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ITALY, 1917 -1918: AUSTRIA’S 
LAST OFFENSIVE. 
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Situation in Sfrino of 1918 The Eontroversy between Italy and the Vuiioslavs The 
I.ONDON Aoreement AND Ttaijan Claims The I^aut OF (V)rft - The I*a('t of Rome and its 
Meanin(! Military Situation at End of 1917 Some Minor Su(t’e:sses-- Romrs on Venu e 
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THE PlAVE AND ARE 1 )EKEATED - I M I’ORTANCE OF THE ITALIAN VICTORY 


W HEN tho Italian ParlianuMit 
resumed its laboui-s, on October U), 
1917, the situation of th(‘ Liosolli 
Oabinet was very uncertain, ft 
had barely weathered a crisis four inoiiths pre* 
\ iously (the details liav(5 be<‘n given in Vol. XV, 
Ohayiter CCXXXLW), «»id in the interval events 
lia<l occurred which, had weakened its position 
still fui’ther. It had very few real friends, for 
there was a general feeling that it had faih'd 
in energy and foresight, 'riiere was still some 
leliictance to upset “ tlio National Ministry." 
which stood for as mneli unity as eouM In* 
e\peet<id in a count ly wdiia’c political passion 
had run wry high, lioth before and after tlu* 
<‘ntiy into tho war. 'rhis rehietance, togethe» 
with the known wish of Raron S<ainino that 
things should cfintinne as they were, had sa\'(‘d 
the (loveninuRit in June. When Parliament 
met there was a chance tliat the same heeling 
might prevail. But there were now elements in 
tho situation. Or perhaps it ought to he saui 
that some of tho old difficulties had heeona* 
accentuated. Keen debate was expeet<'d ov(*r 
tho qu€5stion of the food supply and the policy 
of the Ministry of the Interior. The two cpies- 
tiona were closely <*onnt*ctod, for lack of food 
was a powerful assistant to the arguments of 
Vol. XTX.— Part 


the Ollieial Socialists, wlio, lik(‘ a fewv of their 
l>rc‘thn‘n in England, and more' in France, 
sec'ined at first sight to have only one war aim 
-|)eaeo, inunediate pcaeix yx^aec^ at almost any 
cost. 'The Ollieial Socialist Party had given a 
warm Wellcome to the* Pajial Note of the picu 
vk)us .August, elaiming that Benedict X^^ 
“spoke* the languages of Kicnihal," and tiny 
had adopted as theii* slogan the declaration of 
one of their leader’s. Signor (’laudio J''r(*\es: 
“ J’his w inter no one* must be in the tn'iiclu's. ’ 
It was said again, as it w’as said four months 
earlie*!*, that Signoi- Orlando had not shown 
Miflieienl' firmness in dt'aling with “defeatist 
[iiopagandii,’' and ei ilies could point to x arioiis 
<lisejui(*ting sym|)toms in support of thi*ii- con- 
te'iitioii, neitahly to (Irnnal Oadorna’s rein*w’e*d 
pre)te*sts, and to the* seM’ious riots wlii(*h had 
taken place* in J’nrin towards the eanl of August 
— rie)ts w'hie*h s(*enu*el (lire*e*tly trae*e*able te) the> 
ineite*nu-nt t»f the* Ollieial Socialists. It se*e*m(*d 
certain that the* Ministe*r of the lnte*rior would 
havo to mee't a stre)nge*r attae'k than })<*f(.)rc. 

But if therei was elise*e)nte‘nt with tho work of 
individual Ministei*s, the feeding was still 
stiongcT against tho Cabiru't as a whole. The* 
(lovernmonfc seemcKl te) be alTlicied with inertiji, 
vagueness, lack of cohesion ; anel the* fault was 
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laid by many at lb(' door of tho n^(‘d Pivinier, 
\s ho was Jionsidorad to Ik* unequal to tlw* task 
of leading the Ministry and tlie (/harnher. It 
was fell by those who made this eritieism that 
new methfxls w»*i«‘ wnut<*d, new bloorl and a 
iu‘W lea<ir‘r, if I In* oi^^an of ^ox-ermnc'iit was Ur 
fulfil its <Iuty to the eountiy. Hut eritieism took 
another form. It had lon^ been aH(*ii«‘d by flu* 
( loNa'i imuait’s enemies, and also by some (»f its 



SIGNOR NITTI. 

in control of the Treasury in the Orlando 
Goyernment, 1918. 

supporters, that the Cabinet was not sutlieienlly 
in eoiitaet with ]*arliament and the country. 
'Phis complaint had been made of the Salandi*a 
(Jovernmont, and it was now .sai<l that its suc- 
cessor pir’sued the samr^ lines. On the eve of 
the re-opening of tin* Chamb(*r a group of 
47 deputies was formed, which declared its 
intt*ntion of ])ressing for* a fuller I'ceognition of 
the right of J^vrliament to be informed of, and 
to ludp with, tla* problems of goveiiimeiit . Tht* 
group rapidly se(;ur(’d many more adherents 
and rose t<» a strength of over 100. 

fn view of tlu? xarious currents which were 
setting against it the Oovernna'nt had just one 
chanee of safety, the fear* of ‘‘something 
worse ’ whicli had saved it in dune. Tt began 
oadly. The (‘hrtmber took umbrage ovt*r a 
matter of fornt in regard to which it considered 
that the Piemicn- had failed to ])ay due res])ect 
to tho rights of Parliament. The attitude of 
the (Jovernment would have <*aused no offence 
under normal conditions, the more so as the 
protagonist in the attacking movement was 
Signor Modigliani, one of the extreme Socialist 
leaders. Yet, though the Government obtained 


a large* majority, its fall was practically certain 
from this mom<*nt. The atmosphewe of thti 
Chamber altered. Instead of being hesitating 
and uncertain, it boeamo definitely hostile. It 
still adopted a waiting attitude, but its minrl 
was ma(l(‘ up. It w^aited in order to hear tlie 
d(*elarations of various political leadtirs. For 
though th(* Government was doomed, tho right 
of succession seemed still imeertain. One fri^sh 
name, hovv<W(*i’, was already assured as a pillai* 
of the new (jh)vorimieut. Signor \itti, who had 
been Minister of Agriculture, Commerce atid 
Industry in the last (holitti Government, had 
lak(*n no part in the pol(‘mic regarding Italy's 
intervention in the war ; hut he had often bi'cn 
(•hissed among tlie “ Neutralists,” t()geth(*r 
witli all th(* old (Jiolittian sup])orters. save 
those* who. like Sigia^r Orlando, had beeona* 
openly and definitely identified with war. 
Signor Nitti had remained silent till the autumn 
of llUh, w'hen he deliv(*re(i to his constitu(*nts 
in Hasilieata- tlie fullest and most roa.soned 
statement of the ne(*(‘ssity and just hui of Italy’s 
intervention in the world-war that had yet b(K*n 
])ronounced by any Italian politician. It dis- 
played at once a wude vi(*.w and a pracitical mind. 
This stieech signitied Signot Nitti’s return to the 
political arena, and a tew months la((‘r lu^ was 
appointed a nuanber of th(* special mission 
wdiieb was sent by the Italian Gov€^i*nm(*nt to 
the United Stat(‘s. On his r‘(*turn h<* imm(*di- 



BARON SONNINO AND A BRITISH 
GENERAL. 


ately found a. place in polities ready for him. 
He could probably have (werturned the Go\'ern- 
ment in .lune, but he preferred to wait. It was 
certain, however, that the delay would not be 
long, and that his ideas and energy would 
(ni.sure him one of the chief jiosts in the Govia n- 
mont w^hich .should succeed that of Signor 
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Boselli. When Signor Nitti declared tliat Uv 
and his friends would vote for the Ministry on 
this occasion, but that they considered that the 
Government had put the Ghamber in a humilia - 
ting position, it was generally felt that hi' now 
meant to assert himself. 

The crisis came slowly. The policy of the 
Ministry of the Interior w as discussed at length, 
and if there were those who accused Signor 
Orlando of weakness in his general ])olicy, he 
was furiously attacked by the Ofiieial Socialists 


When Signor Orlando rose to defend himself 
against his critics, a week after the opening of 
the Chamber, it w’as generally felt that h(‘. had 
a difficult task. On the one hand, he had to 
show that he would not tolerate tlu^ attemjits 
to undermine the national resistance, and on 
the other hand he had to make it clear that 
maintenance of order did not mean reaction, 
His speech was a \'ery able parliamentary 
effort. He admitted frankly that the Turin 
riots w^t're in a the result, of his liberal 



for the stern methods adopted in Turin to quell 
the riots theie. These' attacks gave rist' to tw'o 
declarations from ])roniinent fiiembers of the 
Ministry. Signor llissolati, the lleformist 
Socialist leader, turnt'd upon his old comrades 
as they carped and complained, and crie<l : 
“To (h'fend the Army from stabs in the back, 
r myself w'oultl fire u])on you." Signor Rissolai i 
knew the harm done by the insidious pro])a- 
ganda of the exti’ciric pacifists, whose pro- 
gramme, wdnl(5 it schemed to be peace, was in 
reality revolution. 'Phe Socialists protested 
violently, and their protests were F’cnewed w hi'ii 
Signor Orlando, in answer to a taunt from th<‘ 
Extreme J^eft, sprang to his feet, and said that 
he, too, W'Ould adopt the hypothesis of Sigma- 
Bissolati. The Socialists made an uproar, but 
the bulk of the Chamber applauded loudly. 


polic^y, lait h(* scored an undoubted ])oint w’li< M 
he asked w lu'ther any utlu'i* policy would lia\-c 
ensurt'd so grt'at a fr«'('dom fmm int(‘rnal 
troubk's. 1 le claimed w it h t rut h t liat t he people 
of ltal> had shown a remarkahle degree of 
pati(‘ne(‘ and self-discipline', and at tlu* same: 
tiim' h(‘ pointc'd out that the reprt'ssion of thi^ 
'Piirin riots and the iiK'asiire.s taken suhse- 
(juently showt'd that he di<l not shi-ink frt>m the 
us(^ of force w hen it was necessary. He did not 
think that- it was wist* to abandon his policy 
of conciliation. Ht* stood by both sides of his 
policy. H(‘ would use* all the neec'ssary force 
tt> uphold the State, but h<^ would not infringe 
constitutional liherties. 

Signor Orlando's speech was \'(‘ry well 
received, and it was ft^lt that he had strength- 
ened his claim to lx* Signor I>os(*lli's successta-. 

235 - 2 
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Two days later the Governm(‘nt fell, after 
Si^or Boselii and Baron Soiinino had both 
received the hearty cheers of the Chamber, and 
the Minister of W'ar, Oeneial (hardino, hml 
also been warmly applaudiMl when he made the 
announcement that the cxpoc'tcd enemy offen- 
sive had begun, and that the High Command 
wen^ confident of tlie result. The applaiLse 
whieli greeted Signor Jh)selli\s valedictory state- 
ment was in the nature of a ]Mn'sonal tribute 
to the veteran who had surrcMidered his ease 
to fill a ))ost which at tht^ moment none but he 
could have fdled so well. He had played his 
part , and now he was to go, hut it was felt that 
he had deserved the thanks of Parliament ajid 
the country. Baron Sonnino’s account of his 
.stewardship met with tli(* applause which .signi- 
fied agretMiient with his policy and .su])port f(»r 
himstdf. One ])as.sage only of his spet'ch was to 
meet with ()])])osition and keeii criticism (exce])t 
of courses from the Oflicial Socialists, who 
criticized everything). This was his downright 
language in r('gard to certain passages in the 
Papal Note. Ho sj)oke very strongly r(*garding 
th(' manner in which th(^ Note nienOy included 
B(‘lgiuin among the possihk* cxce])tions ” t-o 
1h(‘ general priiadpli' of mutual condonation and 
rianmciat ion of indemniti(‘s and put. tlu‘ 
martyi‘e(l country on a l(*vel with all other cases, 
of invaded and oceupied territory, lie claimed 
that the case' of Belgium was totally different 
frofu any other, and said plainly that the Pope’s 
treat mc'nt of the question seemocl to suggest 
’‘({tM'iiian inspiiation.” Baron Soiinino’s 
manner of dealing with the Note was strongly 
resented by the Catholics, both in the (-hainhi'r 
and ill the country, and it .seemed as though 
tliey m'iglit take a di^finite stand against the 
k\)reign Minister and so narrow the basis of 
th(^ futui*e (lovernnu'nt . f’or it was already 
<ltNir that Jhiron Sonniiio would eoutiniu^ to 
hold his position, unless he gave it up V(»luu- 
tarily. 

'J’lie Boselii Cehiiiet fell on Oetoh<*r 20 , H)I7, 
and next day came the lu'ws of the rr^v(‘r.se at 
Cnporetto. Kaeh of th<^ following days brought 
wor.se news from the* fmnt, and unek’r the shock 
of elisaster party ditfe jenees and party feelings 
faded for the*, lime. Signor Orlatalo was 
eiitru.stfMl with the duty of forming a (Jovern- 
ment, and his list of JMinisters was publislu*d on 
October 20. The new (.'abinet was as follows : — 

Signor Orlando, rromicr and Inlrrinr. 

Baron Sonnino, Foreig'i AtT lir'^. 

Signor Nitti, Treasury. 

Signor Bissolati, Civil A'<-i''luiu o and Pension''. 


Signor Meda, Finance. 

Signor Fcra, Posts .and Tolographs. 

Signor Sacchi, Jiistico. 

Signor Berenini, Public Ttist ruction. 

Signor Dari, Public Works. 

Signor .Miliani, Agricnll ijro. 

Signor Biccurdo Pianclii, Transport. 

Sig!ioi“ (U)l()aiuOj (k)lonic.-;. 

Signor Pinfolli, Coinincrco and li\<lnstry. 

Oencral AWlcri, War. 

Admiral J)f‘l Bono, !\ranne. 

General Dall’Olio, .\rnis ai\il AInnitioiis. 

The now Piesident- of the Council took U[) 
the reins of government at a very critical 
moment. Tht* front had been liroken and 
tlie Italian ai-mies w(‘re in fidl r('tr(*at u]>nu a. 
d(*h'nsive liiu* which m(*ant the abandoiimeiit 
of a wi<l(' tract of Italian soil. 'The grave 
])rol)lems whieli had loomi'd large a w(‘(‘k liefon* 
wiirt* all forgotten for the moment, save one 
only the ((uestion of the polit^y pursued liy the 
Ministry of tin* futt'iior. Signor Orlando had 
d(‘fended hitns(‘lf sueet'ssfully in tin* CIimmiImt, 
and practically (‘stahlished his elaiiu to tlie 
pri‘mi(‘rship. And thi'ii disaster came, for 
whieli many peoplt* held his nudliods of ad- 
ministration largely r(^'^p()Msil)I(‘. There wa,s ;i 
very strong feeling indi'cd against the premii'r- 
ship among many who had work('<l liardivst for 
Italy's int('r\'entioii and for a vigorous war 
poliey. Jn Milan (‘spiH*ially the criticisms of 
Signor Orlando and resent luent at his succe.ssiou 
to Signor Boselii found wide expression, in 
conversation at l(‘ast ; tin* J’ress realizi'd tho 
necc^ssity of showing a united front. 

Signor Orlando’s first move was to aiqx'al 
for the support of all partic'; and grovTfis, and 
tin* answers wliieli hi^ n'ceived showed the 
mettle of Italy. Only tlie Olheial Socialists 
lu‘Ul aloof, as a party, though several of thc'ir 
li'aders showed that- the doctrines of tht* Inter- 
national laid not eoiri]>b*tely ovi'iriildeii the 
instincts of patriotism. Tliere were souk* who 
lelt theinselvt*s Italians still, and at the mouK'iit 
of crisis wui'ked for Italy. 

'J'he count ly as a \\1 k) 1<‘ was magniflei'iit. 
For many montlis Italy had been besi‘t hy 
every kind of insinuation, to u hieli no adequah* 
an.swers had been gi\’(*n. Paeitist proiiaganda 
of every kind had Ix'cri spread through tlie 
country, and it had givi'ii rise to many (jueis- 
tioiiings. Now, under the shock of disasti'r, 
Italy put h(‘r (|Ueslioniugs aside and answered 
the call of the tragic moment. From north to 
south, from Piedmont to Sicily, th<* same voice 
spoke. In political circles the little dirferenees 
that seoiiied groat dirferenees wore for a tiriK* 
forgotten, and the nui.ss of the [leople, who 
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wt*rn sutTpring from severely straitened circuin- 
stances an(l had shown signs of war -weariness, 
tightened their belts and stiffened their backs, 
determined to resist. The Aiistro-Gerinan 
offensive no doubt had for its main object the 



GENERAL ALFIERl, 
Minister of War, 


erusliing of Italy's hu)ral resistance. The 
s|)U'H an<l agents of tin' Central Empires had 
ri'ported that tlie spirit of the people was 
unsat isfactory, and that defeat would lead to an 
utter breakdown. The military success of th<* 
gieat offensive certaiidy surpassed all <*xpecta- 
tions. Its failure as a solvent of Italian moral 
was complete. Tnstt'ad of riot and revolution 
the enemy victories brought only a hardening 
of resolve, an increase of the will to sacrifice. 
There wt'ie sonu', (»f course, in Italy, as in all 
the coufitries at. \Nar, who w(‘re found wanting 
under the trial, who lost their nerve and would 
have accepted the results of i)resent tlefeat 
through fear of worse; disaster to come. But 
o!\ the essentially sound organism of Italy the 
shock and tlie threat woi'ked like cold water 
on a lu'althy body. There was a gnuit reaction 
to th<^ stimulus. 

Huring tla' fii’st we(»ks of the new Uovorn- 
ment, party passion did not show itself, but 
wh(‘U the military situation improved, when it 
was ck'ar, mtweover, that all parties except 
only tlie Official Socialises stood for resist- 
ane(*. tlu’ strife in Parliament revived. The 


movement in fav’’our of closer cooperation 
between the Government and Parliament, 
which had been set on foot before the fall of 
the Boselli Ministry, was quickly resumed. At 
first it seemed to meet with wide approval, but 
wlien it became evident tliat to press the matter 
would lend to a conflict with Baron Sonnino, 
the situation (dianged. The movement ha<l 
taken the form of a demand for the institution 
of parliamentary commissions on the French 
model, and the innov^atiou was urged for 
foreign affairs in particular. It should have 
been obvious that Baron Sonnino’s habit of 
mind would not accept such a cliango in the 
method of conducting foreign policy. Ho had 
often been accused, with justice, of keeping his 
minislerial eollongues in the dark. It was not 
likely that ho w’ould admit the “ interference ’* 
of a commission of senators and deputies. Tho 
promoters of tho movement had foreseen this, 
an<l hoped that Baron Sonnino's refusal miglit 
en<l in his defeat and retinnient. Some of the 
later adliereuts may have hojied fhal he would 



GENERAL ALFREDO DALL'OLIO 
Minister of Arms and Munitions. 

yield to the pressure of opinion But Baron 
Sonnino was inflexible, and he carried his 
t-abinet colleagues with him. It followed that 
those who pre.ssed the movement tieclared 
themselves as an Opposition, and, in fact, the 
Parliamentary Union, as the group was now 
called, came to be regarded as the real Opposi- 
tion, though it did not always insist on op- 
posing. Its enemies said that it was hiding 
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its time, and that it included too many of the 
** old majority — ?.e., (liolitti’a majority — for 
its actions to bo above suspicion. This accu- 
sation was probably unfair, but it was natural 
that the Oiolittians should remain under 
suspicion, the more so as their old leader had 
made little !*esponse to Signor Orlando's appeal 
for unity of effort. He had left hi.s tent, 
indeed, and spoken in the ('hamber, but he 
.seemed still to hold aloof, and some of tho.se 
who '.were closest to him used language that 


which followed as the Fascio, Its aim was to 
counter the manuiuvres of the Parliamentary 
Union by open fighting and hard hitting, aiul 
a curious situation arose. 

Tlie new group was composed of deputies 
from nearly every (piarter of the ('^hambei', from 
the Extreme Right to the Reformist Socialists. 
It stood for a stronger internal policy anrl the 
closest cooperation with the Allie-i, in mery 
field. Included among its mimher were tlios«‘ 
who had been most outs|)oken in thi'ir <Titieism 



[JlnIuiH ul/icial pnotograpn. 

ITALIANS STRENGTHENING A TRENCH ON THE PIAVE. 


appeared to confirm the hopolessue.ss of ex- 
pecting his real cooperation. 

The Parliamentary Union was the nucleus of 
a strong Op])osition, and it could always count 
upon the Official Socialists to supyiort it in any 
vote against the (_lovei*nment. Signor Orlando 
and his Ministers, on the other hand, had no 
marshalled array of followers, though they were 
assured of strong support. A more definite 
backing .seemed to be required, and the opening 
days of the December Se.ssion — Parliament had 
adjourned after one sit ting in November— saw 
the formation of another new group, the Group 
of National Defence, Fascio di Difesa Naziomilcy 
which was known throughout the montlis 


of Signor Orlando's refiimc at the Ministry of tlu' 
Interior, and it seemc*d strange tliat these 
should join together' for tlie i^xpi'css purpo.si*. of 
supporting liis Uahiriet. the reason was 

simple enough. fhcy believed that Signor 
Orlando would take a much stronger line if h(' 
were assured of this definite backing than if 
he had to .secure parliamentary supiiort by a 
policy of bargaining and anangernent. d'lu^ 
new group was pledgorl to \'ot(' according to 
the decisions of its ‘‘directorate," and this 
meant a nucleus of some lot) votivs, wliieh was 
certain to attract to itself a large number of 
other deputies who preferred not to commit 
thom.selves definitely, 'fhe Fascio offered its 
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solid support to Signor Orlando, ponditionod 
only by his adoption of an uncornproinising 
“ war policy.” An<l Signor Orlando <losirod 
nothing })ottor. 

This (lid not mean that ho abandonod his 
])oli(y of (conciliation, or th(' hope of inaintaining 
a large* degnue of nalional concord. Ihit it did 
Tnean that lie had gncatccr frc(*doin of action, 
that h(‘ was much less ham])(‘i»*d by “ parlia- 
mentary (exigencies.” After some' aiixmus 
moiiK'nts and soiia* v(*ry turbuh'iit sittings, the 
D(*c(‘nib(cr (l(?))at(‘s close'd with tJie ({ovcrnm(*nt 
firmly in tlac saddle. Xor did the* Fascia c(_>ntin(' 
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its efforts to parliament ary eii-el(cs. Dranches 
were (^stid)lisherl all (jver Die coimtiy. and an 
attempt wa-^ mide to reach tlac pc'ople and 
j)rovido soiiKc antidote to tin* Socialist propa- 
ganda which had hitherto lu'cn l(*ff almost 
unanswen'd. I'lie end (d’ the yeear, w hich saw' 
the l)attl(c-line h(*ld firm in the mountains and 
along the l*ia\'e, found also a strong('r garrison 
and Ixdter brndersliip n])on t he liome front. 

Throughout the winter of 1917 -1918 there 
w^as a continuance of the [)(*ace-talk \yhich had 
been begun by th(c (lerman proposals of a year 
Ix’foie. Kortunatcly, (Jerman action belied 
(lennan words, and Brest- Litovsk illumined 
many minds which otherwise might have con- 
tinued to suffer from the illusioiLS that w'ero 
evident in many count ri('s. Many people 
refused even to learn from Brest -Litovsk, but 
on the wdiole, expressions of belief in Germany’s 
good faith wei*e confined to t hose who had lost 
their nerve and those wIkj dreaded a German 


defeat. What Germany stood for was clear 
to all wdu) coulcl and would look facts in the 
face. Illusions in regard to Austria-Hungary 
persisted a little longer. 

Ill Italy, of course, there w'ere no such 
illusions, (*xcept in a v(jry limitixl circle. For 
Italy, Austria-Hungary was the immediate 
enemy, as Gonuaiiy was for Kngland and 
France. But Italy realized, wdiat her Alims 
were very slow to understand, that Austria- 
Hungary was bound hand and foot to Germany, 
and that tlie break-up of the HapsVmrg Einpii*t^ 
was a n('ce.s.sary preliminary to tla* establish- 
ment of a just peace that should have a ehane(^ 
of enduring. It was long before this point of 
view’ eoiumend(>d it.self to Italy’s Allies. On 
\ari(jus occasions the apjiarent loidresse of 
Britain or Franco for Austria-Hungary had 
e.aus(*d uneasiness in Italy, and this uneasiness 
was gr(*atly increas(xl by tlio slatena^nts (’if 
‘war aims” made by Mr. Wilson and ^Ir. 
Lloyd G(H)rge early in .January, 1918. Both of 
tlu*s(‘ statemeiiis seeiimd to confirm the (dd 
impre.ssion that Britain and the LTnited States 
had diHerent standards of (aunity tow’ards 
Germany and Austria-Hungary, and wore eon 
sidering the p(.)ssibility of coming to terms with 
the l(*ss('r eiuuny. Such a yirograimne e.oidd 
not conn uetid itself to Italy, and Italian political 
(•ircl(^s w (*i (* gra\ (‘ly pi (*o(?(;iipi(xl by the a])parent 
t(*ndcncy of the d(*elaiat ions made on Ix'lialf 
of Britain and the United Slat(^s. Two 

quotations from n(‘W’spa|)i*rs r(‘pi('si‘nting very 
different shud(*s of ])o]itieal opinion, and 
linked only liy the fact that from tiie first they 
had urg(*d tla^ path of war, are sunicient to 
indicate tlu* uiu'asiness which prevailed. Tlu' 
Corricrc della Scra^ aft(M* observing that the 
only moditieation of the Allmd pro-war p(di(^,y 
which a})pcar(*d from the speeches of l^residcnt 
M'ilson and Mr. Lloyd George was a tendency 
to show great«M‘ favour towards Austria- 
Hungary, explained this tendency by show’ing 
that “ tho material and ideal interests of 
America, France, and England depend in great 
part on tho result of the war with Germany 
rather than of that with Austria.” “It may 
bo permitted to us, therefore,” tho Corrlere 
continued, “to add that Italy and tho Balkan 
Allies represent an element of equilibrium in 
the crisis of European distribution**' their 
material and ideal interests depending more on 
the result of the war with Austria than of that 
with Gennany. An anti-Gorman programme; 
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ITALIANS CONSTRUCTING 
Alsacc'-T^oiniiiic to Finiicc, and 
to ( he Folisl) S(a((‘ Posen, wliost* borders are so 
near (he (Jerinan (•af)ital, we perfectly \md(‘r- 
stand and hav(‘ loyally ae(‘e])t(*d. We, tluae- 
fore, count on (lie good will and sense of jus(iee 
of Allied jniblie. opinion wIumi we re(jii(‘s( 
gi^Miter (U)nsideration for (he anti*Aus( riajj 
programme.” Hen^ was a rc'asoned, s(‘rious 
plea that i)ut the Kalian ease, and that of 
Serbia and Rumania, with sulticient clearness, 
and so went to thc^ root of the matter far more 
than ]nost other comments, which were in the 
main on the lines of (h(' brief but ])ertinent 
e<)m])laint in the Soeialisl PojtoJo iV Italin, w hich 
found in('X|)licable ” the sih'iice or reticence of 
some of oiir Allies, w ho, whenever they have to 
touch matters concerning Italy and Austria, 
s(‘(*m preoccupied by one id('a only -not to lie 
excessively hard u])on Austi ia-1 Tungary." 

Italian opinion was both anxious and pir/./.Ied. 
Some blamed the (tov'ci-nment for its appan'Ut 
inability to sustain Italy’s cause w ith her Allies ; 
some criticized the Allies ; souio did both. 
The woist of the situation was that the British 
and American references to Italy st'cmed to 
confim* recognition of her claims to sonu*thing 
not greatly different from wdiat was pro]josed 
by Prince Biilow to Signor Ciolitti before' 
Italy’s entry into the war. 'Die old siipf)orters 
of neutrality w’ere not slow to point this out. 


\l'renck o/ldal f>hntoi* aph. 

A MILITARY RAILWAY. 

and Signor Oj'lando’s position was made very 
dinicult. His progra’nna*, and that of his 
newly ‘j)l(Mlge(l suppoit was that of a fir?n 
wai* policy and close (*oop(‘ral ion with the 
Alli(‘s. Y(‘t within a few' days of his victory 
in the (duimber two of Italy’s Allies took a stop 
w'hieji seemeil to modiM'ate tlu' (kanands upon 
Italy’^'s chic'f enemy, atid showaal that, tla're 
was still a rt'inarkable lack of coopcMation and 
l ooi'dinat ion of idtais upon thi‘ ]>olitical front . 
'Fhere wert* juany epa'st ioning minds in Italy 
during the tir'sf w'r‘ek^ of K)18, ami it will be 
admittr’d that ( he spr'r'clies of IV(*sid«*nt Wilson 
ami Mr. Lloyd (h'orgr* w»*r(' hardl\' calculated 
to str<*ngthen Italian opinion against a pears* 
offc'iisivt*. But Pounl Herding ami Count 
(V.ranin w'r*rr* sutlici(‘ntly uncompi*omising in 
their rk'elarations to do away walh any hopr* 
-of intlu<*ncing ” moih'r’atr* ” opinion in ltal>’ 
or els(*w'h(*n\ Thr*re was a good deal of 
discussion in the rtidian Prr^ss ivgarding th<^ 
ap])ai(‘nt. dihei'encr^ in tr)m^ betw<'(‘n tlci 
utterances of the (Iciinan and Austrian spokt'is- 
m('n, but th(^ graieral impivssion w'as that the 
rlifferencc' was supr'iTicial, and onlv tla* Clr'ricrd 
new'spapers found in (hr* spc(‘chcs any sort of 
basis foi* a discussion that might l(*arl towards 
])caer*. It w'as felt by most per^pk^ that (\>unt 
(’zernin’s mildra* languagr^ was inducerl by tln‘ 
hope of confirming, for the time at least, that 
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coinparat i\ (‘l\ l)*‘nnv()l(‘nl attitude towards 
Austria- 1 1 unwary wlueli had seemingly b(‘en 
indieal('d hotli by Mr. Wilson and Mr. Lloyd 
( leorgi*. eomna'nts of ( lu* hjpoca^ ai newly 

cstadalished Kona\n daily which was in close 
loueli with Signor Orlanado, may be apioted a\s 
<»i\ in^ not only tlu' olheiail virnv but the general 
public opinion of lta\lv. Th(‘ f^Jpora thoup;ht 
thaat tlu^ spc'cehes g.\v(‘ “ ai ni'W example of 
eompaiet unity," anal saiid that the aittituda* ol 
the two speaaUeis was substantially the same, 
in spite of (/ount (V.ernin’s less dadiaanl tone. 
It emphaisized the <h*tinite Xo " giviMi to ;dl 
suti^a*stions which did not lit in with the aims 
of the ( 'entra\l l*a)\N<MS, auid concluded ))y .saying : 

rhis coiix ci'^aitioai oia the nl praiM*, 

whif'h helps MO oMc hnl t ho (hMitnil P(av<Ts. luu-.t aih^o- 
hilt'ly ho > lit short, lint not h'foro tho .Vllios hav<* 
ropliod in ti Xolo \Ahi<-h wo mnU shaill ho l•oIlo(•t i\ o, amt 
womIiI liUo lo ho <).'(initivo and ‘.ifiiplo, so as not to 
load i(-oll to doiihtt'id intorf>rotat ions ; a \t>to that wo 
'•hould to so<' tri'o from any rolio of tho old diplomat io 
pol'ox . 

'Tla rt' was ktvu tinxitdy in Italy tor a eollee- 
tivt‘ stattMuent on belitilf of the Kntente Powers, 
for eh'ar taidenee of the closest possible union 
anaaig tluMii. It was felt rightly t luit any 
appearanct' of divergeiKrc was so much <*n- 
couragement to the enemy. Italy had already 
•siifhaed from the absence of close and continu- 
ous coopt'ration in military matters. 8ho felt 
it hard that Pate had made the way to Vtn’.sailles 
III' through ('ap»>retto, and it was not yet 
e\ id<'nt that the fui ther road to complete unity 


of command had to pass through St. Quentin. 
She had paid mote heavily than anyone ('ls(% 
so far, for tlu‘ long failure to lealizi' th(‘ idea of 
the single front in its literal sens(‘. It secMued 
to h(‘r now that laa* inttaests wer(‘ furthei- 
threat(‘ned by an tapial bulurt* to (‘stablisli and 
maintain tlu* single front in its politi(‘al scaista 
Th(‘ breakdown of Russia had not only affected 
tlie situation on the Italian Front. It had 
chang(‘(l the; ])olitieal position. It meant that 
for a time at least th(‘ Hapsburg Monarchy had 
only OIU5 inevitable enemy in th(5 ranks of its 
opponents instead of two. Roth in France ami 
Fngland there was an influential body of 
opinion whi<lj still believed in the necessity of 
“a .strong Austria," and lioped that the offer 
of “ reasonabk* terms ” might detach Austria 
from her association with th(' child criminal. 
'Phough Italy agreed that (lermany was the 
chief c/iminal— popular opinion had no doubt- 
at all in the matter — it was impos.siblc for 
Italy's leaders to overlook tlie more immediate 
menace from Italy’s neighbour. Italians, 
moreover, were firmly convinced that Austria- 
Hungary, or at least the Hapsburg Kmpiro, 
could only exist as an instrument of Germanism, 
that the game of using the Hapsburgs against 
the Hohenzollerns and what f hey stood for had 
long ago beiiomi^ impossibk*. Fvim assuming, 
however, that Austria might be detached from 
Germany, Italy could hardly welcome the 
]?rospect. To detach Austria meant offering 
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lhs> Ha|).sV>\iiys tei’ms tliat wvw worth taking, 
meant therefore the survival of a strong 
Rapsburg Monarchy whicli ^^o^llcl of necessity 
he hostile to Italy. Kor a strong H.a])sbiirg 
Monare.hy could hardly avoid looking with a 
revengefid ey(‘ upon an Ttalian Triesti‘ and an 
Italian Pola, liowcvcr it might b<‘ r(*conciled 
to th(‘ loss of th(‘ Tn'idino. 

Italian o])inion had moved a long way since 
th(' spring of lOlo, when the idt‘a which 
animated Italy's leaders, ami almost all thost* 
who attcmpte<l to provide for the future, was 
the necessity of facing a ])eaten but still powei - 
ful Austi-ia- Hungary, whicli would remain in 
close alliance \\ it h a beaten but st ill more powi'i - 
ful Cerman Einjiire. Even at that datt^ thfan^ 
were men in Italy, as in England and France, 
though few enough in any of the thn‘<’! countries, 
who saw fait her and cleariM*, who saw that the 
aims of the Liberal Powi'is should bt‘ the r(‘- 
fashioning of Europe, the lib(‘ration of the op- 
pressed pcHiiiles, that from tlu* gr(*at e\'il of the 
(ha’inan aggression this gri'at good might coim*. 
'Phey were fi'w who saw in I lie (‘arly days that 
the war was not only a wai* for this or that 
national victoiy, but a true r(‘\'olution, a 
struggh' b(‘iween t\No moraliti(‘s. A “ dra^Ml 
war” miglit have coin(‘ ('asily in UMo, but foi- 


the fatal of (lei many and Austiia. Hut 

as th(^ tale of sutT(‘ring kaigt heiu'd, and the list 
of crimes, the resoht' grew and hardened and 
siiread among the AIImmI Powers that nothing 
h‘ss than tl»e rtMiuiking of Eui’o])e would ser\{5 
as rcwvanl foi* victory. 

In Italy, as el.sowhere, t h(‘re w as reluctaneo 
to accept the wider vision. In Italy, as el.se 
where, there wi'n* those \\ lu) urged (he niMMssity 
of being practical, and of adapting (aids to th • 
means in sight. It was maintaiiuMl, among 
other *|)ractical arguments, that Italy, th(( 
wa'akest and th(‘ poon'st of the four grea,t. 
Euroj)(‘an Alli(‘s, could not talo- the l(‘ad in 
a.dvoca.ting an <‘\treme progranmu^ which tla^ 
otiu rs might not follow 'Phat siuaned a. sound 
position tor Italy's riiku’s to adopt, th<* more so 
as tlu*y tear(‘d accepting commit nu'nts w hich 
might imposi' too gi*ea( a sti’ain up(ui Italian 
resources. Hut tlu' torce ot id(*als gained 
ground. ()ne(“ mor(‘ th(‘ truth was to la* proved, 
that t h(' real movt'rs and shaki'rs ” are the 

dri'anuM’s of dreams.” 

'Ph(‘ spring of I IMS, which was so critical a. 
p(‘riod for (h(‘ W'estern Powe rs, and which lawl 
Ix'gun with an appanait w(‘akening of tin* will 
to eompI('t(' victory (a. w(‘ak(‘ning ek’arly hinted 
by the Hritish and ,\m(‘riean attitude towai'ds 
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Austria), wliich saw rnoreov'er tiui final down- 
fall of Austria’s Kr‘<‘‘d(*r (‘iieiny, was marked 
also ]»y a n^w gatli(‘rin^' of anti -Austrian forces, 
and by the uneomproinisin.^ declaration of the. 
forriiula : ih^lrndtt da.s7/ /V/. The movianeiit was 
not new. From th(‘ bej^inning of th(' war dis- 
ruptive forces had b«‘en at work within the 
Monarchy, and if the Govn'rnri units of tlie 
Fnicnte l*oW('rs luul seen farther, sueee.ss would 
)iav<- come sooner. Mnt tli(‘ wider \n.sion was 
denied. Or, if they saw, (hey could not agnn* 
on eoininon action. Or tliey f(*ar(‘d too pjynit 
eoininit ments. Or (hey elunjj; owrinueh to the 
well estal>lish(‘d id<‘a of cheeks and balances. 
\\'ha.tev'(‘r t h(^ motive of his speech, it was after 
three' y(!ars of war that Mr. Thilfour could 
d('elin(‘ to stat(‘ (he aims of the Allies in rt'^ard 
to “ ( hal aneiiMii monarchy ” Austria-Hungary. 
Nearly six months latin* Afr. Wilson and 
Mr. Lloy<l ( h'orge sisniu'd to hold out no griniter 
hop<‘ to ( h(»se who asked for a. phnlgi^ that, would 
?;tr(n»gthen (hinr elforts after freedom ; aiul 
later still, Mr. lJ(\yd ( h'orgi' General Smut 5 . 
to Switzerland, to talk vvitli (V)unt Allx'rt 
Miaisdorff, tormerly Austro-Hungarian Ambas- 
sador in Loiulon. Otlicial Fraiuo had given 
no eh'arer h'ad. In Francis, iiuhnnl, there was 
a v'cry strong [larty whieJi planned to strengthen 


tlu' Hap.sburgs at the expense of the ITohon- 
zollerns, to pit Catholic Gernian.s against 
Froti'stants, South against North — to lop off 
some of the ancient Empire, indeed, but to 
av'oid the break-up that the subject -peoples and 
the cause of freedom demanded. Russia, w hile 
slu^ exi.sted utuler the Tsar and had a voice in 
th(‘ councils of the Allies, su];ported the Southern 
Slavs, though not to the fidl extent of their 
elforts towards unity, but lier attitude to the 
Folish (juestion was a definite bar to eoiiimoii 
effort on the part of the Foies. The Italian 
Gova*rninent followed exactly in the footsteps 
of Italy ’.s more powerful Allies. 

So it was that Foland, unhap] )iest of all tlie 
ojipresscd nations — for the enemit's to her free- 
dom wtTc in botli rival grou])s, so that brother 
fought against brother, and all her lands were 
laid waste by thf> marchings and counter- 
mar<‘hings of contending armies -luul little 
<*nough indueiunent or opportunity to cmiibino 
hcT forces for liberty. So it- w'as that the 
SoutluTn Slav' li'aders who worked for unity 
and coni])l(‘le indej)endence of Austria were 
hamp(^riMl in their efforts, while thi' Rumanian 
movemcMit was long retarded. Only Ro]u‘mia, 
stronger than the Southern Slav's by ri'ason of 
her history as an independent nation, stronger 
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tliiiri Poland by tlie fad of lior acliial iiiiily 
und(‘r Olio orowu, siiro, luoroovcT, tliat at least 
sli(‘ had no opponents ainoiifi; the lOnteiiti' 
Powers, planned aiul organized her rovoliition, 
and si 10 wed the way to the other .subjeet- 
peoples. In the sense that has been indicated, 
BoluMniii’s task was (‘asier than that of IN)les 
or Kmnanes or 8 onth('rn Slavs, but in anotluT 
sens(' it was far mori' diHienlt. The (V.eehs 
and Slovaks were eonipk tely surrounded by 
enemies. Bet\\(‘en (lerinany and Austria 
.they lay a.s between the upj)er and nethiT 
millstones. 

The Pntente (Governments hesitated to com- 
mit themselves, but in eaeli country tliere were 
groups of men who worked for the larger ])ro- 
gramme. In Italy, from the Hrsf, tlu're wore 
some who did not hesitate to proclaim the 
necessity of accepting the greater commitments 
and of taking a different view of ftalian interests 
than that which was strictly limited by tlio 
<*laims of naval and military “ exigencies.” 
The main point of difference between tliem and 
those who held what was often called tho 
practical view lay in their attitude to the 
Southern Slavs. 

When Italy entered the war, her Government 
and most of her leading men had two main 
practical objects in view" : the “ redemption ” 


of those Italians who ri'inained under Austrian 
rule*, and the accpiisition of satisfactory d(*f(*n- 
sivc frontiiuN. It was unfortunate that tho 
full ri'alization of both these' aims was in ch'ar 
opposition to tlu* inti'resls of one of Austria- 
Hungary's subject -p(‘oj)l(‘s, tlie Soutiu'rn Slavs. 
On the t'asti'in side of tla‘ old Austro Italian 
frontic'r, from Gorizia to kiumi', the distribution 
of Italian and Sla\' populations was suclv t lait 
the tracing of a. new' fi'ontiiu’ on a racial basi*-' 
w'as (piit(* impossibl**, while in D.dmatia there 
was a similar conflict of interests. On the 
puiely racial basis Italy's claims to Dalmatian 
territory w('re slight. 'J'aking an extn'mt) 
estimate, the Italian pofailation formed no 
more than 8 p(*r cent, of I he wdioh'. This ])0])u- 
latiom moreovei-, was sc-atterc‘d along the eoast 
and in thi' islands, foi'ming (‘vi'ryw hei(‘ f'xcc'pt 
in the tow’ii of Zara small isolati'd minorities in 
the midst of a compael Slav populat ion. Tlu'so 
Italian communities were described by Mazzini 
as “ tln' n'mnants of our colonic's,” and this 
they were in fact, the remnants left of the 
Italian centn's of administration and culture, 
and trade' which harl flourisla'd during tlu* long 
occupation of Dalmatia by tlie VeiK'tian Rc'pub- 
lic. Even in Mazzini’s day they could bo 
described as “remnants,” and since that time 
they liad fought a gallant but losing fight 
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population inehah'd a gnaiter proportion of 'This is not tlje plaee* to discuss tli<‘ tea-ms ol 

I talianizi'd Slews them tlu'y did 95 ye'ars the Agre-eme'ut at length. It is enough to sa> 
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Dalmatian mainland and (<> tin* mimarons 
islands which foil to her under the terms of tlu‘ 
Agreomont was based on tlie lu'cessity of im- 
proving the Italian naval position in tlu* 
Adriatic. It has often lu'cn sai«l tlud the two 
keys to the Adriatic are I'ola and Valona, but 
Italy's secuiity would not be guaranttM'd b\ 
the possession of th(*se two bases, important 
thougli they are. 'Iilu‘y are too far ajairt, and 
the fact of th(‘ distance' is eanphasized by the' 
nature: of the* wate'rs and tlw! coasts that lie 
betwetat them. 'I Ik' wi'stern, or Italian, sliote* 
of tlie Adriatic is without an adeupiate harboui' 
all the' way from \'(‘niee‘ t«) th(' Straits of 
Otranto, while' tlie Dalmatian e*oast and islands 
form a (*ontinuous .se'iit's eif harbours anel 
‘■haiuu'Is that inake'.^ Dalmatia one' gieal 
pote'ntial naval base. Anel the* narieiwne'ss eif 
the' Aelricitie makes it im])ossibl(' te) prote'ct the 
open Italian she.ire' by force's baseel upon I’ola 
and 'raranto. This was the* argume'iit whi(*h 
eleaihtli'ss elt;t(‘rmine‘d t he* e'Xte'fil eif the' Italian 
e'laims in Dalnait ia. 

.\gain, this is not the' plae-e* to diseeiss whe'fhe*r 
il was ne'e*('ssary to ele'inaiiel such an e'xtensive' 
are'a in Dadmatia, though the' eu'ce'.ssity was 
e*oide‘s(e‘el by numy naivad auithea it ie's, anel the' 
wiselom eif the ste'p wiis naitiirally ciitici/e'd 
from the' mililauy point e>f xie'w. Ke>r the* 
ine re'ase'el length of lamel frontie'r me'amt a\ large' 
incrt*as(' in military ceamnit me'nts, the' meae' 
se) as it ine'lneh^el ai huge' popuhitieai eif tlie- .saune' 
raie'e’ ais those' be'yemel it. 

'riiis ne'w bounehiry wais e-liei.se'ii feir strate'- 
gieal reaseins, with the' preispi'ct in \ ie'w e>f the' 
olel e'ue'my lying in waiit be'yeaiel the' frontie'r, 
breieieling le've'Uge'. Hut frean the* first, oi- as 
seiein ais its ge'ne'i’ail te'inis be'came* known, tlu* 
^\gre*e'nie*nt gaise' rise' to a ke'e'ii peile'tnic. On 
the' e)iu' siele' we'ie' theise* whei be'lie'veel in the' 
peisstbility of bre'aking up Austria-Hungary, 
the' cre'aitiein eif a ^■ugoshl\ State', juid the* 
e'.stablishme'iit of ai e*oieliad aigie'e'ine'iit be twe-e-n 
Italy and the' ne'W' State*. On the eithe'r side* 
we're' thease^ who eloubte'el or de*[)ie'e'ate'el the' 
bre'ak-up eif Aiist lia- Hungauy, a?id argue'el thaU 
iti ainy case* Itady eeadel iieit iveluce Ih'I* eU'iimnels. ^ 
which were' justifie*el by ri'aseais e.if histeay, 
"e'lit ime'iit, anel sti'aite’gie'ad ne*e*e'ssity ; fen- the're- 
wa\s no guarante'e', e>r e'\e'n jireibability, that the' 
succcsseirs eaf Austiia-H ungary ein the e'aste'rn 
treintie'r auiel in the> Aelriaitie* weiulei be^ im\ 
nuire frie'iidly tei Italy thaiii the Meuiarchy 
itself had bee*n. It was urge'd that the' ‘‘Orem- 
tian,” the ti aelit ieinal instruna'nt e>f oppre'ssiem 


in Neirthern Italy eluring the* Austriam eieicupai 
tiein, anel the" bitter eeppeaie'iit eef tlie' Italiaiw 
in Fieime' anel Dadn.atiai, ce>uld imt e'liange* lus 
spelt s. 

In this waiy a vieieais e-ircle* aijipe'aire'd tei be' 
e'stadilislu'el. 'The* Itadiam (le'inauids we'ie* backe'el 
by. the; e'onte'iitieai t halt the* ^'nge)slal.vs we'ie* 
e'.sst'iitially. e)i- ait le'aist pDte'iitially, heistile'. 'Thi' 
^'uge)sla\s e'l'rtaiinly disphtye'el heistility tea 
I tidy, but the'ir le'aiele'i s anel the'ir frie'iiels in 
Allie'rl e'eaint I'ii's maiintaine'el I halt this hostilitv' 



DALMATIAN MSHERMEN 

wa\s elue' to Italy's (h'manels. The* situatiein 
wais e'eanplie-ale'd by the* faict that the* Itadiam 
e'xt re'inisls haul the'ir e'eaint e'lpart ameaig the* 
Slavs. If the* e'xtre-me' Itadiam jirograiume' 
inehiele'el Ix'twe'e'ii (inn.OOU anel TOtt.tHHt Slaixs 
within the* bounelaii'ie's eif an e'nlairgt'd Itady. 
the- Sla\' e'xl ii'inists we-re* insistc'iit upon the* 
inclusiein of meae* than HU), not) liadiams within 
the' borde'rs of ^'llgosla\ ia. 'Phe' Hritish and 
Fre'iie'h e-liampions eif tlie^ Vugeislau' e*amse* long 
maintaine'd that ^bigosla\ “ impe'rialism ' wai.-^ 
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{Italian Naval ojjicial ihjiOgraph. 

ITALIANS UNLOADING STORRS AT VALONA. 


an Italian invention, arising fvoin tlio wish to 
justify Italy’s diMnands. Ihit tho utterances 
of vari(‘us Yugoslav holders disproved this 
contention. 

A furtlu'r (‘oinplituition was the long dilha*- 
ene(^ of opinion among (he Yugoslav leaders 
t l\einselv(‘s — Slov(*n<'s, (■roats, Scabs of the* 
Monarchy, Montenegrins, and Serbians. Each 
section naturally had its own ideas as to the 
future State, its constitution, its boundaries, 
its general ])i-ogniinme. "I’his was most natural. 
Kach branch of thc^ race had its own particular 
interc’sts to consich*!’, and cared much Ic'ss 
about those of thc^ other branchc^s ; and it 
must be rcMiuMubered that the various brandies 
had lu^ver bcnai united in history. The consti- 
tution of Yugoslavia was a mattc'r of keen dis- 
cussion, and the cpiestion of its boundaries did 
not c.ommand agrecancait, especially in view of 
Italy's uudouhtc'd claims. The Slovenes, for 
<’xann)lo, claimc’d Trii*ste, Istria, and all tho 
lauds I'ust of thi‘ Isonzo, as essential parts of 
N'ugoslav territory, and caivd comparatively 
little about th(‘ Aliddlo Adriatic. For the 
Croats the' impeutant, ])oiiits were Fiume and 
Dalmatia. 'They did not press tho qut\st-ion of 
Tric'stc^ — no doubt th(\v rc'alized that tho Yugo- 
slav claim to Trieste had just as much and 
just as little' justification as the? (ierman claim 
to Antwerp- and it was a Dalmatian-Crciat 
suggestion, made' in tlu' summer of 1917, that 
a surrc'uder of Italian claims in Dalmatia could 
be compensat{'d by the Docche di Cattaro. 


To tho Sorbs and Serbians, who scorned to caro 
relatively little about Trieste and not voi-y 
much more about ])arts of Dalmatia, tlu^ 
iIoc<*he di Cattaro were as tho Ark of tho 
(k)venant. 

Those diflllcultios and difhaencos were in tho 
nature of things, and when it is remembered 
how recently the bitter struggk' bet ween 8orbs 
and (.’roats in the Monarchy had died clown, 
the unification of sentiment which had been 
accomplished must be rc^garded as very I'o- 
markable. Dn the other hand, these difTKailtic's 
and differoiKH'S di<l ctcatainly give a largo 
measure of justification to tho many Italians 
who were honesi.ly sce])tical rt^garding tho force 
and unity of the Yugoslav movement. It 
was all but thriHJ years from tho outbreak of 
tho war when the Yugoslav leaders finally 
came to an agreement regarding their pro- 
gramme, and proclaimed it to the world in 
the Pact of Corfu. 

Th(* Pact of (Jorfu, which w^as published on 
duly 20, 1917, was signed by representatives 
^)f tho Serbian GovtaiiiiKait and Parliament 
and of the Yugoslav (A»mmitt(;e, which had 
authority to speak for the Yugoslavs of the 
Monarchy. It was signed by M. Pashitch for 
tho Serbian Government, and by Dr. Trumbitch 
for the Co!umit tee. This published declaration 
proclaimed a neiv State, which should be called 
“ the Kingdom of tho Serbs, Groats, and 
Slov'enes.” In this now State th(? various 
branches of the Yugoslav race wxne to bo 
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united under the Karageorgcvilch dynasty. 
Italian opinion responded inuuediately to this 
indication of Yugoslav determination and 
Yugoslav unity. Many people still doubted 
whether the Yugoslav Committee really repre- 
sented the opinion of the Yugoslavs of the 
Monarchy, for it must be remembered that the 
Yugoslavs had practically cut themselves off 
from Italy since Italy’s entry into the war. 
With some reason, it must be admitted, but 
none the less most unfortunately, their repre- 
sentatives looked upon Italy as detinit<dy 
hostile, and took u]) their (luarters in London 
and I^iris. Italians were very inadecpiately 
informed regarding the ])rogress of the move- 
ment within the Monarchy, but many ha<l 
worked steadily on the principUi that an 
agreement was necessary, and the proclamation 


of tlu* Pact of (V)rfu at onc(> gave? a spur to their 
efforts and ])oint to their arguments. 

Five days aftcu* the ia'oclatnat ion of the Pact 
of (hrfu, on .fuly 25, the Corriere delhi Sera 
})ublished the first of a remarkable serit's of 
articles advocating an agreement with the 
Southern Slavs, and tlu' other gi‘(*at jMilaneso 
newspaper, tiie Senjlo, ^^•hieh had always shown 
itself fav’^oiirabk^ to an agi‘(*em(‘nt , took th») 
same line. A month latci’, during tlu' sittings 
of an Fntente Socialist Congress in London, ( lui 
re]>n‘sentatives of the Italian Ihdorinist 
Socialists, headed by Signor Mercauni, Minister 
of Public Instruction, were put in toucli with 
th(^ Ytigoslav Committee and heai-d their 
opinions as to the teiritorial (|U(‘stion. From 
an exchangt' of \ i('ws it secaued as though a 
compromise might be possible' without rloing 
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violonco to tlio inforost.^ of fitljor nnd tlu* 
inovt'inont in Italy thus gained further ilefinite 
adherents. In the niennlinio discussions were 
going on in Swit/erland between a nuinher of 
\higoslav and a group of ftalians, whr>so 

i<I('a it Mas to forni two eominit tt'es, Slav and 
Italian, to prepare tla^ way for agn'enient and 
vompi<nnis(‘, an<l for an actual <*oiigress. "Plio 



SIGNOR AtiOSriNO BKRHNINI, 
Minister of Public Instruction. 


flelil)t'ra( ions |)rogr('ss(*d very s|(»\Nly, and at the 
end ol Oeto))er came tlu‘ disa.ster of Caporetio. 

It was often, said tliat tlu* Italian inov'einent 
towards agi*(»eniont dat('d only from tiu* hour 
of Italy's ill-fort une. 'I'he facts gi\H'n above are 
sjiltieicnt (lispioof of tJie allegation. In ])oint 
of fact, tlie ('aj)oretto disaster retarded th«‘ 
moN’einent t\)r a time. M^liere were many 
Italians ho felt that Italy could not mak<‘ 
renunciations in the hour of mi>.tortune which 
she had not consi<lered wlien hei* arms w('r<' 
stieeessful. It is not too much to say that it 
was tlH‘ othei* side to t h(' eontrox'crsy which 
first r('ali/e(l tiiat agrecMiu'iit was mon' urgent 
then e\ (‘r. TIu' ^'ugoslavs knew \ eiy well that 
th(' completi' and final defeat of Austria- 
Hungary N>as much ?iiore necessary to them 
than t») Italy. koi- Italy it was immensely 
im])(»rtam. Kor thrm it was a ([uestion of life 
or death. Tlu* defeat at t’aporetto, following 
upon tlu‘ <‘ollap-r of Russia, <»|)(aied the (*yes 
of many ^'ugosla\> to tIu' iinpcM-ious necessity 
of composing t h('ii' dilfrriMices with Italy. 

Rut an agrei'inent with the Yugoslavs was 
<*tdy a part of tlie progiamme that was now 
p!‘(^pared.- 'Phe situation ck'arly demanded the 
close alliance of all ani i-.Xustrian foi <-es and tlu 


adoption of all anti -Austrian weajtons, within 
and without the Monarchy. Aji Italo-t.zecli 
(V)mmiltoe had existed for some time. The 
Tolish (V)mmittee in Rome had established 
cordial relations with influential circles, though 
the policy of tlie Gonsulta was not encouraging 
in (his ca.se any more than in those of the other 
.suliject -races. Italian sympathy with Rumania 
was traditional. 

Various groups in Italy worked to ])ropare 
the way for agietanent and coopei*ation, but 
the actual arrangements were carried out by 
an Italian (Vanmittee which was forme'd on 
Kc'bruary 15. 'Phis Committee, which was 
entitletl “(‘ommittee for the Kntenti* between 
the nationaliti(‘s subject to Austria-Hungary,” 
consisted of a numl)(M- of influent iid jioliticians 
aiul journalists. An R.vi'cutivi* (Ximmit lei' w'as 
appointed. <‘onsist ing of Senator Ruflini, a»i 



SENATOR FRANCESCO RUFKINI, 

Of the Committee for the entente between the 
Nationalities subject to Austria-Hungary. 

ex-mini.ster ami the great authority on the life 
of Cavour, the deputies vSignori Torre, Baizilai 
ami Area, Signor Maraviglia of the fdea 
and Signor Amt'iidola, Rome corre- 
spondent of the Corriem del/a Srra. 

Immediately after the formation of the 
eominitti'e Signor 'JV>rre left J^ome for Paris 
and London as the di'legate of this committee, 
charged with the duty of entering into nogo- 
tiation.s with tlie repro.sentatives of the various 
suhjt'ct races, and especially with tiu' Vugo- 



Tin: TIMES IIISTOHY OF THE 


8lavs. Moaiiwliile tho Italian “ Intervoiition- 
ist ” Socialists had formed themselves into a 
group known as tho Italian Socialist Union. 
Tlu' represent at iv’es of this group at the Kii- 
tente Socialist t.'ongri'ss lu'ld in London in 
Kebriiary (20 24) pn)pos(‘d to the Congress 
that its stattMiicnt of war aims should include 
the “ dism(‘ml)(‘rment " ol' Anstria-Mungarv. 
The Congrt'ss found th(‘ [)r()posal too blunt, and 
took refuge in a formula which dt'clarcMl that 
“ th(‘ rights of inde[)endenco claimed by C/.<'chs 
and Yugoslavs could not be, considered as 
(|uestions of autoiuany within th(‘ Dual 
^Tonarchy.’ 

More importa.jit, howiwta*, thai^ tlu'se idforts. 
for it gave an oOicial sanction to the movtaniMil 
tor an agreement between Italians and Soutlua’n 
Slavs, was an intervi(‘\\ b(‘lween Signor Or- 
lando and Dr. Ante 'rrumbitcli. Pr<‘sidcnt t>t 
thf' Ytigoslav (\)mmitt(M', which t<»ok pla.e(‘ in 
Loialon at tlw' end of .bi.iiua.ry d’la^ inter 
vi(‘W was cordial, and se(‘m<*<l t(» st'rv'e as a 
foundation for tli(' w'ork of the in‘xt hwv weeks. 
However, wluaj Signor 'Torre arrived in l.<ondon 
and endeavoured to (laee a, formula for agree- 
ment with Dr. 'Trumbiteh, it was found with 
<li(liculty. 

The crowning manib'stat ion of all thes<- 
efforts w'as the (’ongrc'ss of th<‘ OppiX'sst'd 
Nationalities of Au,sl ria -Hungary, which wa> 
lield in Koine, in the (.'apitol, on April S. 11 and 
10, 1918. The Italian d«'Iegation, in ad<litioii 
to th(' members of tiu' Hxt‘Cuti\e Commit 1(‘<‘ 
UMaitioned abov't', included represtaitai i vt‘s s(‘nt 
by tlu* Italian (binmittei* for an Jtalo-Yugo- 
slav' Kntente, w liicli had grown out of the 
iK’got iat ions in Swit Z(‘rland , by tlu' Italo- 
( 'Zecli Committee, and by various grou|)s wlii<’h 
had inter(‘st(‘d themselv(*s in the* work of 
forming the specifically ant; -Aust rian Alliance, 
among tiuan s(*v('ral of tlu* best-knov.n Xa- 
t ionalists. 

4"he (\vngr(*ss was closed aft<‘r three <lays‘ 
discussion among tlu* various committees into 
which the del<*gations wen* divad<‘d, by a ple- 
nary sitting, in which <lcelarati(»ns wen* made 
by M. ].«in)u and Senator Draghic(*scu on 
behalf of tlu^ Rumanians, 'SI. B(*nes for the 
Uzecho-Slovaks, Dr. 'rrumbit<*b for tlu* ^'ugo- 
slavs, and M. Zamorski fia* the l*ol(*s. SjU'cche.'-. 
were also imuh' by M. Kranklin-Kouillon, Mr. 
Wickham Stee<l, M. Alb(*rt 'Thomas, Signor 
Barzilai and Senator Kunini. The work of the 
Congress was emboilied and proclaimed in a 
declaration read by the Vice-J’r(*sident , Signor 
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'Torre, which included three separate docu- 
ments ; a s«‘ri(‘s of threi^ ivsolutions unani- 
mously vot(‘d by the ( Vmgress : a. special 
agreement bctwei'n the Italian and Yugoslav’ 
delegab's, which was a re-allirmation of tin* 
t(‘rms agreed on lu'twcen Signoi* 'Torre aiul 
Dr. 'Trumbiteh in London, and a separat<' 
resolution put forward by the Kolish (U'legates, 
who, whil(> a.<l hering to the g(‘n(‘ral declaration 
of the Congress, wish<‘d to place ou ?-ecor. I 
tiu'ir expression of the f;n*t that the Colish 



SIGNOR ANDKKA TORRE, 

Dclc^tate to Paris of the ('ommittee for the 
entente between the Nationalities subject to 
Austria-Hunjtary, 

problem was not eonfiiuMl to Austria-Hungarv 
'Tlu* gt*iu*ral |)roclamat ion ran as follows: 

'I’Ih' J*CJ»l'ev(Ma.-ltlV (»|‘ ll.lf KHIflhtie-s Miltjict wlinlly 
(U- III |»ie t I <) t Ilf ( 1( (ininioM el .\ii-lnii llimu:ir\’, I f m luui'-. 
I’elf^, Kiimnni.m-. h-i >- Imv ) ifrff m nllirmiii'; 

M', ll'f price l|)lf ^ thill hull iiitenii llieil eeiMineii 

;lf» loll : 

I. b.lfh el the-'- peeplf- plinhimi'' it- n;4a le loii-^II- 
mtf It" own Mill ’eiiidil V Mild Slate iinil v er (<• einiipleO- 
a. Mini te attain tall imhpeiideiiee. pel’lieid .uid •<■*> 
liuinie , 

' 2 . I'iaeh el tllC'e pi'eplf'^ »een:.'iii/.r- m the .\iolre- 
1 Imn^.iiiaii Monanhv the in-lnimeal et' (ieiiiiaiiie 
deininatieii and tin- tuMdiUneal d iilet-fU- te the reah/.n 
lion ei e- a- eirat ieii - and it nsjlil - ; - 

.*1. 'Phis a'>-einhl\ cm e^ai/.e- nie;inahi!e tin iiece'Ml \' 
of <1 common -tnii>'.|i' a.'am>t the eommoii o|)pre- -oi - . 
>o that eaill people tiKiy VMM eomplefe lihelMtioll lllld 
eoiuplele iiiitional imil_\ in a free Slrite iinily.” 

'The Italo Ahigoi^lav Agri'ement was in these 
terms : 

I. In (he lelation- helweii the llidltli n.i!ii'i: and 
the nation -.I Si ih , I'roal- and Slovene,^ Unown id-o 
nn.ler iIm' inMiie of i he ^'lll;o-la\ indieii. the n iiie-enia 
tivf' of file two pt'opie, re'-oani/.!' itiat t'le nnilv and 
mill {ie!idi‘i:e*- ol the Yni:o he- nation o a \il d Itidnei 
inlereO, a - the eeiuplefien of Italy’- n;ilioiml nnit\ i- a 
\if;d i.nlere-l ol the Viiuoda\' nation ; 

:i. rhe\ atrirm itial the hhei-id'en ot t h'- Vdiailii Se-i 
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nnd its (Iffrnco nymy on<*my, prosont or futim*, 

is a vital intorost, of tho two f)ooj)U^s ; 

It. They pledf^o t.h<*iiisvlvt's to sottio in an ainicnblo 
muniior, in ♦ho intorost of futnro frioncUy and sincere 
relations between the two jjooples, all particular terri- 
torial controv(*rsies on (he basin of the priiu*iph*s of 
nationality ami the right of peoples to decide their own 
lot, ill such manner as not to injure vital interests of tho 
two nations, which shall be defined jit the moment of 
peace. 

To those nuclei of the people which should liavo to 
be included within the frontiers of tho other shall b(‘ 
recognized and guaranteed the right that their language, 
their culture ami their moral and economic interests 
fchall be respoct»‘d. 

Tho Polish declaration wns as follows : 

The Polish nation, which in the slmgglo for its unit} 
and independence desires to liberate the Polish terri- 
tories actually in possession of Austria, considers Ger- 
many as the prineipal enemy of Poland. 'The future ot 
Poland, thi'rofon*, depends entirely upon the result of 
the struggle against Genuany b«‘CM.use the prineipal aim 
of German poliejr is to prevent the unification of PolamI 
and ( h(? creation of a powerful Polish Slate which would 
he an opponent of. German domination over the whole 
of Ivi^lcrn Jtliir(»p(«. 

'I’hc I’oles. associating themselves with t)ie peoples of 
tin; Austro-Hungarian Monarcliy in their struggle for 
nalioual \uiily ami independence, see in the free action 
of all (lui peoples of G<-ntral and Eastern Europe one t)f 
the j)rineip!il conditions of their inrle])end«aioo t)f 
Germany. 

The hd)()nr.s of Dio (\>ngr(‘ss wore /inlshod, 
and its proolainatioii made to tho world, on 
April 10. Two (lays lator tlio dologatos wore 
Aooo’wcd \:yy Ov\vuu\o, and \a\h »pccc\\ lo 

thorn pMt the oVWo'wd seat npon t\u' rosotutions 
proelaiinod from tlu' C^ipitcjl. Tho Italian 


Pnunior was able to quote various uttoraiujos of 
his own to show that both ho and tho Cloveni- 
inent of wltioh ho was head wore at one with 
tho spirit which had animated the (/ongross. 
S|)ociany notow(^rthy wore his roferoncos to tho 
differences between Italians and Southern Slavs. 
Ho claimed that it was “ the traditional cun- 
ning ” of Austria whkdi had “ unchained tho 
racial passion.s of the oppressed nationalities, 
inciting the one against tho other in order to 
dominate them the more easily.” Ho urged 
that each race should think rather of the com- 
mon sufferings and common aims of both, and 
that they should “examine loyally and sin- 
cerely tlio respective conditions that iniist 
govern the existence of each race and the 
rocifirocal sacrifices which woidd have to be 
made in the case of certain national groups 
existing in those ‘gray zones’ near tho 
frontiers.” There was no real cause for discord 
if such an examination were made?, and if 
“ just guarantees wore given to those hjreign 
elements which tho mutual necessities of exist- 
ence would inevitably allot to one or other of 
tlie tno different political entities.” 

The Congress of Oyjpressed Nationalities and 
its solemn declaration, which came to bo known 
as the Pact oi Home, consecrated the alliance 
oi AwstiTa-^^ungaiys VrtecoTve\\a\>\e 
and laid down a basis for their common action. 
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It did not, however, resolve the acute differ- 
ences between Italians and Yu^^oslavs. It 
deliberately put on one side the j)ractical diffi- 
culty of a territorial settlement. The fact was 
stated with the utmost clearness in I)r. Tnim- 
bitch’s speech at the last plenary sit ting. The 
President of the Yugoslav Committee said : 

Wo arf^ ttj^roed tlial- all the cont rovorsirs betweoii our 
two pouplos (Italian and Slav) must ho rosolvod on I ho 
basir?, of princi[)Ios jlotormimiii by us, in tho conviciion 
that the praoti* id solution of those cont rov’orsios lies 
outsido our <*tii potonco to-xlny and must await tho 
inonjont of its riponin^, and in tlio conviction, inoro 
pariictdarly, ttia to-day tlio cliiof prooccxipatioii of all 
, — a i^rooccupaticn which siirpassos all ollior interosts — 
is that of obtainiu^^ victory <jvor tho c<»mmoii enoii^y. 

Although private con versa! inns seemed to 
indicate that an accord would not be difficult, 
given good will on both sides, many of those who 
had followed the whole movement realized that 
tho t€u*rns of the Agreement left jdenty of room 
for misuiulerstanding. The Italian Nationalists 
did not give up their hopes of “ retloemiug ” 
some part of JJalmatia. ITow tho Pact was 
regarded by one section of the? Yugoslavs may 
be proved by tho utteranct^s of Fatlier Ivoro- 
shetz. President of the Yugoshw National 
Council, and Dr. Wilfan, loader of tho Yugoslavs 


of Trieste (both Slovenes), on ^Tay :10, 1918, 
seven weeks aftea* the ])roclamation of the lhu*t 
of Rome. Dr. Wilfan claimed for the? Yugoslavs 
all territory east of thc' Tsonzo, without excep- 
tion. Father Koroshetz claimed that bejth 
Trieste and Fiuino w(‘ro iu'e.*t‘ssary to Yugo- 
slavia, and adtlressod an elorpie^nt apostroplio 
to the city t?f 'rrieste, which, he sai<l, sits 
throned as Quoem in our tJioughts.” 

It was evident thus earlyr that tho Pact e>f 
Rejine was an unsure' fe)undation for a settle- 
ment of the? te?rritoriaI epicst ioii. 

Wliile the^ political world was busily e)cciipic<l 
during the wiiite^r me)nt hs, tliere? was breathing 
space upon tlu' Italian front. It was on 
Christmas Day, 1917, that the' Austrians finally 
eH'ased their c'fforts to lir»'ak thri>ugh tbe 
nuiuiitain line, anil it w.is ne'arly six months 
heft^re any fiirtlie'i* aetie)n on a larger scale' took 
plae.e. During this time^ hnwe'vc'r, tln'ro vwre 
various local act ions of consi<l<‘rable importance. 
The first of these' was a brilliant attack by tho 
Fre'iich troc^'ps who had take?n ovt'r the' ^Nlonte 
Toniha sector (st'c? \%)I, X\\ Cha]). CC.hXXXfTT). 
After a whirlw ind artiJIe'ry preparation, which 
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Wrts opeiu‘(l on the morning of December .‘JO, 
that part of the Monte Tomba-^Ionf(‘nei-a ridge 
which was still h(*ld by th(' ^‘iiemy was stormed 
with great dash and very littU‘ loss, tlie defend- 
ing troops being for the most part eom])lc«tely 
da/.ed by the extreme^ vioU'iiee of the artillc'iy 
tire, in which ])otli Britisli an<1 Ttaliaii batteries 
joined tlujse of the French. 'Pins ac*tion was 
admirably carried out, and nearly 1,500 
prisoiu'fs were' taken, wdiilc> the losses on the 
Frcncli sid(* w^ re very slight indt'cd. It hatl a. 


siderable suec(*ss. The Trst was litth* mon* 
tlam a raid on a lai*g<' scal(^ Down by the 
course o! th«' Old l‘ia\(*, among the lagoons 
and marslu's. the Italians madi" a. surprise' 
attack to the (*ast of (\ipo Sih‘, iMishing a 
sy'^sti'iu of tr(‘in*h(‘s and taking 50 prisoiu*rs. 
Th(‘ eia'iuy n'acted (juickly and e?ierg(*t ically 
but c'ould not reco\er his lost positions, and 
only added largely tt) hi:^ casualty list. 
On th'‘ mountain front, betwt'en t lu* IJrenta 
and the Pia\e, th<‘ operation uiahu'taken wa^s 



I'finrh ffhtitoL’rfi f^h . 

PKISONRRS OF WAR TAKEN BY THE I TAIJANS ON MONTE TOMBA. 


^efpiel, too, foi* a hue days later tb(^ enemy 
wilhdnwv from th»' northerr) slope' of the '1‘omba. 
ritlge, abandoning all the ground betwT't'ii tiu' 
ridge and tlu* Ornie torn'ut. 

The year tinished w<*ll, and tlu' new year 
began w'ell. On .bmuai v 1, lOIS, the .Xtistrians 
who had eiossi'd the l’iav<* at tla* Zenson b(*nd 
in Xovemlx'r, and h<*ld, although they could not 
<‘nlarg(', tins useful bridgeluaul, were dri^■(*n 
hack across t lu' rivei* as tlu* result <»f sti'ailv 
pressure whieh ha<l Ix'cn going on for s«>me 
days. Xor was tlu're long delay before further 
proof was given tliat the Italian Arm\, so 
lat(*ly tried to tlu* uttermost, conhl do more 
than act on the deh'nsixe. On .lannary 14 
twT) attacks were launched, in two dilf(*rent 
sectors f)f t hf* front, and b.'th mt*! with eon- 


much mon* am])itious. An attempt was made 
to retake Monte vXsolone. which had b«*en 
capturt'd four weeks before. an«l was the 
fartlu'st poijd reached by the ('neiny in his 
attempt to ari‘i\«* at the plain by ties i-oute. 
'Idle Italian c*lfor*1 was not entii*elv sne«‘eN>f n I . 
Monte .\s(»lone \\as stornn'd h\ a \(‘r\' tine 
infantiN attack, though the men had to go 
through deep ".now to (he en(“rn\' (reneh(s. 
But the snininit was not lu'ld niaha the -.(orni 
of slu'll whieli was concent rid ed upon it. 
'Trenehes to tlu* right and left, however, were 
maintained agaiiist repeate<l counter at t a< ks. 
ami some Idd prisoners inclmling a eohaiel. 
w ere ca]>t nred. 

'Plu* Third .Xi'iny, on tlu* l*ia\e, had ".h<»wn 
its offensive spirit. 'Die f'onrth Arm> had 
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ITALIANS ON THE SUMMIT OF COL D’EGHELE. 


tostini and puiiislanl the Austrians in Iho 
tirappa. srolor. It was now the turn ot tlu‘ 
l'’'irsf. Army to take a hand, and win a v<‘rv 
notahh* sncc^'ss. 'idle setme of the was 

that, wliere ^Marshal Conra.d's uttensiNc* liad 
iu'en finally e}i<*<'kt‘d on Cdiristinas Day, the 
h(*ights of Col riel .Rosso a.n<l Monte di \'al 
Ik'lla, wr'st of tlu‘ ujiper Val Kr(*n/.r‘la. 
An atta.<*k was lauiudied a^jainst the line which 
ra.n from Monte Sisemol across the Fren/.ela 
Valh'v, but the main obji*eli\'es wert' Col del 
Rosso and Val Bella. As a. rt'sult of 1 ht^ first 
day’s fij^hting (.lanuary 27) (d>l del Rosso and 
Col rl’IOfhele were both capturerl and lield, 
while on th(' other side of th(' Val hVen/.ela, 
in tlie Sasso Rosso s(*(*tor, the enemy line was 
bnavched in various places, and a. numbta’ of 
prisoners were taken. Aftcw a lull at night, 
the fight was resumed the next day by a furious 
Italian at lack on \'al l^tdla, which was enf indy 
successful. Tht' way had been pavcal by the 
first rhiy’s lighting, when the Italians had 
broken chain through between ^lonte Siseniol 
and Val Ihdla, an.l had also outflanked the latter 
height from the east. More than 1,500 pri- 
soners remained in Italian hands at the c^nil 
of the first day, and nt^xt morning, when the 
attackers swarmed up three sides of the Monte 
di Va Bella and finally took the .summit. 


more* Ihaii a thousand Austrians \\r*r(^ cap- 
tured. The enemy did not acknowledge defeat 
readily, A v(*ry heavy artilli'ry fin* was directed 
against the (‘aptured ])ositions, and re])eatiul 
count er-at f neks were made', which failed w it.h 
heavy loss. Two enauN' divisions, the* 21st 
Scluifz(*n and th(^ 100th Landstiwin, were so 
roughly handled that tiu'ir remnants had t-o 
be withdraw 11 from the line, an<l two others 
siirfered very heavily. In thesis divisions were 
t hree specially trained mountain brigades, which 
were hit specially hard, among them the First 
Kaiserjager. Such troops are not f^asily 
replaceable, and tlie Austrian losses meant 
mor(‘ than their mere numbers would signify. 
Six guns fell into Italian hands, many treneb- 
inortars, a hundred maehinc>-guns and several 
thousand rifle's. 

It was a very useful victory. Important 
positions were taken, whieli improved the 
rather cramped situation of the Italians, and 
the enemy sulfered serious loss. But more 
impoi'lant still was the proof that the Italian 
Army could not only resist — that had boon 
.shown by the wonderful .stand after the long 
retreat — hut could already hit back hard and 
retake from the enemy very strong positions 
wdiicb had been in his hands for over a month. 
The recovery from the long trial was very 
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quick ; and it was of Hpec*ial si^iifioance 
that the brigac^e which took (\)l (tol Rosso 
and held it against all the furious counter- 
attacks of tlic Austrians was the Sassari 
Brigade^* which hail belonged to the. Second 
Amiy and eoine through the worst- of the groat 
retreat. All its old offensixe spirit and all its 
old tenacity were shown again, and there W'ore 
other units with similar experiences which now 
showed theinselv’es refieshed and undaunted, 
eager only to win back something of what had 
been lost. Among these was the Fifth Her- 
* Set* Vol. XV, (Chapter C(WXXI1I. 
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saglieri Regiment, which, with two of the 
recently formed assault detachments, the 
Fourth Jiersaglitai Briga<le, and, of course, 
sev’eral Al})ini battalions, won spec*ial honoui*s 
in this mountain tight. 

h^arly in Fcdiruary tla^ w(‘atla*r broke and 
snow canu’' in consid(*ral)U‘ <juantity, tliough 
the fall for (he season, which had begun so latc^, 
r(‘mained w'cll b(‘l»»w' tht' a.veragi\ Th(*re w^a'i 
much mist, and lieavy c loiul, and x isibility was 
poor throughout tile spring. Thougli this 
seemc'd to ha\'e little' (*rf<*ct upon the air s(‘rvict^ 
w'hich was x'c'ry active' on both sides, then' w<‘re 
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no infnnlry operations of any itn[)ortaiic*e 
until the* sinninor. Tliere \\ere infantry raids, 
in whieh Hritisli units on tlio I^iav<Mlistinguishe<l 
I lieinsoK t‘s, and air raids and artillery tleinon- 
st rat ions, hut both sides were waitinjr, pre- 
[)aj'ing for the serious trial of strength wliieh 
cveryora' kn(*\\' would <*oine with th(» leng <Iays 
ar)rl tlu^ di> w<‘athf'r. Throughout the winter 
and spi-in^ thert' was niort^ airwoit: than t lua-e 
had hitherto })eeii on t lu* Italian front. Both 
sid<*s were reinforced, t Ju? Italians }>y British 
flying men aial a low h’rench, the Austrians by 
( h'rinan bombing scpiadrons, w hich soon sbow t‘d 
that they had two main obj(‘ctiv('s, Badua aial 
\h*niee. The first raid on Batlua (*ame at niiu* 
o’elo<‘k on the jiight of December 20, and the 
laid was rt^pi^aterl the tw’o following nights. 
On the first occasion 13 people were killed and 
<>() woundt'd, ])iit no buildings of importance 
WM*re hit. On the second visit of the ( ferman 
‘planes, although mor(‘ than 20 boml)s w*ere 
droppi'd and gr(‘at (k‘st nad ion w^as caused 
to a numb«*r of liuildin^s, there w<‘re only three 
killed and thriH* wounded. The Ohurch of San 
X'alentino was hit by an incendiary bomb aial 
set on tire, and the tow ta* of the Oarmiiu* Ohurch 
was ]iaitly d(*stroyed. 'ria* third rai<l lasted 
six hours in all, fi’om 0 p.m. on Dec'emlxa- 30 
till 3 a.m. on i)(M(‘mlK*r 31. Again t h(*rt‘ were 
only a few casualt i(.‘s, li\'e woundc'd, but the 
d.image done to lauklings was s(ii<nis. 
tVu^-.ade of the catheilral was partly <Iestroyed. 
aiul the basilica of St. .\ntony, tiu' famous 
«*hurch of " II Santo,'’ sut'fer(‘d eonsiderably , 
It was (•iirioii.'-. that out <»f the <•< unpartit i\ el\’ 
small number of « asualitit'S t h(*re should bavi* 
been threi* w'omi*n of Atistrian birth. 

During the following wtH'ks \'enie«‘ and 
Padua aial th<‘ little towns of the X^audian 
phiin wt'rt' repeateilly attacked. 'I’l.t* worst 
raid was that made upon Vdaiice tni the night 
of Pebruaiy 2(i. Xeniee had already bf‘ei. 
afta<‘k('<l mori' than ii) tiiiM's, but <»n this 
occasion tight iiours passt'd from the tirsl 
appearauet of tiu* eia niN t«> t h<' dyojjping of 
t)i(‘ last bomb, and o\ ei 3<HI b<»mbs wiao 
dro]>p('d in all. The uuu hines came in wa\'es, 
and each no doubt marh' more than one 
journev , for X’enice was \ ta v 7iear the .Xiistrian 
lines. In all r)n machiiu‘S took pai t in the raid, 
or sanies ot rai<ls, aial the damage they <lid 
was considerable. Thr Bo\nil Palact' was 
st rui’k, .‘>S houses w ert.* smashed, and thri'e 
churc]u\s wer(' damageib SS. (iiovanni e Paolo, 
San (lioxanni Prisostomo and San vSinieone 


Piccolo. Yet the sum of loss was amazingly 
.small consi<lering the thick cluster of treasures 
that make.s n]> Venic(\ The escapes were 
extraor<!inary. Fifteen bombs fell near the 
J)ogc's Palace, all of them, foitunabdy, in th(' 
watt'r. Guo OTily just mis.sed the Bridgt' of 
Sighs, aial bomb.s fell all rf)und the Ponte di 
Rialto, It was a miracle that the finest jeweds 
of Venice all renn.'iineel untouched on this 
fiecasion as on others, though a bomb hdl 
within fivt‘ yarels of the doors of St, Mark’s in 
an earlier I'aid, and there' wn'ie e>thei* esenipe's 
4is nari‘e)w'. Ve't there^ was damages deme' that 
is iiTCjiaralile*, feir to count less pe'e)ple^ the're^ is 
harelly a steaie' e>f Venien^ that eloes ne)t at 
h'ast gi\'e something te) the setting of the^ rare'r 
jewels. Anel it was all shee-r wnint e>ime'ss. 
No military purposes eoulel l)e^ sorveel by the* 
attacks on the' trenisure's eif Xd*niee*, anel both 
Port anel Ai.se'nal lay far e'lmugb away from the* 
things that matte*!* tei re‘fiite* the* elefc'iice' of 
eonfusieiii e>f aim. 

Tlie‘ .air activity elisplayenl by the* Baliem 
anel l^ritish airine'u wa.^’ e)l a elirteri'iit kind. Jt 
was e*e)nthH*el to military ope^rat ie^iis, and it 
was ve*ry snee*essfu!. Manv de'striietivc' raiels 
w(*re* maele* n[ion ae*rodre.)nie*s. railweiy jim<*tions, 
and e*;u*ampme*id s. anel air lighting be*e*ame* 
<*e)mmone'r e)u the* ♦>e)nt than it bad ew'cr b(*i*ii. 
until the* e*!ie‘my e)nce‘ me>re* gr<‘vv sliy, and 
slic.iwenl hiUiSe'lf as nirel\ as cbiring the* pre*\’inus 
suijune*!* be*fe_)re* the* Italian re'trc'at. At that 
time* the* Ite.lians bad <*s1 ablisbe'd a eoin])le*te 
superie>rit y in the* ah*, but tb<*y ba-d lost nuie-b 
mat<*rial during tin* r(*tre*:it, and tin* e^nemy 
we rs* j.ow re infi >ree*d by ( iei*man tigble'rs as 
we'll as by (h*rma.n bennbc'rs. 'rhese turne'el 
out mon* < hiring tliaii the .Austrian flie>rs, few 
mejst <if w henu the Italians had little regard, 
but they snffe'r<*d be'avy loss, the* British tight - 
ing machines in particular eloing v^eiry use'ful 
work. ddu* Italieui spe'ciality was the^ big 
bombing niitediine*, iUid it elid aelmii*able se*r\'iee*. 
w bile* se‘\'e*ral long-distane-e* Mights w eav made* by 
Italian airnu*n, tln^ most re-markabh' of which 
was the .■)nn-iiiih^ joui'nciy to Frie*drie*lisbal’e'n 
and bae*k, wdii«-h was made* by two Italian 
aero[)lan(‘s earl\ in June*. 

.Xs the* winte*r passeel in pre*|*aralion, tliewe* 
was fre 'juent int ew<*hange* of British, Fr(*ne*b, 
met Italian e>Mi(*e*rs, ('specially in the artille ry 
arm. (h'neral ^ir Herbert l^luiuer repeirte’d 
that the Ibitisb olVice'rs maele* ejveu'v etfejrt te> 
illu'^trate the valuo of e^(3imter-ba ttewy w’ork, 
the' value of which we' had learned by experi- 
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onco in FraiuH*, but which the Italians had not 
hitherto fully appreciated,” and he noted the 
anxiety of the Italians “to profit by any 
experience we could ^ive theju ” It had not 
been easy for the Italians to ti^st- for themselves 
the value of counter-bat tery work, for there 
had never been enough shells for the purpose* 
or enough guns for siniultatu'ous barrage and 
counter-battery fire. But guns and sliells 
were becoming more ])lentifui, and evt^ry 
advantage was taken of tht‘ experience of the 


He was left with five Allit'd divisions, threes 
British and tw'o French, but the Italian corps 
wdiich h(' had lost was a strong one, consisting 
of .10, 000 men, ami th(' French ili visions viere 
relativ'cly weak, tlu‘ entire French force in 
Italy totalling les-* than ,*10,000 iiumi. 

While it was f'viilent tliat tlie riaiis 

would make an offen‘-:i\ e as soon as tlu^ W'eather 
sc*rv(‘d, the Italian eomiiiaTid eonsid«»ri'd (he 
possibility f)f anticipating this otfonsive, not 
hy an attack on tht' grmul scale', hut h\ “an 



KOMBED BUILDINGS ADJOINING THE RIALTO BKIDCHt. 


Britisli and Froneh in this as in otlier new 
<iev'(dopme,ils of warfare. 

'^TIk' spring oame, and minds were turtiing 
to the prosp('ct of an t'arly olYensi\e hy the 
Austi-ians when the st<a’m hurst in Fiance*. 
Owing to the* (ic'rman siie*e*esses anel tlie' e‘e)n- 
se*epit'nt erilie al situation, t hi*e*e* Freaieh elivi- 
sioas aiiel tVvo liritish we re with(h‘en\n from the* 
Italian freail,* and they were' feillenve'el liy the? 
Italian Si‘e*e)nel Army Cojps emde*r (Je^iie*ral 
Albriex'i, whie h was alse» elispatehed te» tliieke n 
the' line in France*. J''his me'ant a se*rie)iis 
weake'iiing eif the* forces uiiele*r (Je*iie*ral Dia/.. 

Goaoral lMitiin*r hiut ft wlu'n it })i*cniiu* t vicfoiit 
that the* first tMU'ia.N eOort e»f tin* ye‘ai* woulel not he* in 
Iteily but ill Franco. Hi-? fle^parlure* Ava.s scry j^ivally 
i-ogrt-itocl by I lie' Italians, witli wboii’ hi- had -noii 
t.‘ tabhshed tiic bc.'.l po'.si blc r(*l(it ion^. K< »rl ti naf » ly )ii.* 
h*fl a worthy -oore-:-or in (..eird 


ae'tiein of mineir seeipe*," w]iie*]i slieailei at eui(*e^ 
im]ireive* tlu' Italian positions in the* Asiego- 
Bre*nt«i /.eiii'*, aiiel thi'e'a(<*n the* Austrian e*emi- 
muiiicat ieais ])e“t w e e*n l'\‘!( i-e* anel d're-nto.* During 
.\pril it was clear tliat (he* e*ne*my lea*-; planning 
,*m edh iisive* eai both si<|e‘s e>f the Bienta, in the* 
Asiago iiplaiiels anel in the* (ira})pa sootea*, liiit 
by tile* miehlle' eif May, a feert night be'fote* the* 
elate* ehe>se*n feir the* Italian atlae*k, it hael lie*- 
eeiine* 4*\ieh'nl. tied a n'.ue*lj more* amhiiieais 
se*he*mt* was being pre*pare*(| by the Austiiais. 
'fhe* ofk'iisive* astrieh* (lie* l^re'ida was to he* 
c«anihine*d with a streiight elrixe* agaitist tlie* 
Italian lines on tlie* I'iave'. Ne w Austrieui 
eli\'i.*-.ie)ns were* arri\'ing on the front, ami 
imTcasing the* nume'rie*al sup(‘rie>ri t y of the* 

’ See* (ri*i!e*i.ei |)i 17/ lb poll. 
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enemy. The Italians had to change attack 
into defences but special measures were taken 
to onsuro that t he defence should be essentially 
iictivc — that it should be ready to develop at 
once into a strorjg counter-offensive. 

The Tta.lian forces wore flisposed as follows. 


I 



[F'rench official photograph, 

FRENCH AixD ITALIANS WATGHINO 
TOGETHER ON THE PIAVE. 


Oil the oxtnnne right was the Tliird Army 
under the Duke of Aosta, which was aligned 
along the IMave u[> from the sea so as to cover 
both Venice and dVeviso. Next came the 
Eightli Army nndor (leiieral Feimella, which 
hi^ld the Middle Piave, iiicluding tlio Montello 
sf'ctor. On its loft again was the Fourth 
Army under General Giardino, occupying the 
mountain sector between the l^iavc and the 
J^renta. Next lay the Sixth Army under 
General IVIontuori. This army, w^hieh held 
the lino in tlio Asiago uplands, or rather the 
whole stretch bctw^cen the Brenta and the 
Astico, was a composite army, Italian, British 
and French. It had been decided early in the 
spring that the Brifah contingent should be 
transferred from the Montello to the mountains 
for the summer months, and by March 29 the 
troops were established in their new positions. 


The transference of the French from the 
Monte Tomba sector took place about the same 
time. The right of the Sixth Army was com- 
posed of Italian troops, who held what might 
be termed the Val Fronzela sector. Then came 
the French XTT. (.'orps, then the British, 
wdio held the liills w'hich faec Asiago and 
(*anovo from the south. The loft wing of the 
army was Italian. Next tJie Sixth Army, 
from th«^ Astico to Lake Garda, was the First 
Army, anil boyfind, from Lake Garda to the 
Swiss border, tls* Seventh Army But these 
t\vi> armii's were not engaged in the great battle 
upon w hi(*h Austria-1 lungary staked so much. 

* In April, 191 S, the 5(i divisions under General 
Diaz (51 Italian, .‘I British, ami 2 French) were 
faced by 90 enemy flivisions. When the 
i*x[)ectod blow^ was stiuck at last, tlie numbea* 
had bocai increaseil to 71. And the Austrian 
suj>criority in artillery was calcnlatod at 25 per 
cent., mainly in medium and heavy calibres. 
The number of enemy guns employed in the 
offiaisive was estimati^il at 7,509. 

The wt eks of waiting --April, May, and the 
first half of June — were very anxious. The 
course of the fighting in France and Flaiiders 
scenu'd to ]'>rovo that a resolute offensive, con- 
ducted on Goman methods, <‘ould almost eounf- 
upori important gains at, the outset, even if it 
W’ero finally brouglit to a standstill. It was 
already realized that the w^ay to kill an offensivci 
of the latest German model wais to tlispose the 
defending troops in depth, with the front lines 
eom];aratively lightly lield, the “battle posi- 
tions ” well baek, and ample reserves behimi 
them. A great part of tJie front hold by the 
Italians w’as unsuitabh^ for tliese defensive 
tacties. There was no ilepth in the positions, 
littU* j’oom to yield and eoine again. Tietw^een 
the Piave and the I^renta especially tliey were 
fighting very near tlie edge of the mountain 
eountry. Nor was there far to go from the* 
Asiago uplands to the Vtnetian plain Hen^ 
was the weakness in tlie Italian situation. 
The defenrlers could not afford to give much 
ground, for a comparatively slight retreat 
would have brought them dowm from the 
mountains, which fall very steeply to the plain. 
It follows that a comparatively rigid system of 
defence w^as necessary. The defenders had this 
advantage, however, tliat the nature of the 
groimd in the mountain sector did not lend 
itself very well to the tactics which had b«?en 
so successful in France. Communications were 
difficult, and, above all, sjieed was difficult. 
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When April passed without the expected 
offonsivo in the mountains, the most interesting 
event of tho month was the first appearance 
among the Italian troops of the sohliers of a 
new Ally, the Czecho- Slovak State. It liad been 
decided to form a Legion from the Czecho- 
slovak prisonei's in Italy, and 'while the men, 
to tho strength of a division, were being 
organized and trained, advance detachments 
were sent to the front to try and get in touch 
with their brothers who weio still with the 
Austrians. They w’ere splendid men, and, look- 
ing at them, it w^as impossible not to be movc'd 
by tho thought of what th(‘y faced in the hope 
of freeing their country. Others who fell into 
enemy hands had tho right to fair and kindly 
treatment, though in this war that light wns 
seldom respected by ( Jermaii or Austrian. But 
for these men, if they were taken, tho gallows 
w’aited. 

April came to an end, and May drew* on.* 
About the middle of the month, as has been 
said, signs showed that tho Austrian offensive 
would be on an even more ambitious scale than 
had at first setaned piobal)l(\ ’^Fhore was to bo 
a double battle, on two wi<hj fronts. The news 
from France was still far from reassuring. 
W'honover one Cilermaii offensive ceased to gain 


ground another attack was launched, and on 
each occasion important progress w'as made. 
There w’as grave preoccupation in all circles 
regarding the forthcoming Austrian drivo, and 
it was generally felt that the tmemy woultl 
probably win a considerable* sueeess, though 
there was no misgiving as to the final issu(‘. 
Ho would be clu'cked ; tlu' lino would not bo 
brokiMi thougli it would bo ])ressed bac‘k. But 
the plain was neai* the invatltn-s in th<^ moun- 
tains, and Venice was near their armies on 
tho Piav^e. '^Fho outlook ditl not seem very 
encoui'aging. 

W'hile expectation was strung higli, tht^ 
Italian Command suddt*nly threw in two admir - 
ably conducted attacks towards the extr(Mnf^ 
ends of the long fi‘ont. '^Flio first attack w'as in 
tho Adamfdlo sector, already the sc;ene of extra- 
ordinary fighting, but farther north than the 
]U*evioiis actions, ni'ar tht^ 'i'onale Pass. On lire 
morning of May 25, Italian Alptni advaiKU'd 
upon tho rock fortress(\s of (^ima Zigolon, (^irna 
Presena and Monticello Th(^ two foriiK^r nrr' 
both over 10,000 feet above the sea, an<l 
Monticello is about 1,300 ft‘ot lower. The 
Italian gnus made it possible for tho Alpini to 
do w’hat sec'ins on the faet^ of it impossil)Ie. Fi?r 
tho Austrian positions, or mauy of them, were 
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VIEW FROM A BRITISH POSITION ON MONTELLO, LOOKING TOWARDS GORNUDA 
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inaceft:3sible to anyoiit^ brit a good clim>>er, and 
to tlio pnlookor it migiit have ajjpeared that 
the defenders could repidse thoir enemies with 
stones. But the guns uiado it difficult for the 
Austrians to leave^ their caverns, and the 
indoiiiitaVjle Alpini had a slender chance. They 
took it, f)f course. Once more they did what 
a])i)ftrently could not be done. Roped together, 
climbing slowly, laboriously, tirelessly, their 
haveraacks full of bombs, these matchless 
mountain fighters I'eached tlieir enemy, itself a 
feat, and then beat him. The struggle lasted 
throughout two days, and did not stop during 
all the moonlit night betwc'cn, and at the end of 
the second day they wore in possession of the 
]^(‘aks mentioned and the basin of the Presena 
Lake. togeth(»r with nearly a t housand ])risouers. 



AN ITALIAN OBSERVATION POST ON 
MONTE ADAMELLO. 


12 guns, 14 troneh-mortars, 25 machine-guns, 
ami scweral luindi‘e<l rifles, 

7^he second of the two actions, which took 
place* near Capo Sile, was in every w^ay a con- 
trast to the first, 4'xcept in its successful result. 
The first was carried out in a w’ihlerness of 
glacier and eternal sno\^', broken by black 
rock ridges so steep that snow cannot lie 
there, and it was drawn out over two days. 
The second tight was fought iu a liat green 


land of ditches and lagoons, where the soil 
barely emerges from the water, and the roads 
are causeways. The attack was over in a few 
minutes ; the enemy counter-attack failed 
badly, and the Italians were left in possession 
of their objective, with 440 prisoners, four 
trench -mortars and 10 machine-guns, besides 
several hundred rifles. 

'I’heso were heartening actions, which gave 
confidence for the trial which all know was 
imminent. There was a tiiiie of anxious 
tension, when all the information gained from 
prisoners told of great pieparations and an 
early move, and Anally the Italian Command 
was aVile to forecast the coming offensive even 
to its details. On June 11, whieh was marked 
by heavy firt* from tlu' Austrian guns all dtiy, 
the army was ordered to be on the alert for 
an attack early next morning. 

The attack earner at the- hour expected, 
prc‘eoded by a very violent bombardment, 
with much gas. But the Italian guns luv<l 
opened first, with a short but furious barrage 
on the trenchers and certain points of assc'iiibly, 
aii<l lieavy counter- battery fire. The enemy’s 
shooting was clearly handiea]>ped by this un- 
expected move. Ilis fire wa.s exccunlingly 
intense, hut it was iu>t \ cry a-cciii’ate. Though 
smok<^ and gas wt'rt* freely <»mployed, the 
defending troops wtue nou' all e(| nipped with 
the British mask, and wert* not greatly dis- 
turbed. Austrian attacks were* launchtMl on 
the western part of the front, near Riva ami in 
the Adamello district, whieh resulted in the 
temporary occupation of two mountain ])o.si- 
tions, the? Dosses Alto in the first-named sector, 
and in the second the Corno di t’avento, the* 
“ House of the Wind,” whieh the Alpini had 
tak(‘u from the Austrians exactly a year 
before. The whole frc:)nt was on fire from the* 
Val i.«agarina to the sea, but the real offensive* 
developed as had been foreseen. The two 
fronts of attack were frc^nn soutli-west of 
Asiag<-> to east, of Monte Crappa, a distance of 
nearly 20 miles, and from the jMontello to 
below San Dona di Piave, more than 25 miles. 
There were tlircH' main tliriists, the first on 
both sides of tlio Brent a valley, the second 
against the Montello frc:>nt, the third lower 
down the river, fre^m Fjj-g.ire, just north of the 
Treviso -Oderzo railway lino, to below San 
Doiik di Piave. The first sector was the 
centie of the northern attack, which had been 
emt misted by the enemy Generalissimo, Boroe- 
vitch, to Field-Marshal Conrad von Hotzen- 
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dorf, Conrad was the specialist in the Trentino 
region. He had made two great attacks, in 
May and June, 1010, and November and 
December, 1017. Each time he had failed to 
get through, but each time he had gained much 
ground. And now ho was very near the plain. 
On the western side of the Asiago plateau he 
was starting where he came to a stop two 
years before. On the eastern side, and across 
the Brenta, the attack was launched from the 
lines that marked the limits of the advance in 
the winter of 1917 Tn that fierce struggle 
Conrad had only oommandcHl the troo]>s wt^st 
of the^ Brenta, Krobatin dirt'cting operations 
between the Brenta and the Pia^ o. Now, in 
his tViird attempt to reach the fat plains of tht^ 
Veneto, Conrad had charge of the entire 
offensive on the mountain front The attack 
across the Piavc was conducted by a group of 
armies ^undei* Boroevitch hiiii.s(‘lf, the Arch- 
duke Josepli commanding opposite the Mon- 
tnllo, and General Wenzel von AN'urtn, with llu' 
old Tsonzo Army, direct»ng the thrust between 
Ponte di Piavc and San Donik.. 

>'rhe attack in the mountain st^ctor was a 
resounding faihirc', so great a. failure that it 
was broken oft, after three days’ hgliting, 
without any im|>ortant alteration iu the lino 
of the front. In the (irsi rush the lines of the 
Italians an<l their Allies were penetrated in 
various pla^H^s, aiul an anxious day followed. 
During tht> morning the enemy made fair 
progress on hotli s’des of the Brenta. 'The old 
V^al Hella-Col del llosso sali(»jit, from wdiose 
battered rocks tlio Italians hail withdrawn all 
hut a thill screen of infantry and macliiiie- 
guimcrs, fell before the ativancing waves of the 
enemy, and (k)stalunga, to tiu' west, was also 
take'ji. Troops pcaietrated eastwards of Monte 
Mel ago, "by the ruined houses of Sasso, and 
attaek<al the Pizzo K-azea, only a mile and a 
half west of Valstagna .uid the Brenta Vhidey. 
But nortliwar- 1, across the Fjcnzcla Vhilley, 
the Alpini were immovable. They were tucked 
^ip under th(‘ crests of the hills that rise steeply 
from the valley, tlie Sasso Kosso ami the Colic 
<li San Francesco, but the enemy coming down 
on them from above couM make no impression 
upon them. Three successive attacks all 
failed eoinpletely. Shells rained upon the 
rocky slope's, and the defc!iid<^rs suffered very 
heavily. On the ridge of the Cornonc, under 
Sasso Rosso, little isolated posts kept back 
the enemy wnth machine-guns and bombs until 
the reserves could come into action. At one 


critical spot all the defenders were killed or 
disabled with the exception of one Uian, but 
that one man helcL off fotir enemy attacks 
with his inacliine-gun until help came. North 
of the Frenzcia Valley, where the enemy must 
have expected to have an easy’ task, he gained 
practically no ground at all. And farther west 
his early successes were soon countered. By 



GENERAL WENZEL VON WURM. 

Commanded an Austrian Army on the Piave. 

midday the Italians wore roimter-attacking 
ill force. Costahinga was soon regained, and 
the enemy troops w ho hatl taken Col del Rosso 
w€*rt^ checkerl and even pushed back a little. 
For three days this region was the scene of a 
fierce ami inieertain struggh*, in which thc^ 
t'lieniy strove in vain to widen and deepen 
the slight advance he liad madtx A desperate 
light raged round I'izzo Razea, which was 
taken ami retaken several times, but finally, 
at the eml of the third day's fighting, w’ns 
<lefinifely n'-oei upied by the deft'.mh*rs. It 
w?\s torn from the enemy by an assaulting 
column of' Ik'rsaglieri and infantry of th(^ 
Padua Brigade, wiio also w'on back the ruins 
of Sasso and the eenude^Ty which lies on thc^ 
edge of the steep fall to the Fron/(^la Vnlle\* 
The cemetery had been turned into a nest of 
machine-guns, but nothing could stop tla* 
aclcance of the Jtaliaiis. The night of June 17 
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Hixw (lofinito fniliiro of tlie Austrian erf«)rt 
west of tLo Brunt a >'’alloy. 

Meaiiwhih* iho Fourth Italian Army, or 
rathor t.ht^ lc‘fl of tla' army which lay V>otween 
the Bn'nta an<l Monto (lra])pa, was jioiiif? 
tliroiipli a very similar c‘xporicnc<j to that of 
t h(^ ri^ht W'iu^ of the Sixth Army. (Icncral 
OiarJino liad kupt his main forces wt'll back, 
as far back as the lie of the ground w’ouhl 
allows him, and t h(^ taiemy, attacking in mass, 
swept through th(' a<lva.nced Italian ]a»sitions 
iii frcjiit of (*ol h’tiprih' and Monte Asolone. 
Nor did fla*ir succ(*ss end there In s|>itc^ of 
1 h(‘ gallant rcsistjiiice of thc^ st'cond line of 
def<aid(‘rs t h(i Austrians gain<*d groumi both 
tf» w(‘sl and sojith. (\)1 ]Moschin was tedvcn 
and the enemy look<'d dow^i into the Hrenta 
Valley. Fushing south, detaclinuMits reached 
(^)l Baniero*, so tliat tlai greatei* ])ait cd the 
plateau west of (Irappa was iii Austrian liands. 
Both m)rth a.n<l west of Moscliin, (»n the very 
cilge of the \a!ley, tlu* Italians hung on stub- 
bornly ; and tlu' enemy a.dvaiH*(‘ t<jwards the 
plain, along the riilge that runs southward, 
])aralh‘l with the* Bnaita, was ht^ld up at (.’ol 
Raniero. Jly midilay on Jum* 15 t h(' Italians 
W(‘rt^ i*ount t*r-at tacking with succt'ss. K('st‘rves 
w’('re t hrown in at t right mouK'nl, and tlu‘ 
cut* my })cgau to give back. Soon . he was 
holding only Col M(*scbin, ha\'ing lost all his 
gains to the south and east. In the afternoon 
a. storm ros(', a hurri<*a.ne (»f wand and rain ami 
ilriN'ing cloud that hiil all the inonntaiji ridgcN'^. 
TIh* Italian guns [>onndcd the enemy oii Col 
M<»s<*hiii, an<l towaids ev<*iiing the counter- 
attaek ^va.s made. I'roops of the Basilicata 
Brigade, a hrigadt^ which had distingnishetl 
itself greatly in the d(S])erati‘ resistance on 
Monte "lomha. sevt'ii months earliei, W’cait 
forward in an irresist-iblt* rush. In half an 
horn* Mosehin was in Italian hands again. 
Nt‘xl day the I'lU'iny did not e\ en attempt t(» 
<‘ontimie the' attack. l\-rhaps h(' was waiting 
for t h(' n*snlt of the lighting on the otlier sidt* 
of th(‘ Breida, waiting, lik'' a. divishai which 
was lying in tlu' Brent a X’alU’y, for the siu-c*essful 
avtion whie.li should open the ^vn^ to Bassano. 
<^)nra<l luul faik'd to get through iu his first 
rush, and it almost siMiued iis though he made 
up his miud quickly tt» cut his loss. Foi* 
it w’as only in tlui Freuzela region tliat lu* 
made any attimijit to push liis offensive 
after tbe disa])poiiiting ri‘snlts of the first 
ilay's figlitijig. Jkobahly he was well a<l- 
Al'-n Ixiiown II'. Oi)l il*a (JiUln. 


visi‘d. .His atti\ck w as really smashed on the 
first day. 

'riw^ attack immediately east and west of the 
Brent a seems to have been the main ciporation, 
but both farther east, against the iHolarolo 
salient, and farther west, against the .sectors 
held by the Rrencli and British, determined 
attacks were made, lii the last-nametl sectors 
tlu‘ Austrian aims were very ambitious. 

Tn bis attack against the Solarolo salient, the 
<*nemy succeeded iu occujiying the Porte di 
Salt on, tlu^ ridge between thi.* Ornic and Calcino 
torrents, but b(‘fort> the ilay \vas o\'t‘i* lie was 
])n.sbr‘d ba<*k to bis point of (h'jiart tne. Tb(» 
attac*k in this setdor was probably irt the main 
<lemonst rat i ve. There was no advantage in 
incurring losses hei*e, when tla* main operations 
w'er(‘ stagtxl to the west- and south. It was 
difft‘rent oi^ the light of t h(‘ attack. W Ink* the 
main <lrive was in tlie. ciadnx it was hoped to 
break dowm tlu* tkd'enei* all the wa>' from the 
Astico to th(‘ Brent a. In the British sc'ctor, for 
instanei*, (*apt nrc*d map.s showt'd that tla’i 
eiu-my oh j(‘c( i\ (‘s for Jinu* 15 iiieludc'd Alonte 
Fan anti Cima di Foiite, which lii'* somt' thn'c 
miles btdiind the sk)])(‘s wliert* tlu^ British w’eit‘ 
iu line, and about the same distanet* from the 
plain. 

Tbe story of tb(‘ fight in this s<‘ctor ean bt^ 
tokl very .shortly. South-east of Asir.go tht‘ 
French troops lost a ftwv outlying positions 
which wt*r<‘ rtMaken wlit'ii tlic! j‘eser\'t\s eamt^ 
into action. Next tln' Fren(*h wtu't' tw't) Jiritisli 
(hvisions, tht' 2.’htl and 48th, w'hitdi wen^ 
attacketl h^/ foin* taitany divdsitins. The attack 
against f lu^ 2‘lrd r>ivision faik*(l completely 
The tmemy weie partly aided by mi.st, but they 
had t-o advanet' over a eoiisiderahle stretch of 
open ground, and never really t hreattait'd 
tlangt'r. 4'ht'y w'tM*e stopped for the most- pai-t 
with rifle and machine-gum fire, and their lo.ssi's 
were ht'avy. On tlu^ k‘ft, against th(‘ 4Sth Dix i- 
sion, tiu' had the advantage of thi* coxcm* 

su])])lied by th(* valley or depression along which 
runs tlu^ Asiago-Schk) lailway ; their attack was 
in some sense a surprise, and at first thi'y made 
<*onsi(k'rahle pi'ogrc'.ss. '^Phey occupied tlu* 
Briti.sh fi'ont line on a front of some *h(K)() yards, 
and suh.sec|uent ly ])enetrated to a de])th of 
about l,00t> yards. Tbe dofeiidei-s fell back on 
a. st'rios of switches, but tbe situation looked 
serious for a littk*. 'The reaeti*)n came ipiieklv* 
however, and the Ibilian 12tb Division on the 
left lent \a.Iunble a.ssistance botli witli infantry 
mid artilk-ry, which, in the wnrds ()f T.ortl 



THE TIMES HISTOEY OF THE WAIL 


3:i 


Cavan’s (Hspntcli, “ was largely respoiisihle tor 
bringing the Austrian infiltration to an iinniedi- • 
ate halt.” Advancing on to the switch lines, the 
Austrians found theinsel\(‘s in a kind <d‘ 
triangular pocket, where they were \'ery uncom- 
fortably situated. They hesitated, and wi'ie 
lost. All their suhsecpient (‘fforts faileil to 
enlarge their gains, and an isolated handful of 
British troops, who wen* still holding out 


nished an admirable (arg<‘t for Ihitisb. aiai 
Italian artillery, which hammered tliem with 
cruel etfect. Thith Brit ish divisions at tack<‘d tiu* 
ciu'my, taking full advantage of tlaar disorder. 
\ arious positions wimc* temporaiily o<*euj)ietl, 
and over l.tlOO piiscnu'is \\x‘re hriaight l*ack. 
with 7 mountain gnus and 72 nau'liine-guns. 
It was ealculatcMl that the (‘la'iny lasnalties 
were close upon a. 000. 



I flii'iitii oifi* .(// /'//o/z //. 

IN THE ITALIAN FRONT LINF: ON M0NTF:LL0. 


though they w(*n‘ suri'oundi'd, gav<’ them a 
good d(‘al of trouble. 'Dh'v could gain no more 
ground all day. During the night, un(h*r the 
pressure of various Biitish attacks, th(‘y began 
to give back. In tla: early moiiiing of the next 
day they were driven eom]det<ly out of the 
original British positions. They lost order, and, 
inst(‘ad of retreating by the comparatively 
.shelterofl valley from which lh(‘y ha<l attacked, 
they retirivl oxer the open ground, and fnr- 


'flie norlh(‘iTi half of the (i<aiblt idta<-k, the 
drive A^'hieh was t o ])nsh back tlu' Italian Aimic's 
in tlie mountains (a» to tlu' flank and the liiM‘ 
of retreat of the armii's in the ])lain, liad failed 
eoinpletc'ly in less than two days. The southern 
battle was to last longt r, but was to end in a 
failure no less complete. 

Dn the Tnorning of June 1.7 the Austrians 
succeeded in crossing the l*iave, undor 
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ftover of ti vnry cleverly inatiage<^i siiiokc 
barrage. Crossings were effected at various 
points, but tbree main bridgeheacls w’ero 
forme<l, and the subse({U(*nt efforts of the 
fMieiny were ctbiefly concentratofl on extending 
nr maintaining tlie grouinl won at these three 
points. The riglit wing of Boroeviteli's Army 
Croup, th<^ Sixth Army uinler th€> Areluliike 
.loseph, attacked tlu^ Italian Kighth Army in 
the Montello rt'gion. The Montello is an iso- 
late<l ling's back, some eight miles long by 
three wide, running from 400 to 800 feet above 
the plain. It runs iKMirly due east and west, 
and the Piav<‘ flows bc'neath it on the north and 
east, making a. riglit angled turn at the north- 
t‘ast e-orner of tlu* ridge. It is ])artly cnlti- 
^•ated and partly <*overed with little wooils. 
4'liere are a uuiiiIhu* of farms, and the* whole 
mass is c*ross<Ml from south to north by over a 
seoi’e of rojuls, as nc-arly as possiblt' ]>arall(4. 
Th(' Austrians made tlu'ir first ertissings from 
hal/.<* (li Piave, at the right angl<‘ mentioned 
above, an<t at .\ei’\(*sa, below tln‘ south-east 
<*orner of the .Montello. 'They ox'errati the 
Italians in the front lines, and tlu* t\v<i eolumns 
rpiiekly estab!ish(*d touch with eacdi other. 
When tlu‘v had on<‘(‘ joiiu'd hands, reinforec'- 
ment-s came o\ ta* \ ery cpuckly, and th(‘ bridge- 
head was rapidly <-xteuded. Their hd't \Niiig 
wa.s promptly ludd up. ddie (‘ud of two tlays' 
lia,r<l fighting found it still resting upon San 
.Andrea, a ban' kilometre frem Nerxesa, but 


the centre and right had made good progress 
• on the Montello and along the river bank to 
the north. At the end of the se*cond day’s 
fighting the Austrians held about two-thirds 
of the Montello, the battle-line running from 
Ciano, on the river bank, near th<x north-west 
corner of the Montello, across the ridge in a 
slanting direction, passing river the summit 
and thence eastwards to San Andrea. This 
WHS 1 he term to the enemy's adv'anco. His 
pressurr* was met by a constantly increasing 
counter - pi’essure from the Italian reserves, 
who fought witli the utmost determination 
and .slowly gained the upper hand. The 
Austrian gain in the Montello sector w^as con- 
siderable, but it fell very far short of expecta- 
tions. According to the plan of attack, 
inmH'rous eopir's of w hich fell into Italian hands, 
tlu' objectiv*' for tlu' first rlay was the railway 
between d'reviso mid Alontt'bolhma, which was 
to be rt'aclicfl by 1 lu' troo[)s who crossed at 
Xervesa. 

I'he crossing next )>elow' Xt'rvesa. was nuuU' 
soTiu* liv e miU's farther down, liy wey <>f the long 
slioal ishmd known as tlu* Crave dj J^apado- 
poli. Tlu* <‘n<'my eame ov(*r \ (*rv t*arly in the 
morning, sonu* honrs befon* tlu* attacks to tlu* 
north and south, and it is eleai* that this xvas a. 
<leinonst rat i ve action. A footing was (‘stnb- 
islu‘<l on tlu* right bank, but an 1 1 alimi eouiitt*!'- 
aftack at daybrc'ak drtiv’c most of tlu^ (*neiny 
b»ic*k to the island, and took abrait pris<)ti<‘rs 
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ROYAL ENGINEERS ON THEIR WAV 

Various ot Jku' attrmpts won* friadi* to ^aiii 
jiroiiial in < his sootor, hut 1 h< Austrians, 
filthou^h t hoy n'achod the' rifrlit ]>ank s(‘vi‘ral 
lina'.s, could not nuvinlaiTi th<‘ir hoM, nnudi h‘ss 
iual\»‘ any further j)ro^r<‘ss. d’'h<‘ third and 
f<Mirth erossiims w(*n* hi'twinai (/aiidelu jukI 
I'ayave, north of t he d’lt' viso-tdderzo railw ay, and 
a: ih<‘ Z(‘nson bend, south <.f the railwji.\'. 
'riiese two crossings w i*n tiu* f»rst inovt* in t lu* 
see<aid of tli(‘ main o])eratif>ns on the Piave, 
the dirt'Ct push fta* 'Tn'viso, which as to })c 
?'eaf*h<‘d at the «*nd <»f tlie first <hiy s ti^htinji:. 
'Trex ISO is aliout 10 miles fnae the riv(*r, and it 
w as only aft<»r four days’ hard stru^gh^ that th<‘ 
Austrian h’ourtJi Army ( ^-»rps succeeded in 
puttiiit^ any ground between t luMiise] v<‘s and 
tile river. On June IS t hi'y proj.rressc'd about- 
a mile astridt^ of t-lu^ road and ra-iKvay betw-i'cn 
tile riv(‘r a-nd San but a-n Italian 

eounter-at t ack be^an to ])ush them ])a.<'k the 
same iii;rht, and next ilay the\ were back in 
tlnar old positions. pr<‘sst*d up a^jjainst tlic 
river. 

Kart hfa' south a^ain, astridt' t lie \Ti»stre- 
Pojtogruaro railway, from Fossalta to Musilc, 
th(^ Austrians succeeded in eslablisliing an ample 
bridgehead, />ut tiieir gains never a.mount<al 
to more than a bridgehead. Hetw’iicii the 
railway and the marshes west of tlie Old Pia-ve 
they reached the Fosse tta eanal, a distanc*c of 
about five miles from Musile, but tliey coulil 
not cross it, Nortli of the railway, where the 
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c*anal is nean*r tlie river, tfi(‘\- crossed it and 
r(‘a.<*li(‘<l th(' village of I^osson, but this was the 
farthi'st point of their adxance. Kor se\(‘ra( 
♦ lays the battle sw'ayed backwards and forwanU, 
and t hi‘ nature of t lu‘ country naulc tln‘ 
lighting vt‘ry <*onfusc'd. It was enclosed 
country, with inass<‘s of tri'es and bushes 
broken up by vea’y numerous roads and path.s 
and ditidics. 'Plu* caieniy was doing no more 
than holding his own, and was alrt'ad\ gi\ ing 
gn^uml in some ]>laees before tin* turious 
c<»untcr-at 1 acks of the Italians, who Jiammcrcd 
at. the hai'd-won saliiait. from west and north, 
when th<* rising watiu’s of the l^iave linally 
<Hienc*ht*d th(‘ hop(*s that wi'n* aln‘ad\' bm’iiing 
^"cry low . th'cn bcfoi'c the ri\(‘r ro.so I ho 
,Vusl !*ians had i nai n1 a i iu‘< I their bridgi'hcjaL 
with diniculty. foj t!i(‘ Italian counter 
attack.'^ wen‘ most dr^t i‘rmi ia*d ; the Itidiaii 
artillei\\ k«*pt uf) a. dt\ ast at ing tire on the lixer- 
I'Vossings, bridgis, and boats, and Italian and 
Pritish airmen made t h<‘ task of bringing men 
and food and ammunition to t la* fri»nt still 
more ditlienit. 

It was on June Ih that lla* flood wat» is i)f 
the I*ia\'i' b(‘gan to int.erferi^ with the Anstrian 
]iri<lg<‘s, aial by tlial time tin* offt'nsixi* was 
<piite oViviously ludd. 13y June 2(1 tlie eiaany 
was making no further atlemyit to attack. Me 
was stubbornly rc*sisting the inereasing weight 
of th<* Italian eoiinter-pressnre, }>nt he was 
obviously in gra\ e dilh< nlt ies. Tw o days 
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nil thn nij/ht of .fuiie 22, ho bi'j^an to 
withtliaw Jiis troops. By (liis tiino tiu* (juick- 
nsi'ii fiood vvati'fs ha<l falkai as quickly, and 
it v\as nvviii^ to tins fact that thi^ Austrians 
wci< able tn conduct a fairly siit'ct^ssful retreat. 
'Their losses \v(a*(‘ heavy during this opi‘ration, 
for the l‘ia\'(‘ was still an obstacle of sona* 
importance, and the Italian '^htdls rained 
mercilessly along both banks of thc^ river and 
on the bridges. If t h(' suddcai rise of tlie Piave 
handicajipi'd th<‘ Austrians, its sudden fall 
sa\eil those who had crosseil to the right bank. 
'r}H‘ Italian counter-nhensi\e was not fully 
und<‘i‘ way. Another day Mould hav'c .seen 
the .Austrians fac(*d witli tin* choice of surnai- 
< 1 ( 1 - or of being forced into th(‘ ri\’ci-. 

.\s it was. the .Vustiian lossc's in the doubk 
battle wiae (Miormous. 1’h(‘y W('n‘ calculated 
l»y th(‘ Italians at fi-om 180,00(1 to 200,00(t naai, 
aind it is ])robable that the figure* is close to 
the truth. 'TIk* Italian losses we‘r<‘ 00,000. 
Hardly another single* we'<*k thre)nghout the* 
long struggle* of the* weir saw nieire* bloeiel sheal 
than tla* \\'e'e*k Mhie'h put an end te> the* last 
Austi’ian he)pe*s e)f a vie-teaious pe'ace*. 

'The* fortnight Mhie'li feelleewexl was marke*d 
by varicais leical e)tfe*nsive*s ein the* part e)f the* 
Italians, whie'h e*e)mple‘te*ly resteireul (he* fe*w 
pe)sitie>ns in the* meiuutains which hael imt 
beeai wein back in tlie* e*arly e*eainte*r-attae*ks. 
anel (inally ])ushcd bae*k the Austrians freim 
the* jieisitions the*y hael oecupie*el be*tMe*e*n the 
Ole I anel the* Ne*\\ I’iaN'e*. 'This me*ant a gain 
of .some* thre*e* miles in ele*pth, whie*h geive* a 
little* n)e)re' bie'at hing-space* to Ve*nie*e. in all 
(he*se* attacks |)rise)ue'rs Me*i<* take*!!, anel (he* 
total uumbe*!* of ca|)ture*s fre>m the* be*ginning 
e>f the* .\ustrian oflcnsive was e)lhe*e’rs anel 
2:1,011 men. 'The ca])ture*s (»f materied \\e*r(* 
T).‘l euns, (ia t re*ne*li mortars, I,2:H naee*hine*- 


guiis, anel ne*arlv 40,000 rifles. In luldition 
tho rtalians recapture*el 72 e)f thoir own guns 
whie*h hael be'c^n taken by the> enemy in his 
tir.st ad\ ane*e. Me»st of the.*tn Me*re uuelamagoeh 
'The Aeistiians hael bee>n te)o hare! ]3rosseel te> 
fle‘stre»y the*m. 'Tlu*ir air .se*rvice also suflfe*r(Mt 
a ve*ry se*ve're* defe^at. During the wen^k June* 
1.7-22 05 ae*re)planes anel six balle)(>ns weae"* 
ele'streeye'el. After June 22 the Austrian air- 
e raft re*niaine*el em the gre)unel. 

'The* June* battle* on the* Italian front, wliich 
is ge‘ne‘?-ally kne)\vn as (he battled e)f tlie* Piave*. 
fiean the* mejre* e‘xte*nel(*d of its twe) phases, was 
e)f e'xtre'ine* impeirtanee*. It hael a thre*eOe)Iel 
signilie‘ane*e*. It slie)we*el that the Italian .Aiiny 
was in sple*nelid fighting trim, with eill its eelel 
moral anel with ine*re*iise*d skill, and it smas!u*d 
the eefleiisive* ])o\\'ei* e)f the* Austree- H ungaiia n 
Kinpire*. 'The* twe) facts taken toge‘the*r had 
an iinme*nse* effect e)U the* ge*neral military 
sitiiatieen. .Anel there* was ei (hirel signifle*ane*e* 
'Thi.'^' was the* first Allieel .sue*{*e.ss of tlie* ye'ar. 
anel it fe)lle)we*el upe)n a se'ties e)f (.Je*rmim 
\iete>rie‘s \\hi(*h had trie*el emr peiwers e)f re*sis- 
tane*e* te) the* utmost. In the me'ssagt* whie*h 
he* sent to Signen* Orlande) in the* name* e)f the* 
British W ar Cabinet, Mr. hle)yel (le*e)rge* sl\e)we*el 
his re‘idi/.at ie>n e)f the* truth. “'This gre‘at 
sue*e*e'ss has be*e*n a d(*e*i) seiuice of e*ne‘e)ureige*- 
me*nt te) the* Allie's. Ce)ming as it has at the* 
mo.'^t fate*fui houi* e)f tlie* whe)le Men*, it is a 
ge)e)el augury that the* alliance e')f fi*e*e* nations 
will e*re long fire* the we)rlel once for all fre>m 
the* military de)minatie)n whie*h has thre*ate*ncd 
it .se) long.” 

The* Itidian \ie*te)ry on the* Piave* wets inde*ee| 
auspie*ie)Us. It was the* t urning-peiint . It 
e'iime* at the* e‘nel e)f a long serie*s of ele*fe*i0s It 
was the* fiist of a seice*i*ssie)n e)f victe_)rie*s that 
le*el u!d)i*oke‘n st relight tn tla* final triumph, 



CHAPTER CCLXXVI 


THE CAMPAIGN IN GERMAN 
EAST AFRICA. (IV.) 

'Phe Campaigns of 1917-191)^ DiFEK ii/riEs of the Rainv Season (Ieneral IFoskins re- 

ORG\M/ES 'I'HE FoRGES \’aN DeX ENTER IN COMMAND (JeRMAX STRENCiTH AND K ESOl ' RGIIS, 
.IrxE, 1017 Knemn spying oi t I’oRTna'ESE "Perritorv 'I’he Ch \si: of Natmann (Jermans 
M i RDER I5RITISH Offigers \ an Den en i'er's Strate<;v -Xorthex s Operations Khava and 
Lindi operations reahn The new Heegixn Campaign >rAiiENGE gaptgred in' Major 
IC v'rAiELE 'Phe Main Offensixe \’on Lettoxv's Narroxv Fsgape Colonei/Pafel sr rrenders 
— Sgffi’.rings of hiirnsH I’risonihis 'Pen Months' Campaign in I’ortgggi^se P^ast Afrh’A -- 


Knemx' Sgggess near (^gelimane Kapid F 
Khodksia \'on liET'row Sgrrenders. 

X( '1‘^.F'P foi Fa^t Afi ica the (Jcniians 
J liad Inst all thcii- colimial possessions 
^ ))X" the cailx’ part of ItUh. In P'ast 
Africa, chi* lly oxxin^ to the skill and 
ri‘solution of the commander-in-ehief, ('olniiel 
xon Let t o\\'-\'orheek xshoxvon tlu' Order Four 
1<* Merite and th(* i-ank of Major-O<‘ia‘ral 
encinx' ti’ooj'S were in the fii'ld to tin* close of 
host ilit ie>. 

ih’exious chajiters haxc described the (‘arly 
fifrhtin^, the Kilinian jaio campaign and the 
sul)se((iieiit operations of (aaierals Smuts and 
X'orthey and of the H(*lgians. Fully txvo-thirds 
of Cf'iinan l^ast Africa x\as con(pier(*d by th(‘ 
Alli(‘s lielw'cen ^larch and Septianber, F.Mt). 
Ry that time' the enemy xvas confined t<> the 
south-east and south central parts of tin* 
protectorate. In danuary, HM 7, Ceneral Smuts 
began a new' campaign in the Hufiji region. 
But })(‘fori* the month xvas out (len(*ral Smuts 
xvas sununoiK'd to London to attend the 
ImpiM’ial War Cabinet, and he handed over the 
eonunand to Jaeut. -Ceneral Hoskins, wdio held 
tlu* post for thrc<‘ and a half months. In May, 
1917, Ceneral van Dex (Miter xvas appointed 
Commander-in-Chief, and he took up his duties 
on May 29. Opiaations, xvhich had been 
Vol. XIX.— Part 


EMV AIargh North t J ermans in Xorthern 


intiMM’upted by one of th(‘ xv(‘tt(‘s( seasons on 
r(‘c'»rd in lOast AfriiMi, Ix'gan again in .1 line, 1917; 
B(‘Igian tioop.^ «»nc(‘ mmi' gax'(‘ xahiable 
assistaiRM*, and by 1 he (dfoit s of tin* combined 
fnrcivs of CeniMals 1 )evcntei- and Xoitln‘yand t ht‘ 
Belgians, undiM’ Coloial Huyglr', th«' ri‘st of 
the pi-ot(‘ctoiaf e was elea?(‘d nf the (MUMuy. 
.MaluMige, the (Jerman f/'Kfjpni in tla* 

south centi-al plateau, was captured by tin* 
B»*lgians in Octolx i-, nU7. 'PIkmi* had beiai 
iniMintiuM' Pierce lighting between the British 
and the (lermans in the coast arcNis near 
Kilvva and Lindi. In .Xox'i iiibiM' the (Miemy 
was hard ]>ressed in ex'iay direction. On tla? 
28th of that month ('olmiel 'I’afel with sona> 
!>,dHH h»lk)W(M*s (including eai-ri(Ms), all I hit was 
left of the MalpMige force, whil«‘ marching south 
in an (‘ndeax'nur to join von Lettow', was t rappiMl 
and sui'MMidered. 'Phe troops ftnder \'on 
L'*ltoxv, as th(! only m(‘ans of avoiding imme- 
diate disaster, had abandoiuMl (aM-man P'ast 
Africa three days previously, cros-ang tlx* 
Kovuma into Fortuguese teriitoi'V. 

A small mobile foiet; of veterans, w<‘ll armed, 
and still x\ell supplied with rnaehirie-guns, xon 
Lettow’s froitps, o\ (M poxver itig sev(‘ral small 
Fortugu(*.s(' posts, made their way south, and 
:J7 
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columns Ijad to be organized to deal with them. 
Hustled, })iit not brought to decisive action, 
von Lettow reached the neighbourhood of 
Queliinano, where many plantations were 
rav'ag(‘d and much loot obtained. Turning 
north, and once more evading the net spread 
to catch him, in September, 1918, he recrossed 
t he Rovuma, and moving parallel to the east 
shores of Lake Nyasa entcrcid Northern 
Rhodesia. He was by the Chambezi river 
wIh’U the armistice was signed in France. On 
\^)Vomber 14, he and his wholti following, 
1,300 fighting miax and many carriers, siir- 
renderod at Kasama. Shortly afterw'ards 
\'on Lettow, Dr. Schnoo (tlie ex-Oovernor), 
and all the Kuropeans of his force wore 
removed to Europe. 

Chapter CCVT. carried the narrative of events 
up to Die first campaign of 1917. One object 
( tenoral Smuts had in view when that campaign 
was begun, llie envelofiment of the enemy 
forces on the Rufiji, was not attained. Attacked 


first on the Mgeta river front, the Germans 
extricated themselves from flanking columns, 
and then at Beho-Beho wdiile retiring to the 
Rufiji, though severely handled, managed to 
slip away. It was in this engagement that Mr, 
F. C. Selous, the famous hunter-naturalist and 
explorer, was killed. Von Lettow next took 
up positions north of the Riifiji, but at the 
beginning of May 1917 evacuated the valley of 
that river. General Hoskins showed, in his 
ilispatch of May 30, 1917, how groat wore the 
difficulties with which he had to contend when, 
on .Tamiary 20, in the middle of the operations, 
he was called upon to succeed General Smuts.* . 
The lower Rufiji, it may be recalled, runs 
parallel to and some 70 miles south of the eastern 
section of the Central Railway. The Nigerian 

* It iy relaterl that when Gt'iieral Hoskin« was a^skcfl to 
come and soc Si nuts in rotVronfio to takinjjj over the com- 
mand ho way at Kibaia. Ho rodosome 201111109 through 
the hills, th»*n motored into Kilwa, whence ho finished his 
journey by a J80 miles flight- in an noroplaiio, See an 
artiele by Colonel G. M. Orr, D.S.O., in the NnJional 
Kevietv, Deoombtir, 1018. 
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CAPT. F. G. SELOUS IN CAMP, CHRISTMAS 1916. 
Captain Selous was killed in action January 4, 1917. 


Hrigado and other forces were pressing voii 
Lettow from the north, and ho was also threat - 
oned from tho soutli, the so\ithern cokiinri of 
the British being based on Kilwa, a seaport 
60 miles sonth of tho Rutiji delta. Farther 
W(\st was the Maluaige forcre of tlie enemy — 
with (>enei*al Northev on its left (western) 
hank and tho Iringa column on its nortli-west. 
Tho Iringa column was based on Dodoma, a 
station on the Central Railway. The Jiritish 
operations proceedtHl favourably up to January 
25,* when heavy rain began to fall and in t wo 
days tho whole aspect of affairs was charigecl. 
Not only was the maintoiianco of communica- 
tions rendered almost impossible, but great 
sickness was caused among the troo]>s. The 
coast bolt is always unhealthy, but now malaria 
WAS rife among the Furopeans and Indians, 
while oven the African troops suffered much 
from dysentery and pneumonia. The difh- 

* On Jarnmry 24 Commandant Grawort, with 40 Gor- 
mans, 200 rslctiri, u field gim and two machiiio-guns. 
surrendered tf) u dtituchinent of Gonorai Northey’s 
force. 


(tulties of supply wore so gnMit, especdall}^ in 
February, that many of tho troops wore 
frequently on half rations. 

Tt is iMM-liHj)-: hard to iTnliz*' (vvroto General H<».skin8) 
the ditTi(*iil(io.s wliicli the rainy scaison in hast Africa 
('iihiiltsl for a force* acting from such widely sej)’irated 
bases, with .several dilleroiit linos of eoinmimieatioii 
riiiiiiiiig through every variety of diflieult <*onn*ry and 
iieces'^itaf iiig in some <*ast‘s .as »nneh as inih^s of porter 
(ransport. In the .Mc*:fa atid Jtiifiji valleys roa<ls con- 
structed with iiiiK’h skill and labour, ovt‘r wliich motor 
transport ran coni innously in January, wore traversed 
witli dillienity and inucli liardship a month later by 
porters wufliiig for mi](^*' in nater above* tlu'ir waists, 
'I’he Do<lonin-lriiig*i lino of comninnicatiou orossod the 
Great Knalui in Ih.e dry weal tier by an «Misy ford ; when 
the rain liad rcjdly se,t in, supplies laid to be tninsportcd 
not only over a flood(*d river but also a swamp on each 
si<lo of it ti ft. decj) and as many mik*s wider Oonsider- 
ablo :nixiety was caused by tins extcnisive tlooiling across 
the Dodoma -Iringa comTimui<*a.t ion [a full KMt miles in 
loMgfhl, and every elTort was made to cope with this. 
The Iringa Column was kept as small as possihle, and 
.sj)ecial flat-bottomed boats WHue ])n-pared, but even- 
tually it bt'camo necessary to switeh on to a new line 
along the roa<l which run.s eoutli from the railway at. 
Kilos.sa. The valley of tho Rnfiji and its v^arions tribu- 
taries hee.amo a vast lake, in whieh the true courses of 
the streams were often only discernible with dillienity, 
if at all. Patrol w'ork had to bo carried out for some 
lime in e.anoes, and tho men found the?ns(*iws makitig 

226-2 
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fast to file roofs of houses wliirli had lately formed tlieir 
quarters. 

That tho rhaiiiaiis also sufforod from tho 
samo cauM's as <li(l tlio HritisJj is tria*, but they 
did no( sulTcr to tho saiiio oxtont. Tlio whitens 
timon^ t.li(‘in woro moit‘. aoclimatizod fliau the 
thitish ; thoif iiativ<‘ troops -unlike tho Britisli 
African tr()o])s -w(*rc. all indigf'nons tt> tin* 
country, and in twoaial a half ycais of warfart» 



THE MOETA VALLEY. 

their ranks had hinai thinned of weaklings, 
d’he tMieiny also had the advantage arising from 
the possession of interior lines tmd of being 
able to rely on the country both for food and 
labour. Th(‘ food of the natives was seized 
without eoinpunetion or payment, and all 
who could handle a load, men, women tmd 
children, were pressed into service as earrieis 
— to be left to die wh(‘ii worn out, or else 
.-»t'nt into tlie Ihitish lines in a starving eon- 
<htion. 

Operations were not entirely abandoned 
during the rains, and by the end of F<*bruaiy, 
largely as th» result (»f the activity of the 
Nigerian Brigack' and tlu^ ('apo Corps, the 
Oermans had abandoned the country north of 
the lower HuHji. From that time onward 
a regular river transpoit service was organ- 
ize<l. The survey of the Hufiji, aspocially 
among tho mangrove swamps of the delta, was 


an arduous task. It w^as successfully carried 
out, and in a remarkably short time, by Lieut. - 
Commander Carbett, R.N. — ono of the many 
s('rviees rtaulered the Kxpeditionary Force by 
the Navy. By the end of May, “ partly from 
the pressure of our forces and jiartly on aeeount 
of tlf)()ds and exhaustion of food supplies the 
enemy had given n}> jiractically tho whole area 
north of tho Matandu rivor,” that is, von Lottow 
had retired south somo 70 miles from tho 
Kufiji. 

Kxeept that another consideralile slice of 
territory was freed from the (Germans, this 
withdrawal of von lA'ttow^ was hardly a gain 
to the Biitish. d’he rainy season was ov^'er and 
the (‘ueiny was now' strongly ])ost('d in dense 
hush in the Kilwa. area, notably at a }dae(^ on 
tbe NgcUira river, 20 mik^s sontli-west of Kihva 
])ort. lltae ]>atrol eneonntei's w(M'(‘ of daily 
oeeurn'iiee. In one affair a detachment- of 
the Gold (Wst Ib'giment (list inguished itself hy 
ambushing an (Mauny force tliree times its 
stivngth, inflieting 40 eusual(i(‘s. Skirmislies 
apart, tberc!! was one considiuabk' action. 
On April 18 Major Tyndall, with 400 of 
the 40th Fat lams, 200 King’s African Rifles 
and two mountain guns of the Gold (.\^ast 
R('gim('nt at-taek(*d an c>n(‘my force to the 
south-w('st of Kihva. Thv (^iK'tuy w(‘r(‘ in 
strength, and after an ('ngag(‘ment lasting 
soveial houi's, in which hoth side's suffered 
sevt'rdy, Major d’yndall ndired. But in 
that direction the (‘iK'iny’s aggressive action 
ceased. 

'Pile ({(‘inians had nevc'itheloss advanced to 
the coast, and of this fact the people; of Kilwa- 
Kissiwaiii (w hieh is on a small island) weio inade^ 
un])leasant ly aware e.4n(' day— May 5- when a 
gun hidelen in the mangrove swamps of the 
mainland suddenly oj>encd tire on a shi]/ lying 
at anchoi* in the harbour. With the Navy’s 
he'lp the^ enemy was driven off and ji British 
post estahlishoei to guard against a re]ietiti(>u 
of the^ audacious act ion. In tlie Lindi area, a hun- 
dred mile's farther se^uth, tho Gormans werei also 
close lip to the coast. They held the liills south 
of Undi harbour, and eju A]iril 24 rnade^ an at tack 
with two companu's (about 250 men) on the 
small British post at Sndi Bay, which is some 
25 mile^s soutli of Lindi. The Germans had an 
affection for Sudi, for it was hero, about a 
year previously (in March 191 0) and at a time 
wliem they w ere “ running short of ammimit-ion, 
and contemplntod the necessity of surrender 
on that account,’* that a blockade runner had 
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brought thorn most wolcomo supplies. * Possibly 
they may again have €?xpecte(l aid of this kind ; 
certainly the German Covernmeiit was en- 
deavoiiring to* seiifl more suppli(\s, but the 
British Xavy was jiow very much on the alia t 
and had a shorter coast line to guard. In any 
case the attack on Sudi Bay in A]uil 1017 

* Ivt^ftMvnco to tliis blockade runiiiiiv? at SutU Bay is 
made in Vnl. XTT., p. 8.*{, Tlio followinj^ dolails may Ini 
addoil, Tliuy an) exlrat.*to<l from Iho iiarrativo 
JJris/adior-Goiicml Crowe, wlio in (Jenenil Smiits’s cam- 
paign wafl in command of tho Jioyal Arfillery. After an 
aecjtamt of tho surprisiiiL; advenlnivs of tla' Jlnbeii<, 
the flr-l. tiloekatJe runner, in Ajiril, Coneral (.b-owo 

says : — “ 'L’bero was oiio other siicees'^f nl blo'dijide riinmn* 
whieli made her way i)ito Sudi liiiy- uejir Liiidi. '^Phis 
wa-' t h(* Maria, wlii<*li arrived in llu* middle of ^hireh, 
]!)lt), aftf'r a throe nmnths’ vojjiyt*. She liad found it 
necessary to como via South Ameriea, then went to Mast 
Indian waters, aTid eventually made Sudi l^ay. tia 
Madaj^a-enr. She was a Gennioi boat, built jil Klens- 
biiTg. ["rtui liul^en.s was aii Kn^Iish slu[), seized by tiio 
(Germans at J-LambnrLT at tlio bi'j'in’unjjj of the war.] She 
brought with lier battery of Ih'.'j em. (4* J ineli) liowit« 
■/j'l''-, two batteries tif mount aiii yitiis adapted for mule 
I F'ansport . 5,h00,tHH> of <18 atid a qnantitv of 7 1 small- 
arm atiiinunit ion, 12 maebino-pfutis (with tideseojjic 
sij^hts), a ijuantity of erpii[)rn(‘iil. and elothiny, both for 
t !<)<)[)< and tor the (lerman woiiani in bjast Afri(;a. She 
also had a <'i>iantity of stores a,n<l ju’ovisions, ni<>di<‘ines, 
ettf. She wa-- discovered about -tVpi'il 10, and tired into 
by onr no>i! of-war. Havinj^ (jompleted the disi lmr^e c)f 
her oaigo, the (h*rinans succeeded iu repairing t he daiiiauje 
done by tlie shell, stu* WU'’ shortly aft<'rwaf<h heanl 
of in the Dutch Ka^'t Indies.” {(h^nrral Smutfi's ( Utm ^ 
paiffu in tJasl Ajrfcn. bondon, J<ihn Aliirva\ , ](tl8, 

p[). ,47, .48.) 


wns a failure, the enemy being driven off after a 
sliarp engagt rnent. 

Mucdi of (hnieral Hoskins's time was takmi 
up by a ri'organi/.at ion of the foret'. It liad 
been lH‘gun by (Jcniernl Smuts. Kiniliziug that 
<h(‘ climate of tlu' count ly in whiidi future 
operations wi*re to hi* e-onduct ed was part ieularly^ 
unhealthy foi* whites, he had, in the closing 
montlLS of 1910, sent hack some 12,900 South 
Africans. But. neith(*r tlu* state of the troops 
nor of the transport was. as indieaied. salis- 
faitory. Siekness among (he remaining South 
Afrieans and tlu* ollu*r white troops — iti(*hidiiig 
thi^ 2nd Battalion of the Ijoyal North J..mK*a- 
shires, and tla^ 2r)th Battalion of t hi' Boyal 
Fusiliers -had assinued such pro])ortions 
that Geni'ral Hoskins found it# neeessarv 
to wdthdraw^ as many as possible to 
reenj>erat(*. "rhey were sent# to the ('a])o 
eaily in Alareh and hi'ought ha(*k at tlu* end 
of Alay. Hnforl unately t hf* demands on the 
service's of tlu* Koyal Idngineers, d\'ehni( al 
troops and Boa-d ( %)rps -among whom tlu* 
wastage was high was so great that none of 
llu*s(' eonld he withdrawn for rest. 

99to w'hite troops wt'rt' not alone in needing 
a change'. For ni'arly tltrc'e' yc'ars the' l>runt 
e)f the> tighfing and the) hardshij>s e>f the) cam- 
paign had been borne by some' Indian units 
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and by tho Kiiig’H African Rifles — ix fact whicli 
<Joserv»/s remembrance — and these, notably tho 
Indian t roops, had suffered much fi oin sickness. 
'Phe units uort? so weak, however, that it was 
iound impossible to give any of tho Africans 
a rest, but some of tho Indians wore sent 1o 
healtliier grounds for a time. Without new 
blood tho force would hav(3 been too weak to 
assiimo the offensive after tho rains. “ Steps 
were thoroforo taken largely to increase the 
King's African Rifles, to reinforce tho troops 
fn>ni West Africa, to bring the Indian 
battalions up to strength by drafts, and, 
if possible, to make some oxchangos for 
new units,” West Africa and India sent 
trained n\eii ; tho men for tho now battalions 
of the King’s African Rifles had to bo taken raw". 
(General Hoskins, who, as an old rnsj)octoi*- 
Ceneral of tho K.A.R.’s, spoko with authority, 
said • — 

It is not genorally understood that the African mitivo 
takes a long time to train, 'riiose of good fighting tribes 
are of little \iso before (hey have had fully a year’s training 
with otlieers conversant with local conditions, and even 
then they must be used with care. Those recruited from 
inferior tribes take considoDibly longer, and all African 
natives require to b«» handled by white otTicors and 
N.O.O.’s wlit> understand them anti wlio can speak their 
Janguaje. 

As, however, tht^ need for tho omploynient 
of more African troops had been foreseen, tho 
organization and training of the new battalions 
had been begun months previously, and when 


Clenoral Hoskins inspected tho men nt Nairobi 
and I'abora he was satisfied wdth tho results. 
This was due in largo measuro to the paticjnt 
and valuablo work of Brig. -General K. H. 
Llewellyn, tho Commandant of the King’s 
African Rifles. 

The provision of adequate transport- w’as a 
problem of groat porplcixity. Animal traiis{)ort 
- -donkeys, cattle, horses, camels — which had 
more or loss served General Siiuits in tho north, 
sickened and died at an alarmiiig rate in the 
deadly climate of tho south-east And the 
heavy motor lorries first used had not been a 
success, as, indeed, might have been foreseen. 
Tho transport* lienceforth had to be chiefly by 
porters and light motor lorries. Tho lorries 
w"ero sent, though not as many as wore wished 
for, from Kngland, South Africa and Inflia, 
an 1, “as w© had by now gained considerablo 
exporionco of the rapidity wdth which motor 
drivers fall sick in this country,” a large 
increase in tho number of drivers was arranged. 
Tho provision of porters gave greater trouble. 
"I'he northern part of German Hast Africa wfis 
now under civil administration and setlling 
down under tlio firm control of Sir Horace 
Byatt. It was thus able to furnish some 
carriers, but the great majority came from 
Biitish East Africa and Uganda. In those 
protectorates a Compulsory Service Act was 
put in force in March, 1917, and an experienced 
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official, Mr. (later Colonel) John Ain^iworth, 
supervised the collection and trans[>ortation 
of a Carrier Corps. The men wore drawn 
mainly from tho coast regions of the Victoria 
Nyanza, as being best fitted to witlisfan<l the 
climate of German Kast Africa, an<l most of 
them had to journey about 2,000 miles from 
their place of enlistment to their place of 
service. This corps soon proved its value, and 
not long after its arrival a marked improvement 
took y)laee in the feeding of the troops. The 


T)eveiifer) bore no relation whatever to the 
minibers of men actually available in the held ; 
and a brigade that could put 1,400 rifles into 
the tiring lino consiclercMl itself singularly 
fortunate.” Tin's a])pJied to the troops on 
the coast ; Iringa and thc' Ubena-Songea area 
(the latter the lino east of hake Nyasa. 
held by Cileneral Northey) weio more healthy. 
“ and Northey’s troops, though ^vav-worn, were 
far fiitor than tho.so on tho coast ” 

At this y)eriod, thc' beginning of June, 1017, 



A PATROL OF KING'S AFRICAN RIFLES. 


Tfaganda rtmdered furtiier s('!-viee by raising an 
Afri<*an Modieal Corps to provide personnel 
for carrier hospitals and trained drossei-a for 
the King’s African Kifios. 'Fhis corps did 
excellent work. 

(ieiieral Hoskins did not. remain in Kast 
Africa to reap the Ijcnefit of tho exeeilent w<>rk 
of reorganization he had imdeitakon. That 
woi-k, indeed, was iiier)in])lete when Hoskins 
was called upon to take up command in another 
theatre of the war. 

When, on May 29, General van Deventer took 
over the command the British force was 
still weak and suffering greatly from malaria. 
** The ' paper -strengths ’ (wrote Sir Jacob van 


tho Geirmans wore still in two main hodi(\s : 
a Western force, now commanded by (V)k)n<4 
Tafel, bnsfKl on M^dienge, and an Kastern 
force, unclor Coloncd von T.ettow-Vorbeck, in 
tho coast area facing the British at Kilwa and 
Lindi. According to (icnt^ral van 13evonter, 
Tafel had betAveen 2,000 and .*1,000 fighting men 
with him, von J..ettow between 4,000 and 
5,000. These w<*ro later on seen to be too 
conservative estimates. The total Gonnaii 
combatant force in tho field in June, 1917, was 
over 9,000, and of these more than 1,800 were 
Europeans. The Germans had also about 20 
field guns — tho largest 4*1 inch — over 70 
moehine-guris, and plenty of rifli's an.l small 
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HTins aininniiition - tho arnmnnition largely 
hoiiin-ina(i<* (likt^ tJu* “ U-boat. wJiisky/’ wliich, 
ill tlu* 4‘ailior days of tlie war, a (UTiiiaii 
iin'ivliaiif at I >ar-os-f>alaaiii had put on tho 
inaikal). .M<ir(H)V(a*, at this tiino tho (haanans 
still <nM*iipiod torritory ovc’sr 300 niilos sfjiiaro 
3diis (h iniau oroupknl rogiori oxtondod in tlitj 
in sonic pla<*es to within 40 niilos ot tho 
(/<*nti‘id l-^ailway, and both in tho west aial in 
tho oast they liold tlio country ri^ht <lown to 
th(‘ Itovunia — ^that is, to tho Uoitu^uoso 
trout ior. W'itliin this arc^a v<^n Tadiow was 

supreme', 1 he^ country laan^ nnelea* strict military 
rule. (loveanor. Dr. vSchiu^o, appears to 

have; s]>('nt/ a gejod [lai-t of 1017 at Massa^si, 
wliich, up to ()c toiler of that year, was 
remote from tho scone of operations. Idio 
place - a inissif)!! station — was south of the 
Luknledi river, about (K) miles south-west of 
J^indi, and not more than 25 from tho Portn- 
gu(*se border. Tho Cermans impressed hero, 
as elsewlu're, the fmidis (skilled w’orkmen) of 
th«^ mission, and occupying tlio mission buildings 
made tliemsclves comfortable. At Massasi wore* 
also jirisoner of war camps. I'lie condition 
of tlu'so carn])s was disgraceful — notably that 
in which the Sepoys were confined. Some 
Indians, <'aptu rod unwounded in August, 11117, 


when seen by Knglish prisoners of w^ar in thr 
October iollowing w'orc; “ apathetic whining 
heaps.” What had been fine stalwart Sikhs 
wc'rc then fearfully emaciated, and, sav <3 for a 
loin cloth, naked. Yet both Dr. Meixner, tho 
J*rincij)al Oerman Medical OtTicor, and Dr. 
Schnee were at Massasi, which in that month — 
October, 1917- was chiefly a liospital ; the 
church was used for Kiiropeaii patients. 
Xilanga, Another mission station in tho ]NTassasi 
region, was used as a sanatorium, and there 
lived a largt* number of Oerinan women. These 
gaiiHMl local fame for their tofft'e, honi'y and 
biscuits, and csp(M*.ially for a presci'vc which 
was <*alled Ndanga jam. Chiw^ata, another 
station neai* the Pori ugliest^ frontier, had also 
its amenitic's, except for ]>risoners of W’ar. Tho 
jirisoners’ camps, the hospital, and the soldiers’ 
camps weri^ all dost' together. 9Mius life went 
on in this far-away soutiiorn region ; in tho 
lighting ar(*ii things wt're somewdiat iliffercnt. 

The hoadtpiarters of Tafol at Mahenge aial 
those* of v'on Lot tow in tho Kilwa tiistrict we re 
abe.)ut 200 miles apart. Ceanmunications 
bfdw'cen the^n were* mainly by way <.)f Liw ale, 
which is se)uth-(^ast of Mah.enge* and south-w'e'st 
of Ivilwa. Liwale> a)ipe>ars to have been vein 
Lottewv’s base , be*ing ce^nvoniontly situateMl for 
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reinforcing either the Kihva or tlie Lindi fronts. 
At Liiwalo, too, was a jjrisoners of war camp. 
About 35 miles south-east of biwale, et the spot 
where the trade from that station to Massasi 
crossed the ^Ibeinkiiru river, Wiis Nangano, a 
place which voii jLottow occasionally used as 
headquarters. At Nangaruj there was 
abundant water, grass, bamboo trees and shade, 
while neighbouring liills afford(Ml good positions 
for defence. Tlio hospital for Europeans herc^ 
was, on the tostimojiy of prisoners, ideally 
situated and liad a big vegetable and fruit 
garden. 13ut adjoining tho hospital w’c'ro the 
Ordnance, telegraph, sup})lies and other depots 
“ all liberally sprinkled with lied Cross llags.’\ 
Every Gorman lighting \init was self-con- 
tained, and tlio organization was good. The 
native soldic^rs w'oro treat <‘d as a privileged 
cast(^ and alwaiys had their women with them 
in camp They were of touglicu* metal than 
many of tho Germans, among wlioni war- 
weariness w^as marked ** Von Jadtow^ liasdoiu* 
enough for glory,’* they said, ajid inquiries of 
llritish ollicer prisoners as to whether or not 
Ahmedabad w’as a healtiiy pla.e<' slioNved tlie 
trend of tlieir thouglits. Tlio Gi^rniaiis }ia.d at 
Nangano and othi'r places receiving wiri'less 
apparatus and by this moans pieked iqi various 
messages — usually in a mutila.t,('d form. Vea*- 
dun, the Germans twice announciMl in S<‘pt<*m- 
bor, had fallen ; it foil again in October ; Japan 
had joined Germany and was holding India; 
London was dest royed ; Japan Jiad gone to 
w’^ar with Ainoriira. Tliis was tho kiiul of 
“ news ” they professt^l to liave received. On 
the str<*ngth of some such ni'ws Dr, Helinee 
sent out a letter in July, 1917, announeing that 
“ peace was in sight.” Anothiu* oHicial, a 
Captain S(*hutte, announced that any i^risoners 
who escaped, if caught, would have six montlis’ 
iinjjrisonmeiit after the wor The enemy had 
however, alrea<ly adoptoil tlie plan of releasing 
white prisoners on their consenting ti* ^ign a 
“ neutrality paper,” that is a }3romise not 
again to light against Germany in tho war, and 
to give no information as to tho oni'iny resources 
in East Africa. Pew, hinvover, were found 
willing to sign such a doeument. As to tlie 
German resources they were still considerable, 
though they had lost their railways, nearly all 
their plantations, and had been driven from 
all places wliieh could properly be called towns. 
But they were now in what w'as practically 
a huge game rescawe, a resei’ve also in many 
parts well stocked with fruit trees and 


edible plants. Of food their was no l;uk. 
Water, however, w*as (»itlu^r too plentiful or 
altogether absent : 

Tho Gorrniiils Imtl [ wmlu uiu* of f lioir capfiv I's J haiiati.)-', 
SW<M.;t potatoi*^, iiian£;ops, cocortfiiits, Joiiion'<, 
moliogo, spinach, ttnuatocs, cahha^c, Jottnci*. hcan^ 
etc. A ciriMilar was issu.'d to th«' tro«ips I horn 

how to <li'^tin«ruisli n.n<l pirpnn* wild Irnils and n.ots 



DR. SCHNEF. 

Hx-Govcrnor of German East Africa. 

On Safari Ouy onrn<*d with llwni fowls and plj^ianis ainl 
won* randy without 'riay also rarrird . i It [ihant • 

m«*al oxtnnd in hollow hanihtwi l<v. i Ik* onds ol wlilcdi 
wi['ro phi^^fMi witli wax. \Vil«l hoiioy was plontifiil. 
Su;^ar tliov jJCot from raia^s, and t)»»Tr was a herb I'nnu 
which thoy nia«l«' “ tiMi.’* “ (’olTf*** ” was mado fi\>jn 
laaiz.o, frostily roa^toil and f^mnnd. Tln-y mado j<ood 
soup from idophant trunk, and hams of snioktsl wart - 
ho^. /Wy/, a poi ridi.s* mado from mcali«* flour, w a- 
got*d. I3ri‘ad mailo from wla-af, potato and ri<s* flour wa*' 
oxooJk*nt. wdion spnad w'ith <l<‘rihant fat. Uhnio fat 
Wiis unotlior sijhstiluti* for )>ut I or. Jhltong of l>in*k or 
raw liaiu wa- most appotisiuy. Pico and hou(‘y pud- 
dings. fn*sh watiT ti'^h, custards fla.vourod W'lth aliiioiuLs, 
and honey syrup w'crc ho-pi1aI <lclicacics — Jip.irt from tho 
** modioal o-omforts *’ -oat t iuougli h.\^ the Hntish —whu h 
ooisi'-ionally allowtst to rcath tluir <{cst inaf lou . 

'rh<* only shortage wa^- milk. Vou l^etfow said tliat ho 
cnukl not- 'aio'liou milk and h<.*cf tea f<*r woiitulcd 
])ri-oaors. “ It was dcmondj''in,g to his men to ^«*o tin* 
lirifish get them, hut he would dlow' them if tho Hritish 
would let him piireha-; e milk a-nd heef tea for hi- sick,” 
Ik— itl«*s aiifelojio of many kinds tho (Jarmans oat 
luonkov, Ihui, olo[>hant, giralt*’, '/.ehra anil ot her si rangt' 
moiits, and also ena*o<hle 'I'hey had native ])epper, 

and potash '•alt". The hark of tho (luiilaia. was used as a 
soap siih-tiluto; <*andley with cotton w'ool wi<d<s were 
mado in tens cd' tlioiisands out of beoswax, wliioh was 
poured into hamboo fuonid-. They mamifaet iirerl ink, 
and instoail of hlotUng jmper ust*<l sond, J*aper was 
very scarce, aiul inessagos worn writtcai on bamhoo sUps. 
'I’liey had minted etans at 'rahora up to tlie fall of that 
place ; aflei vviirds tliey mad(< brass and copper eurreney 
out of earlridgi^ ^heli east's— their iatost notes w’ero fy]Wfi 
on yellow paeking piifier. i*ij»es w'ere riiiole with ivory 
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iin.Mi1 hj>toro> :iimI a riir(ri<l;'o hand; tin* tobacco \va- 
nalivo ^^rowii. IikIimmI, in c\ cryJ liiiipf tbcy showed 
in/'«*iinif y ; for invituia***, uo!<>|)Iano bomb.- w'itc liirnod 
iiilo land minos. inj'cnnify was '-prcially noliccablo 

in now biiifdin;'-:. 'IMuis tin* liospital at, Nanu:aiio, 

wliioli acoominodalod 80 jiaticnt'^, was liniU witliout. a. 
nail. ft wa." mado of tr<*o trunk"' jiaddod with Lrra^- and 
boiiiul with Kfrij)s of soaked bark. 

Suoh- won> ilio coiulitioiis and rt'soiirofs <»l‘ 
tho (rnrmaiis in tUo t<a*riiory thoy still ludd in 
tho inidtUo of 11)17. Tlui .sn[»ply tiiid tiiinsport 
dillficultios whicli so groaMy Innnport'd Mio til tack 
woro alm<3.st non-oxistont on ilio ( Jon nan sido, 
tmd by dt^slroyincj tlio food supplies of tin* 
ro^ioiis they nbandonod tlw\y put another 
obstacle in tlu^ way of tlio. Ilritish. And “ tho 
small band of h(*rocs,” as tlio Kaiser <-allod 
them ill his 11)17 birtliday mossa.ji,o, wore 
throughout o\ (M*ina-sh*rtMl liy tlio spirit of 
von L(‘t t()W : — 

Tjottow, tho ono-oyed (wr<»to (laptaoi K. V. JlollM*y\ 
indornit abki and ubnpht i>U"!, ha-^ kept n[) tlu' ilitaipiii^ 
s]iirits of his men by enciniraijjcmeiit , by the ••xainple of 
ji^rcat personal coiiraj^e, and by threats that ho eiin and 
will carry out. Wouiuh'd tliret' tinxc"', he ha": lu'ver lett 
the army, but has * been carrii.sl about on a fnac/icln to 
prevent t ho half -r •"'ist anco that leads 1 o snrroiuler. 

Ills hhu'k askari.s are* not iliseouragetl and, thi*^ war, 
tlio hlaek man is ket'ping up tho <*ourage of the white, 
Tlie"-o faithful fellows ... will ^tay with him to 
iho end.** * 

Von Lottow liad contemplated tho po.ssi- 
bility of a retirement into Portuguese territory 
over since lie liml boon driv’^cn south of tho 

* Skftrhrj of tho East A frican Ca7npai>tn^ Tjonclon, 

lii8. 


Control liailway by Oont nd Smuts, hut d. 
was a part of tho Mahrngo foret* which hr^t 
ero.ss<‘d the bovunui to spy out Ihrj land.* 
l**or tho tirno Ix-ing von J..c*Ho\\ was sni't* of 
his ability to renm-in in (Jennan hiast .fVfric'a. 
As ahXMbly chronicled (X'o!. Xlll., p. 122) 
-Major Ivniut, had in l*el ruarv, 11)17, made 
his w ay from Alahenge 1o t I 'ortiigueso 
liorder. Towards t he end of April I wo eii.auy 
eoliimns, maitily made up from Kraut’s for(‘t‘, 
t'literoil I’ortuguosi^ territory. Under eom mam I 
of an olheer named v'on Stuemtu' tJicy iTossed 
tile Kovuma in tin*- 'rnndui’u district — ov<‘r 
loo miles <*ast of Songea — and ovorran iho 
comparatively fertile region lx* tween the 
Uujenda river and J,.alve Nyasa. Having 
built fortilied camps in this area von Stiumu^r 
sent ;vdvtinect.l [lavtios to l-itike Shirwa, and 
his patrols ponetrated into the Hritish Xyasa- 
huid jirotectorato at a |)hu e some 20 mih*s 
from Kort jMangocho. Tlu'so jiatrols were, 
how't^wr, quickly driven back. In view of 
what happiuied latm* the following [)assage 
from the dispatch of GcTieral Hoskins <‘oncern- 
ing von Stuemer’s raid sh(4w^s that he had a 
clear idea of von .Lettow’s intentions : 

There were reports of a contempkit ed German aulvtinco 

♦In 101(1, in (ho frontier section nearest the sea (ho 
Portuguese had mado an tulvauee into German tm-ri- 
lory, had been driven back, and had been followetl up a 
short distance Jicros.s the frontier by tlie enemy. 'J’ho 
'story of this fighting i.s told in Vol. XVII, Chapter 
CCL.VITT. 
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in force at T-^akfj Shirwu, a?id even to Qiiiliiiiauo on fhfe 
Bca coast ; but it woul<l upi^'ur more pruhnblo that the 
enemy wore either riuming through tlie country to .see 
its supply possibilities, or even making preparations for 
the eventual retiroiiient of their forces into I’ortugueso 
Kast Africa. They also exploited tin* country on the 
banks of tho hujoiula liivor, whoro fotjd was e.<illectt‘d 
and stored, .some being sent northward to JMussasi. 

This was written in May, 1917 : six mouths 
latter tho “ ovontual rotiroiucnt ” of tlio ( Jormau 
forces into Portiignose East. Africa took pla<*e. 
Meanwhile Oeiieral Nort liey lia<l ih^alt effectively 
with voii Stnemer, seiidiug against him the 
l/4th Iv. A.H.’s, under Eieut. -Colonel 8hort l»ose. 
Half the battalion marelied nor h from F<u** 


to abandon Portugiio<e tt'rritory. Following 
von Etiieinor elost» lip, tlin l/4th K.A.R.'s 
on tlui litst day of July erosst'd the Jtoviima 
on Tiitts near Sassawara.. JShortlioso then, 
by an atlvanco iiort li-cast on Tundiirn, bloekeil 
on*‘ of tin* routc‘s by \\ liieJi lit.* Ceriimtis might 
again s(H‘1v ti> eseape. 

With tho eompara.ti\ e]y woivk Jb-itish forces 
awailabli' i1 laid b(‘en ilecidod l^y the ilritisli 
ClovernnuMit ciirly m 1917 again to st*ek the 
lielp of tijo llelgians. Shortly af1t‘r their 
I'iiptiiro of Taib«»iii. in Seplejiiber, lUlh, tin* 
l>ulk ot tlu^tlien Ih'lgiun Koi'rt', wliich numbered 



FIELD WIRELESS OUT! !T WITH 
Johnston, at tho southern end of Nyasa, the 
other Imlf landed at IMtonia on the oastt'rn 
slioro of the lake and advanced eastwartl. 
On July (5 Mwembe* Avas oecupi(‘d by Colotiel 
Shorthoso afb^r slight resistanec, and thnv* 
weeks later the Germans had been com])e11ed 

* 'riu^ part of Goi’maii Africa occupii*d by fin* 

bolgians was admiiiisti^rcd by th<*in witli < oti^id* ralion 
for tho rights of n'>tivc-» arxl Knn)p«‘aiis alik«'. ^Pherx 
W'crt^ uo “reprisals “ for (he brutal Tr«Hriiir*r in wdii<*h tlx* 
Germans had trcaOsi H»*lgiau prisoners at 'Pabora ami 
other places. That the Germans Hnticipet**<l haon 
was proved by the large inimber of f:ivilinns and “ siek ” 
military W'bo remained in Tiibora wdien Ooloiiel OIm*ti 
occupied the town. Among th<‘ eiviliana were s<*veral 
women and children, including Fran Sehnee (a New Z<*h- 
lander), the wife of the Governor. In marked contra*^t 
to the eoiidnet of the Germans in Belgium, who at *»iice 


GENERAL NORTHEV'S FORCE, 
about 10 , 000 , rclurncd to the Congo, \\Ji<*rc tlic 
un*n had tluar liomrs. A few troops only 
left al Taboni, U jiu, nnd tlic* oMicr ])la.res 
iu Ikdgiaii occuj )at ion. Oein’ral ^\)mb<•ur' mid 
several of las lieutenants ha<l rctnriuMl to 
Helgiiim.* llnl/ to the renewed appeal f<a* 

iil-:tall«'d I F'i>in^*’Ivi‘S in tFie oflirj.d l e,- id<‘iHe-; «it 1 h»' 
Bely iMi , a I 'W nh* efu d l< iipy 

the Gov«*i‘nor\s hmee at '^Pahtna l eeauso Kiaii S< lniee 
W'its in re’^idein e. It was in “n prisnl” ii»r tie* “ ill- 
trealmetU “ of (le—t* ei^'ilians, whff were at tle‘ir- «*Wfi 
je<]u<*'-l tfdce'i to JJaro?***, that tho Ciertnaii < Jo\ xininent 
ill June, 1917, arresti-d 2,*t ]n*oiriineiit Belgian citi/en*’ a;nl 
f)ltieed (hem iu Hol/ariiuden internment camp - one of 
tho worst in Germany. Ilaish treat men 1 in tin* hnirney 
across Africa was tilh*ge<l ; in roalitv. l«>aii Sehnet^ and 
her companions wer ^ treated w'itli nnrkefl <-nur(e-N 
and the^'. hoK- pinrney Wfi'-’ perhirri i'd hy ail orsteamer. 
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tyieir liolp the < oloiiiul authorities 

hati reacJily responcled ; a convention was 
concluded, and in A[>ril (Jlencral Hoskins had 
Kone to I'abora, wlicre ho conferred with 
Ooneral ^Nlalfoyt, the Belgian Boyal Com- 
missioner, and with Colonel Hnygho, C.B., 
up[>oint<‘d Belgian Coniinander-in-Chiof . Satis- 
factory arran genie: its were mado, the Belgian 
troojis were aid(‘d with snpplit's, carriers, and 
etpiipment, and towards tlie end of iVlay 
(I'olonel Hiiygho took the fi(‘l(U The first 
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THK TRACK OR NAUMANN. 


task the l*»elgians W('ro asked to nndertako 
was thc^ pursuit, jointly with a British brigade, 
of tlie Wiiitgens column, and the fate* of that 
column may l>e giv'en before taking up tlie 
account of the main operations Its early 
adveniurt's — it broke away from the ISlahenge 
force in February and turned north — liave been 
toUl with some fullness in Vol. XTIT,, chapter 
CCVl. Afti'r the capture of Major Wintgens 
himself on the night of May 2'i by the Gth 
Belgian battalion, tlu^ German column fell 
under the command of an olTlcer named 
Naumann, whose substantive rank was that 
of lieutenant only. At the beginning of May 
J3rigadier-Genei‘al Fdwards had bt»en placiMl in 
command of the British foices in pursuit of 
Wintgens, succeeding Colonel Murray, releast'd 
for service in the west. 

During June, Namnanu was chased both by 
Ik'lgians and lh*i1ish, from June 25 to the end 
of .filly by Belgians alone. Major Bataille and 
the Belgian eoliimn, ^\hieh had kept up (ln^ 
pursuit for JOO miles, were then recalled for 
more important- operations in the south and 
the final rounding up of Xanmaim fell to the 
British. The trouble this roving band of 


GOO armed men caused is very evident from 
General van Deventer’s dispatch of January 21, 
1918. There is as much about Xaumann in it 
as of the main operations “ It was very 
necessary to get rid of Nairn lann ” (June), 
“The force engaged in pursuing Naumann was 
too largo “ {June again). “ It was never 
possible to forc^east liis intentions, as his detach- 
ment . . . was eompletfJy mobile and small 
enough to li\e on the eonntry.” “ Naumann 
. , . threateiieil t<3 prove a serious nuisance ” 
(July). “lie succeeded in evading onr troops 
. . . hy night mareh(*s through thick bush ” 
(August). “ One of his raiding parties hold 
a train near Kahe [Usainbara B-ailway] ” (Sep- 
tember). But by September the end of 
Xamnann was in siglit. As early as June 
van Dev^euter had realized that the quickest 
way to deal with him would bo to employ 
mounted t roops, and at his i‘er|uest a regiment 
was raised by the Union Government for that 
fiurpose. It was known as tho 10th South 
African Horse, was eommanded by Golonel 
Breytenbaeli, and btgan to reinforce the 
pursuers of Naumann early in August. Native 
horsemt'ii were also em})loyeil -the King’s 
African Kitks Mounted Infantry --wlio “clung 
close to the enemy throughout,” 

Naumann hail marched, at a moderate esti- 
mate, over 2,000 miles betw'oon May 27, when 
he crossed the Giaitral BaiUvay east of Tabora, 
and October 1, wlii'u ho suri'cnilered. He 
traversed almost the wiiole of the nortliern part 
of German Fast Africa and got, in .June, as far 
north as tho neighbourhood of Victoria Nyanza. 
On the 28th of that month he captured Fort 
Ikoina, a small fiost east- of the Nyanza, garri- 
soned by a few' irregulars. Tho Belgian 
])ursuiiig cohmm reaehiMl Ikoma the next day, 
and Nanmaiin w^as forijed to accept battle. 
After a sharp engagement, in wdiich his losses 
were comparatively heavy, Naumann succeeded 
during tho night in making good his oscn]ie to 
the east. Ho then niov'od tow'ards the Magadi 
l,ake, on the borders of British Fast Africa, 
next turning .south to Kondoa Irangi, near 
which ])Iuco ho narrowly oscapoil capture. 

“ After threatening Handeni ho was next heard 
of near Moshi. [He seemed to have had a 
desire to visit the places best known in Smuts’s 
eainpnign.] Finding our troops ready for him 
there, he doubled back on his tracks, recrossed 
tho Kondoa -Irangi-Handoiii road and was 
finally brought to bay.” The last stage of the 
pui*suit w’&s carried out by a column under 
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Colonel P. H. Dyko, consisting of the 1st Batta- 
lion Cape (,'Orps (Lieut. -Colonel Morris), the 
Iv.A.B. Mounted Infantry, faint but still 
pursuing, and the 10th S.A. Horse. During the 
last weeks of August and tho first week of 
Septeinb(‘r minor ea])tures from Naumanirs 
force had been fretpient, but lu^ still liad a 
full third of his original strength. d"ovvards tho 
end of September he had taken up a very strong 
iiatural position on Luita Hill (7o miles S.K. t»f 
Kondoa Frangi). “ The 10th S.A. Horst' 
oeeupied all surrounding water holes and kept 
Nanmann’s force in ])lay until tho arrival of 
the infantry. Naumami was tht'n closely 
inxested and surrentk'rt'd on Detober 1, together 
with 14 ot-ht'i- (Jorman whites, 1 (>5 askari and 
many porters.'’ A (K^tacht'd rt*mnatit, the last 
of Wintgt'ns’s original hu'ce, coiisisling of 
three whites and 5:i askaii suirtaidered tlu* ne xt 
day. 

Tims onrlod [wiolo (tonoml vjiii DciViMif or) a nminrk- 
laid, 'the fort-r whioli carried it out was (•otn]>o'-.'<l 
of first-class a-kari, veil lad. . , . SucIj a raid coiibl. 

perhap-, only hivvo b»‘cn tvirnod out in a couni ry liKc 
<5crnum Masl Africa, vdicn* the IminIi is often so 1 liick that 
two coii'-.idcrablo forct's may pass within a mile, unav'are 
of each <»lher’s ])resei!ro ; and wIkto ii ruihh ss lea<ler of i 
small forct> can lu^arly aKvays live on the country. 

“A ruthless leader,” like von Letlow him- 
s(df, sueh was Naumann, though h(' may not 
have been respoiisibk for a foul mvirdf‘r whieb 


stained tlie record of his raid. Ceneral van 
Deventer ofticitilly brought tho crime to the 
knowledge of J>r. {:?chnce, in the following 
communictition : — 

At tin* atta<‘k t>n 1 koma oti .Iuih' 20 [i Juno 28 ] an 
ofliecr of the pT’iti'^h force, Lientenant Sntherlainl, was 
soon to bo taken prisoner by the fdiee under bhaitoiiant 
Naumann and to bo escorted in-iiio t bo bonm, appa- 
rently iinwoiindi'd, or at mo^t very . ligtUly wo\uido(|. 
When Iho bfan>i was siii>s*'ipuMit !y occupical by us, this 
olUc'or’s body was found lanied with tl;e lavul absolutely 
snia -ihed. 

This was not tlu' only deliln rates murder t>f 
Britisli solditu'S hy Cun tuan f loops in Kast 
Africa. Tho doing fi> dinilh of a trooper of 
the 2nfl South Africiin Bilb's by (bunuans 
under (Vamt Balkensteiii in circumstances of 
peculiar harlairity has already bi'CMi recorded 
(Vol. Xlir, ])p. 4Bl-41i) ; (b'lieral van Dcwcnltu* 
gave the following ])articiilars c^f another 
crime : — 

After tho fight at Kv'ehl t’hini on September 22 , 
when ^irtnuul which had been oecvipied by the Clorinan 
troops wji.s regii.int‘tl by our troops, the bodies t>f 
two <>tTio«*rs who had be( n left on fh(‘ ground w'oiindeil, 
and had so fallen intt) tho hands of (iorrnan troops 
wero found strippcal, and tln*ro caaiUl bo no doubt 
that those two oflioers ^dso had been murdered, d’ho 
original wounds w'hich disabled thos(» otlicors were 
in ono case in tho arm ami in the f)th«*r in tho log. When 
their bodii's w'cro foural, the head, in ono case, had boon 
smasluai by b 1 ow^s, aiul, in tin* other, a rifle ha<l been 
tired through the neck with tho mnz'/.le almost ton< hing. 

4'li(^ chase of Xaumann had deprived General 
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van of troo])s whoso stir'vioos \vo\il<l 

ha\ o* boorj very nsciful in tho principal thcatro 
of operations, whcM’o von Loiiow was ondoavonr- 
iriK to prolong his rosistanco until tho coininji: 
(t( the iH'xl j'ainy season shonhl brinpc hnn 
nnollicr* r(‘spite. He would not lisk a. de<*isivo 



GENERAL van DEVENTER tright) and 
Staff Major. 

cngagcinefit if could hel}) it, but. ho novel- 
^av^ii jyround witliout a struggh'. The country 
suitoil his strategy, boin>? admirably adaj)tod 
to defence aial roar^uanl tactit^s, while 
his veteran askari, backed by numerous and 
wi-ll-handl(Hl machine-guns, wore “ worthy 
op[)oncnts for t-ho best troops.” 

For his ])art, van 1 Deventer’s stral.ogy was 
expressed in tho fonnula, “ find tlu^ enemy and 
hit him hard.” 

W'idi dir possible ».‘Xocptit)ii t»f IMnlu'iigo and certain 
ffu>d diero With Lhe wroto] no si nilegicul objt'cf ives 

siic‘l> ns liatl IxMMi filTri-rd [in tlio HIJlJ i-aiup'iigii "j by lln* 
Moslii nroji, dm Tanga and Ciaitral llailM'a>s, Taborn, or 
l>ar-rv.-Sa.l iain. 'l he coiinlry now iiold by dio oiiciny 
\\a-i, b»r dir inosl jiarl , wiM anil inhospitable [never- 
ibf'less du'i’e wen* <*xtensive fertile rt'gitins] ; ivj«*ans of 
roiunninirat it)n Wfjt* pi'U-t iraJl’y iion-exi,“-.< «*iit ; iintl even 
the bettor known plaees, such as T^iw'Jile an^l IVlassasi, 
were, from a military jioint of view, men‘ geographical 
*‘\pressit)n^. It thevt'f«-ie bi'i'Mim* obvious to ii*c, at a 
ver> early dagi*, that our true olijectivcs in the coming 
eainpaiurn mint l«* the ein'iny forc(\s in the field, ninl 
that 1 h«' eoinplelion of the eoncjuosfc of German Kasl 
Africa could only he brought ahoiii by hard hitting, 
•md plenty of it . 

For Ciuu^ral Northoy’s force tho plan adopted 
to achieve the hitting-hard process was, on 


paper, simple. From its lines, ])arallcl to and 
extending fiortli of Lake >iyasa, it had to 
c‘xca't steady pressure on the western si<le of tht‘ 
Mahenge force, while Colonel Sliorthoso, who, as 
has been stated, hfvd follow^ul von Stuomer 
across the Hovuiina, ha<l to (?x< rt pressure from 
the south. Tli(^ rest was not so simple, even 
on paptu*. Tile Mahe.nge force might bo 
attacked from Hu* nortli by one or two routes, 
namely the lin<‘ J Dodoina-lringa end the* line 
Kilossa-Kidatii, while (dtlier of theso routes 
might ht' chosen for the main n<lva!ic(‘. (Tiu‘re 
\v ji.s a third, but hardly jiraeticable, alternat ivi^ 
of advaueing on INlahenge by tlie Rufiji.) Then 
from the east van Deveiittn* hatl the choiee of 
-striking iulaiul from Kilwa or from J^indi. 
Of tliose altiMnal i vi\s had i lu* grt*ater 

attraction as, uul(*ss a h'ini as as puslusl inbuul 
from Lindi along the valley of Hie LukuliHii 
until ii juiKdion was etlecteil with C’ohfiu*! 
Short host', tlie i^scajM* of von Li*t.tow int o 
lN»rtugiies(‘ Hast Africa (*ould hanlly be pri^- 
vmited — urdess th(‘ Portuguese forces on the 
frontier w(‘ro strong (‘uougli to bfu* his ])assage. 
(TJiis aj^parenily w as helieved to lx* the ea.si*.) 
rhifc tlie harbour of Lindi is [>oor, w liile that of 
Jvilwa is vea-y good. ]\loreovcu-, the strongest 
of Hie> (ilormau forci^s was near Kilwa. Taking 
all th(^ fa(*tors into e.onsideratiou ( S(*neral \ an 
IDoventer di'cidiHl, riglitly or wrongly, to make 
his main advanee first from Kilwa, and ^nily 
later on from bindi, while tdso ojaa-ating both 
frojn Dodoma- Tringa and KiJossa-Kidat u. Van 
Deventer’s plan ditlereil little from that which 
lloski ns had eontem]da.1 ed. 

Geiuu'al van Deventer liad the lu Ip of many 
able lieiitensuits, though luuirly all tlu^ South 
African comma.ndt‘rs liad bcaui withdrawn. 
General Collyer, who liad btuai Smuts’s e.liief of 
staff, had left Fast Africa, his jilaec as chief of 
staff was taken liy Brigadier-General S. 11. 
Sheppard, C.M.G., D.S.O., wlio had previously 
eommaiided divisions in the held with much 
skill. Tho Kilwa force had })i*en under Brigadii r- 
Gejuu*al J. A. Hannyiigtois (kM.G., JD.S.O. 
(in succession to (Imu'ra! TToskins), but at- this 
time General Ha-nnyiigton was seriously ill, and 
did not resume his eommand until September 
His place wa.s taken tem]jorarily by Brigatlua*- 
tileneral Beves, whose handling of tlu^ 2nd 
South African (Infantry) Brigade liad won 
the unstinted yiraise of General Smul.s The 
Lindi Force was umler Brigadier-General H. 
de C. O’ Grady (“ who has shown great qualities 
as a fighting commander ”). Brigadier-General 
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K. O. Cunlitto WHS cominjiiidant of tho Nigerian 
Brigade. Colonel H. C. Tyller comtnandtMl 
1 he Friiiga eohiinn. Gon<*ral Norlheys eoluinn 
<M.)inmandors \ver(^ all men wlio had figured in 
the ee-rlier stages of tho campaign — Lieut.- 
Colonels G. M P. Hawthorn. D.8.O., W. J. T. 
Shortlioi^e, K. K. Murray, JJ.S.O.', end C. 1£. 
Fair, D.S.O. 

June and July (1017) were spent mainly in 
preparatory work, l>ut this preparation involv'otl 
some sevtu’o fighting on General Northey’s side. 
A force, under OolotuO Hawtliorn, advanei‘d 
nc»rth-eastward ah)ng <h(» mail leading from 
Songi^a to Liwale. It consisted of two 
battalions of lln‘ K.A.H.’s, tl\e 1st South 
African Bill's, and a si^ction of mouidain 
artillery. By tiu* ‘mhI of June it had readied 
and oeeupied lakuju 'Tlie inovenKait had been 
skilfully eondiieted, and the strength of Colonel 
Haw thorn’s eoluinn w'as uuknowri t o the enemy, 
wdio oil June having brought up some 

tiOO mini, ojieued tin^ oii the British eaiiip with 
a field-gun. Speedily realizing the. strength of 
tlunr opponents the Germans beat* a hasty 
ret reat On July 3 Celunel Hawttioru moved 
out of Bikuju along tho hi wale road, aiul on 
tho 7th drovo the Gorman rearguard from a 


position covering tlie jnnetioii of the ioa«ls to 
Liwalo and Maluaiga, J he. enemy, msteail of 
falling back on Liw^ale as had been expected, 
turned north tow^ards Matiengi'. (iJolonel Haw- 
thorn followed lip for (it) miles. “ d'his advance 
coritmueil ste»uiily, the enemy force of about 
live eompauies, though olTei*ing a stuhhorn 
rearguard ri^sista-nce in ditlieult country, biaiig 
driven from position to position, until at the 
end of the month |.rul\'| (\)louel I law thorn liad 
j'oa-iiheil a point a few mik^s sout h of Mpoudas ” 
Farther north, fniiu Lupeiubi*, Colonel Fair, 
wit h Northern B lioikvsiaii L’olice (who tiirougli- 
out rendered very gooil service) and other units, 
had by .luly 2ti driven tlwi enemy coin^iauii's 
holding tJr* front south wvi'st of MaluMige over 
the Huhuje river. In the nejtli west Colonel 
'^rytlor hail moved fiuward fiom Iringa, and hy 
July 7 had secured a crossing of tlie Kuipa 
river, 'iriiis was a. noteworthy feat, for the 
laiemy held strongly entreni'hed ])ositii>ns on 
tlie Biiipa : - 

I’ytlnds coliiiiiii fir'll (July .‘{ 5) ilrovo the tMinny over 
tho rivor, thou during tlm night of July <»-7 cst til)Ii'<hod 
oovering pnrfii's on tho farlhor Imnk and :it oricn lagan 
fiiiilding a kridgo, which was coinplotcd on July 8. 
Airtiinsf, oon.-.tMnt- roarginu’d oppo.’^itioii (h>Ion<'l 'J’yt lt>r 
had hy the loth -’cciir<‘d all tin* Huitci crit nuiijliid 
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po.-itions. Hi-* advance was then rcstnned, bxit tmnfiport 
ditrifMiltios rendered it slow. Hnwovcr, on July 29, the 
eriHfit^ was nttaeke'd in the new position ho had taker* up 
an<l eoiupi'Ilefl aj^ain to retreat. TytJor had one advaii- 
tat;** in that lii.s lino of supply, Hodoma-lrirjga, unlike 
nil the rest of van Deventer’s routes, was free from 
“ fl 5 and therefore nvailablo for animal transport. 

Tlujso were tho first and very promising 
stet)s in tho concortocl inovoinoiit to corral 
Colonel Taf< 1 at Mah'^ngo. They caused Tafel 
to draw in his forces from outlying ^li.stricts 
not yet directly threatened. In the north his 


the estuary of tho Lukuledi river, some 70 
miles north of the Portugtiose frontier. The 
surrounding country, which is covered with 
unusually dense 'bush, afforded good positions 
for the Germans, whose force in the neighbour- 
hood of the port numbered about 700 rifles, 
with field and machine-guns. “ It w'as very 
desirable,” 'wrote General van Deventer, “to 
clear a larger area round Lindi in order to 
secure a belter water s\i])j3ly and to y>reparo 
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THE BOMA OR FORT AT LINDI. 


outposts }H‘gan to fall back fronx the neighbour- 
hood of tho Central Railway to tlu^ line of the 
Ruaha ; in tho oast tho forces on the middle 
Rufiji wore bro\ight back, and the garrison of 
Madaba, in the Kilwa direction, was weakened. 
Tafel, however, retained free communiealion 
with Li wale and Massasi. 

Jn the Kilwa area General Reves was in close 
contact with tho main body of von Let tow’s 
command. Here the Gormans at first ‘showed 
no disposition to yield ground. Towards the 
end of June, however, von Lettow, learning 
that a fairly largo force had been concentrated 
against him, decided on another retirement. 
On June 27 and 28 he evacuated all his advanced 
positions except that at Kimamba Hill, w'hieh 
is on tVio coast adjoining tlie harbour of ICissivnni 
(Kilw a Kissiwani), and from that he was driven 
on the morning of Junx" 29. 

At Lindi, over since its occupation in 
September, 1916, the force there had been 
practically “ bottled up.” Lindi does not lie 
on the coast, but on the northt^rn sliore of 


the main exits from tho town and harbour ” 
in view* of tho ojierations wdiich .xvoiild have to 
be made ledor on. The Lindi Ktirco included 
Ihe 25th Royal Kiisi)i(*rs (“th(' Legion of 
Kroiiticrsmen ”). the 5th laght Infantry, and 
a company of tho Gist Pioneers (both Indian 
troops), a section of tho famous 27th (Indian) 
Mountain Rattery, a section of the Srd Rattery 
South African Field Ai'tillery, machine-gun 
section and trench mortars of the 2nd West India 
Regiment,, and two battalions of tho K.A.R.’s 
— ^the l/2nd and 3 /2nd. Tlie force moved out 
of Lindi on Juno 10 in two columns, one under 
General O’Grady, the other under Lieut. - 
Colonel Law- (2nd West India Regiment), and in 
three days it cleared tho enemy from the 
shores of the Lukuledi estuary. The ^5th 
Royal Fusiliei's cajitiired two machine-guns. 
Under cover of ihe fire of warships a surprise 
landing was effected on a creek on the south 
side of tho estuary. The German dotaehinont, 
which had mounted a naval gun by the creek, 
niaile good its escape, retiring over. 20 miles. 
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The area abandoned by the tMiemy was occupied 
by General O’Grady. At tlie oral of the month 
there wan a sharp little engagement in which 
the British suffered a reverse. It is thus 
described by General van Deventer : 

On Jiino 29, <lio ofliciT (.‘Oininandip^*’ a* Naitiwi 
(hieut .-(yoloiiol WiJffjrtJ, J^.S.O., .5fli lyiVjht Infantry) 
hearing of a small enrniy party ruMir Jyiitondc, some 
eight mih‘s north of his po^t, moved out with 150 rifles 
of his battalion to nttnek it. 'I’hn enemy eainp was 
rushed at- dawn on the 30th, thre«.) wliit<» ami several 
hlaek prisoners being captiiretl. Our foree vva<, however 
almost immediately counter-attat^ki'd by three enemy 
eonipaiiies, ^vho.-•e presence had not beim suspect *'<1, 
and Nurroiiiuled. Oolonel Wilford was mortally wounded 
early in the t*iigagi*ment . Captain IJall took eomnvanti, 
and, after a gallant tight against verj odds, 

finally brok'» out with some 50 luen and reaela d Naitiwi.* 

O[)('rations on a. Imgcr scale were under- 
taken in July in tlx' Ivilwa ar<'a, wliile in thf^ 
Undi district, the inmith ]msseil iine\ luitfnily. 
Dor tho Kilwa optoations a {eoin]uuativt‘ly ) 
strong foree had Inn'n gathered, eotjsisling of 
South Africans, Italians, King's African .Bi/les 
and the Gold Coast Jii‘ginient, all iindt'i* eoni- 
inand of (hoieral Bev(‘S. Its composition aiul 
tlivision vai'ied a little from time to time, but 
the following list gives its formation in the 
middle of Jnly : 

No. 1 C’oi.UMN (Coi.iJNlJl. OllUj. 

8th iSoutli Afrieaii Infantry (less two eonipai)i«...s). 

Cold (k)ast Regiiuent. 

33rd Punjabis. 

2/l>rid 

27th JM.ountain Ihitiery. 

No. 2 0of.c']u>^ (Coi^oNcn RfDtns AY), 

7<h South African Infantry, 

l/;{rd 

2/3rd K.A.R. 

22nd Mountain Ratlery. 

No. 3 (k)r.iiMN^ ((ku-Oxi:r. T \^'T.r*!i). 

8th SoutJi Afriea.n Infantry (tA«. o (Maupanie^). 

3/3rd K.A.Ji. (les'*- om* eompa.ny). 

•loth Palh.ans (tint achiuont ). 

Tho task ns.signed (huieral Bevc's was to 
flrive tho tuiomy soutli of tlu* Kiturika Hills, 
which lie south-east of Kissiwani, and are 
crossed by tracks loading by Altsliakama and 
Narungoinbo to Tawalt*. It NNas hoped that 
this would loaf! to t he discovc^ry of Vitu Pottow's 
intended lino of retreat ; that is, whether he 
woiikl fall back on lawale or inakt^ south to 
Massasi. As iit tlu; last r(\s<^rt ht? intcualed tf» 
retreat into Portuguese h^ast Africa, von Lettow 
was more likely to retire towards Massasi than 
Liwale, but of that there was no ccu-fainty on 
the British side in July, 1917. The (Germans 

♦ Among those taken priscuier was Captain I{. 
Stokes, R.A.M C. (5th Light Infantry), who was hit 
whiltd attending wounded in his dressing station, upon 
which the Gennaii askari harl deliberately fired. 


did not give up their post/8 in tlio hills lightly. 
But in fifteen days’ hard fighting, with sovertJ 
losses to both sides, thc^y wert? driven out 
of them. The advance began on July o 
with a converging moveint'tJ, the tirst objective 
being a place called Mnindi, between Kilwa 
and Altshakaiua. 

(’olonel Orr’s and Colonel Ridgway's columns 



GUN OF AN INDIAN MOUNTAIN 
BATTERY. 

started from Kilwa, while Colonel 'raylta- 
mo\<*d out simultaneously from Wungwi, on 
th{‘ sJiores *)f Kissiwani har>)our. Colomd 
Orr on the right attacked from the north-cast, 
while. UoloTud Bidgway, in the eentre, worked 
round to tlu‘ west of Mnindi. The ent*my was 
w<‘ll entrenchtal on both front.s, and th(M*e 
was sluup fighting throughout, duly h. Towards 
the e.vening the Gt'rmans madc^ a lieavy 
<*oun1er-attack on (k)lonel Taylor, and though 
they h)st rather heavily they gained ground, 
ret)p«*TaHl the road to Mtshaktiina and retired 
(hiring tlu? night. Tlie left column ((’oloiad 
Taylor's) with the centre eolumii then advant'ed 
dircsit on Mtshakama, while CcjloTiel Orr dealt 
with some iMxemy columns on his flarik. Tiie 
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Oormans did not await attack at Mtsliakaina, 
})iit foil back south on Narungombo. Hnar- 
giuuds wore lt‘ft to dispute, the ])i*ogress of thc‘ 
Jhitish, ])ut by niglitfaJl on July 18 Colonels 
Tlidgway and Taylor had rt^achod a point 
two miles north of Narimgombo, and it was 
arran^^od tliat Colonel Orr, on thtar riglit, 
should join thc*in in an attack on that place 
th(' following day. It was held l)y the Cerrnans 
in foi'cic,. 'The fighting which developed is 
thus desci ib^d ]>y ( Jeneral \'an 1 )c\'(‘nter : 

ICjiily «»ii till' lath X'*. 1 (Vtlimiii r tyolfu'i'I Orr] 
iMU'-h with till' <‘lM'lll^ iiml <'fig}igi«l him in front, whiio 
No'*'. l! [thiloni'l IliilKWiiy] anil [(Jolfin.'l TajlorJ 
(^olnmns inovod lii.s liift ainl light thinks 

(ivi'ly. 'I'ho litioiny wns found to hr* .strongly <*nf r<*n4‘}»o'l 
;ind t ho figliting whs p.irlicnln riy u'voro. In t lio coiitn* 
the .‘lllnl i’nnji'his n-nd Oold Ooiisl I vo'^ii'U'iil. sm'r4'<‘do<| 
j'l f-npMiring tin' oiioiny tronch<"> in tro»*t ol Xo. 1 
Oolurnti, Imf. worn hcHvily count cr-a.t I ackod, mid liimll\ 
compollod to rvaimiito llu'in :iff.i r h . tnhhorn rrsJ -^Innoo. 
On the If ft hnsh-fin’s gioHlly interferrd with tin’s tnovn'- 
infuils of X^o. li (Johiinii. 'Thi* 4*n«‘iny (o<*k ndvantagf* 
of this to JMJin<?h In'jivy cfnint rr-ut tack.s ogainst No. .‘1 
Ooluinn, and tho f(f“t m-hinf'nt, of t-ho lath Ikiflimis on tlif 
oxtri'TTHj left., which ijuirkly lost, nil its nritidi ofliecrs 
kilU‘d or w'ouiulcfl, was forced hiu'k. 'i'h<‘ rcmainth'i* 
of thf* Cfihiirin, w)ii<*h was in imminent flangcr of being 
rolled 11]), Ava.s comiicll 'fl to give gromid. 

Mc'uiwhil** on the right No. ti <*ohimn lind g.nnofi n 
poHilioti well romifl ilm f*ii«.’my’s h'ft Hank, rejielling 
threo (ifamter-nt t aolN'--, nml by tin* afternfion wn^. j.'re.s.-ing 
the f*nemy eh)<)*ly. fn onter to r<‘hevo this prossnn* 
the Oerman (kiininander made another strong connter- 
n.ttaek, which was f«loj)|)f‘fl and in turn comiter-at t aekeil 
by tin* l/!h*<l K.A.ll. iimler Miijor Durham. TJif' 
enetny wa.s hack right through th<^ treiiclios on 

his h*it flank, which were talo'n )imi firmly held. This 
siieces.s decided th'* )ietinn, the enemv evaeimting the 


wfiole f>f his position at dark and retiring towards 
ALihamhia. Flis Ifisse" Imd been heavy. 

'I’lie 22ml and 27th .Moiintjiiii JbJatterios and Oold 
tkiast llattery gavo cltisfi, support tb.ronghout the day 
to the attfiekiiig infantry, whoso gallantry and endurance 
wero ino.st markf'fl. '^h<^ easimlties, particularly amongst 
ofTicors, harl be»*n considerable in m'arly all 111111 "= (*ngag<*ff, 

Mihtimbiii, to wliich place the f*ncniy witli- 
drow, is 40 miles south of Kilwn, on the diro(;t 
track to Liudi. Tho operations did not fully 
effect van Deventer’s oh jet t, as von T^dtow 
rc‘frcatt‘<l neither to Liwtilo nor towards 
Massasi, but roinforcod his Kilwa front. Tt 
had been found, too, as tlio DrRish coiiunaiider 
put on record, that “ tho enemy’s ca|>acity 
foi‘ rosisianco had not been in any way wenkenod 
by the rainy season, and that tho moral and 
f raining of his troops rom.ained high.” Di scr- 
f ions from f lu> lanks tif In’s carri<n-s wt»rc, it is 
true, becoming numerous, nnri no doiil^t 
caused the (h*i*mans sojue trouble. 'The carriers, 
bowi'vcr, wt*ro mainly local nafives, almo.st 
alway.s anx.ious to esctipf^ from tlio slavery 
im])oscd n}>ori thcan, though from their ranks 
occasional recaMiits for von T..(ittow’s fighting 
force wc*,r(^ obtained. W’hili^ fho Oer’inans had 
receivo<l n hard blow, tho Jlriti.*^]! Kilua Force 
had b(*en d<»pleted by si(*kn«*ss, as well as by 
losses in the field. Tt nc(*ded rest, rein- 
forcements and bef.f.er communications be- 
fore it (!Ould again take the offensive. Thes«* 
proc(?sst^s oc'cupied nearly two months, and it 
may ho doubted whether any substantial 
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atlvantajr*.' uccriu'd to tlui Hiitisli from an 
offoiisivi' \vhi(‘h had (xhaostc'd itsrif in a 
fortnij^lit, %N]irn tho jjjrcat iKM'd was for con- 
liiuious JiainiiK'Tin^ af tho (h'riiiaii positions, 
llovvov'or, by ini(l'S(*|)l ombor, wlx'ii Iho J\.ihva 
for<*o was a^ain rt'ady, tin' laFidi for^*o was 
also ])roparo(i for a contiiuions advaiic(*. hi 
t]u‘ inte’'val tlio Tandi forc‘<^ Jiad not b«M‘n 
simply mai'kiiiL*: time. Here, at any rate, 
loeal and limited op(‘rations w(*ro jnstilKid, 
for it was osscjiitial to obtain sutheient^ elbow 
room for the intended advance on Massasi. 
GeiKMul O’dlrady Ix^gan, on Anjjfu.st 2, a move- 
ment w'hieJi led to veiy stiff fi^litin^, 

Tho objocHv<i of flu' lofl or main <-oluipn (:!.■»( h R«»ynl 
Tiisiliors, Maoliiin* Hnn (joinpany, ‘t/Hli K.A.IJ.) 

\\':w ontMiiyV rii:>ht fl.oik on Taiutarinili Hill [o\«*r 
loolvin/^' tho hiikiilodi K-^tnary]. I Irro vi*ry •^tiib)>orii 
nvsislanct* Was (h«* t-nHio of whiclj was :i 

Oof)oonlod rodoiibt, Iho oxisti-noo of wlucli was m»i 
proviously known. Itcspifo rop(_'»‘<<'<l ••Cfurt^ tliis riMloubt 
couki not ho takon, and in consoqnf'urjo Uia main rolninf» 
was hrongtit to a standstill. '^J’ho column (:{on> 

Punjabis) booaiin* tlni:; nnsn|)|»«irtcd in i!-. advanof, and 
on bfing heavily conntor-al t acki'd hy the ofu iny’s 
ro.sorvo M'*as uompcllnd to witlidraw wilJi considerabli 
loss aftiT tho wlu'lo of tho British oni<rt*rs had hfc-ninc 
<!avnahioa, Tho iMigii^faiiont ondod hy our trot>p- 
''‘trenching on tlio gronnil gained uiul organi/ang for a 
fresli n,b’'ance. 

This l>egan '»n t}*o 10th by a tiirnintr inoveTraMit south 
of ''randainiiti Hillr'^/hieh w’as heu\aly boinharchd hy 
the navy wn’th the ohjeet of '^ieeeiving tho onomy ns to 
the j>oint of attaek. Tim jnoveinont was ‘uccosstiiJ ir. 
**ausing tlm enemy to abandon his ground and fall baej. 
to anotiier stn)ng at Nurnnyu. 

Greiieral O* Grady followed m pursuit, keeping': 
in close contact with tho Germans, though 
now he w^as hindered by heavy rains. On the 


I8(h tho eiu'iuy, wlio had re< ei\ ed eotisidenible 
r(‘iiifonHMnent;S fr(.)m von hettiiu’s rcseives, 
wjis closely engnged, Imt. r('mnim‘d in possession 
of his inniii lin< of (h‘fetiei*s, t lie Hrit ish fnieo 
<‘tit reneliing opposite the i neuiy. Tho opera- 
tions wiMe not, fnrtIuM' prt^ssed for th<» time. 

Tn the w(‘stern or IMnlienge men, mennwliile, 
operations Iteing em*ri(‘(l on relentlessly. 

It will 1)0 reeolleet ed that by tlie, end of July 
(JeiHM'al Norllu'y’.'s rohnens wnci pressing 
back the <a‘rman>' fi*om soiilb and west, and 
that (k)lonel Tytlt'r I'rom Ji inga was pressing 
them from t li(^ north-w (*st. Colemd 'Tafel 
had the ehoiee of | >i’esf‘i it ly to a(‘eep<, aeti<»n 
whudi would be di*eisive, or, aft(‘r a si'iii's of 
delaying aetions, to south-oast, and 

elldl•a.^'our to join the inaiu foi<'(' undtM' \oii 
l^idtuw', w lio in August was ja-.niioted by Ih * 
Kaiser to llie jank «)t Mn jor-( {(‘iioral. .And if 
ho ('Fafe]) delayod too long h<‘ might lind 
himself surrounded and left wilhout elioiet'. 
During August both (^>lone| IlnwtJiorn and 
( 'olonel lunr Aviie \ oix n< li\e ; on the last da\ 
of August in the .Mpe|)<» area It) niil(\s east, 
by s<»uth of .Midiengi* ('ohniel h'air scomd n 
neat sueeoss, killing oi* eapturing tfi of tho 
<‘ii<*my, of whom tlnee wen^ lOuropeans. 
f’olonel dlawthoiii remained in the Nieinity 
t)f Alpondas “ (mgaged in a constant st l uggle, 
in the most ditlicmlt raviiui country, with an 
(*nemy of equal strength, who rceeiv(*d frequent 
minor reinforcements.” Far away in the 
south Colonel Shf>rthost; uceupicMl Tunduiu 
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on August 23. T})i.s place, which is about 
midway Txdwcc'n hake Nyasa and ttio Indian 
Ocean and 45 miles north of tho Portuguese 
frontier, was of iniportanco as being tho 
centre of a district whence tho enemy obtaine<l 
food suppli<*s, and hitherto it had lioen held 
by them without molestation, save for a 
bombing raid by British airmen in .funo. 

Tile Iringa column under Colonel Tytlor on 
August 2<) (crossed tho Idida riv’er and pusheil 
out patrols towards Ifakaras, which lies north 
of tho important Ulanga (Kilombero) river and 
50 miles due north of Mahenge. At this time, 
th(^ tringa column was no longer wholly British 
— it liad bf*(ai joined on August 10 by Belgians, 
au<l on th(^ 2Sth the Brit ish troo[)s wtirc! ent irt'ly 
withdrawn and thc^ Mahenge operations Kdt in 
the hands of the Bt4gians. (Jolonol iruyghe 
carried out. the work he had undertak<‘n with 
compUde succ(*ss. His phms had betni made 
in consultation with CetK^ral van Beventer, 
wdio on JuiK' 18 had a consultation with tlu‘ 
Belgian comma-ndtu’ at Dodoma on tlu' t/^aitral 
Haihva.y. It was th('n arrangiul that- two 
Belgia.n columns should op(‘rate against. 
Maheng*‘. One, know^n as the Northern 
Column (under Commanda.nt Hubert), niareluMl 
from Dodoma to fringa. ft was originally 
intended to go to tlie Mpepo front, hut Colonel 
Fair’s progrt^ss rendor(>U that uniieeossary and 
the Ncu’tlierii Column w'as deflected to Cidonel 
Tytk^r at Idtda. Meanwhile, a s(*(M>nd (the 
main) Btdgiaii forc(‘, known as thi^ Southern 
(\)hnnn, commanded by Major Bataille, was 
coneentrat(Hl on the t ^entral Bail way at 
Kilossa (t‘ast of Dodoma) and at UUua, a litth' 
south of Kilossa. This eolnmn began an 
advance smith on Mahi*ng(^ on August 15. 
Colonel Huyghe’s task hail been arduous, and 
it had taken full three months to prepare for 
the ^Mahenge campaign. Tlie troops had to he 
brought hack from the Congo, iiu‘dical aiul 
transport servdees liad to be reorganized, 
munitions and supplies brought up (in all 
these things the British gave help), roads had 
to be made, and telegraphic comniunieation 
with van Deventer established. 

'riie country in which the Belgian operatitms 
were conducti'd, though more healthy than the 
Kilwa-Lindi districts, wms o'zceediugly ilitticiilt . 
Between their base and Mahenge was a wdilo 
stndch of broken country, numerous small 
streams and tw'o large rivers, the "Ruaha and 
Kilombero (tho latter bordortnl by extensive 
marshes) and the Kalemoto-Mailcge hills, 15 


miles across. Mahenge itself lies on a healthy, 
tl'iough bleak, plateau, 6,000 ft. above the sea, 
in tho midst of a fertile agricultural district. 
And for fully a year tho enemy had boon 
diligently preparing their defences there. 

Major Bataille, who had already proved his 
soldierly qualities in the Tabora campaign, 
moved rapidly, driving in the opposing rear- 
guarils at Kidoli, 50 miles south of Kilossa 
(August IS) and again at Tope (August 19). 
Oil the 21st Bataille crossed tho Ruaha un- 
opposed, and three days later the Saiiga river. 
Hero ho lia I a brush with tlio enemy, who lost 
four whites and a machine-gun, while six 
British prisoners were rolca.sed. On the 28th 
Bataille offectixl a junction ^vith 'rytler and 
Hubert at Ifakaras, having covered 97 miles in 
I t days. 

'I'lu' 4*iioiny, W'fotn (jciu'I’mI viin Dovoiiter, had r(*liml 
soiifli of tho Kilombero riv^r, wliioh was a forrnidahk* 
but tliu rapidify and “skill with whii'h tho 
IJoIgimi coliiiriii-^' ar-.tod dipriv»'d tho oiuany of any 
adv^jiutnj^o lio mipjht have gaiutal from tliis, By 
Septoiuhor G tho Bolcijm columns had soenrod crossings 
at two and l)y llio 8th tho whole of tho Belgian 

SontlK'rn Brigaclo was acnvs.s and moving against 
Alahcngo. 

Four eiioiiiy compnnios had V)oon posted to 
oppose the passage of tho Bidgians at tlu^ 
o\i>«‘cted (jpossing phwM‘, hut wdiile some 
dotaehnienl.s mach* a fidnt attack at this place, 
two ot!u‘r detachments scuuired the passage of 
tho river at; a spot 10 miles a.\vay. Th(i defend(*rs, 
finding tliemselves t hreat cin d in rt^ar, then 
ga\a^ way, and the Ik'lgians, undisturbed, 
brhlgod the river. 'I hi* Cermans liad fallen 
hack on a defensive sv^stem in the Kaliimd-o- 
Madege hills with a front of 15 miles, and 
roughly 20 miles nort h hy nortli-east of 
Mahenge. Here tlie Belgians o])ened an attack 
on September 9, exactly a year after their 
entry into Tal.x)ra. Strong resistaix'e wxis 
encouuh'.rod and tlie light, lasted for eight days. 
The Germans in the hilly, densely buslied 
country disputed every foot of the way. An 
<‘iieircling movement, however, settled the 
matter, and on September 10, bcati^n on the 
Lnri, the Germans gave way — retiiing to an 
inner line of defence, some seven miles only 
fi’om Mahenge. 

Major Bataille gave the enemy no rest and, 
though lus progress, owing to the difiiiailt 
country to be traversal, w’as slow it was 
steady. Slow progress was uuavoidaVjle also 
from another cause — tho long tenuous lines of 
communication wliich made the supply of tlie 
force a puzzling matter. Tt hal been hoped 
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LHWIS CJUNNEKS PKAG TISING IN A 

ORIHD SWAMP NEAR MNDI. 

that tli(^ r<*soiirres (.)t' tlu; cuiiatry wouM havr 
boc_!ii of soiiin Ik'Ij), )jiit tlio G(?riiiaii.s in thv^ir 
recroHf- (li^st roy(‘d prarf ically all food t)i<'y could 
tiot carry away. !u a h^ht on 8opt<*iubc‘r 22 
the Brlgians stMZod an laaMuy post, <*a[>tnring 
or killing \'.i asUari and l.hrot^ oifitMU'.s, toj.'oth<M‘ 
with two n\uclunc-mii*s and a largo store of 
auiinniiition. T5y the 2Htli they ^^cr'^ in touch 
with tlie last defences of Alaluaige, a ridge of 
hilla extending north, <*ast, and west of the 
town and defended by ‘*‘>0 Ki:ro|}(*a.n and 2,(M)(> 
native troops. Some days wt^re s[)(ait in 
reconnoitring tl\e positions; by October 4 the 
Relgians were in aetiv<< conta<!t with Hm; 
eneni\, an<l t»n Oebobcu 7 a general attack 
was begun, in front and ^ai both flanks. 13ut 
Oolonel Tafel had no intention of fighting 
the issue out. He resisted as long as it wtls 
safe to <Io so — as long, that is, as ho had a 
way of escape. The Belgians pressed hard, and 
when, on October 8, both his right and left 




wings ga\’e way, ( ’oJonel 'I'afel ordercul a gen(a*al 
retreat. Major Mulli*r, (*onimanding the right 
flank of thi^ Ik^lgian birce, (altered Mah('ng(^ 
on October 9, (^ajituring 20 whites in tlie last 
position hi‘M by tlie (auany. Tn Mahenge itself 
w(‘re! found 92 (Ji^rman soldicjrs and 242 askari, 
“ sick ” in liospital. (Not all the German 
*’ sick ” were ill or woundtid — many wi*re worn 
out with fatigue and otlu^rs frankly stayed 
behind to b(? captured.) The Belgians also 
liberated at Maheiigo several British ixnd 
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J5(*45iaa iiativo noldifjr prisonors, and oiio Brif isli 
olVuM*!*. 

Tlu^ first and main objcurtive of tho Bt»lgians 
hail h(HMi altaiiiod “most .successfully and 
skilfully,” and tlic'. Iii^'-h woral of the Congolese 
troo|)S onc(» mor(* d»Miionsiratoil. They still 
had their work to Unish. After the capiiirt* 
f»f ]\Iaheng(^ a detachment, under Majf^r til illy, 
vigorously pursut'd t-lu* (jlcrma.ns, who lia<l s£>lit 
up into xarious fragments, though Tafcl liad 
with him still ovtu’ l,f)00 iiaai. Finding that 
Oilly could not be shakiMi off, the enemy turned, 
on OctobiH’ 1.‘5, si>me 20 miU*s south of Mahcngc, 
and atta.ck<vl liim — unsuccessfully. Three 
<la.ys later another smaU TIelgian force sur- 
prised a German detachment cf)nvoying 
]irisoners of war, dispersed it, and rescueil the 
prisoners. Meantime, on the ISth, the Belgian 
right had (‘slablisluMl contact witli Colonel 
Eair, and a little Infer they were in liaison also 
with (\)h)nel Hawtliorn, On October 24 tlu^ 
I»rd Tk‘lgian battalioir engagtv.l and defeated 
an enemy force at Saidi. In this fight Captain 
van Damme fell at the head of his troops. 

Again, for a few days it seemed that the 
much-d(*sired decisive action might bo forced, 
so Tar /as Ta-feTs forct) was concerned, by tlio 
ccanbinod action of the Belgians and of the 
Taipembe (Colonel Fair's) and Songea (Colonel 
Hawthorn’s) columns. Colonel Hawthorn, 
reinforced by the 2/4th K.A.R. from the dis- 
ineinbercd Iringa column, renewed his otfeu- 


sive on October Kith, but the enemy at Mpron- 
<las avoid(‘d liis blow, and, having destroyed 
his two guns, retir('(l north along I ht^ Luwega 
that is, in the Mahcngc^ dire(‘tion. Colonel 
Tafel was inui tight- (*orn(‘r, and d<\sert<*rs from 
his force had begun to surriaaha* to tlu^ B<‘lgians 
in large? nnmbers. Ho ref rent erl to t.he south- 
(‘ast, the only route not blocked, while the 
ft>ree in front of Hawthorn also now turnetl 
c'astward. Circnmstancos favonrt'd "I’afel’s 
es<*apt'. Heavy rains might bo expected in tlu? 
]\hihenge. area by th(' middle of November, and 
onCH) tlu'Y sot in the roads soutJi frt)m the 
Ctaitral Railway would biu'omo im])ossible, at 
least for nu^clianical transport. Tiie Belgians 
had liad no opportnnity to build np a food 
reserve, and supplies by way of Nyasuland or 
Khodosia, owing to the great hmgth of the 
route, could not be expected. Captain V. J. 
lvc?yto, who was responsible for th(? supply of 
all food to the African troops and carriois of 
the Nyasaland Force, worked strenuonsly 
and successfully, but with lines extending 1,000 
miles there wore obvious limits to the numbe.* 
of men who couM be fed. In tlie circum- 
stances General van Deventer (October 27) 
asked Colonel Tliiyghe to leave only two 
battalions in the Mahongo area to cooperate 
with General Northoy’s troops, sending the rest 
back to Kilossa. 

The whole enemy front on the western area 
gave way, and it was only the very great 
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difllculty ill supplying the Aiiglo-Belgian forces 
at the end of their long lines of communication 
which prevented full advantage being taken 
of the situation. Nevertheless by November G 
Colonel Fair had reached Kabil a Mtoto, whero 
142 G<*rmans and 140 askari snrreiulered ; on the 
6th 82 more askari gave themselves up to the 
Belgian columns. A day or two later tlu^ 
Belgians found that Tafol had g<.>t. beyond their 
roach — their lino of supply had reached tlio 
breaking point. But the Mahengo area was 
clear of the oiiorny ; Tafel’s one en<Ieavonr ntnv 
was to break south and join von Lettow, while 
von Lettow himself by themid<ne of November 
was in a perilous position. The fate of Taf<4 am I 
the final part played by the Belgians in the 
campaign is bomid m) with the op<^ rations which 
opened in September in the Kilw a region 

Since the capture of Narungombo by tiu^ 
Kilwa Force, on July 19, prcjparations for a. 
renewal of the olfensivo had gone, on steadily. 
The tram-line, or light railway, which ran from 
Kilwa was (extended towards ilie south,* 
* milwiiy ailminjstrut ion OuJonol 8ir 

VVjJliani Jolins, O.li., laid clcjwii in all JJii inile.s of fra<*k 
in t!)<‘ Kil^^■a and bindi arca^. 'I'lu’ nTjuin-iin-iit s of flu 
army weri- also jtiOL by potrol-driv^ n tra< ior.s ami Innlor'-, 


roads were improved, transport (largely 
moehaiiieal) collected and supplit's aec*u- 
mulated in forward areas. ''Dio bn lie of th(> 
Nigtirian brigade — one battalion had been sent 
to give a liaiul in the chase of Nanmarm — was 
brought to Kilwa, and tlu'rt^ also were landed 
welcome reinforcements from India — the 25th 
Ca»va.lry, the 55th Kitles, anil the 127t.Ii Baluchis. 
They wore all at Kilwa by the end of tlio first 
wook in September, iiiiel Genia’al llaiinyngton 
was back in command. Tlie Bindi forces 
was also streugtlicnei i aim I organ li/cd in two 
principal columns. “By the middle of Sep- 
teml)i.‘r the sitmitioii,” wrote Gencrail van 
Devi'fiter, wais ripe for the main advaiiice. . . . 
Sulliciont motor traiaisport wais by this time 
avaiilaible for the v\'hoI«^ force*.” It liaid taiken 
vain De^veuter tluve^ ami ai liailf months to arrive) 
at tliis happy staige* ; pairt of tlie flejlaiy wais duo 
to the* ilitlicLilty of mee‘ting aill Jiis elennands in 
vie*AV e:)f the) oxige*nci(.*s of the* situation in 
Fraiiiee amel.the Ne*air Kaist . 

Van J)e\'ent(*i‘ ne)\\' iinde*ile)e)k ai coiC.I)incel 
movcm(*nl, his feaee/s aidv'aiiedng southward 
fream Kilwai auid sold li-w e^stwaird Iroin J^indi. 
lie wont himsc'lf to nelvameed lieadepiarl (M 's ait 
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Kilwa on Sopierober 10 an<l nine tlayti later the 
real main ol’fensive was begun. And from 
that ciate, Septeinlx'i* 10, the operations 
continued witliout a pause until the initldle 
of TJeeeinber 

At Kilwa (.General llannyngton liatl now tin* 
major ]mtt of liis force in two eolunins, under 
Colonels Orr and K id gway respectively. The 
Nigerian Brigade under (ieneral (hinlitfe on 
the extrc'ine right moved by a <*ireuitous route 



IN THE BUSH. 


to try anil cut off tli'^- enemy, Tlie 2i>t h 
(Tndiau) Cavalry was sent on a special mission 
to ilestroy the enemy's food depots at Kangano 
and other places in or near the upjx^r Mbemkuru 
valley. Advancing over an area almost water- 
less at that season, and covered by dense bush 
through which roads had to be cut, the infanti y 
on llie 19th drove the enemy from his advanced 
position, and then after a smart action witli 
Colonel Orr's column t]\e ( Jermans evacuated 
Mihambia. In falling back to the south-west 
the Cermans unex])eetedly found their passage 
barred (September 22) by two Nigerian 
battalions. The eiuany fought hard, making 
repeated and determ iiu‘d attempts to break 
through. Finally the Germans broke into 


small parties and, scattering through the bush, 
escapc?d, leaving over 100 dead on the ground. 
The pursuit continued, the Germans making 
for Nahungji Hill, a strong post near the Mbem- 
kuru river. Here on September 20 Colonel 
Orr was closely engaged all day, the brunt of 
the attack being borne by the 2/2nd K.A.R.’s, 
supported by the 27th IVlountain Battejy — • 
which knocked out one of the enemy guns. 

next day Cunliffe's Nigerians joined in the 
attack. Und(»r cover of darkness the Germans 
evacuated Nahunga (September 29), at which 
pla<*e the 2oth (.^a-vnlry arriv^ed on Sejitember .‘10, 
having suei'cssfully acei>mplished its mission, 
inelufling a raid on the much-prized Nangano. 

It was now clear that von fjettow was not 
going to fall back on ij’wale, but southward 
towards Massasi. Kannyngtoirs two columns 
and the cavalry were th(*refore direided to 
pursue th(^ eniMuy up the Mbemkuru, wJiile tho 
Nigerian Hrigadi‘ was siait- soiitli to help to cut 
off tho enemy line of retreat. CunlilTo left 
Nahunga on Octobi^r 4 and after a trying 
inarch through most ditlicult country -which 
caused it to be three days late in reaching its 
objective — gaiiu'd touch with t he Lindi Force 
on the llth. In thi' interval Orr and Kidgway 
had drivtai the i*nemy from the Mbemkuru, 

While Kidgway's column now contained 
hettow towards R-uangwa (south-west of 
Nahunga], Hannyngton sent Orr's column by 
fori'cd marchi's to Ku[>o!ala, an important 
enemy grain depot, wliich it reached on 
October 10, thus completely severing the main 
enemy communicat ion from Malienge to 
Massasi via. J a wale ” ((V)lon<;4 Orr). Von 

hettow had sensiul the danger to Kuponda and 
ho got away by an alternative route, wliich 
his foresight, had pt'ovidcd, connecting with 
the Liiidi-Massasi road. 

When these operations liad begun to take 
effect the Lindi Forces then under General 
Hi'V’i's, moved out (Se[)tember 24) to bar tho 
(Jerman retreat. Its iuiinc'diate ohjective was 
Mtama, 22 miles south-west of iatidi. Mtama 
covered Nyaiigao, a. mission station on tho 
Liukuledi wheri^ converged thc» most firacticablo 
tracks eoniieeting the Lindi urea with tho 
Mbeinkuru valley. The advance, though 
strongly resisted, made good progre.ss, and vmri 
Uettow fully realizing the serious eharacter 
of tlie offensive liastened south with his 
reserves, concentrating a considerable portion 
of his force at Maliiwa, to tho south-west of 
Nyangao. To that station the enemy had. 
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ofi Oc‘1())>rr 15, (mI fri>iu ^Itawa. Thoro 

ousikhI ill tlie middio of Octolx^r soiuo of Iho 
severest fighting seen in P]ast Africa. Tlio 
Nigerian ]lrigad<% wliicli was on the right, was 
given the task of cutting off tlie enemy ndrtuif. 
from Nyangao and Maliiwa, wiiile in th(» (U'litre 
and soutli twt) other columns, commande<l 
respectively by (leneral O’CHrady and Coloiud 
Tytler, ad\'ance<l on and paralhd to the main 
road to Massasi. All day on (ho 15tJiand Kith 
von Lottow succeeded in holding <»ff (lie 
Nigerians, and he compelled the 1st Jlattalion, 
called up in sup]>ort, to fall back. On th<^ night 
of the Kith he abandoiKMl Nyangao station to 
take up a [losition on a ridge about two milt's 
to t lit' soutJi, behind tht' lietl of tiu' Nakadi 
river. Ht're, tin tht' 17(h and I8th, lie tifft'rt'd 
<lt*sperat(^ resistance and succt'eded in holding 
up the British. Von Lettow was ])laying ftir 
time to gt't tht' bulk of liis force away south. 

Oolonol Tytlor advancrcd from Nyangao at <luy))ri*ak 
oil tho ITtli, anti at oii'jo gained toorfi with I lit* fmaiiy. 
'I’ho 3/tth K.A.H. altacki'il, support - hI l>y artillery 
tins iiikI by out' ok'loek had taken pa’t of the po'.ith.ii. 
(loneral t^’Orady had rIu•lm\^■hi!o c‘oine up <)m t hi» right- 
of Colonel Tyller’s I'ohiiini, the l^haratpiir Inhiiitry 
iittaoking with l/2nd K..V.R. in snpport. Opfio'-ition 
to thin attaek increased steadily, and both battalions 
wero soon fully engaged. At four freh)ek a detern'ineil 
eouriter-attfiek w.as mado against boHi foliiiens, an»l 
the whole lino was pressed hark, but again atlvanetal 
and regained ji-irf of the lost gnaiinl. Darkness sot in 
with the eiigagoinent still proei'.eding. 

On tlie morning of thi? ISth the aetion w.as resnined, 
C<Monol Ty tier’s euliimti pressing the enemy vigt>r<ai-!y 
in order to enahio Of'nc*raI O’GnidyVs efilnrnn to i-tTeet 
a junction with the Nig<‘riaii Jlrigarle, which it vncceetleil 
in doing at 8 o’clock. Colonel Tytler’s attack was at 
first succo'isful, the .lOth Punjabis driving tie eiif'my 
from their trenehe.s and ocotipying them, wliile part of 
tho 3/4th K.A.H. and of tho 2.79th ^^a€.•hino Gun Company 


eanio up on flu* Ptinjabis’ U*f{ to strengthen that Halik, 
'I’he onoiny vcas, llo^^'ever, in fr»rce, and (telivcred a 
.strong count or-at 1 H<*Ic on flu* l«*ft, which o\s*ntntilly 
compolJtul oiii* lino to fall bar*Iv to the* river )>(*<l, 'I'hi.s 
position was maintained during the afti'rnooii, uovoral 
count er-at t aeJvs l><‘ing n‘pnis*Ml. 

G«*nend O'Graily meanwhile attacked the enemy’'' 
le*‘t flank aiul forced it liiu'k f(*r some distanee, the 3/2iid 
K.A.li. leatling, wliiln the 25th Fu.'<ili(*rs (from Colonel 
'Pytler’s column) filh'd the gap hetw'ecn the attack 
fronts of the t WM columns. On this Hank also the enemy 
d«*veh>ped a V'*ry strong counter-attack, gaining .some 
ground, a-iul it was t»jiiiul le-cessary to restore the 
.situation liy bringing ui> the 3rd Nigerians from reserve 
to the left of Gi*n<*ral O'Grady’s ocihimn. 3'h.i enemy 
pressure continued until daik, but- without further 
ri'siilt, and i>u the morning of the 19th h«* W'is found to 
lijivo retircnl to his o’iginal line, 

Mucli of the fighting in Ihi.s four days’ 
battle, for such it was, had lict'ii at clci.so 
(piartcrs. The- ({i*rman losses \N'i‘rc h(*a\"y — 53 
J‘'airo]H‘a ns and 2()8 askari killt'd, 241 Pairo- 
pcans ainl 577 askari cajitnrcd. 44ic niimhcr 
of wounded was unknown. TIk* British casuaK 
(ics wt'rt* also s(‘vi‘rc. After this ai*tion a. 
brief pause in the advance wjis essential. It 
did not gn*ally advantagi* von J^ettow, for Ir* 
now found liimself eomjielhsl to (l(‘taeJi troops 
from ATahiwa- to nH*<*t a- throat to his loft flank. 
(*olon<*l Orr from Hiiporula raiilod (()eto])(*r III) 
Lnknloili Mission Stati<in, only K) t-o 12 milos 
north of Alassasi, towards which he reeon- 
noitri‘d. On the 21st a c-ountec-attaek on Orr 
was re|)ulsi‘d, two maehine-gnns and some 
prisoners being taken. Orr then returned to 
Bujjojida. Thn^e or fotir days ]^rt^viously 
(\»lon(‘l Bidgway laid driv'<*n the eiu*my rear- 
gnard.s from Bnangwe. The eni'iny's Kilua 
front was ernmhling. 

At this time Cen<‘ral Hannyngton was rein- 
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fr)rc<vl }>y Ml troops sent from Ct>J<>riol 

H.tiygli(*’s r(\servti by the Central Railway to 
I )ar-es- Salaam, and thonco by boat. Tho 
special mission of this Belgian and Kilwa force 
was to li</lp in I lie rounding up of Colonel 
’’Tafel, and its oldective was Liwale. That 
])lfieo w^as entered on October 20 by a raiding 



BRKJ.-GENERAL F. G. CUNLIFFE, C.H. 

Commanded the Nigerian Hrigade, and later the 
Idndi Force. 

party of Nojthey’s force, muha* Major Haw- 
kins, which was sent forwai-d })y Cfdonel 
Shorthose from Timdurii. Ila.wkins lield it for 
five days, wdien (Novf'mbor 2) Eiwale was taken 
over by tlio Belgians. Tho Belgian contingent 
was un(h‘r (commandant 1 lorioii, and consisted 
of the 0th Battalion ami (Cyclists, reinforced 
some lO days Jatt*r by the 4th Belgian Bat- 
talion. M'afel was then endeavouring to 
break through to von J^ettow'. Th(' only 
forces ill his din‘et. patJi were tlKise of 
Shortliosi^ and Hawkins. From tlu'. north- 
west Colonel Murray, witli 400 Khodt\sians, 
pnshi'd on to their lielp ; from Eiwale 
Commandant Herioii sent 200 rifl(»s with the 
same object. 


Thoxo rcinforcernpiits could not, however, arrive 
in time to iiHsi.st Shorthoso and Hawkins in stemming 
tho onoiny moveinoiil to the south, which they most 
gallantly at tempi ed I o do un the 16th when still separated 
from eaeli other by somo hours* march. Kach of thoir 
small forces put up a determined fight, and inflicted con* 
"iilerablo loss un the enemy before b<*ing con-pnllod 
to w'iMulraw towards Tiinduru in face of groat odds 
^Tafel had some l,8(>a rifies.l The B(4gian column 
siicceeo<lod in overtaking the onemy’s rearguard company 
•iiid captured a maxim and some prisoners, including 
I he fjompany commander. 

Tafid in going south towards the Rovuma was 
marching into a hornets’ nest, for after their 
brief jianso both tho Kilwa and Lindi Forces 
were again going forward and Tafcl found 
bc‘tween him and von Bottow troops whom he 
eonlfl not break through. Hero it may be 
athlod thiit tho Belgian force, its mis.sion accom- 
plished, was sliorily aftor\vards withdrawn to 
tlie Congo. Gencual van Devtuiter paid his 
allies no more than tladr duo when, in thanking 
Colonel Huygho, die said “tho Belgian troops 
ai'e splendid fighters, keen and reliable, and 
their pai tiei]hit ion in the campaign lias been of 
tho greatf^st \ aluo to tho Allied force.” 

What was virtually the final stage of tlio 
eanipaign so far as Cermun lOast Africa wa-s 
concerned bi^gan on N()vemlK»r 0, 1017. To 
Ix" sure of complete success Fortuguescj aid was 
retpurod. months before General Hos- 

kins Jiad <liscussed with the Portuguese Com- 
mandcr-in-Chief feasible methods of eoopi'ra- 
tion should von Bottow try to cross tho Ro- 
vuma. '^I^ho Portiigneso wercj very willing, un<1 
they sent a largo foi'co to Mozambique — some 
S,80(> iTii'n (see Vol. XVII, page 347). Troops 
had lx‘eu posted along the Rovuma and recently 
had even Jiiado incursions across the frontier 
( k'lieral van Deventer now suggested to Colont‘1 
Rosa that ho should dispose his force in a 
manner to bar von T^ottow’s retreat, and to this 
f'ourso ih(^ Portiiguoso eomman<ler readily 
assented. One of van Deventer’s suggestions 
was that a strong Portngneso detachment 
should 1)0 stationed at Ngomano, tho point 
wluao the Bujenda river joins the Rovuma. It 
was felt to bo not improbable that von Bettow 
might make for tliat spot if he evaded tho 
British columns, and that was precisely what 
he did do, and what Tafel tried to do. But in 
the end it was touch and go. 

On November (> the Bindi Foree^ now under 
General CunlilTe, renewed its attack on IMahiwa 
with the Nigerian Biigade, and General 
O’Grady’s and (/^olonel Tytler’s columns. 
The bulk of tho fighting that day fell to 
Cioneral O’Grady’s colmnn, wdiich got to 
the enemy’s right rear, while in turn the 
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Gormans attacked O’GiwJy's flanks and rear. 
Mahiwa itself was taken by Indian troops — the 
i>th Infantry — of Colonel Tytlor’s column, 

the infantry being well siip|)oited ])y aiiillery 
fir<?. During the night the enemy rotrt'ated 
a<*ross a 20 miles waterless track of oountrj^ 
CunlilTo was ordtatMl to pursue tlio h^e, Xo. M 
column (O’CJrady’s) being bivaiglit up to a 
strcaigth of 2,000 liflt's for this purpose, '^riu* 
Xig('ria.ns and the ('apo Coi[>s (llio eolourt‘d 
^^oiith African troops) were engas^ed on Novem- 
ber S in clearing a way h^r (leinaal O’t Jrady. 
They sv<‘r(^ stoutly oppost'.d by I’ear guarOs and 
reserv(‘S had to bo brought up before the 
enemy gave way. Ii\ this action the Cape 
Corps rushed a machine-gun which was annoy- 
ingly acti\'<^ on the TIritish Hank, killing or cap- 
tui'ing the whole of the gun crew. O’Grady 
moved out at dawn on the 0th. Von Dettow 
put up n\any delaying ac*tions which caused 
him <*onsi(ka'ablo l<->ss, including the last ser- 
viceable 1*1 inch gun of the Ivbnigsberg. whi(*h 
ho was compelI(*d to abandon. Ib^ fell ba(*k 
from Mahiwa to Xangoo, and thence to Chiwata. 
O’Grady, notwithstanding tJ»e groat, ditlaailty 
exporioneod in supplying his men with walei*^ 
did not sla(‘k(‘ii in liis effort, and l)y the morn- 
ing of Novtanher 14 luid srazed a commanding 
|)osition overlooking Chiwata. 

General HLaiinv ngton, from the Kilwa diret;- 
lion, iurd moved simnltanoously with the 
Lindi Cin-ce. Flaimyngt on had fiOvV the help 
of the loth South African nors<‘, whi<’h after 
tlK*- capture r>f >rainnn.nn wa.s brought south. 


and a mounted column was formed, coinpos(Ml 
of the 10th S.A. Horse, tb<* 2r)tli (Indian) 
Cavalry and Mi K.A.U. Mt>uuled Infantiy 
Company, the whole uudt^r commaiid of 
Colonel Hreytcnhieh. thrt^o !\ilwe. 

columns, those of Colom'ls On-, I’idgway, an<l 
1 Inytenbach, all moved t(» the Lukulidi \'iilh'^ . 
and crossing the rivtT a. d'dacliment of tin* 
Aloiiiited CohiUiri oceunied Alass.isi on Xo\em- 
ber 10. Thi» luillc <;f i {('rnems ther«‘, 

including l>r. Schn»‘i', had already tUd, hut 
57 German whiti's a.ud M2 askari were talviai 
nrist)iier, adiiN^ a. damage I 1*1 inch l\oMigsl)crg 
gun was discovered. On the sa.uie day t’olonel 
Orr, farther east, occupied \d.mga. mission 
station, a.ftt‘r some op[)osition, captni*ing, t'd 
hairopo-m.s — men lual \v'om(‘n — a.rnl I20askai‘i, 
*nchitling sick. A con[)le of <!a.ys later Oir 
»‘nt<‘rcd Mwita., wliicli li^s soutli of Ohiwata- 
'The junet ion of the Kilwa. and Ij’ndi for<M s 
was effected, .and t fie (‘ordon w as h(‘ing diMwni 
eloso round von 1^(4 low*, w ho had )»y now' 
I.>roiight the wliolo of his command into the 
Chiw*a.ta. area, which* for soiiu". ila.^^s hivd reci‘ivcd 
t no coMst-aut a.tf<aitiori of tlie Hrilish airmen, 
tlie “ Seh\V('in der buft,” as the Gornains 
called them.’** 

Von Ddtow T’eali/ed that li(‘ <*( iiM no Ioulv'i- 
hop(^ to hold a-rvy part of (a‘rman h’asi. Africa. 
Wathd'ahd's fornix lie ha.d lo'<t touch for weeks 

’“When llu'’ nirunn wmii* a linli'-li olVuMn, 

the pri.'^oiK'rs of W'ar walked iiCo I he hn^h. Fi\'t‘ eero- 
planes came together «)no dny — (heir total ** h:ig ” wa-. 
a. rat in an oflieer’-: htnufa. Oi tiai hnwi‘\ <'t , t Iw 

airmen hail lu-t ter lnel<. 
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DISFATGHINC; GEKiMAN WOUNDED TO THE BASE. 


and Tafol must bo left to his fate. For hinisolf 
and his fore.o the ono hope novv was to moves 
j'ajsidly sontJv-i^ast to tlie Rovunia, and get 
away ifito Fortiignesc* territory before the 
British surrounded him. All sick and wounded, 
all the war weary, and tlio prisoners of war 
)nust bo abandoned. Von Leltow translated 
his liopo into action, A .small lighting foreo 
was left at Chiwata wit li orders to put up a 
light, and then “ live for bush,” wliilo he and 
his force retreated. By November 11 Chiwata 
'vas waiting to be taktai. Van Deventer, 
anxious that in>thing shc)uld go amiss, had that 
• lay arrived at Ndandu. On the loth Oeiieriil 
O’Orady’s column met with some re.sistanco 
from fuiomy r(*arguards on the heights f'ast of 
Chiwata ; the next day Colonel Hidgway 
and the Nigerian Brigad** entered th(' place, 
after trifling oj^positiou. Here 121 prisonei\s of 
war werc^ found and released, 7 1 of them being 
F.nropean.s. Niju'ty-eight German whites anil 
425 askari (including sick) surrendered. The 
lu:s[)ital was found to be full of ‘‘ funk holo.^,*' 
were round the operating theatre, in tho 
wards • evea-ywhere. “ ^Vhy arc tlioy here,” 
as.ktcl a British ollicer prisoner, “you would 
not fight so near a ho.spital.” “Well,” replied 
tho German medical ollicer, “if we objected 
Ddtow^ would say, ‘Take down the Red Cross 
flags and hold the hospital.’ ” 

t.iiiwata had been abandoned, but vou 
Lottow was not yet safe. He was imme<liately 
pur-sued, and had eonslantly to light strong 


rearguard aidions to ])rev('ul himself from being 
hemmed in in the lyatshemi valley. His 
route was along tJa? edgt^ of tlu5 Mkoiidi 
Blateau. “ Thc! country was extremely 
broken and dithenlt, and ju'ogress [of tho 
Briti.ih coliimn.s] was ^low. . . . The oxtremo 
thickness of tlie bush made it impossible to 
surround llu*! enemy completely, and during 
tho night of the i7th--18th his main force 
retired south east towards Simba's by an 
unsuspected path.” Vou L(jt tow’ had “sIk^jI” 
la aiiy .a third of hi.s foreo in this ndn^at. At 
Taibshemi canip, occupied by 1 h(^ Nigerians, 
th'iioral Ohirady's and (V)loia‘l Orr's eoliimns 
oi» tlie 18Ui, .some lU.H) (Jtu'nuins ai\d 7U(» askari, 
W'erc captured and 52 Fairopoan oflieta* piisoners 
t»f w^ar released. On the same day (\)loiicl 
BidgwnyV eolnmu captured a ])atrol sent by 
Colonel Tafol to get in toneh with von Let tow. 
Tafel had then arriv^ed west of Hassasi, near 
tlie Bangala river, and von Lettow' w’as also 
making for that rivei-. ITo had at last got tho 
news of Tafol’s whereabtiuts and was t lying 
to join him. The mounted colnnin was 
a<.*eordingly scut towartls tlie eonfliionee^ of tho 
Bangala with tho Kuvuina. Vtai Lettow^ now 
“ by very rapid marching sw’ejit soul ]\ ward 
through Novala to the Rowinin, h'aving 
huiidr€3ds of sick and wounded in his trail; 
keeping along tho north-bank [of tlio Kovimia] 
ho crossed tho Bangala on tlio 24th, going west. 
Atteinpt.s to catcli him witli Orr’s column and 
Breytenbaeh’s mounted troops, first at Nevala, 
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and then on the Ban gala, failed by a few hours 
at both places in spite of hartl marching.” 
(Colonel OiT.) 

While the speed of von Lettow’s movements 
prevented the stern chase of him from succeed- 
ing, th(‘ spetnl of the British movements pre- 
vented the junction of Tafel and von Bet tow, 
though at this tinaj their forces were only a. 
comparatively short distance afiart. Finding 
the pacf‘ too hot for him von Let tow now 
abandoned Ceiinan territory. Ih^ crossed the 
llovuma on Xov^embor 25-2(i at the spot 
where? it is join(‘d from the south by tht) Lujenda 
rivt'r, before Colonel Itidgway’s column and 
the I^igerian Brigade, coming from Massasi 
could rt?ach it. Colonel Hosa, the Bortuguese 
comman<ler, had t)laced a force at Xgomano, 
at the Lujenda confluen(?e, but the attempt of 
the Boltugiavse th(*ro to d<'lay the? crossing was 
not sue(‘cssful. Von Let t.invV force at that 
time numbei'ed about .‘100 Furo]a?ans and 
2,000 to 2,200 black tioops, wdth tlir<‘<> m* four 
times that number of carriers and follow’<‘rs. 
He was v(ay short both of rat ions aial ammuni- 
tion, and was a f(?w' days later follow(‘d across 
th<‘ Hovuma by the 2r)tli Cavalry and the 
Nigerian Brigade. “ lit? (*ould not,” said 
Gent*ral Northey, “ have h(‘ld o\it for mori? 
than two or three? days, but, unfortunately tlu? 
Portuguese at Ngmnano surrendered to him 
[they w>‘re greatly out -numbered], and he was 


thus able to replenish his failing stock of food 
and ammunition.” Moreov’cr, the rainy s(?ason 
setting in early in I)(*eember, furtla'r pursuit, 
by the cavalry and Xigiaians \vas render(?(i 
impossible. Thus favoured, von i^ettow' gt)t 
clt3ar aw’ay up the laijenda valley. 

Colonel d\if<‘I was not- as su(*e('ssful as his 
chief, Lettow moved with such rapi<lity 

that Tafel liad 1 nrned towards Nevala tw’o or 
three days after that station liad becai aban- 
doned by v'on Lt'tiow'. On November 2.’) 
he appeaiMMl on Colonel Orr’s line of com- 
mnnieations, and diseovt?re(l his mistak(\ On 
tlu? 2<)th Taf(‘l had a sharp engagenusit with 
a eav’alry patrol and tlu\ l2tHh Baluchis (about 
L“)0 rilloa strong). Ho forced hack this weak 
detachment and turned south, eiuleav(»uiing 
to g(‘t out. «>f the iu?t into which ho laid run. 
(‘olonel Orr’s colmnn, which had turned 
hack from following v^on Lettow, now' W(?nt in 
ptii*siiit of Tafel, who hail reached tho Bov uma. 
But < 4 ut off fi'om v'o?i bettow', foodless, and in 
an unknow n (?i.amt ry, he decided to snrre?uler‘. 
On Novemlu'r 27 a pa.i ty of 117 (.{ermans, 178 
askari, and about 1,100 follow'crs marched into 
a Briti.sh ])ost and gave? themselves up, ( ‘olonel 
On* was to marcli the ni'xt. day to inter<*e))t 
d'afel’s main eolnmn, but in the ev(?ning a 
message, was ri?c(?ived from (k?lonol Tafel 
stating that; he iniendcul to eiuvst? hostilities. 
” .X meeting was arrangi'd and at n»idday on 
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Novombor 28 [1017] Tafol siurondered uiicoii- 
(liti(nially with 10 olticcrs, 92 other Kiiroj>oans, 
over 1,200 asUari, atul some 2,200 other 
oativ'es.’’ Not a single enemy eombatant 
was l(*ft in the proh^ctorato, aii<l the conquest 
of (Jen nan Rast Africa was compU^to. 

It was a liard-woii e<jnquest, ami nearly two 
yi*ais had passed since the llritish offensive 
opened. During that periocl the Gormans had 
lost in killcMl or captured over nine -tenths of 
t]u‘ir total force ; betw(HMi IVTay and December, 
1017, tluj en(‘my (;asualtit>s w<*ro 1,018 whites 
xnd 5,482 blaeks ; they liacl in tlie same six 
mt)nths lost 14 guns aiul 7.4 machine-guns, 
besides rifles and military storeys. dMie British 
casualties in the six months wtae also high. 
Without reckoning tlie sick roll and deaths 
from disease, thtiy vv(*r(‘ elost? on 0,000 in action 
alone. The large maj^aity were wounded, who 
recov'ered, a.i\d over 1,000 of tlu^ 0,000 casualties 
w^‘re suffered by earricM's aud follow'ta*s. TIu'se 
m(a> oft(ui d(4iv(‘r(Ml ammunition right into the 
tiring lines and attention has already Ixhhi 
draw'll to their devotion and courage. The 
k)sses from disc'ase \v<*re serious, as niay be 
inferred from thc’i figures of tlu5 South African 
contingent for 1010-1917. Of th(‘ir 1,800 dead, 
1,200 succumbed to distuise. The Gormans also 
suffered much from the climate, and in the last 
half of 1917 their me<lical stores w’ere running 
loxv. A remarkahU^ effort was made to re- 
])l(Miish I4iem. It is alh'ged that von heftow' 
“ sent word by w ireless that unless a supply 
of quinine reached him hy a. certain date lie 
would he unal)l(’ to carry on.” Von Dettow 
<ua*tainly Imd tluai no wireless (*apable of com- 
municating direct with Berlin, hut there were 
indirect methods of making kiiow n his nc'ces- 
sitios ; while the. British War Office repoits 
bore testimony to the* largo number of German 
Kick in liosjiital. Aware of \'on T-.ettenv’.'^ 
net'ds, the German Govt'rnmtMit tried to send 
liim supplies by air. 44ie num clu>sen for tlu^ 
task w’as v’oii Biitlar, oiu' of the best of the 
German air pilots, ami he mad(' the attiMopt 
in Zeppelin \j 59. His intention was to fly 
over Kgypt and the Sudan to Rast Africa, and 
the starting point chosen w’as .lamboli, a town 
ill Bulgaria. But there were delays, and when, 
on November 10, von Biitlar start oil, the sands 
were already running out in Gorman Kast 
Africa. Moreover, the “ Balkan Terror,” as 
L 59 was called, had only got as far as Smyrna 
when it w^as so heavily fired upon by its friends, 
w'^bo mistook it for an Allied aii-ship, that it was 


obliged to land. The enterprise was not 
abandoned, and von Butlar started again from 
.lamboli at 5 a.m. on November 21. This time 
it looked as if he might succeed. Flying 
without a hitch Jj 59 crossed the Mediter- 
ranean, the eastern edge ef the Bibyan Desert, 
and very early in the morning of November 23 
was nearing the latitude of Khartum. It 
then, at 2.45 a.m., received a wireless message 
from Xauen saying, “ lieturn ; Rast Africa 
occu[)ied.” Von Butlar, wdio had gone more 
tlian lialf-way to his objective, nccomplislsKl 
his return journey in safety, and landed at 
.lamboli at 10 a.m. on Novembi*i* 25, havuiig 
flown ovi*r 4,500 miles without a stop. J., 59 had 
bc^cn observtxl while passing over the oases in 
the Hibyan Desert, aud fears wore entertained 
nt Gairo that its object iv’o might bo the great 
Assuan Dam. Such moasnros as w'cre pi ssiblo 
were at once taken to meet the danger. 

Von Let tow ’s imxlical stores were low, but 
they were by no means exhausted, and he 
augmenteil his medical staff by <letaining 
H,A.M.(\ doctor prisoners. His ow^n staff 
were able men ; among them w^as Dr. Taute, 
who bad worked with Sir David Bruce on the 
Sleeping Siekne^ss (Vimmission. On the whoh^ 
tho German M.O’s treated the w'oundcxi 
prisoners doeently, but they were mueh ham- 
pere<I hy tlie iustriudiou of \mn l^ettow aud 
Dr. Schnee. Badly wounded men w’'ere carric^l 
on grass ])allets, and im])rovised bark dressings 
w^<a ‘0 used, as well as loeally-made drugs. The 
woundetl men wer(^ repeatedly made to go on 
long safaris, and t in* lot- of tho umvoundod was 
oven worse, so that a v'ory satisfactory fcaturi* 
of van Deventc'r’s adv'tmc't* was tlu^ liberation 
of tho prisoners of war. Inuring October ancl 
Nov'ember over 150 Kiiroj>ean ])risoiua's, 
British, Belgian and Portuguese, wei*e released, 
together w4th a Jargta* number of Indians and 
Africans. Among tho whites were nuMi who 
had been ])osp'.d as missing, for v’on Lettow’ 
did not i-(^port tln^ capture of oflicers or men 
unless they w'erc seen to be taken. Tlio lot of 
the prisoners had bc'en one of umu'cessary 
privations, dangers and shame, if not fjuite as 
bad as that of tho prisonei*s wlio had been 
rescued at Tabora in September. 1910. 

^’horo was jj;enpnilly (wrote a corrpspontloiit) trocul 
faro for thn iiuiii lu hospital, but tb»^ rations of tho 
iiiiwoiindotl prisoners wore totally inadequate. Neither 
meat nor salt was ^iveii to the hlaek prisoners. When 
we [\voundo<l llritish] were at Nangano three other 
l>risoner caimps eaino in. Among tlio men were Nyasa- 
lantl Volunteers and South Africans, Sepoys, Oold Coast 
Regiment N.C.O.’s and Portnguesf* a'^kari. One e.nmf» 
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was known as tho “ old inou*s ** us it consisted of pri- 
Bonors taken in 1914 — t wo won^ survivors of t l»o 
at Tanj^a. Thes<s “ old men ’* had boon constantly 
shifted about, and prc'sontod a stningc^ '^pectiicle. They 
had been given no clothing or utensils by their captors. 
Some were ilressed in biirk clothing and wore lion skin 
Handals. They hail washing basins mended with wax 
and were boiling their rice in small jugs. At Chiwata 
a naval otlieer who was placed in charge of all the pri- 
soners* camps ofteJi appeared dres^eil in a <•om])lete 
Biiit- of bark. Hlaek water fever, dysentery, and other 
diseases carried olt many of the [>nsoners — others went 
iDa<l. One ollieer who had been left for dead at the 
Hufiji estuary, and was at the mercy of the tides for 
<lays, survived, aud was released at (Uiiwata. Here, 
when tliey saw the end coming, the (xermans issued 
decent, rations, and e.t the la^'t the JSepoys uere given 


had got floar away, Airicaii troops wore almost, 
exclusively euipK)yc(l. Tlio Imperial, South 
African and Indiau coinhatant units wtu’c re- 
leased, except the liidiau Mountain Artillery 
and the Engineers (Imperial and South African). 
Ill February, 1018, the Xigerian llrigade was 
sent back to tlu* W est ('oast ; later on the West 
India Keginu‘nt and tlu^ 2nd ( 'apt^ ( 'orps were 
also rcdiMistul, the last -nanu'd being sent to Pales- 
tine to join (dcsieral Alleiiby. The bulk of the 
fighting in 1018 hdl to the King's African ilitles 
an<l t lu' ( lold( 'oast K('gt . (which nnnainiwl in lOast 
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!^ai.lt and rice. (At i<;mgJino tlio^e who had money h.nd 
been able to buy ^nlliciont food through t lie German 
guards.) 

At Ghiwiitii 1 liere were -.one' alle\'iul ion-' in the lot 
of the ollieer ]jrisoners. ^rhere were books to reaul ; 
they hail, it was said, been the collection «»i an elejibant 
hunter; there was a Punch Ahnanac for 191 <> ; an 
ingenious ollieer had made a, ]>aek of cards — it reipii red 
an eltort in honesty not to ri*ad their hacks. Hilig -ong- 
wtu'e given, plaiitalioti .song'' alternating with Moody 
and Said<ey hymns, while we had opnatie selections 
from a gifted performer on a bamboo flute. All .sorts ol 
people were reprcscnitod ait the Tne.s.-, the professional 
sialdier, traividlers, journiiHsts, moii of science amd letter.-. 
Some of the otTiecrs learned German during their cap- 
tivity— —one, a T?c*lgiari, <lt*voted his time to a ot 

Hantu and other Atrican languages. 

For the xjunsuit of von Lettow in Portuguc.so 
Fast Africa, as soon as it was realized that ho 


Africa till Aiign.st, 11118), thoiiglithe Port ugiit^str 
which eoopei:i.tt*d with tln^ Ihiti.sh eon 
taint‘d ai eon.sidenddo pr»)poi'tion of Fiiropeari.s. 

Von Lettow wIkmi he crossed iht^ llovuma 
mareixMl with gn^tit sp(*ed u]) th<‘ valley of tlm 
Luj«‘iida and siipplt‘ni<*nt(‘d the ammunition,, 
rifles tind food he had sei/jMl at Ngoinano by 
furtlier eaptnn^ of i.solattMl |)o.sts. For three 
weeks tin* 25th ('tivalry and the Nigerians gave 
c!has<*, but when on ])ec<‘ntber 10 th<i eav^dry 
patrols remedied Ntingnare?, a post on ihe^ 
Lujenela, some 50 inile^s south of Xge)inano, it was 
only to finel that von Led tow hael tdready' e-4ip- 
tuimel the Portuguciso garrise>n the-re^ am I was 
gone away westwarel. d'he* Lindi teuee? thus. 
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lost loucli with Corinans, and it was olear 
tliat furl her o])erations would constitute an 
caitirc^ly new uiidortakin|?. The prosj>ect was 
iu>t eneourii^>;ing, es})eeially wlien tlie character 
of the eounti’y over which von Lettow and his 
vetf'rans wc‘ro free to roam was conshlered. 

'L’h(> purfidti of I’orluguosrt Kast Africa bounded by 
ihr Kov'uniii aiui Zambi^si rivt'rs, Lakd Nj'a^a, and tlio 
i*-: but little ^mailer than France (wrote* General van 
J)e venter). Much of thi« vast Jirea was a term inanjuiUt 
to hhiropea.ns, atid no accurate maps were available. 
In '-nine parts tlio natives were h* yet uii‘'iibrlued, 
while, in others they were in Tnort! or less open rebellion, 
'riiere were but. few mads, and no railways oxeept 
IlO luib's t>f H ft. ti in. ganjL'e slarlinji from Jaiinbo. on 
tli (3 nuiiiiland west of Mozainbirpio. . . . The central 
districts (which the enemy would imtiually nuiko for) 
were roporlt'd to bo -woll elevated, healthy, and fertile. 
Jn fact, I’ortu^^uese hast Africa aj)i)eare<l an ideal 
tlieatro for 1 h(3 oporatit>u.s <)f a commander of a coiupaet 
and mobile force*, tied to no base, ind(!pendenl, of lines 
of commimirtaticai, and adept in the art of “living on 
t-ho country,’* whos(» aim w'onld probably be to avoid 
^•nconnters with suptnior forces and to remain in being 
as long as possible. 

Ju hirt IU3W pbiii of cainpaigpi Chmoral van 
Deventer (wlio luid bet^n matlo a Jv.l’.M.C. iti 


recognition of his services in the 1917 rani- 
paign) set before himself two objects, ‘‘to 
IJievtnit th(^ onomy returning in any force to 
(ierman Kast Africa and to get to grips with 
him as soon aiirl as often as possible.” CUwn 
the known character of the enemy commander 
and the knf)wn difliculty of forcing docisivo 
action, the campaign liad “ ])erforce to be one 
of virtual extermination.” No time wti-s lost 
in g(3tting to work, and the new campaign was 
initiated while tho 25th Cavalry and the 
Nigerian llrigade wen^ still engaged in their 
fruitless chase. Von bettow had made, as was 
foreseen, for the central region between Jjake 
Nyasa and tho sea. Jleforo Dee(?mber was o\ er 
tlu' (Jernuvn force was spread over an area 
exhuiding 200 miles c^ast. an<l west, from I'liango, 
50 milt‘s east of Nyasa to ^leilo, some 130 mik^s 
w(3st of tlie Indian Oecian at Cort Aim^lia.. They 
were at oiuro attacked from botli sides. General 
Norihoy landed tlio 2nd C/tipo Corps at Mten- 
gula, on the eastern shores of Nyasa, and on 
Docombor 19 it started for Unango, while 
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ColoiK'l Hawthorn, wIk^ had l>oon transforn'd 
by boat to tli<^ south <‘nd of the lake, was 
inarching nortli-cMist tnwards tho hujenda rivta*. 
For the (‘astern opcu’ations the (Jold Coast 
Hegiinent undta* (’olonid ib)s<3 was sr'iit to 
TV)rt Amelia. Hy the end of L)ee<anber it- had 
begun to move towards Medo and was soon 
aftc'rwards j(jined by tli(^ l/4tli K.A.ll.’s and 
a section of tlie 22nd ATountain Ihitti'ry. Thus, 
while' with the aid of I*ortugiu\so troops a 
btarrier was harmed against von T^ettow’s ret urn 
north, the Jhitish force's we’re at tlie' bt'ginning 
of January, 1918. closing on the e'liciny siinul- 
tane’ously fiom e'ast and we'st. Ope'rations 
we're to <H)ntimie3 as fai’ as ])ossib]e; throughout 
tlie rainy season, wliicli had then be'guii. Of 
the 15 ce^mpanies into which vein be*t tow’s fnre‘e» 
Wiis feirnuHl 11 were at t-hat time' be*t.weeii the* 
laijenda and Lake' Nyasa, von Lettow’s lu'ad- 
<|uarters being at ^Itarica. 14b miles e'ast ej 
Mtemgula.. Hed-wt'cn those two I'laces he lia.d 
force's at Alwe'inbo as wedi as I^nango, and 
furthe'i* south at Luainbala, on tho up[)er 
Luje'uda, we'io threo Oe'rman companies. Hespite 
heavy rains the (^ape' Corps — 750 rifles — pushe'd 
on, occu])ie'-d Hnango, and, on January 21, 
entered Mwembe, whence the e’nemyhad fallen 
back e')n Mtai'ica. T^o ^Itariea tho (’ai'cs (^orjis 
pushed on, F(d:»ruary 2, but von Lettow had 
gone, leaving only a small re^arguard, whoso 
opposition was quickly overcome. Mean- 
time Hawthorn (with somo 1,300 rifles) lunl 
occupied Luambala, and by tho middle of 


Fe'bruary (Je*nci*al Xorthey had c<-)in|)lcte‘d the 
clearance' of the? we'st l)ank of the* Luje'uda. 
‘"The e'lie'iny’s opposition Inal be’cn constant, 
but not. se'\'<‘i('.” 

Von Jie'ttow had rctirc'd south-east to the' 
Msalu-Nanungu re'gion, in the* veu’y ce'utre e)f 
the' country, and at, the' gre'ate’st distance'' 
possible' fi’om e‘itlie*i’ Lalce' Nyasa or the* se‘a. 
The' difliciilt ie's of seipply, e'spe'cially fe>r the* 
Xyasalaud force's, were* conse‘([ue*nt ly large'Iy 
inci'e'ase'el. Ihit nej pause* in the* ope*ratie»ns 
occurre'el ; (N>lone'l Koso ])ushe'd ste*aelily west 
from lN>rt Amelia, anel (ie'ia'ral Xe>rthe‘ys 
columns as ste'adily advane'e'd east from the' 
Lujeiida. In addition, a column of 1.50b 
Vortugue'se' tr()e>|)s was ge)t ready te) move frejin 
the' neu th, anel fe)r thr? be*ttcr ce)-e)r<linat ie)n of 
the* move'me'uts e>f the* treieips < Je*ne*ral \’an 
He've'iitcr assume*el ce)mmanei e»f the* Allie’d 
fe)rce*s. Shortly aft e'lw a Is a K.A.K. battalie)n 
was se*nt to Mo/,ambiepie*, w he*nce; it, eie l\'jine*t*d 
te> supi>e)rt the* Leutugue'se* fe)ice' rejund Naiu- 
pula, south of Colone'l He»se'*s ce)lmnn. 

CeJone*! Koso had in damiaiy pusheel his 
aelvane'e'el tre)e)ps tei Karnuue*, 5b mile's se)uth- 
we^st ejf Kort Anu'lia, anel had occupieel Me'za, 
whe'ncc, in Kebruary, the'y ie‘ache*d to within 
3b mile's ej Mcelo. The' Port Ame'lia force was 
now’ st rcngthe*fH*el anel fe.)rme*d inte^ tw’e» e*e)limms 
under Ocne'ial Edwards, with Colonels Hose* 
and CifTarel as eiolumn commandt'is. At Mt'de) 
an i'liemy force of six companie*s he*lel a strong 
pejsition on Chirimba Hill, a rocky ridge* over 
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a Tiiilo long. TFero, on April 12, there was a 
hot ‘ ngagcinont, Iho (haiiians coimtcr-attaek- 
ing (/olonel CJifhircl, who was endeavonring to 
turn t]u‘ir ])osition. Vov four liouT^ the 
fighting was hea\'y an<l eloso, and casual- 
ties were staiuns on })oth sides, but all the 
attacks were repulsed. On the a])proaeh of 
Rose, ulio had taken Medo, the enemy broke 
(»ft the light and succeeded hi g(*tting away. 

( »n Ann! 17 tin* w.i-n fniiml in an <*nt rnrioh#** I 

po-itinn '-•oine IS Jnit'S W'n'st ot ami figlitinii 

<H>ntiniKal all day, Hw onrniy retiring during llic niglil. 
']’h«* oountiy wa-. <lif1icnll, tin* jiiiigt' 

ro Ihirk tlud ukuK iiiero tiinnrl>^ llnongh l>aiij|joi» 

Uiii-kfts and oli-plnnit gr:l-^^-■, \vliiln l<»ng stratflins ot 
irarlv *jpp«‘»n>‘<l innr*‘ snitahli' for hont^ than fnr motor 
t m n-'poi'f . vr positions fl.'ink iig t li< ri»a<l liad 

to Im 5 cinarrd, and £)Ic>l' m -s was . low. 

Roth Ceneral Rdwards and < J<‘iua'al A’oi tlie.y 
wi‘r(‘ now (dosing on Nannngn. IMahuti, south- 
west- of Nannngn, liad hiM'n tailoai ]>y Northi'y’s 
troops on April />. (-)n tlie 11th a detachna^nt 

of the 2nd/lst K.A.R’s, under Oa])tain Oeben- 
hain, accoiiij)ltshed a smart piece of work, 
eompkdcly dispersing an enemy company and 
capt tiring both its machine-guns. 

On May -1 (Jolonnl Rnrton (ilrd/lst K A.K. and Imlf 
2nd/ l>t K.A.K.) onuaged an cinnny coinpauiy abtnit 
liv.- junnv west, of Nanitfigii. Tlio oin iny w< ro di- - 
piTsi’d ainl rnlirt'd n.'isf ward--. Oolonol Ikirton pnrsnnd, 
ainl, on May r» hi" heading ooinpaiiy snrpri^otl and 
mod pliifkily attackod a largo eiuMuy ramp wr.^t of 
Namnimi Tlio t'lioiuy [wlio wero oomman<h<l l»y 
von Ijottow in porsonl imirediat rly conn! cr-att ackiat 
vigoiouslv, with a forco of from four to fiv'o companies. 
Sharp tight iiig at clo.-si* tinarters lasted throiigh<»ul tlio 
whole day, the enemy fiiiall> witlalrawmg imd<T cover 
of night, over :J0 Germans and Itia nskari" luuing keen 
killed ami wounded in this eiigagomonl. Colonel 
liarton was als«) \voiinde(b and Iji(*ntenant fl(»loin I 
GritTitli-. took over e.«immaml <.>1 hi- e('luinii. 

R(^rr('s were sent north to iNlsiihi to ])re\’ent. 
th(‘ (h'rmans lireaking bneU, and their main body 
was forced to Koivwa, 21 miles south wt‘st of 
Na.nimgu, and east- of ^Tahna. on 

May 23, fight ing took place timong rocky 

liills and thick hush. (Niloiads (Jiffard and 
(hitliths attacloMl the enemy, who was roughly 
handled, losing 1 I wiiiti's and 111 askari (killed 
or captured), bi'sidos sevtM*al hundred porters, 
a field and a machine-gun, ston‘s of ammunition 
and tlio complete baggag(' of tour companies. 
A few days later an oni'iny hospital, with 113 
patit'iits (If) of them whites) fell into tlie 
hands of tht‘ Rritish.* Von bettow now made 
Ids way south, and by the last day of ^lay lu^ 
was on till' buries river, neai* Vatiwa. Thence 

♦ When ineunveniently hampered by sick nml wuuiidod 
von Ijettow simply left them behind for tho Britisli fo 
pick lip, “a considerable advantage to tho enemy,** 
said General \ lui Do veil ter. 


tlirough extremely difUoult country, “ where 
nigged lieights rise in almost every direction 
out of a sea of almost impenetrable bush,” he 
continued south through tho Naniule region by 
Maloma to Tlio. He was pursued from tho 
north, a combined Rritish -Portuguese column 
advanced from the Mozambique direction, and 
ot lier dis])ositions wore made to overtake him. 
Tla^y failed, and “ so i‘a])id had been the 
enemy’s moveinenl-s that ho captured valuable* 
store's and supply's [in liis inarch on Hie] which 
the PortugiK^se had not liccn able to remove in 
time.” rjiiring dune (lennral Kdwards moved 
ids base fi-oin Port Amcdia to IMozambique, 
while, towards the end of the month, Gene/ral 
Northey hdt, liaving been a-jipoinl eul (governor 
of lh*itis]i bkist Africa. Colone*! ilawthorn, 
with 11 lo rank of Rr igadit'r-( Jc^neral, took over 
Northoy’s command. 

jMeanwliilo von bed tow had roacheel the 
coastal are^a in the legion of (^iitdimane^, and 
was gaily raiding some of the rie-host prazas 
the IVirtugnesi' ])oss(?ssed in Hast Africa. Tlie 
wh(‘re*al)()uls of his main force was unkiunvn, 
and it was necessary to guard Quolimane itself, 
where 13i*itish and Portugia^se marines \vc‘re 
landed. Por further protection a ndxed l^ritisli 
and Portuguese f(_>Te<s under Major Core^- 
Rrown, was seait to Nhamaeiirra, 25 miles 
north -C'ast of Quelimane, and the terminus of 
a tramway lino running from tho port to- 
wards th<‘ bieiingo idver. It guarded a i-ieh 
sugar factory. 

lieliahle iiifurmnl inn was exiromoly liard to obtain 
a" I he nneniy hail snhorneil iiuiny nf tile iiativi* ehit*f" 
anil hfaflmen b>' lavish )>re"ents of cloth and other good.- 
ea[)tnred by theni belwien Alin JMolociK* and bngnlla. 
"ri'ii" lln! enemy nol only ilenied iiifoi mat inn to ifs, but, 
MU" able to di']H'nd on early and ueeurato ii<‘ws of 
<mr mnvemeiits. 'The .".'na.j ilillieulty w»u' <'X]>erienced by 
n< (luring I he whole liiru* that the enemy was in the 
eoa-.tiil zniit*. Giir enhnnns \v<*re doing everything 
pos-ible to g(‘t to gn])s wit h the enemy but were frequent ly 
leil asl ray b\ false repnrl s, , . . They were occasionally 
eomplet«‘ly out ot toneli with their headquarters, and 
with one nnnth(‘r, as the rapidity of their movements 
iiuuk* it- iinpo.sfvihle for cable parties to ke<‘p up with 
tlu'in and pM»-k wireless lias a very -small and uncertain 
range in tliick l.m."li. I’he dinieultios of concerted action, 
alway.s great in hii".h country, were thus vi'iy gnaitly 
enhanced. 

On the atternnoii of July 1 a "ii Ideii attack w a.-, mmh* 
ou the Westi'rn sector of Xhamaeurnt by three enemy 
(;ompanies. The enemy had uiidoubtt'diy received 
aeeairate inlorma-tion about the position, as the attack 
was pushed straight in belwoim tin Portuguese Western 
Hank and the river. Tho garrison of about GOd native 
troops w.'is ."urpri-ed ; and, though the Purtngne.so 
ollieers ami X.0.().*s fought hrav<‘Iy, the whole of thi.s 
"octor of th(‘ defence, including two cpiiek-firing guns 
(one rendered usoloss), uas in the enemy’s hands within 
a very .short time, '.riio enemy coix-tohdafed his j^osition^ 
and the Portuguese garrison of tho Centro sector retired 
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by order to the British position on tho ea^t, wtiich 
WAS now held by about 300 K. A.K. Tin* <‘neniy attacked 
on July 2 and again on tlie 3rd, but wa-: repnKotl. At 
3 p.ni. on tho 3rd, however, fire w.is opeiiod from one of 
the oaptnrt'd guns, soconde<l by :i large nninber of 
Maxims, under cover of which a dt'terniined as«^aiiU 
was pUMhe<l in, vvliich carried the defences oi? the north- 
east face. The garrison then retired, maintaining good 
order, until thf'y found themselves, peniaMl in an angle 
of the river, when a considerable number wore drowned 
in cro«ssing. (Van Deventer.) 

Von Lottow was n<^t able to tako full aclvan- 


tho Ligonha and IVIcduli rix ors, and was raiding 
in evory diret tion.” Tlio wholo of this tlistrict 
was practk^ally in l‘(•belliun, and in return for 
lavish presents from phmdt'red Portugese 
stores the natives gave the eiu'iny evtM*y help 
in food and guides, while tlu' attraction of loot 
was very strong for tlie ( ha-man askari. How - 
ever, they could not slay long iu theses .sea- 
board areais, for Ihitisb eohuuus w’(*re drawing 
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tage of his siuaress, iu \ itwv of the apf)roiieh of 
sevenvl k>ritish eohuims. An att tempt to. pin 
tho enemy ba'twtH'U Xlmmateurrat amd the s(*a 
faiiled owing to false inforjuait ion given b\ 
iiativ(‘s. The Germans ndired, parallel !»> the 
coast, ei-<»ss<Ml the Melebi river on •July 13 aiiul 
ait tacked aind overf)owei*ed a\ small I Hritisli 
garrison of aiboiit 10(1 men eovia iiig roaid-fiiaking 
parties. I'he gairrison held out for two daiys, 
most of th(^ d(‘fi‘n<lei’s being killed or wounded. 
By the beginning of August von Pettow, going 
towards Mt>zaniibi(|ue, “ haul established himself 
near Chalauat, in llii* rich country lying between 


neair. J'heso eolumns elosc<l in, bnt only to find 
am evaeiuiled «-{nnp. \oii l.«‘1t<>w was th(‘ii 
mairehing wc'st to Ilh*, llionghwilii mamyt-wist- 
ings to evade Iiis pursii'-is. On August 30 liis 
matin body, wliieli haul t nrned noi t h, eiieoiniteraMl 
pau-t of (h-neiMi Ibiwthoiirs fortre ; afta-r 
s<*\'«*re lighting it wais driviMi baiek, aind next 
abiy till* ( lermans were in turn aittaieked at 
Liomai, in the Mademai distriet. 

It wa-, h<)|MMl tbiit lb<* cm-my iiiiulil hnv<i been ff>r- 
nered, but tile riiugcd c'otmtry aind 1bi»k Int'-b nuidc 
np 4 ‘rulion^ very dillicuh. and In- finally biokc aovaiy In 
t hf imrthwaid. In lb*- two day-’ ii}.'hi inc: t be fiiciny lo t 
17 whites killed anti I 1 caoliirctl. win Ic stjvcral inni*- wen- 
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known luiv<* boon woumlod. Kis known loss in oskari 
was nbout 200. Noarly 100,000 rounds of uTumunition, 
much at»d storr-;, and a small iio-<]>itaI foil 

into our lauuU.* 

AtU‘in])ts to lioatl ofT tho enemy were made, 
and on So])t<Mn])or 0 lie was severely mauled, 
while in the Uppm* Lurio valley. Ho was not, 
however, eornered, and for the next two months 
appears to have completely outdistanced his 
pursuers. Covering over 20(1 miles in three 
weeks, at the end of Sc'pt ember he succeeded in 
recrossing the Kovuma to\\ards the Nyasaland 
side. He then made towards Songea, but was 
tui’ned aside by a detachment of Northern 
llhodtisia Police. Von J.iidtow n(‘xt marched 
north parallel to Lalo* Xyit^n. Preparations 
wore made to bar his progress, and lM‘si<l(‘s other 
measures adoptcnl a foic.t' was dispatched from 
Nyasaland. Ihd two stf'amcrs eonvt'ying 
troops to tlu‘ north CMid of l>ak(‘ Nyasa broke 
down, and the force did not arri\e in time to 
interee|)t tlu' enemy. \'on Let tow was ex- 
pected to mak<‘ lo\\ards the 'rabora region, 
where most of his askaii had Ikkmi r(‘cruit(*d. 
Foreseeing t hat in that dir(U‘tion h(‘ would find 
the Hritish in strength \u\ how(‘V(M*, turned 
north-w(‘.st, ent(‘r(‘d Xorthein Rhodesia, and 
on Novt‘mb(*r 2 attacked the garrison of Fife. 
Hepulsed, he now turiK'd fairly west, as if 
making tor th(» ('ape to Cairo railway, in the 
n(Mghl)ourh(.)od of tfv Ihoken Hill mine. Ih‘did 
much damag(' as he went, and on Xovianlna- I L 
the day the* Armistice was signed in Franc(‘, 

♦ 'I’lif kiuiwii (.i.>rmari cMstialiic-’ IIkw eios''<Ml 

the IJovuiiiH. Nmvi'iii lx r 25. 1017, to thi- dalt*. Si*p» 
tmuber 1, lOIS. wyiv 1 lU \vbil«* aii'l 1, lOU a-'kai i. 


was on tlie Charnbozi river (the most distant 
head stream of the Congo), 50 miles within the 
Hritisli border, and near Kasama, one of the 
chief stations in Northern Khodesia. Tliere 
was a good deal of criticism in South Africa that 
it should have been pos.siblo for the enemy not 
only to return to German East Africa but to 
penetrate with such impunity into Rhodesia. 
Nor was thei’e evidence that von Lettow was 
yet at the end of Jiis resources. 

News of the armistice reached the enemy on 
the 12th, and, somewhat to the general surprise, 
von Lettow at once complied with its terms, 
tendering his submission on Nov’tmiVjer 14 to 
Mr. It. i\ (k'oad, the magistrate at Kasama, 
and throwing on him the burden of feeding his 
force. The formal surrender was made to 
(Jeneral Edwards at Abercorn, near the south 
end of Lake Tanganyika, on Novc'iubtu* 25, and 
was a ceremonious affair. His askari having 
been diawn up in a hollow scpiarc, von Lettow, 
after .saluting the British flag, took out a 
pocket-book and read from it in Gerhian his 
formal .statement of surrender. Having re- 
l)eated his statement in English, he called upon, 
his troops to lay down their arms. The force 
surrendering includ(‘d Dr. Schnee and Major 
Kraut. It numbered JIO oflicers, 125 other 
Europeans, Ll()5 askari, 1,51() porters, 482 
Portuguo.se natives, 282 followers, l.H headinen 
and 819 women, with one field gun, 24 Maxims, 
and 14 Li*wis guns. General Edwards formally 
acceptetl the surrender in the name of King 
George. The German flag hatl disap[)eared 
from Africa. 



CHAPTER CCLXXVn. 

SECOND BATTLE OF THE MARNE ; 

JULY, 1918. 

Minou Opekations at end of Junk, 1918— Americans and Australians — Suc(’kss op the 
Tanks — The Strategic Situation - Germans attack East and West op Reims, July 1/5 — 
Complete Failure in East — Germans cross the Marne — End of (Jkrman Advance, July 17 
' — German Comment— July 18: Foch Strikes between Soissons and the Marne Great 
Allied Success- The (iERMAN Retreat Continues - Fightin(} in the Air -Raids into 
Germany Operations on Other Sectors — The Turn op the Tide. 

A fter the events described in Chap- witht)vit preliminary bom))ar(lment. and was 
ttT CCLXXIIT. there was an interval snceessful from ihe first oiisid. The hamlets 

of eoinparative rest on the Western of L’Epinette, Vi'rtt^ Ru(» and La Reeipie wt*re 

front. The German movements ap- taken. J"he (*ni‘my's trenelu‘s w(‘re ekMired 
peared to bo held up for a time and count(*r- without diOieulty by our ti'oops, consisting 

efforts were executed by the Allies against of units fi'om Yorkshire, Lancashire and the 

them on a somewhat larger scale. Northern Counties, witli some southern English 

On June 28 the rah Division under Major- iinit.s eodpeiating. Prisoners were taken to 

General R. H. Stephens and the Jlst Division the numlxM* of 450, including 9 ollicers, also 

commanded by Major-General J. Campbell, 80 machine-guns and two Held guns. The 

which occupied the ground between Vieux prisoiaa’s com))rise(l Saxons from the :{2nd 

Rerqiiiu and Mcrville, with the little stream Division and I’russiaiis from the 44th. It was 

known as the Plate Beecjue about 1,500 yards a suece.ssful action of considerable value, and 

in front of it covering the approacli to tJie a complete surprise tc^ tluMsiemy. 

Nieppe Forest, attacked the Germans along a At the .same time the Australian 1st Division 

line of a little k\ss tlian four miles eastwani captured .some liostik* po.sts wf'.st ot Merris, 

from the Fore.st. The troops attacked were just to the; north ot VicMix nenpiin, taking 43 

commanded by General von fiernhardi aral prisonei-s, 9 machine-guns and 2 tn*nch-mor- 

comprised the XV. CV^rps. They held a line tars. It was a cinious little alfair. A patrol 

west of the Estaires-Cassel Road. J’he object of South Australians in No Man’s Lat\d abr)ut 

of the movement was to push back the Gor- 9 o’clock noticcfl tliat the enemy in tront of 

mans and occupy the line of this stream, them had a ilistirict disinclination to Hght. They 

which gave a better position to the defeiici^s therefore rushed the enemy post and captured 

protecting Hazebrouck in advance of the the whole garrison. Some of the prisoners t hen 

wooded gi’oimd which was coiLstantly being pointed out the position of the next post, where- 

shelled with gas ; Hazebrouck, it will be upon another Australian patrol captured that 

remembered, was only about five miles in also ! The operation was repeated, and thus 

rear of this line. The as.sault was undertaken in this impromptu fasliion four or five othep 
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<‘n<‘iny firsts wcM*t* takrn possession of one tiftor 
tlie otlu r, and position was consolidated 

))y the capture of a stroni^ du^-out p<jsiti<ai a 
little to the south t)f those aln^ady taken. This 
advaneed our liiu' w<'st of .Meri-is for .‘100 yards 
«»r more, on a front t>f half a mih', with hanlly 
any loss to our men. '.riie enemy made im 
attem|)t to rt^captmr* this ground until June. .‘iO, 
and was then rejiulsi'd with loss. 

On Jum^ 29 the l^^ieneli made a surprise 
attack on the (J(M*man ^x^sitions hi*twe»‘ii 
Amhleiiy and the noi t h sidt^ of tlx' f<n<‘st of 
\'iller‘s-( V>tter<‘t , which \s as <*ompIetely su(*cc'sy 
till. 'Jdie a<l\'anet', on a fr(a?t of live mil(*s, was 
he^un witliout any special piM'liininarv horn- 
hardment ; th«‘re was merejy the t>r<!inary 
intt'rchanjie of artillei*y fir<'. It was eo\eied 
hy a stron^j: barrage. Tht' object of the atta<*k 
was to win tlu^ ea.st(*in si<l(‘ of the ia\ iiu* 
tlirou^h which a small stream runs past 
La\<‘rsine and Ambli'aiy to th(‘ Aisne. 'I’his 
ravine liad stt‘e|) banks, flu* eastern of whi<‘h 
ov(‘rlook(‘d to s^.ime ext(‘iit th<* t^rt'iich fiositions 
back to Moi't efont aiia‘, ('specially fr(»m th(‘ 
hi|^h plati'au neai’ J)ommi(*rs. Moimmin I'r, I Ik* 
(puvri i('s on tin* sick s of th<' ravine* afforded good 
slu'Itei- f<.)r ( {(*.rman t roo]‘s e!os<‘ up to t la* Ki t'iicli 
lira's in ]»ositions w hi<’h it was in'.p< »ssibl<' to 
11 ‘ach by ni tillery fire. At Jia\'(‘rsine IIk*. ( k'l - 
mans la'ld a post on the* wc'sfern sick' whieJi was 
a got)d centre for obserxation and for patrols. 
'I’la^ attack was direetc'd up th<' gully bc'tw'C't'ii 
l>av('rsiiM- and tkitrv’^ and also against. th«^ liigh 
ground bet W(*en ( kit i v and Dommiers, t ht^ troops 
b<*ing direett'd round the flanks. It was gi*<'at!y 
aided b\' tlu* action of t Ik' new ligtit Fri'iieh 
tanks and was xa ry successful, the (k'rmaii 
lira's being pt'ra'f r’ated to a <k*|)l h <rf ox'er* a rruk*. 
Finally tla* Fr<'ra*h established t ln'inst'l vi's 

along fla* groural which ran from Fosse-en- 
Haut . a mile t(» tla* nort h of La\ ci siia* by (kit ry. 
Hill n)2 and back by St. Ik('rr(*-.\igk* fo Moiit- 
gobi'i't, thus t ransfoiining the re-eirtrant form 
of tlu* trt'uehes to a blunt sahk'iit penetrating 
the (Jerinan liiu's. ()\(*r l,‘>t)f) prisoia*rs wert* 
takt'ii, of w hom 2<> w offieers. Tlu* result 
was a grt'at impro\u*na'nt of the l"k*(‘neh posi- 
tion, as it gave* them a strong situation in the* 

( ierman liia's, outflanking any attack to the 
lauth of it and als(» against, tlu* ea-=t(*rri side of 
the ff>rest. 

The same date maiked an adxanee by the 
FreiU'h on the south of tlu* ()ur*eq b<'tw(*(*n 
ba Ferte-Milon and Passy-(*n-^kdois ; tbi'V 
gained grt^und to the extent of half a mile on a 


front of ratlier ov('r a. mile and oaptunul 27o 
prisoners. 

On July I tlu* .‘Ird Ibrgnk* (_>f the 2nd 
.Xnu'riean Dixision seiy,»*d the xkllage (.)f Vkinx, 
support'd hy tlu* Ph H’i.L’adt', just, west of 
( 'hat t'au-k’hit'i-ry tai lire road to Ikiris. On 
the other sick* of thij iccad the\' took La Rcu'he 
WockI, close to the xillage. On this occasion 
t k ri'TU'h aet.e 1 on the I'ight of t Ik^ Amci*icans. 
IJie action was t horonghlx" sueei'-csful, tlu* w'hok* 
of tlu' points desirc'd lu'ing taki'ii. 

On .luly 9, as tlu* rc'sult ot small local opera.- 
fioris ru'ar Ant l•(‘(•hes and Moulin sons-'roux'C'nt , 



OLIO-OUT IN A OUARRY ON 1 HE 
MARNE. 

t he Ffi'iicli consi( k'l a hly intprox (*d I lu'ir* posit ion, 
hiting into tlu* ( ler rnan lira's for about, half 
a mik* on a front (»f nearly t xvo inik'S, tidving 
JoT pi'i>Noneis aial JO machine-gun-^. 'Tla* 
cncn,yk-> works hen; had hc'cn uialei* (he usual 
aitillerx' tii(‘ the thrcM* prex icais days, hut tla* 
intensixe arlilk-ix fire was only' lu'gun at 
7.20 a. no aflc*!’ the fjiins had lu'i'u sil(*nt. for* 
an hour to lull the (-nemy. It la-ted for t xvo 
mimile.*^ and then tin* Fr(*r»e}r infantry xvon« 
foixxar-d eoxcic-d hy a harragr''. In 10 minutr's 
t he fii'st line of ( k*i*man t i f-nelu's, sonu* 500 yards 
away, xxas i-eached, and an (*ngi!a*(*r* ccanpany 
x\ hich had aeeompani('d tlu* attacking troops, 
xxh<» xvrrr* mostly Hrelons, Ix'gan to joirr up 
the (”)ld with t lu’) lU'xv position hy a. ('onununi- 
eatioii tit'ueh. Hy half -past eight the kk*ene,h 
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wcrt* t liDron^hly (^stiiblishcd, uiul thro(‘- 

qiiaitors ni an hour later, tlie licainans made a 
crounlt'r al la(‘k, it was eom|)[et(‘ly defeat lul 
b(‘f()rc' it could Uf) to (li<^ ranv lifi<‘. Fn o?i(» 
<]ii^-oiit llu^ I<'‘ie»U'h ea|)ture<l tlie whole' Staff 
of a (Jennau battalion, to;^eth(*i- with the 
1 ('h'^raph, teh*phone and air.btdaiu'e* sections. 

ddu' Americans maiked I nd('pefuiem*e Day 
(July 4) by ai<lin^ the* Aiist raliai^s in a con- 
sidt'i-abhi su<*cess on I lu' south side* of I iu‘ 
vSonmK’. American <'o?it in^^e'iit consisted 

of four compani 's from their *h‘h’(l Dixision. 
"The t‘om]>in»'d forces (*a|)tur<'d ^loimd a inilt^ 
an<l a half dee^p, including the villaj^e of 
Hamel and \heiic Wood, and took over l,r>(K) 
prisonei’s, more than 1<)(> machine-^uiis, some 
20 Irc'nch mortars and an anti-(ard< fie hl-^nn. 
4die (h'rmans also lost lieavily in killed and 
x\oimd(Ml, whiles tlie total casualties on our side 
\N e*r(' uralcr 500. ddie attack commenced 
sh.irlly after a.m. unde r fa^'ourab:e atmos- 
pheric. conditions. ddu' Australians, as w*^ 
know, had been gradually prot^reissinj; forwarel 
north e»f th(» Soinmo towards !M<'rlaneourt anel 
had alre*ady recapturenl gre^und to the extent 
of about ll miles in front of the? pe^itit te> which 
\se hael fallen back at the end eif March. On 
the' semth side of the river also consideral>le 
prekgresH hael L'Oen maele beye)nei Vaire, anel the; 
e)bjecb of the operation now beiiig described 
.was to siraighte?!! out the lino on the north 


(i*>t HI h of/ 1 ial photopjaph. 

TRAFFIC ON ONE OF THE BR1D(;ES. 

iuiel se)uth siele's of the? river. Hefeire the; attae k 
e*.f)inmenceel the German hn(;s were; suVjjc'cte'el 
te) iiite'usive* fir<‘ e)V(‘r a mue*h wieler fre)nt. than 
that whiedi was actually assa-ultf'il })y the 
inhmtry, iuid tli<; (h'rmans appe'ai’ te» have 
be'e'ii ceanpU'tely surprise;el by the* me)\'em<;nt. 
Sixty tanks acceanpiUiicd the; advane'ing in- 
fantry, whie-h was alse> eu^veaeel by a 
smoke; seae'cn anel the usual bai'rage*, while? 
in the; air pilots Ue*w e>ve‘r the ground te» be; 
attae'ke'd and elre)ppe‘d bombs on many im- 
poitant pe)i»)ls. One' thing whie-h eidek'd te) tiu; 
sui[)!ise‘ e)f the* move'me'ut was that the; (h'rmaii 
ti‘e'nche;s in this ]>art e)f the; tie'lel hael beeai 
re'c/i;ntly tre'ated to a eonside*ra-ble bomba rehneaet 
of gas she'lls, anel as this was continueel elui’ieig 
the artill(*ry pre-parat ion, tlie; (JerFuans appe;ar 
to have thought t hat nothing me)ro was int cnd(;el 
At any rate*. \vdie*n our nitai re_'-)e'‘hevl t he; c'nemy’s 
line's, they fe)unel the* (h'rmans we'aring thenr 
gas masks anel not expecting an infantry 
attaek. Our guns practically helel the emerniy 
batterie's, anel conseepiently our me*n suffeanel 
but little fre)m them. 

The enicae;y of enir artille'ry fire may be 
juelged from the fae't that, when the (iermans 
ee>inme;fu^.ed to put ele>x\n their ba^'ra-ge-, it fe;ll 
on our first line; treneht;s, which we're the^n 
fjraetically e^mpty. our nu*n having bv th it time 
reached those of the e^nenny ; th-"' \ v 1 be*<;n so 
eloininateel by our firo as not to have; noticed 
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our infantry advance. Tlie main attack 
was fotji miles lon^, ami on the north and south 
of it small raidiFig operations \v(»re also carrit'd 
out ; thus on the \"^ill(‘rs-Hrtdonii(Mix roa<1 
a successful raid took tiO orisot ors and killed 
many (Scj’inans. Other similar expeditions at 
Vilk^-sur-Ancre and another ladow’ Morlaia’ourt 
were also suect'ssful ; t h“ former !u\d a special 
object, viz., the capture of a point whicdi ma<le 
a material impro\’(*ment in our line. 'This \^as 
successfully taken aiul h(dd. 

The American troops that took part in this 
action were new to the work, hnt- all lielurKcil 
with grt'at ^rallaiitry. They appear to ha\-e been 
en^a^t'd mor*e espi*eially round Hamel and 
Vaire. There is m.» douht> that tlu‘ su<*ci‘ss i>f 
the o}^<'ration was veiy ]ar^(‘ly dne to tlu' able 
and eftieient manner in which the tanks wei‘e 
handled. All siieet'eded in j^oin^ over tlu‘ 
(h'l’Mum lines exc*epl fiv^e, and of tliose only one 
wu'^ suflieienlly injured to lu* put out of action, 
beiii^ struck })y a sh< II. AV’hen the tiirhting 
'/.as over, they wt*rt' of gr(*at utility in 
hrintriiig back tlu* woun<.led. As usual the 
front lim^ of the (k'rmans consist (‘d pra<*tieally 
of maehine-guii nests only, aiul it \\ as against 
these defences that the tanks were so us<*ful. 
]Mo\’ing u]) and down bcdiind our barragt* 


they shot tlown the garrisons or crushed thcMii 
and their weapons into the t'arth. Somt* fe>v 
of tht' (Jermaii guniu‘rs took lefuge in tlu'ir 
dug-outs, where t h(*y \\(‘re trapped and chiiu- 
pellcMl to gi\<‘ themsel\'c\s up to our infantry 
In om‘ east' a tank which was 2tM> yards in 
advance of the infantry ilisposed (»f a nest of six 
maehin(‘-g\ms which rc'fused to surriaidcM*. 'Phe 
ta^^ w«‘nt «>ver t luan like a roller, crushing all 
the guns and most of tin* crews, and shooting 
di>wii others who tried t(^ escapt*. Another iu*st. 
of four was similarly disposed of, thr«*e ht'ing 
snuffcMl out in tlie first attack; lh(‘ri turning 
round on the. foiii’th, which still k<‘pt in 
action, the tank passi*d over gun and 
erew' alike. Many mori' instanei's might be 
given of this use of tlit' weapon. On on(» 
oeeasiou a tank di\stroy<‘<l a post of ti\'e 
ma<*hine-guns : the crews tluai wtait. out, 
took t h(‘ w tNipons into the tank and brought 
then^ bac k. 

Against a pca'nt whence a good d(“il of fir * 
had heeii c'oming a tank went forwiird to locate* 
the* c'xaet position. It was an ii'regular Imin- 
mo<*i\. on t h(‘ t«)p of a low l isc* ground, and 
round this the* tank went. It had no sooiKa* 
got bc*hind it than some 40 ( ha inans spi'ang up 
w it h t hc'ir* hands in t lie* air an< I i‘an ha <4; as hard 
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tln',y coiiUI away from tlio tank to surrender 
to the infantry ]>eliinc|. 

There wta-e one or two points wh(*ro tanks 
could not he ijsed, and hero tl)e attack was 
carric'd out hy infantry fire and bombing 



[/I usiralian official photcgraph 

AUSTRALIAN INFANTRYMAN WITH 
FIELD KIT. 


^V]len tho position liad been eaptunul, thc^ 
tanks patrolk'd tho front, keeping down . tho 
(Jerman machine-gun tire. From a cornfield 
a con'^itleraVjle amount- of sniping took ])laeo 
from men whi>se position could not be exactly 
located, and against them a tank went forward ; 
as soon as it got near, (Uainaii infantry were 
s('«ai bobbing up in all directions, bolting back ; 
many of them were shot down as they went- 
One of these little incidents was extremely 


typical of CJerinan ways. An ofiicer, after 
having surrendere<l, shot an Ana'rican st*i*geant 
in cold blood with his pistol ; neither this 
olliccr nor other (lerrnaits who came acaoss 
th<‘ Aimu’icans in this pa it of the field failed to 
siifha* for this dastardly conduct. 

'riiere wen* small counter-attacks, but no 
s<a*io\is <Tfort to regain the position the Allies 
had ca)dun'd, and on .Inly (i the Australians 
advanced once mon> and ])ushed tluar line 
another 400 yards forward to the south of 
Hamel and east of Vaire W^ood ov(‘r a front of a 
mile, 'the hold captui-e of tliis wood an<l the 
grouial heyond it was a gri'at advantage, as it 
commanded tlu* groumi whi(*h sloped down 
thence towards VVarfnsei', On th(* edge of the 
east(‘rn slo])e there was another wood, ahout 
2r)0 yards w id(* from east to wi'st and some 
I, .‘100 yards long from noi t li to south. Tn this 
th('re: was a (Jeiiuan maehin(*-gun ])ost which 
gaAa^ som<^ trouhle to our men after they had 
cajitured \'aire Wood. It was disposed of 
in a wry gallant mamu'r. One man crept 
<*autiously forward, and so imposeil upon the 
garrison with his rifle and bombs that 12 
piivates and oia* olt:(*(*r surri'ndered to him 
ami were broviglit back to our front line. in 
Hamel itself there were sevc'ral dug-r>uts, and 
these were dealt with one after the. otlaa* until 
all surrendereil. Finally, under some con- 
siderable machine-gun fire an Australian onic(‘r 
climbed to th(^ top of the most. ])rominent 
ruin in the villagi* and plantc'd there the French 
tricolour. 

In all lln'se operations tlu^ Hritish and 
French aviators played a prmninent })-\.rt ; 
besides doing their ordinary work of obs<*rvation 
and distaiit bombing, they accompanied tlu* 
troops in tiu*ir advaiivee, droppetl many tons of 
bombs on the enemy, c^xplodi'd his ammunition 
dumps, and constantly brought machiiu'-gun 
fire to bear or his troops. Our superiority 
was shown hy tho fact that we accounted for 
21 German ari'ophines and one observation 
balloon against only four of our own machines 
missing. 'This intimate co-relation hetw’eeii 
tho air and tho land services had now* become 
a matter of routim*. 

During tlic* month of Juno we had put out 
of action l,2.‘>r) of the enemy’s aeroj)lanes. 

On tho night of July 7 S the Australians 
again advanced th(*jr line slightly, capturing 
sovend pris<aiers. Farther north our troops 
also raided the German linos south of the La 
HassiV Canal ami also east of iTa/.ebrouck. Tho 
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result of the Australian advance was to eaust^ 
great artillery activity on the part of the 
Germans, but their efforts were limited to 
gun-fire. 

The French south of the Aisne and east of 
Villers-Cotterets attacked on a front of two 
miles and took some 370 prisoners. During 
tlie day tlie French also atta(*Ued tlie enemy’s 
positions south of tla^ Aisne in front of the 
Hetz Forest, nortlewest of J,ongpr)nt, on a front 
of two miles. Tixey made good for about 
tliree-quarters of a mile, and captured Chavigm- 
and the ground north and south of that pt)int, 
taking 3i0 prisoners. 

Oil the next day the French made a further 
advance between Montdidier end tlio Oise. 
The attack was begun at 3.30 a.m. on a front 
of two and a half miles to the west of Antheud. 
Taidis supported llie infaniry attack, ‘which 
carried the line lorward a little ov'er a mile, 
capturing the Poite Fernu^ and the Ferine des 
Leges- -tlu^ (krinans tluMiisc.*! V(*s admit this 
siK.'ci'ss— with 7)30 prisouia's a;id 30 nuiehiiu*- 
guiis. The position was h(‘ld in spite of counter- 
efforts by the enemy. 'Pile (Jermans also 
attaekial in the region of (diavim'V Kariii, but. 
were driven off. There st'enis to have been 
on this day mor^ or less activity along th«* 
w’hok‘ line of the \Ves(<‘rn Fro?)!, Init Tiotliing 


of any moment exct'pf what has just Iv'en 
noted. 

On July tJ till’! Gerinan artillery tire in the 
iieighhoiirhood of N’illeis - Hndonnei X Wii^ 
more intimso than usual, and it was followed 
by some loeal ivti.ieks, hii< all of t li«‘se wen* 
driven off. \\^' also ha* I a sueeessful littli‘ raid 
in tho neighoourhood of Merris in the northern 
sfttion, where, in addition to some prisoners, 
we captured nine maeliine-guns and tw'o 
trench mortars 

The small attiieks hy whieh tlie Aili<*s 
consistently and eon^taiitly gained ground 
continuetl. On July 10 the Kreneli eji.pl ured 
tlu‘ vilhige of (\_)rey north of the Oureq and 
took 50 jirisoners. The next day, one.e more ne»ir 
Meriis, the 1st Aust lalian Division gjiined a eon. 
siderable ndvamtage. It wjis of a very interesting 
clia-raeter, extended over a front of mure t him 
2,000 yiird.'-’, aiid sueee('<li*d in ejirrying our line 
to wathin 500 yards of ^leiris. At. first, only 
one siijidl pat rol of oins Wiis eoneerned, hut it 
sneee(‘ded in rounding np hetween 30 iind 10 
prisoners. 33ie eni‘i)iy's line, whieh our men 
attaeked, foimed iui iuvkwiird ssilient proji'cting 
into onr lines, tJiid eonsisted of, n eluiiti of 
foititied posts, hut. with no <*onneeted regiiliir 
line imiu'‘< liat ely behind tlu'in. 'These seem to 
ha\e heiM) dejilt witli in detiiil, jj few heing 
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<*a|3turo(l, wliic*h inv'olveci tho loss of othors, 
and so tile siiecess(‘S spread along the; line, tjur 
original foret^ htang joined by other ]iatrols 
from the 1st Australian an<l also the British 
:i:h-d Div ision. The process was continued the 
next day. '^Fhe net result of th(\s<r small 
operations, which were c'ondiicted in broa<l 
daylight, without any sp(H*ial artillery assist- 
ance, rt‘sult.ed in the capture of 22*5 p!*ison^rs 
and in machine-guns and gav(^ us a ne*w line 
of posts \v(‘ll in advaiuM' of our former line. 


considerably st rengtheiietl their position against 
a further ('erman advance against Amiens. 
On duly 11 the British lino in the north w'as 
advanced east of Dickebusch I.iako over a front 
of 2,000 yards near Kidge Wood, and 300 
pi*isoners w*(‘re captured. 

On the night of »l uly 17/18, Australuin 
troop.s made a successful aflvance in the 
iicMghbourhood of V"ill(a*s- Brcdoiiiuaix, tw^o mik^s 
south of the Somme. They made good on 
a liistance of somc^ 000 yards on a front of over 



bOADINO 

Fi-eradi pn'ssui’e aga.inst t he ( ka’inan 
lint‘s in front/ of the Korc*st of VilU'rs-Cotterc'ts 
was also contiuiu'd. On July 12 the v'illago 
of bongpj)nt, sout.h-w’f‘st of Soissons, and 
,laA'iig<‘ Kami, north-east of Kavi-rolU's, were 
takiMi. In th(‘ ev^ening the French madi^ a 
stilt iimre important- ga.in south-east- of Amiens 
aial immediately w<‘sl. of the Avro, The front 
of attack measured thrc'c milt>s btd.wetui C-astel 
and north of Mailly Kaha^val. The village of 
(%\st.el was capturiHl, also Anchin Farm, ami 
stw'eral sf rcmgly organized posts were captured. 

A considtirable irruption into the emany's lines 
was eompk'tiHi au<l in sonu^ points a clept-h of 
ovf»r 2,000 yards reached, in arhlition to which 
500 '^'soners w't^ro taken. Tin's was an im- 
portant r(‘ctification of the x\llied lino wdiich 
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a. mile, capt uring one oflicer, tliirty-t hr(‘t* men, 
some machin(‘-guns, an<l two field guns. 

d'o th(* south-west of Arras, iit Hebuterne, we 
also made a succ(‘ssful laid to th(‘ south of the 
village an<1 drov<‘ off a hostile' raiding party 
south of Buecpioy. During duly IS Yorkshire 
troops made a sueec'ssful raid in the aftt'rnoon 
south-east, of Bobee<.j|, Tht' (operation was 
earl-ied on witli vta-y little resistance from the 
cmeiny. On fht' same date the (Germans 
shelled the neighbourhood of Ypres and the 
hills tow'ards Kemmel with considerable v igour. 
Prisoners taken from tlio enemy at this time 
showed great interest in the fighting on the 
Marne, and stated that tlie battle w^as meant 
to end the war. On the next night- the Oermans 
attempted to raid in the Villers-Bretonneux 
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and ^roilancoiirt but in *‘ 4 U*]j cnst^ tliey 

were dri\’eii uff. On tlie oth<‘r h^ind, uur ti'tiops 
made suecessfiil attacks in tht- nei^Iiboiirlioud 
of rjuequoy, \\ iller’val and L()(*|•t^ and raptured 
some' prisoners. 

.Inly saw a sneeessrnl < jpiMid ion <*arrie<l 
<)nt- by Ibe IM h Oix ision nndc'r Majoi*-( Jeneral 
M. II, Tudor m^ai’ l^ailkail. It was dirt^etetl 
ii^ainst Mc*t(‘rc‘n ^\')n^•h stood on liij’h ^roural 
<*Iose to the Hritish lin(‘, tuid it was thertdort* 
<lt‘sii*id)l(* to depii\c the (leinauis of it. This 


post'd of Seottisli t roops, with wlioni wert* 
South Atr'ieans, th<* Aust rtdituis idst> ad\'anetMi 
4Uid (‘xtiMidt'd t Ih^ su(*(M‘ss to a front of jibout 
4,000 yards, inehulin^ a. ^roup of buildin|j^s 
to the south wt'st of Metertai. lOxet'pt on 
the lt‘tt t)f t lit' attark the i‘iu*iny offered 
but little |■(.'sistanee, aia! oiu' obj»‘(‘t i\'«‘s 
\M*re cpiiekl\' enined an<l oxta- .‘{."iO prisont^rs 
taken, with HI trench inoiiars 4iud .”>0 inaehint^- 
jiuns. .\umerous jai»b x\ei(' also undt'itaken 
x\ hieh ptitUMl us slight atlxuntaj^es, and wt^ 



\'illa^t‘ had, indeed, setai a ^ood deal of fi^htinp: ; 
both sidt^s striving to capture tind ht»ld it. 
'Tht' (h'rrnans paint'd a footing; tht*-e on th«‘ 
jutu'iiing of .Inly Ki, but in the ex'eniti^ wt‘ 
eountt'r-at t aeked and tlro\c back tin* enemy ; 
liowt'vt*!*, it: woidtl stMMii that our line was still 
k(q)t to th(> wt'st of this ]joint, Jind it wtis not 
until the o])Oration about to be dest-rilnMl wiis 
suee(‘ssful tluit tlie x ilki^i* xxtis t^ikeii and 1 k*M. 
Ft stiai^btenc'd out our lint' and dimiiuslif'd the. 
shart)ness of th<* stilient alxait Hailleul. Tlie 
<*.ombat was shart^ but decisive, and our troops 
carried the line ftaxvai-d to an c'xtreine di*pth 
of 1,300 yards on a front of about two miles. 
Tlu^y captured the village' of Meteren, taking 
over 300 prisoners, with a number of machine- 
guns. On the right of the 0th Division, com- 


eompk'ted a busy \\ee|< by a rai<l upon t h«* 
eiH'inx ’s p<isiti<*ns in .\\eluy W ood on -luly 2(1, 
in the course of w liich t hi*y destF‘o\ t‘<l sex eral 
ilug-outs and strong tioints. 

'Tht* op<‘rations in the .Ah'teren region were 
<*oinpleted l)y the ca|>ttire of Meiri^. on th»* 

night of July ‘JS/20 by the 1st Austiidiau 
|)i\isif>n, which grcjitly inifiroxcd and strength- 
<*ia'd oui- line. 

haiglish troops pushed foi'ward on a front of 
about 41 mile, south of I Iebut<*i*ne, on the lOth, 
4iiid the operation was (‘ontinued the' next day 
(.luly 20). JJh* <*n(*my w'lis 4dso (*omp<4l(‘d to 
watlalriiw from tlu' Hossignol ^\^^od b<*twe<*ti 
Ifebutia-m* juid Buctpioy. JJiis adv'4mc(‘ <*on- 
sideriilJy imjirovt'd our position. JJiert' was 
again a litt le figliting during the night of .1 uly 20 
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so\itli-wost of La Lassee and in the Merville 
and J )i(‘kebnsr:h segments. 

The aggregate result of all these small 
affairs was to improve oiir front consider- 
ahly. J iicidentally they showed thatoiir troops 
\ven5 superior to the Gcinnans in liand-to-hand 
figliting. 

With t he exception of these minor operations, 
the front had binai without German enterprise 
for nearly a month, and what enragy was dis- 
played was entirely on the side of the Allies, 
l)ut it was known tliat concentrations wer<* 
taking place which pointed to a fiirtlua' effort 
as soon as c,iremnstan(*<‘s were favourable to the 
caicany. The \v<‘ath<*r at this tin\<‘ was bad, 
an<l 1 1 ia.t possibly postpom d his atta<*k. Tt is 
said also tJiaf- the i4ivag<*s of inHiier)za had 
something to do with tii(‘ <lelay. It was ascer- 
tained at t h(' bi'ginning of ,1 uly that t la* group of 
r(is<*r\’(* <li\isions about l)ouai and \"al<‘n- 
eit'nm^s was still intacl, but their u t‘re also 
indications whicdiled the French ( h iicial J b'ad- 
(piarters to ln‘li(‘V(‘ that a furtluM* attack would 
be made in str<*ngth cast an<l west of Keinis, 
and )niglit men In* continiK'd still farther t(» 
the east, lliiis invc)l\ing a wi<le h'ligth of the 
French ]>ositions. d’he object (»f an advance in 


this direction was plainly to intercept tho 
main line of communieations between Nancy 
and Laris by Vitry. Were it successful, it 
would much facilitate the advance by Chateau- 
Thierry on Laris, and would cut the eastern 
French forces, from Vordim to Nancy anti 
downwards, from those which were facing 
directly north. 

Moreover, if the attack were extended to the 
Argonne, ns at one time seemed probable, and if 
it wore ])ossiblt3 to push down to Vitry-h*- 
Franyois, Lorraine would have boon eut ofl‘ ; 
while if the attack could hav(^ boon pushed <low/i 
east^of the Argonne to thii salient of St, Mihiel, 
Verdun wf)nl<l have been isolated. Tt is evi- 
dent, therefoi(s that sneli an at tack offered great 
]M)ssibilit i(\s. 

It was really a revt'rsion to the' sana^ strate- 
gical ]>lau that had (li(*tated tho double attempt 
to turn th<^ Allit'd flanks in 1914, both on tlu^ 
left an<l on the rigid. The latter has ])ccu 
allnd»*d tt) rect'iitly in ( ’hapt(*r ( TTd \\ p|). 2d7-8. 
'The attacks on X'erdun wci'i* all math* in ])U!'- 
suaiict* t)f this i(h‘a, and just as tin* fai* wider 
effort of the early part of (he wai* had la*cn 
narj-owed down to an attack on Vt'rd im, now 
this was still more to be shoiti'iied by the 
attempt t o advance from lv(‘ims Hugcasvvcic 
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REINI'OHCEMENTS ARRIVING BETWEEN liORMANS AND REIMS, HEADED BY 

PIPERS. 


till* (JcMiinui <Mnploy<‘<l in the* wair, tlu'ir 

piain of <*in iipaiif^ii liaol alwiiys in 

of thoir aivnilnbJo st li, ami they liiid 

tH)ino ilowri to luuoh nioro oonct'iit nitod and 
loss iunbitiniis of'forts t lum Hiost* \\ hioli had 
foiinod (lio ^(*nortd of tlu* liMI ofTonsivi'. 

In no om‘ of 1 h(‘ four adtaioks >vhioh ho laid 
iindtM’tidcon Imd laultMidorff h(‘on !‘Oi\lly snoc i'ss- 
fnl. TJio iidxtTneo on Amit'iis had fn'oii hold np. 
Ho liad iniinaf»<‘d to \\ idon tin* wivIlto h<* laid 
t hon nunlo to tlio south of tla^ Oiso, and lio haul 
iuklod on to tliis by tho of’f(‘nsiv(‘ on tln' wosbn n 
'-ido of Itidins to Soissons, bnt tlio mIkiIo of this 
iid\ illicit was indotorniiniif o, ami, adt hon^h 
ofToi’in^ possibilit ii*s, Jai<! nothing dooisivc* ailiont 
it. in tlm noi’th, too, tlu‘ rk-fimin iid\«inoo had 
boon dofhiitidy h(*ld, and an advam‘(» in this 
direction offered bnt little ]>ros])(vt of aiiy 
-striking sneee\ss. It wais naitural. tla*rofoi«‘, 
that any flirt lu a* attoin]it should be made inon*. 
in connexion with the. biggi'i* irruption in tho 
neighbourhood of Ainions, an (»xt<nisi<iTi of wliioh 
offered greater possibilit i(‘s of a striking result. 

^larshal Kooh tlioi’onghly umk'rstood this, 
and his view was confhinod by the kno^^ lodge 
that tho ( Jorinans wci t* <'oneont rating in gr‘oat 
.>^trength lonnd Heims. At tho beginninyr of 
July, to meet tho coming attack, ho t ransfc‘rr<*d 
the whole of the I’reiurh fori'os, amounting to 
oight divisions, from fdtandeis to the south, 
to tho threatenofl French front . IFo also a;-kod 
Sii* Douglas Haig for four Thitish <h\isions, two 


to ho pla<M‘d in ai‘i‘as south of tho Somme and 
two in position astride that- ri\’or, to ensure' tho 
oormr'xion hotwt'r'n tlio Kiomd) arrd Ihitish 
Armies idront Amii'ns, and to enable him to 
remove four mori^ f'reneir divisions from t Iris 
portion of th(^ theat.ri* of wai' to a more eastward 
position to strengthen thi- f'reneh right (lank. 
Sir* Douglas Haig agreed to tliis ))roposrd. 
d'lms, in addition to the troops hi* hail already 
in r*eser*vf\ f'oeli had now' available 12 further 
divisions to meet. Iht^ eotning attack. 

On July 11, he t 4«, j(u.sl e I that the four* 
British divisiiais might be placed uni*eserved I y 
at his disposition, n.n<I that loin* otlu'fs miglit 
lie dotaili'd to lalvo thi-ir place. 'This rotjiiest. 
was also agreed to, and Ih** X ,\. I f. ( ^ aps, nndei* 
I .ieiit .-neneral Sir A. ( Jodle\g eoi..si.'-t iiig ot t he 
lath, adh, al.-!t and (i2ml ihitish Divisions, 
wa.-i .ie<*ordi agl si nt down to ihi^ Ki*eiieh front, 
ddie Allies weio th<-n pripared to rin*.'( tin* 
( h'r ina.n o!Yensiv(^ in I In* maghhourhooil of 
Heims. 

thi July 7 , (k*nei*.il (hairaml, whose ti*on])s 
were stationi'd on tiie < a<tern side of thi' town, 
is<ue<l the following i»rder : - 

“’To the Ki*eneh -md .\meriean ^oldiei*s of 
the Fourth Ai tny. Wr may be attaek(‘d at any 
moment, V<iu must all te(.*l 1 htit never w'hs a 
di'toii'-'i v’^e tint tie entered on under’ mor*e 
favomable conlitiorrs. Wi* a.r*e warm'd and 
\ve a.re ready. \\e have been powerfully reiii- 
foreo.l iu infantry and artillery. 
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“ You will fight on ground which your leaders 
have made into a rerloubtablo fortress, which 
will be unconquerable if the approaches are 
well held. The enemy’s bombardment will bo 
terrilfio, but yon will sustain it ^vithout yielding, 
'rhe attack will bo vigorous, through a cloud of 
smoke, dust and gas, but your position and your 
arms are formidable. 

“ In y<iiir breasts l>eat tho strong ai;d brave 
h<*arts of free me n. There must bo no tVtonght 
of recoiling. You must be animated but by 
one thought -kill as many of thorn as you can 
until they have had enough of it. lA'oling you 
will do so, your (donoral t(‘Us you that you will 
crush the assavilt and that it will he a groat 
day when you ilo it.” 

It was a pro])hotic nttorance, and it is a 
prov>f tliat, from th(i Commandor-in-Chiof 
downwards, tlie^ wlioh^ Army felt tho confidences 
duo to adoquato proparations to moot the 
situation. 

On July 15, the expected attack was begun 



GENERAL VON MUDRA. 
Commanded a German Army operating east of 
Reims. 


both on the oast and west of Heims, d’he 
attack was made on a front of .50 mil(\s, and was 
divideil into two parts by the tfjwn of Reims 
which th'- assault of Juno 18 liatl failed to 
takiv 

Soiitl'i anti ('ast of Heims was the forest- 
covered height known a^s tlio Montagno do 
Rftiins, ilifiieult <o take, but south of it the 
country down towards the cam}^ of Clmlons was 
for tho most part flat, end tho Suippe and tho 
Veslo were the only natural defonecs north of 
the Marne. Tho defects of the ground had 


boon made good by elaborate defensive prepara- 
tions aiul it liail been turned into a veritable 
fortress with lines of great depth so that to 
break through them all would have been a 
costly undertaking and one which w’ould have 
roquircil groat timo. Morcovor, it must bo 



GENERAL VON EINEM. 

Commanded the German Third Army. 

rianeinbf^red that so long as tlw^ Moutn.gno do 
Reims was unenptured it lormed a dangerous 
position on the Hank of any Gorman irruption 
on one or other sid(^ of ilio town. 

Tho First G(a*ma-n Army under General von 
Ihiohn operated on tho west <»f Heims, while 
on t!i(‘ ('ast, tlio Gt'rman Third Army, iind<*r 
(Jeneral von Rineju, formerly Prussian Minister 
of War, >vas strengtliened by a new army 
iiiKlor General voii INludra, consisting of troops 
brought up from I-orraine, and tho whole force 
was nominally (thougli of course not really) 
under the command of the Gennan Crown 
Prince. 

I'lie Allied troops opposctl to these forces 
w<?re the Fourth Army oast of Reims, tindi^r 
Genera! Gouraud, immediately south and 
south-west of tho town to the Marne, tho Fifth 
Army under General Berthelot, and tho 
Seventh Army, eoinmanded by General do 
Mitry, which extended the line from Venteuil 
to Fossoy. With this force was the 3rd 
American Division between Fossoy and 
Chateau -Thierr^^ while English and Italian 
troops were near the An Ire river. North of 
the American troops about Chateau-Thierry 
was Degoiitte’s army up to the Oureq, and north 
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of ifc in front of the Retz Forest was .Mangin 
with the Tenth Army. CJonoral Petain was in 
general eommancl of (lie wliolo front. 

Mangin, wlio appeared for thi: second time 
in this part of the country, had Ix'en criticized 
for liis eoiKluct in the April oif»-n.‘^iv<i f>f 1017, 



GENERAL DEGOU Tl E. 

(]!onimanded the E'rench Army between Marne 
and Ourcq, 

hut th(^ result of the enquiry i*xonernle<l him, 
and (general Foeh appointed liim to the eoni- 
niand of the army he now lield. Ivike General 
tlouraiid, ho had had eoiisi lc*rable exp^rienei^ 
in Colonial w’arfare ; lie nppfiiided to (he, 

eoimnand of a brigade in 10 Id a.!i{l at t!ie <hi( - 
lireak of war he was at the hea«i of the, Sth 
llrigado in the region of Dinant. During the 
^ first battle of tlu? ^Nlanii* he eoinmanded a 
division arvl gri'atly coat rihnted hy li's |H*rsonaI 
idhirts to the sueeess of the tight ing. At the 
end of March, 1010, he was at Verdun, and 
recaptured Douanmoiit and aiha'wards Vanx. 

The Allied plan of defent'c was to hold their 
defence line, in accordance wdth their latest- 
practice, by a series of smtill infant r\^ groups 
armed with machine-guns, and it was t‘xpected 
that these should give notice to the <l(*f<*nces 
farther back the moment the real infantry 
attack of tho Gormans commenced. Thc.se 
posts formetl iiulcetl a sc^ries: of forlorn hopes, 
and the men who occupied them knew it. Rut 


at no point along the wliole line did they fail 
in their despi'rati^ task. Rehind these posts, 
aii<l separated frt>iii them hy a. cK'ared spa(^i‘, 
t heri- wt'rt' a luimher ot strong points pow'cr- 
fully armed and protected by strong 'ones of 
barht-d W'^ire. Tt- was (hi^ tliity <if thes<‘ <lcf(Mu*t>s 
to liohl and lireak up tin* assaulting wav<\s of 
the iMiemy. Throughout the ]>eriod of waiting 
constant little pinpricks of raids liad been 
carrii'd on against the (h'rman lines to pivw'ent 
them localizing the defensi\'<‘ d st l ihut ions, 
wliile at t h(' same, tiim.' <‘.\'ery necessary sti'phad 
been tak<‘n to strengthen (lie position. Kanges 
had been measured with 1 he gre,it.‘s< e;u*e and 
with a miui!iium expemliturn of sl^ell |ir(‘ s») as 
not to attract attention. 

( J<‘rman troops liad lieen brouglit- up in huge 
nnmbers and on duly 1*1 lh(‘re was a largi' in- 



GENERAL MANfRN. 

Commanded the Tenth French Army. 

ei’ease of tialUc on the narrow ways from tlu^ 
Siiippf' towards Hpoyc*. d'la^ roads to t lu^ noi'1 h 
from t hc^ Suippe wc*re also full of wagons march- 
ing from t lie nort h towards t he* soiit h, and on the 
moriiiiig of duly It these wn^re sei'ri rtdnrning, 
wdiie.li showed that t lu' prtwdous night there 
had been a largr* provision of ammunition 
taken up. ddic aviators had const uitly hn night 
in licw's of the German emieent ration. The 
rtumcrous little raids had taught th<^ s(»ldiers 
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thni Hiis was orourriiijj;. As oarly as 'July r> 
it l)Oi*a.uio plaiu that Iho attack was. aboiit 1o 
conuuriicc. On July 10 it was known that it 
w»>ul.'! take place on Juh'’ 1 i or 15, and that tlio 
trout- \v'onl(l affV‘Ct the Fourth Anny from 



\ French offu ml photograph. 

FHOTOGRAPHTNC; THE ENHMY^S POSI- 
TIONS FROM A TRENCH. 


^lout 'Teton .to tlu‘ cast, 'riiu evidence went 
on a-ccnmnlatiniL!: during July Tl, 12 and 15. 
On .Inly 1 1 a raid, ’suc.cc'syfully carried out, 
showed tha-t it wms r»n\v" a rpiestioii of lioiirs, 
and it wa^ known tliat the artiherN’ pi\*para.*^ion 
would coinnienc*e at- 1 2- 10 a.m., juid ai 4.15 a.ni. 
tlje infruitrN' \V(»iild luoee to the a^sa.nk, co\'eJ(Ml 
])\ a inev'ing l>arraiie. 

'The trojil I'lu^ ot tli(‘ Oennan att»U‘k coii- 
of -’oiia' 15 divisions with 10 ot tiers 
in support. 'Thesi', it is t ru(‘, ovei’-ran the 
adxarux'd <l(4’one(\s, hut made ve?*y little 
further prom\‘ss and iic'ver readied th»‘ Fr- iich 
main line, whidi ran from I’runay in front of 
T*rosnes-Souain-Pert h('s and Massijjtvs, vvh»‘re it 
joined the Frencli line as it \va.s hefort^ the 
attack of ,) uru* 0. 

So ct'rtaiii was (Jeia‘ral Couraud of the iin- 
piaulitig attack that at 11 p.m. on July 11 he 
ordcp-d the comnaaicement- of the counitn*- 
bat-tery fire — i.i 70 minuti»s bc^fop' tiie Ot rman 
artillery })r<'[)arat ion comment t‘tl. Kxcc[)t for 
ll>e artillery# the Frtaicli troo]).'*. .'^at riuiet in 
th<*ir positions of rt*adiii('ss. As soon as the 
til's! lines of (Jerman infantry were tt> be 


coming on rockets were sent up from the French 
advanced posts notifying that the attack had 
commcaici'd, and tlie artillery barrage was at 
oiK'e put dow'u against the attack. All went 
like chickwork. Th<^ resistance put up by the 
Fnaich 4Mlvv\Tice<l posts was fMi extremely 
ti'naciuns one. As happens on all such 
oci'csious, posts were surrounded h( and there, 
bsit st ill went on figliting. 'J’his front line h(4d 
up tlie (ka'Mians for ;i,t least thn^e hours, and 
e\'en then, w lu n partievs <)f (hem tried to slip 
through tlie iiitervtils, many still hold on, 
fighting despiTately. Orw instartco ma\" lie 
i jiiotrd as showing an iuteresl ing (U*\'elo|)mt n( . 
A ])ost kept uj) its resistanct* till six in th(^ 
evtMiing. w hen it appears to hav(* been r(‘lic‘ved, 
aiKl it was able all tlu^ time to send bade 
information by means of wirt^k'ss (t'lepliony, 
giving most im])ortant info?*mat ion as to 
tbe ))rogri\ss of tlu» battli'. Fvraitually, wht'n 
their amimmit ion w’as <*.vhatistcd, (h(‘ m ‘ii wt're 
leliexed and mad(‘ tlu‘ir way back thrtjiigh 
to tlu' Frcaich liiu^ hdn’nd. ihit although 
the (‘iiemy had these few' sneei'sses, on the 
whole they made no great ])i-ogress. Tt is 
curious to not(* that, in accordanc{‘ with tho 
usual f>ractici' t>r a. di>4inct 1im<'-tabl(' laying 
ilowti i‘\a<*1ly what the artillery was to do, 
the (.k‘rmau gun tire was dir<“cted tota.Ily 
without iega»’d to the progp'ss made by tbe 
inbmtry; t lius, tlu^ second line of infantry 
came on tbougb th(* hrs^ lia.d not done its task, 
and iH'bind them ad\an<M'd aitillery batteries 
and ammunition columifs. These w'('rf' all seen 
by the Fp-ndi art ilk a",, for the day w'us fine, 
and th(‘\ suffered teTri])ly. 'Tire lu'catombs of 
slain, tho rnoujids of ilismouritt'd gims and 
<lestroyed vragons, bor\» teriible testimony to 
the tire of tlu^ ki-endi an ilk*ryiiieii. Then' 
is little doubt that the ])j-ogrt‘ss the ( k*rman 
fpiiit liiK' mad(' ovia- tlie Friaidi advanced 
posts d('eei\’iM| tJicm as to the amount 
of ri'sista-hct' th«*y wi're likt'K'^ to mtM*.t with, 
but they received a. rude awakening wdicii tlicy 
eanii'! across th(^ line of worlvs which formed 
the real main line ol works ot the P’rench 
position. 

An amusing slory is^' told with regard to this. 
An otHcer comuitinding five (ka-ma-n ta-riks 
w as writing a report at 5 a an., which ran as 
follows ; “ 'rir' five tanks ha^'e all crossed the 

first line of the taieiny and are continuing to 
advance towards t]it> Ward berg, where tho 
enemy lias a number machiuo-gun nests I 
am giaiig to Somme-Siiippo to continue tho 
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AN ISOLATHU IKKNCH MACHINH-GUN I'OS 1. 

up sin enemv attack. 


pursuit ot' <‘U(*iny uiul I sluill rdurn im 

Unt’ortuiiatcl %% just n.s 1 m* (iuislM*<l 
lliis clispalc'h, which 1 m* Wiis ^^^itiu^ t»u tiM* hill 
of '^J^ihurc, he \v»i.s ciiptur(‘(h and cnndutdi'd 
ha<‘k tf> the point M'hich he hsi*! <leterinirM*d on 
as liis iimni'diiiti* of) ject w here Im* wa- pn* 

sented to tlu* (JeiH*r4d Headc piiuters. 

At 7 o’cltx'k, tlu* ])ot^itioii was as tollows : '^The 
Fr<*nc}i still h(‘ld thc‘ir lint* of sti'on^ posts. Tn 
the centre the eiu*in>y' had progressed somewhat 
beyond it. On the left th(* pressun^ was sevi-re 
)><*tw’oen the ^hirquises Kami and the IVlaisiui 
du (Jjirde. To the southeast of T’runay the 


< Jermans had iiaiia'il tla* lioman road wliieh 
runs fr«an Iteims t«> tho At'«jonFM-, and 1 Im* 
Wood; hul h_\' noon the altjiek w ».* <l\ine 
<lo\\.n. At Tro'^nos and at I *ert hes les- 11 n r l us 
tlM*y jzaiiMMl a nn»nienlar\' looting, hut were 
at ( aH*<‘ t uriu *d on t . 

'I’he re.-nit of the ilav s fieliiin^ ua-. I hat on 
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front of about seven miles. The (ilornmiis 
male many desperate fftorts to oross the 
Afai'iie betwe'-ii these points, es[)ecially diret*tii»g 
attacks towards Condcj-en - IWe. vStrcMiuons 
elforts were also made at Cliateau-'rhierry, 
\\ herc^ tlw» Amca'ieans li»dd ground. At 

h a. in. a vigorous atteiiipt v'iis made on Vaux, 
>>nt it was quickly rcq^elled by tlie .Vmeriea-ns, 
v' ho eapturt <l the tu^rniaii ollieer in charge of 
1 he- op(‘ration.j. On the c'astern i<le of Chat-eau- 
'rhi(‘rry, eoverc'd by sinoki* clouds, the Germans 
c'ross<iil the Marru* by nic‘;»ns of ])ontoon brjdg<‘s 
at I ]ioinls under thc^ etjvca* <»f .sex'crc* ati.iller\' 
tire. Tlie hrst troops i-rosscd in canvas' boats, 
c‘aeh of whit^h lud<l about .*>(* men, aiul wluai a 
f 'oting had bec*n established <ai thc5 southern 
bank they proei'edt'd tf» lay down ]>o>itoon 
briilgt's. Ai first the Ana ricaiis fell back aial 
pcaired a hail c.if shell and jiiac‘hirie-gi !t' fire, undew 
the cuTect of \\ hieh bridg<'S wcm‘c‘ swept away 
and l.»oats sunk. d’ho right bank of the rivea* 
was somewhat hierher than the loft, and thus 
the Allic‘(t troo])s had little* covc*r from th<* 
"jrround, an<l it was found ditlicult to bring up 
ic*s«'i'\’c‘ ammunition, of w'hic‘h a goovd deal was 
neees.'ury owing to tht' (‘nonno\is oxpenditun* 
of shells in wit hstaiuling thci attack. Tlie 
numbc'r of ]»ri«lges tlirow n by thc^ oneiny w as 


six in all. T\vo of th<3so w^ere destroyed by 
the French bombing squadrons. T-ow clouds 
soiiiewhot interfered wdth tlieir work, but, 
wdion they could not sec the river itself, they 
bombed the masses of infantry concentrated 
ill the woods north of Dormans and Fossoy 
and inflicted heavy casualties. So heavy 
w'c*ic‘ the losses that a message taken from 
one* of the enemy’s carrier pigeons whicli 
fell into our hands described the passage 
of (he river as “ worse than lioll.” Ifowevor, 
t lu*y did succoi-d in crossing and drove oar 
ad\'a need posts a little bac?k, but later in the 
day a c;oiintc*i*-a1 tack of the Americans drove 
them in turn on to thes river bank and in many 
plac*e'? bai.t: over it. 

To til* .<onth of Dormans the flgliting was 
partieulariy severe round the villa.^e^i of 
llenilly, Gourthic‘/y, and Vassy, aiul also north 
of the* ri\er from (diatillon-snr- Marne ta 
Itonilly. Meio weri? stationc^tl .some* of tlui 
ftaliari*^ fighting with lli(* Allies, and these*, with 
the bVeiieh immediately on tljeir riglit on the 
w'c'stc rn slope.s of tlw^ Mont agno-cle-Keims, on 
a front ri inning from Bouilly to IMarfaux and 
then west to tUirhi‘r\\ to wiiiidi they liad with- 
drawn from the front liui* of posts, lii*!d firmly 
to this linc^. 
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Tho extk'emn points roaeluvl soutti of tho 
river were St. Aguau mid C'hapeUe ->roii- 
thodori ort the road whieh runs on t«> Coiide, 
but no further progrr'ss was made h(5yond these 
points. More to ttie east, on ♦^he nortli sifle of 
the Marne near Chalillon, t tie (‘nemy got no 
farther than the forest of Rodcanat. 

It will thus >)e seen that west of Reims tlu^ 
advanee had prottueed no great rt'sults aial 
was indeed limited t«» a. point in the <lir<‘etion 
of Conde, and tlie hridgedi(»:v^l (the ri\er hero 
was about 8t) yards hr(»ad) thus gaiiunl was not 
extended enough to eover any large uiimher 
of troops, nor to allow IIkmu to (tephty trom 
it to captuie more ground tJii the left bank 
of the ri\er. On the east the suee< ss was 
even smalh'r, for, with th<‘ except itui (>f the 
capture of tlie lieightN round Morou\illit‘rs, 
that old point of (contest, the (ileiiuans had 
gained nothing of mom(*nt. 

Kourtc'cai ^M‘rmau di\'i‘<ions a])p(‘ar to lave 
b(!en engaged on t lit* w est sidt‘ tif Ih iins and 
about t he same number in r<“sc‘rv\*. Docaiii.eiits 
eapturc'd sljow that the eiuMtiy had jneaiit to 
r<*aeh thi* lie*' J^pei nay -Alout mirail ou tin* 
lirst d.iy, and ou the s(M*ond de.y CMialons. 

'riu^ airnuMi ]ihiy(‘d a eonsid(‘riil>le part in 
this battle. 'rh»‘V kejit up a- eonstaiit supply 
of information as to the points at whieh tlu‘ 
enemy were trying to cross tli<‘ Maria', in s|)il(N 
of the (‘louds of smoke with v liicdi the (ka-mans 
t riiMl t-o eoru'eal tlieir movenaaits, and t he\' 
helped great ly 1)^^ homhing collections <if troops 
and spraying theifi with ?naehiia*-gim lire. 

The (kainan report of the fighting does not 
tlif‘f(»r much from that given hy our own side. 
Th(\y claim to have takcai l‘l,<MK) ]aisofa‘rs, hut 
that was a gross exaggei at ion. \at orally 
where' tlu‘y oviaran the ailvanecd ina('hira''giin 
posts they eaptui*e«l soiin*, Init nothing like* the* 
iiuniher tlie'V (*laim ; lair elid the‘y take many 
weapoiLs ; e'ast of Reims, (kaieral (ioeiraears 
men diel not lose* a single* gun., .During the* 
night i\\v fighting wa*- int <‘rmil tt*nf , nnei in 
senne })lae(*s of ext i-aordi nary viole'iiee*, t he* e*ne*iny 
attempting tea ])ush on seiuth of I)e>rmans, hut 
they only succeeded in ie*aehing the* soul he*rn 
edge e^f the fejrcst at Bouquigny, anel the* Kri*neh 
maintained tlieir hold on Mart'uil ekii the high 
ground behind it. 

On the second elay of- the* battle (k*ii<*ral 
Oouraufl issued the folle.kwing Orel<*r te) his 
Army t — 

“ During tho 15th you have broken t he <*fforts 
of 16 German divisions, supported by 10 othc*i*s. 


Aeeoreliug tei theii* orelers they should have 
reached the Marne* hy the* (*vt*ning, but ye^u 
stoppe*tl the*m ele'ael in tlie* peisitie^ii from which 
w<* hatl tU'te'rmiucel to give* battle*, and \\v have 
gained it. Vein have* the* I'ight to ho proud, 
infantry anel ma(*hine*-guune‘rs eif the* aelvanced 
posts, anel you aviators, whei fle'W'^ over the 



ON line CHKMIN DKS DAMHS: A 
FKKNCH IHLLlMRiNK S I A TION. 

e*ne*in\', battalions anel hat1e*rie*s whie-h have* 
eTuslu'd llifiii, anel the* slalf which pre‘paie*(| 
with such eait* the* lie*Iel of battle*. It is a hard 
hle>w fe»r the* e*ne‘my and a gie‘at e(ay for l^'i'ane*e*. 
I knenv _\eni will alwa^V's dei the* same*, e*\'<‘rv tiiiiei 
that the* e*Me*iNy elare*s te> aflae*k yeai. As a- 
seilelie*!* I thank ye)ii frean ni\ heart. 

On .Inly 1 <» tlie* fighting was un<*\e*nt ful. 'I'he^ 
(J<*i*mans inaele* se‘ve*ral atte'inpts hut made* 
sc*are*e*ly emy gain. On the* e*ast(‘rn siefe* of 
Re*ims, fi\e* se'])arate* attae*ks we*re! made* on 
(Jeairauel's army. Be‘twe*e*n the^ Vk‘s]e* ane! the^ 
Suippe*, the first assault was e le*live*ie*e I at Hf a.m. 
anel a .st*e*e)nd at 1.15 p.ni. ; both weae* r(*pul.sf*fl 
with loss. Te) tlu^ east anel the^ se)uth the*y 
attae*k(*el thre*c time*s, and ou each e)ce*asiem 
we*re*. re*pulst*el in disorde*r. During the^ morn- 
ing, afte*r an inte*nsive artilk'iy pre paration, an 
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important attack was made to the south of 
Maisons-de-Cliampagne, but only succeeded in 
getting through the outpost position at a few 
points. West of Reims the French regained 
ground in the hills south of Dormans. 

The Germans, however, managed to push 
forward a little farther in the direction of 
l^2yjernay, reaching the villages of Montvoisin 
and Ch^noda-Reine, but were driven out by 
eountor-attaoks. Later in the day they came 



FRENCH AND ITALIAN GUARDS ON 
A MARNE BRIDGE. 

on again and took the first-named point. They 
also made strenuous efforts to drive back the 
French from the crest of the hills north of St. 
Agnail and la ('^hapollo Monthoilon, but made 
but little iirogress, the Allied main line being 
firmly hold. 

During the night of July 10-17 a German 
attack towards Boa union t-sur-Vesle, south of 
Prunay, was beaten back. 

On July 17, on a six-milo front towards the 
Tlontagno de Reims in the wooded country 
between Reims and the IVIarno, the (Germans 
once more attacked, and, after severe fighting, 
forced their way forward as far as the villagiis 
of Nan to and Pourcy, but from the latter point 
they wer€5 driven back into the Ardre valley by 
the Italians stationed at tliis part of the line. 

On the whole the day was favourable to the 
Allies. The Gorman attacks were no longer 
made in force, and consisted of half-hearted local 


attempts. An important point was that they 
had been unable to bring up their artillery 
across the river in any strength to aid a further 
advance, and the guns wore still firing from 
the positions they had hold before the attack 
commenced. It was evident that the offensive 
spirit of the Germans was dying out. The 
flood of the German irruption tide had been 
reached. 

The fact that over 50 German divisions 
should have been used with the usual vigour, 
not to soy recklessness, should have been 
brought up and their progress stopped in 48 
houi*s, demands sorno consideration. How was 
it that on this occasion not even the initial 
success which had been obtained in Marcli, 
April, May and June was in any way equalled ? 
The trooyis were as good ; they consisted very 
largely of tlie sy>ocial “ storm ** orgaiiizatious, 
carefully trained and wrought up to a high 
pitch of enthusiasm ; they liad been infornuMl 
that it was the “ Peace ” assault {Friedenssturfu ). 
Ijven the German papers looked on the coming 
battle as the beginning of the end, if not the 
end itself. Thus the Frankfurler ZeAtung of 
July 14, remarking on the coming battle, said 
“ the only doubt on the subject is whether the 
necessary strategical preparations have been 
brought to such a point that t he next attack 
will be the main blow or whether further pre- 
paratory battles are necessary for tlie final 
success of the campaign.” The Kaisc^r himself 
had come up to witness the victory (as indeed 
he had on many previous occasions). Writing 
from tho battlerield north -e^st of Reims on 
July 17, the well-known correspondent Karl 
Rosnor reported ; 

Tho Kiiisor, who dosirod to participate in the biitUo 
from it*^ very bogiiiiiin^, in the midst of his tight iii;^ 
I mops, wont on the night of July 14 to the region of 
thf^ impending fighting and spent the night in an advanced 
ob.s<*rvation post. There ho listened to tho tcjrriJde music 
of our surprise tiro attack and watched tho unpamllcletl 
picture of projectiles raging over tho enemy positions . 
A few ininutos after our bombardment, which burst 
forth at 4.50 a.m., he had in hi?' hands tho first reports 
of the good progress ivade. From then on till nightfall, 
denying himself even a iiioineiit’s rest, he remained 
with his troops, and ugain all day to-day he sioppotl on 
tlie buttleficld, facing tho contested ground, and received 
the news of the fresh and fine successes on the Marne 
i\ml to the south-west of liciius. 

Let US look at tho troops opposed to General 
Gouraud from Pruuay to Massigos. There 
were the 16th Bav^arians, the 3rd Guards, tHo 
26th Division, the Ersatz Division of the Guard, 
the 199th Division, the 239th Division, the 
1st Division, the Dismounted Guard" Cavalry 
Division, the 2ad Bavarian, the 88th, the 7th 
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He is in the act of instructing Hindenburg and Ludendurff where they should attack. 
From a painting by Felix Schwormstadt, Cierman official artist. 


Division and the 33rd Reserve Division, witii 
others in reserve, amounting to 25 in all. They 
fiad not against them in the front lino much 
inoro than half those numbers, and it was the 
first lino troops only of tho French that were 
engagod. Reserve corps which were ready if 
neod('d wore not employed, and yet tho German 
troops wore so cut up that they wertj perfectly 
incapable of going on beyond the lino they 
occupied at the end of the first 24 hours, '^Fhe 
French, on tho other hand, suffered but little. 
A number of their advanced posts were overrun. 
A certain number of men were tak(*n prisoners 
and a certain number of machine-guns captured, 
but there was little else to show for tho enormous 
losses tho Gormans had sustained, and not one 
single gun was captured, showing that they 
never penetrated any depth into tlio French 
position. Tho real reasons for tlie failure were 
that the French j^ositions were scientifically 
defended, and their troops bettor handled and 
more enthusiastic. 

Numerous stories are told of the enormous 
losses sustained — up to 60 per cent, of many of 
the luiits. It was not overcrowding which 
produced these losses, for the front of at tack of 
each division appears to have been from a mile 
and a half to two miles. Nor were dense 
formations used, for the units w'ere arranged 


in lino after line in il(^[)th, and all those 
who led tho attack had only b<H*n broiiglit 
on to tho front either the niglit just before 
tho attack or at tln> most 2-1 hours earlii-r. 
It is quite true tJiat the Fren(4i fought 
splendidly, and so ihd the Americans who 
were associated with them towards flie 
left flank of Gouraiid’s army. Tho ])lan 
of attack of the Germans was most carefully 
thought out. The right flank iif the cneiny 
consisted of two gronj:)s un(h‘r !<<indr*quist and 
Goiitard, each having throe spc*cinlly trained 
divisions in the front lino inti'iidiMl ti) push 
forward obliqutdy to the soiifli-west across tln^ 
Veslc, roacli the Marne and env'cOoj) Fpernay. 
In conjunction with the Gia*mans opi‘rating 
west of Reims, it wouI<l cut off from Dormans 
tho Mont agne-de- Heims. fn the centrl^ llsii’s 
group, consisting of th(^ Xli. Corps and tho 
I. Rav'^arian Corps, ])ushed straiglit <lf)wn on 
Chalons, while on the' left, the 88th an<l 7th 
Divisions with the; 3Urd Reser \'0 Division W'«*re 
to move obliquely down on St. Menehould aiiel 
cut the raihvny line. Judging from various 
Orelers whicli wejn? ea}^turt‘d, the ohje'et of th<^ 
first day was to roach the south of N'ei/.y, 
Villers Marmcry-Livry-sur-Vcsle, Rouy, \'as|« - 
nay, Cupcrly, la Cheppe, Bussy-lO'Chatoau-La 
Croix-en -Champagne, Somme, Rionne, Hans, 
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Oominartin. The second day Reims, E]3emay, 
( Chalons \v<*rc? to be capturo<L It is plaiut that 
the idea was to intercept the remaining straight 
line of railway to Lorraine and to advance the 
German line until it straightened out flue cast 
from Chateau ‘Thierry to Chalons — /.e., to 
eaptiire the whole* of the ]\rarne rivt‘r lino. 

The most ineticuhnis arrangements had been 
made for carrying out the advuFiee. Tims, 
wlien vai'ious localities were captured, the 
troops were not to occupy them, but to Y>roceed 
forward, only guarding the issues, and adminis- 
trativ<.* <inic«*rs were then to arrange for 
ctari ying off the }K>oty captured. No individual 
]>illagt^ was to be permitted. Hie supply of 
magazines which was know’ii to exist at Chalons 
was to b(^ taken o\ er as quickly as possible. 

Unfortunately this scheme, carefully organized 
as it was, failed in the most important point. 
It- ditl not obtain evf'U tlii^ smallest success 
In face of the splendid French resistance it 
failed, and it was the bravery and r(*.solution 
of our Ally whic*h brought it to nought. 

The situation, then, on the evening of July 17 
was tlmt on the east of Rtums Couraud had 
beaten of! tlic- army of von Finem and was 
holding n liia* roughly that of tlu; Rfanaii roa<l. 


To the west of Reims, General Berthelot, with 
whom were some Italian troops, had stopped 
the advance of Miulra (who about this time 
seems to have replaced von B>low) and 
held a line from Pourcy through the Rois tie 
Courton and the Rois du Hoi back to the Marne 
at Reiiil. On his loft, on the south side of the 
Marne, General do Mitry, with his newly formed 
army, carried on tlio line to the American 
troops round Chateau -'^rhierry. It will be 
remembered that in front of the forest of Retz. 
the French held a line from the Aisno in front 
of Villers-f^otterets (Retz Forest) down to the 
Marne. From the Aisne to the Ourcep was 
^langin’s army, while. Degoutte’s army held 
t he line from the Onreq down to Clignon, whore 
lie joined on to the Americans, wlio continued 
it to Chatoaii-Thiorry. Tims there was a re- 
entrant line formed by Gouraud, Rerthelot 
and do ^litry on the south side of the angle,. 
Degoutto and Mangiii on the side 'which ran 
fr<.>m it Unvarfls the north. Iiitt) tlieso piiiccis 
the^lcrinan Gcnt'ral Staff had pushed its forces, 
and they were now^ a)>out to rca]> t he 'Coiis(‘- 
(piences. No such favourable o])portunity had 
occurred to the French sinite September, 1914, 
when Mauuouiy, on the flank of K hick's ai’my. 
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GENHRAi. <;ourai;d. 

Commanded the French Fourth Army, to winch Americans were attached. 


combined with tlio frontal attark on tho ]Slarno, 
<lrove baok tho (Honnans to tht^ Aisno. I'ln* 
second battle of tlie Marne, rej)rodiirf‘<l 

the main feature of tht^ first, and was d<*stinc*d 
to brin^ about the same eonsecjuonees. Foeh 
was really, and had waited until tin* situation 
developed as .he hoped. Now lie saw' his 
o7)portunity and proceeded to take full advan- 
tage of it. On thi. night of July 17-18 tho 
ordei's were issued for the eounter-attaek. 

The German General Staff ha<l of course 


understood that an attai'k mi^ht eonie from 
the west against Iheii* exposc'd flank, and they 
ha<l thiMiwn uj) works which extended from 
Soissons to the south, hut althruigli they liad 
done tliis, llu*y seem not to ]iav»* bc*Ii<‘ved tliat 
Foeh had troops sullieient for any ini])(»rtant 
inovena*nt fiom this direction, noi* do they 
sc'cin to have anticipated the attac-k at the 
time it w'as m^ule. 

It was impossibUs liow^ever, for th»^ (huMuajiS 
not to admit that their own attack ha<l b<;eii 
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lu‘l(l Tho war <‘(>rr(‘sp(>n(l(*!it of tia* 

l^nrtrftr/s t>ii July 17 wr<.»to \\'ith l•<•^ar<^ to tin* 
o|M‘i*at ion : 

'I’wu ii.n* coii^pHMKiu - li( !•<■ : Aiiicri< ant 

inUintry av<- '-.iipijnrt int< Iho trnopa in 

n ; s«‘f(nnll\ , Ihr :iic aninplin;^ .1 iiru 

nwthnd nf in tli*' -Vpril, jiinl 

.M.'IN' ntti‘n'-i\ r- tTmv ilctcin !«■< I pn-'- 

V'-tri'lay tliny nv acual <•« I the jjrouml 
l!n*ir lir><. iind -f'Mmd po-itinn^ .dnin^t AvitJiout 
nr npp«i>it ion, and llaai lU-tondod tlnir .--i‘cuiu! linn 
n).>l;or]il\’. d’ln- ludundly Avnalcnnod thn etlnu* oJ 
t lin (jni’iiiiin irfdlcT'y. 'rhr’'-n <lclnii<j \'n fjn'tic'->» v.'ln<*l' 
tin* French lejinietl linin I lindeidnirj- and whicii K«m*Ji 
tried in tlie recent hiittles ticjh’ Ooinpiej^'n**, Mill niituradlv 
Jnivc the that, n nmv met Inal ol attack inii'^t la* 

applied, M'ljich will not he lone delayed. 

"fhero i'< no .loiibt it was a soniowliat 
alvoniny: to ihit 1 ic)j)ms oj.ro jiiori^ I'aist';! of a 
t.hvisi\t* Imttli'. \\ai \rtl<'ma^ in Ibo iivrJ'tncr 
Tf(a( hlfiif, on July IS, ^aiJ : 

It wdl »»nly he i>o-'>ihle l<i ]»ej*<_'<*i ve t l\e - Irate^ie 
intention:^ of the (lernnin Army <.t,nniuainl finin th<‘ 
i'nrth<‘r e«air'-e uni <*\ten''ion of 1 tie hatlh’. . , The 
\ictory i> a> yet no eoinph'te on'*, hut the Honu'land 
hii'. (he liL'Id to Jiope (hal it will hectime -^o. 

CulotjHC. a iwfttf. of t hr saint.' ilati' was of 
1 h.r opiiiuni t hat 

'rh«* Fntetde, hy inunaii'^o propaganda, can ket>p 
tlje enfii'e (lonti’icnt under tho iiupre-">ioii that tl\e 
MnttMdo is vielorions. (.lerinany’s only antidote is 
d4*eds. On this idem r<‘.A> ttje <lee^‘^ion tu .-(art ai>aiii a 
fre.-'h, hig atla(*k to comja*! the Kntente linully to 
•aclaiit (hat CJ< rinan^'' is invincihl.*, and that tJio con- 


tinnation of the (iehtine lan !iav'«‘ no o*h4*r is.^ne for the 
l*'nnMite than the tnrllun’ lt>'.s ot land. in«»nev, and men. 

Of roursr, llu'i't* wt it' thr usual aAtt'inpls to 
discount tl‘(' possibility <n‘ an Allied \'irtorv. 
'Tbr ro.v.s/.vcAe /.v'fluntt stated : ‘‘ new 

atlark was, r.s a matter of fact, .a cr>m}>h'te 
and entires siirpi'ise fed* the eiu'i.iy. Tie batl 
taken some steps to (h-al with if, bnt. li<^ bad 
jj()t establislu'd a. strono position, nor )ja»l In* 
]><'li<‘ve(l tliat tin* blow was idnn.t to kill, and it 
fame with .'startling sinhh'nness on him.” As 
a matter of fact, the attack W'ls fully (‘xpi'ctc'd 
l>y thci Kreiieh, and was no* in t h<^ h'ast a 
surprise 

bossibly Olio rc'a.son wJiy tlio tkd'mans 
thought this was the bad wc'atbc'r. It had 
Ih'cu for some' little tinn^ uneertaiii, 'rhoro was 
rain on July 11 , but tlic* no>wt day, wbon tlio 
(h'riiiaii attack bc'gan, \vas lint* at first, though 
later a t liuudc‘r.stonn of great st'vority swept 
over tho north c»f Kra nc*c*. Jul\' 10 v»^as again 
bad \vc‘at lior, and on tlio night of July 17-18 
t ht'ro was once moro so veie rain. 

J'be oount-c'i'-strolvc^ of tlio Ftvnoli was 
doli\a'r('d first- of all hy their loft wing on a lino 
soiiio 27 mill's running from north to soutli 
from Kontenoy, north of tho Aisno, soino six 
milt'.s wost of Soissons, to llollc'au, five miles 
nortli-vvost of Chrdeau-J'hiorry. A sov'ore 
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tiiimclerf?tonn and fiirions rain faxomt'd tho 
operations, for a lar^e niiiuhrr ol* taiik^ were 
employed in it, and the noi^e <>t' tin* <lnm.kr 
completely covered their movement <r> thc‘ 
points of coneoutration befon^ the a Ivanee. 
There was no preliminary bombai Jua fn . Tlu» 
siir^Drise was not on tlie Knmeh si<i(\ but on 
tlie Gorman. KsiX'oially would it seem 
tliat Mangiu’s concentration ha<i not been 
observed. 

Lot us now examine the obj<*et of th(» Fr<‘neh 
at tack in the direction in wliieli it was .lehvt icHl. 
As we have seen, the original idta of thi' (Ger- 
mans in going down to llie ]\1 wn*‘ was to 
<‘nlarge the salient they had already made and 
give themselves more ample space for man- 
ceuvro in the direction of Paris, Thex' scmmu to 
have thought that there xx^as no fear of an 
offensive return from tho Preneh, xvliicdx is 
merely a tribut(3 to tlu^ iutelligfiuM* wliit^h 
Foch had displayed in earrying out lus eoni- 
binations. A n'fercMiee to the maj) sliows 
that as long as iteims out and thus 

j)r<‘vented a flattc'iiiiig f()i-ua.nl of i h(‘ (h‘rinaus' 
line, tho western front of tlie salient tlu‘y 
ereat(M.l by tb(‘ir julxauc eil movenu jit xvas 
alwax's open to attack, and that an attack 


ho 

<*oining ill a. very dangt'rous diri'ction, for it 
struck right- aer >ss t lu* linos of .sii[)[)lv’ 'loxv n 
to i[\i' Maine and also t hreateni'< I two main 
line.-; ol j‘a.ilroa<l — the on<- Ikmii Oulehy luvek 
through Pazo( lies, while' an a l\am*e L'cyoud 
Soissoiis stiiiek a< the* june*tion of railways 
jitst ‘‘itst of that 1 o\N'n w liieli le*<l u|) to (he* north 
and also ley the ('a>^^ ff sue*e ossfiil, tlu* ( h'l - 
maus xiere bounel le» re‘tre‘at be'hiiiel (lie* Aisiie*, 
be'cause* the adxanee e*ast w arel'^ past SoisseMis 
thn‘al<‘m‘d the* XlheeK* eef tlr* reiads eise-ei feyr 
suiy[)iy fr<»m the* neath teywards the* semMi, amj, 
in a.'lditioii. e -.n langote*e 1 the* !ail»e»ads w hie*h, 
gatije-ring togt'thot* noai* S(»isse>,is, le>i*me'd the* 
main .*ai|y|>Ix- lines eyf Mm* i a‘inians. 

It s'M'tns inere'e libh* that tile* Me'nna.n '^npi'e'ine^ 
t\>iiiinanei slueutl !ia\e* T*an the* gr<‘at i isi. t he‘X'^ 
die! in su(*h a light he-.irlee I fashion. .*n<l it 
weyulei ]yo e'litiie'lx i ne-r* *di ble liael it niyl l/«*e*n a. 
hi.e*t that- thi'y had e‘e>imnit te*d pr<‘eise*[\ they 
sainei eTieyr in th.i* >nilumn ed‘ l!M I. 

d'he- c*emntr\' e>\ i*r w hie*h t he* * ae I x anee* 1e>eyk 
plac'* can be* i*eynside‘re*el in tw'» pails: (hat ley 
M^e* noi t h eyf the* Oiirej, and tliat ley the* seyuth 
(yl that ri\e‘i*. \e>r*ih ey| llu* Oureej the* gr'.nuid 
s <*omparat i\’e*Iy ele*ar lyf weyeyel, and with only 
g<*nt)c undulations: it was •, eynnliy »\trein**ly 
wed! snit'Ml feyv the* aeti^yu ol tji.m-is. vSey.itl eyf 
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the Oiircfj tbo groiiiul is much more cut up by 
.small stivam.s, big roacb-j and railroatls. The 
Ai.snc it.solf ruii.s through a .stecpi.sli vali<3y, 
and is a diihcult river to cross except at per- 
lUiUieiit bridges owing to the steepness of its 
l>aiiks. It was on this fact that Napoleon 
depended so much iu 1811, and th<? defection 
of Moreau, who yielded up Sois.sons without 
iiii edfort-, eiiabled llliielier to escape across 
tlu river a* el join on to tluj Itiiss:an.s coming 
< low'll tlirough Belgium. Near Soissous, about 
a couple of miles to the south-west, is a hill 
know 11 as the ^Toutsgue^ do Paris, which not 
<»nly dominates tlie town, but also enables 
artillery tire to lie brought upon the raihvay 
jurictii>u to the east of it. 'L\hesc eoiisiderations 
show that the first effort of the French would 
evidently be directed along the ground irnme- 
diatedy close to Soissons — that is to say, at the 
jiortlurn ♦'\tremity of tJie attack; and it is 
.striking proof not only of generalsliiji, but 
also of tli(‘ fighting eaparity of the French 
soldiers, tiiat at the outset ol the battle this 
position was carried almost at a riislr 

At 4. 115 a.m. on July 18 all w as ready for th(' 
advance, and the artillery tire opcuied. It 
was a eompkde surprisi* to the enemy — in 
fact, the most. tn)m[)I(de surprise tliat ]ia«l 
lia})pene(l in the whoU^ course of the war. TIm* 
(Jermans wt're (|ui(dly resting in fancied s<‘euril\ 


when the assault fell on them like a whirlwind. 
A heavy moving barrage was put down ; behiml 
it came the tanks, and on their heels the 
infantry, and at first there was hardly any 
opposition. Village after village was captured. 
In the neighbourhood of Soissons the hill 
ground which dominated the town was occupied, 
including the Montague de Paris. Berzy-le- 
Sec was captured by cavalry ; an^l the horse- 
men even gcjt acro.ss the Soissons -Chateau- 
Phierry road, making it impossible for the 
enemy to use it. In this fighting one French 
regiment w ith colours flying charged the enemy 
with the bayonet, singing the “ Chant du 
Depart,” and east of Dommiers a mixed regi- 
ment of Zonaves and Tirailleurs liidigcnes 
sw^ept on through tlie Ccirmaa position.s, cap- 
tured 1,500 prisoners, and, going on, Jnet and 
defeatijd a column of Cermaii sup 2 >orts, drove 
it before tiiem anil reached Ciiaudun, Iiaving 
f>enetrated to a distance of five miles. 
Cliaudnn, Vierzy, Villors-Helon, Noroy-sur- 
Ourcij, (Iliony were taken. Behind Chouy, the. 
wood calk'd Hiiisson-cle-Cresiics, en the edge of 
the Viller.s-Cott(‘r(’t s fori'st, wliiidi w'as .strongly 
hekl liy maehine-gim detachments, held out 
after the gont'ral lino of battle liad ])assed on 
licyond it. About 10 a.m. a unit of American 
infantry was brought u]) to clear it out. They 
di<l this and killed and wounded the wholes 
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OULGHY-I. 

guirisoii oxcopt 21), wlioni thoy broti^ht in an 
prisoners. On tlio soiitli of tlio rivei* by 9 
o’clock the lino wjis puslH'd forward to Haiih^- 
vesiics-lbissiart^sd \)ur<‘hainps ; all alon>^ tho 
line^ of the Kic'iich attack many ])risoncrs wi^ro 
takers The Ain(*?-icaiis, too, niadt) rapid pro- 
grt'ss. 9''bo attfick id)oiit 5 a. in., 

Torcy was taken in 1.1 iniimt('s, B(dh*au fell at 
S 20 and Oivry was also capliirtnl, and the 
advanc<^ continued. ''L'he point of junction fif 
the French and Ainoricaii troops apfxuirs to 
have been Courcliainps, and Iieri' 18 ^uns \vt‘ro 
captured. In some cases prisoma-s were sur- 
prised when rt'stin^ asleep in th('ii* du^-outs, 
and mcai were caught setting out to liarvest the 
rye cro] 3 s. The cavalry also took a ])art in the* 
atlvaiicc, for the opportunity was a favouralile 
one, the Germans falling back without offering 
much I’esistance. liy 7 o’clock in thi^ inorning 
the weather cleared up, and this (‘iiabU'd tlu* 
French heavy guns to bring a good d(*al of hr<? 
to bear on tht? rear areas «>f the tha-inan posi- 
tions, carrying confusion among the (J(*rman 
reserve.s anti their .sui>ply aiul ammunition 
trains. 

While this severe counter-stroke was bt'ing 
delivered against the German fiank, the diiect 
advance of the Allied troops from (.’hati'au- 
Thinrry was not neglected, and thi' pressuie 
thus exercised, combined with t he mor<' active 
attack, sufliced to reverse th(‘ ^\’holo Gem win 
position. Instead of advancing, they now 
began to retreat. Von Miidra fell back fri>m 
the wood of Courtoii and on the Ardre, when* 


/' n Hi li oj'. 1 .j i pit. 

H-CHa I RAU. 

tlie mill f(‘ll to the Italians. \lm Ikielui, who, 
it will be r(‘member(»d, had pai't- of liis troops 
on t he south of th»^ llarno, aba-iwhaw'd .Mont - 
voisin and r<‘tiied to lhi‘. borders of Oeuillw 
probably wit.li a vi<‘w to covering the bridg** 
over the I't^-ent laiit. angl(‘ of the Marm* lhei‘(‘. 

I lighiM- n|), th(^ Allie-; at tacked iw'ar La rotor n(» 
anil Ponrey and forced the (leiinaii'; hack for 
over 1,000 yards. Here the Italians fought 
with the Fietieh, and betwc'en tliein they toolv 
nearly .lOtl prisoiKS's and captured some guns. 

During the night the (Jeiinans mad*' an 
att**m]>t at a eountc'r st i-ok*', *'lii**tly in tin* 
iH'gioii of ( )uK*hy-l<' ( d a I'.-m, bringing u]) f<»i* 
the. pnrpos*‘ mim**rous resiTv<‘s, but \'*‘i'y little 
succ*<*ss was gained, and, gen*‘.rally speaking, th<* 
Kreiieh Ji**ld the lin*' they had *‘aptur**d. 

All along tht' lin*' tlu* progr<*ss was extr**m*dy 
raf)id, so much s*» that in many easos guns wt'io 
tak*‘!i hf'foi*^ th** gnntars a|)pr*‘*‘iat ed that tin* 
French wfii* *)n tlu'iri. Wlw'ti night f*‘ll, the 
advaiie*' of t h*' Lri iieh It'ff a.v*'r*ig*Ml over ti\ i' 
mih'S and on the s*)iitii o\'tu' oiw. Soissons was 
<lomin;it *‘d. the liiu's of rail k'ading from it W'**ro 
iind*'i' Ki«‘n* h artilk ry hr**, an*l far jiway to th*j 
i<*iir t Iw' roa*ls by w hich fo*>d and ammunition 
wc're b* ing br ought up tii t ht^ ad\ ane*-* I (iei inan 
ti*ooj>s w*'i’*^ uialei* such tii*e as to i*end*‘r tlios** 
near th<‘ front of th*^ Fn'iieh k'ft wing almost 
nsel(\ss. It is n*»t to ])r. w'onder-t'd at that th<* 
(h'rmans at one*^ began tb<*ir r*'ti**‘at to the 
Aisno. 

July 10 saw a ciontimianc*^ of tlu^ viet *n’i*ais 
mov<‘mcnt. The (Germans brought up supports 
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to stop ^Tnogio’s pro^^ross, but in vain. Tlioy 
\voi<^ thiowii l)ack, and tlio Fronch l(‘ft c*on- 
soIida(f‘d its positi<ai in tbo ncigliboiirhoo<l of 
S«>issons, wliilo Manj:,iirs moved foi-ward 

a mile and a half oast of the line \'ill<‘rs-Melon- 
Xoifjy. ^lore to tlie south Lie.y-Oligiion was 
eaptuicMl, wliile in th(' eontro Xouiliy-St. Front 
was taken and a eo]isidei‘abU* advane(‘ made 



CHA THAU-THIHURY : LA GRANDE 
RUE, 

fn»m Ouleliy-l(‘-Chatoau and towards Ferc‘-on- 
"rardenois. 

'Tile (aieiny’s reti*<*at/ still \v(‘nt (ui, and alon^ 
tli<' whole SO miles of battle-front from tlu? 
Aisne to Alassi^(‘s they w'(‘r<* lu'iii^ pi*('ss(*d by 
iIm' Alliivs. '^rh(\v \v«^r(' (h-i\-en back on the \v<\st 
»*f Ih'ims, w liile ( JenemI (ioui’aud on t h(‘ ri^ht 
ii\i‘t(‘«[ tluMi' ti'oops to th(' uroimd they ludd. 
(leiieral I)t‘^<nitlt' n^aelu'd the line Xeiiilly-St. 
Front-( ^alrehamps. 

'To the north-<»:ist of IkiisItMix iu the direction 
of Ih'ims Ihitish troops <»f the 5lst and 0*hi<l 
Divisions'*' of the XXII. (/or-[)s v.X'ie em]»loyed 
«»n both sirles tif tla^ Ardre in erjiij unction 
with j''r<‘nch divisions on the hd't aiul t»f 

them. ‘rin‘ position lii*ri^ was oecupieil in 
unat str(*ii^tl\ by th<’ (carmans, as it was 
neei-ssary to ht»ld it to guard thci left fkmk of 
th<‘ir retnat from tlu? Marne to give tiiiu^ for 
th( ir troops in th<‘ eiaitrt* to retire*. The* grouiul 
luar tlu*. river was <'pen, with steep wooiled 
slopt*s at the sides. Numerous villagt s and 
hamlets^ ft.ir the most [)art intact, ga\'e (excellent 
• •over to tin* eiK'iny. 

'I he Itritish arrived on July It), exp(*<‘ting 
at first to ]je on the deh*nsive, Init. the genei’al 

♦ 'Tin' other two of Mio XXif. CJoips wert? 

with M-mgiti’s forr*" nti tin* loft. 


attack of the French changed the situation, 
and it wms necessary to press onward against 
the left flank of the retreating otiemy. Tlu^y 
took up for the evening a position in tlie woods 
on tlic^ west slope, of the Aloniagne-d<‘-Keims 
beliind the Italian division holding the Allied 
line at this point. I’lie next day they adva.nei‘d 
to the attack. The Tlst Division made good 
progress and reaehc*d the western odg<^ of the 
Uourt.on Wood south <»f Nappes, the (»2nd 
.Division being on their right. The resistaiioo 
offered w^as vf'ry x igorous, anti tbt^y w'ere unabJo 
to a.dvan(*e bt^yo^<l lint* some oOO yards short 
t>f Marfaux betw(*en llu* Courttui and Jteiins 
W'oods. On the otlK*r side, t he right half of the 
lat(t‘r division tool: CV)urina,s and als(^ Htniilly, 
a little more to the north, ea[)turirig 500 
jaisoners. Tlic^ advancti was e<»ntinut*d on 
July 21, when the 51st Division captured 
Nappes and the Yorkshiremen occupied Bouilly 
'rhe progress on this day ^vas sona'W’hat 
slowed down, as the- Germans wert> ri'ceiving 
rcdnforcemont s and wt'rt* iigliting liar I t o cover 
the retreat of tlieir troo[>s from the Put 

still some advanei! was inadi*, and in tl'»e ev(*ning 
the g(*nc'ral Jiiit* was advanced as far as IMoisy 
Parc y -T i g n y - S t . Ri *m \' - B I a nzy - R ozi * I - S t . A1 1 > i 1 1 - 
Prio'/, north-cast, of (.N)ur<l)ainps, On the 
right of l.>cgoiittc, the Anu*rirans liad w'on the 
higher ground of 7^hrej)illy noi*t!i of (yhal(‘au- 
'^rhic*rry, and tiius dominated th(* I ini* of retreat 
of the (<(*rma,iis from this |>oinl. This position 
forced the enemy' to abandon this town during 
the night, of July 20 2 1 . Ik'rtlu'lot also made 
pi'egress l>etw('(ai Reims and the Marne, and 
by' this date over 2O.0t)t) prisoners liad }>c(‘m 
t akeii, w ith more t han 100 guns. hhght Genmm 
ilivisioiis ha * been com[»'*llcd to n*tn*at hehiiid 
the Marne, ;md a mneh largei* force in ri*serve 
had been drivt'n back on an a-veragf* depth of 
betwei'ii hvc* and six miles along a front of more 
than 20 mili*s. J.«argi* »juarJi1ies of stores ha-o 
been ea.[itured and very ‘n(*avy easualties 
inflieti5d on t he enemy. 

A good j>roportion of thesi* was due to the 
fact that the Germans experii'neod gr<.*at 
diniciilt.y hi retiring acro.ss the riv'cr. JPhe 
temporary bridges wdiich they constructeil 
w’crt* constant ly shot away, and, practically, the 
troops on (he left bank of thi* river had nothing 
but mountain artill(*ry to support them, for the 
w'Jieeled guns had been unabk? to cross to help 
them. TJie retreat of the erii*my retiring from 
Dormans in the direction of Reims was not only 
menaced by the French and Americaiii 


TIMKS mSTOHY OF THE \V4JL 


then) up directly, but tlie position of 
the British divisions on tho loft flaiik of the 
<Jer»naii force tlin*atoiied llioni with further 
d isaster 

When tlu^ (JorinauN rotroatod from Chrdt'au- 
Thif>rry they coinplotely sacked tho town ; 
such inliahitants as wcrf> in it who won' not. 
hidden in c('lhirs were forcc^l into the* <*hurch 
and kept there iluring tlie night, and wlien th<‘y 
tanerged later on, they saw thf wagons hnlen 
with the spoils of their houst's being taken 
hack by the enemy. Jhit this was not all. 
^riie town had been in jiossc'ssion of flu* (lernians 


for some we(‘ks ; when they saw they wei e 
about to Im‘ turned out, they proceetli'd t<» 
<*ai*ry out tluar \isual \ ile practic*es, carting off 
all they could, destroying all th(\y could not. 
In the larger houses and mansions everything 
was <lt*st i-oyed. Tapest t ies were ha<*ketl to 
]>i(‘ct\s, pictures slit fi'om corner to corner, 
the l('ath('r and other chair coverings rij)pe<l 
from tlu'ir frames, all the (l<'h(*nti* mar(jiu*ttM*ie 
and the irrt‘placcabl(‘ exempt's of the crafts- 
manship of past ciait uries smashed. Legs wtat' 
torn off tables arid ust‘<l tc) fiiithei- the work of 
d(‘st met ion. ddn'i'e w as not a mii i'or which 
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had not boon broken ; the glass and cJiifui 
filing at tiiein wore lying in pieces on the floor 
beneath them. Statues and statuettes in 
marble and ivory wore dismembered with 
hammers, and a pickax<* was used to destroy 
a wonderful grand piano, which must have cost 
hundreds of pounds. !ii one house a valuable 
collection of books was torn to pieces or their 
bindings rip]jod off. 

V^engeful fury had been carried even to the 
extent of smashing the nurseries and dolls’ 
hous<\s. ''FIk^ dolls were trampled on and torn 
to pieces, a rocking-horsi^ was cleft with an 
axe, cradles wt'ro flung out of the w’in<lows, and 
all drawers and cu]^boards wert^ ransacked and 
tluur conti'uts rippeil up, burned, or besmirched 
in a manner worthy of loathsome lunatics.* 
'rhe ndreating troo})s w<M*e followerl up by 
French cavalry and ai nioured cars. 

The rapid rt'treat. of the (Germans was due 
to the fact that they had jilaced themselves in 
a [josition in ^^'hi(dl tlio slightest interruption 
of a vi<*toi-ious olfensiv(» brought, them within 
UH^asurable distance of disaster. (JencM'al Foch 
had brought abo\it the gi’i'at object of strategy, 
coiKH'utrat ion of superior numbers at tla^ 

* 'I’tiUtMi rli'u'Hy from K<M^t^‘r’s tolojc^nun in 

1 lie* <.{ «Iiily -9, IlMS. 


decisive point, (leneral Gouraud’.s determineiJ 
defenco on the eastern side of Reims had 
stopped the German advance there. This had 
reduced their forward movement on the western 
side of Reims to a comparatively feeble effort 
with no great vitality in it. The line of the 
Marne, if not completely held, had at any rate 
afforded so much resistance as to take the 
“ go ” out of the German forces, and exactly 
at the moment when this object was attained 
the countcH'-attack was delivered by IVTangin 
anti Degoutte in the most favourable direction, 
parallel to the German lines of advance, which 
ran north and south from the Aisne to tho 
Marne along the roads. T'ht> railways ran east 
and west, and their utility for the forward 
movement was Ihen^fore very limited. 

Some portion of tho succt^ss was th>uV)tless 
thie to the fnHi use of tanks, to which the nature 
of the ground ov('r whieh Mangin’s force 
especially a< I vai iced, was very suitable ; particu- 
larly wns thc^ part jilayod by the now light 
French tanks of givat iin])ortanee. The Freiiehc 
like ourselves, had fouiul tliat a lighter and more 
ro]>i<l machine was a desideratum, end th<v 
Renault ear was the outcomi' (see fig.) ft 
differed mat (‘lially from our light tank inasmue.h 
as it only containe<l out' weapon, <‘ither a 



[French official photog aphir 

A GERMAN BARRICADE IN THE RUE CARNOT. GHATEAU-THIERRY. 
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machine-gun or one of the automatic 37 min., or 
occasionally a To.*** The car itself had the form 
of a long and narrow box, from which rose a 
species of turret. l''his, in the cast^ of the cars 
armed with the machine -guii or 37 nun., wtvs 
capable of revolution. When the armament 
was of the field-gun type, it was fixed, 'fhe car 
or tank was about 13 feet long and o feet 0 inches 
wide and about G feet 8 inelies high, constructed 
of a special resisting steel w'hich varied in 


hollow or trench. The tank inameuvred w'ith 
great facility and was capable of revolv'ing on 
its own ee'ntre. Its total weight was about 
7 tons and on lovtd ground it attaiinul a spt'cd 
of Gj miles. It could (*limb up a slopes of 
50 di'grecs ami run tlirough 2 fetd- G inches of 
w'ater. It was cHpabli> of liid toning out wii't* 
eiitanglenu'iit, and could ))eat its way through 
a 15'inch briek wall. 

liy this tinu*, too, the French had tlioir now 
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thickness from Jibout one-^piarter to six-t<»nths 
of an in(*li, sut1i<*ierif to stop hulltds an<i splinters 
of shells of small calibre. Tlie turrtd- itself was 
originally formed in the*, same inania*r, but in 
the latest ]3atterns was made of a s[)eeial east 
stei'l. Tlie er<*w eonsisteel of two in(*n, one sitt ing 
in the front part of tlie tank, gui<ling it, while 
behind him w^as t he gunner who sat on a l>igh<*r 
k»v<d. The gun ])rojecttM.l out e)f the turret 
over that- portion of the tank where* the steere*r 
sat. The motor w^as in the rear j)a! t e>f the taiik^ 
and wais divided from the front ])art by a parti- 
tion. The <lri\'ing method used was two 
eater]>illar chains, one on (*ith<*r side* the* ear, 
wdiichcoulel be jnde|>enden(ly driv e^n for ste*e*ring 
purposes. The tanks weae reste*d eai the eatea- 
jiillar chain by twe> luigie^s. d"he systean eif 
movement W’as anale)g()us to that \vhie*h the* 
Germans em]d()yed in t heir large tanks d<*se*rihed 
in Veil. XVJTJ, pp. 47 and 49. fa<*ilital<' 

the passage e^ver elitehe's or t rcaiehe*.'^, t}i(*re we.s 
a tail in the sha[>e of a broad flat spa.<le* attaclie«l 
to the rear part, so that the end e)f the* tank 
would not drop elowai when crossing over a 
♦The 37rnm. aslieJI weighed about 1 lb., the ’T.'S, Hi Ihs. 


arrang<*me'nt of arfillerir. xVaevom patjnemcitt - 
artille‘ry spe'cially teiM off to a.ceompany th»* 
infantry attack* -wliicli was ce>mpe)scd e»f anlo- 
inatie*. 37 mm. guns e>r the*, newv .Tonlandemi- 
De^slaiidre^, a lighte*r wi'apon which tircMl a 
similar shedl to the 37 mm. 

Jhit. the^ great jjoint, in the success w’as 
strut e*gie*al, fe)r‘se> soon as t}>e roail frou) Se)i.ssons 
to Ghat e*an-Thi<*rry was dominat e*d an impoi--' 
tant line* e»f e'ominnnie'at ions was inti‘rruptt*d 
by tlie' Allie's, anel I'oads farther hack had to lx* 
inaele* use* of hy t he* < lermans. 'rims (lx* \\(*sl(*rn- 
ineest treiops e»f the* <*ne*iny we're*, as the* Kre*r)e'h 
ael\’an(!e*el, pe*rpe*t nally t hre*ate*ne*f I w itli be*ing 
e*ut e>rf. 'the* failure* te) l»<'at- (bmrauel maeles 
the* (k'rman advaoe-e* inse'e*ir'e. 

'rhe\y made de*spe*rate* e'fforts ehiring July 19 
anel 29 hy eonnte'r-attacks to holel back tlx? 
steaely feu'warel me.)veme*nt of Mangin and 
1 >e*ge)iit te* with bis Amerie*ans, but the* position 
was getting eve*ry me»nie*nt more* dilllieiilt 
be*e*ause% from July 20, w lie*n Ghate*iiu-'riiie*rry 
was take*n, the* re*t r’e*at from t he ]\farne* Iwx^arno 
iiec<*ssHry, W'hile* e>n the* right flank the llritish 
troe>pH, ae'ting in conjnnetiejii with Berthelot’.s 
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\ French official photograph, 

BRIDGE AT CHATEAU - THIERRY DESTROYED BY THE GERMANS IN THEIR 

RETREAT. 


army, struck towards the left rear of tho Geriiian 
forces engaged in the iVTarne attack. 

On July 21 furtlier progress was made, and 
by tho evening the Allied lino ran from north- 
west to ?outh-east beyond La Croix-Orissolles- 
Hezu-St. Germain down to the Marne .at Mont 
St. Pere c»ast of Chtb.eau-'riijerry. Opposed to 



HOW THE FRENCH SCALED THE 
BROKEN BRIDGE. 

them were the roarguanls of von Boehn and 
von Below, thoir object being to stave off the 
Frencli attack and give time for the with- 
drawal of the artillery and supplies beyond the 
Vesle. Mangin’s left was somewhat behind ; 
he held Belleu and Bnzancy, but his centre 
was at Hartin and Taux, so that tho Soissoiis- 


Ohateau-Thierry road was hold down to this 
point, and his troops vv<<r<^ also at T.o Plessier- 
Hulou. Degoiitte, south of tlie Ourcq, was 
on the Chateau-Thierry road in front of 
l^a Croix ainl Grissolles, vvliilo tho t wo American 
Divisions hold Bezu-St. Gorinaiii-Kpieds down 
to Charteves on the Marne. 

Borthelot’s army, which had followed np 
over the Aisne, and was in a position roughly 
from Chatillon by Baslieux to the forest of 
Court on with the Italian Division and Godloy’s 
force on the Ardre was attacked in groat force, 
Bortholot held his own, and Oodley iriade some 
progress up the Ar<lre, taking St. Kuphraise wit h 
his right and part of the Bois do Reims with 
his centre, but on tho left the British wore held 
up about Marfaux. Later in tho <lay tlioy com- 
pleted the capture of the Bois do Reims and, 
as already narrated, took Bouilly an<l advanced 
in tho valley of the Anlre towards Bligny and 
Chaumuzy.* Tho Germans were now clearing 
out as fast as they could from the too -advanced 
positions into which they liad been thrust, 
losing heavily in jjrisomjrs, guns and munitions. 

* According to Fiold-Mnrshal Haig’s dispatch Marfaiix 
wons not taken until tho 23rd. Apparently, therefore, 
the British Divisions advanced on the north-oast side 
of the rourcy-dhambnej/ road, Th.ero was probably 
nothing but a small rearguard force of Gormans in 
Marfaiix, which v*as neglected. 
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On July 22 the advance was coiitinuod. 
Miingin’s right wing pushed on as far as Montgru 
on the OurcMj ; while, south of ttie river, 
Degoutte (*aptiired the Chatelet wood and 
arrived at Bree.y, wtiile on the south the 
Americans captured Jaulgonne. But there 
was still a good deal of resisting power in the 
Germans opposite Degoutto’s coiitro, and, late 
in the afternoon, tliey re -captured from him 
Kpieds. On the right of the Allied attack, th<' 
Frt^neh, Italians and liritisli ]3ressed foinvanl 
about three-quarters of a mile in the Vrigny 
direction, thus still more threatening the 
retreat of the Germans. 

The French also crossed the Marne at 
(Uiassins and JVissy, near Dormans, anrl on the 
i‘ast of Heims General (hiuraud moved for- 
ward and ro-occiipiod all his old positions 
between the Suippe and Massiges. 

It is interesting to note the German view of 
tiie last few days’ figliting. Their official 
riq)ort runs as follows : “ Between the Aisne 
and the Marne the battle continues with 
imdirninished violence ; in spite of his heavy 
defeat on July 20, the enemy, bringing into 
action fresh divisions and tanks, again advanced 
and violently attacked our linos. His assaults 
broke down. Prisoners confirm the enemy’s 
heavy losses. Yesterday’s fighting li.e., 
July 21] again resulted in a complete succi‘ss 
for the German arms. Between tfie Aisno and 
the south-west of Hartennos, in the early 
morning, the strongest drum -lire preceded 
infantry attacks by the enemy. South-west of 
Soissons and of H.-irtennes they broke down in 
front of our lines. North of Villemontoiro 
some of the enemy pushed forward tem- 
porarily over iho Soissoris-Chatoau-Thierry 
road. Our counter-attack c.jinpletely threw 
them back again. Villemontoire and Tigny 
wc^re e,lso foci of the battle, which our counter- 
attacks brought to a favourable conclusion 
111 the evening ronewed enemy attacks soutli- 
wost of Soissons were checked at their starting 
point — where they wei*e carried forward iliey 
broke down with lioavy kisses. (.)n both sides 
of the Ourcq, in the forenoon, the enemy in vain 
frequently advanced against our lines. After 
bringing up fresh forces, he returned to the 
attack in the afternoon. Alter heavy fighting 
the enemy’s assault on both sides of Oulchy- 
ie-Chateau was defeated by couiiter-al tacks • 
North and north-east of Ciiateau-Thierry our 
detachments which had been left in tlie fore- 
field hindt*red the approach of the enemy to 


our new lines. It was not till the evening that 
he .succei'ded in launching strong attacks hero, 
which broke down with heavy 1ob.sos.” A 
more complete travesty of what actually 
occurred it would he im|>t)ssible to write. If 
th<^ German account w<‘re c<>rrt*<*t, no Allied 
gains had been miuk' at all, whereas we know 
they had been very considerable. 

The position of the enomy on tlie main field 
of battle w'as now a dangerous one. On tlaur 



GENKRAL BERTHELOT. 
Commanded the Fifth French Army. 


right flank they had the armies of Mangin and 
Degoutte. On their left were Frcneli, British 
and Italian divisions. They were b(‘ing followed 
up straight by de Mitry's and Berth(*loFs men, 
while on the easlerii side of Reims they were 
lield by (iourauil. Tlu^y were bringing up 
r(*s<M'ves tf) help to stay the reti'c*at, hut did imt 
sneeeed in doing more tlum slow down lh(5 i*ate 
of progress of their opfionents. 

Up to this dab^ the* Allies had tiikeii over 
20,000 prisoners and 100 guns. 

On July 23, Degoutte, -outh of thc^ Ouretp 
leaehtHl Brc'cy and Aineriean troops north of 
Jaulgonne took Kpieds ami iiitcrcd the forest. 
De Mitry’s tit)Ops, erossirig the Marne, werf> 
moving up north. Beyoiul thes(‘ movements 
th<M <5 was little to i-ecord on this datt‘. The 
enemy's counter-attacks, which he had dt‘liv*‘red 
the day before, seemed to Jiave exliaustcd him ; 
the weather was very hot ; all the troops on 
both sides had now been lighting without 
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[Ofji' iaL photograph. 

MACHINE-GUN DKIl^L, IN GAS MASKS. BEHIND THE LINES. 


cassation for six days. Still tho Gormans 
oontiriuod to hang on to Oulcliy, wJjioh was an 
iinjiortant point on tho railroad back to Koro- 
on-Tardenois. 

On thily 24 tho Allies continued to press the 
retreating onomy. During the previous nigJit 
there was eonsidi^iable artillery activity in tin* 
Courton an<l Koi woods, an<l about. 9 o’clock 
in the evening the (Jtn'uians niade a C(»unt< i*- 
attack in tho iK'ighbourliood of \’rigny. but- 
this was easily iM^aten off, and thi> French held 
their positions. I^etwt*t'u the Ourc({ and near 
to the first-named i‘i\'cr, the Frencli rentaved 
their attacks, which wtne successful tluoughout 
the day. South of Anneiitieres, I5recy aiid 
tho (’hateUd- W<iod were ca])tured. 

The Kreneh and American troo[)s advarictul 
some t wo miles in tho region of Kpiods ainl 
Trugny, and Kpiods, which had been recaptured 
by tho Germans in the evening of July 23, 
foil once more into Ameri(?an harals. Tho 
advance was continued boj^ond Courpoil. To 
the south of this con side rablo progress was 
made in the forest of Fere north of Chartoves 
and Jaulgonne, while ground was gainecl in 
front of Tr^loup and Dormans and the southern 
corner of the forest of Ris was taken by de 
Mitry’s trooj^s. Considerable booty was also 
captured, including five 15 cm. guns, about 


50 machir.e-guns and a conside rable amount of 
material. Betwc'on the Marne and Reims 
tluue was not much more than artillery action 
nor was any progre^ss made beyond the points 
rcach<*d the day ))(*for(\ fn the north despite 
t h»' vigorous resistance of the ( lermans, who 
felt how vital it was to hold back the French 
advancing along t h(' south bank of the Aisne, 
Mangin’s ti-oops carried the villager of Vdllo- 
montoire, and Oulchy was also capt ured. d’hus 
the road tlown from Soissons to Ghateau-Thierry 
\vas completely in the hands of the French. 

Ry the 2 1st th<? d(*vel()pm<ait of t he' situation 
Jiad forced the German Ri'ess to change its tone 
somewhat. 'rht> Vorwarts stattMl : — 

There is no doubt tluit wo nro approarhing thjw’ 
amd 1 ‘iioruotio att(‘injjt^ on tfici part of tho Kntcaito 
to roKain tho iiiitiativo, possibly on other fronts 
also. I^von on tliis occasion, Foch’s \dtitnate 
aim was not gain of ground but t))o disl n.’^banco of 
German plans as a wliolf^. ft iiiust- iviiiain our main 
aim not to allow tho initiative tf> be wrested from 
us and not to saorifico 1 roops uselessly, but tt) k*'ep in 
view witjj strong nerves tlio rnilitaiy aim once it is 
mcogriised a:< right. Unless all sigtis are de<*eptivo, 
tho deiisivo phase of tho world war, which both adver- 
saries are «e»eking with all tho means at tfieir disposal, 
Ls beginning. 

M ho victories hitherto attained in attack and defene^ 
justify the German people in further strong hopes. 
On tho other hand, these days and weeks which the 
Western front is now passing through are well calculated 
to bring to reason those who pictured the Oerinan 
summer campaign of J91S as a grandiose military 
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promenade, at tho end of which wa.=! the u»iint*^^Fruptoil 
anuihilation of the enemy. Despite all her victories, 
Germany is still as over*fi^htinft against material and 
numerical superiority. Therefore, the military initiative 
must every day be fouglit for and ohlained anew, and 
the hydra heads of tho Entente reserves daily struck 
off. All our victories are the victories of a defender. 

This is a somewhat (lifT<*re.nt view to tliat 
which had V^rought the Kaiser (U)wn to see the 
victorious onsweep of his troops towards their 
goal. 

The egregious von Ardenne indulged in some 
of his cryptic and platitudinous utterances: - 

That eomrnander will ultimately win the game 
who still has tho best trumps^ finally in hand. 
Both Army Ooinmaiuls will, th«r«*fore, endeavour 


confidentially comnumieaf ed its intention beforehand. 
'I’hc object which tlui foreing of the Marne had in view 
was attsined, and, therefore, it did not appear dangorou> 
to retriMtt loenlly in order to save losses which seemed 
unnect's.sary. 

It tloes not explain what had heen the object 
of crossing the river ; apiiart'utly it wa« to 
adv^ance a* great cost and bo beaten back at 
great!' r. 

Jt is impossible not to contrast these very 
much cpiieter lucubrations witli the arregatit 
ardour wliich cliaractciized the (Jeriiiau utti'r- 
aiiccs during tlie earlier pericul of the gi-(*at 
(offensive'. 'Plie detaih'd histfiry of the r<'e!'nt 



- !• remit officiiit phulvuKiph’ 

FRENCH ENGINEERS REPAlRINfJ A MINED ROAD. 


to concentrate os many troi’ps aind guns ]M)ssible on 
tho decisive point, which momentarily remains between 
tho Aisno and the Marne. The (h rman Army Command, 
therefore, has resolved on a ste]> wliich eannot in\« 
been -asy for it. It has voluntarily given up the territory 
south of the Marne, so bravely fought for nml so toiigh^y 
held from July 15 to 19, and in the night of Jnlv 2t> 
withdrcM' the troops there, unmoloNteil by the em-iny. 
to the northern bank. Th«- cimmy will jubilate about 
this and reverence tho Marne oven more than hitherto 
as their “sacred river.” 'I'he strategie movi^ ot the 
German Army Command has. however, its full jii.-tifien. 
tion, and its effect will soon make itself fell. 

The Cologne Gazette of July 21 iiifoniicd its 
readers : — 

The .withdrawal of our troops to the northern bank 
of the Marne came as 4io surprise to well-inforinod 
circles, because the Supremo Army Command had 


fighting shows a. distinct falling oil in tb*‘ 
moral of Hit' (h'rrnau troops and a h'ss dccidt'd 
handling hy fhi*ir h'tidcrs, wlii'icas \N'ith tlu' 
.Allied trooiis fluMc was a complete confidence 
which th(* ntde trials of f he previous mouth 
had ill no wise iliininishi'd. A not unim]H)rtaTit 
item lunong th(* factors which h'd to this 
mental condition was the evt*r-inercasing 
supremacy of tlie AHhmI airna'ii. The long- 
distanct' raids into (hainany wen? beginning to 
tell, and tho fact tliat botli on the Imtth'field 
and in the areas iinmefliately behind it our 
aviatoi-s were constantly liarassing the? ( Jerman 
troops on tho march and in bivouac, constantly 
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bombing ti’oo])s marching to tho front and the 
columns of supply for thoir jnaintenance. Th«^ 
tide was indeed beginning to turn. 

TJio rnastei’y obtained by our aviators 
enabled tlu^ air lorcu^s to carry on their work 
of observation and ])hotographir»g in a way 
v\'hieh was rpiite impossible for tho enemy to 
<?C|ual, and enormously added to the efllieacy of 
our artilk'ry fire. Numerically w’o were far 
superior in the aii*, and tlu*> number of machines 



FLIGHTd.IKU T. QUENTIN ROOSEVELT 
Killed in aerial combat, July 17, 1918. 

employed, the number of raids ma<le and the 
amount of bombs dro])ped was far in <*xc'ess of 
th<^ fierman jK*rfoi'maiU'e. '^J''h<^ most striking 
point of all was perhaf)s that the fighting in the 
air was habitually carried on btdiind tlui 
(terman lines, which meant that the ( UM*man 
aviators did not ear<‘ to advanc-(^ beyond the 
security afforded bv their anti-aircraft service. 

On the night of duly 11/12, and again in 
daylight on duly 12, successful distant raids 
were made aLcainst emnuy aonmlroines, and on 
tho last dati* the railway sidings at Saarburg 
were attacked, all our macbiiies returning in 
safety. Then camo a few days of bad w^'atlier, 
which prevented tho distant work, and espe- 


cially dain{)od down the ardour of tho. enemy. 
On July 14 we accounted for 16 of the enemy’s 
machines with a loss of only three to ourselves ; 
wo also droppcfl 19 tons of bombs on back areas. 
In tho next two days Offenburg and Thionville 
W'ore successfully bombed and good bursts w^ere 
observed on each occasion, while all our ma- 
chines came l)aek without injury. 

On .July 16/17 our aviation service played a 
brilliant part in tho battle, attacking without 
cessoiitm tho INlarno hriflges, fJrop])iug five tons 
of explosives, and thus hampering the passage 
of tho (Jerman troops. Tho latter, attacked V>y 
iiiac‘hine-gun fire and bombs when they w^ere on 
the northern and southern banks of the river, 
wore constantly eoinpelled to scatter to 
seek safety. A bridge thrown over the river ul 
D ormans was d('stroyed, and tlie waggons 
which wen^ crossing by it. sank in tlu^ river. 
Tw*eniy-on(^ tons of explosives were dropped in 
these* <^p<*i-ations, and a furtlier 14 tons during 
the night. Violent e‘xplosions and tires were 
caused at thi* station of Maison Hleue, at Uoucy, 
L<\s l^ltapes anil llazoehes. Our aviators also 
accounted for 29 ( }erman machines and tiv<» 
<*apti\*e balloons. 

During the night of July 16/17 more raids 
were made into (Jermany, and works at Hagon- 
d in gen north of Metz and the Jhirbaeh works 
near Haarl^riiekeii were bombed, and also a 
Derrnau aerodromi^ During the <lay on July I 7 
our ma<*liines suecessfnlly attacked the railway 
sidings at I’hionN'ille, in all eases without 
loss. On this ilay Lieutenant Qm‘ntin Koose- 
vi'lt, the youngest son of Colonel Koosevelt, 
u as brought dowai in an aerial combat. He was 
an able and s\iee('ssful aviator, and his loss was 
much deploy'd. 

Tht' tJernians did not do very much in the 
way of retaliation for our aviators’ exploits, 
but they succeeded in l)omhirig a camp of 
( Jerman prisoners, 30 miles from the front near 
Troyes, killing 94 and wounding 74, besides 
two French guards. 

The llenz Chemical Works at Mannlieim w^ere 
again tho object of attack during the night of 
rliily 18/19, as also the station at Heidelberg 
and the blast furnaces at llurbaeli and Wad- 
gassen, near *Saarbriieken, in all eases with 
considerable effect ; also two trains were bit by 
bombs, brought to a standstill, and then sub- 
jected to machine-gun tiro. The powder factory 
at Oberndorf, 40 miles south-east of Strassburg, 
was also attaeketl, and bursts were observed on 
V’arions buildings. This was the first time that 
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this place and >reidelberg had been the objec- 
tives of British airint^n. About eiglit.tons of 
bombs wore dropped on the Mons- Valenciennes 
railroad and six more on tlu' raih\'ays at 
Courtrai, Seclin and Lilk\ llio weather was 
very bad on this occasion, and two of our 
machines failed to return. 

The activity of our air service was con- 
tinued during .July 19 and 20 in the imme- 
diate area of fighting on the !\Tarne. Jhitish 
and Frt'nch bombing machines paid special 
attention to the crossings (^vor th(> river; in 
many east's they hindered ]>rog;ress consider- 
ably, anti in some coinplett'ly stopped tlie 
enemy’s supply service, wliile tlmy attacked 
with vigour both wilh machine-guns and 
bombs the concentration of troops which ‘the 
enemy was pn^paring foi- liis counter-attacks in 
the endeavour to stop the advance of the 
Allies’ flank attack. At ()ulehy-le-< -liateau, 
Kere-en-'^^rardt'iiois, Fismt\s, Bazoches, anti in- 
deed along tlu‘ whole rear /.one of Iht' battk*, 24 
tons of bombs wert' dropped during tht^ day 
and anotlier 28 tt>ns during tlu* night, thus 
harassing enormously the enemy’s lines of 
communication and the movements of both 
troops and convoys. A violctit fire broke 
out at Vtuizicrs, and fires were also seen 
at Fcr(\, at Fismt's, and (‘Xplosions wert^ 


notetl at kaon railway station. Bt'sides 
all this, l^ritish anil Krt'iit'h low-flying planes 
fought in close combination with the infantry. 

On the night of tfuly 21/22 distant attacks 
were again carried out by the Independent 
Air Imrco, Fho railw'ay sidings at kunes, 
south-east of Meszieros, were treated to a ton 
of bombs. iNlannht'im was again attackt'd, 
and the Ihulisc'he Anilin und Soda Faelory was 
also attaekt'd, as was a facdoiy south-east of 
Zwinbrucktai. kow-flying aer<)])lanc‘s attaeloMl 
and hit five trains, bringing tluan to a stand- 
still, whilo the anti-aircraft defences of st'areh- 
lights and guns were also attacluMl aiul great, 
damage di>ne to them, and this witliout any loss 
to our own men. 

On July 22 the vtM-y important, powder 
factory at Hottwi'il, on th(^ Neckar, was 
attacked aiul a. sev'(.a'e c‘xplosion (raused, a fire 
breaking out which could be secai <>() miles 
a way, and t his without any losstooiii* own men. 

This brief a<*count of f lu* aerojilam^ woi k will 
show what a lai'ge part it now played in the 
operations. The aii* s<*r\de<^ vv^as becoming 
more and more an intc’>gral [loition of the 
fighting servi<rGS. 

’'Fhe successful counter-stroke of the French 
was a. hard nut for the (Germans to crack, but 
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they did their beat to explain it away. Thus, 
the Kblnische Volkszeitung said : 

'J’ho and time of Foch’n counter-offonsivo wore 

pro'^cribed for him by the moasuros of the German 
Army CoTnmiirid. The time and place must have 
appeared so far favourable to Fonh in that Ins counter* 
offensive was conducted here against the right flank 
of the German attack on the Marne at the moment 
when he iniglxt boli(?vo that the German reserves were 
held south of the Marne by his strong counter-attack 
there immediately before. His attack, which was again 
carried out with the aid of a very strong squadron of 
tanks, had the preliminary success which a strong 
masyod offensive thrust usually obtains. Hv'on if the 
attack had been expected by the German Ooininand, 
the momentary surprise necessarily succeeded lor'ally 
to a certain extent, so that in some places penclratioii 
was possible. But the penetration never amounted 
to a break-through, this being prevented l>y the tough 
resistance of the (icririan troops in the line, and also by 
the intervention of our reserves, wliich were not, as 
Koch perhaps helieve<l, employed on the Marne, but 
remained at the disposal of the eoinmaml on this front. 
. . . The next few <lnys will show whether Focli will 
continue his cotmtor-offensive or whether it is a passing 
episode, leaving no great traces behind. 

Another excuse, made iu a Berlin telegram 
to the same newspaper, was that the Germans 
were betrayed by their own troops. 

We have, now that we know it positively, no ground 
for concealing the fact that in the ranks of the German 
troops there were deserters to the enemy who utilized 
their knowledge of our plan-- for base treachery to 


the Fatherland and their comrades in arms. They 
informed the enemy of the Gorman plans, and the 
French in consequence naturally had a certain advantage. 

It was also, seeing what had occurred, 
necessary to look upon the great march on 
Paris as no longer a certainty. 

It cannot be the object of every military operation 
in all circumstances to attain definite ends. The 
vicloriou-- military oj>erations of the third week of 
July uroiisetl various pn^sumptions among the popuIa> 
lion not warraiit#*d by the actual conditions, not to 
sp»*ak of those who on July 16 were absolutely certain 
that Hindenbiirg would carry out an attack on Paris. 
Our military command i^s prudent enough, in every 
case acting after <‘on>ideration of the af'tiial »*ondilions 
to attain its decisions. 

It adds : 

West of Pfccims our attack the ;-outhi*rn bank 
of tlie Marne hafl quite a definite object. It was to 
extf nd our bat 1 1(‘ front . The at taek succeed(‘d, although 
the enemy was forewarned. Hut from all parts of 
the neighbouring Weslerii front tlie French Oommarider 
drew troops upon troo])s to undertake an attack on a 
gram! scale on the German positions, ffe thereby 
<*ompelled the German trooi)s to make a partial retire- 
ment. 

No one can study the record of the war 
during the month of August without seeing that 
all along the line from the Yser to tbe Somme 
the situation was becoming more and more 
favourable to the Allies. 
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O X .July 1018, (luiRM’at Oouraud 
advancinj^ sona^ 1,(I0(1 yards on a 
front of FJ.l mil<‘s Ix^yond ih(^ Jinn 
St. 1 1 i lain' -!('-( Jrand-Snuain-Mi'snil, 

n'^ainnd tip' wJiok* of llio Main-di'-Massij^i's 
and rt'o(‘cu|)i('d ilin [)ositions wliinh liad l)nnn 
hold bofoi'E/ tliui (Jc'iinan advaiici' of .Inly lo. 
In tliis opniation 1,100 prisoia'is, 200 inauliinn- 
mins and stivnn ;^nns \svio taken. 

On tlic* otlp'r extremity of the French line 
Mangin oeeiij)i(*d a line from llu' \v(*st of Sois- 
sons to the {‘ast <)f OnIchy-le-Chatean, havint^ 
retake'll diirinj:: the day V'illemontoire and 
captured Oulehy-la-Ndlk* and ()nIehy-le-( Mia- 
tc'aiL fighting at A’illenamtoire was 

very xiolent, the' nume’roiis grotte) he)nse‘s in 
the> .sieles of the' hill feirming stnaig pe)ints 
from whie'h it was ilitheailt te) dri\ <' the^ ( le^rmaiis. 

The German ivsistance' was nf)w be'ginning to 
stiffen lip. A new Gt'rman army unele*r vein 
Eben was thrust in between the? annic's of von 
IlnticM* and Vf)n Beiehii, and e)the'r elivisions 
were hurrieel up until tliirty were aelele*e| lex the 
original thirty which hael been engage'el betwe-en 
Chatean-'^riiie'iry anel tlu^ Argejnne ; of thevsn 
at least forty weie on the portion of the fie'lel 
between Soissons and Reims. At each ex- 
tremity of the Fre'iich lino on the we'stern side 
of Reim.s the' Germans xvero making desperate 
efforts to maintain their ground. Counti’r- 
Vol. XIX.— Part 238. 


attacks wen* madi' and two small successes 
wei*(' obtaiiu'd about \'rigny, while on the' Sois- 
.s<nis-( 'haleau-'riiierry road tlu' railway station 
of L<‘ Plessier- 1 1 uleu was retalon by the (k'l- 
mans. But. all these gains were of no ri'al 
utility, as thi'V wc'ic' soon siihmerged bem'aih 
the I'vi'r-flow ing ti<k' of Fii'iieh success. 

Still, I lu' ad<lit ioual forces eiiijiloyc'd and tln^ 
('iR'rgy with which they wi'ic* used made th(5 
a«l\ aneeof t lu' .\llies more diilieiill . lOspt'cially 
was this the ease noith of the ()»ire(|. Ih're aji 
a<l\anec' »)f Mangin's tio»)ps .'dong t h(' Aisiie 
had to be Ir'M off to sa\’e that portion 
of tlu' troops which had hi'C'ii eiigag('d in th<‘ 
(k'l'inan llnust towards th<' .Marne. 1 (, was 
also dinieult f«)r tin' Fieueh, h('«'aHS(> fiom 
the heights on the northern side of lip* Aisne 
tlp'ir trooj)s advancing south of it along the 
river I'ouM he taken in flank. Tiu' forward 
movi'inent of tip' French south of the Oureq 
on the jirevions day had been vi'ry xigorons, 
but bad bf'f'ii Ip'ld on the left ip*ar the rivta* by 
(kTinan artillery near Nantenil-iPxtrcEDanK' 
and Bniyeres : tbc'se jiositions were evidi'iitly 
clung to so as to boki back the Frencli from 
Fere-i'ii-Tardenois, which W'as an important 
railway station on the German line of eommn- 
nieations. More to the south, howf'vi'r, tip' 
opposition was not so gnat, and tlp'y expe- 
rienced but little artilk'iy tiro, which show'e(J 
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that tlio German guns were being moved back- 
wards for fear of capture. Ftu*e-en-Tardenois 
had been un<ler distant artill«py fire for the Itist 
two or tliree days, and it was evident that this 
point was also being abandoned, as largo fires 
from burning stores were clearly seen ; other 
dep6ts near Oulchy-lc-Chateau wore also fired. 

The advance was now being opposed almost 
entirely by squads of machine-guns, carefully 
ensconced in holes or in tlie borders of woods 
and sometimes up in trees. Their ca])ture 
involved clelay, for to have carried them directly 
would have resulted in heavy losses, and it was 
therefore necessary to outflank them and take 
them in rear. ThLs was done, but it naturally 
slowed the rate of the forward movement. The 
untouched character of t-ho woods in tliis 
district was a great advantage to the Gormans, 
as they afforded cover from aeroplanes an<l also 
good rearguard positions. As the villages were 
retaken, the usual tales of brutality, pillage, 
and violence were recounted by the few in- 
habitants. Such acts as the^se did not tend to 
make the troops when they captured Ciermans 
mercifid in th<‘ir treatment of th(‘m. 

On the south of tlu? Ourcq IDegoutto’s army 
with tlie Americans crossed the Nanteuil 
brook, taking the village of Coincy, and the 
greati'r part of t he Touriielle W’ood, advancing 
through the Fore Forest u]) to a line extending 
from !Lo-Charmel to Bouvardes. Do Mitry’s 
army continuod in part on the south si^lo of the 
Marne between Beuil and Dormans, while 
part of his troops penetrated into the forest 
of Kiz, thus making a lino in eoniu^xion with 
Degoutto. The Germans delivered a strong 
counter-attack in tho region of Dormans, and 
succeodod in occupying for a time a small wood 
about a mile north of Tridoup, and also the 
village of Cha.ssins, but they w('re spet'dily 
<lriven out by a counter attack ; while farther 
east, Berthelot, fighting hard, pushed up both 
sides of tho upper valley of the Ardre, especi- 
ally between St. Fuphraise and \’"rigny. Tt 
was at this point that the Italians were acting 
wdth the French of Berthelot’s army. I'his 
attack, protected by General Gouraud's ad\'aiM*o 
on the east of Reims, was becoming very 
dangerous to the left flank of tho (Jer*man 
wedge. Up in the north the Germans were 
holding tight to the lines which ran from Ville- 
montoire to the Aisne. Fspecially important 
for them was it to cover tho railway over that 
river which they had constructed between Missy- 
sur-Aisne and Sermoise, to connect the single 


line runnkig along the north bank of tho Aisno 
with the double lino on tho south bank going 
to Reims, which greatly facilitated tho bringing 
up of supplies to the great <lop6t at Fismos, 
This point was situated in the (»entre of tho 
country into wliich the in uption of tho Germans 
hail taken place', and it was thcri*foro a fairly 
easy task to supply tho t loops from it by 
whoclod oarriago, tho most distant point 
being hardly 10 miles from it , but once Fismos 
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were lost, road t i-ansport had to hc> usi'd right 
bac*k to tiu' Aisne. Tt will Ix^ seen, thor<*forc, 
how iiPporlant for tlu^ supply of tho ( Jci inau 
troops was tile’s railroad hi**h 1 <m 1 Ironi ()uk*hy 
back by lY'io-cn-'rardonois through Ihizocdu's 
and thciK’o towards Kt*ims, whilo tho lino from 
Bazoohtvs to Sormoiso across t h(^ Aisiu', which 
onabk'd this lino to ho led, was also of gnuit 
intiiuont to thorn. ill -oonsidoi'i'd movo.- 

moiit of tho onorny had lod to his thrusting out 
forces whi(di wc*ro in I lu‘!ns('l v’cs insiiflioii'nt for 
doh'iico when vigorously attacked, and tile’s 
consccpionco. was that, t«> save thf'se’s troops 
from elisastc'r, larger rcinforccriKaits had to he 
brought in. This involved an ovor(*row<ling of 
tho area, booauso, whilo the exhausted troojis 
liati to be relieved, others had to take up the 
defensive to cover their retreat, and tho conso- 
quenee was that the roatls were occupied by 
the marching to and fro of men and by long 
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supply cohuiiiis. Those \v(u*c particularly open 
to attack from the air, and the Allied aviatoi-s 
acted vigoroiisly against them. 

The capture of Oulchy-le -Chateau was of 
groat inoinont, as it dominated the crossing 
of the Ourcq along the Chateau-Thierry load 
and closed th(^ river valley and the road 
going from the west towards Fere. It had, 
mor'over, btH'ii one of the (lerman advaticod 
depots, although not so important as Fore, 
wliero many roads nud, which, radiating out, 
served to supply th<' (hM'inan forces from 
Chateau-Thierry to Chat illon-sur-!Marne. The 
situation of the (Jennnn advanced troops was 
lH‘eoming more and more hazardous. 

The whole country from the front back as far as 
the valley of the Vesle was now coming under 
French artillery tire, which rendered their 
road communications, at no time very good, 
still more ]>recarious. Fresh fires and ex- 
]jlosions were seen, which showed that they 
began to appreciate that “ the? battle to win 
peace ” was not going in their favour. Gradu- 
ally the Allied trocips wen^e converging on 
Ft^re, and it could not be long before it fell into 
their hands. 

Notwithstanding the many counter-attacks 
made by the Germans the position of the 
Allies on the western side of the German 


salient continued to improve. Tliey were 
now within four miU^s of Fere -en-Tardonois, 
and a considerable advance had been made 
through the forest of Fere and the Forest of 
Hiz, and more to the east the troops were still 
advancing. From Kpernay the enemy had 
witlalrawn and Keuil had been abandoned. 

The capturt^ of ChaU^au-Thierry made 
this town valuable as a suj)ply centre for tho 
French t roops, which greatly facilitated tlieir 
])rogress. On tho othei- hand, the fact that 
Fere-en-'^rardenois was practically useless for 
the GeriTians was very detrimental to them, 
as there was no other station available as a rail- 
head in the country in which they were operat- 
ing, and the supply of the large number of 
troops that were concentrated there was be- 
coming more and more difficult, being depen- 
dent on road transport , d'he inherent mistake 
of tho German advance was bearing full fruit. 
They lia^l undertaken a movtiiient which had 
not s^ifTicient breadth and which was open to 
attack on both sides. They had refused to 
believe that the French had sufficient numbers 
available to attack t hem on their right and ha<l 
to suffer tho consccpionces. They had lost 
25,000 prisoners, and their casualties amounted 
in all probability to not less than 120,000. 

The official bulletins on the German side. 
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of course, admitted no failure. On July 23 
we were informed that the Allies iu the early 
morning, after summoning their reserves, con- 
tinued tlieir mass attacks. “ (lenernl von 
Boehii’s army had completely defeated many 
enemy thrusts. The Frencli and Americans 
again suffered vc^ry heavy losses. Between 
Noyant and Harteiiiies the t‘iieitiy stormed 
five times in vain. On ))()th sides of Vilh'- 
inontoiro the enemy tem])ornrily gaini'd some 
ground, but our counter-attack drow him 
back, ro-captured the village, atal the dense 
masses of the enemy when retreating were 
fired at by our artillery. 

“ North of the Ourcq our annihilating fire 
smashed enemy attacks. Tanks which pierced 
our lines wore shot to pieces. 'Froops fighting 
between the Ourccj and the ^Nlarne repulsed 
strong oneany attacks. We drove the taiemy 
back by a counter-thrust from the height 
north-east of Kocourt and from tlu? Oluitt'let 
Wood, 

“ South-west of Reims h(‘avy combats lasted 
during the wdiole clay. Tlu^ enemy in foui* 
violent partial attacks advanced n^peatedly in 
vain. North of the Ardre the Fren(*h, besides 


white and coloured troops, also throw Italians 
and British into the fray. The attack of the 
Italians only feebly dcw’eloped and w'as rapidly 
crushetl.'’ Ihit notw^ithstanding all these fa- 
vourable otlieial re])orts although this battle 
w'as to have Ix'i'ii the final blow the Oerinan 
luwvsjmpers wiat* now beginning to take a loss 
o]>timistie view id^ont the situation. 

^Tajor Knilres in the M utu'htier Xaiiasta 
Xnc/trichfrtu wi-iting on ,liily 21, said: “ War 
is a hard trade and tin' st rategic^ - tact ieal 
results of ev'ciy single operation, as of the 
wdiole, is bound up with assumptions that with 
the best goodwill do not ahvays inateiiali/n^ 
, . . ddie mort> the country learns that. Franco 
is still very strong ; that America has more than 
half a million soldiers in Fi-anct', and that by 
the' I^-boat war aloin^ she <‘annot hc' pri'V'ented 
from continually s(>nding mati'rial and trans- 
ports to France ; that, tinally, tlu^ Fnglish Ai’iiiy 
is in good condition, am I wdth strength made 
up stands ]jrepari‘d for battle, tin' moi’cwall the 
(‘ountry appreciate the magniticent- p<a*foi'- 
inance of our troops, and all the' m<»r<^ will it 
be in a ]>osition to look things in tin' fac(^ as 
they ri'ally are, with iron det<*rminat ion. It 



FRENCH ENGINEERS SALVING THE PONTOON BRIDGE THROWN ACROSS IHE 
MARNE AT CHATEAU-THIERRY BY THE GERMANS, 

And which had been cut adrift by them in their hasty retreat. 
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never hu rus an cflieiont people to see clearly 
the difficulties of the position. Here in the 
west it may be weeks before the initiative that 
(ileneml Foch has seized comes again to our 
side. In this situation any undue haste w’ould 
be amateurish and dangerous, and therefore 
will certainly be avoided : and any nervous - 



rKKNCH MINES LEFT BY THE GERMANS 
AS TRAPS FOR TANKS. 

ness at home would be useless and also un- 
necessary.” The fatuity of these coininents 
must bo evidtmt, to every reader. 

There was evidtmee, too, that tlie retreat was 
liaving a discouraging elTecI on tlie Gt^’inan 
population. The Cologne Gazette on July 23 
said : ” (General Foch’s attack has caused 

pessimism in Germany. I’ho dismal ones are 
going round with their heads bowed, uttering 
lugubrious cries and endeavouring, behind tho 
<*oncise statements of tlio official reports [of 
which oxamplos have been given above] to 
discover all kinds of bad suppressed events. 
. . . People wlio have not learned in four 
years of war to accept tlio enemy’s official 
reports with tho sharpest criticism, ought to 
regard with equal distrust all rumours which 
emerge whenever hard movements occur. . . . 
Field -grey soldiers of the most varied ranks 
competed with the civil population in the 
streets, tho tavern or the railway, to announce 
quite openly what every one of them had 
heard, and professional spies only needed to 


keep their ears open in order to obtain im- 
portant hints. They gave their employers 
timely information. Statements from perjured 
traitors were added. The consequence Avas 
that the enemy east of Reims evaded [I] our 
attack, which could not com© to full execution ” 

What apparently rankled most in the 
German mind was that “ General Foch’s whole 
cjfferisivo was in many respects a surprise, 
owing to the statements mad© by prisoners 
taken from many detachments of troops, in 
whoso view no Entente attack was planned on 
this front.” This shows a credulous state of 
mind which one would hardly have attributed 
to so expert a body as the German General 
Staff, and also shows that their Intelligence 
Dc'partment was singularly at fault. “ It 
was also a surprise owing to the employment 
of masses of tanks which had cover from view 
during their approach in tho high ctirn fields. 
Thus, tho first days of battle brought tho 
adversary, besides a gain of ground, prisoners 
and booty. His losses tlien begin to increase 
frightfully, and it may be assumed that he has 
now more dead than we liave had in all the 
offensives tliis year together.” 

One can only express surprise that the 
Cologne Gazette did not say that we had 
more dead than living on f;his Front ! Georg 
Wegener wrote ; ” Tho enemy ruthlessly em- 
ployc'd every means known to modern warfare — 
sliells of all calibres, gas, airmen’s bojiibs, 
infantry attacks prepared by artillery fire and 
supported by battle air squadrons ; even cavalry ; 
above all, tanks wei*o assembled in enormous 
number, and advanced disregarding all volley 
firing by our artillery.” How extremely 
wicked of the enemy to use such dreadful means 
of war ! Frederick tho Great remarked, when 
ho had found the futility of asking his men to 
attack without firing, that it would be as 
reasonable to expect them to assault with 
broomsticks as not to use their muskets ; no 
doubt Herr Wegener would have liked us to 
make use of the former. 

On July 27 tho ariTues of Degoutte and De 
iVtitry followed up the retreat of the German 
forces, which on this date became more pro- 
nounced ; in fact, our outposts during the night 
of July 26-27 had already reported that a 
definite retreat had begun. The Germans still 
fought rearguard actions, but tho pressure of 
tho Allies against them was too strong for them 
to attempt to maintain any definite position. 
With no specially marked incidents all along a. 
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fFri’Ht li officini 

GERMAN SOLDIERS' GRAVES OUTSIDE DORMANS. 


line of over 20 miles from the v^alley of the 
Ourcq to the south-east, from Onleliy-lo- 
Chateau to the Ardro, above Bligiiy, the retreat 
was general, to a line exleiicling from Hruyews 
Villeneuve-stir- b"ero — O)armorit — Passy- Grgny 
— CXiisles — Neuville-aux-Larris to Chatinuizy. 
The Germans wore falling back unit by 
unit, by alternate companies or machine-gun 
squads, followed up closely by our advanced 
guards reinforced by tanks. Tho weather was 
cold with heavy squalls of rain, and this, com- 
bined with the fire oi our airmen, who not- 
witlistanding the unpropitious circumstances 
still managed to keep tho air, threw them into 
a good deal of confusion. Tho whole line of 
the Mariio was now in our hands, and the valley 
of Oulehy-lo-Chaleaii enabled tho troops to 
j)ush still further through Coincy and the 
forest of Fere towards Kere-en-Tardenois, from 
which point the French were only three miles 
away at Villeneuve and Bruyeros. Tn tho 
centre, from the Marne between Chat illon and 
Donnans, the Allies pushed forward through 
Reuil in the one direction and from Dormans 
in tho other, wliile on tho Ardro tho British 
troops pushed through IVIaifaux to Chaiimuzy, 
and this still more throatonod the left flank of 
the Gorman salient. l^he entire forest of 
Fere was now in the Allies’ hands, and tlio 
retreat of the Germans was siifTiciently dis- 
organized to allow the French cavalry to press 
hard on the heels of the retiring trooi)s, who 
suffered very heavily in the fighting which 
ensued. 


Our aviah^rs, flying over the enemy’s fi*ont 
liiic‘ and over tho eonimunicnt ions along tlu^ 
Dormans-— Fore road and the Chateau Thierry - 
Fismes road, and that which led from Dormans 
to Ville-en-Tardenois, reporttMl that the whole 
of the German rear was in a state of confusion ; 
that the high road to Fen^ was hlocktHl hy 
lorries and troops for 1 1 hours, which gave tho 
Allied aviators a magnifieent target. It naiy 
here be remarked that hetw'cen July 15 and 
July 22 the French air squadrons dropped 
nlofig the battle front ov^(>r 182 tons of bombs 
in daylight operations, and over 102 tons 
during Iht^ night. TJie tanks also had proved 
to be a groat suchm'ss. Fach tank section on an 
average accounted for 15 to 20 Gorman machine 
guns, and in some phures whole batl(a*ics of 
field guns were captured. Tho ground tbrough 
which the forces were now advan<*ing was 
difliciilt, consisting <»f woods, thick for<*sts, 
ainl slopes crowned hy comiiuindiiig plateaux 
which ga\'e c*xccllcnt positions for machine-gun 
<lcta<*lnncntH to fire along the lino of approach. 
Th<‘rc was but little artillery fire, as th<» G»m*- 
mans s<'emed to bo witlidrawing their guns for 
fear of capture. 

South of tho Ourcq, near Villeneuve*, a v’cry 
pretty ongagonicnt took [)laco b(*twoen the 
American and French troops aind the Germans 
defending the front of Fere-en-Tanlonf>is. 
German guns were in action on the Biitte-de- 
Chalmont above Oulchy, a high bare hill just 
north of the Ourcq, which commands an 
extensive view over the country to the north 
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and east, and others oii the liigli ground 
of Scringes, which swept across towards 
Villeneuvts but Mangin’s troops north of the 
Ourcrj tlireatenod the guns at Oulchy and com- 
pelled them to retire, and this enabled the 
French to bring u]> more artillery tt^ the high 
ground about Villeneuve after they hat! 
rii])lured Cruyeres, and thus to overpower the 
guns at Sininges, wliile Fen^ was brought under 



REMOVING THE FUSE FROM AN UN- 
EXPLODED GERMAN SHELL. 

fire from a i*ange (jf litlU' more than two miles. 
Fast of Keims |)ri>gri'ss was also nia<le, the 
French taking Monl-sans-Xoni and 200 
prisoners. 

The W'hok^ gr’ouiid dow^n to tlu* ()ure(| W’a.s 
thus rlominat(»d by tlu^ Fr/iadi tiro, and 
gradually the (aieniy withdrew to the other 
sidii ot tho riv(»r. Fere-en-Tardonois w^iis 
occupied tin duly 28, while Borthelot’s troops 
pressed on ttiwards Olizy et ^4olain(^ and An- 
thenay. It w ill thus bo schui that in the ceutr<* 
and on the right of tli(‘ -^Vllii'S considerable 
progress laid been made, but on .>ra.ngin\s 
extreme left- no great success had berm at- 
taiiKMl ; still, the position into which tho 
Germans had been forced left their line at a 
dangt'rous angle to the ])osition wdiich the 
Fr<'nch Tenth Army oc(mpi('<l. 

On July 28 ^langin struck with great vigour 
and ma<le a consi<k‘rable advance, in which 
tlie two i3ritish divisions, the Idtli anrl 31th, 
lie liad with him played a notabk^ part. They 
had already participat'd in the ligiding on 
July 23, acting on the left of Mangin .s troops 
and assisting in the capture of Berzy-le-Sec 
and Parcy-Tigiiy. According to a- Freiicli 


account they again fought most brilliantly, 
and when Mangiii’s forward movement began 
they acteil as a flank guard wliilo the French 
crossed the brook in front of Ciigny and ad- 
vanced on the Butte-do-(3iahnont. On this 
day tlio resistance met wdth was chiefly of a 
roar-guard character, consisting of machine-gun 
detachments, and tho French took tho hill wdth 
very little loss ; this w'as iloubtless due to the 
fact that tlio Gormans were conscio\is of the 
pressure that was being made against their 
left by file troo]>s advancing in the direction of 
Fere-en-Ta rdenois. 

On July 21) the principal attack was delivered 
])v the Britisli, their objective being the lino 
of hei gilts beyond village of (h’and Rozoy. 
Here t]u\y met a determined resistance, as it 
was still the object of the Germans to keep 
liack tlu^ Allied hdt, arid tliey had eoneeiitrate<l 
in this part of tht^ battk^fiold a eonsi<lerabl<» 
iiuinb(‘r of guns, w'liilc! the inla.rit?*y held on 
with detf'rniinat ion to tho village aM«-l woods 
ill its nt'ighbr)urh(M)il In the early inoruing 
the attack went forward, and in spite of a-ll the 
Gt'rman efforts tlie British earri('d the points 
aimed at, wJiile on th<‘ir‘ right the FreneJi 
rairied tlie ground to tli<*> south-east of 
Beugneux Ixiwi'cn that \illage and (‘orheny 
farm, and also captured the' Butte-de- 
C-halmont. But Bt'iigneux itself, wiiieh th(v 
British attackiMl, was very strongly diiended 
and the attack was hti<l thca'c. At 2.3t) p.m. 
the Britisli again advanced np very diHleult 
open ground and madi^ somi' progress. The 
attack sc'cms to liavi? come to a standstill at 
night fall. 

Meanwhile tho French took tlie crests 
of the heights looking down on the valk'y of 
<h<* Grise, but the resistance of tlie (Jermans 
became greater, and the advance w^as in 
(H)nsequenco slower. Nevertheless tho Britisli 
loth Division in front of Villemontoire took 
the Ghateau and Park of JHuzancy on thi^ 30th. 
On the u[>pc'r Ourcai the Americans took 
Sergy and Ronehon^s, 'and still further to 
the east towairds Villers- Agron . The main 
road from Dormans to Reims was thus inter- 
rupted. Tho fighting round vSt^rgy was of a 
very bitter character, and the village changed 
haiitls no less than four times. After the 
Americans had eaptnriMl it for the first time 
the 4th Guards Division, comyiosed of fresh 
troops that had just come up, attacked with 
considerable vigour, but were eventually driven 
back. On re-entering the village after one of 
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onli'r. 'riioro is n<» doubt tliat tlio Oopnans made 
a groat otYort to ]M'uotrati‘ our advanciug lino 
ill this diri'otioii, but tlio unito<l tdforts of tho 
Ainorioans and Hritisb, coinbiiu'd with tho 
Kroiitdi troops, stopped th<Mu, though not 
without st'vort* lighting. 

Tho Ouroij a)>o\t‘ Vovo was now oi»in|)li*toly 
in tho Allios* hanils, and in th<* oontio gom'rally 
c‘onsidorablo jirogrt'ss was inad<* though on 
tlio oxtroino flanks t h<i (hainans still ohing to 
tlioir ground with groat tonaoity : ospooially 
was this tho oast> in tlio valh\v of I lu^ Aidro, 



t heso oountor-attaoks, tho Anu*ri(’aus foun<l 
t-hat tJioii* w^tiuiidi'd Jiad boon ba.yon« 

Tljo (Bormans liero had plaoo l niaohiiio guns 
in tlio ohuroh and also in a Iniilding whioli 
boro tlio liiHl Cross Hag. 'ria^ lighting was 
continnoiis an<l violcait throughout tlu^ wliolo 
day. Tho (Torinans iiiadi^ attaok aftor attack, 
in which they soniotiinos niado a little progress, 
only to bo driven back by oouut-er-strokc^.s, an<l 
hand-to-hand eneouiitors took place on many 
occasions, but at the end of tho day the (hiards 
Division was linally beaten and liad to retina 
The Gormans liail aist> massed tnxips behind 
8eringos, with a view to extend tho attaok they 
inatle on Sergy, but they weie observed by tho 
Americans, who brought a heavy fire of artillery 
to boar on them and drovo thorn back in dis- 


ll'rcnch it/jii htl ph<iti>f;taj>hs . 

FfeRK-KN-TAKDENOIS. 

Above : The Did Market House. In centre, 
a main street after the recapture of the town. 
Below : The Place dc la Republique. 
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whom iii(loo<l it was vitally iiocessary for them 
to hold on to pi'cvoiit the ontting off of a con- 
sidorablo portion of their troops. 

July 30 and 31 brought no important inodi- 
fioation in tla* position. On the former date 
th(‘ British on both sid(‘s of 8t. Kuphi^aiso wore 
eounter-attaeUod by the (JoiTnans. but they 
failed to eaj)tuio the village. Kurther efforts of 
the ( Germans l oural Se.rgy, to the east < J Oulchy, 
and to the north-east of bVae wer’t^ also in v^ain, 
and the Ariierieans took the village of Seringes. 

A great deal of the* fighting, as has bet^n seen, 
took ])laet? in woods whieh were piwtieaMy 
in an unrnjuiral eondition. The (kainans 
ha<l foiesi'en this and had issued special 
instructions for the conduct of their troops in 
thtar fighting in the forests. Tt was pointed 
out that the diaisr^ woods would be defended 
by the Fren';h on fla^ boi’cha's ; those of k»ss 
dense character would be defende<l in depth by 
seetiinis. I<es(u*\(*s would be found along the 
roads ne^ar open s] races and in rear of the 
woods, and guns and nrachine guns would be 
posted in such a way as to swco]) down the 
roads and rides leading through them. (Com- 
passes wouki have to be made free use of, to 
keep the dii*ectiou of attatd^ eorreetly. Mafrs 
were to be marked with nuuute accairaey show- 


ing meeting- places and cross-roads where units 
could be re-formed. Grenades wore forbidden ; 
the reason for that is evident — they would, at 
such close quarters among trees be as dangerous 
to the users as to those they were thrown at. 
Bight trench mortars and machine guns, rifl<'s 
and pistols were ail to bo used. Lachrymatory 
shells were to he employed, but they wore not to 
bo used for an hour before the attack. The 
infantry advance was to be made in a thin 
line with machine gims, but such a formation 
coijk.l o?ily he employed in thin forests ; when 
the wood was flense, the troops wore to remain 
on oi* near the roads, while the borders and 
flanks of the wood should be swept by machine 
guns from favourable ground. Small local 
reserves should be kept in readiness t-o move 
forward along the roads behind tla^ advanced 
line of infantry. Attempts should constantly 
be made to outflank the enemy’s posts and to 
cii'cle rc:)nnd the woods. When the rear of 
a woofl was reached, drums should bo beaten 
to show th<‘ enemy he was surrounded and to 
inform the German troops of the ])osition of 
the troops encircling various points. (Huns 
.shouhl always be ke])t inu/.zlo forward ; this 
would, of course, involve man-handling to gf‘t 
them forwaiul. 



[Fr^'fjch ojficial photograph, 

PKBNCH TANKS AS SLEEPING QUARTERS FOR THEIR CREWS. 
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AKKIVAl. OF ITALIANS ON THF FRONT IN FRANCK. 


TIh‘ siiifH* ordiMs also iiif I'rostinj^ 

roniarks on fho iiooc'ssity for coiio<‘alin^ tlu^ 
tnov’emonts of tlio (Joriniiii troops, 'Tlaw won* 
iiifiirined how important it was that 
soldior shoiihJ do all in liis powor to prevtait 
tho prosonco of his nnit oii tho front boiri^ 
suspoctod. Any infriiigCMncait of tho rognla- 
lioiis was liable to draw tire and iinp<*ril the 
life of tlu^ mail himself and his eomra<los. 
dVoops we.ro to obey serupiilonsly all ordei-s 
given them by sentinels. They were ordereil 
to take eovor from aeroplane's by rcinaining 
motionless, hiding in the shade, or lying <lown, 
and no onei was to move unless it was impera- 
tively nee^essary. The^ in<*n wrro instrnete'd, 
when the^ bombing ac-roplanes wi'n* about , n<*ver 
to remain in large groups, but to seattca* over 
the gronnd and, as far as ])ossibI<‘, to rc'inain 
in the shaiie. They wert^ urged to close 
cooperation in all cases, particularly in lielping 
vehick\s in distress, an<l clearing roads, (»tc. 
J^y doing this t lu'y woidd facilitate the* push 
foVward and so improve the situation. It will 
be observed that the failure of the ttermans, at 
any rate, was not due to the want of careful 
instructions and training. 

The taking of Oulchy-le-IMmtean on July 20 , 
with Villemontoire on the same date, oj>ened 
the way to the ca])turo of the plateau of 


Harteun<‘s, whi<*h <*oul<l now b<‘ atta<^ked noth 
from tli<‘ south and north. Th<i (ka*man 
situation }u*r<' was nMi<l(‘r‘<^<l more pr<H*a.rious 
by the capture of Ibizancy on July a.n<l of 
(hand llozoy and Bmigiunix on August 1. 
J'liis mad(‘ it- easier to take I lartt'nni^s, wliich 
was carried on t he e.v<'ning of t h^i same date. 
It was attac'kc'd on tlircM* sides by Franco- 
Jiritish troops, and although at- first tlie (Ger- 
mans r<'siste»1 witli soin<'> !ena.city, they wla’e 
unable to withstand tln‘. <liri*etif>n 4»t t-lu^ 
assault, which threat ciumI to cut off their troops 
hokting this point, and they tell back towards 
]>roizy and La-unoy. They wt're clos<^ly fol- 
lo\'i <'d by th(' h'rencli, \\'h»> rapidly j’<vu*hed tlie 
valky of the ( 'i7S(‘. ( 'oiiflagi'a-t ions s(M*n during 

th<‘ night, an<l th<* noise of explosions, showed 
that tlu' caieiny wt*re d<‘st roying stores they 
could not iMsnove. 

August 1 saw an im[)orta,nt arlvance of 
-Mangin’s troo[)s. British, k'rcaich, am I Anuiri- 
cans joined in the inovenuait- by whi<‘h iiufiort- 
ant gains wc're nnuk^ mirth of th<i Ourcq, in 
front fit (Jrand Ko/.oy ; Ikaigmaix, (h*amoiselle, 
a-Tid ('rarnaille being takf^n, an<l south of tho 
latter Kapf^rk^ and Saponay ; also (lOO prisoners 
v/'cre captured. A littk^ farther to tho north, 
on tho ( Jiateau-Thi^^rry road, Taux was 
seizcfl, and th<i general line was advanccfL 

238 — .‘I 
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f I'rcm h (tffu iul fAiotoi'ju fAi . 

AMRKIGANS lIAlJMNi; A BUS GUN ON 
A NHWLY-MAnE KAILWAY. 

c'omuK't up h<‘t Ktui^rn'cix IIh* 

^rouiul ill front of I Inrtciuios nnd Tjuix. South 
of till' Ourcp He INIitrv pusluMl oii l)o\'outl th<* 
^louiiioro wood to < Joussaiucoui t lUid ( ’ouloujjjos, 
and ri'arluMl the southern portion of tin* wood 
in front of \"eziily Still farther to tlie eavst 
pr(\i*[i\'ss w ais ma<h' in fi’ont of Konu'jjjny und a* 
inili^ north of \'iIlt*-en-Yard<Miois. 

On tlu^ ('xtreine lt‘ft of tlu> Allied line the 
(J(.‘nnans still held out ti) protect the line of 
the Aisia*, hut more to the south t h(‘ ^eiuT.vl 
julvaiuM? was wheelinu: up an<l pressing lla^ 
(h'rnums all alon^ and ])iiek to tlu‘ north. Yhc^ 
geneml line of the .Allies was now ti to 7 miles 
in front of the AFarne, from which the enemy 
liad bei'ii (‘omplettdy driven. 

"J'lie adx'aniee had not been madt> without 
seven' h^htin^, mon' espisaally in the centre 
I)i*t wet'll Ser ingt's and ("ier^e, wlit'i't' the 
Anu'ricans wt'rt' opposeil by IFavjirians, Prus- 
sian Guards, aiul »Ia,m*rs, but still the prog:ress 
was steady, antt it Wiis bt*eominfj: jilaiin that the 
resisting power of the (lerinaiis wa.s steadily 


decreasing. The general line they now held 
ran from the valley of the Criso in the north 
along the crests of the plateau to the north- 
west of Fere, and to the southern edge of the 
forest of Nesles by Sergy and Koneheres to the 
hill of Sainte-Gemme, and then up by Vill<<- 
t'li-'^J'anh'iiois. thus leaving a somo\^ hat pro- 
noiinci*d salient at Stiiute-Gc'mmo, of very cut- 
up ground, and in many plae(*s eov'ered with 
wooil. This sali<‘nt s(*emed to indi<*ate that 
tlu' G<*rman Supreme' Command had not yet 
given up eompU'tely all ideal of a further 
advance', be'cause it is plain that to keep this 
point projecting out^ and liable to attack on all 
siiles was wrong, unless it was intende<l to 
advanet'. from it. Put notxs ithstaialing this 
apparent eont radict i«)n, it was jihiin in fact 
tliat tlu‘ ofh'nsiie spirit was dying out of the 
Gi'rman Army, am I the next hav days was to 
se<^ a 1 ‘omplete abandonment of any furtlua* 
oftensivt' idt'a. towards the south. Th<^ number 
of prisomu’s tak(*n by t lu' Allies on tlu^ batth^ 
front of t h(* Marne and (’hanijiagne from 
.Inly lo to duly ‘II was .‘{d,lht>, of whom (>74 
w <*!•<' olhi'C'rs. 

Soissons had now (August 2) to b(' captured. 
Gt'uc'ral Xdlh'inont's brigade of Clmsseurs-a- 
Pieil brok»‘ through t h(' ( h'rman lines at 

Meri'in, two mih's w(‘st of thi^ town, and drove 
back I he garrison, alt hough, tlu'y weie aklt'd by a. 
eonsidi'iable artill(*ry foi*ce. !>y four i^’cloek 
AF<*reiii was capturi‘d, and the Chassi'urs then 
advancM'd through the suburbs of St. Jt'aji and 
St. Christo|>he ajid took possession of t hi' 
ruined tow n w hich had bi't n si't on fire 
in many places, while the ( Jerm*ins made 
a last but \ain atti'inpt to hold a position in the 
Faubourg St. Yaast , on tlu^ north of t ht^ river, 
'riie Chasseurs, following up the retreating 
Germans, rt'a<*h<‘d the villagt^ of Cullies, ii})out 
two miles up I lu' Soissons — Folenibray road. 
Two hours latt'r Geia'ral ATangin was able to 
telephone to I'aris the ik^ws of a. complete 
victory. His trotips had established them- 
si'lves in the town, and th(' bulk were then 
moving on eastward. TIk* taking of Sois.sons 
was a most important gain. It gavt^ to the 
French the power of t ransh'ri^nci? to the 
northern bank of th(' Aisne, interru[)ted the 
railway lines running to Reims, remk^red 
iiugatiay the connc'ction made l)ctween the 
north and south lines on the banks of the 
Aisne betwi'cn Alissy and Sc'rmoiso, and 
fumed the whole of tlio German positions on 
that river. Alri'udy to the south of tho 
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Oiiroq the })re.s.sure on the Cernuins hud become 
Hovere, and now tlie upper portion of their 
right flank was thivat(*ned by the 1 0th French 
Army. 

Tile ground ov^er u hicii tlie a«lvaiiee had ben u 
made on t lie southern bank of the Aisiie nt'ar* 
Soissons was very ditlii*ult. and tlie long-range 
guns from th<^ northern hank of t lu‘ river wcM*t^ 
able to bring fire to bear on tht' flank of our 
troops’ ativanee eastwartl fi*om the town, and 
thus if was tluif until the advanc(* of tlu* niort^ 
southern tiortions of tlu^ Allied line began 


from the Marne, and they w(»ro eompolled to 
retreat to tlu‘ i‘ivt‘r, tluai Alangin’s forwanl 
movement, with the <*a.ptur(* of Soissotis and 
lhizaiu\\' an<l the progression b<*voinl, pinclKsl off 
still more ot the territory \\'hi<*h t h4’i (hu’nians 
held and diniinish<'d the nuMitx'r of passages 
ovtu- th<‘ riv(‘r, and therefore n‘nd<‘i*ed a retreat 
st.ill more' n(*c*e‘ssa r\'. 

lly the' t'vt'ning of August I, the pe^isitiou 
wliit'h has hc'i'fi indieated was plainly' a very 
thn'atf'iiiiig one* to the (haMuan right, and hi'ueo 
it was that the'y appai-tait ly gave up all intention 
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to bring pressure^ on the (Germans and 
coinpi'l tht^ troops in the* angh' betwt'efi l)t‘- 
goutte and Mangin to I’etire, tlie latter was 
not in a ])osition to bring a flank attack to 
bear against tlu' (lerinans south of Soissons. 
W'h 'fi they had to fall back t hey left 
the town an easy pn^y to the Frt'iieh 
adv^ance. Generally, it may bt^ said that tlu^ 
forwfird movem<‘nt of tlu^ armies of Iferthi'lot, 
Oe ^litry, Dt'goutte and the right flank of 
Mangin north <if the Oure(| was constantly 
narrowing the grouiul w’liif*h the Germans 
eould occupy, and when at thc^ end of July this 
movement had pressed the fh'rrnans wx^II bac*k 


of a fin-ther 4)tfensi\'e and abanrioned Soissons 
the next <lay. <h‘n(‘ra,l Majigin’s left flank 
thc*n swejit U() the va.lley 4)f tlu’ (Vise, and 
during tia* night on to the high ground to the 
east of it, and witfi t lu‘ flritish divisions and 
his own froo/rs )J^^ continue<| the a<lvanee 
eastw'ard. Ilegoutfe pushed towards h’isnavs 
up t h(* valley of the Grillon, w hile !>(* Mitry 
anti Hertht‘lt>t, advancing t)\'(‘r the* road from 
Dormans to Kt'iins, thn'attaa^d \dlle-en I’ar- 
denois anti flit? gnaind t(j the west t)f Keims. 
h'aii her St a if h, tht' Doh^ road was r#*ached, and 
the Krtaieh wt'i't; well up t h(^ vallt*y of tlu' 
Orillt)n beyttnti (’tiiiltaiges. I^^irther c-ast, tlio 
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/ino of Vo/, illy — Lhory whs roaoiiod, vvliile to 
the east f>f tlioso points Guoux an«l Thillois 
were attained, and thus the Vesle in the neif^h- 
hourliood of Rcm'iiis was reacdied. 

'fho fighting of the two J^ritisii tUvisions, 
the 151h and 34th, is worthy of more detailed 
acreount, for it was some of th<i hardest that 
had takeai plaee in tlie war. Our troops went 
forward on July 28, when they formofl a flank 
guard to tlio French attacking the Oeriuan liiui 
more to the south, '^rhey advanced on Buzaney 
and t he high ground beyoinl it, and by midday 
the front line of the* Scuittisli Division was 
through the village, and a number of prisoners 
w'ere taken. The position was by no means an 
e^isy one to hold, for the high ground on the 
Aisne enabled the Oerman long-range guns to 
bring an enfilade fire to boar on the village ; 
it w'as found impossible to hokl it, and our 
troops wore therefore, compelled to fall back. 
The French on their right reached a position 
which was very st rongly held by machine guns, 
and were unable to advance. The Scottish 
troops, therefore, w'ho had taken the village, 
were compelled to abandon it, and take up a 
defensive position on its w'osterii outskirts, 
hut. the next <hiy they went on again an<l com- 
plt»ted the eom|uest of the enemy’s works. 
They were continuously engaged, and on 


August 1 carried the <lominating country 
betwec^ii the Aisne and the Oiircq. Their 
conduct gave rise to the following “ Order 
of the Day ” addressed to them by Oeneral 
IVIangin : 

Vou came into the battle at its fiercest 
moment. I’ho enemy, defeated the first time, 
brought up against us his best divisions in 
numbers suxierior to our own. You continued 
to advance, foot after foot, in spite of his bitter 
resistance, and you held on to the conquered 
groun^ notwithstanding the violence of his 
counter-attacks. Then, on August 1, side by 
side with your French colleagues, you carried 
the height dominating the country between 
the Aisne and the Oureq, which the defenders 
had been ordered to hold at all costs. Having 
faik^l in his attempts to retake the lnught 
W'ith his last reserves, the enemy was ctirnpelk^d 
to retreat, pui-sut^d and harassed for a dist.am‘.e 
of seven miles. All you Knglish and 8c*ottish 
t roops, both the young soldiei’s and the victors 
of Flanders and Palestine, have shown the 
inagnifieent qualities of your race, namely, 
in<lomitable eourage and tenacity. You have 
won the admiration of your brothers-in-anns. 
Your country will b(‘ pioud of you, for to you 
and to your i‘ommanders is due iii large measure 
tli<' victory which w(' have jusl. gained against 
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iho burharous eneinios of all j>ooples. 

I am happy to havo you uiidor my cjommantl, 
and 1 thank you.” 

On August still luoro j)rogn‘ss was ina<h?, 
and by o veiling the line of the* Aisii(‘ and of tlie 
Vesle as far as Fisnies was reached, tin* 
Americans facing tin? last-named point. To the 
oast of Fisrnos the Allied trooj)s w(mo on the 
high ground which dominated t-lio riv^er, wliik^ 
their outposts were })ushed on down to the 
southern bank. In 24 hours the Fi-eneh laul 
advanced over more tlian six miles, and 
ndaken 50 villages from the Gormans. 

North of the Vesle, <*lose to Fismes, tln^ 
Cia*mans had thrown up a strong position 
which was hold by two «hvisions 

On tho next day, AugJist 4, the Allies 
threw throo bridges and soeurc'd them witli 
bridgeheacls, at ha Gratige Farm, above 
tho town of 13raine, at Lo Venteux Farm, 
east of Fismes, and a few miU^s farth('r east 
at Jonchery. 

Tho Americans moved forward against 
Fismes ; they had to wad<‘ across the Vesle 
west of the town under machine-gun fire from 
the heights above tho river and of artillery fire 
from the heights higher up. A direct attack 
was also made on the town itself, and hero the 
Germans fought with considerable bsnacity 


until the outflanking me\'ement of the Ameri- 
cans, whi(*h brought them down against tho 
northei'ri sitk^ of th(‘ roads heading northwards 
from Fismes, threat <'n<‘<l tlu' (‘apture of the 
whole gai’rison ; and wIh'H t he G(>r !rians a|>pro- 
eiale<l this they broke l)a(*k in disorder, and 
as t hi»y tied from the town towards ilio Veslo 
they wi^vr playt'd \ipon by mnehiia^ guns, and 
lost, heavily. 4'his little town was not eorn- 
pletc'ly taken until tlie nc^xt tlay, foi* her<‘ and 
t Im'i c? .small posts still held out. 

Oil tho w'i‘st. of Kerims the Vesle was also 
reached, aial in spib^ of a liv^t'Iy n\sistan(‘o 
parties maiiaged to irross the rivea* hi'tw'i'cn 
Muizon and (’hampigny, w'liile moii^ to th(' 
noi-th our line was taktai on to th() outskirts 
of La N(‘uvillett<*. 

Oil this ilate the Germans also eom 
meneed to retreat in the Montdidier rc^gion 
behind tlio Avi'c and on tla; British froiib behind 
the .*\ncrtj on ])oth sides of Allx^rt. w(a*<^ 

both jMJsitioris f*aIc;ulatcHl to favour an offensive 
from th(*m, w4heh shows that the ligliting on 
tlwi Marram ha<l begun tfi take c*rfcH*t on the whole 
German line. Th(i withdrawal to the right bank 
of the .Vvro betwt'fai Montdidia* and Moreiiil 
wais on a front of ten miles. 'The French lu ld 
Tfai’gicoiirt ancl Braeh<*s, and were in thf‘ out- 
skirts of Courtcmanche. On tin* British front. 
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in retirinj^ Ik'IuikI tho Ancre, tho Germans had 
sin ren(l<‘re(i (he villnpes of ilaim^l, north of 
Albert, aiul Dernaneourt, south of it. 

On the M'lnie thi' rate of progress on this 
day wa-s |v'eoini»ig slower, '^J'hi> vvoa-ther wa.s 
bail, 'riit' ti'oo’is were tired with their tremen- 
dous exin’tions, anci tho dilTiculty of moxemtait 
along tho nnids neeessarily diTninishiMl 

the rate of advanei*. It was evident that the 
enemy had not i-onipletely given up the idea of 
standing between the Vesh? aral t)i<’ Aisne, 
because lie had artillery in jiosition on (he 
watersheil hetweiai the two rivi'rs. He was 
also in a more favamrable jiosition for opoosing 
the advance* of (he Allies. Ilis line was now 
much shortened by giving up the extcjision (o 
Soissons, and therefore eatiahle of gr<*ater 
resistance. Hut there was still the disadvantage* 
of tho Kri'nch hoMing the passage of the river 
at S(. N'aast an<l also farther west at Pommiei's, 
and h(*nci' tin* right, flank of the enemy’s 
ftirei’s was still expos(*d to attack. NTor could 
the position betwiH'ii tlu^ Veslc and the Aisne 
b<* looked upon as a very advantag(*ous one. It 
liatl very little depth, and the Aisne, while 
forming a good obstacle to a frontal attack, 
was an extremely bad onci to have behind a 
tlofensivo line, ))eing diflicult to cross except 
at the bridges, which would be under lire from 


the French guns when th(*y had won tin* wat(*r- 
shed. On the whole, ther(*fore, it was fairly 
evident that- it would b(* prudi'iit- for tin* 
Germans to r(*tire to tlc'ir old ]>osi(ion on tin* 
Chtanin'd(*s-l)ami‘s. From then^ they W(n*t' 
still in a position ti) thn*aten Keims, as t.h(*ir 
line turneil southwards towards ]h*rry-au- 
aial Xogent r Abbi*ss(*. 

Believing that their succ(*ssful advance w^a.s 
a certa.mty, they had accumulated huge niass<\s 
of stores and ammunition <|uite closi* up to (he 
front. So gn*a.t was the number of shells that 
an Amc*rican oflicer «lecla.red that it se(*med 
impossibh^ for any army to have lia.d tlie 
number th(^ (Jermans had abandoned in their 
retiremt*nt. A good deal of th(*se were now 
falling into the hands of the Allies, and were 
used against tht* enemy, still more w(*re being 
<lestroyed hy the Germans themselves. lOx- 
jilosions of ammunition dum])s ami burnings 
of stores weie daily and nightly visible. 

The Germans had now begun to admit that 
they were falling liack “ according to plan,’* 
but in the DeKfoche Taffezcit'tn'j, oornmonting on 
th'i beginning of the fifth year of war. Count 
U(*ventlow w rote that it was “ marked in the 
Germ in press by reflections showing an act of 
deepivst resignation arul melancholy and oven 
of protest. Tho trait of defeatism wdiich in these 
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Jays rims through German fmblio life has a 
pronouncethy weakening effect, an<l tlie more 
so beeauso in those wlio are affected by it an 
underlying eonvietion may pereeiveti, or is 
even expressly stateil.” The Colo*jae (razffic\ 
at the end of <bily, reniarkt‘d tliat ‘'a true 
offensiv(‘ spirit against our enemies is baking 
at homt'. In (his connection tie ‘re is no more 
instructive com[)arisoti than that of our a.r<*h- 
♦ in*iny — (3rt‘al Britain; for Britain's tionai 
front has no Ioo])lioles a.nd no weak spots On 
all [)<»ints of rt'al vital importan<*e to (ircat 
Britain no party and no class will make any 
concessions in our fav<)ur.’' 

'rhcr‘(‘ can b(‘ no doubt that b\' this time 
the enemy was in a (k‘pit'ss(‘d fram(‘ t»f mind. 
The pta-petual ass(‘rt ion of victories whi<*h 
had not- gained ; of ])risont‘rs who hatl 

not- been taken ; which statc'incaits the troops 
t hein.selvf's kne^^ to be w itluait foundation, 
were b(‘ginning to have their t'ffect. 'Pla* per- 
p<‘tua.l pi»mises tluit tlu^ submarines \\en‘ g<»ing 
to (aid tlit^ war w(*re also fouial to Ix' untrin‘> 
and the (ierman soldiers wen' Ix'ginning to 
appreciate* r(*a.l fa.cts. A letl<*r u ritten liy a- man 
in a t n'lic- h-mort ar* conipa.n;s', da.t<*d July 21, 
sh(.A\’s tliat even th(*n thc^ situation v. a.s pn'tty 
ac(mra.tely judged. It ran as follows : “ ^^^u 

will be* l>ack in lla* thick of tlx* mist now. 
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Shirk it as much as you can ; don’t stupid ; 
wn an* risking our lives for the bigwigs. Our 
rc'giment is nea.rl\' wipeel out, but \\(? dieliTt 
push on ver\' tar. 'This war is Ix'coming the 
gn*a.t(*st massacre that t*\'er was. \\ha.t is 
going to happen 1 don't know. G(*rmany is 
slowly crumbling t<» jiieeM's." 

At tlx* t'ud e»t July if wan otlicially state'el by 
tlx* (li'i-mans that t he\ had taken sinet' Jul>' In 
more than pi i^^oneis. It was plain and 

palpabk‘ that thi-> et»uM not b<* true. bc‘cau^e, 
<*NC(‘pt on the tiisa da\- of tlx* tight ing, tlx* 
(Jt‘rnians were ab.x<»lut i‘l\ unsue*ee‘.ssfuh and 
unsucce-ssf ul trovps do n<a reap laige* eajiture's. 
This come*s out eiiiile- ele*arly from the* state* 
nx*nts of Lne le'ue le irt f and H iix ie*nburg. f]\e‘n 
l>ixlt*neloi l‘f. on August 2, was e onst raine‘d to 
aiehnit that, tlx* (a‘rinan sfrate‘gi<* offe*nsi\i' 
plan hael ne*t sue*e*e*e‘e!('d. “ Its re'sult Wiis 
limite'd to ai taietii'al sue*ce‘ss. Tlx* e'ne*m\ 
exaule'el us i>n .luly la, atixl we* there*upon, ae-' 
(*arly as the* e'Veaiing eaf .lul\ lt», broke* off 
ope*rcit ions. It is adways emr e*neieai voui- to ste)p 
an une |e*rt a king as seieai ais the* i’e*sult is ixit 
weuth flu* ce>st, be'cause* I (*e>nsieler if eine* eif my 
priix'ipad diitie's tei spare* the* bloeiel and tlx-* 
stl'C'ligth e)f eair se>ldie*rs.'' 

Kie*ld Alarsha I Hiiielenburg e>n the* saiitx* elates 
saiiel : ‘‘Our treieaps ha\’e* ae*cust onx'e I t lx*m 
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selve*^ to the Americans just as quickly as the 
black Frenchmen. They had to leave many of 
their own men strewn in front of our positions, 
whereas we were economical with our soldiers. 



RUINS OF SOISSONS CATHEDRAL. 
This circumstance and supx>ly considerations 
decide our moasxires. Wo transferred the 
fighting to more favourable ground in ordei* 
to facilitate the fighting an<l vital condition 
of our troops by better supplies.” 

Field -Mai*shal Haig’s Special Order of the 
day, dated August 4, the aiiiiiversary of our 
entry into the War, was a far more accurate 
summation of the situation than any of the 
Oerrnan statements : — 

” The conclusion of the fourth year of the war 
marks the passing of a period of crisis. We can 
now with added confidence look forwanl to t he 
•future. The Hovolutioii in Russia set free large 
hostile forces on the Kastern front, which weri^ 
transferred to the West. It was the enemy’s 
intention to use his great numbers thus createtl to 
gain a decisive victory before the arrival of Amer- 
ican troops should give suj>eriority to the Allies. 

“ The enemy has ma<le his effort to obtain a 
decision on the Western front, and has failed. 
The steady stream of American troops arriving 
in Franco has already restored the balance. The 
enemy’s first and most powerful blows fell on 
tJie British ; his su])eriority of force was nearly 
throe to one. Although he succeeded in press- 
ing back parts of the fronts attacked, the 
British line remained unbroken. After many 
days of heroic fighting, the glory of which will 
live for all time in the history of our race, the 
enemy was held. 


“ At the end of four years of war the magnifi- 
cent fighting qualities and spirit of our troops 
remain of the highest order. I thank them for the 
devoted bravery^ and unshaken resolution with 
which they responded to my appeal at the height 
of the struggle, and I know that they will show 
a like stodfastness and courage in whatever 
task they may yet be called upon to perform.” 

On August 5 the Germans admitted that 
their rear guards, in accordance with orders, 
had withdrawn to the north bank of the Vesle, 
and along the whole of the front from Soissons 
they continued to fall back. The weather ha<l 
liirnod execrable and the Vesle itself was in 
flood. F rom this day the position that both sitles 
oc^cupied from Soissons to Reims may be con- 
sid€^rt*d as fairly settled. There was now a eom- 
parativo lull in this part of the theatre of war. 

f3n August 0 General Foch was created a 
Marshal of Fiance, a promotion which he had 
must certainly earned by liis masterly conduct 
of the war since the date on which he first 
took over the supreme direction. 

The following telegram, dated August 7, was 
sent, to Marshal Foch, (!?oinmanding-in-Chief 
Allied Forces, by Field-Marshal Sir Douglas 
Haig 

“ Please allow me, my dear Mareeliah on my 
own behalf and that of all ranks of the British 
Armies under my command, to send you our 
very heartiest congratulatiiins on your attaining 
to the highest military rank. It is a fitting 
recognition of your magnificent work for the 
Allies ever sine.o the coinmoncement of the war, 
now so gloriously erowned by this second 
victory of tlio Marne. 

‘‘ It is especially ]ileasiiig to me, personally, 
who have been associated so intimately and so 
continuously with you ever since October, 1914, 
to bo able to congratulate you to-day on this 
great distinction which w'e all take to be a 
happy augury for the future.” 

On August 7, between Braino and Fisines, 
French an<l American troops crossed the 
river and established positions on the northern 
bank which they held against two determined 
attacks made liy the enemy. German attacks 
between the Oise and the Aisiio between Vailly 
and Tracy -le-Val were repulsed. To the north 
of Reims, the French advanctxl again between 
the Rcthel anti Laoii railways, an<l concpiered 
some ground. 

Returning to the region of the Somme, and 
to the north of it: on July 23, on the line of 
the Avro, the French attacked at a point some 
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seven miles north of Mon td idler on a front of 
about four miles, and took the villages of 
Mailly-Raineval, Saiivillers and Aubvillei-s. 
These three villages had b#en in the possession 
of the enemy ever since the offensive at the end 
of March. The main object of the attack was 
the big plateau of Sauvillers, which, when 
gained, commanded the ground towards the 
river. Aiibvillors and Mailly-Raineval formed, 
as it were, two flank guards to tho central 
part of tho position. It was strongly fortified 
with an almost coiitin lions line of trenches 
<M)vered by numerous inachino-guns nests in 
the woods, while in the villages themselves 


of July 26, and the Germans were cleared off 
the high ground back to the valley of the Avro. 

It had always }>cen tlu» object of the Allies 
to stop the Gorman advance on the western 
side of the Avro, and this new attaek effec- 
tually put an end to any hostile effoi’ts in 
this iliroctioii, as it esfablishoil the Freneh 
firmly on the western bank of the Avit» in 
a position which greatly supjiorted tho lino 
of trenches <lown tliat river and prob^eted 
tho flank against an aftaek over tho Dorns 
brook between the Avre and Mont(lidit?r. 
It "was a successful opt'ration, an<l i‘esulted 
in tho taking of 1,850 prisoners, ineluding 52 
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th^ cellars had been improved iido strong 
poii.'ts of resistance. '^Idu^ atta(*k was [>n5- 
codor' by liritisli tanks, which did very useful 
work tSiid <lisposed of a largt' nuinher of machine^- 
gun pi:^sit.ions. The assault was a e.ompleti^ 
sur|jriso‘ to the enemy, and ho did not })egin 
a counter-fire of artillciry till it had been 
some time in progress, witli the result that it 
inflict<*d very litth' damage on the troops 
engaged. The result of this action was that 
the centre of the German line on tho western 
side of the Avre was penetrated, and thus 
their trciops on the north were sc‘pa rated from 
those on the south of the French ingress. West 
of Merisel a woo<l was occupied on the morning 


oHic'ers, amf>ng wlioin were four battalion ej)m- 
manders, in ad<lition to whieh fiiiii* 77 mm. 
guns, 45 trench mortars, aial ‘100 maeliiiii*-guns 
w<*re captured. Ida? Frf*neli losses were only 
alaait one-tent li of the number of prisoners 
they took. 

On the next day Hrilish t rf>ops earried ou,^ 
a sijcc*essful raid jjcNvr Hucepjoy, iinMway be- 
tw'<*en Arras and Albert, eajitnring IS prisoners, 
aixl a ft;w more wt'rt* taken by another rai<liiig 
party iK>rth-west of th«^ lalt(*r point. 

There was also a considerublo liveliness at 
the iiortliern end of our lino in the Scherpeti- 
berg area about this dat(% where tho Germans 
indulged in a corisitlerablo amount of artillery 
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to ^^hi<•h wt* n^pliod with o((U{iI vi|j;onr. A 
similar art ion orrnrnMl on our side' of tho 
J^ys in t ljr Ik'd lima* a-rra. a.nd to the* south of it. 

'I'lie* ceinnl ry rounel H<*hut(a*ne^ \va.s alsej suh- 
je‘e*te‘d to ronside'rahle* homhanlnie*nt , tei whie.*h 
We) re*)>li(*d, atiei the* Ne*\\ Ze*a.lan(le*rs on duly 25 
puslie'd the*ir line* farthe*r feuweird uneU'r its 
<*ove*r. The* ( h)rma.n trenips in tlie* front line* e»n 
thew\ne*re*, anel alse) at A\’e*luy weieal, ne'ar All>e‘rt , 
\\hi*r<* the*y vve‘re* em low ^rouiieh hael suffrre'el 
>j[re*atly from the; a.rtille*rv tire*. Tlie; wood was 
take*!!. Apiinst \'ille‘rs- fh*e‘te)nne*ux the*e*n<*my 
indiil^e'el in a se‘vc*re' ^a.s l>om)>a.relme‘nt . hut 
our treiops we*ro pre*pare*d for it a.nel sutfe*re*el 
nothing mue*h me>ri* than ine*on\'e.*ni(*ne*e*. 

On July 2<) the* < ;e*rma.ns attai*ke‘d oeir posi- 
tions aheait H e'*hute rue*, and also in tlic* Kle*tre*- 
Me;te*ri*n are*a, hut eiii hot h oe*e*a.si<»ns were* 
elrive*n hark afte*!* sharp lij^htinj^, as also wore* 
raiels titte*mpte‘d a.^ainst our posts in Ave*luy 
weieulanel at Vie‘ux-lk*rejuin. Tlie* att a.e*lv a.t tliis 
point was e)f a more) se*rious e*!iarae*t e*r I hail tlie_) 
otht*rs. It was pn*e*celt*d h\' a lu'avy heauharel- 
me‘nt, and fe>llowe‘d liy an infantry assault, 
e*xe'(*ute*el liy six i*onipanie*s, two furnishe*d hy 
<*ae*h e)f three* elilTe*ivnt l•e‘^ime‘nts eif the* 12th 
(Je*rman l)i\isieai. The*ii* id<*a was appa!*t*ntly 
te> r<*ae*h anel heilel the* line) of reiael send h-w'e*st eif 
Metrre*!! teiwarels St i aze*e*le*, preil>ably as a 
jumpin^-otf point fen* a fartlie*!* aelvane/e* ; Imi it 
was renn])k'te*ly unsuef*e*ssful, exo(*pt at eiiu) pehnt , 
whe*!*!* t hey sue*t*e*eHle'el in pe*ne»t rating tlie* line, only 
to he* turne*el end at one;*e* hy a count cn*-attaek. 


'The* harassing fire* e.)f enn* artille*ry in the* 
Vpre's peirlion e>f our line* inflie/te'el ceinsieleralile* 
le>ss eni the* (Je*rnuins. d'he'ii* tre>e)ps liael te> lie*, 
out in the* e)})e‘n fie*lds he‘fe)re; Me*te‘re*n, anel uot 
veery little) e.'ovcr ; me)re‘e)ve*r, the* he‘a\ v rains hael 
se‘rie>usly arfe*e*te*d the*m. He*f we'e*n t lie* e jise*omfe»rt> 
anel the; e*asualt ie‘s, a. (*e>nsie le*rahle; mof*a.l e*fTe*e*t 
hael he*e*n e*]*e*afe*d on the* (le*rman infa.ntry. 

On July 27 there* was a ce'rtain ainenint eif i*aiel- 
ing ae‘ti\ity n(*ar Alhe*rt, Arra.s, anel Le*ns, and 
e>n tiuly 2S aheiut .Xi-ras, ljOe*re*, anel (Jive*ne*hy. 

k]arly em the* morning eif July 2h the* (k'rmans 
miele* ane)the*r ae|\a.ne*e* in the; ne*ighhe>urJie>od 
of Meirlane'ourt hi*twe*e*n the* Somme* and the; 
Aiie-re*. It will he* re*me)mhe*re*d that frenn e*arly 
in May eiur treieeps had })e*e‘n e*emsta.ntly pusliing 
on aiiel thrusting hae*k the* (h‘rmans fre>m fhe*ir 
ch)se* proximity 1e) Amie*ns. X'aire; W’eieiel a.nel 
the* village* eif Hame*l hael he*e*n take*n south e>f 
the* Sennme) a.nd noi’t h o\' the* riwr the) \'illag< s 
e>f Tre*ux anel N'ille* -seius-t N irhie*. hael l)(*e‘n 
t*a.pt iire'el. Jdie*se little) a.f'fairs hael varie*el frenn 
me»re* raids tee i)pe*i*atiems eif some* magnitueh*, 
anel neiw tho e)hje*e*t weis to gain the* high gremnel 
senith e)f Men*lane*e)urt , wiit*re* the> ne*i*man 
Jine*s ra.n over the) rielge* ae*i‘e>ss the) Oorhie*- 
Hray roeul. Two sue*e*e*ssiv e* line*s we*re^ e*aptui*e*e I, 
14:i prisemeus and .‘hi mae*hine*-guns we*re) take*n. 
'riio wheik) eloptli aelvane*e‘d was 500 ya.rels 
alemg a freint of e)ve*r tvve> mile)s : \ery little) 
oppejsitiem was made) hy the Oe*rmans. J’his 
gain stre*ngt hence i the) peisltiein anel maelei 
another ohstaclo tp an aelvane*e on Amieens. 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


On the saint' date the Canadians carried (3iit 
tAVo sueeessfni raids, one on the nortli and tlio 
other on the soutli side ( hivrelle, north-east, 
ot Arras. Thret' count er-at t aeks were easily 
beaten off. Shortly aftt'r midnight |.>atrols 
from tlic’! Anst!‘alian Kiist Division enltMt‘<! tlie 
eiHMny's positions about ^Icrris. east of Haze- 
brou(*k. The vilhi^e was suiTounde<l aiul 
capiurt'd and H>1) prison<*rs and a nunibt'r of 
ln*neJi mortars a.n<l ma-chini'-^^uns taktai. 

DminjT J\ily .‘tl liost ile ait illeiy ilevcioped a 
lively lireapiinst Mtai-is in tlu‘ Kemmel st‘ctor ; 
otluawise the!<‘ was nothing of iinpt>it ance. 

'riu*re was still a ^ood deal <d’ minor ti^htin^ 
on tlu» noi’th of t h(‘ Somme towa!‘<ls ^'pI•<*s, and 
on August ‘5 oui‘ pat rols in t h(‘ iu‘ighbourhood of 
All)ei1 made fmther prugi-ess, and the greater 
pail of thc‘ grtaind pr('\ iously held }>y the 
<*ni‘my west of tlie Anere rixta* was captured 
by us. A hostile raid against our liia‘ sout h i‘ast 
of llebutcMiie was eomplett'Iy n‘pulstHl. 

Hy Sunday moi*ning (August 4) (air patrols 
had reaelu‘d th(‘ riv(‘r Ancr(‘ Ix'twiMai Dernan- 
eourt and Hamel, and a hostile' raid to t lu* sout h 
of Arras was drixiai back without furthia* loss, 
d'he lesult of this constant haiassing (»f the 
(Jennan front h'd to an important r(‘sult, for, 
on August 4, as already na'iitioned, t he ( lermans 
abandoiK'd tiu'ir front line |)ositions on th(‘ 


Anere section of thi‘ British fi'ont, ov«'r a 
length of 1 2 miles fi’om Bt'amnont -Hamel to 
I )ernaneourt . 'riu' ri'treat i‘xt('ndt'd to a. di'pth 
varying from I miles to 2 miles, tiaaigh oeea- 
sionally it was d(M‘per, and it show (‘d tliat in tliis 
portion of tlu‘ front the ( luany had gi\('n up 
all idea of a furtlaM- advance' tow*ai'ds Amiens. 

'The' offensive' of the* »'nd of March had not 
(‘iiabie'd the' (Ji'iinans to push aeros.'^ the' Anere^ 
and up ihe'we'stein ^^lopes to the' high greaind, 
whie'li, inde'e'd, the'y had re'ache'el at ve'iy fe'W' 
points, be'ing delinitely held from llehuterne^ 
to ba Signy f'arm. and the'v we'ie* thu-^ prewe'iite'd 
from oe-e-upying tlu' eleaoinatmg hill south we'st 
e»f the latteM' point. 'The'y we'ie' aUo tlaust back 
at Auelionv ille'rs, though they manage'el to 
cling to the' eastern e'dgt' of file* plate'au ni'ar 
Be'aumont I lame'l , and also by Mc'^nil to the 
ne»rthe'rn rim of Avohiv Wood. 'The* position 
t he'v hi'ld was an unla vourable' one'. 'Thi'v 
liael no eeanmanel e»f \ ie'w we'stward, and the* 
swamps of the' river valle'v lay imme'diate'ly 
bc'liind the'ir backs. Similarly, tei the' east of 
Bouzineourt, the'y we'ie be'ale*n back, and only 
re'taine'd a t)re'eariou.^ footing on the^ easte'rn 
e'dge* of the' summit. 'The' position w’a,s too 
dange'i'eais to be' adlu're'd te) unle'ss the'y made* 
flirt he'r progre'ss ; hut as the' continual pre^ssure^ 
e'xercise'd by the* British troops against them 
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prevoritecl this, they made the best of a bad 
job. and now retreated fr*oni tlieir front line, 
wliieli \va>{ fully exposed to our artillery 
attack, and was also severely dealt with by our 
aeroplanes. The result of this combined treat- 
naait was that tla^ Clerinan troops scarcely 
♦ lared move by day, and even in the darkness 
had to come by by-paths and winding tracks so 
as to avoid the bombing of the aeroplanes. On 
th(i north side of Albert, above Aveluy, there 
was one place where th(5 only na'ans of access 
W'as a causfwvay across tlui 5()0-yards wide 
marsh of the valK^y bottom. Along this all 
t i-oo{)s and suy)plu^s had to move. Unticasiiigly 
pounded night and <lay, siippla^s and vehicles 
could not tiross at. all, and even the troops had 
tc» run across it at a rayiid y)ace. 

'rh<5 retirement actually began on tlu^ night 
of August 1—2. On that night a patrol of 
Yorkshire troops raiding the enemy’s line found 
it occupio<l only hy [)ione<M‘s who had come up 
t-o destroy th(» dug-outs and otlua* inilitary 
works as soon as tlie infantry had ret ired. 

On August 2 our troo[)s began to iiiovmj for- 
ward, and by the afternoon of August 3 ha<l 
rcuichtnl tho Ancre all along Mk? line aimed at. 
Hert^ and therc^ a few macliine-guns wM^re left., 
>>nt with this <'xe<‘ption the lines w"er<' aban- 
<loned, and the (h*rmans had retired to the 


oast side of tho Ancre from Dernancourt to a 
point near St. Pierre -Oivion 

Altogether, during the month of truly, tho Brit- 
tish captured 4,503 prisonoi-s, including 89 oflic- 
ers, this being tho total along the general front. 

On August 5 we made furtlier small advances 
in the neighbourhood of Nouville-Vitasse, south- 
east of Arras, and also at Pacaut Wood, east of 
liobecq. There was also considerable artillery 
fire along tlio whole front. 

There had not boon much fighting on tho 
northern j)art of the Allied lino, though on 
July 27 and 29 there was some increase of 
artillery fire against tho Belgians, and tho latter 
eapturod some prisoners to tho north of llix- 
mudo and in the Merckein area. 

Tn front of the French on the Avre the 
Gernuans were also retiring, the French follow- 
ing up closely on tlio l eirealing t rooyjs. Strong 
oiitpost lines w<u*e left ; but tho distance to 
whicli the main liinj was taken back w»xs con- 
sitlcrable. 3’he retirement w^as largely due to 
the thrcjatening jiosition the Allies occupied 
on th(‘ lai(*o. 

Tlio way in w^hich our aviators aided the 
advance has been alluded to in tlescaibing the 
operations, but a very imiiortant y)ai‘t of their 
<hities w'as (‘arrying the war into the enemy’s 
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country by long-rango bombing expeditions, 
treating the Germans in tlu‘ way in which they 
treated Kngland and Fiaiieo. W'e only diffia-ed 
from them in one detail — wherc'as for preference 
they selected undefended towi\s or hospital 
areas, we confined our efforts to military 
objectives. Tiie bombardm(*nt of the impoi-tant 
powder factory of Kottweil on July 22 lias 
already been alluded to. On t lu* afternoon of the 
barne day the station at. Offenbnrg was also 
hit, and many long-distance reconnaissaiuM's 
wore e.oinpleted during tin* day. 

The next- day but little flying was possible ow - 
ing to wind and rain, which, as we have sihmi, also 
affected the German ret rc^at from th(^ Glarin'. 

On July 24, in spiti^ of the weather, which, 
however, was not* so had as on the priwions <la.y, 
a considerable amonnt of bomliing was dono 
behind the Gej-man lines. '^Powards ovt'inng it 
cleareil, and there was soira^ sharji fighting in 
the air, in wliieh we accounted for 18 hostile 
machines, witli the loss of only three to our 
selves. Two trains were hit, and thonsaiuls 
of rounds fired from mac*hin(5-guns at various 
targets. All onr night-working ma<*hines r<*- 
turiied in safety. Ouring tlie night ovta* 24 tons 
of bombs w ere drop])iMl on the railways at Vahai - 
oiennes, Seelin, (%)urtrai, and Arment ieies. 

July 25 saw an improvement in the w<‘ath<‘r, 
though tlun’e was still a high wind. X'isihility 
was, liowever, so much imjiroved tliat more 
work could be undertaken. In addition to the* 
usual w^ork closi^ U[» to the Army, t]in*<5 large 
ammunition dnm[)s liehind the front, tlie 
docks at Jh’uges, and miinorous villages useil irs 
billots by the enemy’s troops were bombotJ, 
Jn spite of the fact that the strong w'(*st. wiial 
favoured the enemy, as it enaliliMl him to 
escape from our aviators while thciy bail to 
fly back home against it, 21 of thca'i* inachiiu's 
were dealt with and a hostile balloon was also 
shot down, but on this oceasion wo had to pay 
the penalty with 15 ^)f onr own. After dark 
onr niglit-bombing machines again atltickiMl 
the railway at Courtrai and Stx'lin and droppe<l 
over 300 bombs on rest ijillets. AH f)ur 
machines returned safely, })ut oimj of the 
enemy’s night-flying aeroplanes, whic*h hfid 
attempted to go behind our lines, was brought, 
dow^n. by anti-aircraft fire. The Fr('n<4i also 
w^ere very active on this date. They brouglit 
down seven German machines and droppetl 
ov^er 38 tons of projectiles by day and night 
on railway stations, lines of communication, 
dumps, etc., beliind the front zone of battle. 


During the night of »Fuly 25-26 successful 
attaeks w*ere carrit'd out on the station an<l 
faetory at Pforzheim in Baden (nortli-west of 
Stuttgart), the factory at Baalon, 25 miles 
nort h of Verdun, and the st at ion at OITonhiirg ; 
at t h<‘ latfcM’ ])oint two fires wcr«‘ seen to break 
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out. Pour liostik* a<‘r<»< Iri »mcs wcr<‘ bom bed 
and atta<'k<ul wilb macbinc-gun lire, bt'sidcs 
w bicb t rains, ant i aircraft bat lcrios, and scarcli - 
lights wcii* also lirod upon with the nuu'biuc- 
guns and in sf>itc of ail the ( Icrmaiis could dev 
the whole of our machines I'clurricd uns(‘at)H‘d. 

During the next lw’<> days I ho w'(*a.l her put 
almost an ent ire stop t«> dayliglit opera I ions and 
t.h<*i<* was Imt. small aeti\it\' on ouf part at 
night . 

On July 2S, in spite of low clouds, our air 
na*n did go<»d work. 4'en tons of bombs were, 
dist ribiit «‘( I ovor \ arious military ob jcM't i\'<*s in 
the neighbourhood of Df)uai, Arment ieres, 
Bapaume, and (Jliaulnos. 'riiere was some^ 
fighting in tlm air, in which w«' brougifi. uowji 
nine hostile aeroplanrjs and two balh)ons with 
a cost to ourselves of four only. riio ni^ht 
.saw' our men again at work wit li great energy, 
and various back ai'cus Wi‘r«‘ bombe(|, all <air 
ma<*hiues returning in sahdy. 

On t]»<‘ night of .fuly 2fi-3t) our Independent. 
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Air Foroo attiickiMl tho railway stations at 
Offonburg, Kastatt, unci RacU*n. Stuttgart and 
Sbliugon wcM*<^ also attacked. SoUngcai is a 
stnall town bed wc'on Ivarlsrube and Pforzluain ; 
Hastatt at onc‘ tinic^ a fortitiod town of <*on- 
sidfrabk' strength and Raden arc* r<‘S])<'ct i\ c‘ly 
\',i and 22 mile's soutli of Karlsrnbe. OiTc^nburg 
li< s to the' soutli-wc'st of Stuttgart. 

On tlH> moi-ning c»f duly dt) Oftenburg was 
again attaekc'd and good rc'sults w(*re obtaitiecl. 
'ria? station at Lahr, not far from Strasburg, 
was also bombc'd. On this road thrc'c' enemy 
maebinc's w»'r(‘ c*iashed ami another tlriven 
down out. of control. Only one of our maehinc's 
was tnissing. 

Thc^ work of om* maehiia*s more immc'<liatc‘ly 
in cronnc'xion witli the troops, allhougli some'- 
w))a.t int »‘rfc‘reci with by gi'ound mists and low 
visibility, was \<'ry a<*ti\e on July 21), many 
tons of bombs Ix'ing droppt'd find It (k'i*mfin 
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ncacJnnc's dc'stroyc'd with the.' loss of only tw'o 
to oursc'lves. 

Thc-^ French w’C'rc* as active' as oursc'lves on 
July 2S and 20 and did a good deal of excc'llent 
vvu)rk in the' immc'diatc' ivar of the (Ic'rinan 
forces. 

On the night of July JO-Jl the* rndc'])endent 
Air Forc'e was agtiin active. Stuttgart was 
once' more vdsited and some' two tons of btanbs 
were dropped on tiu' Rosclu* Alagnet o wcirks, 
the Daimler v\’orks, and the railway station, 
where', a fire^ was sec'ii to break out. At H»igonau 
the station and barracks v\ere also bombed 


and a heav y explosion was observed. Rein illy 
junction and two German aerodromes were 
also attacked with bombs and machine-gun tiro. 

At 7.30 a.m. on July 31 <me of our squadrems 
attacked Ccjblenz station. tJouds jirevented 
the observation of results. The station and 
factoric^s at Saarbi’iickc^n also rc'cc'iveci two 
attacks on tliis morning. Our first formation 
was mc‘t by a considerable number of hostile 
scouts before rc'aching their object iv'c. Tn the 
fighting wJiicli t*nsued four of our macliines 
wc'rc' shot down. J'hc\y succc'cded in bombitig 
their objective, but on thc' return journc'y were' 
again hc*a.vily attacked and lost thrc'c more 
mac'hines. Tlie sec-ond attac*k w'as complc^tely 
successful, bursts were olisc'rvc'd in a fac'tory 
ami although attacked by hostile* sc(.)Uts all 
mac'hint^s rcJurnc'd in safety, from which it may 
be dc'duec'd that t hc' Germans had had c'liough 
of ail- lighting w hen th«*y met our first srpiadron. 

On Ihc^ night of July 31 (h‘i-man aerc.>plam*s 
attaekc'd Kom'ii ami Havre*. JJn'rc' wei-c* no 
c-fisiialt ic's at the' lirst town : om* killc*d and four 
slightly injurc'd at tlie st'ccaid. 

An interc'sting detail was rc'vc'ali'fl on this 
day liy two Rritish airmc'u who wi'i-c* foreexi 
to land at N'alkc'iiissc' near \Valc*lier(*n. IJic'y 
wc'i’c* obligc'd to comc' down to c'firth Ix'cause 
the* watc'r-tank of their mac hine was injured by 
a fi-agmc'iit of shrapne*! wIm'Ii thc'v were' at a 
hc'ight of some* 14,01)0 fc'C't. l)Ut they as(*<‘rt4U*m*d 
that the Zc'c'brnggc' (^anal was still complt'tc'ly 
shut off by our sunkc'u ships ami that grc'at 
damage* was done' to the lo(*ks during the* rc'cc'ut 
bomliing. It was also learned tliat a fortniglit 
prc'V'iously s<>nu' of the bombs <lro])p(*d at 
Rriigc's fc'II among 400 (ierman marine's who 
were drilling, clausing a large' numbc*r of 
cusualtie^s, vvJiilc' otlic'rs }>I(‘vn uf) an ammuni- 
tion de*|)6t situatt'd at tlie' land c*nd of Ze*ebrugge* 
Mole*. 

During the* month of July the* numbc*r of 
German machine's destroyc'd or captureul by 
the Rritish airmen or gunne*i-s on the? M'c'stern 
front was 310 ; in addition to w hic*h 30 balloons 
wt're accountc'd for. The Fiench claim 184, 
bc'side's 154 which w^ere* se*eii falling e>ut of 
e*ontrol; also thc'v dt'stroyc'd 49 Gc^rman 
c*aptiv'e ballcions. Of our ac'roplanc's 117 failenl 
te) re'turn to t lieir aerodroim^s. It of which 
lielonged to the* Inde^pc'nde'nt Force'. In addition 
to the' de^finitely asc'c'rtained casualties, 98 
enemy macliine?s v\-ere driv'cm down out of con- 
trol. German balloons te> iht^ number of 48 
were shot down by the Allied fore*es. Against 
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th«*s(‘ .succrs'^i's t)u* Ocnnaiis claim to ]iav(‘ 
accounicvl tOr ‘iir> macliijics and 10 Walloons. 

On th<‘ morninji; of August I a sqianhon 
hclon^in^ to tlic Hi-itisli ljidc|H‘ndcnt Aii' l^'orcc 
started out to l)ond) ( 'olo}i:m\ hut tindinj^ i(< 
cii\ eloped in <*l<aal, turned an<l dropped their 
hoinhs on tlu* factories of Oiircn, lialf way 
})etwe(‘n ('olojLxne a!»d Aix la -( 'liap<‘lle. A tire 
was s<‘cn to break out. All our machines 
return(‘d in safety. A second scpiadi'oii a(- 
tac-ked the railway wjakshops at "Prext-s with 
some success, d’hey were hcax ily attack(‘(| by 
a lai‘^(‘ numbei* of (Jerman nau-liines, of w hi<'h 
they destroyed three, losing ordy one; thus 
the two expeditions W'cjc executed with only 
o*u‘ casualty a^jjainst three inflicted on the 
cntMiiy. ddie (Jciinan account, with its usual 
veracity, r(‘ports that six of oiii- bi^ battle- 
plaraxs were dc'stroy(Ml b\' six nf their- maclrini's 
Ixdort* thi'y dropped any bnnd)s, ainl out ot 
the st'cond squadron one British aer-oplane was 
brought down. Kvidentlx' tlr<‘ (lermarr ol)- 
st‘i‘V'ers had b<‘eu unablt- to see through the 
<*l(>u<ls whi(‘h cox ei-t'd ( 'ologrre fr om orn- nn*n. 
On tin* sanre date the Kiencli dropped s«>mi‘ 
24 tons of bombs on xaiious o))jr‘cti\'(*s bctiirrd 
tile (h‘rnian linr\s, an<l in the enduing night a 
further 10 tons of bonrbs wei-e distributed on 
railway lines, stations, and acrr>dromes. d'hi*se 


r<‘sults were obtained with a loss of only two 
nrachines, while 17 of the errr'tny's wrae irc- 
<*ounl<M| for-. 

'rh<‘ next drry tin- weatlici- was ver-\' uitfrrx oui*- 
able and at night no Hying \\irs possilrh*. 

On August *1 tla- weathr-r- was irgain un- 
pi-opit ioirs, but some work was dora-, aral 
although the rright was very dark, li\<‘ tons w-cre 
dix)pp(‘d by us otr tla- statiotis tif P’i\'<*s, sout It- 
east of bille, and Steenw (-i-ck. 

August 4 atrd a were almo:^t without itrcid«-nt 
irt the air-, but the next day th<*r«* was som<* 
r<c*rudesc<‘rrcr‘ and 21 tons of bombs w'<*r<- 
rh'oppcd by us and lixr* (ler-man machines w<*r-e 
accountcr) for. W’r- lost none. 

On the morning of Aitgusl S onr- machines 
carried out a. successful attrrek on I tie (-xplosi 
factori<*s at Ibanbacli, north of Metz. (iood 
results wr*r<‘ obtained witlunit .my casualties 
to us. dda-sc i'csult> must bo r«-garded rrs x’cry 
sat isfa<-tor\', aral slarw that tire Allies Itrrd 
now obtaira-d a di-.tinct supi-r loirt y itr the air*. 

d'hf- }H*ti\'c operations, so far as tin- ('r«)wri 
Prince's a,rmics wei’c concra-ned, earne to an r-ral 
on August ;“). d’la-v wei-e (h’ivcn back to tia* 
Aisia*. Tliey had suifered heav\- losses in na-n 
and matr*ria.l, but therr- was no dissolution of t he 
organization of the units aral on the whoh- tIa- 
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retire! I ic^ I it took plaoe in fair order, which was 
tiio more roinarkabk^ as they had lost heavily 
in prisoners, killed, and wounded and day after 
day had also to abandon a largt^ amount of 
material. 

The (k*rman Army h:ul now made four 
great efforts and one smaller to jjcnetrate 
int<3 the Allied liiKvs and had been brought 
up in all of thein.* They had in these efforts 
ns<*d ui> a large proportion of their reserves. 


unilergone their bapfeme-de-feti and had provcxl 
thomfciolves to be good men. 

Marshal Foch hod from the time he took over 
the command impressed a definite character 
on the operations of the Allied Armies. His 
plan was ably conceived and had been well 
carried out by the Allied Commanders. It was 
no light task to devote himself at first in diflieult 
circumstances to a xjatient and obstinate defen- 
sive and to keep iii suspense any counter inove- 



iJ'fom u Kjcrmun pnukv^mptt 

AMONG THE CLOUDS. 


and had no int'ans of replenishing them. 
On the other hand, the Allies wer<> becoming 
Stronger day by day. IMie French had re- 
placed a good j)rox>ortion of their losses, and 
the fresh troops which had come over from 
Kngland in the late spring and early summer 
Jiad by now been incorporated into various 
unifs and jjroj)erIy trained. The Ilritish Army 
was ri‘ady to assume the offensive, and consider- 
abl(>> access of strength was now being gained by 
till* rapidly growing numbers t^f trained troops 
in the American Army. Many of these had 

* Marrli 21 our Tliird m»d Fifth Annies. 

April 9 against the Itritish and Portngneso between 
Arrnenti^ros and La BassiV. 

May 27 against the French at the Cheinin-des. Dames. 

tiune 9 against the French from Montdidior to Noyon, 
funaller iiffnir, 

July 14 against the French east and west of Reims 
and down to the Marne. 


merit until the cirmirnstanct^s wia'c a.bsr)lu<ely 
tho.se which were ri*(|uired for its success. His 
apparently xmssive attitude was not alk>wed 
to pass without criticism. Many amateurs of 
the closet thought "he might htwe attackeil 
befor<>! h(^ tlid ; but he knt‘\v tietrei* ; hemeasurt>d 
th(^ pul e of batth^ ai*eiiratcly. He waiteil until 
its beats slowed down, and when the (h*own 
lVinet»’s a-rmy by its wild rush to th«* Marne 
exposed its right flank in the way that, the 
French leader rightly foresaw' it very liktdy 
would, he turned on it and attacked with 
coiieent ratiul vigour. l''he result of his action 
has just been dt*scribed. This preliminary 
campaign was an earii(*st of fiLrther succosstjs, 
more esxiccially as circumstances were continu- 
ally becoming more favourable to him. 

On July 23, by which time it was quite plain 
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that the Soiasons-Reirns attack of tho Germans 
was a failure, a Conference was held at which 
were present the Allicfl Connnandor-in-Chiof 
and tho leaders of the Rri tish, French and 
American Armies. Marshal Foch .asked Field - 
Marshal Haig, General Retain, the Commander- 
in-Chief of the Frencli Armies in the north 
and nortli-east, and General Pc^rshing eaoli to 
prepare a scheme for local orFensivi\s to bo 
b(‘gun at onco with certain di^linite objectives 
of a limited nature. So far as the Hritisli Army 
was concerned, its main object was to be tho 
thrusting back of the German front so as to 
frt^e the Raris-Amions raiIroa<I, and for this 
]>urpose it was necessary to attack the Hat 
salient occupied by the Germans from Albert 
down to the Oise. 

The Frt'nch and American Ai*mies wt're. to 
free other stratt'gic railroads f<n' f)]>erat<ion.s 
farther south and cast. It was also desirable 
to put an end to tlu' tlireat on Ilazcbrouck anti 
through this town to tlu^ nortluu'n Fr(‘n<*h ports. 
Tliis involv^ed tJjo ri*ca])tur<^ of Kemmel Hill 
and the general [in'ssing back of the stilient 
whicli the (h'rmans had won at K<‘mim‘l t‘arli<‘r 
in the year, combin<*<l with an operation in 
the direction of La. Hassee. If this could bc> 
successfully carried out, it would greatly im- 
prov'o the Rritish position at Vpres and pul an 
end to all f<‘ar of a. (ierman bn^ak-through (h)wn 
to the ])orts whicdi v\'(*re inipottant bases for 
our supplies. It ^^■ould. moieover, cnsur«‘ 
the safety of the llngiy coal mint's, ^^'lueh were 
of enormous importanct* to Mu‘ north of Kra,net^ 
and Jk'lgium. 

Fi(‘hL!Ma.r.sha.l Raig hatl eart'fully eonsiih'rotl 
t h(* different tipt'ral ions (»pen to I lie Jb itish 
Army and had discussed tlu'iii witJi .Marshal 
Foch. Ultimately, aftta* much tiaaighl. In* 
bad come tt) tht^ eonclusion tliat tht^ \miens 
ilireetion was tin* most ^ire.ssing and tlie most, 
promising in immediatt^ r<*sults. To press back 
th(* Gt*rmans hert? was to intensify their tiefeat 
on the Marne, ami would eom[)letely relit've 
Paris of all flangt*r and put an end to any ln»pe 
of separating tJie Hritisii fiom tin* French 
forces. The rnort* northern tipta'atioii coiiM 
wait until this was siiecessfnl. 

The general idea of tho ojierations to be 
undertaken arrivt*d at was, after dt'aling 
successfully with the iiK>re pressing i’ec|uirt^- 
ments in front of Amiens, that the Rritish forc*«*s 
should attack tho line St. Quentin -Gambrai, 
while tho French and American Annies would 
oonvergo in an attack on Mezieres If this 


combination was successfully earrieil out, tho 
comm nnicat ions of tho Germans, which ran back 
through tlie line ^lanbe.nge- Hirson-Mezieres 
and by which lino their forci's on t he Chamjiagne 
front could he snpjilied and maintaiiaMl wonhl 
he thrt'atemHl, if not int c'rruptcd. Om'o 
Manlx'uge was ocenpit'd, a forward moveimmt 
of the Allies on Mons and towards lh*nsst*Is 
would t-hrealtai t lu' main line of communication 
betwc'on Helgium and (Jermany on which the 
supply ami maijiti*mmee of tlu* troops in the 
former country ilepemh^l, a.nd this of course 
waaild have becai a. powerful adjunct to any 



A CAMOUFLAGED GERMAN SEARGU- 
LKHIT. 


<lireet a-dva-nee on the* (Jerman Armies lietween 
Drnss<‘ls, Antwer[), aial (Ha nt. 

ddie ( jerma.ns were cpiile aw'a,re of the vital 
eha.rH.<‘ler of a,ny a<lva.netJ b<‘1 ween St. i^m'iitin 
and Gambni.i. ddiis was clearly shown wdan 
( Jeiieral R\’ng l)ad ma.de his snee(*sslul a.dv'am e 
in Xovemlx'r, 1H17; hi< tine\per*ted iiTuptioii 
had eau^ed the (ierma.ii.s to a.<*eumnla.( e e\er\ 
a.vardal)l»* man they could a-uainst. las a,i‘m\ . 
It, was unt'ortunate that. lack ol mnnhf'rs had 
prc'vented t f»e o[M*r‘ation being tlie brillia.nt. 
sne<*ess it might ot her\\ iso have b<‘(*ii. 

'This pa.rt. of (In* tjerimm fi-ont was dehaaled 
by the gn‘at organi/e<l zone to whic*h tlui 
genera.! na-im* of the Miiidc-nhurg lim* may l)o 
a.pplie<|. 'The main Iliiah-iihurg line ra-n down 
fi*oni I.ille, past la* (’atelit to La Fert*-L.‘.,oii- 
Vou/.iers- Verdun, thr<*ugh the St. Mihiel salit*nt. 
to Pagny. Part of tla* liiu^ from about the 
Aism^ to the* southern ('ml wa.s known as the 
Rrminhilde ; soimavhat in advance of it v'ery 
near T..ens were the. \V(.)tan, the Siegfri(‘d, and 
Allx^rieh Hues miming to lUarns. Behind th(^ 
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main line was another fortified system running 
from 13ouai by Mezi^ros-Sedan-Montm^dy 
dpwn to where the Brunnhilde line terminated 
about Pagny. An additional reserve system was 
under construction, which ran from Valen- 
ciennes to Givet, It does not appear that 
this was ever completed. But at any rate, the 
lines were extensive and formidable, and their 
capture could scarcely bo calculated upon 
without very serious resistance. 

The special idea so far as the forces en- 
trusted to Sir Douglas Haig were concerned 
was the attack on the German positions from 
Albert and Villers-Bretonneux back to the 
Hindenburg line between St. Quentin and the 
Scarpe, and behind them was the Hindenburg 
line of defences. 

To strengthen the British force, tJie French 
First Army under GenertU Debonoy was placefl 
at Sir Douglas Haig’s disposal, ami to strengthen 
his attack, which was to bo coiuluctod mainly 
by the British Foiuth Army, ho added to it 
the Canadian Corps and the two British 
Divisions (from the First Army) which had 
been held in readiness astride the Somme as 
has been previously described, ante p. 83, 

On the evening of August 7, along the line 
from which the attack was to bo made, the 
following wore the dispositions ; Between tho 
Ancre and tho Luce from Albert to Hangurd 
the Fourth British Army, un<ler General Sir 
Henry Rawlinson, was faced across the Somme 
by nine German Divisions belonging to the 
Second German Army under General von dor 
Marwitz. From Hangard to Courcclles, south- 
east of Montdidier, was the First French Army, 
opf)osed by von Hutier’s Kighteonth German 
Army ; south of the First Aiiny was the Third 
French Army under General Humbert, pro- 
longing the front to the junction of the Matz 
with the Oise. The situation was in some 
ways a repetition of that which had taken place 
on tho Marne. There Mangiii and Degoutte 
had been on the right flank of the (German 
salient. On this occasion tho Third French 
Army would, when the frontal attack by the 
British and French directly facing tho Germans 
had sufiicieiitly developed, strike against the 
left flank of von Hiitier’s Army and help to 
drive it back. 

Sir Douglas Haig was placed in command of 
the First French Army as well as the British 
troops, and he was responsible for its move- 
ments. Humbert, with the Third French 
Army, would enter into action at the 


moment considered by Marshal Foch to be 
favourable, ^ 

The plan of oj>erations designed by Sir 
Douglas Haig was to strike in an easterly and 
south-easterly direction, using the river Somme 
to cover the left flank of his troops, aiming in the 
first instance at tho lino between M<Sricourt-sur- 



RUSTIC QUARTERS IN THE HINUEN- 
BURG LINE. 

Somme and Lo Quesnel, so as to push back tho 
Gormans and render jnorc secure tlu^ railrottd 
from Paris to Amiens. The next step was to 
bo the captures of lioyo and the important 
railway junction of Chauliies. Tlio advantages 
to bo gained from tho capture of tho latter point 
are evident. In the case of tho grtiat 

object was to cut the railway connexions of tlu^ 
Cilermans in the country botweeu Lassigny and 
Montdidier, and this obj<?ct would be eventu- 
ally made easier by tlie action of tho Third 
French Army striking up in a northerly three - 
tion from its initial position. As early as 
July 13 General Rawlinson had received 
instructions to be ready to attack to the t^ast 
of Amiens at an early date, and the Canadian 
Corps and tho two British Divisions from the 
Somme wore added to his armv. On July 28 
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Mio I'^irst FroiK'h Army was dofiiiitoly placod 
under Sir Douglas Haig tor the proposetl 
a( taek. 

KInhorate pn^parations wca'e tala‘ii to rnish^ad 
tlifi ononiy ami to lead liim to think that no 
niov(^nu*nt was intiaidt'd in the dirt'ctiou in 
whieh it was to he c*arried out. For this pur- 
p(jse eonsidiq’ahh^ pr<*[)ara< ions wit(‘ nunJe to 
lend tlu‘ (k'rnians t f» t hink that I he liritish 
attack would !)(>• ina<l(^ in Flanders. Canadian 
battalions wen' |)ut into lint' on the KenuiU'l 



GENERAL VON DEK MAHWITZ. 

Commanded the German Second Army. 

front, so that t ht' em'iny might re<‘ognize tlu'ir 
[losition thc're. Mc*a<l({uarti'rs for x arious Army 
Cor[)s W('re prepai'ed a.n<l casualty ('k'aring 
stilt ions I'onstriicted in positions wJiern t h(*y 
could he easily <.)hservt*d hy tlu‘ (k'l'mans in 
tlie Somme area.. (Ircat a.(*tivity took place on 
our wirck'ss stations on tlu> First iVr my front, 
and a r’nMig<*mcnt s \N<*r’e ma,d<* to Ica.<l tla'cru'my 
to suppose tha.t n grciit- c'oncent ra.tion of tanks 
was ta.king ])lacti round St. Fol, all this pointing 
to thi' main a.tta(‘k hidng in tia* din'ction of 
Vpn's. Ln that area, too, comhined training 
ofx'rations with infantry and tanks wen^ 
ca.iTi('d out on days on wliich the t'nemy's 
long’d istanc'i^ reconnoitring and phot ogrii.[>hing 
a.eroplane.s were likely to work ht'hind our 
Jint's. Th(^ consequence of all this activity was 
that the (h'rmans tiioroughly bi'Iieved that a 
largt* and important opt^ration on the northern 
front was about to begin, and during the 
course of the actual movt'ments definito 
t^vidence was obtainetl tliat such ha<l been 
(ht'ir belief 

Final details for tlie combined Britisli and 


French attack wore ready early in August and 
the morning of August 8 was fixed as the day 
on which the attack was to commence. Tho 
lino held by the Australian Corps on tho right 
of tho British Fourth Army was extended 
southward so as to include the Amiens-Royo 
road and the Clanadian Corjis was brought u[) 
])y night behind this portion of our lines. 
There was to be a huge eolleetion of tanks, 
but their concentration was put off till tlio last 
moment and earricnl out as secretly as possible. 

Wo liav(5 already seen that the enemy had 
<biring Mir^ early part of August drawn some- 
what backward from tlu^ ])osit ions he had 
bold west, of the Avre aiul Anci*e i*ivers, whicfi 
was of some advantage to our troops, though 
s(‘ar<*ely afleeting the general position, but the 
Germans seem still to have bad somo nothin 
of atta(*king towards Amiens, and a strong 
local attack was launehi'd by them on 
August () south of AlorUmeomt, whieh fell on 
the III. Aiiny (Virps on the hd't of (Jeneral 
Rawlinson's Army. '^Jdiis added to tla* difficulty 
whieh this unit bad when tho atta(*k coni' 
meneed on August 8. 

The ojx'iation un(h‘rtak('ii by th(* Germans 
at a.m. on August (i was made by fresh 

t rofips of tlieii* 27t h Di\'isioii and was |)reeede<l 
by considt'rable artillery lirt' and hea\'y gas 
shelling. Tlic' giound cliosen for attack was 
that whieh tho Aiistialians had taken and 
consolidatc'd on duly 28-20, south of Morlati- 
(^ourt. It was to a grt*at ext('nt sueee.ssf ul, th<? 
ad\aue«‘fl positions along most iif tho front, 
being captured and held by tlie laicmy during 
tlu' day, hut tlu^ next morning our troo])s 
<*ouuter-al taekc'd and droxe him out of Iht^ 
captured position and praetieally re-established 
tlie oiiginal lino of our- front. As a set-off 
against this t.<‘m})orary sue<*ess of the Germans, 
th(^ Frt'iieli troops progressed on the same 
dat<% made a further movement to the Avre, 
seizing the l(*ft bank betw(x*n ^lorisel and 
Braclies. Tho Gernian rairl to the south-east 
of Montd idler broken down com])1etely. 

Tfc is possible tliat tlic ]\Torlancourt incident 
was tho commencement of a further im])ortant 
attack by tho Germans, and this is somewhat 
borne out by the statement of von Ardenne 
in the Berliner Tatjehla/t of August 0, which 
runs as follows : 

It is clear that the defensive battle now being fouglit 
by our ret reaf ing 1 roops will not be continued indefiiiitolv . 
'fhe Gernian olteiisiv^c has Miffered an unpleasant inter- 
ruption, hut it will certainly be resumed. A faet wliich 
will contribute to such a resumption of the offensive i.s 
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that our ariuies betwt*<*ii the Aisiu* aiul iho A[nriu' wrro 
able to carry out these operalions with th<*ir ou ii 
rcHcrves, without beinn obHj;e<l to draw upon tho^c ariny 
reserves tht‘ unrestrictcil use of which secures tlie 
initiative to the Gernittu Supniuc (\uiunaud. A]>iirt 
from other factors, the ljapi»y eonfitlence (tf our army 
leatlers, which has recently been descrihi'il by our war 
corresijondent s, guaraidoes that this freedom of initiative 
will, at the right time, bo utilizeti. 

It may boro bo romarkod tliat “ froiaUmi 

of initiativo ” was honcofortlt to rtunaiti in 
tho Jiands of tlio Allit^s until the annistieo. 

Tliort! was no old-fasIii<)iu*d })reliiniimry 
botnbardinent wliirb only sorvod to wttrn th<^ 
onenty ; but at 4,20 a.m. on Aug:ust 8 tlu* 
inasst'd Britisli artillory opened n devastating 
ftrt^ agiiinst the whole front of atta(4\, <*oin- 
pltdely orusliing the entany’s batteru s, some of 
whiirli indeed never succeeded in g<ang into 
act ion. 

(h'lK'ral Rawlinsoii’s attack was nuide on a 
front of over II miles from the south of the 
v\iniensd \oyi' road to ^lorlancourt- inclusive. 
On the left, north of tlie Somnio, was the 
HI. Corps under Li(uit ,-Oeneral Sir H. K. 
Ihitle?-, who had lh<‘ 581 li and J 8t h Oivisions 
in front line and the 1 2t h I)i\ision in support.. 
On the. right of this and in tiie c<‘nti*(‘ geiu'ral 
liiK' <*am(» the .Austialian (^>rps under Lieut. - 
<Jen(‘i‘al Sir J. Moiiash, with tlu» 2nd and 
'Ird .Australian l)i\isions in tlu' front ajul the 


atli and 4tli Australians in suf)port. On ilie 
right of the line was the (hnadian C\)rps, under 
Limit. -( Jeneral Sir A. K. Cmrie, with tho 
.Ird, 1st, and 2nd ('anadian Divisions in front, 
line and tlie 4th (\madiaii l)i\ision in the 
se<»ond. 4’'he h^’t'iieh First Army under ( Jenei*aJ 
Deheney wiis on the right of tin* British 
luuirth .Ai'iny on a line ot het.wei'n four and 
ti\'<MniK‘s ('xtending do\\ n to Alorenil inelusix t*. 
As 1 ht" Allied i I'liops | a-i >gresset 1 foi*wa I’d the right 
of tire bi’eneh attack was to he graduall%' ev- 
tendi'd sonthw arils until its soulliei tj I'xtii'mity 
would h(‘ opposite* Brac'hes. (leneral Dehi*iu'V 
was to mo\'e forward an liour later* llian the 
oji<‘ning of the British attack; the idea no 
dr>ul)t heirig tliat this would he fa\omah|c 
to an outflanking mo\'(‘iiu*nt . 

d4ie Jb'itish (_^i\alr\' (’oi'ps, consisting of 
thret* ca\ah'y ilivisioiis, under the command 
of Lieut. -( h'ner al ( T. AIc.M. Ka\ anagh, was 
h(4iind llui British front, while the speeial 
liiobile force of two mot.or niaehine-gnn l)i iga( les 
aind a C'aniulian ('yclist. Ikittivlion, umlei- 
Brrgadior-DoiKa’al Bi*uline|, was ordered to 
follow up the success along tJu^ line of the 
Amiens- Ho\'e roaid. 

Sliortly aifter* tin* autillery hie opeiied, the 
British infamtry with an iinpoitamt for’ci* of 
tamks advanced to the. attack. 'Tlu* ground 
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wa.H c*ov(‘rofl with a hoavy rnmt, which aided 
the o[)crHti<)n, ar^d the first objectives on the 
linn I)eniuin-!Vrar(M'Icavxi-Cerisy, to the south 
r>f Morlancourt . were <{iucklv captured, tlie 
4*neiny beinj^ completely surprised. This attack 
was wcill into tli<5 first lino of the (jlerman 
d<‘f<^r)si\ (ts and represented an ailv^ancc* varying 
fi()m a few hundnsl yards to ovta* a- inil<\ The 
barrage which our guns put dovvii was so 
powerful that if rtsluced th(^ (ilerman rc[>Iy to 
com|>ar{it i\ impotence. 'riiis was no doubt 
fo someext(‘nt chu^ t<i th(^ mist, whi<*h opiTated 
in our favour pic*cis(*ly in the s>mu‘ way that it 
had ofH‘iuted to th(' (h'rman adv'aiitage in the 
adv'anc(> against (Jerif*ral (Rough’s Army on 
INlarcli 21, tliat is to say, while our men knenv 
exactly vvlau'e to put down the shells on 
certain tixcsd ])oints tlie (iermans could not see 
where? to sh<*II elTef'tively our moving forces. 
Th(' tanks playtal a great part in tlu? adv^ance, 
going on ah<*ad of the infantry in many parts 
of the line, siiu»t lu'rifig the machine-gun iKists. 

Very hard lighting took place just at the 
point of junction of our lim^ witli that of the 
Kr(‘nch. I fere, b(?yond the windings of tb(? river 
Taice, th<* groumi rose* up steeply to the edge of 
th<? plateau intca-sected by many gullic^s, with 
t h<? vv(»ods known as tlie Dodo ^^^)od an<l Kamon 
W'ood on t!\e upper slopes. The attack liero was 
greatly aided by tla? tanks which liad been 
brought t)va?r the river during the pr(?vious 
night. The infant ry advanced behind th(' tanks, 
while the bari*ag(^ cut (iff all Oerman support-: 
fri>n\ tlu’> points attaek('d, coming down lik(‘ a 
curtain behind tla^ Avoods. Th«\s(' uca-e (piiekly 
elt'aiod hy our miai, and a eonsidcrnhle number 
(^f prisoiaa’s taken. To the north of this iioint, 
abo\(^ llangard, there wia*e three small woo(ls 
known as Ifangard Copse, Wrtai (\^pse, and 
(Vanefery Cofise, and luai^ th<^ (uafnaiis ofhacal 
a mori‘ strennons resistance. Tn the attack on 
iMar(‘('lca ve and Anberc’ourt the tanks were 
of great utility, going on in advance of 
t h(* infant ly wlua**? the enemy maehine-gims 
W( re strongest, afid destroying the nests in 
whieh tlu'y wen? ensconced. Our aeroplanes 
did what they could to lu'lp tiu' attack, hut (ho 
misty wt*ather and consiapient low visibility 
much impiMled th<an : but they liad the air 
coin]>letely to themselves, and not evaai one 
(lerman obsta’vat iiAn balloon was to bo seen, 
although ours wont up cpiite early in the action. 

North of the area n'ferred to, where the 
millroad runs from \"illers.Hretonneux to 
Chmdnes, and on the Somme itself, the ad- 


vance was carried out with extraordinary 
rapidity, and our men suffered extremely 
small losses, and took some 2,000 prisoners. 
Immediately along the northern bank of the 
Scjinmc the advance was fairly successful. 
Towards Chipilly tlie atlvance was also rapid, 
and part of tlio wood which covered it to 
the nortli with the aid of tlio tanks was cap- 
tured, but the village itself remained in Corman 
hands. In tlie Morlancourt region the C(?nnans 
offerc'd a greater resistance, and liere our troops 
made but little ])rogress ; they did not succeed in 
ca]>turing the village, and “the maehine-gun fire 
from the heights north of it distinctly hekl 
back onr attack. Between M(^rlancourt and 
Chipilly, on the Bray-Cc^rbio road, onr advance 
was lu*ld up for some time, although our 
troops had cxtendcsl a good bit to the north 
of Morlancourt. 

I'he artillery followed up the operation 
with great ct^lcrity, and our men, wlien they 
occupied the advanced (lerman positions, soon 
found themselves sn]>ported by the guns. 
Opposite the area attacked by the British there 
were some eight German divisions — viz., the 
27t.h, 4:ird, 13th, 41st, lOOth, 25th and the 14th, 
while, near IMarceleave, the 117th had come 
up during the prov^ious night Fmm all these 
<Uvisions a considerable number of prisoners 
were taken. As the atta(;k progr‘ossed, our 
cavalry and armoured cars and motor machine- 
guns pushed on ahi'jid and ])Iayed havoc among 
(ho rctri*ating Germans. By nightfall the 
Britisli south (_>f the 8ommo were in possession 
of (lie line ]Morcourt-lTarbonnmn?s-Caix ; this 
rej>resentod a bulge forward into the German 
line varying on the left from miles to 0 miles 
on the right. 

On tlici right tif the attack, J.,e Quesnel was 
still in the hands of the Germans, but this was 
tli(? only point in their outer line <.)f defences 
which remained in their hands n]j to the .south 
bank of the Soinmt*. Field -Marshal Haig 
r('ported on tlie brilliant and predominating 
part taken by the Canadian and Australian 
Corps as being wortliy of the liighost commenda- 
tion. The British cavalry was also of the 
greatest use. Tlie three divisions under laout.- 
General Sir (\ T. ]McM. Tvav^aiiagh had com- 
pleted their assembly behind the battle front 
at th«* ]Aoints of concentration by a series of 
night -marches, and on August 8 they advanced 
23 miles from these points, and by the dash and 
vigour of their action, aided by the tanks and 
motor machine-guns, rendered most valuable 
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and gallant service. Passing through the lino 
of infantry, they carried conf vision into the 
retreating Germans, captured numerous con- 
voys, and altogether greatly addctl to the 
successes of the day. The wliole day’s fighting 
showed the admirable manner in which General 


was sent against the Malaird arui Gressairt 
Woods, and another <iirt‘<‘ted against Chipilly 
The first-named wood we contrived to capture 
and hold fora time, taking prisoners witb 

some field-guns arid two howitzt*rs, but when 
the attempt was made to advance on Ghipilly 
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case with the tanks, which had gone too far 
to the north. The result wcw at the end of 
August 8 we had only got to the ground west 
of the village ; the latter was still in German 
Imnds. 

Thcj captures of the day were significant of 
our siicccHK ; 13,000 prisoners, betwc‘eii 300 

and 400 g^ins, very larger numbers <if machine- 
guns, and vast (piantitics of ammunition and 

Sf OI'(^s. 


armoured car met a German transport column 
coming up, wliich tried to turn and escape. Four 
German mounted officei's came up to see^what 
was the reason which had stopped the advance. 
They were all shot down by the car, which then 
Xiroceedod to roimd up the column. At many 
jilaces the cars caught both mechanical and 
liorse -drawn transport, took the personnel 
X)risoners and shot down the horses. One car 
attacked a train on the railroad and wrecked 


nightfall it was evident that the Gormans 
themselves felt thc^y had received a severe blow, 
b<'<‘anse, behind the line captured, cxxilosions 
and conflagration sshdw^M I that thtiy wore engag<xl 
in blowing up and destroying aininiinition and 
RiiX)pIy dumps, '^fhe roads, heavily encumbered 
by tluur wagons retreating eastwards, formed 
excellent targ(ds for our airm(*n, who rainetl 
1)01 !d IS and machine-gun fire on tluMU. 

A great deid of onr wid<‘-ranging success w^as 
due to tin*, cavalry and the tanks ; both w’ero 
fearlessly us<*<l and r<‘sults gaine<I wdiich could 
hardly luiv(^ be<‘n connlod on. Nightfall clid 
not sto[) their progri^ss, and the Germans were 
altackf'd in places so renuite from the fi*ont lino 
that the suiprise in them w^us coinjilcto. One 


it. At another point a village was entered, in 
which the (German troox:)s wevo peacefully 
slee[)ing imaw'are of the approaching danger. 
The car went through the street, shooting at 
the windows, and in one jdace found an officers* 
mess enjoying a meal which the arrival of the 
T^ritish bullets soon put an end to. Near 
Fraincrvillo another car haxipened on a Corps 
Headquarters. It shot down many of the 
Goips Staff and liourt^l bullets into the different 
liuts. Then it was rumoured that some jiart 
of the Staff had escaped along the I'oad tow’ard 
P6ronno. At once the crew started off after 
them ; came up on the fugitives and literally 
hunted the ‘in, killing many and forcing the 
others to scatter from the road and take refuge 



in the woods. Among the harvest of ])risoners 
there were one or two interesting cases. A regi- 
mental eoinmander was eapturcnl and was seen 
to be hiding }-om<^ ])np(‘rs by thrusting them 
into liis br<M‘ehes down to the knees. Tlie 
bulge tht‘y made betrayed tlioir i^reseiice and 
be* w'as at onee^ oV(U’haialod. Tie denied that 
th<*re was anything there at all, but the men 
w ho had seiz-eel him, having a pro])er apx:)roeia- 
lion of tht^ (Jei*man oflieer's notions of honour, 
proeeedetl to search liiin, wdiieli w^as done 
eourteously, wdiile lie swore horribly all tlio 
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time, reviling the coarseness of the brutal 
Snglish nation and their utter lack of courtesy 
to a distinguished Oennnn officer. This from 
a tnomber of the race which had treated our 
own officers with habitual gross and vulgar 
insult is not only characteristic, but amusing. 
Amongst other notable items captured by our 
men was a whole train, which was intercepted 
as it w^as coining up to llie front and 50<» 
Saxons were taken prisoner from it. 

The bnt<l('fieM south of tlie Somnu' over 
wdiich the centre and right of (ieneral Hawlin- 
soii’sArmy advanced, and to tJie south (U'neral 
Dobeney’s I. Frencli Corps, is know’n as the 
Santerre plateau aiicl consists of a wide expanse 
of rich farm-land, and like most of the eouiitry 
in this part of France, is without hedges, the 
l>uildings being conlined to the immediate 
iH'ighbourliood of tlie farms. It was co\'ered 
witfi crops of wla'at, oats, and harl<*y, which 
w’cre ready for thi^ sickh', an<l here and tlu'n* 
good cro[>s of potatoes. Thi> whole* flat expanse 
iH'ing cov'creel with gi*owing <‘rops, hid to a 
great extern! tlu* works which tlu^ (k'rmans had 
iK'wly const riadc'd. 'These do not appear in 
most places to have h('e*n of a veay formielahlt* 
charai’ter, nor wei'e^ tlie wii’e entanglements of 
the usual broad aud strong construetion, ami 
it was perh'ctly ovideait from the' results 
tibserved that our artillery tire^ liael Ix'en far 
in excess of that of tlie enemy, for over the 
whole field wavs sfvrcad >i vast and (;om{)licat(Ml 
mass of Ofpiipment which had been abandoned 
in tlie hurried retreat of the (.kaiimns. Amongst 
the booty cafitured was a box of 450 froii 
Crosses sent up for distribution to n eertairi 
diva'sion, which wa^nt to form weleoriic? 
“ souvenirs ” foi* tlioso who captured tlK'in. 
One agrc'cable deduction made from the 
perambulation of the battle-field w'as the 
undimbted fact that our casualtii^s bore hut a 
very small proportion to those we had iii(1i<!t<'d 
on our adversaries. The centre of our attai^k 
was, as we know, fef4)ly opposevl, and one 
Australian division hail only 300 casualties 
and took 1,600 prisoners, besides inflicting a 
large number of casualties in killed and wounded 
on the troops opposed to them. 

South of vSir Henry Rawlinson’s attacks. 
General Debeney, in accordance with the 
arranged plan, moved forw'ard at 5,5 a.m. 
His attack was a complete surprise to the 
Germans. Tliis may have been to some extent 
due to the fact that the British attac^k had 
commenced nearly an hour before. To the 


south Merisel ami then iSrorouil vvcrc qui<*kly 
captured and thus the passage ovt'r the A\ re 
secui'ed. dressing farth<‘r onward, Fresnoy 
and Plessior wi'ie captured and touch was 
gained with Brutinel’s forces on the Amieiis- 
Koye road, a little to the w<*st of be Quesm'l, 
while farther south the Avre was again passed 

■■ 


1 
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MAJOR-GENERAL H. W. HKXHNSON. 

Commanded the 'Twclfih Division, 
at Pierri'poiit ; 3,356 prisonc*rs ami many guns 
and machine-guns wen^ tak(‘n by our Ally oiv 
this day. 

'The whole day repn^sc'nted a most brilliant 
strategical success. Our lim^ had lK*(*n carried 
forwanl a k>ng distances fi-om the Avre at 
pierrepnnt to the Somme at, Moreourt. 
The GiMinan eoinmand must lia\e Imh'ii 
c4ins<’ious that fh(‘ir position from .Montditlu‘ 1 ’ 
eastward was novv Ix'ing tlin*at<'ned, and 
the* only consolation they had was that 
thty had Ix'ld ns on the north flank of tho 
Somme, 

To nsi» Sir Douglas Haig’s «)wn words, “ tho 
sweeping eliaraet<‘r of thc^ sneeess which in ono 
day had gained oiir first ohji'ctivn and dis- 
engaged the Paris-Amic*ns railway opi'iied a 
clear fielil for the measures of exploitation 
determined upon to meet sucdi an event.” 

The attack was ctintinued on August 9. From 
the Fii*st Cavalry Division, eommandod by 
Major-tJeneral R. L. Mullens, the 8th Hussars 
advanced and took Mehariiroiirt at a gallop, 
wdiile the 2nd and 3rd (Rivalry Divisions, under 
Major-General T. T. I’itman and Major-General 
A. E. W. Harman respectively, passing tlirough 
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our infantry, pressed on the enemy, captured 
many prisoners and gained a considerable 
anjount of ground. That night south of the 
Sornine wtj h(dd Bouchoir, Rouvroy, Maucourt * 
and Frainervillo, and reached the western edges 
of Lihonsaiid Proyart, being thus within striking 
distance of (-haulnes, the junction point of the 
railways by which the supplies for von Hutier’s 
Army were brought up. 

Xorth of tla^ Somme tla^ attack did not 
start till late in the afternoon, when the 
12th Division, und(‘r Major-deneral H. \V. 
Higginson, and a regi merit from tla^ 32rd 
Amerii^an Division, which w’as commanded >)y 
Major-dencTal (1. Ikdl, advaneeti to a line i‘ast 
of (diipilly, .Morlanconrt, and Dernaneourt. 
(diipilly was an extremely diflieult point, as 
we have before, seen, and although on the 
previrius day we liarl sueeeedtMl in cripturing 
(Jressaire. Wood, we were (tomjielled to give 
it up owing to tlic^ heavy tire which was brought 
to h(^ar on it from the height above. Malard 
VV'ood was also captured, wdiich may thus have 

* 'I’Ik' t )is]»iU<‘ti, para. J8, rails this place Morceurt. 
'this is (ihviously a mistake ; Morcourt is on the south 
flunk of (ho Sointni^ and was taken, according to para. 17 
on August 8. 


allowed the Germans to suppose that the 
assault would not be prolonged to the south 
of it. 

Le Quesnel was taken about 6 a.m. and later 
the general advance was continued. At first 
there was considerable opposition on the line 
Bcaufoi‘t-Vrt‘ly-Hosieres-Framerville, and alMf^ 
in the neighbourhootl of Chipilly. Gressaire 
AVood was taken, but it was only after hard 
lighting that Chipilly was entered by our 
troops at 5.30 in the evening. When this was 
done the enemy appeal’s to have lost heart in 
this neighbourhood and to have retreated 
precipitately. We had now gained possession 
of the high ground whieli ran back from 
M()rlaru;ourt in a north-easterly direction 
parallt‘1 to the Somme, and Morlancourt W’as 
in our liaruls. 

On the 0th Deberu'y’s Army advancieil to 
battle at 0 a.m., deploying on the line from 
Jieaueourt down to Alontdidier. The progress 
at midilay was very rapid and by the afternoon 
the troops liad gained the lino Arvillcrs-Hangost 
and back to the Avre about Pierrepont. 

Altogetli(>r, in the tw'o <lays’ fighting, the 
Allies had gained a signal victory. 
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W F have soon in (’hapter CCLXXV'TI. 

that the (Jernians had been de- 
feated in ttieii’ advance to the 
Marne. They had not rotin*d from 
their arlvanced positions wit lion t carrying with 
them souvenirs of tlieir visit. On tlie present 
occasion several of these were (piite iiniijue in 
character. 'I’hus at Arcy, a Major von Titzch 
stole from the shrine of Ste. Restitu6 miles 
south-east from Hartennes) a gold shrine, 
valued at some) £500. He also stole lead from 
the coffins and plate and other valuables at 
the Chateau of Muret at Muret-et-Croutte 
(3 miles north-east of Hartennes). Letters 
which were taken show that the robbery of 
the F rench was calculated and systematic. 
We have seen earlier in the war how the Ger- 
men women asked for watches and jewellery ; 
some of them were now proposing to set up 
shop on the ill-gotten gains of their menkind 
in France. This is shown })y two letters dated 
July 11 and 13, of which the fii-st is reproduced 
below : 

Dsar Joskfh, — You sny that I only write ‘when 1 
want something. If for every letter or card I sent you 
I got a shirt, skirt, or pair of trousers in ndiirn I should 
to-day be able to open shop. For three months I’ve been 

impatiently waiting for the tobacco for H . Don’t 

forget the address. Every day I ask whether there are 
any parcels for mo, but there are never any. 

Are the dresses you’ve got pretty ? Examine them 
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well to see tliere are no hoIe.s in thorn. You iniisl hold 
llwm up against the liglit, and you’ll see at once. Anna 
w'UhH very grateful for the little slippers. [ told her to 
send you her wannest thanks. Willy promises to get 
her a clonk. (Jet me one, too, and ilon’t forget a g«)od 
Freneh woollen <*ovt‘rIet. As th»' policeman sny^, any- 
thing you can put on your hack or use in any way should 
be carried oft. 

The sccontl lidtcr was in a similar strain, 
but ap[)aroiitly haberdashery wanted supple- 
menting by a supply of linen goods, whiedi was 
asked for in it. It is perhaps not exl raordinary 
to find that people who were guilty of acts of 
this kind also robbed one another. 

Lotte Brandt wrote from Neu Kdln on 
Juno 24 a letter to a soldier at the front as 
follows : 

According to your letter of June 20 the parcel contains 
all sorts of loot {sehnafte Sachen). Mamma ami J will 
certainly gladly give some marks to the soldier on leave. 
We also badly want a purse. You say t^nele Max can 
chotise from what you’ve .sent. What is he t<» have ? 
Write and let us knoVr if you mean a pair of shoes, and 
tell us which. It is quite natural you should keep the 
best pipe for yourself. 1 arn delighted over the ear- 
rings and bracelet. 

Four days later the soldier on leave arrived, 
but the gentle J.iotte Brandt had a bitter dis- 
appointment. She writes : 

To-day the person came, but I must tell you, you’ve 
been taken in by a rogue. Yesterday wo went to his 
hoiLse, but ho was out. To-day Emma went with him 
to Potsdam Station, but the parcel was not tht^re. He has 
simply pinched {geklaut) the parcel and done a itrukc of 
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THE CHATEAU DE MURET. 


hu'-inov. Wlicii you mm- Iiimi hit liiiii o\it <l'r with 

yniir riflc-l»ut t . .Mh_\ tlir lii'-'t --Ik'II In* lor liitii ait «l hlow 

hitii to l»il' tiMl will ;^o wli -ri' t lio tliiiiLT^ iiro. W'r oonM 
not sicop till iiif^lil . wf wiM'i* .- o <iM> 4 r\'. 1 .->ff n‘«l wlirn 

1 lliiiiU of till' I'jiniiiff-'. W’liiit wen- tiu y likt* ? 
if I iM'M'r trot tlu’iii I -liouM liU<‘ to know wluit tlif\ w»*r«‘ 
lik«‘. ( Joo<l-l)N ; lliiil dirty tliiid, that fur^od hound, 
lui- (|uit<* iip^ct nil". 

\\r loff. off with h’it'ld'^hnshal Ihufz's 
oiicnsivt* on August 0. 'riic first, two days' 
fighting may l)t‘ looktwl upon as t hr first art 
of’ t h<‘ dranui, and Jiad Ix'rn vary su<*r<‘ssftd. 
S«‘\'rntrrn thousatid jaisoiK'is hafi hern takrn ; 
40f) guns, inrlu'lifig a gun on a rtulwtiy na)iinf- 


ing ol hraxy ralihrr, and Irrin h mortai>. and 
marhinr-gtais inmina'ndtk' ; \ast <|uantitirs 
of sfor<*s an<l mafriial of all d(‘si'rip{ ions, 
inrhaling a rom)>lrt«* rttduay train and oflwr 
rolling stork. 'I'lir gtais rann‘ iti c'sprrijdly 
nsrful. 'I’hr ammunition supplirs rjipturrd 
hy us writ' mormons, and ihrsi* srr\rd for 
<‘mploynirnf in lli(‘ rtipluiJMl artilkny jigainsf. 
1 hr troops t hry laid fornaM ly Ixdongrd to, 
jtmong u hom I hry rn‘al(‘d \’(u y la av y casual 
f i(‘S. 

ddir gooil work dour hy otir rju tdry luts hrt'u 
.•dhnlrtl lo, })uf a f(W\ more details nuiv hr 
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iiitf*rc*>t in^ 4 . So difl IIm^v coinn iho front 

< hat hy 1 I o’cltjok on August 8 a cavalry hriK*'^<l(' 
oporatin^ with the left of tho CaiunJians was 
pnstiin^ through thf‘ infant ly from Marc«*l- 
CM\'e to Wieiieoiiif niid t J uillanconrt . (’omin^ 



BRITISH, FRENCH, AND AMERICAN 
SOLDIERS IN AMIENS. 


out from t h<* lattiM* |)lace, it wa-s rocoivod V>y 
heavy maehine-^^im Hr(‘, hut taking adv'anta^e 
of the low ground on the ri^ht, workcnl on to 
t h(* ( lermati adv anro line, rounding ii|> a number 
of pi isonei's on t h(‘ way. A brigad<‘ op<*rating 
with the Australians on tin* oth(*r sidc^ of the 
('hauliu^s railway line i(‘aeh(‘d th(‘ir objoetivc*s 
l)y 1 o'clock, havdng taken numbers of ])ri- 
soners and some guns an«l other booty. Doth 
on the north and south the cavalry ht'kl the 
line* they had reaclu*d till the infant i*y came 
up ami took over at 7. .‘10 that I'vening. Dra- 
g«)on (luju'ds tin the saint' tlay had (*jipturetl 
V"a,u\'illt*is with a rapiti tlash anti JJragtHiri 
(biartls ami Ilussais togtaher iusIumI into 
tin* big vNtnitls south tif Cayi'ux at a galltip ami 
lt)ok 200 pi‘isom*rs, tht'ii, pushing tin, they 
belli the high ground tti the south t>f Caix. 

On August 0, Hussars distinguished them- 
selvt's greatly nt'ar the \ illagt* of \'rely. Ht*r<^ 
maehim*-guns ami stane eav alry \n liich hail 
trit'tl tt> apprtiaeh the ])lact* fi*om the wt'stwartl 
ftiumi the t'nemv's firt* toti sirtaig ft>r th(*m. 
'Tin* Hussars t ht'u galltipt'd rouiitl mirth tif 
Kt)sit*re^., ami tht‘n \viu*t'ling back, galloj)t*ti 
intti Meharietiurt , ftair miles tti tht* east- of 
Vhely beftire tht* (Jt'rmans wt*n* awaic that they 
wt'rt* on tlu‘m. 'Thi'v elt*ait*tl ami helil tht* 
w'ootl, pushing t>ut patrols tti Imltl positions st ill 
fartht'r t*ast towards tht* “ llalte " tin the north 
noa]- Liluins anti Maueourt onthet*ast. Thcin- 


fiuitry then cairns up and seized Vrely. The 
cavalry jiushed forward to the south-east, but 
found themselves brought uj) near Fouques- 
court, where there were some old entronoh- 
ini'nts cov^crod by wire tind held strongly by 
machine-guns. The ttital nuinber of prisonei*s 
taken by the eavalry was ovt'r 2,.500. They 
captured the big gun on railway mountings in 
conjunction vvdth a tank which fired into the 
taigim^ anti brought it up, and also a largo 
periseopt*. Tht* (‘anadian (.'av^alry, in addition 
to theii* wtirk tin tlu* Roye mad, near Dainery, 
ttmk Beaucouit in most gallant style, acting 
lirst as eavalry, iiml then dismounting ami 
elt*aring out machine-gun nests. 

Tanks, as wt? hav^e seen, also jilayod a very 
largt* part in tht' fighting. On the French 
front tin* Avrt* had tti bi* crossed liy then 
bt'forti they tiould bt* bn night into battle lint* 
this sltiwtHl down tin* progress of the French 
at first, and limitt*il their front-, 'hhe Avrt 
had tti bt* bridged, and this bad to bti dtine at 
many points beftirt* tbt* t-rotips could cro.ss in 
sunieit*nt numbers. At- the bt*ginning of tht* 
bat tit* f bt* line was tinly 2.J milt's from Asniores to 
tht' TTt antes- Roye roatl on the west tif Morist'l. 
but vv^as aftt‘rwards widt*ned to include the 
wholi* vallty as fai* as Hargieoui t, a l<*ngth of 
t>{ milt*s, and by^ the end of tht' day t he dt'pt h 
was 8 3 miles. 

In these two days of tht* Allietl offensive 
when the tanks gtit acro.ss in fair numbt'rs, 
tht* i*fft*ct was immt*thatt*, and the exterisitui 
of the Krtmcli lint* tif at tack was largely dut' 
to thei r act ion. I Tt*a\y pat ttirns were einplt)yt*t 1 , 
as well as tht) "‘Whijipet’* tanks, and tin* 
former wem i*xtrt*m('ly useful in ilt'aling with 
buihlings. At one point tho Frt'iich had stum* 
dilUculty with a v'illagt* which was heavily 
dt'ft*ndt*d with maelune-guns, many of which 
\vt*rt' in the upper sUiries, which held them iqi 
ftir a time. Five of the heavy tanks wt*m 
bmught iq) anti proct'edetl to demolish tlui 
houst*s from which tht) lire camt*. In this way 
10 houses wi*rc tlealt with in sueet'ssion. Idit) 
tanks buttl'd into tht*m and literally went- 
tlirougli them, liringing dowii bricks, joists, 
llotirs anti roofs, machine-guns find maehim*- 
gunnt*rs in one confused find helpless mass. 
Tht*y cint*rgt*il from their tfisk covered vvdth tht* 
tlt'bris, but the job was dtine. Tht* French 
infantry vv^ere emibled to ctime on anti gatlu'r 
up the fragments which rt*mained. 

At Trt'ux, north tif the Somint*, a tank which 
hatl ctimt* up in that tlirection was a.sked to 
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holp ail aclvanetMl post. When it arrived there, 
tho Coininander asked tho Tank Coinniaiuler 
to destroy a si nail post in the opposite line 
which was amioying him very much. Ffe aske«l 
for some infantry to help and 12 men went on 
with Jiim. Straight into tlie [)ost wcuit the 
tank, clean over one of tlie machine-guns ; tin* 
rest of tho German garrison tlicn, thinking 
iliscretion the better part of valour, caine out 
into th<^ open with thoir liands in the air, and 
the tank and tlie 12 infantrymen, all unwountlcMl, 
<*seorted back s<‘V<‘n oflu'ers anti 200 prisoners. 


eharaett'r wliicli our tamks performed, both with 
the French anti also with our ow'ii troops, w'ouhl 
take too long. Sullice it to say that many of 
tlu‘ light nature cot>pera.(»‘d with our aero[)lant‘s 
in raiding tlie hints ahaig which tht‘ retreating 
Germans W(‘r<‘ hurrying to saih‘ty. They 
siqiported tho caviilr\^ in simihir cfftirts aintl did 
tMiormous scrvict' in cruslinig out small machine- 
gun nests. si-attiM-ed about tht'bat th'field. Tlu‘si‘ 
wouhl hav'c* bct.‘n co.stl\‘ to takt* with infant r\', 
but tell without any casualties to spt'ak of into 
our liainls. thougli with gieaf losses l)«)th in 



A GERMAN 280mm. GUN FOR THE BOMBAROMENT OF AMIENS. 
Captured by the Australians and exhibited in Paris. riie range of this weapon Is about 20 miles. 


A htth' incidtuit iM'ar .Marccicavc lorme*l a. 
typical example of what <‘avalry and light- 
tanks working in unison an» capable of. Jn a. 
small wood to the south-east of it, near the 
road from Villers-lindonneux to Deinuin, the 
Germans with tln^ir machine-guns hehl up our 
a<lvmiceil cavalry. Some! light tanks w(*iit 
off, going round to the south and attacking 
the wood from that sidt‘ ; the. (Jta*inans, 
believing this to be the main attack, ra-ii out 
across the open to escape it. d'he cavalry, 
who had been held back, then saw their chance 
and charged into th(' bolting ('iiemy. A good 
many wc^re killed with cold steel; th<^ rest 
promptly surrendered, 700 prisoners being 
taken. To recount all the deeds of a s[)ecial 


machine-guns an<l tin* naai who mannc<l tht'in 
tf) t he ( iernians. 

'^riH*r<* seiaus litth* doubt t hat the (Jermau'-. 
had aciiuit‘s(M‘d in the efforts to thrust them 
bac-k o\'(‘r the .A\’r(‘, wliif*h laivc aln'ady been 
<h‘s<*ribcd, be<-ause tlu‘>' did not want to meet 
the tanks on tin* opiai ground abo\'(‘ the rivei', 
nor indeed to fight with this obstacle behind 
t hem 

The militar\' critii* of the V'ienna .Vc/fc h'rru* 
Prcs.sr early in August gavt* as his o[)inion : 

'I’tiat till tiink it.> im[) r<»vi-*l form e <loiil>t 
tiK-Uji ^♦•non-lv t< hi 'll wilh, nil tin klu ii 

it iipponr- in mn.'^'-i*^. 

ilitlu-rto liiiik -.fjiailroiis r-ontiimin^ Inimh’i'it- <• 
taiik-^ Imvi- linen einployeit. Jf Jinrt, (•\fii hnlf of tlu ni 
an* royi*il, it i-' tin* Mini'* n." when hiiiiinn ti^'ht«r 
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fall, who hnv<* hfJjwd the siirvivoi’M aiiil tlK^refon* havt,? 
not fallon in vain. It is conooivabh* (ho says) that the 
enemy and tho world’s almtist unlimited war indii. try 
7T)uy protiueo fhi- iir»n in unprc'etMiontrsl masses. As 
human shock-troops arivarioe in waves, solid tank 
waves mii<h( also advanc<*. This may srein faiita.-tic* 
but sober n flection will admit that such wholesale pro- 
duction and onipk)yfpenl an^ not outside the bounds of 
pos-ibility, witness the aniiluj/ous iriereasc during; the 
war ol j^inis of all calibre's to a cohis'-nl cxt<‘nt. 'I’he 
flight .'<TV"ice is also <iri instrueti ve example. 'Phe writer 
urges th<‘ further c<iM.st ruction of tanks an<l speoial 
d*:fenc<' artilN-ry. 

Iteadine^s (lie says) is <'verything ; the tank has a 
flit lire. 

’riio ({crmtiiis indcotl ndtriitiicd llieir vtiluo. 
iJvHfsrfm TfKjezeihmff stiittd that tlu^ with* 
(Iniwnls of Mui (lorinaii troops on tho rivors 
Aliens Avre nnd Doins won' iiuido in ordt'i* to 
nditn^t' tiiifavonnilibi local eoiulit ions, anti to 
e.n*at(^ a sittial ioii tael ieally more fa\’ourabl<‘ to 
the (lermiMis, Tho plain to the wt.i.st of tho 
Anere is lowtu* tliiin tlie easttuii liank of tho 
river and llit^ conditions on tJic (‘asttu'n side- of 
l-ht' Avr(‘ and its trihiilary, tho Doins, with 
tluur iin[>rov<‘<l possihilil ies for ohservtif ion, 
facilitated defi'iiee. fntlieso s(*etors tiu* Alien*, 
the Avni tmd tlie Doins form extremely 
favouruhle natural harriers, '^tlie Kssen All<jr,- 
indue Zeiinng descrihed tht* ndrt'at as a 
Ktratej'ie-al mcasuro to spare troops, and adtlod: 
“ Summing \tp, wo may say that, thanks to our 
loa-de and the hravt'i’y <d‘ our siildiers, nil tlie 


oneniy’s plans have been frustrated and the 
Army Command now, as before, retains its 
freedom of action.** 

This was quite evident in tho nc'xt days. The 
OtTinan leaders were quite at liberty — -to go 
baekwards — -which they did, pursued by tho 
Allies with much vigour. 

Tt is plain from what has betui written 
that for som<^ wec‘ks past the Dormans had 
felt, it necessary to adopt a ]>uro defensive ; 
this was no doubt du(^ to the heavy losses they 
lunl had in mi*n and mat(*rial. An order signed 
by Jaidcndorff and dated duly h is a clear 
proof of tliis It runs as follows: 

'ric- priiK-iplcs cxpoiimicfi in tin* secret (‘inMiIar Iv'o 
(Ifl.'ia of .lime 2.'). JflIS, still require completion ns n piinlR 
ilefeiisivc figlifiiig. 'Pile re]>(‘site(l reecnt (‘ueiny attacks 
iimi tlie niiliiippily liirge number of prisoners lost in them 
show tliiit onr oceii]».'i.l ion of first liiu';- is always loo dense 
on defeii'-i\ f aelioiiN. and tlmt tli»‘ deptli of our advanced 
zom* is insnl1i<‘ient . 'Pbe enemy i^^ imitating our surpri.-e 
use of art illi-ry, and liy meaii!-. of it is neliie\'ing s-necess-es 
.vimilai t o oiir^. \Vi' niii'>t oppose him > igorously. 

l)clcnsive aetions n'ljiiire •eery -jieeial a,ltention~ 
fiisi of all. \ ‘ly a<*tive riconnaissance on onr part, and 
espei'ially <*oiTeef tactical princi[)les. An ailv'anct'd 
'/.Olio of one (o two liundred yai’ds is not sufTicienf, ami 
<‘iin onlv be coiiti'iiiplatiMl when one bolds a well oi'ganizi'd 
position and is strong in artillery. It slioiild b«‘ betwet'ii 
.'>afl and J.aca yards deep, or more, if tli«>re ari' no good 
positions and thei*o is only weok arlilliu’y. Th“ relation 
bclwoim the doplh of th<> advanced zone, tho orgn-tiizii- 
lion of the artillery, and tho strongth of tho artillery is 
still not realized liy some oflicei's. The we.aker tlie artih 



'French olfutci pnu.Oi^rui /.. 


A FRENCH TANK. 
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lery is, and the more the organization of the ground is 
inferior, the greater should be the depth of the advanced 
zone. 

The advanced zono need not have a garrison with 
very deep echelons. It should rather have the form 
of patrols, sentinels, and small outposts. K<‘hclons of 
the garrison, properly so-called, begin at the principal 
lino of resistance. By tlm principal lino of resist an ce one 
should understand not merely an organize<i position, 
but the whole line of ilefence that crirresponds with the 
plan of defence that lias been decided on. It can oidy 
bo determint»d on the actual gmuiid. It is c<*rlainly 
easier to trace it with org»i.nized positions than in open 
country aftt*r an attaidv. it is tlie iiiission of the Com- 
inand to overconie tlie inevitable dilliculties. 

Advanced posts must be siii>ported by fire from the 


ground, but the ivt\r that the Rntento miglit force us to 
fall back several mil«‘s is cjiiito without justification, for 
lliey have as few men as we for sueli attaeks. 

We eari only bt‘ glad if the Kntenti* should attack. 
It usually dot's so in tlenst* lint's. Wt^ can ask for no 
more favourable octiision to inflict kisses on if. The 
command and the troops sliould bt' prepnrt'd. and sboultl 
<;attse losses to the enemy witlmut sustaining tlituii. 
Cleartir tactical ctineejjfiori dt'cisivt' lu*r«> as i*lst'wJit*rti. 
It is only by this means that uncertainly will tlisappear. 
Leiulers anti troops must know what tln*y havt' tt) tlo. 
If the way in which tlie t'licmy attacks leave it in tloiibt 
wht'lh.'i' the garrison of an advarict'd zoiu' woukl tlo 
ht'tter tt> retreat or ln»ld, it shoiikl be decided lt> retreat. 
That will always be belf«'r tiian siiiTeriiig losses by 
tlefentiing the advaiit'ed zoiw*. 



A BRITISH TANK UESTROYINO A GERMAN MACHINE-GUN POST. 


principal linti of resistance. Rifle-., Iighi and neavy 
ma.cbitie-guns, light mor1a.r-’, anti batteries, post eii tor 
tiefjMiee t)f 1 hti advtuieetl zoin', 'mn-.t be m<‘t bodieally 
Ust'tl for this pvirposj*. Mven statist rtf pprn may be N'ft. 
in frtmt tif the principal line ot resistance. Small aictions 
can in this wity be fonght in the adva.nce<l zone. \N'hen 
it is a qimstion of repelling strong pat rtil jiftaek-. tlu* liim 
of resist ant*e ri'iisf al\\ai,\'s give t!onsid<*i'able .-iqjp^irt ; 
stifTitMtnit strength mn-l be engaged, and must tlestroy 
the erietny elenu'iils ihiil lni\'e penetraited infti the 
tul\'anceti z«»ne. In sneh bairage fire will ailwaiys 

los<^ its t if <•! , the more so the weaUan* the arlilk'ry. 
Artillery iniist tleliver dest rin*t i vc lire on the zone of 
combat, follow' tlu* flnct nat itais of the battk', ami be as 
tntibilo in its fin* as the infantry in figliting. 

Such defensive taelies natnralfy imply the ab-ohite 
necessity t)f in.stnicling the troop-;, especially the infantry 
ami artillery. In the f'ast^ of an attack met htaln-ally 
prcfiared by artillery fire, it is nec*,essarv. ecpially metho- 
dically, to give up fighting to retain the advanced zone. 
It is far better to evacuate it. It may be neiM'ssary 
later to <lraw up a fresh line of resist aiicii in th«j event 
of our destructive tire not preventing the enemy from 
establishing himsolf in the advancetl zono and not 
driving him out of it. It is obvdous that we .shall lose 


AiiotluT Afiny Orilnr of T^tuInndorfT's of 
.Inly 10 innrktul “ Si'crrt ’’ <lrr\v ntlrntiori to 
ihi? grout scarc'ity of hoiM's. Oru’i of its puru- 
gruplis runs us follows: \\ <* tniist luko curt' 

of oiir liorsfs us 1 lu' y <‘umiot. lx* rrpliu'Ofl. 
The* mon imist Mioroughly iifuh'rst uiul Ihul this 
is ubsoliiti'ly nocc'ssury in orrlrr to ronfinno tin? 
wur nntil victory is rcsn licd.” As cinpliasi/.ing 
this s<*urc*itv, the stutcfncrit of a prisoner 
ca]dnrc(] in tlu! nii(l<II<* of Augnst is w'f)it]iy of 
record. Ht^ said tliut 000 rcincunits rcccdvcd 
at onc! d<*pot 14 days ht fort^ wtac lunnly all 
riding horses \\hieh had heen taken frotn 
oOietas. Tt had l)een known for some tinu' 
that the Gcanian cavalry was lutw very badly 
inoiintt^d, and this eonfirins the information 
we had reeeivtxl. 

Angnst 10 saw a fresh strate-gie rru'vement in 
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acf'onlnnor* with Alarstial Koch's plan. ITmn- 
hcrt’s iirriiy struck upwards. During the 
previous ui^ht, tluj French First Anny con- 
tinued tlieir offensive inov(‘inont towards the 
rif^ht, earrieii Ifio village of Favnrolle-s on the 
east of Montdidi(*r, f)n the railroarl to J^oy(\ 
and Assain\'i Hers or» t he sout h-east. Mont- 
didier wax t h(‘reforj‘ almost surrounded and 
the ri treat of tlu^ (Germans from it st> seriously 
fhreat(‘iM‘d tliat it was a])andon<‘d, and nothing 
hul a few j nachiiM -s^un po'^ts to act as 



n rear-guaid was l<‘ft (»!i its })ord<‘rs. Wliat 
))r<»poi‘t ion of the ^ai'iison (wcMitually reached 
safety then' is no evi<lenee to show; it can 
hut have ht'cai a small one, as th(‘ wliole* 
of the <*i‘ntre of ^’on llutier's army had In'en 
f«a*ee<l hack in t la* ilin'ction of J^oy<‘. d'he 
retn*at of the troo)>s in this direction was 
clos*‘]y followed up, and tlien caime llumhert’s 
blow on their tlank. 

At 4.20 a. in., I lu* French T)iii*d Anny a^l- 
\ anct'd i-apidly to the attack without any artil- 
ler\r }>n'parat ion, though, of course, there was 
th<' usual moving fjari'a^e wliich covere<I th(' 
a<‘tual advanci' of tlie infantry. The attack took 
plac*<' (>11 a front of ovt'r 10 mik's from Kollot 
ti> Flincourt. The villages of Kollot, ()rvilk*rs- 
Sor(*l, ('ouchy-les-Pots, I’li'ssons-sur-Matz, Ntai- 
\’ill<*-sur-Hessons, Koye-sur-]Matz, k^liiicourt, 
w*'re ipiiekly reacht'd and taken, and by the 
cNtauug tjc' I'liomy had been driven back over 
live miles, the Thiescourt hills were taken, the 
hijj^h ground about bassigny w as nearly reached, 
anti c*onsiderablc' piogrt'ss ma<k* towards lioye. 
It seems pr«*tly certain that the G(‘rinans ha<l 
not oxpecte<l Gtuu'ral Hunibert's attack any 
more than tlu^y had expt'cted tkmeral Debeney's. 
As soon as tla' French troops liegan to aflvance, 
the (ierman front trendies sent up rockets 


asking for reinforcements, but the French 
advance was so rajiid it is doubtful if any 
of them arrived before the front line 
of tVie enemy liad been driven back, leaving 
nothing but nests of machine-gunners to cover 
th(i hurried retreat. The sti’onge.st resistance 
wa.s made near Marquegliso in the wood north 
of that \'illage, where the high ground of th(‘ 
Thiescourt height began, but the French wt'ri' 
not to bt; denied, and piisliing ov'ca* it, they 
attacked in siiccc^ssion Marouil-J.<ainottc‘, 
ba motto, Oiiry and La Herliere. 

( )j)eral iiig on the l ight of the llritish t loops, 
the Kieiicii First Aiiny progressed beyoml 
.\rvillers and captured Daveneseonit f>ri the 
Avre, wdiilst soutli of ]Montdi<lier bet w t'en 
.\yeneom l and bo Krel oy tlu\v liad, as 
mentioned above, talo'ii Kiib(‘S(‘ourt ami 
Assain\'illei\s anti rt aelit'd l^'averolk's. 

v\ft<‘r a number of fights for loc-alities, a lim* 
from Kresm >\ -l('s-]toye — t.c., only half a milt‘ 
from tin; railway lim» from (4ianlnr\s- to Koye 
wa-t won, anti farthei’ sontb, the right 
wing, atbaneing from llu* Montdidi(»r dir<‘e- 
litm, eapturetl Ft'seamps, Bus, and in the 
<‘vening, llu* lu‘ight t)f BonIogm*-la-Gi*asst*. 
'I'hns J)eben(*y anti llnmberl w(*r<* in toneh 
south t)f tin* Avi't*, anti tht* lint' of tin* Alli<‘s 
was in eoinjih^ti* unison well lt» tlu* north t»f tlu* 
Somme. 

d'lu' lighting on August 10 was vi‘r\’ si‘vt‘rt 
wliere 1 hc> Australians wt*re in line opposite 
billons. It was natural tliat the Germans 
shouhl resist there as long as possible, for they 
conkl nt)t bt* (*x[)t‘e<ed to allow* tlu* important 
railway j miction of (Jhaulnes to fall into onr 
liands without a determined strnggk*. 

.During tlie night of August 9-10 the (h*rina.ns 
brought up fresh troojis from Cambrai and 
}nirrit*<i them into tlu' trendies on (hp rising 
ground round Lihons. At 8 a.m. on August lO 
the Australians advanced again, marching 
tlircctly on the Giu'maii position at bihons. 
The fighting was v(*ry sc*vcre, but the situation 
was considi'rably relieved about an Iiour later 
when the Canadians advanced wdtli a consider- 
able number of tanks oii the right of tlu* 
Australians. Queenslanders and Western 
Australians attacked the woods near Grand 
IVIanoir on the north of Li lions, pushed throng) i 
on to the Jiilltop, and eaptured some German 
artillery. About midilay, a eonsidorablo roiii- 
ftircenieni of artillery w*as brought up, wliicli 
dealt effectively with the German gmis, and 
by tho afternoon the Au.stralian lino had got 
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ft footing well on the riilg(‘ to the west of 
Lihoris, covered by the British artillery. 
About 0 o’clock the Germans opeiie<l a sevc*re 
noinbardinent on the wood and liigh ground 
and, covered by it, their infantry attacked, but 
they wert^ unable to luakt^ any progress. 

On the same day otlu^r troo[)s of the 4th 
Hritisli Army I'eached jNItMiaricourt on the 
south of Lihons and lh*t>yart. to th<‘ north-west, 
while in the' evening, north of thi' Somme, 
Morlanco\irt had bt'en eapliiri‘d and the 
iK'ights to the south-i*ast aiul the b<»rders of 
Ktinehein were attained. Tlu' ( h*rmans bimv 
up the bridge at Bray to im])e<le as mueh as 
|H)ssible the connt‘xion between our trotjps 
/lorth an<l sontJi of tla^ rivei*. 

August 1 1, after tlu*(‘(^ days of nnarrc'sted 
victory, the Alli<.*d Armies liad reaeluMl I lu> 
position in which tliey Jjatl be<‘n from the 
Autumn of 1 IM I to 1 lu' Spiing of 1017. Here 
t lie <‘nemy still ])ossesstMl some of (he- dehaisixe 
organizations wliieh Ikj Jia.d formerly ladd, 
which st riMigthened his position. ]Mor<'Over, 
the* adviiiKH' of our liiu^ laid takiai from us (he 
two existing advantages to bo deri\'e«l from 
flank attack. This was of cours(‘ iiuwitable, 
because tlto enemy was NN’ise (‘iitaigli, when h(‘ 
saw what was t hreatmiing, tfi r<‘move liimscdf 
from t lu' pinct*rs befori^ tluw i*losed on him. 


During tla^ morning of this day, the Germans 
delivta*ed furtlu'r atlai'ks with fresh <li visions 
against the British positions at Lilions and to 
the north an<l south ot I ha.t plaet‘ ; but ail tluiir 
efforts wen* in vain. 4'he\ \\<*re Ix^aten ha<*k with 
heavy losst's. At on<^ point imnuHliately north 
of tilt'. Ancre tliey suecee<l(‘d in piau't rat i ng on<^ 
of our tronelu's and in<li‘ed reacdiiMl tJie west(*rii 
side of (lie village, lait, t he\ ^^ ere (hcai <*ount«'r- 
attaeketl and <lri\'eu back, fighting ti(‘r<*c|\\ to 
(ho east and north of tin* \ ilhige, imd our line 
was c*ompl<‘t(*ly restored aial Liljons detiuitely 
hc*ld. Boye tlu‘\ still elung on te with 
tenaeit>'. 

During tiu* night ot August 10- 1 I, «>ur tr«»ops 
gained (he iiigh ground l)etwe<>n J^lmehem and 
Dernaiieourt, and there was also a eertain 
amount of niglit^ tighling south of the rixei*, 
es])c*i*ially hy t'n tieh Ann\', \n fu<*h 

rea.(‘hed the outskirts of Ij’ h]eh<‘lh‘-St . Auimu. 

From the S«>mme southwauds, the (h*rmei 
lint* wjis now marked out by fom* ptant-; 
Brayt', (’haiilnes, Roye, Ljissigny, and 
during tht* Jifternotm of this thiy, theit* 
wt'ft* eombjits in which ligljting w’(*nl on 
idong all tlt(‘ roads lt‘juling to tlit'se points 
'Dit* ptjsilion on the Sommi* was com- 
plicatt'tl by the dithtailty t)f prt>gi-css on tin* 
jit>rthcrn bank st) long as tlit* (h^rnams lu‘hl (lie 
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high ground about Proyart and ChuigiiolleM, 
an it took in rovorso and flank our troops wh«ai 
erHhnivouring to pn*ss tJuiir way against Hray. 
During August 11, however, affairs dovolopecl 
more favourably for us. 'fhe Australians 
at(aek<‘<l in thc^ afternoon. I'ho fighting ha<l 
swayed to ainl fro during the day, but at half- 
past eight in the* ovH*ning a de*t(*rinineiJ attenqit 
was made to take f.lie vvoo<l north of I^royart- 
know'n as tlie, (h'rma ne W'ooil. At first hehl 
back by strong inaehiiK*-giin fire from this 
w'uod, our troo[>s urnler the cover of dusk 
appear to have advanced through the village 
of M<'a*ieourt aral alsf> to have turned f^royart 
by advaneing along the ridge w'hieh h*d trom 
Kaiiiu'eourt t (»\\ a-r<|s ( diuigu(»lle‘S, and (5V<‘nt ually 
Proyart, fell int<» our hands, <‘n<‘my lost 

h(*aviJy in killed, wound<‘d and prisoners d'his 
enabh'd us to make more pr’ogress ; on th<’ nc>rl h 
of the* river l<kiti(‘hein Uiis oeeupi<‘c|, and iiion* 
to tile iKirth Ihitish troops ad\'ane<*d across 
tlie platea,u f‘\t<aiding north-c‘ast, from Morhm- 
eourt to about Meaulte. Delxaiey's troops had 
a.lso somewhat seven* tight ing u(*ar Daiiiery on 
the ItH) m. Hill betwi'cn ^Vtideehy and Dauiery. 
’^ria* ({ernuiu [losition here was part of their old 
ti'en<*hes and was a strong one. Our i*a\'alry 
liail endea.v<Mire< 1 to jii'sh forward, but were li<‘ld 
up by maidiine gun tin*, and th<* llritish troops 
on ill* north and the* Kreiadi on (la* south both 
had a sevia’i* struggle, and tla* battle b<*eaiue 


stationary. This, however, led our guns to 
come forw^ariJ, and the advent of the artillery 
enabled a strong fire to be brought to bear not 
only on the trenches in question but on the 
ground behind them. 

The result was that we wore enabled to link 
up our posts east of Mcricourt with our lines 
east of Etineheiii on the north bank of tho 
river. In *he neighbourliood of the Roye 
road and east of Fouquescourt, a little more 
than a mile west of tho Chaulnes-Roye railw^ay, 
further progress was madi* an<l prisoners taken. 
Troops of the French First Army captured 
bes Logos 4J miles due south of Roye on the 
single line which ran up to Ro^e from tho 
south through Ri^ssons-sur-Mutz. They also 
iua.d<* flirt lier progress north f)f Royi5-siir-Matz 
and riorfli of ( ’lie\ infroiii t. Tli(*r(» w as also artil- 
lery fighting by i\I.ir([ui v'i Ilia’S and (Irivillers — 
the lattca* point U'as on the Moutdiilii*r- Koye 
railroail. It will thus be seen that betwcM*n 
b'Feliellc* St. Auriti and bes bogi*s, there was 
still a po(‘ket of (Germans left. Obviously 
tla‘y could not rema.iri long wlien.^ tfiey wert% 
as the Freneli posit i<ai to the south from 
F(‘scampsdlus back to bes bog(*s t}iri*atened 
them in flank. 

Once mon* King Oeorge came to Krauee to 
see his armies. lie arri\^(*d on August “>, and 
as usual put in st ri*nuous ' w nrk ; during the 
wholi- se\'i*u da.v'^s he was at tlu* front, from 
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[AustKilhin iiflii III 

BRITISH HHAVY (5UN IN ACTION BEHIND THR AHSTHAIJANS. 


Monday aftornoon on August 5 vvlioii h<* 
arrived, <dl 'PiH'sday afternoon, August. l.‘I 
wh(ni lie left Frane(\ then^ was not a nioinent 
of his time that was not occupied in visiting 
his troo[)S and taking a piTsonal interest in 
all coiuK'eted with th(^ arniic^s. On Tiuvsday 
he TuotonMl up to thi^ nort h of our lints whtu’o 
he was lutd by general Plumer, whom lu^ 
invested with the Oraiid Cross of the Hath, 
and gavt*. tlu* Victoria, (h’oss to two oHicers anti 
a Kergt*ant. On tlie saint* day ht^ visited a 
brigade of tlie Koyal Air Foret*, tuid prtictioded 
to a largt? training grountl wlit‘rtt a considerable 
body of troops w'as untlt*r instruction. 

On August 7 he visittnl thti Forestry Schools 
anti saw tlit^ work carrietl on thta*e, Jind then 
went on tt) meet President Point'are at a. 
luncheon given by Field -Marsha I Sir Douglas 
Haig. On August S a gtiod dt^il of tlie tlay 
Mas spent with tlu? AmtTican troops, anti aftt*r- 
wartls he visited a (Casualty Clt*aring Station. 
Sir Julian Hyng was the nt^xt to receive a 
visit from His Maj(*sty, who on August 9 
inspected a School of Instruction. Ih-rt* he 
saw in prtigress batthr-practice at diftVrent 
ranges, scouting, observation, sniping, mus- 
ketry and revolver shooting. J^he remainder 
of the day His Majesty spent calling on various 
Corps Commanders of the Tliird Army at tlieir 
respective Headcpiarters. 

The early part of Saturday was devot<*tl to 
the tanks. The various natures wen? sectn at 
their work, and His Majesty watched with 
great interest the many astouritling feats 
which these war chariots pcirforrned, upsetting 
walls, bowling over trees, and moving over 


ground full of shi‘ll-hol(‘s. From this he w’cut 
on to an a.('rodrome of the Australian Flying 
(\>rps, anil afterwards luia'lu'd with Cencral 
Sir John Monash, wlu> (‘oimnaiah'd the 
Australian Corps. 

'Pho back areas, which liad bi'i'ii heavily 
bombarded, and M’lu*re occasional shells were 
still falling, were n(^xt visited. 'PIk^ Labour 
Corps, with its cosmopolitan c'ont ingi'uts, was 
next inspeett*d ami the Portugui'sc l)i\'ision 
visited. 

On Sunday the King went once* more* to 
visit Sir Herbert Plum(‘r, and h(*re a spe'eial 
inter-denominat ieaia.l se‘rvico was lield, and 
after churcli wa.s concluded he* held a rcivie^w 
of various tre.)e)ps. Wheai this was finishe*d, 
King Cee>^ge^ motnre'd ov'(*r te) tlu^ lJe*ael(piarte‘rs 
of the King ami Que'eai of thee He'lgians anel 
lunched the*n* with the*m. In tlu* afteernoon, 
atteiuh'el by Aelmiral Sir Keeger Keeyes, liee 
proceede'd to visit a s((ua.elre)n e)f thee He)ya,l Air 
Forces which had elone goe)el we>rk in attacking 
eruemy submarine lairs. 

The last ehiy, Moneleiy, August 12, was 
d(*.vot<*.d t<) a. t.our reainel thei beie*k areea ejt tlu^ 
Fourth Army, in the c,our.se* of which thej King 
visited Amie*ns and Ville^rs-Hrettoneux, and 
on the; m*xt day he^ motor(*el to a Channel pe>rt 
anel e*mbarke*d for Dngland. The; visit was 
wtdl timed, coinciding as it did with the; grejat 
victory gaineel by the Alliens. The kindly and 
personal inte;rest which the King toe)k on this 
occasion, as indeoel he did whenever he visited 
the troops, aroused the greate*st enthusiasm 
among the^ men not only of his e;wn Army l)ut 

those of our Allies, and it was a happy augury 
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for the future that tlie viwit should have 
coincided with so important a gain as was 
macle by the Allies between August 8 and l.‘h 
August 12 -13 were comparatively uneventful. 
The Oennans continued to make attacks in the 
ctuitre about Lihons and down to Fouquescourt, 
but one and all w<‘re failures. Wt? made a little 
progress on the north side of the Somme, 
improving our [losition, and also a little near 
Lihons. On the right of the Allietl line, the 
French First Army still continued its pressure. 
Th(\v were nciw beyond Jjcs l^oges and Roye- 
sur-Matz, and on August 13 held tlie line from 


the south corner of the Bois des Loges, close 
to Fresnieres, and this pushing forward of the 
right centre of this army effectually stopped 
a German counter-attack in the direction 
of Thi^court. The plateau north-east of 
Mareuil was cleared by the French and their 
position firmly established at Ecouvillon. 
Canny-sur-Matz was still held by the Germans, 
but here again it formed a salient point which 
was tlirealened on the south, north and 
west- Those lattoi* points were reached by 
AugiLst 13, and thus the French lines now 
passed down by Helval to the farther side 
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Feholles'St. Aiirin to Armancourt and Tilloloy, 
while the left of the French Third Army pene- 
trated into the eastern edge of the Bois des 
Txjges. The centre of this force had now 
arrived at Caimy-sur-Matz, and progressing 
through the w'ood of Thi^scoiirt reached Belval, 
a short distance from Plessis-le-Roye and close 
to Mont l*l<Smont. which had been the scene of 
HO much hard fighting in March and dune. 
Humbert's right was to the north of Machemont. 
Farther east, to the so\ith-east of Ecouvillon, 
his extreme right was a mile to the north of 
Cambronne. Further progress brought his 
line from near Coiu-celles on the south 
of Lassigny in a north-easterly direction to 


of Ecouvillon straight to the Oise. On 
August 14, Rib^court was captured. The 
division which took Rib^court had greatly 
distinguished itself in the fighting of the past 
two years. On August 12 the main body of 
the division had pushed up on to the high 
ground of Thi6scourt and reached the edge of 
Ecouvillon, the regiment on its right wing 
taking Cambronne, less than a mile from 
Bib^coiu't. The next day, after an intensive 
artillery bombardment, the division had 
rushed the heights of Antoval just beyond 
Cambronne to the north, from which Ribe- 
court could be seen in the low ground below. 
At 11 a.m. on August 14, the Divisional 
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Commander asked the Colonel in command of 
a dismounted cavalry battalion if he covtld 
take the town before the evening ; and in the 
afternoon, when General Humbert had come 
up to congratulate the men on what they had 
already done and was at the Divisional Hear I - 
quarters, news was received by carrier-pigeon 
that the village had been taken. On August 15 
the Alisch farm was captured on the ground 
beyond Le Hamel. 

The effect of this viiitory following close on 
the defeat of the Germans on the Marne had 
rlepressed the latter and encouraged both the 
liritish and Krench Armies. They looked 
forward to delivering further and stronger 
blows against the already shaken enemy. 

The advance of the Allies had no\^’ freed 
Amiens from all danger. The unfortunate city 
had undergone a sad experience since the 
opening of the German offensive on March 21. 
On the night of Mai'ch 24-25, the German 
aviators bombed the city very severely, causing 
much damage and some loss of life, and on the 
following morning, it was considered (lesirable 
Aor the civilian inhabitants to retina T}m» 
movement was conducted without panic. 
Large numbers left by train ; others marched 
out by the roads with thc‘ir belongings on all 
kinds of vehicles. The object of the ( Jerinans 
ha<l evidently becm primarily the large railway 
yards towards Longeau, for Amiens was an 
important railway centre, and at the part in 
question there was a large collectioti of sidings 
and workshops. On the evening of March 27, 
the first shells began to fall in the suburb of 
Hi very, and a very heavy ’ bombing by aero- 
planes took place during the iiiglit. The centre 
of the town formed their especial target ; for 
instance, the chief hotels about the Place K6ne 
Goblet and the densely populated area from 
the Cathedral to the Place Gambetta and oii 
the Hue do la R^publique. All night long the 
bombing went on, the tiamage done was 
very considerable, and a good many lives, too, 
were lost. On March 26 and 27 there were 
various rumours that the German cavalry ami 
armoured cars were pushing on towards Amiens. 
On March 27 it was stated that they wtsre 
already on the city side of Villers-Bretonneux. 
By March 30 few were left in the town but 
soldiers and the anti-aircraft organizations. 
By the end o^the month almost every night was 
marked by an attack from the air ; in addition 
to that, the guns, which were now witliin ranere 


of the town, commenced to do their worst on 
the Cathedral, but except for the gratihcatioii 
of their natural vice, tlw* Gormans gained no 
advantagt*. They inflicted an immense amount 





THE CHATEAU OF PLESSIS-LE-ROYE. 

of injury on tlu» hoiises, huweven*, and it was 
calculated that one bouse in seven had been 
more or less damaged by bombs or shell -fir<‘, 
and one in 27 completely wreeke<l. The Hott‘I 
de Ville wtts scarred and damaged by the shell- 
fire, but was not wrecked. The Prefeetuiv, 
however, was totally destroyed by a V)omb, atal 
the Museum had one wing badly damaged. A 
good deal of injury was inflictecl on the f Cathedral, 
but with the exception of valuable stained glass, 
the injuries w’cn^ all repairable, 'riio heart of 
the business town, along the Hue des 'J’rois 
Cailloux, close to tla^ Place Gambetta, was 
almost totally dcstroyt^l-- large business build- 
ings wore wiped out ami an immense amount 
of fhimage dom>. Some of tlie finest residences 
ill Amiens had been badly hit and many of the 
churches and i>ther ancient buildings more or 
less seriously damaged. 

On tht? night of August 13, the situation on 
the right of the Allied attack was becoming 
stationary. The pocket occupied between the 
Avre and the Oise by von Hiitier had been 
cleared out and the British and Fi’ench occupiofl 
a position 12 miles in advance of the line frcjm 
which they had advanced. The area which 
now' lay before the troops was the geiierai 
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iOii'Vial f hoiOKraf^ h . 

A STKEEr IN AMIENS AT THE BK(;iNNING OE THE BOMBAKHMENT. 


lirHi (>f tlii'i c)l<l 

Jitnl pi\'r tin* <‘iicniy av strong position for 
<lc*ft*risiv<i fighting. Cross<‘<l ais it wns in aill 
alirortions by taniglod bolts of wii’c*, oovorocl 
by tin*- v<*g«*taibio gi‘ovvt li of two yoairs, full of 
shell lioIa*s airnl (aid tr<*rieli lines, it forine<l n. 
most a^xeelltint jmsit ion for inne}hn<*-giin (h*fenee. 
ddies aitlai<‘ks niauh* by the Allit^s on August IB 
haid shown tlu^ str<‘iigth of these* positions am<l 
ailsotJiail tlHM^nemy w ais vt‘ry st rongly r<*infon*<'d. 

This deteriiiiin'il Ei«*hl-Mairshail Havig to brt'adx 
off the bait til* on this front aind tramsfer it from 
tin* Kourth Army to tin* se<*lor north of tin* 
Somme, w here it did not si*i-m t hait the enemy 
expei*ti*d aittaiek. I ( is int ent ion w ais to aui\’aiiu’e 
in the dir(*<*tion of Ihijiaiunn*, so ais to turn the 
i)ld line of tin* Somme d<*fenea*s from t-ln* north. 
South of tin* Somnn* tin* pressure wais to be 
<-ontinued by tin* Ereneh First aind Third 
Armies, the former of wdiieli now eeaised to be 
under the British Commainder-in-t diief. 

On August !;■» Kravusiirt, Fairvillers aind 
Daiinery were adl eaipt ured by Caumdiams, 
lighting in connexion with llie bTeneli on the 
Jt*ft of the First Fri‘n<*h Army. ]Miiny eouiiter- 
aittaicks were delivereil by tlie (Jermains ait 
5.30 in the evening, but aill were bcavten off, 
aind the Cainaidiains ailoiie reported tiuit in the 
fighting of the previous 24 liours, 200 more 


jinsoners aind some maiehine-guns hiid been 
eai])lured aind 1,300 (*aisuailt ies inflicted on tlie 
enemy, ddn? (iernm.ris, ho\v(*v'er, <hil not- seem 
ineliiieil to give up Koye, for they st.ill hung 
on to Fresnoy-les-lloye aind ( Joyi‘iu*oiirt . 

On August lf»-17 llu*se places were subject 
to ai continuous aiinl powerful airtillery fire, 
but to no infaintry aissaiiilt, which would have 
been a very costly operation. The French 
were I'liii'Hy eoncerned with (_h>yencourt, our 
troops with Fresno'S ; iiu'aiitime, l)ebi*uc*yV 
troops haul pressed on towairds Uoye and had 
captured Caesar’s (^imp immi'diately west of 
the town, and St. Mji.i'ddes-'rriot , a suburb, 
anil l^aneourt, a little village to the south, and 
were within 500 yairds of the staition on the 
nort}i-w«*stern outskirts of thi* town. 
Chavette, betwien Fransart aind Fresnoy, wiis 
taiken by the Canadians on August 17. The 
(iermans still lield a strong position about 
Hatteiwourt, which was now' being bombarded. 
Immediately noi*th of tiie Somnio the position 
Wixs not materiailly elianged. 

Jleyond the killed and wounded, which were 
very numerous, the Allies had caiptured from 
tlie Germans over 33,000 prisoners and 700 
guns. Of till* prisoners taken, tb^^re fell to the 
Hritisli share some 20,000, in which 17 Gk^rman 
divisions were w(*ll represc*nted. By far the 
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largent number wore taken from the 13tli 
Division, which sooins to liave boon practically 
annihilated. From this Division, the 55tli 
Infantry Regiment lost 8 oflic('rs and 1,080 
men ; the 13th Regiment 20 oflicers aiul IHM 
men ; the 15th Regiment 14 oHicers and t>77 
men ; the total being 2,763. Previous to the 
fighting now tleali with, this division ha<l 
suffer* h 1 heavily on July 4 at Hamel, wlier*^ 
500 prisoners were takt'ii and heavy casualty's 
inflicted. From doeuiiuaits captured, it ap- 
pears that on the 2()<.h of t h<i month one of the 
Brigade Commanders aske<l to have ilrafls 
hurried up, as he could not do the work of Hu' 
brigade on the present stnaigth. Tlie n'ply 


captured at the same time included the diary 
of a man of the KiOth Rt'giment., who recorded 
in it that on M*irc*h l<> our airmen tibsolutely 
wiped out both villag*' ami station of Lon- 
guyon about 100 mih's (‘ast of St. Qucaitin 
and far in n'*u* of the i'many’s front lino. 
In the station an ammunition train laden 
w'ith 15,000 sh('lls was blown up, and the 
explosion destroj-ed anotliei- train loadt*d with 
aero])lanes. This gives sonu' idea of the 
<lamage which our aviators intlict<'d on the 
CJ<'rmans. 

On August- 10, after a. number of lights, 
the Third Fnaioh Army carried Pn'snieres, 
while mort' to tlu^ soutli tliey ri'aehed tla* <Mlge 



{(fjjn lal />h:j!orj(iph. 

THE SAME STREET AFTER THE BOMBARDMENT. 


of Ccncral von Borries, who apj)ea-rs to liave 
beiin tlx' Army Coi’fis ( 'ommamh^r, stated that 
th(^ conditions dt'scrilKul wcrt^ l<nown to tla* 
division and to llie liig.her aul-horit-itis, but- a 
supply of drafts could not- be <;xpeet<«l bt'fonj 
August 15. (Vjndit-ions wei-*^ <iven mor*^ un- 
favourable among neighlxau’ing units, ami in 
the inter<*sts of all t-lu? situation had to b«i 
toka-ated. The division theFi sto]>ped in th<‘ 
front line and suffeRxl t hc^ enormous loss<\s 
above enumerated. It must have been re- 
<lu<*ed to tlic* stiH'Ugt-h of little mf>r<' than ii 
company. 

Otla^r divisions also suffered very heavily; 
from the 41st wi^re taken 2,500 prisoners, 
while from the? 114th came 2,300; the I 1 7th 
Division yiedded up 1,800, and the* lOOth and 
noth something iindt^r 1,000 each. Papers 


of Lassigny, woii tladr way throiigli to I lie 
<*astern side <>f the 'riiiest-oui’l weed, and 
sternuMl Pnuprez on the ()jse, tlius rea<-hing a 
])oint- only five* mil<*s fi’om No\'on. 'The advane«5 
hy Thi «'*s<*eurt ls<‘pt. the upper p<a*tien of the 
\'a.lley of t hc' Dix eft e, and w a.s a-net her da.nger 
to Noyon. 

On August 20 the nort}i<*i-n mid of llumlxuM’s 
ai*my <*af »t ur<'t] Bea uv ra ignes, a not h<*r point on 
tlx* railway frein the smith to Koye, and v\hieh 
iiad formed pa.rt of the (iermaji line ef lOUi. 

3’lx‘ nc‘xt <la.\' Lassigny was eaptureil, the 
wlxile, *)r tlie ground round IMeniont i>eeupie<l, 
wliih^ tlie Krene-h ailvaneed through the wood 
of Orval a.nd HNiehed th(i outskirts of (diiry- 
Ourscafup. 3’'h*\se moveanents of the Kreiadi 
4’hird Army sup[>Nanented hy further 

op**ratioris of IVIangiu’s army on tht^ high ground 




BATTERY OF FRENCH 155mm. GUNS IN ACTION NEAR LASSIGNY. 
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botwoen the Oise, Ailotte and Aisiie. TIh'V 
exbMided over a length of 15 niil('s, and then- 
object was, .starting from the forest of Our- 
scamp to tho region of Kontenoy on tlie Aisne 
we.st of Soissons, to carry the higli ground of 
Coiicy-St. (Tobain This formed the central 
pivot of the' (jicrinan de'fences in nortiu'rn 
France ; but as a i>reparation for t he complete' 
elovt^lopinont of the new niovoment it was ne'<*e's- 
sary to carry ce'rtain preliminary ]K)siti<>ns whie-h 
would facilitate tlie movement. On t he morning 
of August 17, the Oerman lin<*s rouiul tlie village 
of Autreches were captured on >i front of about 
three miles. On the evening of the next day 


MM 

gaiic-e was (|uit<- undii nini^^hed e\ I'li after tho 
e\'ents of August S. 

Th(' II rsrr ZritmHj on August S. re\ iewiiig 
wliat it 4i(‘scrihi*>^ as Koch's e\pensiv«* olTensivis 
makc's t In? iollowing stjitt'ment, wl»i<*h is 
<-<'rtainly a. tribute to the accuracy of th») 
(Jerman 1 nt.('lligcn<‘i‘ Dt-part mc'iit ; 

It vt*iy tliiit tlir Mnuh'vh only n hut ml 

iuur a.“' t lit'ii' cut iri' n lu-i*. 'J'lii'V c‘«‘rl uinly 

h'ngt lu'iu'd ihrif nwn tmiil ou u -^nuill --.ret ion hy ^i\’iiu» 
^livi'^lnla hut the wmik f Irt urhiiuMit s to tho 

Kreufh fniut w hirli Arrro pliiri'cl im(li*r ( umutiiI Kort In'Iot ’si 
fiuild luiturally imly luivo u. ‘-nuifl \iiluc a 
rrlii*t. li-ur-, nt av (irriiiain ailtiirk on llu*ir 

trout |iairtiailly oa‘rien>iu«l tiu ir aittituilc ol hut 

t he uumi j^round t’ or I lu *{ r l\C( *] ii 1 1 g 1 1 M I lo r t ill 1 1 t ori ‘t t ri >) a 



{I-'rt ui /i ujjittul iHivtoyjutth. 

LASSIGNY CHURCH IN AUCJUST, 191S. 


a wid<*r fi.)rward movr'inent from the south of 
Uarlcjiont to the north of Fonteno\' won 
a.not]ier 1 1- mih^s from the Oermaris. At the 
sam«3 time French troops (jceupied t he j>lateau 
to the west of Nampeel, taking l^j-a<*y-le- \’a.! 
aiul th<^ southern si<h^ of tla- ra.vin<* of Audigni- 
com*t. Xouvron- Vingre, not far from Kontenoy, 
was a.lso captiirc'd. Tlie (o-rinans made no 
stn'iiuous resistance, ami 2,20h prisoners were 
tak<*n from them. 

On August H) the (h‘rmans were drixen out 
of Morsain and Vassens. On the* sa.ine day t la^ 
Frt'iich Third Army advanee-d from Hibecoiirt 
and capturc'd J^e Ham<*l ; thus lioth from the 
south and from the* uf'st Xoyon was bi*ing 
a,|)proaehe<l. 

As wi! have seen from Ludendorff's Order, 
the ( Germans were beginning to think they Jiad 
got in a tight place, but their ridiculous 4u-ro- 


Ahir.'^hn.l Ku«-li iiiusl hi* sfuighl iii iht- tiu*l thiil (frinnil 
IliU^ i.'- still .-.n gn*iill\ \n cji Lend hy I he (l«‘rrMiin ‘spring 
oft-nsive. I In liU'^ <*\i‘ry rnii-nu to Im* fiMuiiiiiiinid \^ilh 
In'- 

’rh<*re ejMi la* no doubt that earl\' in June if 
md. earlier the (i(*riiians had begun to leel t he 
fa.lling off III thi ir imi.n-])o\M*r ; tlh'ir resiTves 
M’ere g<*tting used up. 'I'.’i's is el<‘arly shown 
from an Order of Oeneral Liidendortl s dated 
•Tulx' h, \\ hieh is a*-, follows : 

Tin* I'f >udi ( iuii ol our n * - o n r« i n r i mn , i u m I 1 ho i ri ♦ n r 1 1 ji-l 
<‘«:oi u >uiin -ifujilioii torn** ic- t rnlurii Umii tho iU’tivi* 
.v.or\'HM* l<» ]i;ihlmg uml- ji.inl to pro< i « d with I h<* gn'iilr.a 
economy in I hn ic«‘ n| t li • /nisnnntl tii tin* iiuxilmry 
-nrvinn [mnii lit forguireoii fluty or hthoiirj. vMl -ni viff' 
or |H*r-onnI foii- idoru.t u ui.'- will ho -.cl ji-kIc in tlr* hn «* fii 
till- nrt/cnf nccc-'-ify. 

It i'^ clf‘nr fi'fun report-, a-- -nhmiftcd tf) the lliijlnf 
i'oinrnand 1 hat- iifui-efunini-sioned oftieer- aiul men 1 rom 
tlie aelivi! :-er\iee are still being einploycfl on post.-, whieli 
ea.ii, and imi-t ahsointely hi* oeenj>ii*il hy non-eomriiis- 
-ionefl ollieers and men from the ati.xiliary serviee, such 
a-, eook-., orderJie.s, (*iinn‘(*n.':. salesmen, elfik-, f*(e. 

F«>r jai.-itions in rear of (he trout rerpiiring vigf.»rou.- 
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SIIK OK A (JKRMAN l/ATTKRY NKAR LASSU;NV. 


pvrsnnHvl, iin'ii on wiiu chiiiioI I>o «*rii|»loyo«l 

(Ml llio Iron! mul«T t ho War Ministry oirciilars <»l‘ Ootn- 
hor llUti I t iiin I ll(‘•^ who Imvo suit rod so\oro lo>>s<*s |, 
uiiti N^ovoiuhor IS, I 'J I 7 I iiion horn in I S7r» or ]»r<‘\ loiisly, 
uiid who liJiN o -,oj‘\'o<J moro than six months in t ho Iron!, 
lino I* "'dl HI t la* hr-.t instarn'o ho clatson. 

A <auutuis-.ion lias hoon a|i|)oint<'<t Cor oaoh army «ui 
1 ho Wostorn Ironl, and tor oach of t ho u:r<mj»s oC arniio- 
nC von Miiok-'u-fn and von S«*hol( m oi'dor t o invosl ijj^ato 
I hoso «|iii‘ . 1 1 'ln ^ and pul an on<l t«» al)Usos, 

'I'ho main purpo o o| llio MioIkt ('oromand is to 
r<'<!o\ or t ho intant i w 

Additional noto. lor tlin j^roiip^ ot arnuos «»t' von 
Maokonson and \ on Soholl/,. ln-<loitd ot ulih-ino iho 
(Jita'inan pcrsunnr! ot I ho au\iliMr\' sor vu-o a.^ romtoroi'- 
in<*ii(s, li ^roator doiiiaml will ho nia<Jo lor 1 o<mI iurfom m I . 

A fiiaUi't* is (‘oiii| iliiiiiiM I (d iii tlio abovt* 
whitdi lta.s a.lN\a\s hmai a soiircti of troohl*' to 
CVanimiiulors in tiu* tiohl -tho t«Mi<h‘iu*y 1o 
iminohilisc nn'ii in tnixiliary diitios. 

Wellington in the* Ptatin.snhir Wilt* (‘oinpliiiiuMl 
that his (hiNiilry wits nsml up to ii hir^n 
oxtiMit in snppl\ in^ onloi-lios to (h'lini’al otliiM'rs. 
Napoloon iilso iit-tuntion to tht^ wasto 

of int'ii takon fi’oin tho lighting units for (;t)ni- 
paratividy nstdess purposes, and no doubt 
t h<‘ ilist'aso w as <'\ t r<*ni(*Iy pr< va.h‘tit iiniongst 
tht* ollhn i’s of t hr (Jt'rnuin Army, rspiMually in 
tiu* highi‘ 1 * ranks, w hosr ilignity in tlicir o[)iiiion 
nH[uiivd thosupportof ji nurnborof underlings, 
it is interesting to read the tierinan view 
the Anglo- Kretadi attack wdiieli eotnineneeil 
on August 8 : 

Tho pla a* I ho <io 

tlofo ?^ys vhioh akly 'd. 'Tin 

liud biM'ii no tiiiio ami tlio «’iaiin.s upon traieport luatorial 


had 1)0011 loo hoavy for an> hut hasty doCoiioo.s to ho, 
orootoil at this )>ortion of Iho fn.iit. 'rho 10 itoiiti' f>lan 
was. umliT t la^ pro! oct ion of a vtuy .short hut oxiroinoly 
inlousi* homhanhnont . to out )ano'< throiiuli tlio (*orma.?i 
intant ry arni aiiilk'ry Jinos I’oi* (ho 'T.ink s(|uadrons. 
'rh«‘rouf»on ihoir oavalry, su|>|)ortod hy 'I’a.iik'^, wa.^ to ho 
pu- hi‘d t lirou^li Iho infant ry lino.s m onhu* to roach on t lu’ 
v<“rv lir^l day ot tho oiTon.-ivi* tho Iholi road from I’oromio 
to Koyo. 

'* 'Ida* faihiro of this plan " i- attnhutod, in Iho 
fir. I phu'o. to “(ho h<*roio ro^i -1 itneo of 1 hi t lonoh 
jjjarrisuiis. which at many point-, hold on in a hiirru*.ano 
of lire until suiroundod on all sido-." ■ AM our lolo^r-aph 
)ind (ok'phono communications hroko dowui and si^n.il 
ro<;J«*ls wore invisihlo in tho thick' lo^f. ()ur oiinnors 
(MtritinmMl to put up a haiiiuj^o until tho\ snddonly found 
the d’ank.s upon t hom in I h.‘ Hank and roar. 'I'hi' maohinc- 
fjjuii.s from t hiva' playod lornhio liavoo in tiio mmiu'r-* 
rank<. Quick as li^htninjn afti r ^^nn was tiiriUMl 

I’iaimi (o hhe/.o into the 'ra,rdvs at .short r.inj^o, while other 
^iins maintained I lie harra^ai to impede tho hiinj_dn;.; up 
ot the liritish ro.sorvavs. In many I)attoT*jos i Iio lust 
>iirvivin)4 ollicors kopl np machino-^un tiro to Iho last, 
.somo, aflor hour.s of ton^h ro.sist jvneo. o\'ou siiooooding in 
fi^hlinj^ Ihoir way hark to Iho Gorman linos. 

“Oil iho .soooiid liay thi* iiritisli and Kronoh rocom- 
mt'iioofl thi'ir ott>aisi\ o wit h 'Tank at lacks, hut, woakoiiod 
hy tho lo.s.st-s i>f llio previous <lay. they did not display 
tho saino vigour. (’aught in tho firo of tho (k-rmau 
hatti‘rio.s, whoso .slioll-hiirsis rai.sod hlaok fountain.s 
iiround tho Tanks, thoir attack wa.vered. Several 'Tanks 
wor ' hit and bur-l into Hamos, while others ( iiria.d tail. 
'J'h<‘ infant ry did not follow^ up properly, and t hi*ir atlair ks 
stopped doatl Only in tiio afit'rnoon wore the Jiritish 
able, wulh the fiolp of f res)i troops, to renew t lie 
alt aok. 

“ ()n tlu‘ entire front from Morlancourf to the Avr^ 
deeply eohtdouod storming waves atlvaiiced, headed Jince 
more by strong 'Tatdv divisions. Air squadrons flow 
ov^erhoud, atlianptmg to smother tlie (jorinun ranks wulh 
a liail of niiichino-min bullets. A smart parrying' c*ount<‘r- 
atiaek by the German infantry n»iio\v<‘ii. 'The tight 
swa^etl ibis way ami that, but finally the Hritish. in 
pito of the strong forces emiiloycd, w'ero unable to 
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make headway on the banks of the Somme and the great 
Roman high road, 

“ Farther south. Franc o-Brit ah assaults on tho 
Rosidres-Arvillera lino succocdod in gaining ground on a 
terrain extremely unsuitod for defence*, so that ovt'tit .tally 
tho battleground on both hanks of the Sonime, which 
furious British attacks could imt l apture, was voluntarily 
given up.” 

Tho following aooount of the procoetlings 
oil August 10, tln> thirtl day of tlio attack, 
only noods to bo compared with tlie actual facts 
as recorded above to put its value in a truo light. 
Tho Gorman loss in material was onormons. 

On the third day of thoir olfeiisive the Fowich launched 
a frontal attack on the German front between Montdidier 
and tho Matz. .'Vs there wore only teinp«u‘itry dt*ft'nct> 
works liero, tho main Gcu-inan troops wen* willulrawn to 
a moro favourable fight ing terrain. 'The Fn iieh altaeking 
forces, which advanced after strong artillery pri*parat ion, 
aoeoinpanied by 'Panks, only caim* into contaet with 
fd. wht a chine , h< mI 

enemy such seven* losses t hat his at taieks weie everywhere 
arrested. After tiio v«‘ry sangiiiiiitry ri‘}nilse of the 
French, whose assa.nlts colhipsed with sev'ere losses before 
our reargimrd line, tla^ rhiniuin rearguan I w»is able with 
v<.-ry sii.:ht losses jind witlanit tho hiss <if any material 

disengage itself from the enemy jukI to withdniw to 
tlie line riu'ntionoil in the ollieia.1 army n*ji(>rt. 

.Vorfh of th(* .Vvre, Fniiieo-Bril ish f’oriH's ma.<le the 
strongest elT.nls laoth t«»wards th<* south with tlie object 
of taking tile new (h'l'inaii f<»rtimtK>ns in the n*ar and 
Iftwainls tla.i north with tlie aahjeet of rolling iifi the 
G a’inan Avn* front, but these etl<iit.s were quite nrisuo' 
COs.sf 111. 

G<‘U(‘nil vuii ArrliTiUC. \vlins(> ('(iinmcnfs on 


the war from the opening to its close, if col- 
lected togetlu^r, would form tin amusing volume, 
contributed to tho Dusseldorjer Nachrichten 
about August l‘k contrihuttvl a stateineiit in 
which lu^ tpiitt^ rightly says “ the Ch‘rmans at 
homi> want to know lu»w tar tln^ t h'rman rtdire- 
intait is going.” His vii'ws an* of tluit form 
wliich is poculitir to (Jcrnmii inenfidily, 

I o this (|iiestion, he says, no pretase answer is possible, 
hut it would reaeli its limit if vital parts of tla* Gt'riiian 
front as a whole W'ere reaehed, or if the whole war 
situation exp«*rieneeil a turn in Germany’"' favour, a 
snppositmn nowise excluded, ami indeiMl prohjihh*. 
Meanwhile, wliat concerns the Gerimui Gommand is 
that the I'nemy on tin* w^hok* giant ]»a.ttlo line from tlu» 
Ancr<’, over tht* SoniTiie to tlu^ Oise mid Aism* mid awav 
to (he Argo I me- -a tlistanco of 1.MM> kiloimt res— [ 121 
liiiles] — lias evhaiisted hitnsi'lf in bloody battle's cos tly 
in losses, I'heii if the Gerinaii I’et i reliient should he 
I'vtendetl to tin* line Peronne- 1 hi rn-La FiNre — that is, to 
the inicltlli' Somme ainl tile Crozat (’anal — which is a 
military assumption, t‘Veii then the enemy w'oiilil have 
n«> groinul lor victorious juhiliition. It w'otild not he 
German unmiid he w'oiilii have w'on, hut a French ilesert. 
w'hieli hi' hiinsi'lf ha- imiiiily made wdiat it is. ’Phe 
present battle region is for the (lerinan (’ommand no 
object for protect loii, it is only a mameiivring ground 
calling lor no |>a,\ment for compen.-«at ion lor damago 
done to 1 he lloor. 

His comment ou the iissist iin(*c wc derived frotii 
the fog is delightful. If- oiuihliMl us, he 
said, fo elTeet a. surprise, and if will, as the 
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s<‘ason (ulvanc<*s, ]ilay a still ^roaU'r part. 
H(* ^c)(»s on to say that : 

A sffoiid iinporf Jiiit fact nr was tlic Tank'', 
which clcv(*Ioj)«*fl into a valnahio variety of tlic 
artillfr\ arm. Tim Knterit#* CVamnan<l sent f<>rw'aril 
many hundreds of 'tanks, jiartly very li^i^ht, thinly 
protec(<*d types, as the advanced ^uartl of tlie infantry 
'^tonn weaves. Wliat the types lack in the strength of 
their prf>t ect ion is atteinpt<‘fl to ho ma<io good hy an 
iner#‘asf‘ of sptjed to nearly 2t> kilometres [12J mdt's] an 



(;KNKHAi. (HLI.UAIN. 
fatmnianded the Hel^inn Army opposing the 
(jrcrman Murine (atrps. 


h«MU’ 'The pr4'liniinar\’ sn<‘e<‘ss <»f thiv weapon, which, 
aithougli not im’W , had so far iml hei'ii eniploy<‘d in •'Uch 
''Irength. wa-'' nolewort l^^■. 'the (<erinan infantry’s 
adaptahihty, Jiowev«'r, sms-e<ah-d in finding I'ffeetive 
iiH'thod'. in tlu' nionu'iit of nee«l again-'t tlu' fin* 4»1 “ tlu^ 
f4» rward - ' 1 ri'a mi ng tiTmr.” 

‘‘ or cuurse," ho udiis, “ the "ranks and 
aniuairtMl xcdiiolcs \> Inch flu* (h'nnaiis posst'ss 
an* nndnnl>t(*dly hotter," and he finishes np l>y 
saying: : 

Angn''f S hronght a lU'w halth* avalanche mlt» • 

Jn its t hn*at ('iiiiig eonrsi* it di«l nuu*h <hunage, hnt it i*. 
to hi* hoped that il will >-oon find its eiicl in the ulaeier 
ei'e\ a'.'^e'^ ot the (iei’inan defeiii'e. 

'The (I'ennan wit'eless report of August 11 
roniarks ; ".Vfler the failure of the plan of 
h\)eh to ent off the (h'rinan troops in tlie ail- 
vaneed positions in tlu* ^larru* wt'dge and I he 
saitgninary collapse of the Viaiu*o- Anu*riean 
attacks against I lie \'esle liiu*, tlu* Kreiu*h 
eiannia>nd<*r attemptt'd a similar niano*n\’n* 
at jiiiotlu*r pju't of tlu* line. "The Jiaste with 
uhieh tlu'st' two opi'rations had follow eti one 
anotlua* sliows the ner\'ons a!ixi<*ty of the 
Knteiili' leadt*rsliip tt) inainltnn the initiative* 


jind to iiiterct‘]>t tlu* dreaded now Germatv 
attack.” All the re*tireinents w’hieh were 
iiiatlo about this period by the (JJ en nans— for 
instance, near Montdi<lier and Albert — wen* 
earrieel out to evade the Franco -British attack.. 
Even more remarkaUle is the statement in this 
rep(3rt — it must not be forgotten it was for liome 
consumption — “ that in the heavy fighting 
betwcfai the Ancre and the Avre on Aiignst 8* 
tho German aerial forces played a preponderat- 
ing part ; infantry and artillery aviators were 
<*onstantIy active^ from morning to evening, 
notwitlistanding the unfavourable weatluM* 
C'onditions. BomV.>ing scjiiadrons attaeko*! in 
the daytime the entany assembling of troops. 
'Tanks and batt-(u*i(*s with o})served good results. 
Anti-aireraft guns not only shot down, in spite 
of the enemy’s eountiT-measures, six eiieni\ 
aernphmes, l)ut aiIso t<iok a snee(*ssfui part 
in the ♦uirtli lighting. At close range tlie\ 

• 

direet<‘d tlu‘ir fin' against attacking infant rv 
and desi royt'd a. iargi* nuinb<*r of armoured eai s 
by <lireet hits. One account ah.au’ n*p(>rtc<l 
t he d(*st met ion of scvi*n cn(‘my 'Tanks. By v ain - 
abk* rcpoi'ts of indefat igably woiking balloon 
ol)scrv(‘rs, w ho contimuMl llu*ir woi’k in spite* ot 
I lu* st rong(*sl c*nem\' artillery and aerial atta< ks. 
our l<‘ad(a'sliip was k(*pt spl<‘julidly uniform. 
'The eneinx endi‘a\’ourt‘d by tlu* formidabh* 
mass(*d <*mploynu*nl. of a(‘roplaiu's to g^iin the 
mastery of tlu* air. ( Jeinian <*ha.sing scpiadroii"! 
wi*r«* ablt* to frnstrati* his jilaiis. Again aiul 
again the>’ thr(‘\\ theinselvu^s against tlu* eneni\^ 
and shot dow n *k‘l enemy niaeliines " .V(.»w 

e«uisi<h'i*inL' tlu* fact that on?* atta(*k was so 
siieec'ssinl on this ilate llial the < lennans were 
drivi'ii ba<*k heltt*i -ski'lter. dest ro\ ed in larg:e 
nnmbi*rs and captured in masses, that tlie.r 
observation balloons did not work at all, and 
that oiii* aviator, s simply swept (hem from 
tlu* sk\ -and tlu* truth of all tJiis is prov'<*<l 
by the ahsoluti* dehaele which ovc*rlook onr 
opponents -it is ineoiiec‘i\ able* t fiat anv body 
eonhl have been found even in (u*rmaii\ to 
write sueli I’idieuhais falsehoods. 

'The enemy was now <*ompell«M| dt*(initei\' f«v 
assmiu* tlu* deft*nsiv(‘ poli<-v hiid tlovvn by 
hiideiulorti. a>nd was alr(*ad\ eomnu*neing to 
withdraw from his jiositions about Sern* and 
fartlu*r north. As earlv' as August <). Tie* 
(ierinans Jiad lu'giin to withdraw from I lu*ir 
forward positions in the Lvs N'alley, ami onr 
line lanl l)t*<*ri adv'ane('<l on the whok* front from 
the l^awt* Hiv'er to the Bourre north-west of 
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Morville, a. nuixiinuiii tiepth of 2,000 yards. 
Oiir troops held L<)con, Le Cornet -^lalo, 

Quentin, J..e Petit- Paeaut and J^e Sart. '^riie 
Boiirre flows sonth-t^asterly Ihron^li the fi»rest 
of Nieppo and joins th(^ l.iys at Merville. The 
Lawe joins tho J^ys also near that tt>wn to 
the south of it. Le Sart is just a mile to 
tho west aiul he Petit-Paeaut IJ miles, 
Quentin 2^ miles and he (\)rnet-MaIo 

miles south, while hoeon is about- 5.J milt‘s 
,to tlie south-east . 

On the night of August 8-0, north of Jvemnic‘1, 
our line was pushes 1 forwanl a short distanee 
on a front of over 1 ,000 yards and a few prisoners 
were taken. 

The most imp<.)rtant in<lieation of Of*nnan 
wciaknt^ss was their withdrawal on tlic* lint* 
Irom liuerpioy to Beaumont - Haiuel wliieh 
began in tho Hebuteriu^ n^gion. Ik'aumoiit- 
Kamel, JSt^rre, Puisicaix-au-Mont and llufcpioy 
were aba-ndone-d. Tin* ( Jenna, n objec't here 
secans to have Ixaai to flatten out tluur sa.li(‘iit 
aial thus short<*n tluar line and diminish th<‘ 
<langt*r of flank att{i< ks. '^rhe grojind yieldcMl 
was f)f a very important <‘lia,ra<‘ter, foi* th(‘ 
positi<.)n bet, ween Beaumont Hamel a.nd Serre 
was an (‘xtr<Mn(‘ly strong on(‘. 'rh<‘ n^t ii’enanit 


began on the* night of Angus! h‘1-14, and the next 
day Xew Zealand patrols pushing forward dis 
eoveretl it a.n<l notiee(l that the ground was 
i‘vaeuat<‘d troin Bossign<»l Wood towanis 
Puisieiix. On tlu‘ jiort h side of Serre t>ur patrols 
were ht*ld up by strong n‘arguar<ls, espeeially at 
Box Wood just wt*st of Pufsieux. Here tlu^ N(‘W 
Zc'alantlers, ludjMnl by hnglish troops, worked 
forward and eomplcdely turned this position, 
taking it and eapturuig its garrison. 

On August* 15 th(‘ advance was (‘ontiiuu'd. 
^'lu* Brit'isli crossed th<* Anere and t!ic‘ Ni*w 
Zeala.n(k‘rs found Puisieux was abandoniMl ; 
Beau(‘ourt -sur-An<*re was t>eeupied. On the 
right, hnglisli troops push(‘<l forward 1,50(1 yards 
to tile south-<‘ast of St*rre aiul on the night oi 
August 15 both (his pla(*<* and Puisitaix w<*re 
ea|)t»ir<‘d. This gavt‘ us a to(a.l a.dvarie<‘ of 
5,000 yards into tJu‘ enc'uiy’s lines. He, 
hc»\\ev(‘r, still Ining on to BiM*t(uoy, and though 
the a.<lvanef' was for a time ]u‘Id up Ji(‘re, still 
t lu* su(*et'ss gairu'd w as (*onsidei*able. Numerous 
small posts of t-hc' usua I eharaetc^r /.f'., ma,(‘hine- 
gun se«‘(ions earefiilly laitrenehiMl w (M*e passed 
by, but hatl to yiehl to our adva.n<*ing 
I l oops. 

'The (Jc'rmans on August 10 a1fac*ked the 
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THE MAHARAJAH OF PATIALA INSPECTS A BIC GUN. 

The Maharajah visited the Western Front in the latter part of July and the be|iinninit of August. 
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British at Dainory, but wore beaten baek with 
heavy Joss. 

Ttie nf»rthorn enrl of the Cennari Jine was 
liol(J })y thcj (jJoriiian Fourth Army under Sixt 
von Arm in, the coastal portion bein^ ^arri- 
soncd by th<i German Mariiu^ Corps under 
Admiral von Stthriider. 'This was oppos^^d on 
our left by ila^ J3el^ian Army, willi th<^ Second 
Ih’itish Army next it in th(' Yju'cs sector. 
Ylui J^(^l<jjian Army was under ( Jenerai (Jillrain, 
and our outer flank was wat<*laMl by th(‘ Dovtu* 
Patrol under Admiral K<*y(*s. King Albert of 
H(‘lgium was in c-bief command Jau'e, anrl at 
bis djs])osal was a. I^'n'iicii J<('serv<‘ Army under 
J )egout ft' w liieb had been brought this flank. 

Ncixt to I*lumer's army was tlu^ Fift h J?rit isli 
Army under ( Jeneral Jhrdwood, th<*Ji tlie Kirst. 
uiah'i* ( Jt‘n(‘ra.l Horia', tlie ^Fhinl under (reneral 
Byng, and the Poiu'th uialer ( ilein‘ra.l Ka\vliust)n. 
Paeiiig these troops, t-la* (ha'iiians had tiieir 
Sixth Army under (haieral \'on (^uast in tlu^ 
Lille r<*gion ; ( lu* S<‘\'<‘nt (*c‘nt h Army uialer 

< General \'on Below holding their lin<‘ from 
Aimy tt) the south of Arras; t h<‘n canu‘ the 
Second (h'rrnau Army under General \'on der 
IMai’wit/. in the SomuK^ <list!‘iet ; then \'on 
I lut ier ill t he neighboui'hood of Bo\-e. ( )pposed 


to him was General Debeney’s First French 
Army and the Third French Army under 
General Humbert. The Gorman troops from 
the Oise to the Aisrie comprised Boolm’s and 
Carlowitz’s army, with Mudra on the right. 
Then came KberhardPs force in the Vesle sector. 
From the Oise to thti Vosle the French had in 
line thtiir Tenth Army under Mangin, the 
Fifth Army unclear GuiJlaumat ; Cioneral 
(b>uraud wit h the Fourtli Army about Heims 
w^as f)pposed to von hjinem with the so-called 
Army of Clutnipagne. Fartlu'r down on the 
right WHS Gallwitz, holding the northern part 
of CorraiiK^ 

By August IS there was a gtaieral backward 
movtaiu'iit of tin* Gernuin Armies fa(ang the 
British, not of a ver^- [>ronounc*cMi cha.ract-er, 
rather one of readjustment t)f their trcaitdies to 
re[)a.ir tla* damages elTi‘eted ])y our advaiKies 
into their troid^ j)osit»ions so as to give t^luan a 
more eontinuous a.nd bed ter liue^ to ri*sist. furl her 
encroa.e]im<‘nts. Their h'ade'i-s w«'re (^vidi^ntly 
k<‘(*ping in t.ladr miials the ultimate' ne<M>ssity 
of b«*ing forc<‘d to ek'peaid t)n t he* gi'(‘a.l ilinckm- 
burg line on wdiiedi so mu<*h labour had Ixm^i 
ex[>end('d. TJiey w’e‘!X‘ gradually coming to 
the opinion that all in front of t hat w'ouhl ha\'e 
to be give'll u]). 



t -i i<s /a tuti o/Jitial f hoiogrqf'h. 

A CAPTURED GERMAN POM-POM GUN, SHOWING THE DISC WHICH CARRIES 

THE CARTRIDGES. 
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iJ'rt Hi h i}it!i t,H pholtiS^r.if^h. 

MATERIAL ABANDONED BY THE (;HRMANS AT FRESNO V-LK/UOY E. 


On August 18 whuii tliu Fourth (Ji'iuuiu Army 
lost tho Out torstooiKi liillo(*k on th<‘ c^astorii 
Biclo of tlio Docqiu* — a position of soini* import - 
aiicHi as it was ovrr 100 foot o\ oi* country in 
wliicli t tio iiM^ro ri^tirod lin(‘s of tho (Jormans 
lay — t in* 4tli arid 1 2th ( h'rmaii I )i visions liolding 
tho oitgo! of t tio plain in front of jM4*tor<*n \\c*i(* 
fully oxpt'ctiug a.ttaok a,nd indot'd laid In'ori 
roiiiforood to resist il. But tlu; Dritish troops did 
not H<lva.noo a.t dawn as <‘xp('ot-(‘d, and th<* (J<‘r- 
nians a])])arontly tliouglit tliat nc^ attack was in- 
tondod for th<* mouKait. At 1 I a.m., howovia-, a 
s<*r<i(‘n from smoki" shells was thro^^ I^ upon tli<‘m, 
4ind a h<‘avy ha.i'ragc' bi'gan under which our 
troops a,dva.ncod and i*a.[)idly oarritHl tlu* tnai- 
oIk's, aii<l by 1 o'clock tlio ri<lg<^ \\as o<‘<‘upi<‘d 
in stnaigth. At 2 p.m. a ]i(’a,v\’ bombardment 
was b(*gun against tlu'- lint‘ we had won and wa.s 
eontinued without ocaising till 1) p.m., whf*n a. 
counter-attack <if iiifa-iitry was delivtu’od. It 
was brouglit. to a <*ompl<H-e standstill by our 
machine-gun fire from the* n<*wly captureel 
crest and driven bai^k with consideradik! loss. 
The result of the t*ntire moveiiu*nt was tiiat 
Wti captur«*d 700 prisoners besieles inflicting 
hi^avy loss(*s in kill<‘<l and woundocl on tin? 
caiemy, and won a position \vlrich gave iis 
3 onsidera})k* observation over tlu^ surrouiuling 
country and <h*prive‘d the* i*n<*my of t his advan- 
tage>. Tiu^ wliole front of tin* British aelvance 
between Vitaix Bereiuin and Bailk*ul iia’asured 
nearly four miles, and in dejith vari<‘d from 
1,000 t^) 2,000 yards. 

On August 19 the pi css in' was continued. 
In tho Meu’ville district t his village was <*apturf*<l 
and our line was pushed forwani to the nortli 
up to the La we river near Ivf'sfrein. It was a 
considerable ailvance and north of Mervilh' 
our troops reached La Courorme and Vierhouck, 
so that the new line we now held ran north aial 


south trtun tht* <*iist of Ah‘i'\ ill«* to the 4‘ji.st of 
Vieux IhaTpiin. Ah'iris, it will lx* rj ‘iiic'inluMed, 
hail be«‘n captun'il a sln»rl tiim* bt'loi’c. In 
till* L<s*i'(‘ ;uM‘a, still farther mirth, tlw* (‘n<‘my's 
lim* <0 <|4‘lem*«“ was also (‘aptiiriMl and s«‘\'<*re 
<‘asualti<'s intlict(*d on him. 

The (.Jermari S»'V4*nt<M‘nt h Army atfiwai’t tin* 
Scarpi* east of Arras retir«M| ontlu* 1 Ht h from 
Ix'fon* lA‘U(*hy, but still clung to the marsln's. 
'TIk* S4*<*ond Army was also pusls'd near 
Eeronm*. 

hav(^ s('t‘n that Kic'Id-Maishal Haig, in the 
middk* of August, had d(*t(*rmim*d to transh'i* 
his atta(‘k to t Ik* s<‘c*tor north of tin* Somim*, 
wIk'I'C' it. did not seem that the 4*nemy exp4‘e|.e«l 
at.ta.<*k. 'riK‘r<‘ was anotlKT reason wliieh 
largely inthiem*ed him, \ i/.., that- the; succ(‘ss 
of the h'oiirtb Arm\' in driving back the 
(k*rman forei‘s oppos<‘d t-o it had threa,t(‘m'd 
tlie l(*ft tlanh of the piisition t hi'ii Ik‘1iI by the 
(dermans from tlu* south; yet anothei* r(‘as4>n 
was thi* us(‘ of tanks, which ha.d playi'd such a 
gr4*at ])art in tla* ri'ci'iit- fighting. k'or this, 
th<* groumi math of tin* Aiici^* river, whi4‘h 
was 114)1 grc*atly damagi'd by sla'lldiri*, was 
v<‘ry suitabh*. A sm*e4*ssful attack b(‘tw4*4‘n 
Albi'rt and Al ias in a sout h-4*ast4‘r ly diri'ctiini 
W4)uld turn the line of t hi* Siamm* smith of 
E4*ronm* and w'ould thus be a sti'p forw’a,rd t^i- 
wanls llu* gr(*at straf4‘gfe ol)j<‘et i\'<i St . Ch*en- 
tin I’ambrai. Mor4*o\'4*r, from fhi* facticel 
[loint of v'iew’, flu* situation was favoiu’able. 
The British now h4*ld the plati'aji south of 
Arras about Buc(|uoy and Ablainzc'vil l<? whicli 
in the tiim^ of thi* former tigliting on t-hir Somim* 
}ia<l bc*en Ix'liind thf* i*rK*my's line's, d'lit* |5ri- 
tisli were* th<*ri*fon* eithf*r across or to thi? 4*ast 
of the fk*rinan systems of tn'iich line's whie*h 
in 191l> it hael >)e'e*n n('ce*.ssary tej attae*k freai- 
tally, anel hael, merre'eive*!-, the* aelvantage' eif 
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[^i/i ralian Of! eial photoRraph. 

LAYING A SIGNAl. WIRE FROM THE TRENCHES TO HEADQUARTERS. 


i'oiniinUKi of virw iit tlint (Into hinl Im*oii 

to tlioiii. 

It was that on tlio morning of 

August 21 an attack sliould tlclivcrtMl on 
tin' north of tlu* Anc-ro to gain the lino of the 
Anas Alhi'rt Railway, vvhioli was hclicvt‘tl (<* 
he tlu* entany’s main line of rt'sistanee. 

August 22 would tlion he devoted to the ar- 
rangenu*nt of ti\>o|>s and guns on this front- so 
as to |)rt*]>ain' for a furtlu*i- mos ement, w hile tlie 
lt‘ft of tlio Fourth Army was to he hnaight up 
hetwe<*n tlu* Somim* and the An<*je. 

On August. 2r{ the priiu'ipid attaelc would l»e 
<leli\ ered by tlu» Third Army and t hose di\’isions 
of the Fourth Arm\' w liieh were north t)f tlie 
Sonant' ; the rt'mainder of (ieneral Kawlinson's 
foret*. wdnk' kt*e|)ing st)nth of t]\e river, w'ould 
push forwai'd so as to f*over the tlank of the 
na»\’eitu'nt . If the o])t'ration w't*n) sueeessful, 
then hotli the 'I’hird and Fourth Artnies would 
prt'ss foiw ard with thegi>*atesl vigour and maki* 
tlu* n\i>st <d’ tht* advantage gaiiu'd. 

As st>oii as the '^Fhird Army had t‘aptuit*<l 
the Merc*att*l spur, t hereby st*euring tlie stait hern 
flank of the British while assaulting tlu' ( Jerinan 
posit it>ns on Orange Milt and round Monehyde- 
l^rt'ux, then the First Army would extent! tlu* 
British front by attacking to the north <»f tiu' 


Thirtl Army; tlu* river Sensei* would serve to 
eo\'er the* left of this foi*(*e. Tlu* right of the 
First Army would attat'k ('ast of Ai'ras and t urn 
from the north the western end of tlu* Hinde'ri- 
burg line, from which the eni'iny would tht‘ri^by 
be compelled to retreat. Sir Douglas Haig 
ho])(*d that this very gradual extension of the 
British front, of attack would misli'ad the enemy 
as towlu*rethe main blow would fall, and would 
<*nuse him, for this reason, to throw in his 
reserves in a ]>ieee-meal manner. 

On August 2 1 , at live mihut es to five* a.m., t lu^ 
TV . ( ’orps, commanded l)y Lii'ut. -< l<*n. Sir ( J. M. 
.Harpi*r, anil the \T. (/orf)s, r'ommanded by 
Lieut. (Jen. .1. A. f.^. I faldane, both belonging 
to vSir Julian Byng's Third Army, attac ked on a 
line which I'xtended from Beaueoui“t -sm*- Anei*e 
s»nith-west of Mii*aumont. to Moyenne^'ille, 
a fro?it of sonu* nine miles. The attack was 
opened by five divisions in front line, viz., 
the 42nd, Xew Zealand, and 37th Division.s 
belonging to the LV. ( ‘or[)s arul the, 2nd and 
(hands Divisions of tlu* VI. Corps. With tluun 
was a eousiderablo niimlu*!* of tanks. The 
enemy's front line of defences was rapidly 
masteivd without much resrstancc. Through 
the leading ilivisions of the T\". Corps the 5th 
Division and the r»3i*d Division, tho lattc^r 
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under Major-Cen. C. 10. La\vi*it\ pns.sefi, arid 
Mirough the 2nd and (Jvianls Divisions, tlu' :ird 
TMvii^ion of the VT. Corps niKlor Major-CJei*. 
('. J. Devorell contiiuied the* attack. 

When the assaidt began, it was eo\ere«l to 
some extent by fog. Tn the second p]iasc‘ 
of the mo^'elnent, it beciuja^ mori' <lenst' and 
led to some loss of direction, although this ilid 
not ha\'e inneli efft'ct on tlK> battle*. .\s in the* 
fighting south of tlu* Somme, so lu*re the* mist 
helped us. Dm* artillery lire kra'w the* ranges 
of its targets, wliereas the (*neiny eoulel not. 
sf*<* our infantry adv ancing. Only a v ague out line* 
•of the in'art*st aial larg(^s<. obj«*cfs was visible*. 
se> much so (bat. prise)ne‘rs eir weaiueled e*e»ming 
baek only b(‘(*am(‘ visible whe*n (hew apf)roa<h<M| 
vv it hin aO yai’els. 

"^rhe* arti!le‘r\' and e)nr lre‘n<*li mortars wen* 
able*, tel) pour a. mass e»f fire e)n the* pe>sitions to 
be* attaekeel, wln're'as the* e*»ie*my\s tire* was 
•casual anel i!l-ehre‘e'le*el. Se) sn|)e*rie)r was e>nr 
fire* and such ge)e>el weerk eliel the* tanks <|o tlait 
e>ur me'u suffe'i'e'd v'e*!*v' little* e*ve*n frean the* 
mac)iine.*-guns of tiie* (ici'inans. 

d'he fighting was now iimre* bitte*r, partie*u- 
hirly about Achiet-be*-! \‘t it a.i\el be»ge*a.st we)e»el. 
.At both th(*se j)lae*(*s the. e*!i<'my ceeunte*!** 
attacke'd with gre*at vn'ge)ur. Xe'vcrt lie'le'ss enir 
tre.)e.)ps • rea.ched t Iw line* e)f tJie) Arras .\lbe‘r t 
railway ejii practically tJie* wheeler front e>f attack, 
e*a.|)tured t]l<^ t.wo pe)jnts just named, anel a.lse) 
'Cf airee'lU's and Moye*nutwdlle*, bast of the*se* 
(we) pla.ee*s tla*y eTosse'el the* railroael. d'hi* 
2 1st J^ivisioii of the* V. CVerps a.iek*el the* 
mejveme*jit hy <*le*aring the* (h*riua.us freein tin* 
irnrt h l)ank e>f tlu* Aiicre^ abeeiit lk*a.ue*ourt . Thus 
the* re*s«ilt ejf the* hmite*d atta<*k w as <*omf)l<*(e*ly 
gaine*<l witlie)u* gre*at loss, anel 2,(H)(f priseauTs 
W'e*re? take*n. d’he*s(* he*louge‘d tee tlie* 2’51(h 
'< J<*rman Divisie)ii, tee (he* 2nel (biarel Ke*se*rve* 
Division, the*. 4th Havariaii, the* |8.4rel a.nel (lie* 
.Kith Ke*se*rve* Divisiem. Tliis gav'i^ us biveeur 
able* gre>unel fre)m w hie*|j to se*i e>ul feep- e)ui* 
Jiia.iii aitae*k. ddie* aelv'ane-e* was a e*|e ar preK»l 
of the^ ae I v'iMit age* we* had g*iiiie*el bjy (lu* < ie*rma.n 
re*tire*me*nt . pre‘V'ie)us! alhiele'd to eai jjage* Ida. 
anel the* oce*upa.tie>n eef lk*aume>nl llaiiie*!, 
Se*rre*, l*uisi<*eix -au-.Mont, Hiicqueiv' auel Ablaui- 
y.e*vdlh*. l^he* elista.iie*e*s eai!‘ tre)e)])s hael te» me)ve* 
fea* tile* first ])e>rtie)n eef flu* attack we*rc e*om- 
parative‘ly moelerate*, anel unele*r e*e»ve'r eef the* 
feig we*re* e*a,silv" t reiv e*rse*(l.^ No pre*liniiiiar\ 
'he)inl)ardmt*nt was maele*, anel flu* artille*ry fire 
anel infantry attae*k suppoi*te‘<l by (lie* tanks 
,toc)k ]>lae*<* te»ge*the*r< 


uw 

It wonlel a[)pe‘ai* that the Oermans in a 
general sense vve*re expe_*cting to bt> atfaeke*el, 
but whe'u it actually e)ccurre*d it teieik tlu'iii 
soinew bat by surprise. Thei ele*p(li e>f e>ui' 
aelvarieep v arie*d frean ,‘>,000 te) a, 000 v arels, 

Tbe^ fighting re>nnel Miranmont was meere* 
severe) trha>n at^ nost parts of (he* line*, e*spe*ciallv' 
a.t a )u)iut just ne>rth-we*sl e)f (he* village* kne)\vn 
as the* Ik'an - Ke'gare I De>ve'cot, whicli was eai 
the* Ariranm(»nt-lhiisie*iix road. TJiis v\as ap- 
pare*ntly a. borne for e*a.rrie‘r (lige'ems, and also 
wa.s the* sito for a. wire*lt'ss te‘le*graph\ plan*. 



IhJimn e- y*M‘. 

MAJORAJHNHKAI. C. J. UEVHKHM . 
(k)mmanded the 3rd lliviskion of the VI. Corps. 


anel a fie*lel gem was in peisition (lie je*. 'The 

wire*le*ss plant was re‘mo\e*el, but l)e‘teae* the* 
gun e-eailel be* take*ti file* ( h*rmems e*onnle*r- 
attacke'el and di'ov '* ba<*k eair !ne*n. I‘au*l v in t he* 
e v'e*iiing. he)we*ve*r, a fre‘'-h a(tae*k r<- e-nrt(fne*re‘<l 
t he* Dove *e*ot a ne I 1 he * g i u i wa s I i na 1 1 V ( a ke *n ; but 
the* <a*i*mau.- ehd imt gi\*“ up all he)pe* at (Ins 
pe>int. There was he-iv y arlilhiv' lire* (hreatgh- 
epiit the- night anel at .*{ a.ni. tiie*y put ehiVNii a. 
he*aA'v hairage- e»l ga*> she lls. 'This was folhiwe el 
up at t ei'e-lewk ; a ne w e(i\i^^ion e)f (he* e‘ne*m'y', 
the* .*) 2 ne|, altae-king. anel e>ue*e* meire* eair lii'.e* 
waseirive*!! baeic. ( )nr art ille*ry t he*n e)pcne*el an 
mt e-n.'^J V e* fire* against this pe>iii(, anel at ti ei'cloek 
the*. pe)sitie)u wll.-^ tigain e*apture*el h;^' ns anel thei 
gnii take*!! bae k to I her rear. 

Acbie*t -le*-< inmd was aiuitlu*!* peiint w he*re* a. 
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Revere Htrnggle took place. Here there was a 
cJec‘p cutting through wliich th(i railway ran, 
the near-.side hank of wliich was organizcnl h>r 
inacliine-guns, while bc'hirul the cutting was a 
nuinlH'r of fu^ld guns. This inmkMt cliflieult for 
our tanks to get to work, but (*ventua.l]y the 
trofips su<rcee(l(*(l in acquiring it. A <h*rinan 
<livision whieli was concentrated f(jr aii attac'k 
at r» }i,in. on August 22 farther up the line, was 
*-ofiiplete|y brought, te a staiulstill by eur 
artillery lire, the position being reperted to 
the guns by oui* aer-oplane observers. 

WMmti Sir’ I )ouglas Haig’s great offensive 
bega.n f>n August. 21 the Air l^’oree ea.?ne into 
great ])rominen<‘e again. In the <*ar'ly inorning 
a thick mist, [a’ev’^tuitetl our naurhiiies from 
taking part, in the battle, but a.s tire sun 
obta.intrd moi-e ])<i\\er the sky gn w elear<‘r, and 
for the rest of the (la>" our avuat ors triok a V(*ry 
aetiv(' f»a.rt in the batth*. 'The same Systran 
was ranployr-d as at. the attacks in the earlier 
part. t»f .'Vugiist- on the Somnu*. Sonai of tla^ 
aerof)la.nes k<‘pt. touch with t Ik‘ rauany and 
r(*port<‘(l back to our a-dv iuieing ti’oops. ()t lira’s 
aetiv’r’ly sup[M)rtr‘d our infantry' with bombs 
a.n<l ma.ehinr*-gun tir’r*, whilr* somr* a-r-tral on t hr* 
lines br’liind thr* rairauN' a.t t a.r*king t hr* t ra,iispr>i’t 


coming up and his columns on the march. In 
many instancrr^s they succr^eded in silencing the 
anti-aircraft guns of the enemy by bomb 
r^lropping and machine-gun fire. Altogether 
12 tons of bombs were droppral by us during 
thr* rlay c>n s(*vaTal objectives. Twenty-nine 
Herman ma-chinr’s wta'r^ accounted for, against 
vvliic’h wr‘ bad 8 of ours missing. One of tlie 
Cernuin obsra’vaition balloonsalso was shot clown. 

''riir* night of August 21-22 was clear anti thr* 
moon was full, ami this enabled our aei’t>plaiies 
tr> do v(‘rv gr)orI work ; largr* iiumbeTS of bombs 
wta*e rlrr)pped over tlu^ crjinmuuicatioiis close 
br*lLin<l tliti front a.nrl low-flying maeliinr's 
aftaekrMl trriops and t ran spt iris on tht> roads. 
Soim* r)f our btimbing inafhines saw a long 
erilumn of sr)me 20 Hra’maii lori*it*s gr>ing 
tlii’oiigh a. rh’lilt' in a simkr'u roatl. '^rhr*y 
bombed it and got rlii’cet hits, w hieli aeeoiiiitefl 
fr>r eight vehicles. Somt^ of the nanaining 
itrrries got away, oiil\' lo be blocked in aimther 
cutting fiirthr*!’ along thr* I’oarl. Hr*n' again 
rail’ airmr.ui a.ttaekt*d, a.nd w ith thr‘ir hrimbs a.nd 
machine-guns wi‘(‘ekr‘rl Ihrun all. In adriition 
tr) the at t e!!i<'ir)n w hich tht'y paid to the im- 
mt‘rha(e front of aetirin, aviatoi’s alsri bombt*rl 
ina.iiv' points br'liiial the (h’rrnau front lines. 
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oa August 2'2 th(‘ MI. (Jorps 
to part <»f lli(‘ Faiii’t h Army a.'^sistiul by a. sma!l 
numb ‘P ot Tsink'^, a.t.1 a-rktv I in (‘omp \.nv wil h 
tli<* 1:7th, 12tli and bSth I)i\asi<Mis ; t lu' .‘Ir.l 
Ansi ra,| ia-n I)i\'isioji (•<)( »p.>iM.I in^ <ni tli<‘ rinln 
()l Mia .‘{Sth l)i\'isinii on tlic Inft (kink. Tlir 
ISlIi DA'ision, undai* .Major-! Jcnanil K. I*, 
sn»'c(‘s.sfnlly forct'd lli(‘ river Ancra and aapi lin'd 
• Vltxa’l- by a \v<‘jl-(‘X(‘aul rd an\'<*lopinjj^ nio\*n- 
nu*nt Iroin Ilia soiilli-aist.. '^I’hns onr liiu* 
b»‘t\v('t‘n Mu^ Smiima and th(‘ .Vnara w a.s a.d- 
v^a.n(*(‘d wall to t ba east of t ha Hra.yo-A(b(‘rt 
rt)ad a,nd tln^ lafl of (ha FonrMi Arni\' on I lio 
Somma was bronj.ifit up in aonforinily with 
th's a.dva-nai’ anil pi'olon^od our Jina t o I lio 
south. Ovar 2,100 prisonars a,ud a. faw' jj^uns 
w<'ra t a, Icon by us. 

rua ui^lit of August 22 WMs alaa.r aial li^^ht 
almost to (ha r‘isin>^ of sun. 'This anaJilail 
our IjonibiiiL*: uuiahinas to drop 2.*»A tons of 
bombs on s(‘!aatad ta.r^<*ts. A notabla f)ua of 
I hasa as I ha bridui* at .Vubi^ny-au Ihia* on 
tlia road aounaat inu^ Dcaiay with Mambrai. All 
our ma, chinas n'turnad in safety and suaa(*ajlod 
m briuf?ing down ona of t ha anani>''s iud?ht- 
Oyin^ aeroplanes of la r^a size. 

August 23 saw tlia beginning of tlia main 
attack of Sir Jloiiglas Haig’s armies, along a 
Iront of 33 milas from tiia point wlua'a wi‘ 
joint'd on to tht' Frtmeli First Army, just nf)rth 
of Lilians, to Meraatal, which is on tJia Arras- 
Bapaiimt? road, about 3J milas south of tin* 
former town, and ni*a.r where the Hindtmburg 


line Irom Ihilks-onrt -(hn'anl joiiH<l Mk* old 
Arra.s-\'im\^ tlarman <laft*naas of I Dili 

On the avt' of tin* opara.lioiis Sii’ Oonglas 
Haig issued inst I’uat ions to tin* t I’oops undi'i' 
liis aommand, in which ha draw allantiou to 
tin* fa\'tairabk‘ ahangas w'hiah had la.kaii place 
in tlia .Vlh(‘<l [losilion. Wall might ha do so, 
tor the (Jarmans had bi'c'u dn\'an baal; all 
along their line from Kemmal to Soissons and 
beyond. S i* Ooiigkis emphasi/ad 1 Im‘ na»*essil \' 
for all ranks |»> a<-l with tin* iiIiihksI boldness 
a lid rasohit ion. a ud ordered thal wliarevei- Mie 
t Im pi es.^i ire W , be 

in<*n‘ased. This was taking a k*af out of Mie 
( J»*rmau boiik. to?-, as we hiiA i* simmi aval* --jina?* 
Mar«*h21,it ha<l bet*?) kiid down b\’ (heenem\' 
<*<nnma.ndars t hat whi*ra siMcasses wer-e gauicil 
than* t ha\' war«* to be pnshe<| home, and that 
troojis ^\'are not to lie \*a.mi> saaiifiai'd against 
points w hiali held out. 'This wa.s, of a(»u?*se, 
aornmon sense; w h(*re a line is pju’tiall\" and 
siicaessfull v brok(‘n small pol l ions wlii<*h ai'<‘ 
not' coiKtuered for t lie moment must (*va nt ua.l!y 
fall if th«* line of e<aMpiest ,-A\eeps on. 

Muring (he night of August 22 23 I tie 
(Jarmans madt* two attacks f>n our positions in 
t hi* naighbourhood • if I kiillascourt k’arm,aast of 
naaiiaourt, and a small local attsulc to the 
riorth-wast of Baillaiil was stoppcid b(*fora it 
l•^•achad our tranche's. 

At a fjuartar to tiva* on (he morning of .August- 
23 the great attack began. .Mora than 100 
3’anks were employed cjii different parts of ( h< 
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K(>AI)-MAkIN(; IN JHK KI:C()N0UHRF:I) ARHA: breaking UR IHE GROUND FOR 

i.f:vf:luin(;. 


Iroiit ; (hri«* uns n<» | >rrliiiiiiiai‘\- hnmhnrd- 

iN»‘ii(, but tlu' nrtilUr\- '^iippli^Ml t hr usiml 
hnirn^r. On 1 lir flanl\ and ^'ontli 

nl llir S<aninr tla* :F2n<l British l)i\ision. 
nndnr Majord Jrn. 'I\ S. lannhrrf, and t hr 
ls( Australian I )iN'ision, un< Irr Majnrd 'I\ \\\ 
(Jlas^ou, ad\a.n<*<*d aiul captun'd llrrlr\ilU‘, 
( Mnii^nnllrs and diniunrs. 'Tlir pnsiiirai round 
llir two iattrr villa^i's \Nas a ^t ron^j; <nir, t la* 
wtauls math of t hr fonnrr and hrtwmi it aiaJ 
tlir Soinnir Uanal hrinLr stoutly drhaaird, 
aial t hrrr was a. p;ood <U'al ot sr\'<*r<* lighting 
hrforr t lir\ w r n* ra pt urr< I : hut r\'rnluan\ t hr 
(.'rrinans w rrr n‘pn{sr<| (with a loss of o\ rr 
2. BOO prisonrrs) aial our tro«)ps <»rrupird tlirm 
aiai pro<*4*rd4'i I a littir rartln‘i‘ on to I la- hi^zh 
j^roural rast of ( Maii^ia's. 

At I hr sainr tunr t hr hSili Division trom tja- 
III. (’orps and thr rij^jht Ih’iradt* (»f t hr dSth 
Di\ision from thr \\ ( ’orp^ attarkrd in tia* 
ia‘i^dihourho(.d of Alhnt, and aftrr hanl 
liujhting rapturt'd thr Jiigh ^jfrouial rast of 
tla* town k?a>wn to thr British Staff as thr 
lara aial I sna. hills.* '|'w<» <‘ompaiii<*s «if thr 
AN <*lsh Krj^imrni , forniin^i part of tla* Irft 
Briuiidi' ol thr ,iSi h Di\‘isioii, wad<'i( a<*rt>'^s thr 
xViarr in tla* nri^hhoui-hoo< I of Hainrl and 
pr<donKt‘d tla* U*fl of tla* tormrr attac k, ladihn^ 

* \\ hjt<’ i( i'v ;( prjK lift' to thr XMiioii'. hilN tind 

variuu." gmind toaluiv*'- in)^iii'<hin^ luimr.'., it is u 
pity that w lira rlu*s aiv puhlishrd maps ih> n«)t 

arroniiiaay ihra; .diowing wlirrt' thrso ])oints arr, 
hrriiiisr w lira 1 ln>y arr raailr known to thr public* thorr 
ran hr no ira-on lor nirrfully roinrnlinu thr loralilios 
in tinrstion. 


tla‘ii [)ositioiL on I la*. rast ^of tJir ri\‘rr a^ain^t 
constant roimti'i -at t arks hy 1 hr ( ;<‘rjnaMs. 
During lla^ luornin^r thr ofhrr tlivisions of thr 
V. (Nirps -y.f'., thr 17lh and 21sl Divisions, 
thr l\\ Dorps, rousistiMk^ of thr t2nd Division, 
thr Nrw Zralaiid ])i\’ision aial tlu* otli and 
tDth l)i\’isions, ;incl tlu* \^T. (*or])s, roinpi'isin^ 
tlu^ Guard*-, tla* 2nd, lU'd, obth, and 52nd 
llivisitais attark(*d idtm^ tlu' front- lau'tli tif 
Alhrrt, din*rtin^j: tlu* rJaff wt‘i^ht of tlioir assault 
upon tlir (h*rma.n liiir rxtrndin/i: fi'oni Miraii- 
niont up to Boirv-B(*c(pu‘rollr jtisl a. litth* 
north of Boyrlk*s. 'Vho 17th and 21st. Divisions 
puslu*d up thr U*ft hank of tlu* Anrn* north 
ot Ihirpxal — /.r., on tlu.'' Irft of oui* atta<*k 
troin Hainrl — hut, although tlu* ground ahout 
^hirp^al was apparrntly orrupird, it was not 
part ot thr ]ilan to ad\atu*<' to any drjith in 
tiud <hn*rtion on this day. 'J^hr :hd Division 
ot thr A I. ( ’orps inov'i'd to ihi' assault- at 4 a. in. 
aiul raptiin*d Gomirrourt, taking 500 ]>risoiirrs. 
and ihiriim tlu* inorniiit; tlu* at f ark sprrad 
alon^ thr front of thr I A\ ( V>r|)s also. Tlu^ 
th*rinan outpost hnr was quickly prurtratnl 
and tluur main line of ivsistancr was stornu*d, 
our troops ])c*nrtratin^^ some distaiirr hryoiul 
it, B»ihuroiirt, Krvillrrs, Boyrllrs, and Boiry- 
Brc*qiu'rt*llr w i*rr (aptnrrd. :\rorr than 5,00t> 
prisonrrs w**rr taken, and a considorablr 
niiinlu*!' ot ^ujis. riu* t Irrinans w'<*rr )i€^r<> 
hr^iiining to sho>v that t ho oontiinu'd suc- 
rrssrs of tlir British troops were* att'rctin^ 
tJieir moral, atul sijjns of confusion and <iis- 
orirani/ation hcH^ainc evident. Hie Arms- 
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Jiapaiiiiie main road was ent and our forces 
were closing on Hapauino both from the 
north and north-west. Thi.s U*ft tlie enemy 
on the Thi6pval ridge salient in a [>erilons 
po.sition. It will bo romombere^l that tlu? 
17th and 21st llivisioris liad not madc^ any 
attempt at great progress in tin’s direction. 
It was plainly bettor to outflank the Gta*mans, 
as was done by the advance of the IV. Corps, 
and thereby expose them to being cut «)tf. 

During the ensuing night (23rd-24th) tlie 
action was kept up and wtait on with grea.t 
vigour the next morning on tin* whole front, 
from the Soiiiine to Neiiville-Vitasse. 8hortly 
after midnight the *trd Australian Division 
took Bray-sur-Soinme and tin*. 47tli Division, 
uinler Major-( ieimral Sir G. M\ Goningi^ with 
the 12th and 18th Divisions of tlu‘ III. (Anps, 
comprising London and Last County troops, 
extended our line right across the high gn>iuid 
bt^tween Dray and J^a Boisselli; ou the road 
Albertdiapauine. In the ju'iglihourliood of 
the latter village an<l at some otii('r points the 
lighting was very seven', and -i. numhi'r of 
prisoners wore (^ajitun^d. 'Thus our line was 
compl(^t.(i from the Kreneh south of the Somme 
to a point on the north about N<aivillo-Vil a.sse. 

On tlio loft of thti 4tli Army the Third Army 
again moved forwanl with tlu^ sanu' di\ isions, 
attacked the lialf-d(*morali/.ed G<u*nians a.nd 
pross<Ml thorn back witli gi’eat vigour Tin* 
hostili* positions on t he 'Thiepval ridge, which in 


1910 had been such a cause of heavy loss to ns, 
wi‘ri? ca.rri(xl by a wt4l-arrange<l eonet'iitrie 
attack which came down fnmi the liigh ground 
about Pozieres. The brigade of the ,‘lSth 
Division wdiicli attacked <^)n the’ right, c*rossed 
the Anc’re at Albert, during the (’arly part of 
the night- and fornu'd nj) elos^^ to tlu’ (Jerman 
lint's on a narnnv front between the Albert - 
l^ozieres line' a.nd the marshy ground on lla^ 
left bank of the Anere. The left lirigade of 
this division wadtul through the stri'am 
opposite Hamel, notwit list a.n< ling that it was 
breast higli and that the troops wen- umler 
heavy fire, and formed np as a. (Ii'i inan i*ouiiler 
attack wa.s being delivered against the two 
companies of the Wi’lsli llegiiiKait. whicdi had 
ei*oss<‘<l tluj rivc'r ait tlie same, point earl\ ori 
the morning of August 2.‘{. Otlua* divisions 
of the V. Coi'ps movi’d forward on tlie left, of 1 he 
^{St h Div ision, an<l Ix’tw een tliein t h«\\' dro\o 
tln' G('rma.ns from tin* high ground alxoe 
( )viIli'rs-la.-lloiss(‘lle a,nd 'J4ui'*[)\ a.l. (Jontimimg 
the adviUice, the V. Corps ga.ined Couri'i'leite 
and Mart in[)uieh. .Alirauniont,, wdiieh had held 
out, lor t hriH' <la\’s against, our attacks, and 
1 he garrison of w hich had now appa.rentl\' <*oine 
to the end of tlieir resisting |x)\\'<*r, W'as eariie*! 
by t in' 42nd Division, under Ma.jor-( len»‘i‘al A. 
S(»lly- Klood. .Many pris(ai(‘i*s wc're (‘aptnreil. 
Then th<‘ division advanced a.n<l ea.pt nre<| 
l*vs. Majordteneral 4, Ponsonby, with the 
.^t h Division, eaptiiri’d hies, then pns}ie<| on 
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and, aided by the New Zealand Division, under 
Major-General Sir A. H. Russell, and some 
Tanks, which rendered great service, cleared 
Jjoupart Wood. New Zealand troops in section 
took Gr6villers, ami reached Avesnes-les* 
Bapaurne, and also aided in the capture of 
Biefvillers-les-Bapaiime by the 37th Division, 
unfler Major-General H. B. Williams. 

On the high ground betwei»n Sapignies and 
Mory the resistance of the Germans strengthened, 
but our troops pre^ssed up closely to those 
villages, while the Guards Division, under 
Major-General G. P. T. Fielding, carried St. 
Iw6ger. Still more to the north the 5(5th Divi- 
sion, under Major-General Sir C. P. A. Hull, 
had heavy fighting round Croisilles, and on the 
high ground of tlie spur to the riortli-west 
known as Il6ninel st^veral thousands of prisoners 
were taken, and many guns and a very largo 
amount of material of all kinds were captured 
by our troops. To the left of the 5tith Division 
was the 52ud Division, und<*r Major-General 
J. Hill ; his troops took Jlenin-sur-Cojeul and 
ISt Martin-sur-Cojeul. 

Nortii of the Scarpe the section of tho 
German front line north-west of Fainponx was 
taken, and north of tho l^a Bassee Canal our 


troops penetrated into the old British front 
line north-east of Givenchy and took some 
60 prisoners. During the night our patrols 
occupied Neuf-Berquin, which had been 
abandoned by the Germans, who left a 
considerable •number of dead there, and early 
in tho next morning our line to the north 
of Bailleul was advanced on a front of a 
mile. A counter-attack attempted by the 
enemy later on in tlie day was completely 
stopped by our artillery fire. 

1^110 predominance which the Allied aircraft 
had obtained in the air was particularly shown 
during the commencement of Sir Douglas 
Haig’s offensive. On August 8 tho aeroplane 
squadrotis were in close co-operation with the 
Arniy along tho whole battle -front throughout 
the day. They worked hand in hand with tho 
cavalry, giving them information as to where tho 
enemy were and aiding the horsemen by their 
machine-gun fire and by bombing points which 
had to bo attacked. Our aviators constantly 
reported tho position reached by our attacking 
forces, while tho machines in connexion with 
the artillery signalled back to our guns tho 
positions of tho hostile artillery, infantry, and 
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CAVALRY MOVING FORWARD. 


transport on tho lino of march. MortMjvcr, 
special machines supplied our advanced troops 
with ammunition. Their co-operation with 
the Tanks was also very thorough. They gav(^ 
them information as to whore tho onemy’s 
strong points were, and they attacked those 
with bombs anil inachino-gun fire. They 
rendered another groat service, for they drojjpcMi 
smoke bombs along the line of advance, which 
helped to conceal tho approach of the Tanks 
from the Germans. The actual part in tho 
battle taken by our fighting sc^uadrons was a 
great one. They bombed tho enemy in his 
retreat, causing havoc amongst masses of 
troops and transport on roa<ls congested with 
traflic, and they deluged them with their 
machine-gun fire. Bombing squadrons flying 
farther afield and keeping only a few hundred 
foot from tho ground attacked trains, railway 
junctions and bridges. We lost altogether 
49 machines, the larger portion of wliich werti 
brought down by fire from the ground, which 
shows how closely our aviators had sought 
out their targets. On tne other side they 
brought down 65 German machines and also 
five hostile balloons. 

On August 9 the work of our airmen con- 
tinued without intermission and our balloon.s 
followed up close behind the advancing lino 


and carrieil out continuous and valuable obser- 
vations. Sixty-one Gorman machines were 
accounted for, against whitdi we lost ,23. 
Thirty-eight and a half tons of bombs were 
ilroppod durii^g the day and 18J in the course 
of the following night. 

The next day thi^re was st^v'^cre fighting in 
tho air, cliiofly over the an‘a wlu^re the figliting 
was taking plaiu^. Sixty-one of this enemy’s 
machines were brought down, against which 
we hiwl only to s(‘t off 12 of ours missing. In 
their work on the battlefield 2.*U tuns of bombs 
w’oro dropped, wliile in the Somme valley, 
principally upon bridges and stations, during 
the night of August 10- 11 .*11 tons w(U‘e let fall. 
In addition to < liis, thc^re was, of course, the 
usual work of rijconnaissance and observation 
for the artillery and the same close connexion 
between the troops actually fighting on tha 
ground and those in the air. The amount of 
small -arm ammunition tliat thc^ latter poured 
down broke all recent records. During the same 
night two German bombing machines were 
brought down. The first was a giant with 
five engines and a heavy load of bombs. 
Unfortunately it came dow'ii in flames and its 
bombs exploded when they hit the ground. 
Tho result was that very little information 
wa.s obtained with regard to the construction 
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of the aeroplano. Tlie French wore equally 
active (luring this p€5riod, working in cIoh<‘ 
<;ontact with their attacking forces and engaging 
the (lennan aviators in many combats. Four- 
teen of their machines were brought down and 
nine captive balloons destroyed. 

During the day 23 tons of bombs were droppinl 
on troops and transport in the battle zone as 
well as on various points behind the front, an<l 
during the night (9th- 10th) seventeen tons of 
bombs wore dropped on stations at Ham, 
Tergnior, Neslo, Hombloux, and on many of 
the Dorman bivouacks. TJio Gormans gave the 
number of macliines brought down by them on 
August 9 at the same figure as wo published - 
viz., 23. TJu^ rest of their reports were cliiefly 
filled up with the records wliich their airmen 
w(H*e suj>pos(Hi to have obtained. These are 
quite uninteresting, and would require much 
more verification than they have hitherto 
roceivexl to bo believed. 

The German report for August 10 sttUes that 
there was v’-ery lively aerial activity over the 
battlefield, but gives no details. These can 
be supplied from British reports. Forty-one 
German machines were destroyed and 20 others 
driven do\Nii out of control, against which we 
lost 12. 

On the morning of August 11 the Independent 
Air Force attacked the railway station at 
Karlsriiho and also a hostile aerodrome. Ob- 
.servation was difficult owing to clouds, but one 


large bomb was scon to cause an explosion in 
tlM> station. Both on the way to their 
objcHitive and on the ,road homo from it 
a good deal of fighting took placJO in the air, 
the result of which was that wo drove down 
thrc'o of the Gcri i lan machines and they accounted 
for one of ours, fn the afternoon of that day 
a few bombs were dropped on the triangle of 
railways near Metz, and on tlie night of August 
11-12 our machines attacked two hostile aero- 
dromes ajid several gz'ound targets. During 
the day the aeroplanes in immediate contact 
with tlu' troops fighting on the battle-front 
W'cre very active. Courtrai station and sidings 
were heavily bcunbed without our men suffering 
in casualti(3s, and dming the night P6ronno 
and Cambrai stations wer(> also heavily attacked, 
and again witliout loss to us. The enemy had 
been more active than \isnal, but the result of 
the fighting was extremely rmfavourable to 
them. Fifty.-tliree of their machines were 
accounted for, while we lost only five of ours ; 
four hostile balloons wore also shot down in 
flam(»s. 

Ont^ of the most important raids of the 
Independent Air Force took place on August 12, 
when during the daytime one of our squadrons, 
despite unfavourable weather, succe.ssfully 
attacked and caused great damage to the 
aeroplane and chemical works at Frankfurt. 
A large niunber of the enemy’s aviators 
endeavoured to ward off our attack, but in 
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vain* and going and coming they kept up a 
running fight for about 30 milew, in which two 
of their machines were destroyed, whereas all 
ours returned in safety. Bursts wore observed 
well in the centre of the targets aimed at, and 
great destruction was causecl to them. This 
was the first occasion that a raid on tliis im- 
portant seat of international banking had been 
undertaken, although the Frencli had on the 
night of October 1-2, 1917, inaile a short 

raid on tlie city. Another of our squtulrons 
attacked the aerodrome at Hagenau, 16 miles 
north of Strasburg. On their way t-o their ob- 
jective, they were atiaeked by large numbers of 
the enemy machines. A severe fight ensued, in 
which four of the latter were destroyed and one 
more driven down out of control, against a loss 
of only two to ourselves. Tlio squiulron then 
proceeded towards its objective unmolested, a 
<lirect hit was obtained on a large hut in the 
aerodrome, and the bomb fell on four German 
machines on the grouivl near a shed and 
iestroyed them. 

On tli<‘ same date the Germans m»Mio one of 
their usual air reports, in which they elainMKl 
for the month of July olft aeroplanes, including 
69 shot down by their anti-aircraft guns, also 
39 caf)tive balloons, and they wont on to state 
that 239 of the aeroplanes were in their pos- 
session, and that tlie rest wore seen to fall 


within the enemy’s position. They claimed, 
too, that they had only lost 129 aeroplanes 
and 63 captive balloons in the same period - 
a statement ridieulonsly inaccurate, ns will 
bo seen on comparing it with the numbers 
given previously on page 132, Chapter 
CCL.XXVTTI. There is not c‘ven n pr«»tt»n<*e 
of truth in the (h'rmaii report. 

During August 12 our air activity was con- 
tinued; witli an expiaiditure of 12 of our own 
machines we brought down 37 b('longing to 
the enemy atid one observation balloon. 
usual routine of our airmen was earrii'd out 
with great vigour, tliat. of the captive balloons 
being especially noteworthy. Th<'y workeil 

close up behind our advancing line and sent 
<lown much us(*ful informat' on. Altogetlua* 
our men dropped 45 tons of bombs during the 
24 hours. The Frencli brought down 11 Ger- 
man at'poplanes an<l also four i*aptive balloons. 
The Amcu'icaii Air Forci*. too, was active. On 
August ri-12 they sucet'ssfiilly hoinhed the 
railway yards a.t bonguyon, Dommary, Baron - 
court and Conflans without any loss to thi'in- 
selv'es. An attack was also inud<* on 3^hioii* 
ville ill wliich wo lost throe of our machines 
and destroyeil two belonging to tlu^ (MKMiiy. 

The fine weather of August 14 enabl<>d our 
avoators to do a great divil of work. 33ie 
bombing t)f the' Somme bridges, railway lines 
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A DAYLIGHT PATROL SEARCHING DUG-OUTS AFTER THE GERMAN 

RETIREMENT. 


178 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 



^Official photograph. 

KITE BALLOON WITH EAKACHUTES 
ATTACHED. 

and junct ions, wliich had h(M*ii ponsfaiitly poin^ 
on, w iis fontinurd wit h^^n at \ ij^our, and iiiatcM .- 
ally intiadV'rod with Mm arrival of (h‘rnian n*- 
infor(‘<*nu'n1 s. '^riu< oiifiny inadt* an ondcavonr 
by i*inph>yinji larjjjv forina.tions of aorial svouts 
(o inttu’fon' wit h onr nu*n and stop t lmir work, 
whiidi was produ<*in^ disastrous c^onstHpioiivt's 
t») liiin ; bnt our mac*hiiu‘s aasily ijoalt 
with Miost' tMulravours. and in tli<‘ fighting 
whirh onsiu'4^1 lU of tht^ eimniy’s jxcroplanos 
worn broup;ht ilown and wo only lost six. 

Tlio amount of our work oan bo jud^ji'<l from 
tho faot that 21 tons of bombs w’oro (troppod 
during thi-i day and 37 by night. An ospocially 
suecossful raiil wivs oarriotl out on a hostilo 
aortKlroino by Hritisli and Aiiioricaii aviators. 


which resulted in six machines on the ground 
being tlestroyed and tho sheds set on fire. 
The French, too, wer^^ vc^ry successful on this 
date. On August 13 they put out of action 
12 German maehiiu^s and during tho night 13th— 
14th dropper I 32 tons of bombs at Terngnier, 
St Quentin, Ham, Xesle, Noyon and on bivou- 
aeks in tho noiglibourhood of Ognollos and the 
railway stations at Maison Hleu, Guignicourt 
ami Ltj Chatelet-sur-Retourne. At Ham and 
Xoyon, where 15 tons of bombs were dropperl, 
violent contiagrations were observt'd. 

T'ho nt'xt day, as a result rloubtless of our 
superiority. Mm enemy’s activity in the air was 
somewhat deenMised. Our imai brouglit down 
altogetJier 2S (huMuan at‘roplam‘s with a loss 
to ours(‘lvt^s of 15 Twenty- two tons of 

bombs w <'re drop[>e<l during t.he day on IV‘ronn<% 
Koisol, t^ngel ammunition dump and Hrug(*s 
doc'ks. During t he night following the Somme 
bridges w'ere again h('a\ily bombed, as also 
W(‘re tho railways at Leronnc*, L)ouay ami 
Cambrai, 30 tons of bombs being dropped. 
VV(' brouglit down om' of the enemy’s night 
flying maehiiK's and lost ora^ of our own. 

In Mm afternoon of this da^" our Indt^pendent 
Air Foret' madi' a <laylight rairl on tlu‘ station 
at Off<‘nbtirg in Baden, doing ef>nsiderable 
damage. SeviU’t' lighting took f>la<*(‘ with tho 
enemy’s ai'rial foree, in vshieti we aeeount<‘d 
for four of his ac*ro])lanes without any loss ti) 
ourselx’es. 3''h<' Fn*neh also Hid very good work 



AN ABANDONED GERMAN GUN WITH 
BREECH BLOWN OUT. 

in tho air, bringing down 15 enemy maeniiies 
and eight balloons. 

The frequency with which the enemy had 
been beaten in the air led him to raid Paris 
during the night of August 16. The Germans 
succeeded in dropping many bombs and some 
casualties were reported, but no serious damage 
of any kind was done. 
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Oil August 15 there was li*ss lighting in the 
air, but ^^ e brought down nine Goriuan luaeJiiiies 
anil two observ^atioii balloons. \Ve lost one 
aeroplane, d'he routine work f)f tiie Foree, 
ineluding reeonnaissanet* and observation i'or 
artillery lire, was ^•alTit»d on sueeessfully, and 
a eoiisid<‘rable number of bombs were drc»ppe<l 
during llie previous niglit and tJiis day, amount- 
ing in all to 22i tons. 

The superiorily of the Allies became inori* 
and more marked. Lea.\ ing asid<‘ for t he momiait 
the actual lighting on the battlefield, the 
Independent .\ii* iNace and h^rench organi/.a- 


iost se\(‘n, but our objiM-tive was reacluMl ane. 
we ilestroyed threi' of the (h'rman aviators. 
Coblenz and ilagmau were also di'alt with 
early in tlie morning. Tlu' tJi'rmaii \ torsion of 
tlie (^>Iogne attai'k on the morning of .fVngnst 
22 was Uiat live [lerstms w<‘re killed and two 
badly injnri'd anil not ineonsjdera.bi(' damage 
done to pi'ivale ])roperty. but t hert‘ was no 
military or material damage. Tlie French 
made an important raid on August 22, l ausing 
great damage t»» t hi‘ atro<h‘ome at M a is hi -Tour. 

During the rennn‘inler of tlu' mmith our 
I ndepmdi'iil Koree eonstantiv r‘aide«| wtll intt 



STARTING TO WORK WH H Tliii ARTILLKRV. 


tions of a similar character w’cri' eonstantiv 
engaged in highly successful work. ''rims on 
the nigdit of .August 21-22. when the ut^ather 
was favourable, krankfurt ami (\)logm- were 
III ‘avily attacked and the stations ami barracks 
bombed. Similar treatment was served out 
to the lailway junetion at 'rreves, foiii’ hostile 
aerodromi's were attaeked and many hangnirs 
hit, and the anti-aircraft guns were also at- 
tacked, ('Specially with machine-gun lire. \\%* 
onlv' lost one machine. 

On the morning of August 22 Arannheini was 
once more attacki'd, but this time, both going 
and returning, our macliines wen* subjia-ted to 
iierce fighting, the result of which was that wo 


(Je»*man\'. h'l'a nk f i irl and the «diemieal fac- 
tories at Mamdieim were again siieeessfiill v 
attaeked on the nighl of August 25 25, and 
all our m:i(*! li ne.'^ iM‘lui'ued iu safet-V'. ddie 
Alaniiheim atta«‘k wa,-. eoiidm*ted at suefi a. low 
ejev^ation, nol mor'e lliau a heiglil of 2tMt feet 
from the gr*ound, that the pilots narrowly 
esi*aped running info soiiu^ of the faetorv 
cJiimneys. 'Die harrage put. up was totally 
inefTer-tive a>nd we lost no machine';, but 
the explosions eauserl ]»y om* horiths vver*i: 
very heavy ami eonsiderable damage was 
done. 

On August *50 the Indepmdent Air P*or'ee 
again bombed (Jontlans and Thionvillo, 
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CARHYINC; UP AMMUNITION RV PACK MULES. 

and at Ixdli plac'rs ^j'(‘at laivoo was 


'ria* wantlicr <*<m1innad to br finr on August 
1(1, bid tlu* mrniy's aviators displayed no ^n*at 
anxirty 1 o indul^<‘ in (‘(anliat . 'Tin* <*ons»*(picn<M' 
was wi* scorrd bra\'ily ajjiainst tboin. 'rhirt<M*n 
(tonnan aoroj)laiu's \N(*n‘ <lis])osod of by onr 
miMi with a loss of only six to oursidvos. 

During’ tlm niornin^s of liotb Aiijznst l('> 
niul 1 7 I ho ( Jci'inan aorodroinos at Hanbonrdin 
and Ijoinnio (noar Lillo) wor<' la'a\ily attaokod. 
At t ho lirsi -nainod plaoo liotnbs \\ cro dro|)|)od 
from a. low hoi^ht. an<l six haiipirs woro do- 
inolishotl, as woll as two maohinos standing in 
tho o])on. At- tho hittor throo haruiars woro 


cansod in tho livinj:, ([nartias, so\’oral tii'os boinj' 
starlt'd. On tl»»‘ ni^uht of Auniist. Hi 17 tho 
Indopondont h'oroi* allaokiMl four hostilo aoro- 
dronx's ajxl two railw ay jniad ions, d'ho rosiilt s 
oonld not. bo ascia'tainod as tho \'isibilily was 
vor\ poor. 

Tho noxt- nijiht oni'i* moro aoi-odminos, 
railway jiinotions, lilast funuioos, trains, and 
ol.hor tar^ads wi'io attaokod with suoooss, and 
oui’ aviators dosoondin^ to a low hoi^ht uscmI 
inaohino-mais frooly a.^ainsl manv of tin' 
hu’uids ; ono of our maohinos failod to roturii. 


CHAPTER CCTXXX. 


THE CONQUEST OF SYRIA. 

Turks Kxpeelku e^rom Arahh* Vieaykts — O rrosiNi; I-orcks in I* vi.ks tim*; AM.KNin s 
Stratkuv — P>ATTLKS OK Sharon ANU Moi N'r Kimiraivi 'I'hk ( !hk.\t ( ’ \\ main I^idk XOn ! imw's 
Narrow IOscaf’k Work ok thk Air Kokck 'Fwo 'Fi rkish Armies Dkstron kd The Iv\st 
Jordan Oi’ERAtions— From (Iai.h.eeto I)AM\srrs Syrian Se m*orts Sei/i d Moms Om riEi* 
- The Advance to Aleito Tasks ok I*oiath ae Department Marshaei/s N'k - roRN on i iii-: 
'PlORlS Two ^’EARS AT AoEN SURRENDER OT' MeDINA. 


G eneral ALLENIJY’S caiojjaign in 
tlio fiiitiunn of 1918 did inon* tliuii 
fr(‘u Palc'stino and Syria from t.lu> 
Otioman yoke*. In eonjuiiotitin willi 
tlio advR/K'c* of (Joiioral Milne from Macedonia 
to the Turkish frontier near Adrianopie, an<l 
the new advanei* of Deneral Marshall in Mi'so- 
potamia, it hroukdit about the cuipitulatiou ol 
I'urkey. (.Jeneral Alltaiby opened his offeiisiNi* 
on September 19, the Turks tlien holdin/j; 
positions at Sinjil, only Hi mill's north ol 
flenisaleni. In >iv wt'eks the situation Mas 
eompletely transformed. 'The main Turkish 
armies wen^ shattered in two days; hy Ot-to 
ber 1 Damascus had bi'eii oeciijiie.l, and Aleppo 
fell on October 25. Ocncral Allenby w is about 
to advance on Alexandretta m hen, on Oct ober Jt), 
the armistice was signed. On that day, before 
the armistice took effeet, the Ottoman Division 
defeiuling Mosul surrendered to Oi'iieral .Marslia.ll, 
while Ceneral IMilne’s force, after an arduous 
march from the> Struma, was ready to seize 
Adrianopie and advance <m Oonstantinojile. 

A condition of the armistice was lliat all tlie 
remaining? Turkish garrisons and troops in the 
tiekl in the Arabic vilayets of tlie Empire 
should surrender to the neare.st Allied post. 
Alexandretta was accordingly occupied by 
(Jeneml Allenby, and Mosul and other places in 
Vol XIX —Part 240 


ppper .Mesopotamia by (ieneral .Mairhall. 'I'he 
'rurkisli lore<‘ which ler fhrei* years i)tid been 
eneainped near Aden snrrendi'reil and was 
deported d’he J’urkish posts in fhr ^ «‘men 
and Asir wen likewi.sc uithdraun, arid v arious 
small enemy posts guarding tlu' IhMljaz railway 
soutii of Ma.'an were giv< n up to Hi * Arab^. Hut 
at Me<lina a d(‘ti‘rmin(‘d a.ttem|>t was itiadi' t»> 
disrogard the t<‘i-ms of the armistiei', and it \va.s 
not until January H), P.Ht), t ha,l the 'rurkislj 
eommande)’ there was fnnid 1»> «a|)it ulalr. 
With tin* entry of tla* lledja./. Arabs intn llial 
city, to Moskans secoial in sanctity only to 
Ah •eea., d’urkish antlioiily t lironghoiit the 
Arabic vilayets vanis)n‘d. 

In Vol. .Will, (’hapter CCLW’III, t!ir 
openini.^ phas«‘s of t Jeneral Allenby’s eainpaign 
were brietly outlined, tlie part taken by tlie 
Ar.d» Army urid(*r tlie Ivnir Kai.sal being alone 
given in any <letail. Allenb\’s eainpaign, om* 
of the most siK-e«'sshjl in mihtary hi'-tory, ean 
now be t real ed as a. whole. W it h it , eomplet ing 
the survey of tlu* de.^t ruction of the enemy 
power ill the Arabic vilayets, falls for deserip- 
tioii the Iasi eamjiaign in Mesopotamia and tlio 
final stages of the war in Arabia itself. 

At tlu^ beginning of S<*ptember, 1918, (Jeneral 
Allenby estimatiMl that the Turkish Aniiie.s on 
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his front had 4,000 cavalry and 32,000 infantry, 
with 400 guns — representing a “ ration strength*' 
of 104,000 men- The (ierinan-Aiistrian con- 
tingent numbered about 15,000, eonsisting 
mostly of teelmical troops. The enemy forces 
wore in three groups : 

(1) Tho Vllth aiul Vllltli Turki'^li Arinios hotwoon 
tho Jordan and tho M<*ditfrranfan, with 27,000 infantry 
nn<l 268 guns. 

( 2 ) Tho IVth Turkish Army oa-.t of tho Jortlaii, with 
6 . 0 (M) infantry, 2.000 sahr«*s, *tnd 74 guns. 

(3) Thu 2nd Turkish Army (.\»rps in garrison at Ma’an 
— suutli-uast of Ihu l^uad Sua -and on posts on tlu^ 
TIudjaz rjulway north of Ma'aii, soinu 6,000 infantry 
and 30 guais. 

Hesitles thes<' thre<» bodit‘s there w<‘re in 
reserve between 'Tibt rias, Nazareth and Haifa 
about 3,()0t> infantry, with 30 gnus. Tlie 
German (Jeneral himari \'uii Sanders, eoni- 
mander-in-cljief of tht' entuny forces, had liis 
headquarters at Nazareth. For tho dtd’eiiee of 
Syritt, shouhl the armies in Palt'st ine be defc'a.t4‘d, 
the Turks had no adequate' force. lia<l 

lost the flower of their army in the <ltd*(‘iie<' of 
Gallipoli Jiiul in the* previous ejimpaigns in 
Palt^stine, Mesopotamia and t (.'aueasus. 
^riiey had scpiatidered, too, thousands of 
excelltnit troops as (h'rnuin and Aiistritm 
auxili«u'ies iiithe Dohrutlja and t lic' (/ar[)a( hians. 

On his sid(i G<'ii<‘ral Allenhy had in the 
fighting line a total of “ sonu' 12,000 sahrt's, 
57,000 rifh's and 540 guns. ... a. eonsiderabh^ 
superiority in numix'rs over the entany, 
especially in mounted troops,” His force was, 
he stateit, ” made up of two cavalry divisions, 
two mounted divisions, seven infantry divisions, 
an Indian infantry brigade, four unallotted 
battalions and tho Fn*iic*h Oeta<*hment (the 
ecpiivaleiit t)f an infantry brigade witli other 
arms attaelied).” It was a (‘onsidorahle force', 
but, as has been shown in Ciiapte'r Ct'LXV^rrr, 
a large j^roportioti of thei troops eeinsistcHl of 
newly raisetl Indian battalions, tlie bulk of the 
European tmits liaving bet^n witlidrawu for 
service in Fraiict^ 'TIk* lest IruUiiii battalions 
to arrive had only hetni fcirmed a few months 
and had not been incorporated into <livisions 
till early in August. Whiles the* majority of 
Allenby’s army now consisted of Tiuliaiis, its 
composition was cosmopolitan. The mount c*d 
troops wore marlo up of British and Indian 
(Regular and Imperial Service) regiments. 
Yeomanry, the Australian Light Horse, New 
Zealand Mounted Rifles, and a regiment of 
French' cavalry. The infantry, besirles .some 
famous British regiments, included the 
Armerian troops of the Legion d’ Orient, the 


Tirailleurs Algerians, the Ist Battalion of tho 
Cape Corps (coloured troops from South 
Africa), the 1st and 2nd Battalions of the 
British West Indies Beginu'iit, anti notably 
Jewry's et)ntribntioi. — tho .‘ISth and 39th 
(Jewish) Battalions ut tlu' Koval Fusiliers. 
In additiofi mention sliouKi he inatlo of tho 
Italian Dt'taeliment, whieli, though takiitg no 



OKNERAL LIMAN VON SANDERS. 
(^ommander-in-Chief of the Germano-Turkish 
Forces. 

prominent part in tht' cainp'iign, “ ( hroughoui 
tht^ t)pi*rations give valuable and loyal 
assisl-anet^ " ;* of the Sontli Afrienii Fit'U 
Artillery, tht' Anstralitm Flying Corps, I']gyptian 
InhuLtry Battn.lions, and, hehintl the lighting 
lints of th<‘ Fgyptitin l^iabour (k»rps. ('anatla, 
too, was not whtilly unrepr(*^enl«*d, iiaving stmt 
Ji unit t»f its Oninafiet' <’<»rps. If tt) all tht'se 
he lultled the Aral> Army under tJit' Emir 
Faisal, and tlni British ant* French naval 
stpia<lrt>ns whieli eot»prral ( mI, an itl«*iv may be 
gainetl of tht' mixt'd eha-niett'r of tht^ foret'S the 
Turks h id to fact*. 

There, had bt'en nt) alt<;ratit)ns of spt'cial 
importa.ieti in th<5 statT iintl leatiers in the fieltl 
since Gc'nei'al Allt'uby lirst succectlt.'tl to tho 
command of the Fgyptiati Ex[>otlitioiiary 
Force. Sir J. L. Bols, a soltlit'r of Belgiart 
tlcscent, rt'maiiietl ( Jiief of Stall ; Sir Philip 
Chotwotie and Sir Edward Bultin were thtj 
commamltTs of tho t.wtj principal infantry 

* Tho Italian dolachrnciit roturnod homo in Fobruary,. 

1919. 
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corps. Sir f farry Cliaiivc?! of the l)(?sert Mounted 
C^_>r[>.s, an(J Sir ICdvvanl Oiaytor of tin* Australian 
and New /(‘ahind MounUid JXvisioii. Col P. 
do Piepapc' eonimaidtMt the Kreneh Dtitaeli- 
mf'iil. 'J'lie moral of the force* was oxceJhait ; 
Jirilish and iialiaii ri'^iinents hri'raded together 
worked in a spirit eoinradesiiip and 

einulaticiij. 

In th(^ 4‘arli(M- fighting of J91S it had l>(*en 
dcanonstraterl that the d'urks could gnuifly 
embarrass the Mritisli operations in J0astf*rn 
Pairstino by transfe^rrin^ iroojjs from the 
west if) the east bank of the .Jordan. Tt was 


on first-class roads. Consequently, considering 
what it was lioped to jiccoinplish, tlie opening 
operations could not safely ho po.-jtponed to 
later tluin inid-Septeinber, this not witlist a riding 
tiiat several of the Indian battalions had had 
vta-y little chaneo to get familiar with 
eoii<litions prevailing on the Palestine front. 
Jt may hero bo noted that any apprehensions 
felt eoncerning the Indian and ot}n*r newly 
raist'd battalions wc^re soon set at rest ; they 
all showed goorl dghtiiig (pialities, thougli 
naturally tjiey laeked tlie .‘■kill of the veteran 
troops. 



ARAB CHILDRHN. 

Wrtit5n>5 their turn to be clottieJ and fed by the British. 


highly desirable, on polilieal !is well as military 
grounds, that Mu' Turk should ])c clean'd 
from INloab aiid Ciieaff, tha( iMedina. should bi*. 
<ai(irf'ly cut ijJf fr<»m any charicc’ <»f succour, 
and Itiat no t'lu'iny forct' should be. left 
bet^^■e('ll I’alcstiiK' and Mt'sopotamia. (Jencral 
Allcnby realiy.c<l that Mrs could b('st lx? don<* 
by a successful offensiva' in NVestca'ii Ihileslint'. 
Mori'ova'r, the destriietion id' Mu^ Vllth and 
VI I It h Turkish Arinii-s - -t hat is, the enemy 
fori'cs west of Mk' Jordan — -appeari'd to tiH> 
British (‘ommander “to be wiMiiii the bounds 
of possibility.” Accordingly he dccideil to 
sfriki' at tlu'in. J^lic lime for opening the 
olfi'iisiv'c was paMly dii-tateil by weathi'r 
contlitions, J'hi' rains usually bi'gin in Western 
Palest in(' at the end f»f October, rendering the 
plains of Sharon and b^sdrai'lon (ot herwi.-'o 
Arniwgt'ddon) impo.ssible for transport e.xeept 


JJie })lan of eanqxiign was dr-awn on ]x>1d and 
simpUi lines. The main fcat.nre was that the 
eavaliy weii^ to pour tiii-ough a gap made for 
Mieni by tli(^ inbnitry in Mie eia'iiiy lines, and, 
g<*ttiiig bt'liind the ’'Fur-ks, tait olf tlieir retreat 
by seizing all vital points in th(*ir line of eom- 
miinicait ions. It w as obvious that this 
mana'uvre would hava^ mort* chance of sueee.ss 
in tlu' coast sector than in tlie liill country north 
of .Torusali'in, thougli even on the coast sector 
the cavadiy, to out off Mh' Jhirks, would liav-e 
ti> cross the western spurs of the lulls of 
Samaria. Allenby therefore made his main 
attac'k in tlie coast plain. TIk' command 
of the attacking force f(*ll to Meneral Jhilfin, 
vvliose corps, tlie XXfst, had continuously 
formed the left v\ing of Allenby's ar-my. 
'^Fhis oor})s, bt'sides the ottli iJivision 
(Maj.-tk'ii. Jlarc*) ami Totii Division (Maj.- 
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don. Palin), which had fought thoir way up 
from Ca/.a, now incliidc<l (1 h' 3rd (Pahorc) 
Division (l\Ttij.-( {on. Tfoslvins)* and the 7th 
(Meerut) Division (Maj.dJon. h^ino). In a<Mi- 
tion the (iOtli (f^oiidon) Division (Maj.-({on. 
Shea), from tho X.Kth Corps, tlu' Fi*<*noh .De- 
tachment, tiui 5th Australian Ta^ht .Horse 
Brigade (Brig.-<{(an Onslow), two brigades 
of mountain batt('rios, and 18 ht'avy and siege- 
gun batteri('s wt'ro placc'd at Sir Fdward Bulfin's 
disposal. This was rendert'd ])ossil)le by 
withdrawing the reserve's from th(' front north 
of Jerusalem and ]>y reducing to a minimum 
the forces in t he Jordan valley. 

Tho com])osition of Ocneral Bullin’s force 
was as follows : 

r>lTa DIVISrON. 

Infan/rt/ Jiritjade. 
brig.-tjinn. Or rES-l^Ai.Micu. 

1/lth, 1/rtth, l/fith, anti l/7th Battalions J'bsex Regiment. 

102at/ Tnfantrif liritindf. 

J^iig.-lien. 

I/.5tli Bo(lff>rrls}n m Koaimeiit. 
l/4tti Nort haniptonsliire It^'i^iiucnt 
1/1 0th anti 1/llth Lorulnu Kt'>;iment. 

Inffthtrif lin'ifaih’. 

Btm*^. ( }«'M. M.(*\ i-ai.L. 
l/ltliand l/5th Noriolk l{^•gil^^•nt. 
l/r)th Siiltolk I Jcgiin(‘nt . 

1/Slh 1 lar»ij)sliii'e llrgiim-nt. 

Di ri.sionaf I'rottp.s. 

270tli, 271sl, and 272n.l Ihigatt- U.K.A. 

7Tir DIVISIOX. 

i\Ufi I}tffinfrt^ liritfd'h', 

Brig.-Ocn. Wkir. 
l-t Battalii>n Si*afoi’l lis. 
iHi li, 02 im 1 Biiiijahis. 

125tli Xapior’s Kitk's. 

21.s7 TnJ'antrjf 

, Brig.-tk-n. Ki-MUAJ.i.. 

2nil Bnttalion Blat'k W'ateli. 

I^t CJnidcs Tnt'jintiy. 

20tli I’linjiihis. 
l/8th (hii'kha Bifk*s. 

28/7/ fti ftintrtf lirif/of/i’. 

Brig. I>\vn:s. 

2nd Battalion heieoster Regiment. 

51st Sikhs. 

53rd Sikhs. 

50th Punjal)i Rifles. 

Divi.s itnuil Trutt ps . 

2Gl.st, 202nd, 20tt}i l_?rigad<’-> R.t'.A, 

I2l>t Bioiieer--. 

7.7Tft DlAdSIOV. 

232/n/ Injanfrp Jjritmdt'. 

Ih'iL'.-t hm. 1 li'iJUi.i.sruN, 
l/4th Wilts Regiment. 

72nd I'nnjnhis. 

2/3rfl (hirkhn Riflf''.. 

*lrd Kashmir l.S. Intsintry. 

* Me jor-Oeneral Ko-ikins hnd heen ree.-dh*tl l'rf>rn Ra- t 
Africa to fake up command of fl)is J>ivi''ioii (sen Chiipti-r 

JCBXXVl). 


233r</ fnfijnfr)/ ririqadc, 

Biig. (Jen. ('t)LSTt>N. 
l/5tli Sonic rsft R. R 
20th Plinjahis. 

3/3r«l IhirkliM Rith'-. 

2/ 15 If h Endian Inhuilry. 

23 t/// /nftjrtri/ Ih'lijn ir, 

Brig.-l Ji'ii. M \N. 

1/tth Dnki^ of (V)rn\vjdl’-. R.(. 

123rd Out rain’s Ritli--. 

125th Xnjiier’s Rific'-. 

Dirfsin^nil I'roops. 

J7th, 172iuR and 1st South .Xtiu-an BrigatleS R.I’^.A. 
0(tTH DIVISION. 
l’7S)fli Tnftintrjf liritindr. 

Brig. -Oeii. I In MeiiRKY.s. 

2/13th Rondon Regiment. 

3/l5Rt Pimjahi IRflcs. 

2/lOt h ihinjabis. 

2/127th Bainch R.l. 

18a/// Trifantri/ /iri(f(id'‘ 

Brig.-Ot'ii. VV'atson. 

2/IOtli Roijiton Regiment, 

2nd (}iiidt*s Infnntrv'. 

2/:H)tli Rimjahi . 
l/5ath Kiimaon Riflc'--. 

I 8 1 ,v/ / njiinfrp Hr iifodr. 

Brig. (len. Da (’os'I'a. 

2/22n<l Rontlon Ri‘gmient. 
l/.30lh Balm-his. 

2/t)7tli Deeean Infantry. 

2/l52nil rnnjahis. 

Dirisitnrd! 'Froop.'^. 

30lst. 3a2ml, .3tt3rd Brigade, IRR.A. 

3iti) (RAUORR) DlVdSlOX. 

Iffi Infant, it Hrujinlr. 

Ih ig-.( Jen. I ) W'l osoN. 

1st Battalion ('onnaiight Raiigei-. 

2/7t h (Jnrkha Rilh> . 

27t ii and tt i t I'lmiahi-. 

S/A Infantrif Hr/i/tnlr. 

Bi ig. ( Jen. I’jow Mim.s. 

1st Baltahon .Manchcsti'r Regiment. 

471 h Sikh-. 

.501 h Sel inle R i He 
2/ I 2 U li M.diiehi I an. 

\)tlt /nfantrp ltrnj<nh . 

Brig.-( Jen, Ri ' van. 

2nd Battalion I)or el Regiment. 

I/Rt (Jurklia Rifle-.. 

O.trd lii'lnm Infant r\. • 

i<>5t li Maiirat 1 a R.l. 

J >! r ns htn a! 'Fnntp'y. 

1th, Sill. 5.*{nl Brig.id'*-. R.K. \. 

1/3 ll h Sikh I’ionoer'-. 

Altogct Inn- s«>?ne 35,000 inf/oilry and 383 guns 
W(‘n‘ at liullin’s service, wliilc tlie enemy 
strctigth opposed to him uas estirnatc'd at- not 
inor«> than 8,00t) rifles and 130 guns. lint if 
d.^urks were weak numerically, they" had, 
under ( {erman instrnetion, eoii'^trueted \'ery 
cdtihonite and strong defiances. Tiieir coast 
sect or ran from J iljnlieh ( / .e. ( { ilgal*) to t he sen, 
ii distance of some lO mih's. 33io railway 
from the nort h, .skirting t lie foot hills of Sat n aria, 

* But. not tile (iilgal <>f J<>.sim.i, iriicre t la* lu»‘!\e 
.-.ftiiic'S were f*reet<‘d a- a memorial to the ero-. im^ oi 
till Jorihui by tile J.sriuHites ilrv'siiod. 
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is built in a slip;ht <loprossion close to the hills, 
aiifl in this depression lies Jiljulioh. 

To thf wo-t of this <lc*proKsioii tho Turks f wroto Sir 
K. 'All<‘iil>y] liati c;oi»st ructod two dofonsivc^ sysl«uiis. 
'jUio 14.(>0(> yards in longtfi and 3,000 in doptli, 

ran alon^ a saiuly ri<lg<* in a ii<jrt h-wostoriy dirootion 
from ihr Adas tcj tlit? sea. It eoiisisted of a series of 
works eonneetfsl by coiitiiiiious fire tn'or-lus. Thi* 
.seeon<l, or JtJt TireJi .system, .3.000 yunls in rear, ran 
from tln' village »)f tluit name to the rnoutii of the Nahr 
Falik. On t lu* eneniy’.s t^xtHune tlu' jiround, 

exr'ept for a. narrow strip alon^ the eoast, is iuar.shy. 
an<l (^oJild fuiIy he enjsstul in few plac^*.s. 'I’h<» d<‘fenee 
<)f tile st'eond system did not, thendori*, rcapiiro n lai}/e 
fon-e. The niilwav' itself was proteetetl hy niiTiieroiis 
wtirks and )>y the fortitied \-il]a>'r‘s of .liljiiJieh and 
Jvulki licdi. 'l'h«‘ j^round hetw*-en our front lin<* at 
Has MI Ain * and t hf>se \'iIlaoes was open, aial was 
overlooked from the eneiuy’.s works on tlie foothills 
round Jvetr Kasim. 

'Fht^si? \ven‘ th(^ systems Ihilfin’s foi‘c*e was to 
attack. Ht'hiiid, awaiting the breachiiij^ of th<* 
enemy's lin<\ wt*rt^ the* 4 th and otht'aA alry Divi- 
sions of tla* Desert Blount ('d ( ‘orps, the Austra- 
lian Mount c*d J )i vision hein^, for the t ime.ahscnt . 

'Fhese eavalry divisions werfi madt* u}) as 
follows • 

4th ( AVAIJtV 1)I\ ISIOV. 

IVIaj. (Jen. IIakuow. 
lh//< Cfifutlrt/ liruRulc. 

Hri^.-dim. Howa lu.)- Vv.si-. and Hrig.-Clen. (lunKV. 
1/Jst J)orset Yeomanry. 

2n«l Laia‘ei*s. 

38th Central India llor'^e. 

* Tht* Aiiti|>atn- of Herod tlie (Jreat. the Mirahel <*f 
Ih • ( 'nisaders. 


ll/A Cavalry Briya'ie. 

Hri*^.-Gen. i J rijiiouv. 

I /1st County of Liondoii Yeomanry. 

29th Ltinei *r.s. 

3tith Jacob’s Horse. 

12//t Cavalry Tiritjadv. 

Hrig.-Cen. Wtoas. 

1/Jsf Stnffortlsliirc Veoinanry, 

Gt h Chivalry. 

19th Lanccr.s (Fan(‘’s Horse ). 

I)ivi& i ottal Trofi ps. 

20th liriiiacle U.H.A. 

.5Tii (^AVALUY" DIVISION. 

Maj.-Omi. Ma(’Andrkw. 

\‘Mh Cavalry liritjadv. 

1/lst Cloiieester Yi*omaiiry. 

9th Hodstin’s Hor.se. 
iHth Laneers. 

1 Uh Cavalry Jiriyadv. 

Hrip.-Oen. Ci.arkk. 

1/lst Shi'rwood Kaii^er.s. 

2ht h Deeean Hor.se. 

•dltli Toona Horse. 

!.’>/// Ca,ralry Jlrif/ailf. 

Hl•l^^-( h*ii. Hauhoho. 

Jodlipore I.S. hania'i’s. 

Aly.sor.' J.S. Lancers. 

Ist Hydi ‘rabad I.S. Laiieers. 

I){ risioxal ^Craopa, 

J*lss<*v Battery K.H.A. 

It was hoiied to take th<* l'iirk-4 by siirprist*,. 
laif tlr<^ (littic'iilty was to eonet'al from the 
enemy know I(*d^^i* both of the w it }idj*a.\val 
of t\v<» eavalry divisions from the Jordan 
N’aliev and of th»‘ eoticeut rat ion of a larpe 
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foreo on ttu* onasl. 'I'Ihm’o was not, as was 
tlu‘ cast^ in ]Mt^s<^potan\ia, a ^roat- daii^or fi’oin 
s])i('s 0)1 foot : in \\'(*st<Mn Palostiiu' (Uainan 
air’iiH*!! th(' <'yes of t)»<* oia^iny, and fhoy 

had >u*<*n vc‘ry dai in^. Sir K. Alh'nby wroto : 

'I’Ih' rat ioii in t ho ona-^tal plain was <-ari io<i 

oiil I>y ni^hf, an<l t'Vory prooantion wu'^ taUon to pi»*\< iit 
an_\' i rior<*a-^o(l inov'oinont hoooniiti)^ apparont to (ho 
'^J’nrk''. Full usi* of t ho inaii\' ;/i'o\'os iouihI Kainloh, 
IjIkKI ami .Jait i was mado to oonoiaii troops during ih* 
clay. d'ho i-hiot tacMor in (la* .soor«‘cy nLaintainod nni't 
})<‘ at 1 rihutod, how<*vor, to (la* vnjaoinaoN' in t ho air 
whi<*h had ho«'n ohtaiia'd hs* t la* Ko\'id Air Foroo. 'I’h * 
prooo-.-; t)l woarin^ down ( la* c'lwiny’-- aiioratt had la-^ n 
^oiiiji^ on all thronf.(h (ho .-^innmor. I)nrin^ ora* u'«*<*Jv 
in .fiino Itttt hovtih* aoroplauo- had oi’o-->i*d cair lino-'. 
1 >iiri n^ t ho la^t w<*oIv in Am;^U'' 1 t Ins nnnila-i' had d«*oi'oa'-i*d 
to 18 . In (ho ia*xt low ilays a nuinhor woro ^'hot down, 
witli tho r<*snlt (hat oidy four \a>ntnr ‘d to or4>-.s oni* Ina*** 
duriiiLT (ho jx-riorl of coina'iit ration. 

Wlton Xa/.arotli was capt iirt'd a iminhor of 
CMioiny ai‘ro])Ian<‘ (•(^‘ports w(*ro found, in which 
constant rcft'rcnco was nuuh* to tho d(*st ruot i\ o 
aoonracy of tho Hritisli ant i-a ir(*raft .s<M‘vioo. 
As a. rosnlt (h'rntan scouting’ nmohinos, wlion 
tlu^y did ooii'o ovor, flow vory hi^h, at 1 J,tMM> 
foot or so, T('lyinj.^ upon thoir ])owM*rful ])]io(o- 
gra])hio apparatus for inforination ratlna* than 
th<‘ oyo.s of their f)])sorv'ors. In ofatserpionoi* of 
this the en^niy crhsorvoi’s worn unable to dotoet 
any signs of tho concentration in Sharon, aii(] 
even failed to identify (Jeneral Allenhy’s gr«*at 
Headquarters camp at Hir Salem, which was 


roportod to hr* no ‘‘infantry camp, t w'o 
hat talions." 

Kiirthr*!* to inish'nri tho onriny, (h*ni*ral 
('}ia\'tor was orrh'itMi to rnrry ont a sr*rios of 
doinonst rat ions to indum* tlio r*nc‘iny to h<‘li<‘vr’! 
that anollior advnnor' (‘nst of tho dorihin, <‘ithr‘r 
rni .Arniuan or Madohn, was int(‘nd('d. At this 
timo (ahr)ut Soplr*iid)or Itl) part of tho l^aiiir 
h’aisid's arni\', ao(‘ontpani<M I hy Hrit ish at inoinoii 
oars and a. Krr*noli mountain l)att('ry, was 
assomhliim at Kasi* r*! A/.iak, otl mil(*s «“a.st of 
Amman, sr» that had its ri'ndo/A’oiis h(M*n 
r lis<*c»\ r*rod (it was not) (In* d'iirl<s w'ould lia\ri 
hr*on .si ron^l h»*nor 1 in t hoff- holir f tla(t an attaoJv 
on Aiiuoan was imprta jin(.r. In ar»y oasrc 
la’inan \on Sandtas was door ivod ; hr* tiirl not. 
niovr* an additional man to thr* rh*fr‘no(* of tho 
orrast s«‘<*tor, and hr*. holic*\'od (hat inr altr*ratit)n 
harl hoon marh* in tin* dispositir>n r»f thr* llritish 
foro«*s. Ho oortaiiily was oxpoofing tho Hritish 
to iiKJVc*, hilt apt»arc‘rit ly ant ic*ipa,t od an attar*k 
in tho hill rop:ir>n nortli of .forusalr'in. Daring 
homhing rjuds on I)<*r’aa. hy tho K.A.h’’., and 
oquidly daring raids hy tho Arah ('ain<*l (\)r[)s 
on tla* raihvay, north and w»*st and smith of 
J>or’a(i (Sopt(anhor Jf> Ih), imist hava^ oaiisr*fl 
tin*. <»nomy ])ortnrl)at ion, as tlH*v complotely 
severorl railway commnnication W'ith T*ak*stino, 
and when on tin* night of Septeinhor IS -lO the 
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53r(l Dixision (Maj.-f icii. Mott) of tlit* XXlli 
(^)r|).s (Sir Lhilip UlM^two<io\s) swung forward 
its rigtit- oast of tJio 15ir(‘h-Xa])l us roa<L* th(' 
'i'urks prohiihly t hought tliat t h(\y Jiad to inc‘ot 
tfio rt'al offousivo of) that sootor. Uh(^two(l<rs 
opc'ratious w('r<\ liowcn ^'r, subsidiary to tlioso of 
niilflii, his iiuuK'diat ohj<*ft- btaug to block tho 
Turks’ (*xits to the' lower valley of the dordfui. 
With one ex(*('|)tion the' Wedshinen eapt lin'd all 
tlx'ir obje'etives. Th(*re was stilt hand-to-hand 
light ifig and over 400 prisone'rs were ta.kc*n, 
Tlu' eainpaign luul begun we41. 

Tilt' Iu>ur had eonu'. for Bulfiii to strike At 
4..‘U) ii.in. on Septt'inDer l!) his artilk'ry opened 
an intensi* boinbanlinent of the eiaany lines, the 
<lestroyt'rs Druio and Forester helping by 
bringing their lire to bear on tht' coast roaii. 
lender eiwer of tlie boinbardin«*nt, which la.sted 
only 15 ininult's, tlw' infantry left their tleploy- 
inent positions. Tht^ enemy artillery (partly 
st'rvt'd by Austrians) n*[)li(»d energc'tieally t^» 
the British guns, “ but in most cases liis barrage 
f(»il behind tlu' attacking infantry,” and the 
Turkish liiu's all aloiig the Sharon front were 
ablazt' with th(' green and wliite lights sent up 
by the enemy infivntry to ask for artillery help. 

Shortly aftt'rwarcls, as soon as the light was 
gootl enough to i iiabh) objectives to bc' clearly 
distinguished, Ceneral iVlh'nby launched an 
air at-taek lor t he t'X[)r(\ss purpose* of liestroying 

♦ 'PliMt is, tlio Jt^ruNrtU'ni-Shrehein nuul. 'Ptio British 
hiitl built rt li^ht railway iiorlli from Jorusaloin to Biroh, 
which bocamo the lulvaiiccd base on this scct<»r 


OJjficial photograph. 

f)y mt'ans of bombs all enemy signal stations, 
lieatkpiarler teh*phon<^ and tc I < ‘graph exchanges, 
and advaneed wiridess instalhitions. 'This was 
so sut^cessfully carried otit that Bie ('nemy was 
ent irtdy dt'prived of all means of communication 
other t lain visual signalling, jmd for days was 
iinabh'. to jiscertain the raituri* or luagiiitude of 
the disast<'r in wliieh hc‘ wa,s inx’olveil. 

(doing from east lowest, tJic attacking trooi)*- 
were the French Tirailleurs and the Armenians 
(in the foothills), nc'xt. tlic 54th Division (in tlie 
foothills overlooking the railway at Jiljnlieh), 
then the Jaihore Division, the 75th Division, 
tlie Meerut Division, and finally, along tin* 
shore, the GOth (London) Division. Ir^ the 
foothills the enemy put u]) some opposition ; 
on the left the Loruloners, the Meernt and the 
75th Divisions ovwwhelmed the enemy in 
iht^ir first tk'fensive system and pri'ssol on, 
without a pause, to the VZt Tireli position. 
The Lomloiiers readied and passed the Nahr 
(river) Falik aiul turned inland towards Tul 
Iveram. TJie battle of Sharon had been won 
and a roatl elearetl along the eoast for the 
eavalry. Klst'wlii're- the infantry met rosistanci^ 
more or less stubborn, but by 11 a.m. that 
resistance was everyvvht're broken, and dis- 
organized bodies of Turks began to stream 
north across the ]>lain, pursued by tho GOth 
Division and the 5tli Australian L.H., to which 
brigade was attached a composite regiment of 
Clms.se urs tl’Afrique and Spahis. 

Meantime the Desert Mounted Column had 
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begun that amazing riclo wliieli at once becaino from J^iiclil (Ly<i<hi), 10 miles behind tho 

famous. It was not their business to tako front line. I'Jie story of the exploits of the 

a direct hand in the fight in wliich the XXIst cavalry may be, howt'ver, postponed while t ho 

Corps was engaged, but to press north atid t‘ast fortunes of the XXIst and XXtli Corps aro 
and cut off the rt'treaf not only of the Vlllth followed. 

Turkish Army, with wjiich J^uHin was engaged. In some places, as a1r<'ady indieatt'd, the 

but also that of the Vdith 'rurkish Army, still rc‘sistanee of tlu^ Turks to Multin's divisions 

facing Chet wode ivstride th(‘ Jerusalem Sheidit'in had been »u)t iiKronsiih'rable. Thus at tho 

road Before Bultln's divisions attacked, both strongly fortitietl village of K{, Tireh tho 

the 4th Jinti nth (Cavalry Divisions had iiiovchI 7i5th Div'ision iii(‘t. with t'rmiiu'd op[)osition, 
out from t he concealment of t he oraTigt' groves while Jiljulii'li a,nd neighbouring [)oints were 

around Saron»x an<l had h>rme<l up in the rear “ defendetl with st ubbornnt'ss '' against the 



A PACK WIRBLKSS STATION. 

These wireless outfits could be taken anywhere on horses, quickly erected and put in operation within 
ten minutes. Th^y had a range of about a hundred miles. 


of the jNIeerut and (>ht h Divisions — that is, 
behind the divisions nearest the ccj ist. 'i'hey 
liadha-dtho ord(*r t o fall in about 2 a..m., arul it 
require<l stane maiKcuvniig to get. all in rea<lin<''^^ 
in the tlarkness and con1ra(rbMl space. Im- 
patiently the men waited tlie nionuait wlwai 
they could advance, many of them biang 
echelonned along tlie bc' ieh nnch r the st(‘ep 
cliffs of Arsuf. The order c*ame sooner than 
they ef)uld reasonably liave expect eib hut to 
eager in<*n it seeme<l an age. As soon a-s tbr 
Doiidoners liad lirokcui tlirough tii<' sc*<*f>iHl 
'Turkish system the command to start was giv<*ii 
to the cavalry. The men rode hard and by noon 
had covered 18 mih's. They had then reaelic'd 
.lelanieh and Hudeira, ami then^after efh^ctividy 
carried out the task assigned the?n. Behind 
them came the Australian Mounted Division, 
which early in the morning [ia<l starb'd cjut 


assaults of the. baliore Division. But- wlieri 
by 11 a.ni., tliese ])hiei‘s bad been eaptiiriid 
t he enemy t bought of not hing but. fliglit. 'Tnl 
Keram, towa.rds which tla* 'Turks made, is i)ri 
the railway at tlie point win -re it dehonches 
in't«> tlit‘ pla,in fi’om the pass l(‘}i<ling up to 
Samaria and Sheeliem, jumI was an advatM.MMl 
laiemy base. As (haieral Allenby suee.irictly 
put it, “ great confusion rcjgiicd af 'Tul Kcra.m,” 
confusion whic ii gn w continually worse as thi> 
both Jhv’^ision and the otb Australian 
Brigade pres-:tMl on, the Londoners o<*ciipying 
'Till K i ram itsi lf during t hi^ a,ftc‘rnoon. By 
this tinu^ largt* forc’cs of the. (‘ruany were trying 
tf> eseapi* hy the road leading laist from 'Tul 
Keram to Messudic*h and Xahlus (Sh(*<diejii) : ^ 

'rin-. nual, whieJi follows tlie railway up a iiarrc>w 
va]l<‘y, was already rrowdeil with troojis and t riiii->port. 
'File eiiMfii.“^iori was ailded tf> hy the iH rsi-tent atta<rks of 
the Royal Air Forei* and Australian PIviiiK (.'orps, from 
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whicli there was no escape. CJroat havoc was caused 
and in several places thf< road was hloeke<l by over- 
turned lorrifvs and vehiclt?K. Later in the ev'eninj< an 
Australian regiment, having Ynmle a detour, succeeded 
in reaching: a hill four inihrs <‘ast of Tul Kerairi, over- 
h>okin)4 the mad. As a a larj'o anionnt of trans- 

pt>rl and nuiny guns fell into (jur hands. (Allenby.) 

VVhilo tho ciifiiiy in tlmt direction was already 
deiiioraliztMl, the •Vlltli Turkish Airny in the 
hills still stood lirni. 'rh<^y wtu’o now rlealt 
witli hy thi' XXlh Ccirps and the ri^^ht wing 
of t h(‘ XX 1st. Corps. Of tht‘ troojjs of tlu*! last- 
named corps, altt-r tiie morning's fighting, 
the ATcM*riil, hahor<‘ and 541 li Divisions had 
turiuMl east into th( hills of Samaria anti by 
nightfall liad mtido goo<{ progri‘ss. 'I’he main 
fitla(4v on th<‘ enemy liiil fjositirais was mad<^ 
that night by the XXthf^irp.s. In antieipat ion 
of th<‘ siifM ess nf the attack on 1 he coast secdor, 
the two <li\'isions tlie odrd and lOth —had 
b(M*ti eouei-nt rat<*(.l in reiidtru-ss, a»i<l as soon as 
Duhin's men had hrt)lven ihroiigli Sir Kdmiind 
Allenby gavi' Sir Philip (dietwode liis onha's to 
attack. Th<^ o.dnl Division was un the right, 
tluit is <*a.st of ( h(' .Jcrnsarlcm-Sli<‘ch<‘in road; 
1-ho loth Division (Maj (hai. bongicy) on 
the left, in tiu* ncighhonrhood of Kcfr Ain 
a.nd Jlcrnkiii, jilaccs on cither sidi^ of (h(‘ 
\Adwli Deir Hallnl, \\ h(‘re the 52iid Division 


(Maj.-Gon. Hill) had had much hard fighting 
in tho spring before leaving for France. 

The following are the details of the com* 
position of Chetwode’s two divisions : 

53rd division. 

158^/i Infantry Brigarle. 

Brig.-Gen. ViiRNON and Brig.-Gtui. VVildblood. 
.5/Oth Battalion Koyal Welsh Fusiliers. 

4/lltii Gurkha Kiflos. 

3/1.53rd Rifles. 

3/154th Indian Infantry. 

Infantry Brigade. 

Brig. -(j on. Monky. 

4/.'>th Welsh Regiinenl. 

3/152nd, l/153rd, 2/153rd l*iinjabis. 

moth Infantry Brigade. 

B^ig.-Gon. l’KAKst)X. 
l/7th Royal YWlsh Fusiliers, 
l/17th Infantry. 

1/2 1st l*unjebis, 

1st Cape Corps. 

Di ri <innal Troftps. 

2651 li. 2661 b, 267lli Brigiules K-F.A. 

ICtu DIY'ISIOX- 
jMaj.d len. Conoj.ks . 

‘ZOth Jnjfhntry Brigade. 

Brig.-Grai. Smith. 
l.-^l Battali<,»n Leinster K<*giiaent. 

l/iOlst Grenadiin*.'.. 

1/5 It h Sikhs. 

2/ 151st Indian Infantry. 

3aM, Infantry Brigade. 

I^riii.-C b'll. (iRKKR. 

Dl Battnlion Ufvyel Irisli Regiment. 

1st Kaishmir l.S. Infantry. 

3Sl)i Dogras. 

46tli Punjabis. 
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'i)fliCtul f^hoiui^raph. 

AUSTRALIAN CAVALRV RESTING. 


Infatitru lirifRidc. 

Bril '. -(mmi .Moitais. 

2ih 1 Battjilidn Royal Irish b\i>ili«'rs. 

2/Rnst ( JroiuKlitTs. 

74th l^injahis. 

2/4*2n(l Booli . 

/ )/r{,sf ntial 'J'nto/is. 

07th, OHth, 20.‘ti‘(l Bri|'a<h‘s K.K.A. 

FVoiii th(‘ night of th(‘ IfltJi to tht' 
of t he* 20th tli<' N’rit h ^rurkish Army fought. 
Iiard. TfHM'iuMuy li(‘n* Wiis noit h(‘r disorgaiii/cal 
jior <l(*morHlize<h tind the* attacking troops in 
tills the tliird battle of Blount h]ph.ra.ini had 
a .stiff task. K<jr on<' tiling, tla- liill ccaintry, 
as has been sufUieiently shown in previous 
chapters dealing with tla* Pa.l<‘stiiM’ campaign, 
is v<*ry broken and rugge I, and it is impossible 
for fi(»hl guns to keep pac<* with the infantry- 
Roads, in fact, laul to be improvi.sc'd behind 
the advancing infantry before the guns could 
be brought up. Again, the i*ncmy had long 
been expecting atta<’k act ride the tJcru.snlcm- 
Shechein iv^a^l, and tc) iiK'et it had built. dei<*nccs 
of gieat strength on succjc.ssive ridges. 'The 
loth Division, through whose sis-tor this r<)a«l 
lay, was dirc‘ctt‘d to avoid a frontal attack aial 
to make its stri'ke north-c*aster ly. Kvaai so, 
its work remaiiKMl ditlicult. 

Chetwode’s objectiv'c was Shechem, the 
inodt‘rn Nablus, a city clost-ly associated willi 
thti history of tiie Jews from the days of the 
Patriarchs an<l to-day the liome of the naiinant 
of the Samaritans. It lies in a valley ImTwxs’ii 
K bal and Gerizim, the mounts of ciir.sing 
and blessing, and has not th<^ commanding 
po.sition or the strategic importance of th(^ neigh- 
bouring Samaria, once the capital of the 


kingdom of Isra(‘l, now' a. small village in the 
midst, of many r(‘ma.rka.bl<‘ ruins. Rut pos.s(*s- 
sion t>f the high ground north-east of Shechem 
woiilfl enabl(‘ Sir Rhilip ( Mic‘t wo<li‘ elleetua.lly 
to dt*ny to tin* J^ii'ks the roa.ils leading to the 
l<»wer valley of the Jordan. All diniculties not- 
withstanding. gooil pi’ogi'css was made in the 
night a.tta.ck on Septemlxa* 111 and during thi' 
succM*ediiig da\'. 

'riir ."ilirtl rn]) 1 iirr(l I'd!.* .\l»u Muliil, mimI 

aJvaiM'Cil tln‘ir lm«* in tin* ()n llwir nglil Khan 

JiImmI was heavily connl er-all a«’ke(l nn the innrnini^ nt 
.S«*|)ti*iiil>er 20 . 'I'lu* 'rmk- NiieeeiMlecl tn ni'ainmi' 
the hill. hn 1 \%ere Uriveii utT aj^aiii alter a --.harji tij.’lit. 
'This ineal.'iit. a.n<l the neee->sity <»f niakini; a. roatl to 
enahle tin* v;ine to he hrmight forwanl, eaieed <|elay. 

'The loth I)ivi>.a»n acKaneeJ in two enlniim-', and hy 
iiiiddav nn Sept 4 *ni her 20 the rij.'ht <’n|imin, afli-r a harit 
ti;_dit at Kiirktiati. had nwietied Sellil and wa- apprnaehin^ 
l-.kaka, whnh wa-< si rnni'l V hehl hy I h*' eneitiN . the 
iell <*n|innn r*“aehe(i l\'‘lr llari-, whieh wa-- rady <’a|)lnr«‘d 
{dt«‘r heavy lij.rhlini'. d’he 101 h I)i\'i-inn had alieady 
<lri\en the <‘neniy ha«*k se\en mile.-.. I he ariilleiy, 
however, had heen iinaldi* In kee[» np with the iidanli\', 
and little j)rn;'re-s wa^ mail.- diinnii the atfernneai. 

On the left .4 the 101 h Doi-aai I he .\ .\ Ll ( 'mps had 
enntinued ils acKanei* in thiee enjniiiie'. thi the ri|_dil 
tin* Lahore I)i\'i'-inn ad\aneed ii() Wadi A/'/.nn. In the 
eentre I h«* Meerut I>i\ iaon inovetl on Ke|r Isiir and 
Beil Ijid. The liOl h ])i\eaai and the at h An.-tnilniii 
J.,i^ht llnr-'e liri|iade j»d\an<ed almi).' lie* Ini Kerani- 
Nahhe r.>a«l on .Me- ndu-h Station. By exenimc the line 
Baka-Beit I.al- Me.-- iidieli St at mn-At t ant had heen 
naiehed. 

'idle :hd (Lahore) jiiid Till (.Meerut) Divi.-ioir. em-oun- 
tered a. <Iet<'rninied and \vell-oi',.^ani/.e<J re-r-t ane«*, whiefi 
st iff ne<l a.- I he AL eriit f)ivi-ion approaeheil Bed Lid. 

Lp to the* cvtoiing of tliis day (September 20) 
1 lio commiuidcr ol t Ik* V'lltb 'Turkish Army 
;ipp<*iirs to bavc‘ been untiwiini tliiit Allenby 
c*nv'«iiry hod n.lrcu(ly blocl<<*t| his line* of rctnoil, 
but ho had l>t‘en withdrawing his transport on 

* Kh. - Khirhet ruin. 


240 ^3 




cavalry leading, t‘iitcr<Ml SluH?lioin from the 
west, the lOtli Division (Miierinf]: the town from 
the soutJi. Ry t lie evening the XXth ('orps 
had reaelic'd Moniit Khal, wliile I hi* line of the 
XX 1st (\)rps ran (hroiigh t he ruins of Samaria. 

The part played by the eavalry* in the rout 
of the Turks may now be told. Ry midday 
on S(*pt ember Uh as has been stated, the 
4th anil oth Cavalry Divisions were already 
18 miles north of what lia.il been RulHiTs 
front line at a..m. After a sliort Jialt the 

two divisions went forward again, taking, 
however, separate routes. Tlieir object, it 

♦That i.-^, not including? llio monnfod troops just 
inentionod atlaeInHl to tho XXI.-^t Corps, wln> aftiT- 
wards n*joiiiod tlio Australian Mounted Division in tirno 
to take part in tlio advance on Dainascu-s. 


jiiiietion with tlie Damaseus-Hodjaz line. 
Si'condly, then' were th(; roads, '^fliose running 
north all converged eithia' on D1 Afule or 
Ih'isan. Theiiee they went by Nazareth, the 
western shore of the Si'a of Oalilee and by 
Rosli Rinah to the old earav’^an track to 
Damasens whieli crosses the Jordan by the 
famous bridge of the IMughters of Jacob 
{Jisr Denat Yakub), ,.soutJi of tlie Waters of 
Merom. In addition there were the roads 
leading soutli-east liy the Jordan crossing at 
Jisr ed Ramieh to JCs Salt and Amman, roads 
by which the ent'iny, if beaten, would be certain 

♦The |{i*th-slu*an (Houst* of Duiet) of thi* Old Testa- 
ment, a place whose history ))eliod its nalne^ On its 
walls the I'hilist iiies exposeil the hod>. of Saul after his 
defeat and death at the noigh}>ouring fieltl of Gilhoa. * 
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to try to oscapo. Of tho plams nioiitioiiod 
Di'r’aa luui already hetMi dealt with by the 
Emir Faisal's Arabs; t lie task of the eavalry 
was primarily to eaptun* FJ Afnln and Heisan. 
They did that and mueh mon*. 

Ju the morning ride very little opjxvsition 
had been eiu’oiintered ; praetieally ('ver\' Turk 
met by t lu' horstanen as they ^zalloped f>n at 



GBRASA, EAST OF THE JORDAN: THE 
TEMPLE OF THE SUN, 


onee surr<‘iid<'n»d. When, in th<* afternoon, the 
5t'h Oa\'a.lry Division (l\raj.-(_h*ii. Ma.eAn«Irew) 
moved on nort h, t h(‘ J .‘1th Brigade (Hri^.-(h*n. 
Kelly) leadin^j;, tlaa-e was still no serious 
resistance. Fn‘sently t li<* division tiirrjed east 
and entercxl tlu^ hills of Sainaria. at aliont- 
their narrowest- part, ii(‘a.r where th(*y join 
Arount (Virinel. Aft<*r a b'w hours th<*y w<‘n‘ 
given a rest, gtdting wab'r, food, oranges 
anti a litth' sl(s*p. lh*forei long tht'. <h vision 
was off again, bnt a good many of the liorses 
were alrt^ady tlone nj) and laul to be left btdiind. 
Tht* two brigades of tlu^ division now sepa.rat(*d, 
the 13th making for Xa/.areth, the 1 Ith ftji* 
Afiile. 

The 4t]i Cavalry IJiva'sio.i (Major-n<*nt‘rnl 
Harrow), whitdi had als#» gont* iiortli aftt‘r the 
midday halt on t ht*- Itlth, turned t*ast- int-<» tlie 
hills at a pt>int south t>f that taken by tin? 
5th Hivisitin. It tt)ok t he valley of tlx* W'atli 
Arab, whicli gratlually narrows to tht* pass of 
Miismus, bt'yontl which tht* rtiad crosses tht* 
northern slt)pt*s of the hills to Megidtio, <lis- 
guisetl by its motlern narnt^ td’ FI Lt?jjiin, ami 
thontH'! across the Fhiin <d’ Fsdraelori to FI 
Afiilt*. Awaking to tht'ir danger, the 'rinks 
had hastily sent a battalitin from Afiih^ to man 
Miisinus. Tht* adv^aTict‘fl guard only had 
reacht'd the pass wht-n t ht5 4t h Divisitai mtlt* 
up and their opposition was rpiitrkly ov(*rctjnn*. 

All through tho livelong fwnjtt* (hk* \v«* 

had fihoved on, .snmf*tiTn<*s af u haltiIl^ laily i«ir 

brief intervals. I snatched a inoineiit’s sJee^j willi the 


reins in liaml. my Imr-^e meiiiwvin le All 

along the r<iatl \\e eneomitertMi a ha n<lon«>(l 'riirUi-^li 
transport, gun-, u.ig.m- miuI l».>r-i's higgledy-pig^lr<ly 
nil o\4*r liu' place. .V I^nkiNh oIVumt hiding in a tn*t' 
tt*ll ilo\\ 11 Jiiitl wa^^ taken pri'-jonci*. Flu* po<>r man, who 
\\or«» a spk'iidid tnr coat, wa'^ t crn>r->>t nick at the 
thought of being Icti in the .n-lndy nl' Indians. Tic 
*'xp«*etc4l to b«‘ mnrdi-rtMl at ainl was astonished 

to find tiuil Siam' of the Imlian, ucie of the -amt' religion 
Its hitiwi'lf. . . . l'4\enlnall\ hy a miraclt* in the 
tnorning w rea(>hcd the tail ranee to the pkiin of aVrmn- 
geddoii. Had the T'lirk- -nceci.dcd in getting to t lie 
pa-^switli a h'w nun hine gmis, the\ would im\ e held us 
up ftir liours. 

'The (‘iWiilry ('neounten*<l the n*st of the 
battjilion at M(*gi<ldo, the set'ne of nmny great 
battles in tin? history nf t lu* Jews, ami tht* 
Armagf*dtlon of tlu* Apoi*ii l\'ps<*. 'rht*rt' wtis 
iu» great fight ht*re in this (‘iimptiign, but what 
there was t.o tlo was tloin* iH*atly a.nd suc*ct‘.s.s- 
fully. JJa* 2ntl Lanct'rs clntrgcd ov'«*r <*xpt)scd. 



ml 1‘hiitogtaf h. 


LAYING A TELEPHONE GABLE. 

nnovi*n gnamd, and iti face of h(*jLV\y ma.chin<^- 
guri and rifh lire, a,nd rod»* through tin* ent*my, 
killcti 40 with the lanc<* ntid capltirt^tl th<^ 
r(*mainder, siinn* I7<) in(*n. At .Mt'giddo the! 
1th Divisiiui rested, htif early on tlx* 20th wa j 
again in th«* stiddle, m tking for Afuh*. Hut 
the. 14tli Hrigatit* ( Hrig.4 h*neral Chirti*) of tlx* 
5th Division b»‘at thi'in by half an hour. They 
captured Afult* at 7.3t) a.ni., taking t he garrison, 
about 1,.50(> nxai, Diisoneis. At tlx* railway 
station were found eijrht locajinot i ves, two 
complete trains, 40 lorries aixl a vaist quantity 
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BRITISH BOMBING MACHINES LINED UP READY TO START ON A RAID. 


ol stores, ainorig thorn “ lump sni^ar, eifzars 
and champagne gal on*.” Shortly afterwards 
an eiioiny aoroplario tried to land, ignorant that 
Afulo had bo<*ii taken. It was shot down. 

The 4th Divisit)n, which arrived at Afulo at 
8 a.ni., rode down the V illey of Jezreel to 
Boisan, which it reached by half-past four in 
the afternoon, liaving covered 80 miles in 
34 hours— a fine record. About 1,000 of the 
oneiiiy surr(m(U‘red at fieisan. 

The Australian Mounted Jdivision (Major- 
(leneral Ffodgson) was some tlistance behind 
the two tuivalry <livisioiis when tli<* great ride 
began. It was made up as follows: 3rd 
A. L. If. Brigade (Brig.-CJlen. Roystoii) 
8th, 9th, and 10th Regiments A.L.H. -4th 
A.L.H. Briga<le (Brig.-(len. Grant) 4th, 11th, 
and 12th A.L.H. Regiments — 5th A.L.H. 
Brigatle (Brig.-Gen. Onslow) 14th, I5th, 
and 1 Otli Rf^giinents of A.L. H. TIk^ Australians 
had followed the line of the 4th Hivision 
intij the Idain of Msdraelon and were now 
sent south-east to Jenin (Rn-Gaunim — 
Fountain of Gardens), where the road fmm 
Shechem to Nazareth leaves the hills. Jenin 
was the headquarters of the enemy airforce, and 
a considerable* number of (h'rmaii troop.v were 
stationed there. Tho aerodrome had been 
incessantly patrolloil by Britisli an<l Australian 
airmc*n on the 19th in ordc*r U> prevent the 
enemy from making tise of his machines to 
sup})leinent his disorganized tidephonic and 
telegraphic communications. It was also of 
the first importance t-o prevent him from 
getting any news of the advance of the cavalry ; 
consequent ly it was necessary to prt*vent enemy 
machines from leaving tho ground. With this 
end in view two scouts at a time patrolled over 
Jenin aerodrome, each civrrying four bombs, 
with which any sign of enemy activity was 
discouraged, Kach pair was relieved while 
still patrolling over the aerodrome, and on 


rolkJ came down and firetl machine-guns into 
tho hangars, witli tht3 result that enemy 
aircraft wc*re prevented from taking any part 
ill the battle. 

Tho Australians had little difTiculty in 
capturing Jenin. The following account of 
their enterprise is from the pen of Mr. H. S. 
Gullctt, tho OfTicial Coi'respondeiit with the 
Australian Forces in J Palestine, under date 
Scjitember 21 : 

Laxt- nijL(ht two rogiinonts of Austrnlirtii I.iij?}it TCorse, 
Vicjtoriaiis and Wostorn Aiistmliaiis, about GOO strong, 
moving rapidly, suddoidy t^nvolopod j€‘nin. (walloping 
at <lusk with tlrawn swords upon tho old stone-built 
hillsiiio town, they w<‘ro astonished to moot sliouting 
clrovos of Turks ailvanoing and rrying for nu*roy and 
waving wfiito flags of all si/.(‘.w. Tho only n*sistanoo wa-s 
from a dotaohinoiit of (h*nnaii maohino-gunners, hut 
this was cpiiokly silonootl. 

Tho Australians oaplurod noarly 7,000 jinsonors, 
iiioluding 700 fiiTiiians, and a stibsta.rittal cavalry force,, 
with 000 horses ; also two aorodroinos and a huge 
(piaiitity of war inattu'ial, iin'hiding rolling stock, guns, 
and inachino-guiis, and oomploto trains of motor and 
horse t ran V purl . 

Tho Gormans had final groat dumps of ammunition,, 
pctrul, anil tho liangars anti w^orkshoj)s on tho aoro- 
dromos at. our ajiproach. But one plant' was soizt'tl 
intact, and clo.so by was found a big ca\o otaitaining 
thoij.santls of bottlt»s of chatnpagno and other wino.s and 
.spirits. 

To-day Ksdraolon Plain prostailod a wonderful war 
speclaclt*. From tlayligbt to dusk interminable ctilumns 
of |jrisoiiors camo wdriding across tlio valley from 
Nazareth, Boisan, Afulo, and Jenin. 

While tht‘se events w<*re happening tho 
13th Cavalry Brigade hatl accomplished much 
farther north. They had started for Nazareth 
at G p.m. on the 19th and had ^2 miles fo go 
to roach their objective. The troops hoped to 
arrive in t-iine to catch Litnan von fSantlers 
napping. Tho city of the Nazarene, with its 
sticred memories, had been chosen by the 
Germans as convenient headquarters, and its 
numerous hos23ieeH, schools, and even the 
churches won*, turned to military use. And 
however badly the Turks fared, the Germans 
had seen >vell to their own comfort. On this 
point the testimony of many witnesses might 
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be given, but the following extract from a 
Btatemeut by an officer who took part in the 
operations will suffice. Writing in the Kiu Ora- 
Coo-ee ho said : 

You saw oviclenoo of Oerman sup<»r-coii\fort, snpt^r- 
oqnipmoiit, super-foodinjz iiiui siipt*r-iir'CfHnino<iaf ion 
livery where. It struek you first and most ft>reib!y' on 
seeing the droves of prisoners eoini’* in. Where Turkish 
ofticers walked. German ollioers \v<»re riding on donlo'y's, 
on camels, in gharries, or any vehieles ; you ean fairly' 
safely infer that at tht‘ time of eaptnre all tht'se means 
of locomutit>ii were available ecpially to 'Turk and 
German. . . . Take the matter of food alom'. T li\etl 

in * for thi’i'e tlay's. 'There was mxieh c*aplnred 

provencler tliere, Turkish and German. T live<l chiefly 
on German M. <V V. aiul (ierman tinned sausage and <lried 
fruits. 1 lunl often heard of this ration in Kranee. but 
hn<l never tasted it. To taste it was to spurn bully'. . . . 
All the '^Turkish food eonsiste<l in spare supplies of dried 
legumes. If you base y'otir eom]iarison on quantity 
alone you will see ln.>w well lh<* (iierman fed by <‘omparison 
with “Joe Ihirke.’* [ Hf*re fc.>llows a paragraph on tin* 
German wint' stores, the quantity and variety of liquor 
found showing “with what, resolution the Hun hacl sot 
out (<J ‘do hirnsiJf w *11 ’ at any eost.**',. . . . (Captured 
lorritvs ami motor ears are Gorman, (’aptiirod Turkish 
transport is the mis<*ra.ble little wagons that a N'«‘W- 
foiiiidlaud tlog eould alnm.st <lrag. . . . Of iJothiiig 
and ectttiptttent little need bo saicl. 'Tlio 'Turk is in rags 
of greater diversity than any shun ean show, if is t ho 
more patheti(! beside llm comparative' splendour of 
the Gerinati uniform. 

With a guide to lead, th<* l‘lth Brigade — 
the ( rlouct'stcrshin* Hussars, 9tli Hodsoii’.s 
lb aud I8th (Bt'iigal) Lauct^rs — • tni- 

vtdlfd by rough (rucks through the Jiills 
aud across sutall vallt'y.:^ until, ahotit 2 a.in. 
t>u the 20tli, tliey rt'achtMl (he BJaiii of 
Ksdrat'lon, “ wonderfully fertile.” Riding 
across the plain, they stopped to blow up a 
.‘^•e(it)n of tlie narrow-gauge railway (o Jlaifa, 
thus <*u(( ing off the garrison of (liat por( . 
Then on again, the advauieed guard ((he IStli 
laineers) sur])risiiig and ctipturiiig the garri.sf>n 
of a village, ahou( 250 iiieii, who were asleep in 
barracks. At 5.30 a.iu. th(' brigiuh^ (ro((<*d ufj 
a steep hill whiedx overlooks tlu' litde hsisitt 
ill wJiich the town lies, aud entered Na/.andh 
with swords drawn. A scene of great confusion 
ensued. There was some stiff strf'ct figh(ing, 
and tlie brigade had also to face persisUait 
fire from machine-guns posted on high ground 
north of the town. A troop was seri( (o find 
von Liiman ; it was led to the wrong house, auii 
when the right house was roacdied it was to find 
that von Liman had got away by car- in his 
pyjama.s, according to an eye-witiies.s — and 
with him tlu5 notorious von Papen, ffirriH^rly 
German military attach^ at Wa.shington, who 
had, however, left behind variou.s incriminating 
documents respecting the plots carried out 
• against the United States while Germany was 


still at peace with that country. Von Liman’s 
flight had boon so hurried tliat he, too, left all 
his papers behind. The.so and .some members 
of his staff ft'll into the hands t)f the British. 

Von Liman hurried to Dainaseus and (hen 
on to Aleppo aiui Gonstautiiiople, h'avuiig (ho 
German Asia(ie. Gorps as well as the Ttirks to 
their fate. His eonduet was bit(.(q’ly eritieized 
in Germany, eri(ieisiu whieh found public 
utterance after tlu* rc'voliition t>f Nov'einber: 

'^TIk* Knglish wiTt* not sti far wrong ['^aiJ a writer in 
tho Vossisrhr Zcitiimj of No\ianh«'r 24] when 1 hoy said 
** 'Th«» Gorman oommamlor is mnoh in ailvanoo of his 
troops.*’ G<*noral Liman von Samlors hail stait his 
(.hiiighti'rs to a soasijo plaoo. anil it soomoil tli I his 
ohiof ft>no4'rn at tho hoginning of t ho ildfuivlr was > gt't> 
t hoso laiiios to a |>laoo of safoty'. On tho inori g of 
tho 2tM h main lioailqnartors w^oro (akon hy sii priso, 
oilioors, nnrsos ami mon hoing oanglit in hoil a 1 lod 
into oaplivily. . . . 'J’lioro vv'oro hanllv any nlors 
i^suoil, anil w hon t hoy roaohoil tho troops thoy iM not. 
ho oxooiiloil, a-ml tho w'atohwonl was ^^<lurr tpii prut/ 
'Tlu* (h'rtnan troops gathoroil in small groups anil 
attoinptod to light tlioir way through. . . . 'Tho army 
rosomsl four guns ami its oomma-mlor ami bis ilanghtors 
rosiMiotl tlioir baggago. 

'^riioiigh desertt*(l by tIuMr eomnuiiuler, t he 
troops iit Nazjireth showt'U light, giving ti. good 
th'jil of troubli'« to the ^^‘om(‘Il and luditins. 
Ovt*r 2,000 prisoners, timoiig tlu*m many 



JOSEPH’S WELL, ON IHE ROAD FROM 
JENIN TO AFULE. 

German tidegrajihists, meehaiiies, and other 
teehnieal (mops, wen? tak(*u by th(? Brigaik? ; 
but as it had ridden 02 miles in 22 hotirs, it was 
not called upon to attack the liill po.sitions 
north of the town. It was. at 1 1 a.m., withdrawn 
from Nazareth arul sent to K1 Afule, taking 
with it the prisoners, the captunul pajiers and 
considerable loot, including £8,000 in gold, aud 
“ much brandy, hock and champagne, of which 
every man had a bottle that night.” The 
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{Ausfrulian official photograph, 

AUSTRALIAN LIGHT HORSE AT NAZARETH, AFTER ITS CAPTURE BY THE 

13tli BRIGADE. 


briiyiailo lin<l no iatcntion oi iiot completing its 
work, aiul tlie ic'xt clay (Sc'pteinbor 21) went 
back to Xa/arc'th. (ioing up a very stet^p 
tra<*k under Mcamt 'I'abor, tliey a[)j)roachiHl the 
]»lace from tlie north, and this time met with 
no opposition. Sotne tim(‘ was spent in 
hunting out small enemy parties still shc^ltering 
in tlie Jioust's. ' 

The enc ‘iny ivsistanec^ on thc^ wliole frc:»nt 
attacked had by now becm overcome. AV^itliin 
3(> hours of the* opcaiing of the oft<*nsiv<^ botli 
the VHtli and V 1 1 1 th Turkish Armies had been 
dc*lc*ated and all tlu;ir main outlets of c'seape 
closed. Septemb<‘r 2J saw tJic^ enemy fcjrcc^s 
west of <h(» Jordan employed solely in seeking 
to escape by the- only possible routes lc?ft to 
tluan -the crossings of tlic^ Jordan. It was 


A init* Ik'VoikI this point Iho Wiuli Famh passes through 
a gorge. The IhmkI of the cohunii was hcaivily bombed 
at this point. TJie drivers left lhf‘ir vehicles in panic* 
wag^ais w<*rt* ov<*rl urne<l, uial in a short time tin* road 
was <‘<unpIetrJy hlf>eked. Still attacked by t l\o iloyal 
Air For<*e, the reniain(h*r t>f th<* coluinn turned off at 
.•\in Shibieh, and headecl for Iteisan. 

The dc'struction of the (^nenty column retreat- 
ing alc)ng this road was an example of the high 
valu»‘ of the aeroplane as .an olTcaisive weapon. 
It was impossible for troops to move al(.>ng the 
surface of thc^ cc.iuntry in time' tej stoj> tho 
rctrcvit of (he cmemy unless liis progress could be 
♦ lelayed. Tlu^ Hoyal Air Force not only delayed 
the prourc'ss of the column as retjuired, but 
almost entirely tlestroyed it as wcdl. All 
avtailablo machines wca'e mobilizetl fort he attack, 
and <l('parturi's from tlic lianileh aerodrome 
were so timed that two mtichines should arrive 


now that tho Air Fierce distinguished itself by 
what was in fa<*t an outflanking movement. In 
his dispatch General Allenby shows clearly both 
the plight of the enemy and the value of tho 
work of the airmen. He writes : 

Since tho early hours <jf tho morning [of Soptoiubor 21] 
groat confusion. had roigned in tho 'Purkish rear, Cainp.s 
and hospitals were being luirricdly ovaoxiaicd ; some 
wore in flames. 'Pho roads loading north-oast and oast 
from Nablus to Hoisaii ami tho Jordan Valloy woro 
oongt'-'toti with transp<.»rt and troops. Small parties of 
troops woro tnoving oast along tho mmiortms wa<lis. 
'Pho disurgauiz:at ion which alroatly oxists'd was incrcastal 
hy tho repeated attacks of tho Hoyal .'Vir Force ; in 
particular, t>n tho <*losoly paoktal column of tran.sport 
moving north fr<un llalata to Ivh. Ferwoh, where a road 
branches off, uUtng tlie Wtuli Farah, to Jisr ed Damioh. 
Sonu* of tho transport oontinuod along the road, to 
lleisan. wh<»re it foil into tho hands of tho 4th Cavalry 
Dtxision. 'Phe grt^ater part made for the Jordan along 
the Wiuli Farah. Nine miles from Kh. Perwoh, at 
Ain Shihleh, a road hranches t>lt to the north to Heisan. 


over the objective ov^cry thrc.'c minutes, and tliat 
an additional formation of six m,aohines should 
come into action eveiy half-hour. After 
discharging its bombs every mac bint then raked 
the retreating column from aJow altitude with 
machine-gun fire before returning to Ranileh 
for more bombs and trays of cartridges. These 
attacks wore maintained from 8 a.m. until noon 
on September 21, by which liour the troops had 
come in touch with the remnant of the enemy. 
The road by this time was completely blocked 
with the corpsi.^s of men and animals and tho 
debris of 87 guns, 55 motor lorries, 4 staff ears 
and 932 wagons. 

* A cuii'-'idorablo, proportion of tho abandoned onomy 
.stores never reaohetl thj> British commissariat. Some 
were set on fire by tho Turks in their retreat, much was 
looted hy the. natives, for it was i inpo.s.si hlo to guard 





THE TUIES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


197 


The Turkish hold of both banks of the Jordan 
from Uiniu es Sliort iiorthwartl — lit tie use ivs 
it was to them in eonseqxience of the air attacks 
— did not last beyond the clay. AVIiilo tlio 
scones described in the extract ^ivon from 
Allenby’s dispatch were being enactc'd, (Jenta’al 
Cliaytor’s torce * in the* Jordan V^allc‘y advanced 
north on a route west of the .Icricdio-Heisan 
road, and early in the morning of September* 22 
tlio 38th (Jc»\visli) liattalion Jioyal Kusilic'rs 
captured tlic bri«lgehe*id at Ihnm es Short- - 
the first piece of work of note* of theses Ht'brew 
soldiers Meantime^ the New Zealand Mounted 
Rifles got astride tlio road by the \V^uli b'arah 

more niitn ai fnicfien of tho stnlf. W'Iumi .Totiin, Afiilr, 
a!ut other phioc*?^ foil “ tlio n»'tliiiii 4‘ti.nH) from t'vory 
rainyj and villagn within 20 niilos, iind with liim oamo 
his wointm anil idiildron, liis paroiits and j»r;ind|iar'Mits, 
auid oarnols and horses axnd nsses. I’o liis eredit it 
should bo snid that ho was nut shy uf risk''. At .fiaiiii 
T watchi'd Iniiulreds of these jx'ople scrambling arunnil 
a huge burning dump tired by the Germans. 'I’liey 
went boldly on to the edge of the tlames, eareless of t h<‘ 
frequent I'xplosiuns and shoviers <»f dehris as the liri' 
reaehed shells ami bombs.' 'I’bo temptatiiui tlau-e wji'-* 
a groat supply of German tinned frevh beef, and they 
laughed and shouted as they ventiireil tJieir Jives for it.’* 
(Mr. K. S. Gulh*tt.) 

* (.’haytor’s Foree was as follows : 

Al^SrHAhlAN" AND NHW ZFAI.AND MOFNI’KI) 
DIA'ISIOX. 

Maj.-Ch‘n (hcAV roll. 

Ist 

Hritj.'t h*n. (’ox. 

Isf, 2nd, arwl 2rd A.*L. H. Ih't'itnenls 


from Shecdu^m to Jisr c'd Unmicdi, and a fc:*w 
hoiim later the' two batt»ilioi\s of the British 
^Vcst Indies Hogiment, in a tine' h ay one ‘fc charge, 
st orniet I tlie bridge' head at .lisre'd Da mie.*h, taking 
51-4 prisoni'rs. Tlu' bridge* itsi*lf was unda.inagi'd. 

'^rbe disorgani/ait io?) ot the' emits of tho 
Turkish Armit's weis even niort* marked on 
be_»ptt‘m})c*r 22, and Irom em eai'Iy hour part it's of 
Turks bi'geiii to come* into lk*isan and surremder, 
but the' gre*»ett'r numhe*r eontimie'd tiu'ir idTorts 
to e*se*apt5 

At ttS.tMt fS a.ni.l a. enliimrj witli transport a.nd 
guns, la miles loteg, was reported by the Koyal Air 
Force to be moving riorth along tho Ain Slii hleh- lleisari 

2/a/ .-I. //. y/. /b/f/f/f/e, 

I trig. -Gen. I< \ uu;:. 

5tli, titli. 7th h. 1 r. Hegiir.enls, 

A’e/r Mtfunfrd. Hrif/ttfin, 

Lhig.-Gen MKi.niiijM. 

Aiielvland, t'anterbnry, a.nd Wellington M.l^. Uegiimnits. 

J>i ri.< ional Troapa . 

I St h llrigade It. II. A. 

.A/20:hd Ihittery K.K.A. 
la.'>th Heavy JJattery l{.(J.A. 

2at h, 22nd Indian Mountain Uatteries It.CJ.A. 

N'o. a .Medium rreneh Mortar llattery K..\. 

Nos. 1M>, 102, and 102 .\nt i-Aireraft Sections It. A. 

28th ami 2at h Mattalion Itoyal t’nsdiers (Ilehre.w 
I’roops ). 

iMMh INDIAN HKKJADF. 
lhig.(Jt*n. MtUdevv. 

Alw ar. ( I w'alioi-, and ralialal.S. Infantry. 

1 lat h Mahrat t a L.l . 

Dt and 2nd Kattalnnis llriti'-h W'est Indies liegiimait. 



iOjJuuU pnoto^tuf.n. 


THE BLACK WATCH MARCHINC THROUCH BEYRCT 
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road, its head being nine miles south of Beisan. The 
4th (Cavalry Division was ordered to send dtdacliTiients 
towards it. an<l also to patrol the road which follows the 
Jordan i>n its east bank, to secure any parties which 
might across th<' Jordan. At thti same time 

the Worc<"s(<*r Yeomanry of the XXth Corj>s, supported 
by infantry, was onl<Tt‘d to aidvancs* northwards from 
Ain Shiblch, and tlit; infantry of the Kith Division along 
lh(' Tu))as- Heisan road, to collcftt straggk*rs. an<! to 
driv'<i itny f<irna*d bodif^s intf» tlie hands of the 4lh 
‘(^avalry I^ivnsion. The Koyal Air Force had proce<‘ch‘d 
to attack the Turkish column, which broke up and 
^(ba-ndoiusl its guns Ji,nd tran.-^port. 

It was now only a oiiostion of “ rolh'otinp: ” 
tho fragintails t hat roiiniino(l of t <*iu‘iny 
annios wtisl of tho •Jordan. Tht* prooc'ss wont, 
on dtirint' Septonibor 2d anti 2 1, tJi<^ Turks 
now foining in to surrt'tulor in livrgo mnnbers. 
Opposition was. but oooasitjual and fitful. Ooo 
croluiun f>f 'Furks witli guns trying to gtd. over 
tlie .Iordan tit a. erossirig a lit fie s< 3 uthf‘asl. of 
Jieisan was caught up by the 1 Itii Cavalry 
Jirigade ( lirig.-C(‘nt‘riil (iri'gorv), Init not befon* 
so!iu‘ of till’ Turks had crossisl the river at 
Makiridtd Abu N^nj. 'rh(‘se were follovvcMl, 
ehtirged. and JtrokiMi up l)y Jtt.eob’s Horst*, few 
t*s(!a|)ing. 'Mir others were ehnrged by tin* 
21)th Ljuiet‘rs and Mi<ldl<*s(‘x ^'(‘oniaiiry, wlio 
killed or eaptiiHMl t he whoh* party, taking also 
25 inaehine-guns from the* '^rurks, who put up a. 
stout r<*sistan<‘t‘, tis is sliown by Hie fact that 
when thi‘ Hiuits liattery came into aedion 


against them in the oj>en every gnn was hit. 
Over 3,000 prisoners were captured on this 
occasion. 

By the evening of tfic 24th — that is, in a 
period of .six days — tlie two Turkish Annies 
west of the Jordan had ceased to exist. Over 
40,000 men were prisoners in the hands of 
the British. The victory, too, was not costly 
in Jives. “ Our total casualties,” said the 
War Oflicie report of September 26, “ amount 
to less tlian oiuvtentli of the number of 
prisoners ea]jt ured.” 

TJie .^tli Oav^al ry Division, which had n^it 
taken part in the “ «;ollecting ” operations, 
during the same period was employed in 
oeeujiying th(' seajiorts of Haifa and Acre 
(Akka). Part of the Haifa gorrison, reali/.ing 
that they were likely to b(* trappi*d, had set 
out to mare}) across (ioiintry to Tilierias, on 
till* Si*a of (hililei*. They were mareliing 
throng}) the night and at l.dO a.m. on 
Sept.emher 22 humped into ” the outposts 
of the Idth (Rivalry Brigade outside Xazaretli. 
J’he brigade* at first took the affair to bi^ an 
attempt of t-be enemy to recapture tliat town. 

ISth Ik'ugal Laueers eliarged the Turks 
by the moonlight, killing a largi* numher and 
capturing over Few escaped. Tlie next 

day^ the 1 3tli Brigade spent ipiietly. but were 
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ordered to go on tlie 23rd and capture Acre, 
ithe last spot in Palestine held by the Crusaders. 
Tliis city of many sieges, attacked in vain by 
Napoleon, who there was forced to give up 
his Palestine expedition, fell easily c'noiigh to 
the 13th Brigade. Starting from Na/.areth 
at 3 a.m. (Septembi^r 23), thc'v had a 25-miI<^ 
ride, partly througJi tlie fertJli- \ alle\- of tlie 
Kishon with its pomegranate gardcuis. Making 
a detour over tlw^ Hat plain around the port, 
the horsemen got to the north of the town to 
cut olT an attempted retreat, and at 2 p.in. 
received tlie submission of tJn‘ small garrison 
of soiiK* 150 naai. 

Haifa garrison, or wliat was left of it. tdlennl 
some opposition. Ri*lalions ht‘rt‘, as at many 
otln*r places, betwt'en (li'rmans and Turks 
were st rained. 'The ( Germans were for surrender ; 
tlu^ Turks bade tht^m tigld. Th(^ j^osition of 
the tt>wn favoured the d<d(*n<‘(', and a ]>att(‘ry 
of armourtid cars which madi* a <laring recon- 
naissance on Se[)l.ein]>(‘r 22 found tin* enemy on 
the alert'. 'The roail into tlu* town was 
barrica.(U‘d and t he cars wert' met with machine- 
gun and ritl(* tire at- point -bla.nk range. The 
cars, returning, marched the 100 or so prisoin‘rs 
tlu‘y iiad made before th<*m, fighting tlie while 
a rearguar<l action. On t ia* 23rd th<‘ ot h 
Cavalry division (minus, that is, the 13th 
Brig.a.d(‘) marched tjut- from Afule, f<»llowing 
tli(‘ road past- Karosheth of tlie ( ientil(*s, wliich 
as it- neais Haifa is confinod between the 
JMarsh<*s of the Ivisluai and Mount Carmel. 

When th(» 5th Ca.va.lry i_)i\'ision rea<*lu'd this 
point on September 23 it was sIh*1I(mI from the 
slop(\s of iMount (/arnu’J, and fouial I la* roatl 
and tlu‘ riv<a* <*rossings defeiiderl by nnm<*roiis 
maehine-guns. VVdiilst the Mysore La.neers 
w^en^ clearing the roeky slope's of Mount < ^irniel 
thl^ Jodhpur Lanee'rs flm])(*rial Se'rv^iei- tnxjps), 
chargeal through the defih', and, riding o\’er 
tlu*- enemy's macthine-guns, galh)ped inU» the 
tow'M, where a unnilx*!* of J'lirks w<'n* sj)(*ar«‘d 
ill t lie streets. Colonel Thakur Dalpat Singli, 
M.C., f(*li gallantly leading this eharge/’ 

Tn tlu^ eaptun? of Haifai 1,350 jirisoners aiul 
17 guns w'ore taken. Tlie teavnsfolk gave* a 
Ve^ry hearty W'edcome' ie> the* viete)rs ; e*ve'n the* 
German colonists — at Haifa is oiu* ej* tlu^ 
largest of the German fa>loiiit;s in Pale*stine - 
were pleased to be riel ejf Turkish e*xactie>ns. 
Of Palestine w^est e)f tlu* Je^rdan only the 
northern part ejf Galilee rt*mained iinf.M*cupie*d 
by the British, and that fell to General Alle*nby 
in tlie advance on Damascus, afi ad\'ance3 


which he now ordered General Chauvel te) 
undertake wdtli the l)esr*rt ^lenmted Corps. 

Before, he)we'v<*r, elescribing the aelvance on 
Damascus, tlie tate* ot tlu* IV^th "^rurkish Army, 
the army t'>i.st of the Je)relan, may be> tolel. It 
Avas concentniteHi eipposite* the Hritisli forces 
in the lower .Iordan \"alley, with its bast' at 
Amman on tlu* Ih'dja/. riiilwny. As hits b('t*n 
set*!!, upto St'ptt'mbcr 22 it. lu'ld tlit' east, bank 
of the river . at ,lisr ctl Damit'h and otlu'r 



A HHDJAZ AKAH. 


crossings. On that <lay t lit* l\'tli Army 
rt*a.li/.i*d that its position was no longt'i* t t'liablt', 
and it !*«*t rt'at t'd to tin* tabit'laiid of Moab t>n 
tlu* 2.3rd, making for Ks, Sa.ll a.nd vVmma.n. 
(Jt‘iM‘ra.l (3ia.ytor sent his Aust ra,lia.n and Nt'W' 
Z(*ala.nd Mount-t'd troops in pursuit. \Nliile 
t-lu* t'lU'Miy wa.s libcraJly bomlx'tl by the ainiu'n. 
At 1.30 p.m. the New Zt'alamlci's (‘aptiired 
10s Salt, (making the si.xth time the to^^M had 
chaiigt'd hands in 10 IS), taking .3SO prisoners 
and thi’et* guns. Tlie pursuit t'ontiinied, a.iid 
after two da\'s’ obst inate resist a.ne«‘ by eiu*my 
rearguards Amman wa.s reached aiul eaptured 
on Sc'ptemher 25. 3’lie 3’ui'ks no\N fle<l noi-t h 
in vlis<*rder, hai’assed by the aii*m(*ii and tin* 
Arabs and jan-sned by the An/-a,es. ()\'er 
5,000 men a.nd 2S guns were eajrtur'ed the 
gr'C'ater jrart of tin* l\'th .\rmy. 'The rest. c>f 
the IV'tli Ai'my fell a- pi’ey to the Kmir Ka.isa,l. 
iVs it. stn*a.m<‘d riortli the Arabs issuc*d from 
the Hauraii, foi’eing the Turks to abandon 
guns a.nd transport. N<*xt' the Arabs 
entienclu'd t}iems<*lvc*s north of Der’aa and 
barred tlu* eiu*my's liiu* of n‘tr4*at.. 33u) two 
forces met- on Septemlx'i* 27 a-tul shaif> fighting 
went on all clay, Hc'avy casualties vvc*re 
inflicted upcni tlu^ enemy among whom w'(*rc*- 
maiiy Ccrinaiis. Having c*>m[)lc*tc*iy bn*kc*n up 
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what was left of the IVth Anny, the Arabs the 
Harrie <lay srizofl l>*r’aa. 

After his rapid corK|iiest of Moab General 
(>hay tor’s force again concentrated at Animan 
in (jrder to deal with tho 2nd Turkish Army 
Gor])S, wliieh held the Hedjaz railway line 
from south of Amman to south of Ma’an. This 
cor[>s had not realizf'd tho cha!xg(^d situation 
in time, and it was only on Sopbiinber 2*1 that 
the Turks evacuated Ma’an, That place, 
which had long been an objxictive of t lie Arabs, 
was at once occMipicul by th(^ Hedjaz force 
under the J^knir Zeid, wlio continuously 
worried the roar of the retreat ing Turks. Kive 
days lat(‘r the 2nd "l^irkish Army (Jorps had 
reached J.#td)an, a statixxn on the railway 10 
miles south of Amman. Her<^ they eanu^ into 
contact with (Uiaytor’s foret^. 'I'lie 'rurkish 
commander, Ali Hey Waliabi, saw that he 
could not escapes and he liad no mind to fight 
t.o a finish. The next day, September 29, he 
surrenden*d to Ghaytor with 5,000 men, who 
gave up t heir arms as soon as t heir safety had 
been assun'd by the arrival of the 2n<I Australian 
L. H. Jlrigade (Brig.-( liaieral Jiyrit^) at Kas- 
tal, as the I’urks were in gn^at pcu’il from 
the Jft'djaz Arabs and the fellahin of tlio 
\listrict. 

'riie advanet^ on Damascus was pun‘ly a 
cavalry affair. Sir Henry Cha\iv(d ha<l for tliis 
operati«)n the 4th and 5th Cav^alry Divisions 
and the Australian IMounttMl Division, and lie 
receivt'd t-lie hel|) of the Kmii KaisaTs Arab 
Army. The advariet* wa.s in t wo columns ; 
one colninii, the 4th (’jwalry Division, crossed 
Jordan at various plac-c's soutli of tlu* Sea. of 
Galilee' an<l niar<'he<l through Hie land of Gileatl 
on a route paralli‘1 to t he Variuuk river ti> join 
tln^ Aiabs, who wen' advaiu iiig from Der’aa. 
Jt starte<l fr<jm Heisaii for J)amas<*us a 
120-miIes march on th<‘ afternoon of Sej)teii»- 
Iv'r 20, and two <lays lati'r joined liands with 
the Arabs near Kr Ht'intt', west of Dt'r’aa. It 
had ha<l a. trying marcdi and twice had luul to 
meet considerable opposition, tirst at Irbid and 
again at Kr Htante. 

Ghauvel's sc'eiaid column, the 5tli (^lvalry 
Division and the Australian Mounted Division, 
was <lirectt‘d to go along tht' west sidt* of the 
Sea of Galilee, cihiss the Jordan at Jisr Btaiat 
Yakub (tlie Bridg*' of the Daughters ot Ja<‘ob) 
and ailvance then ilina-t on Damascus by the 
ancient caravan route* the route which from 
the earlit'st dawn of liistory liad foimed the 
highway from aiul to Kgypt. Semakh, where 


tho railway to Damascus touches the south 
end of the Sea of Galilee, had been eaptured on 
SepUanber 24 by the 4th Australian Light 
Horse Brigade (Brig. -General Grant), after a 
fierce hand-to-hand fight. The enemy, includ- 
ing a lirge proportion of Germans, had built 
a “ laager ” of engines and other rolling stock 
defended by m.'ichine-guns, and made a stout 
resistance. It was only ended by a determined 
<‘I large, in the course of which many German.^ 
w<‘ro driven into the Sea of Galikje and there 
lanced or drowned. Th(5 4th A. L.H. took 
350 prisoners, d’iberia.s — the city built by 
Herod Antipas aii<l named in honour of his 
patron, and whfise l^ilace. of the Princes of. 
the Galilee is still in part habitable — was 
occupietl the next day, and it is hardly to be 
(^xpech'd that the troojiers escaped the visitation 
of thii fleas, whoso king, say tlu' Arabs, holds 
his ef)urt h<*rt* ! At Tiberias tho Australian 
Division (xmeentrated on Hu* 2()th. On th.e 
.same day the 5th Cavalry Division, which h.nl 
ha<l thr(*(^ days of rest aial sea bathing at 
Acre and Haifa, was marching to join tlieiu via 
Nazari'l h. 

On Sept(*mher 27 the two divisions started 
from Tiberias, having to eover 90 miles to 
rt'aeh Damascus. Tla* Au.stralian trooj>.s led, 
and on reaching Jisr Beiiat Yakub found the 
passage* of Hh* Jordan disjmteel. The bridge 
{jtsr) hen* consists of four stone ar«*hes, and tho 
Turks, who kia*w the strategic import anee oi 
the c*rossing the eonne<*ting link with Syria 
by the routi*. from Egypt -had blown up *the 
<*eiitrt* arch. Tliey had also sent down fmm 
Damascus in motor lorries a mixed Tiirco- 
fterman-Circassian h)ree of al>out 1,000 men, 
fog(*tlr r with field and nuu*hiue-guns. Th<^ 
enemy' W(*re posted on the steejj eastern bank 
of the river, and they' t)peued a hot tire as the 
Australian honsemen rode np. A crossing by 
till' bridge was impossible, but the Australiau.s 
were not baulked. The 5th A.L.H. Brigade 
swam the river a mile south of the bridge, 
worked round the eiu'iiiy’s hank and attacked 
ht'fort^ the n*arguard eoiiJd get away in thi'ir 
lorries. Fifty Germans, 200 Turks, three field 
and some maehine-gims wert* eaptured. 

After this episode the whole eolumii moved 
forward, climbing up on to the ])lateau on the 
way to Kl Kimeitra, tla^ centre of the Circassian 
.‘^etth'inents jilanted in Syria some time ago by 
tho Ottomans in an endeavour to keep the 
Dr sort Arabs in check. The Circa.ssiaii villagers 
freely sniped the colninii as it pa.ssed, and at 
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El Knneitra opposition was encoimU'nd, 

and qviickly ovorcoino. From that j^lace the 
march was continued. Tt was a ^rcat test of 
endurance. The elevation of the region —well 
over 3,000 feet — made the nights cool, and the 
troopers were in their sumuu'r clothing. As 
far as ^Dossible both men aiitl horses lived on 
the c<mntry, but mueli of tlie limd they were 
now traversing was ilesolate and roelv-sln'wn. 
Eater they came into mahilating pastun' land, 
intersected by many of the streams coming 
down from Mount ITermon, w1k>s(' doine-sliapiul 
summit, over 9,000 feet liigh, towiavd on the 
left of the column 'the marches were 


kept fit and well The supply service workcil 
excelletitly, tlie men’s rations never failing. 

On September 29 tin- column met enemy 
n^argnards at Sasa. wlu'n* a bridge crosses a 
* stream which is tlioiight Uy somt' authorities 
to be tht* upper e«>iirs(‘ of the IMiarpar, one of 
“the rivers of 1 )a.ma.seus of Na.ama.ii tiie 
Syrian. The 'rnrkisli reargnanis were driviMi 
back after a brisk littli* tight, and by lt> o'chx'k 
on t lu‘ morni ig of Si'plember 30 the Australians 
ha<l ri'aehtHl Ka-ta-na, w liicii is on the Roman 
roa«l from t’avsanvi IMiilippi to I )a.masCus, a 
rotvl running somi' mih's north ot a.fi<l para.lh'l 
to th<' more aneieni roa.o. The An-il r.itia.ns 



TIBERIAS ; THE BAZAAR. 


sarily long, the objoct boing to r<*ufli Damtisous 
bf'foro th<> Turk.- tliore. witli -siicb rcinniwits of 
tlie arniios from I’alostino a.- Jiad oscaiwd, 
should have the chane.. of pnJIiug tlioms.-lvos 
together. Oue squadron of the- tllouec'stershire 
Yeomanry wore in the .smldlo for 33 hours out of 
3», and the roeord of other .stnia<lrons was 
ofjually striking. Many horses were woin out, 
but, as one ollicer wrote, “ we have to e.irry 
on till they fall.” Many, indeed, had to !>.• 
left hehiml to die, though the wastage was by 
no means excessive. But the men, both of 
the 3th Cavalry and the Australian Division, 


l.a<l <liverg...l with the ehjeet of .-losing the 
exits from Damas<ns on tlie north-west, while 
the 3tli Cavidry Divisien kept. t<» the. earavan 
route in onier'tu vlos<- on the eity from the 
south. This the 3th Divi.sion sueeessfnlly 
ae<-<.mplishe<l. They entered th<^ verihiut oasis 
in whieli Damaseus lies, a large plain with 
many streams an<l ganlens and groves, and 
eneamiK-d for the night. The Australians, 
however, had found a fairly strong force posted 
It Katana to oppose their progn-.ss, and for the 
moment they were ehe.-ked. Turks ami Ger- 
mans in Danmscu.s were (piarrelling ami 



\i}]jiciul />hct(/!irapfi. 
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DIM* aiiot Ih' 1 \ l>u( tin* mniii anxi(‘<y of 
hotfi hoilios vvns (n m‘t away, and rotrcat was 
only possible by ilic roa.<ls oil wliirh t lu* Austra- 
lians wi'i'c advancing- Hut iflcr somo two 
lioiirs' tijjjlitinK Hir 'I'uiks at Katana, wen* 
bc*at»-ii ; the Australians <*ontinued (b<*ir ina.rrh 
aial by t bo o\-eniiio bad bloeke<l the i*oa<|s 
loading from Daniasi'us towanls Aloppo and 
t bt* <*oast . 

'riu* 4t b < \i\ a I r\‘ f )j \'isjon and I In* *\ra.b Army, 
wbii’b bad bei'n marobin^ din'ctly north sinoi* 
tlu'ir junotion near I)<*r'a.a on Septi'inber 2.S, 
also n'a<‘bi‘<l t bo outskirts of Damasens on t bo 
twoniiiL' of t b«' ^{<)t b. Tbo ItbUav.ilry Division 
bail followed the traok of the disniantiiMl 
Kn-neb railway from Damasens, “ a w(*iiry, 
tk'solate roail," witli the Arab (’arnel Corps aial 
others who rotle sturdy ponies, on itsrit>:bt flank, 
still pressing on t bi’* heels ” of what remaiiu*d 
of tlu* IVtb Turkish Arm^'. “ Jii this way a 
eobimn i>f 'Turks some I ,r>Ot> stronp: w as driviai at. 
noon on vSeptc‘inber .‘10 into the arms of the 
14tb Cavalry Hriu;ade at Sabna^a." 'J'o the 
Turkish stra^.trk*rs who fell into their bands the 
Arabs showeil no mt*n'v. 

No attempt to resist tlu* British and Arab 
forces was nuule at l^amaseus itself. The <‘ntry 
of the Desert Mounted Column w'as made at 


0 a.m. on 0(‘tob(*r I, and at a-.m. a detaeb- 

inentoftbe lOtb A ust raliau L.lf. Brigade* ( Hri^>. - 
<k*n<Mal W ilson) nude'i* Major Olden readied 
tb(* Si‘ra.il, being the* first Al!i(*d troops to enti*r 
Daniaseus. 'The* Sberitian (/amil Cordis was 
only about half an hour bi*liind tliein.* 'This, 
t bt* iimst a-neient eity in t bt* w t^rld st ill iidiabited, 
tlitl luit makt* a. v'ery fa.vt»ura.blt* impression on 

1 bt* British troops “a dirty, dull town, and 
t*vil-snu*lling” was tbt^ general verdict — iiiitl by 
the fiiiH* their “triumphal mar(‘li was ovt*r 
(it c*ov'er(*d some 20 miles, start to finish) they 
w'ere glad tt> get- back to (lie olive anil paJm 
gnives in which they encamjied. But even 
w hile tlu> ceremonial oeiaipation of Damascus 
was taking place the 3rd Australian J^.H. 
Brigaik* had been sent to try to overtixko 
those enemy forc?es wiiieh had left the city 
before the cortlon closed and some troops wliich 
h id avoided it by a detour to the east. The 
Australians succeeded, on Oetobi^r 2, in over- 
taking an iniemy column 17 miles north-east 
of Damascus. They attacked, captured 1,500 
prisoners and three guns, and dispersed the rest 
of the column. 

General Allenby’s bold policy held succeeded 

♦ See? further for the entry into Damascus Yol. XVTII* 
Chapter CCLXVIll. 
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completely, and of tho 104,000 enemy troops in 
Palestine and Southern Syria on September 18 
over 80,000 — including 3,000 Cermans or 
Austrians — were prisoners of tlio Jlritish or 
Arabs by October 2. Tln^ remnant which had 
escaped numbered no more than 17,000, “ of 
whom only 4,000 were (‘fft'ctive rifles.” As 
Oeneral Allenb^^ said, this body of 17,000 men 
“ fled northwards a mass of individuals, 
without organ. zation, without. tr*msport, aiul 
without any of the aeei*ssot'ies r<*quired to 
enable it to act ev^en on tlie defensive.'’ 

The Kgyptian Expeditionary Force now 
entered on the last phase of its strenuous 
campaigning, whiidi had alnmdy lasted over 
four years and had seen an adv'ance from the 
Suez Canal tt) Damascus, (.h^ncral Allenby 
took full advantage of the <lestruction of the 
'.rurkish hosts, and his subsetpient operations 
t'xpelled tlie Ottomans from tiie rcvst of Syria. 
Throughout the war the Syrians — of whom the 
large majority are of Semitic race and of Arabic 
s[)eech and culture — had sulhavd great persecu- 
lions, notably at. the hands of the notorious 
Vali, Djemal Pasha. He had spar<'d neith(‘r 
Moslem nor Christian, nor »Jt‘W nor Drust*. 
Many notables had been hanged, thoustinds ha.<l 
sufkavil imprisonin<*nt or i.*onliscM.t ion of goods. 


or both, aTul, as a result of the delibf*rate with- 
holding of foo<l, famine and disease had had 
full play. In tho Beyrut and J.-ebanon districts 
only over 200,000 people had perished of 
starv’atioii Savt' for soim* c)f t Ik' alitai planta- 
tions, such as t host' of tlie Kurds and 
(dreassiaiis, t lit' Turk h;ul not a Irit'ud in 
Syria. The Syrians t lieiust'l vi‘s, inspirt'd by 
lilt' newly rt'alizt'd Arab stilidan t \'. dt'siit'tl 
frt't'dom, and t ht*y Itmkt'd to Brd lin and Fiane*' 
for iit'lp. Both leitions, as fa** as Ottoni.ui 
rult' pt'rmittt'd, had dont' much to de\el(»p i hc' 
matt'rial rt'souret's of the country' and tt> spit 'hI 
<‘ducation. The Krc'iich, mt»n‘over, e\’er siia-t' 
in 1800 tiu'y had i (it<'r\'t'n<‘d in th<- D'lianop to 
put. a si op to 'rurkisli at rocitii's, h»L<l main taint'd 
political claims in the D^vant, and an Anglti- 
French agrt^enu'iit , math' in lOlti, luitl rt'cognizt'd 
tht* spt'cia.l pt>siti(»n tif Franct'. Tht* etaintry 
where so many intt'rt'sts were invtdvt'tl was ntiw 
tti be frt'etl from tint* of t hem t hat tif t lit' l^irks. 

Syria is a lantl of high mountain rangi's anil 
narrow vallt'ys. 'Thest* run in lines paralltd to 
tlie etiast, which has ft*w gtiod harbours, t ht^ 
rdiief bi'ing Bt'yi utdn t ht* st>ut h anti Alt‘xantlrt*t t a 
in tilt' north. Tht' etantpiest of tht* country, if 
held })y a. resolutt* fot*, would Juivt* invailvt'tl 
much harti lighting. But the 'Tui’lvs had no 
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BRITISH MOTOR LORRIES BRINGING FOOD FOR TURKISH PRISONERS IN DAMASCUS, 
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ros<jIiition arK^ Allenby’a army had more 

niare.h’fiLr tluin b<’fc)rc^ it. The oc*c*upa- 

tion ot* Syria was carried out. by two distiuet 
forces, ^riie |Jes(‘rt Mounted Corps inarched 
nort fi from I >aiiiaseii.s, followinj^ tlie line of the 
railway to Aleppo, while another e<»lninii, 
chi»‘fly infantry, marcluMl north along the coast 
from Haifa. 

Kor tlie c!o;ist operations tlit^ 7tli (Meerut) 
J)ivisi(jn, which harl b<*eii already brought to 
Haifa, was onh'red to inar<*h on Htw'iut, an<l 
latt*r thc^ adv'^aiK'c, in conjunction with rithca* 
troops of tht* XXfst- Corps, was ciMitinu»‘d to 
Tripoli 

Leaving Haifa on Octoixa* .‘L th<* Meta-ut 
J.>i vision marcdied jiast Ac*re >ilong tlu‘ I'Jae- 
ni('ian plain and (*rossed “t[i(‘ Ladder of 
Tyre,” great steps cut- in tlie rock when' a spur 
of tlx' Lebnrmn runs s(‘awards. In threci days 
Indian J*ioiie(*rs turned the “ Laddia* ’ into a 
road fit for ^^'heel<•<l t rullic. 'ria* af)|M*aranc(* 
of guns and lorries coming from the soutli 
ama./.ed ( h<‘ inhabit ant s, who W(M*(^ accustonu'd 
to regard tli(‘ “ J^ailder* ” as an iinpassabh' 
barrier in that <lirection to all save (lu* 
\'(*ry lightest of wlicch d vehicles. '^Phe di\'i- 
sion, which was followed up liy ^^'omariry, 
in(‘t. with no opposition, an<l at. ''fyn*, “ whost‘ 
merchaiits wen' princes, wliosi* tralhckers wcu'c' 
till* honourable o*‘ t h(' ea,rth,'’ and at Sidon t hev 


wore most heartily greeted. The glory has 
indeoil departed both from Tyie and Sidon, but 
Tyre lias still some r>,n00 inhabitants and 
Sidon, which shows some remains of its former 
greatness, about thriec' that number. When 
the Britisii approatdic'd Saida, as Sidon is how 
4*alled, “ the people rushed to tear down palm 
leav'cs, built triumphal areJies, decorated the 
houses, and hung out carpets.” The infantry 
<*oul<i not pas.s through the narrow .streets 
until the people wf^re induced to betake them- 
selv'es to tin' balconies and roofs of their houses, 
whf'n' tiu'y stayi'd all day, cheering deliriously 
and tirelessly. ' This may be regarded as a 
sampli^ of the way in which the dwellers in 
th<‘ ports welcomed the troops — when Sir 
Kdward Biilfin a little later entered iieyrut 
“the people threw flowers and sprayed per- 
fuiufvs in front of his c‘ar.” 

After a truly remarkable march the Meerut 
Division rf'af'lmd Ih'yrut on October S. Ismail 
Ilakki Hey, tlu' governor, had on the fall of 
Damascus ri'ciuved ordi'rs to retire, and had 
handl'd ovc'r the gov’ernment to flu* munici- 
pality, to whom also tiu* d^irkish troops who 
were It'ff in the place surrenderi'd. ddiese 
troops, some tih olhccrs and (UlO ]n(*n, weri' 
at on<x' Jiandt'd ov’er to tlic Mei'rut Division, 
ddii' infantry had bt'Cii jireceded at Hoyrut 
by some armoured cars aurl by shi])s of th<‘ 
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bVonnli Nav^al Division of Syria, un<l<'r Adinirail 
Varrioy. l']arly in < ho morning of tlio 7t h 
-bVonch .shij)s, t lior wit h Dntisti ch^st royta's, 
liad taitorod tho harbour and laudi'd a dotach- 
imait of iiiarinos. 

Kroin Deyrut the taivailry of t Jic; XX 1st (%)rj)s 
was sent forward, togetJa'r witti batt(*nes of 
annoured cars. 'J'Jic ^Meerut Division had 
cametl a ])ricf rest. 

Thn iiuirrh frtmi liaita was a <l Hf*)u<*v«‘nH‘nt 

;[saul Mr. \V. 'J\ Mussny, writing; from B<*yriit on 
October 9]. The Division tjf Seottisli an<t Kii^lish and 
Indian tror>ps wliieU wjts first in l?a^h»lad [/.r., t h«» 
M^oriit DivHsinnl was tho first infantry in Jh*yriit. 
'rjio J-iertfor<l ami ]^an<*asliire Y<*omanry era<*red tli » 
town yesterday, and Frriieh warsliijis wrre in th«» port. 

In s*‘ven days the infantry marched the 10(1 inili*.s 
from Haifa, making roatls half tlie way, joining the 
irieialled highway north r»f ''J\yn». Only those whf) 
hav'O been with the infant ry can appre<-iatt* t lie )nai'niliid<> 
of their p<*rfonnam*e. The di hi’ s last, day’s march 
was lit) miles. Their condition was womlerfiil. 

Bulfiii’.s cavalry (tJn^ Lancashire and Hert- 
fordshire Yeomanry) and armoured cars enter<‘<l 
Tripoli, ov^cr 40 miles north of JJeyrut. on 
October 13.* Tiit^y found some of Admiral 

J^ater, on thci 18th, tlu* followinj^ tr<a>ps of the 
Mi'ernl Division ai riv^crl : Umier W'eir : — 

tho Senfortlis (10th 13rij^a<le) with the 2Hth ami 02nd 
Punjabis and the 1 2ot h Najiier’s Kiflc". Uncler Brii:.- 
■Gen. Davies: — th<* heicesters (28fli Briga<le), with 
the 51st and 5!lnl Sikhs ami the 5f>t h Punjabi Hifk*'. 
The Staiforth lli^^hlander.s inurclu*cl in laaided by tlii*ir 
pijiers, whose mu'-ie ami appearance stirred tlu* Tripoli- 
•tariK to f^reat enthusiasm. 


[O/fii ml /'/lotofiraph. 

JN THK LAUDHR OF TYRE.” 

X'arney’s ships in the harbour. A notfi in the 
Jourmt/ i/e.y l),>->tUs^ on th(» Fn*neh navtil eo- 
opt'ration with Alh'iil)y's fore(\ said : 

On Oetoher 12 the division arrived olt Jtil Minn j’oii tlie 
promontory whieh forms Tripoli harhonr] iind landed 
Marim's there. 'Tho same day oiir ship'^ reaehed ’Pripoli. 
The chief of the atlmirurs si all and Governor tif Itainl 
Island landed with tlelaehmenls of sailors. Aeeoni- 
paiiied hy aiTowd nitmberin^ s<‘veral I hoiisands, la* visiteil 
the pnblie ofliees, the railway station and the port. 
On tin? l.‘5th onr ileslroyers ami small boats or)j;aiii'/.ed 
a sea-police serviee and took [»art in the operations 
Iwlwecm 'J’ripoli and batakia Isoim* 7.5 mihvs farther 
north], wliin-e Marines wi-re disembarked. 

Tripoli (Ttinihulus, tin* tineiimt Tripolis, 
so-i*aIled hmniiist^ it was the seat of the h‘deral 
eounc;il of Sidoii, Tyro, and Artidus) v\as 
of spcM^inl use to (leiieral Allenhy, as t-ln*r4^ 
is a ^ood motor rond cronneetin^ it with Homs,* 
a town roughly half-way hetAVeeii Damtiseus 
and Alepj)o, w hic-h was oc.inipii'd hy tln^ Desert 
iMount-<Mj (n>r])S on Octob<‘r la. 

Sir Ihnry Chauv'el for his ad\^aric-»? from 
Damaseus had not. the servi<M\s of the whole, of 
his frorps. Th(* greater number of his trrjops, 
who hji.d hc*en in tin; K\ Afule-lhdsan area a fort- 
night before, wer.-^ now suffering from malaria ; 
then* werti also many i-ase.s <jf intluen/.a eon- 
tract(*d in Damaseus. The* Atistraliaii Mounted 
Division r(*mained behind in the neighlxjurhood 

* 'The railway from Ifoiii'' to 'rnpoh, only coni|>J«*lcd 
in loll, was taken up by I he 'I’urks tliinn;^ t he %var. 
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of that city- The rent of the corps had started 
out on Octobf»r o, the itniricdiate objectives 
‘bf*ing Kayak aiid /able, botli in the valley 
between the Anti-J^i}>anus and the LcV)anan 
rMr»jJct*.s. '^rraversintr the pass through the Anti- 
hibanus h>Iluwed }yy the railway, the eavalry 
oecMipicd without opposition lioth placets on 



ISMAIL HAKKI BEY. 

Turkish (Governor of Beyrut. 

October <». Kayak is the town where the 

standard gauge railway from Aleppo joins tin* 
metre gauge railways which ic*ad west and east, 
to Keyrut and Damascus nvspt'et i v(*ly, and 
Zahl(» is a stat ion on the line to Keyrut w«*st- of 
K.iyak. Tin* last Turkish train north for 

Aleppo, containing the garrison of the pla.ee and 
iilso (h'rmaii tniops who had abandoned 

Kc'yrnt/, had left Kayak befi>re the <*av'iilry 
arrived. Kesid<\s btung an important railway 
junction. Kayak was also an enemy M<'rodronu' 
Imse. It had Ix'en Inaivily bombed by Ih'itish 
airmen on the oth, and wlu*n the horsi*meu 
arrived on the hth they found the remains of 
.*10 aeroplaiu's which the (h*rmai»s, not daring 
to try to savi\ had burned. INInch rolling 
sU)ck mostly tlainaged — and large quant itii's 
of stores wei\' also found tlu'iv. A day or two 
later tlu* Transport. Department had a motor 
service running from Keyrut to I )amascus The 
railway covild be worki'il only [>art of the way, 
as a big bridge high up on the J^iebanon had 
bt'en destroyed by the enemy. For the first 
time AIK'iiby hac^l a sea ba^e worthy of the 
name nearer than Port Said. 


Having (with the help of the Meerut Di\nsion)- 
opened up communication between Damas||iH 
and the sea, the Desert Mounted Column waa 
ortJered on October 0 to turn north for Homs. 
Tfiat same day armoured cars had gone ahead 
and had occupied Kaalbek — where the Venus- 
Astarto cult in the temple of Jupiter-Baal 
caused no small scandal to the Christian Church 
16 centuries ago. To-day Kaalbek, owing to the 
building of the railway, is known to tourists as 
well as travellers, who come to see the vast 
rums on the Ac-ropolis, ruins cleared from large 
accumulations of debris t hrough the agency of 
German arehieologists. Ht^ro the armoured 
cars go.thered in 500 Turks who had surrendered 
to the inhabitants. On the 1 1th the 5tli Cavalry 
Division, which led the advance, also reached 
Baalbek The official reception of the General 
had taken place the flay before "the country 
w-as aln'ady perfectly snfo even for civilian 



TEMPLE RUINS. BAALBEK, 
travellers. ]Mr. Massey, the correspondent of 
the Loruloii jjress, wlio liacl come up to Baalbek 
from Beyrut, W'n>te : “ Over nearly 40 miles of 
moimtain road whic‘h I traversed not a British 
soldif'r was to be seen, y(*t an Bnglisluuon was 
as .«afe as in Pieca<lilly,” notwithstanding that 
ever\^ man in the Lebanon was fully armed — if 
only to be able to meet the Turkish tax-gatherer. 

The Gfiieral [ticlds Mr. Massey] was received by the 
Mayor of Haalbek with mindi heartiness, and an impro* 
viseil band of half a dozen old instruments played 
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** God Save the King.” A party of young girls sang an 
ode of welcome in Knglish. (It should bo remembered 
that large numbers of the toiiriMts who go to }3aalb<^k 
are British and that many of the inhabitants have livc^d 
in America.) The arrival of a fine body of horsemen has 
completed the peoido’s feeling of .security . 

The 4th Cavalry Division now ca,me up and 
was stationed at Baalbek. Mueli reduced in 
jstrongth by sickness, it needed a period of rest. 
Meantime the 5th Cavalry Division went for- 
ward again, and, crossing a watershed, entered 


the road, but it could hardly arrive in time. 
For hours were precious. The Ottoman Govern- 
ment hatl at last realized its Iiolplessness, and 
was already asking the Allies for terms. It 
was, however, highly desirable that Aleppo 
should bo wresttnl from the I'urks before 
hostilities eeasod. '^□lo Kinir Faisal had 
declared Aleppo an Arab (‘ily to bo redeemed, 
anti a mobile Arab foree was evtui now on its 
way to Aleppo. As tlie Ith Cavalry Division 



STRKET SCENE IN JUNIE ; SIX 
tht^ Valley of tin* Oroutes. Bitliiig up that 
valley, it rt'ueluMl Htans (th<^ aiieiuiit Kmt'sn,) 
on October 15 — ov'^t^r 80 iiiih^s from Kayak. 
The 'Turks, who had been boinbt'd by the 
Australian Flying (Jorj)s, hatl })eeci goiu^ three 
tlay.s, liaving burnt tlie railway station )>eforo 
leav’iiig for Aleppo^ Boms coniinaiids th(‘. 
great north road from Kgypt, B.-il(‘.st ine and 
Damascus, and from remot<‘ antitpiily, when 
Kaiiiescs II. fought tlie battle of Kadesfj, 
invading an ! lies frtnu thc^ south hatl lx?eii 
opposed on its [>1ain. Tilt? latest invaders founti, 
however, none to bar their way. 

With Tripoli in hi.s hanfls, anti thus a short 
route for supplies available. General Allenby 
determined to go on to Aleppo at once. I'he 
difficulty was to fintl the men to send forward. 
The Australian Mounted Division was 100 miles 
away, by Daiiiascns. It was ordered to take 


[Otficial f^hotof^raph. 

MILES NORTH OF BEYRU T. 

was making a etunpul.'-ory halt at Baalbek, tin-! 
only British loret? imiiuMlial e]y availalilt* was 
the 51 h Cavalry Division, together with tht» 
AriiHiured Car Batteries. Sir K. Alkaiby 
jutlgiMl that the dixision \\<juld he strong 
enough for the piirpr>.se. Of the 20.000 'Turkish 
and (k‘rman soldi(‘rs tlaai (October 15) b(‘lieved 
to })e ill Alep|)o not^ mon? than 8,000 wei<* erun- 
batants, “ an<l t !i<\v were dcanoraii/.ed.” \n 
**iiemy eavalry didacJinaait had been b><*ated }>y 
the airmen a.t Kr Kestan, 1 1 mikis north of 
Tlonis, hut they were gone whc?n tJa; armoured 
ears [mshc^d forward. 'The cars went on, meeting 
no opposition, and on OetobcT 20 erit(‘rf*d Hama, 
once a royal city of the Jlitt ites aial the Jlainat h 
of the Old Tt‘st ament. It is built on the hanks 
of the OronUis, lu?re spaimeil by four bridge.s. 
A considerable city, and a great mart for the 
Syi'ian Hednin, it had been bombed by 
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Austral ian airrnf^n and the enemy fled incori- 
tin«;ntly. 

day, October 21, the 5th Cav'alry 
Division started out from Homs. armoiin^d 

<‘nrs (lid not await tlio arrival of thii cavalry, 
’’riicy and tla* (M)lumn of lh(‘ Arafi Army on tlaa'i* 
ri^jjht made straight for Al(*pp(j. On tin* 22nd 
th(^ ears ov(*rtook an (aiemy rearguard at the 
village of Khan Sebil. TIk^ Turks w(‘re just 
moving oiT in motor lorries wh(‘n ilio lirit»sh ears 
daslH'd up, and aftf?r a Jong st(‘rn-ehas<^ eapt ured 
a 0(‘rman armourcid ear, a lorry and somc^ 
prisoners. After this little scrap th(^ cars on 
October 23 caigaged enemy <*a.va.Iry nc'ar Klian 
Tuman, only 10 mikjs soiitli of Alejipci. Tlu^st* 
wertj HcatU^red and Aleppo sumuHjned to sur- 


render at 10 o’clock. The Turks refused to 
c'omply with the summons and the ears with- 
drew, only t<j reoccupy Khan Tumaii on Octo- 
b^'r 24, and again engage cavalry in the direction 
of Ale^opo and Turmaniii 4’hese were distx>rsod 
and the cars pressed on. Dut when five miles 
from th(-Mr goal the cars \\ ere cli(‘cked by strong 
Turkish rearguards, and they halted to await 
reinforcem(‘nts. Tiiese did not arrive till the 
afteriKJon of the next day, October 25, when 
the ears were j(jined nea.r 'rurmanin by the 15th 
(Imperial ServifM^) Chivalry Hrigade. 

Tliat night Aleppo fell. By the evening a 
(kdaehment of the Arab Army had reached the 
eastern outskirts of tho city, aii.l during the 
night the Arabs forced their way into th(* central 











r:>v: 



(juart(‘rs, slaughtering many Turks and Oer- 
mans. 'Those of the enemy who ecjukl t.'seape 
fled north and nortli-wc‘st and wf^n* joined by 
the troo[)s who had held up the armoured ears. 
'Th(' 5t Ji (-availry Division on entta'ing Ak'ppo in 
t-lu^ morning found only'^ 50 Tn?*ks li*ft to eaptiin.*, 
but tlu‘y also siaainsl 18 guns. 

M(‘an(im(‘ the Armoured Car Battc'ries and 
tiic^ loth t’avalry Drfgade had not entered ila^ 
city, hut (‘arly in the morning (Octobt^r 20) 
follow ( mI up tlu? enemy, gaiiniug toueh with him 
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s-out li-t*ast of Ihiritatu on Dio Aic'ppo- Kalina 
road. '^Phon followt'd Hit* Jiist in Alh'iiby's 

carnjiafgn 

'I’Ih' Tiirkisli jvarpuiird nt som<* 2,50(1 

infantry, 150 caxiilry, uiul >j;nns. 'riu> Mysnro 

IjJincors ami two stpiiujruns of tin* ,)o<lh]air l^ancors 
atfac’kt'd Iho o)U‘iny’>^ loft, fovon'd 1)> tho firo of tho 
arinoiirt'd cars, the Alaciiinc (Inn Stjiiadroii ami tw«j 
<ri.sinonntofl ‘.qiiadrons of the dodltpur Lancers. Tho 
Mysore and Joiihpiir Lancers chur^'ed most pillantly. 
A iinriibor of Turks were sjj<‘ared. and many' threw <lowri 
their arms, only to pick them up a^aiii when Llie cavalry 
had passed through ami their weakness )iad become 
apparent. The squadrons were rn»t strong enough (t> 
colnplcto the victory, and were withdrawn fill a larptT 
force could b<i assembletl. That ni^ht (lie Turkish 
rearguard withdrew tn a position near l)<*ir <*l ,f<<ineL 
20 inih's norlh-wesl of Aleppo. 

loss of Aleppo was a great blow to 
Turks. Though tho eity has long <*etised to 
bo, as it had been for many eenturies, t ho contro 
for trade between India and Kiirope, it is still 
tho emporiuiu of north<au Syria and, as Mr. 
L). CJ. Hogarth has pointed out, th<; Ottomans 
had regarded it “ as one of the strongholds <d' 
their dominion and faith and a futiir<» eapital 
of their empire shotild they lu^ foree<i (entirely! 
into Asia.” Ten <^r 11 miles north of the 
eity, at Muslirnie, is tho junction of tho Baghdad 
railway with the! Syrian lines, and, via .Miisliinie, 
railway connexion had during the war Ix'eii 
established btdween Aleppo and its seaport 
Alexandre! ta. Aleppo, with a population aj)- 


proaeliing l^hdKX), wa,s t la ‘re fore a gi*eal pri/A^ 
for the victors, ddie rA\\ (’{walry l)i\'isi«»n lost 
no time in seizing Mnslimie .liinidion a-nd thus 
cutting off the (‘arliest means the ’^Pnrks had 
of CM anmiiiiic'at ion \^’ith Mc'sopotamia. M was 
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awaitinj? the reinforcement of the Australian 
Mounter 1 Division to advance on Alexandretta 
when th(‘ armistice concluded between thc^ 
Allies and Turkey came into force aral put an 
end to hostilities. As it was the reerird of this 
fh'\ isiori WHS reinarkabki. It coverc*d 500 miles 
bet werri September 20 and October 2<k ctiptured 



lO//ii iul pJiotof^rapft. 

ARMOURED CAR IN ALEPPO RAILWAY 
STATION. 

Il,0(t0 piisoiHMs and 52 ^rnns. and lost only 21 
per cent . of its horses. 

(’laiisi* X\’l. of t h(‘ Armistice provided 
for '"tlie surnaider of all iTuikishl garrisons 
in the lledjaz. Asir, the ^^‘men. Syria, and 
Mesopntainia to the nean'st Allied eoiii- 
maialer,” a.n»l under that <*!ause Alexan- 
dretta was o(*eiipie<l by Hritish an<l Kreiieh 
troofison N»»\'enibei‘ I O. Destroyers helon^inij: 
to the Kreneh Naval Division under Admiral 
\"arne\- had appeared off Alexandretta- on 
October II and had tired on the Konak, 
W'henaipon tin* I'urkish Haj^ was lowei*ed. 
( ’rowds of t ownspt'ople ^atheiHsl on the 
((ua\’s a.Tid w*a.ved a. wel<*»nne to the l^^rench 
sailor^.. Hut as the po/n'/taHr/.s for the armis- 
ti(‘e hat I alrt^idy lu'^un Aihniral N arney w as 
ordt*red not to taki' Alexaiahu*! ta by t\>rc*e. 
While' await in^a its snrrt'nder Kreaich ships 
tTuist'd before* the* pe^rt anel pre^ce*e'ele*il te> <*lear 
the* (Julf e>f Ale*xaiulre't ta e»f cneany mines. 

Seime* little' elt'lav CH*e*urie*el in the* eice-upat ie>ii 
of the re'st e>f Syi'ia, but it was coinpIe*te'el by the* 
mielelle' e>f Dt'e*e‘mbe'r. At AlltieK'h, “ wlu'ie* 
the' elise*i]>le's \v(*re* calle'el (Mii’istians first," 
mutiny and pillap' by ene'iny seelelicry had te) be' 
suppi‘e'sse*d. It was iieit till 1 )eHa'mbe'r H> that 
ik'iie'ral Alle'uby made* his feirmal e*ntry inte> 
Aleppo, w he'll as was fitting, the 5th C’avalry 


Division lined the atreet/S. After receiving the 
heads of the religious and civil communities, 
Oent'ral Allenby addressed a groat crowd which 
had gathered in the Sorail Square. His promise 
of security and personal freed (3m for all was 
6'n t husiast ical I y acclai mod. 

The^re is no need to dwell upon the brilliance 
of OeiK'ial Allenby’a campaign nor the gallantry 
and determination of all ranks and all arms, 
“ With such men,'’ Sir K. Allenby declared, 
“ any general could w in victories." Hut men- 
tion should l)c made of the Koyal Artillery and 
th(* Koyal Engineers, whose fine work was of 
tin* utmost value. ( ieneral Alleiiby's tribute to 
tJi(* Adminisi rativM* and Me<lical Si*rvic(‘s, which 
ovcrcami* all dinicultics, was fully <Iesorvod. 
In , )jirt i(*uliir, "the Signal Service, strained to 
its utmost, maintain<*d uniiit(‘rru])ted com- 
munication with units of tln' army as far east 
as .\mman .‘md as far' north as Alet)po." 

'I'Ik* task of th(* l^olitical I )i*pa.rtni('nt, which 
was und('r Hriga.dier-( h‘ncral ('layton, was 
arduous arid delicate. In accordanct* with Mr. 
Halfour's declaration, full sup])o?l was giv'cn 
to the Zionist or'ganizat ioii ; at the* same time 
the h'gitimat(* inlei'ests of the MosI(*m and 
(Miristian eommunitii‘s had to lx* adjusted aial 
safeguarded. 'To deal with the vast and intri- 
cat<* work invM>lv(‘<l in adininist r'at iv’e and 
(‘conomic (juestioirs a I *r'(»v'isionaI ^Military 
.Adnrinist r-at ion under' Ma jor-( Jenei'rri Sir' Ar'thui' 
Money was cn'ated to eontiol tlu* occupied 
teii'itoi'y and <*i'i*ate order out- of chaos. Oih' 
of the most pi-essing tasks was thi* fer'ding of 
tlx* p<*c»]>le, and lai'g(* (| uant it ies of wlH*at, maize, 
millet and rice wiT'e tm[)ort(‘d fr-om Lgypt. 
l']v(*n vvh(*ii tlx* p(*ople had mon(*y want was 
felt, for tlu* ^Purks bad seized tix' crops and 
pr-at'tically no seed bad be(‘n I<*ft to the (uilti* 
vators. ('attic, fix*l and labour wei’c' also 
sea,rc*e. And whih* tlie ar-my h'd the people, 
aial met the expensr* out of its own funds, taxes 
were i*('mitt(*d ov»*r lai-gt* ai'<*as. While, too, 
tlx* ]x*opl(* had to be car(‘d for, tlx.' needs of 
eommerei* had to lx* (‘onsid(*i'ed, and one f)ha.s«‘ 
of the duty of tlx* Political Department was to 
«leal with tlx' i'e([ix‘sts for concessions, so that 
in tlx' futurt* Palestine shoidd not be shackled 
in the development of its i'«*.sources. In 
January 1011) it was found ])ossible to authorizr* 
a general resuin]ition of tradt' with Palestine 
and Syria. Xor w’ere the vv'id(*r intt'rests of 
the army neglected. In March, 1918, ap- 
p(‘ar«'d the tii-st Lssiie of The Palestine News, a 
weekly newspaper which kept the army in- 
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formed not only about its own doings hut of tlio 
nows of the worl<l. Kditod by bieut. -Colonel 
H. Pirio-Gordon, D.S.C., and generously sup- 
ported witli litf'rary eontributions by all ranks 
of the army, it was published in Knglish, 
Arabic anti Hebiew, aiul oecasionally issuetl, 
to meet the needs of the Indian siildit'rs, in 
Hindi, Urdu and Guruniukhi. S<d up," by 
Grec'ks, Arabs anil Italians, 77/e Xctrs 

was in form anti contents woi*thy of the troops 
for whose bt'iicfit it was publishtMl.* 

One ])olitical problt'in in whieh the admin- 
istration was deeply interest«‘il was the rt'lation 
of tht* l^aitentc INiweis to th<‘ir Arab Allit's. 
Phis was a matter in whieh tht* final dtM‘ision 
tlid not rest with the men t>n i\io sjmt, but tht'ir 
advice w’as sought. In 191 (i Britain, Frantu' 
and Italy hail all rt'cogni/.ed th<‘ indejaaidtaiet* 
of th<‘ Ht'tljaz, anti in 0(*toh(‘r, 1018, immt‘- 

tliately after* tht' fall of Damascus, formal 
oflicial recognition of tht* Ix'lligt'rt'iit status of 
all the Arab tiibes (not thost* of Arabia, aloiit*) 
who wtat^ aiding Alleiiby’s army was givtai. 
'This w'as follow'tMl t lu' n<‘Xt month by a joint 
Kiant'o- British tieelaration that they wt*r<‘ at- 

1 Jordon mIn<i IssikmI <‘XccI1om 1 ^tiido book-. 

I’iilo-^tino and Syria, for llio of the a.rin> , aial 

witli till* liolfi of many otlu-r oni<-<‘r-! <*ompil<Ml an olln-nd 
rt'i'oril of tin* cainpiig i. 


one in encouraging anti assisting the establish- 
ment of intligorious govt'riiments and atlniinis- 
trations in Syria anil Mi'sopotainia." * 17iat 
these Govt'rnnient-; wDiiltl neinl, for some con- 
sidt‘rablt' jieriod, the ladp of their Western 
Allit's wiis, howev'ei*, elt*arl\^ rt'cogni/.eil by the 
Arabs t-hemsel\ t*s. 

On Oetobor 2t (lOIS), on w hitdi tlay ( Jeneral 
AIIt*nby s a.tivanc(*d troops wt*ri' onl\' li\'t* mill's 
Irom Aleppo, tlenera-l Marshall renewed opera- 
tions in Mesopotamia.. They- lasti'd exactly a 
W’cek, ri'sulting in eomplote \'ictory and tin* 
surrender ol 8,000 'Turks on the morning of 
October .‘lO, thi' da.y on which the armistici^ 
was signed. 'TJiere had been little change on 
the Mesopotamia.n front since the close of the 
Mosul Kojid operations described in \'oI. X\’II, 
(Hiapter (X_-b\'I. 'The giaa'ral situation in the 
country occupied by the Britisii was satisfac- 
tory. 77ie incident at .\cjef, one of the sa.cr‘ed 
c'it-ies of the Shi’ites, where the political oOicer, 
Captain Marshall, had been munlered in 
.Mari’h, 1018, had ended in a. inoi‘a.l a.s well as a 
ma.terial N’ictory for Sir \\’illia.m Marshall, 
owing to the great tact displayed b\' Lieut. - 
(^>lonel A. 'T. Wilson, D.S.O., the Aeting t-ixal 

c/ \n\'j*inln‘r H, I ‘MS. 
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< 'oiiiinissioncr, by ( J. A. K. 

Sanib'ps, in ul‘ (he <r(>(>[)S, mid ]>y 

Ibilfour, tlic local 2 ><>ldical 

olliciT, who j^avc pnictical dciuonst rnt ion ot‘ 
(he respect of Mu' liritisli for wluit 1 li(‘ .Moslems 
held sa.<*riM i.* “ TIk* <lw<‘llcrs in Mesopotamia/' 

♦ Tko t>f tin* iiitii'dnr <»t ('iiptMiii Marshall i'^ 

l/ivi'H <ni *27^ 2Sa (»r \'nl. XN'II. In lie. depatcli 

<»t Oi'luln'i* I, I '.U S (piililehtMt (III Pciiniarv 20, IHIO), 
lIiMirral Mar^.liall an aiaMiiint ol tin* inca^iin'.'^ tak'Si 

Id nxac( n‘piiral ion, an<l I heir re>4in. 'The crime had 
been I nieeil to enemy a^cne\ , and, fostered hy<<erman 
^old. a. <‘onspiraey cent rolled by “'The ('(iminittee of 
Kidx'lliun *’ Win oi ^^ani/.ed. put down the eoti.spinn*y 

and punish ( h«' innrdi'ri'i-s without injur\ to (hi* city, 
whii'h eoidains one of the most holy slipin,*^ of (h(» 
Shi’iles, and is .surromahMi by a very hi;^h wall, was a 
<bllieuJly. Howan’cr a strict blockade was established 
and >;radually the blockade line closed in until the bie- 
tions of th<' walls and I la' lait ranee pites wen* held. 
'I’wo attempts of t hi' iiisui'irents to break out were 
.stopped. “ bh'ery eonsiilerat mn was shown to tla' holv 
Idi'inu and to tla* t he(.)loi;u‘aI .students (most of whom 
W('r«» Persian .siibjeets), and had it been nee('.s,ary to 
proiax'd to extremities all these waaild ha\e been ‘.riven 
an asylum. The loyal inhabitants, under the cuidam'i' 
of the I'tema, det i*rmiia'ti, liowever, to ml t hemscK e^. 
and tlaar saen'd cit y of t hes<* i 1 -do(-rs. and eNentually 
by April I .‘I the proscribed persons hacl been handl'd 
over and tla' blockad«> was raised. 'Tla' instigators of 
the murder and the actual murdcr<»rs were brouirht 
Ix'fore a nuhtary court . . . eleven W(*r<' . . . evciaitcil, 
.seven otlaus wiTe sentcneed to transportation, and t hr *e 
Wi'H' deported; in addilnai a number of undesirables 
w'<'n' .Sint out (»f the country. The iiriniic.ss with which 
the situation was baudlctl, th' laina’ss with which llu' 
la w - abiduic inhabit ant s were 1 reared, and tla' sci upulous 
4'ar«' w'hu'h was taken ti' avtad damaui’ to la>ly persons 
and plai'cs creali'd a most fa von r.i b!i' impression on all 
the .surrouudnnr tribes.” Subsi'nuent ly Sir William 
^Marshall visited Nijef and was rt'ceivt'd with e\ery 
lokeu of honour. 


Oil (he IVrsiilu sitit^ as wtdl as on tho Syrian 
sitlc, wens ill short, iit'vtT’ more in synipatliy 
witli the British tJian tliey wi‘re when (h‘neral 
^Marshall struck iiis last blow tit tlu‘ "Furks. 
A homiliful iiar\(‘st, udiich yicldctl 475,000 
tons of ^rain, Juul hiM'ii ^titlicrcd in under 
Jinny snpt*rintcndcncc ; trcidt' with India 
Wiis hri.sk and t radt' with Bt'i-sia rt'vivin^. in 
iiainy directions tlu' rc.sonrcc'S of 1 bt' country 
M'cre hcin;2 tlcvolopcd, itnd in tho. rcsnltjint 
jirospcrit y tin* people largt'ly sIiaiHMl. 

An jidvjinco np tin' d’i^^ris from Siimarra to 
Miistd held liithcrto bct'ii out of the tpicslion 
ht'cjinsc of tlu^ length and tenuity of tlie 
line of eommunic»iitiun. Now there wjis a 
regular rail jind stminu'r service from Basra 
to Samarrji jiiid tlu* railwjiy by the h(*ginniiig 
of October Jiad been eomjileted to Tekrit, 
55 mill's from Samarra and 1-0 mih's iiortii of 
Ihiglidad. Ill the middle of that montli tlie 
a<lvaiieeil troojis of the Mesopotfiinimi Force 
wt're ill touch witli the enemy outposts IS miles 
north of Tekrit. Farthi'r east, on the main 
liaglulad/Mosid rojid, wliieJi goes via Kirkuk, 
till* advj^iu*ed Britisli post.s Mere soinewliat 
south of Tank, over 120 miles south-east of 
.Mosul. On both river and road fronts the 
Turks were eutri'iiehed in strong positions, and 
Ismail Hakki Ihisha, tlu* eoinnuinder of the 
Turkisli Army in the ^Mosnl V ilayet, was not i\ 
man to throiv away his elianees. He laid, too, 
at his disposal .seasoned troops who fought 
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hard aii<l well. But, coniplett'Iy outinanu^uvivd, 
Ismail FTakki was compelled to s\irre!i<|t'r with 
Ills whole force. The total Turkish casualties 
were over 10,000. Tlio followiujr is (general 
MarslialTs own account of th<' Tigris operations. 
Victory, it will bo seen, was attained, as in 
earlier operations on this -front, by bold out- 
flanking movements of the cavalry : — 

Oponitioii'? oti OiMobt'r 2t witli an 

atniak on tha stron^j Turkish position iit 
whare tho 'I’i^^ris flows tliron^h fho Jabol Kainrini. 
This was carrnnl oirt Ijy tho 17th aiul tho 18th Italia ti 
Divisions w<*st and <*iist of tin- 'Tigris n-spoc-t ivfly, 
(vssistod by tlio 7th Indian (^%i.valry Hri^ado on fho 
oast bank of tlio Tijj:i*is, and tho lltli Lnilia-n (Rivalry 
Brigade on tho west hank. Th<* latter by a tnaroh of 
over 60 miles forced a crossing over tho l^»sser Zab 
in faeo of opposition, and by a fnrtln-r inan-li of aboiO 
.'>0 miles got right round the Turks and ji.stri<le their 


Brigade joinetl the I Ith Indian (Rivalry Brigade, and 
the 5i{ril Indian Infantry llrigade. moving np the east 
bank after a march of mde~. was able to snppint 
the eavalry in pr*- v*’iif ing any 'Tnik-^ breaiUing thn)ngli 
iu»r( hwairds. On Octubcr lVS the 17th Indiain l)ivisii>n 
siUM-essfulIy ai'»^analt«‘<i tin- rinkish Sh<*rgat po>>itia>n, and 
on t ht' 2lMh, though **\lum'^ted bv lln'ir continiions 
lighting aiul nnii'ching tlnvnigli t la- niggasl hills, pnsheal 
forwainl aind aittaicki-d till night faill the 'I’lirks, who 
n<»NV hianmeil in. l_l*ait nt the eia'niy ft>rj*t> wineh 
trie<l to escaipe alurmg tin* night wais cut elX by tho 
<-aivadrv and aibont l.ttttp prisoners auid nnn-li maitt-riail 
wen* caiptiired.] 

On tho iiioriiing t>f tin* ilOtli tin* Tniki'-h (*nnnnainder 
.‘surrendered his t*)lail forca*. ennsistmg of tin* whole 
of tho 14-th Division, tin* bulk of the 2nd Division, 
and portions of two rt*gina‘nts of tin* r>t)i Division, 
with all their artillery t raim and aidminisi rati i ve servia't's. 
[ Altt>g«*l h»*r .soino 7,0(K) men, ba'siales tin* 1,000 ailready 
eaipt iired.] 

The forliliide and courage displayed by all the troops 
wais beyond ])raiis(* aind wais tin* maiin fan-tor in tin* 
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lines of (-onminnicat ion ait Hnrwaish, wln-n* they wa*re 
jt>ira*d }»\ onr Arnionn'd Dair Brigndc. 

< )iit maiinent n-il on tin* eaist baink ami ilnven ban-k 
tin* Wf'.l liaink tin; Turks f<*li Ima-k to lln*ir .sa*con<l 
line ait tin* conflni'nce ot tin* L<*ss<-r Zab, ai po^-ilion of 
gniat naitnraii strength. On Oetob»*r 26 tin* 1 St h 
Indiatn Division fairei'il ai i-ro'-sing ov<-r tin- Les-<*i- Zadi 
and tlrova* baick to tin* W(*sf. bank of tin* 'Tigris atll 'I’lirks 
who w<*re eatst of that river, whila* tin* 17th Inaliam 
Division clos<‘d np ta) the em-my, who wa-ra* now aill on 
the west bamk. 

'J'he figliting which a*nsua*d wai^ of a v'a-ry scv«-rc 
iiatifro. 'I’ln* hilly ground, inda*nt<*d with raiviin-s 
and previously j>rej>ar-('d for da-fenea*, was all in faivaair 
a>f (ha* Turks, wliai fought witli tin* gra*a.ta-t s t nbborniia*'-. 
Our dit!ia*nlt it*s wa-ra* i na-ra-a'*;a*d by tin* siinaly naifnn* of 
(he soil, which ch-Iayt'tl tniiispurt, ami liy absi-nca* of 
waller a*xca*pt tlni 'Tigris itsa*lf. 

After (-out mnaais fighting tin* 17tli Indian Divisiam 
fairea'd tin* 'Turks ta> fall back on tln ir lliinl posit iaai 
am th«3 lulls a-ajvering iSliiTgat [60 miJa*s aim* soul h a»f 
\K»snl] (Ml tin* Tnorning of tin* 27th. All that d.iy 
Turkish re-er\a*s tried to bra-ak through tin* 1 1th Imlian 
Oavalry Brigmla*, wha> Imrra-al tin* ramal ta> .Mosul, but 
without, siia:a'a*ss, tlioiigli flu* arrival aaf tin* 'Turkish 
reinfairc-f*Tnen< s frami .Mosul fa)ra‘a*<l tliat Brigada- to alriiw 
back its right in ord-*r ttj ca>\'er its ra*ar. 

Oil tin* night of Octuba*r 27-28 tin* 7th Jnalian Cavalry 


d(‘ta*af of a .stubbairn a*nemy bolding a*ar(ifully jira*- 
para'al fxisitiams in a rugged ami alitlia-uM a-aaintry. 

Oil < Bii^hiliii I -.Mosul raiiid t,hc opi*rat ions 
were t)f ji.suhsidijiry character, ddiey had hc^im 
On Oc(-oh(*r IS, whim an enemy cavalry det ach- 
♦ment W.I.S driven out of Tank, and Kirkuk was 
cafitiircd on tin* evening of Oa*Ja)hi*r aftiu* 
slight rcsistanirc. Tlic ri'l rca-f inf^ enemy was 
followed np to Alton Kf*iipi*i hy armonra*<l ears 
which caused many ea.sirdl ies a.mongj the d'nrks. 
On till* 27(.li the, main eolnmn was in touidi 
witli the enemy troops eoveringr the crossing 
of (he Li •s.ser Za.h. Thesis ha,stily retreated 
when tliey lf‘a-rned of Ismail Hakki’s fate. 

'^fhns t*iided the Mesopi>tamian c*amf>aign. 
The remaining; d’nrkish garrisotis on the, 
Kiijihrafes above Hit, 1 ho.si* on the Tig^ris and 
alongj the line of thi* Hak^hdad railway, ail 
liowed to (heir fate. Mosul itsi'If was siirren- 
dcreti on Novemher 14, (ii.uieraJ ^Marshall 
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HIT, ON THE EUPHRATES. 

Ihcj iioialiilitirs of the town, who may yon know, makes no distinetion between sects 

or may not have renH'inbt'red tliat their city and classes but treats all alike,” and ho called 

was the mo<lern rt?pres(‘ntat i ve of Nineveh, upon t hem to w^ork loyally with (Colonel L.ea,oh- 

and lecturc'fl them oii the municipal short- man, who had been appointed civni adminis- 

comings. “ I intend to work until it is in a trator. The Nakib. an Arab, replied, saying 
passably ck'an stab'. At present the flirt and the presence of the British troops gave them 

filth an^ worsts than I have see:i anywhere in a feeling of security, and ho thanked God 

the world.” On wider subjfxjts Sir Kdward “ wlio has given us [Arabs] liberty to speak 

tfiUl thfau that “ the British (jlovernment, as our languagi^ after being dumb.” And the 

ceremony enderl with the Chaldean Patriarch 
calling ff)r the blessing of (Jod upon, and the 
intercession of tlu' ]>rophots and saints for, the 
flag of Britain, which, he said, wherever it is 
flown is a sign of justice, civilisation and 
well-bfung.” 

The Armistice tern s also rerpiired the sur- 
ren<lf‘r of tlu» Turkish garrisons remaining in the 
Hedjaz, Asir, and the Yemen. The two last- 
named rt'gions lie south of the HLofljaz, and 
geographically the western half of the Aden 
Protectorate forms tlu' southernmost part 
of the Yemen. Since July, 1J)15, Ali Said 
Pasha, Governor of the Ycnnen, and part of 
the 39th Turkish Division, had been encam]>©d 
in the fia'tile valk'y of Lahej, in places little 
more than a dozim miles from the port of 
Aden. Since July, 191(>, in consequence of 
the revolt' of the (irand Sherif of Mecca, Ali 
Said had been cut off from reinforcements 
from Turkey.* The situation was anomalous. 
The laiemy was comfortably settled down 
in a British protectorate, and living on the 
country, but showed a wise ^disinclination 
to attack the strong defences of the Aden 
Peninsula. The British garrison for its part 
was too w(»ak to undertake a serious offensive, 

♦ For tho early Aden operations, see Vol. X, pagee 
400-404. 
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aarl was, in practice, content with the line it 
lield, wliich formed an avc about- 1 1 miles from 
Aden. Moreover, as thci Arabs of the Yt'ineii 
were giving the Turks much trouble, sneh minor 
operations as wei*e c*a.rri('<l <mt were pai-tly 
<lt‘signed to hinder Ali Said gi\ ing help tc) liis 
comrades. During IlMti. Major-t JtMieral .1. M. 
Stc'wart, (^H., who bad returiu'd to lialia fr«)iii 
Kast Africa, took over the (‘ommaial at Ad<*n. 
the troops under liim including Pimja})is, 
Carnatic infantry and ^lalay States (5ui<les. 
In Iieceml>er (lOlb) an attack was made on 
.iabir, 1.5 mik's north-east of Aden. liesidc's 
inflicting ^ome 200 casualties <^n the enemy. 


The next new>» from this forgotten corner 
of t-lie war (*ame from the 'Turks, wht» managed 
to get oerasi and information. It was dated 
^farcli, 101 S, aial was .''.iLmili<‘ant in that it 
a<hnift<Ml ligluing with ‘‘ rehcl tribes” in Asii- 
aial the 5'emc'n, tliougli it w as claimtM I (hat the 
1 1 nan of the \'<‘inen si«lrd with 1 1 e Turks, “ who 
l)t'hii\<Ml with iialesrril'al>It‘ gallant r\\” Sor- 
ties atteinptod by the lhiti>.li from t he fort re.ss 
of Aden to <'s<npc lri»m tho ^'^ate of siege 
establishtul by us eomplotidy failed," as did 
also, the '^Turkisb publie wer«* informed, an 
a.t(t*mpt to land near Hodeida, the eliief port of 
tilt' V(‘mt‘n. (^nly one more gli mpse, o(lii*iall v. 



ADKN : THE 

this ai'tioti “ pr<w'ent<‘d the withdrawal towards 
tlie Yetnen of 'J^urkish trot>ps." X(‘ariy a ycair 
then passed before^ anything more than outpost 
skirmishers }iap[)ened, and the' capture^ of .Iabir 
on Novem}>c*r 22, 1017, was hardly a greater 
affair. Apparently, the? captors withdr<\v to 
their original line, for, f)n .Tanuary 7, 101 S, th«* 
War OfTice announced that, twe) days earlier, 

“ a strong reconnaissance? was made towards 
Hatum and .Iabir/’ On that occasion Die 
Turks had a sharp lesson, for “ aero]>lanes eo- 
operatoel with our artillery, who did great 
execution on the enemy’s infantry in the o]>c'n 
with direct observation at effective range.’ 

The gunners, that is, liad just the target thc^y 
liked. 


MAHKH T. 

was alTordtMl <»f thr opi-ral ious. On duly ,‘{t>, 
lOlS, at Hir Saltdi. some 2t) mil(?s wi'st- of Aden, 
Hritish eaAalry clisfox ered a. body of Du? r'liemy, 
<*haig«Ml, and scattered them. “ 'l\v<'Mty '^Turks 
were killed, nn<l f!\<‘ uuii end 12 <*anH‘Is eap- 
1 m*ed." 

Such is th(* scanty ehronit’k* <»f two yeaiv 
warfare. Ilotli side^ nm ic in reality marking 
time, and a sort f)f ?no(Ium vrrr.ntll a])pears to 
ha\'C‘ been established. ddier(* was even, Dirough 
Arab inti'iinediaries, a track? in Du‘ \'egctid)k*s 
grown in tln‘ bahc*j Valk‘v. T( was with natural 
rehu'tjmec? that Ali Saicl Pasha, obc*yed the? 
Hist met ions he. reei-ived afte r the? (ionclusion 
of the armistiee on October .‘10. It wa^ not, 
indeed, until l)ee€‘mlM‘r II that he and hi:J 
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MOSUI 


slaf’f sun(‘n(l(‘i(*(l lo t}i<‘ ( of 
'Plicrc wrro (lillicull i<‘s. ton, ifi tlio 

rnoniy font's in Asir aiid the to yiold, 

)>iit l)«*fon‘ tlic (iid of IlHS, “after a <-ertain 
iiiooinit of pea(*<‘ful persiiji'^inii," they had all 
laid down their arms. So, also, laul the small 
'rnrk'sh posts in Northei'n Ih-dja/.. 

At the he^innin^ of ItHtl there remain(‘(l in 
'rni'kish hands in all the .Aiahie \ilayets oiu* 
])laee only, hut that plaei* ^^as Medina. 'The 
d’nrkish (Jovernment had sent or<ler.s to the 
(Mimmandant, h'aUhri Pasha, to snrriMidtM’, 
hut he saw lit to (lisohey. lie and his troops 
had been isolated for numihs hy the Arahs 
under the Ismii’ .\hdnlla. 'Tlu* 'Turks had 
reti’eat(‘d to tla* eentie (»f tiu' eity, and were 
posted round the ^i-('at mos(|ue. In this m<»s(|U( 
is the torn)) of Mahomet, and the Ismir Ahdniir 
woidd not order an assault for fear of iiijuf\' 
to the holy plae*'. 'Tl’.e situation could not he 
pei'iuitted to last indelinit e|\ . and the Turkish 
Cahinet was inloiined eail\ in .hmuar\ that 
iinles.^ Medina >\as surreudere»l in a few dass 
the f«uts ot the I )ardaneiles w ould h«‘ dest ro\-ed 
T’or all T'akhri I’aisha eai-ed, the forts mi^ht 


have he(“n razcHl. lUit some of his oiTicers were 
less ohstinat(‘. Alany of their ineii were ready 
to desc'il, and early in .laniiary a party of 
olTaMM's pive themselves up. Others wore 
ready to follow their exam])l(‘, and Fakhri 
Pasha saw’ that the laid had come. On efanu- 
ary S he dispatched his chi<*f of staff to Abdulla, 
who insisted on unconditional surrender. On 
.lanuary Id. tiu* formal suhmission of Fakhri 
Pasha took phiee at the Fanir's h('ad(|uarters ; 
on the l!hh. at <“l(‘vi‘n in t hi* moruinj^, the Finir 
Ah(hilla made his ceremonial (‘ut ry into Alcdina. 
lie at (»nee w(‘nt to thi* tomh of th(* Prophet, 
where he olh'iel the mid-day prayer, from 
which the nauu* (»f the Sultan of 'Turkey was 
onutted ; the customary siyn of a chanjic of 
ilynast y. 

'The last act in 1 la* ihama, as far as Ottoman 
so\eiei^nlv in the .\rahie vilayets was con- 
cerned, had hi'cn played, aitd th(‘ a^(*-long feud 
hetween 'Turk and .\rah had come to its litling 
i*nd. \\ hates er their ilestiny, neithei’ Syi’ia 
noi' Mesopotamia nor any pait of .\rahia was 
likely a^ain to fall under the blighting power 
of I he 'Tui k. 
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CHAPTER CCLXXXl 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: 
JULY, 19 14 -NOVEMBER, 1916. 


Tiik .MiowTNii OK THi<: War kor thk ArsTHo-lh \<iAKi\N Stmi-: --'rm-: (.'khmw Ai s-nows \\i> 
tin: War ; thk .Magyars ; thk Austrian Poles Surjeut Nation \ i i rii;s and ihk War; 

THE ^’U(;0-SLAVS : THE (V.E('HO-SlA)VAKS ; THE IjT'IM.E KuSSI ANS — SuHEMIvS OK I ’ivN I'R \IH/ \ riOV 
AND CJeRMANI/ATION ; EUONSTRU( Tl ON OK THE AUSTRIAN CaRINET: ProUAGWDA IN h'woUR OK 

Central I'^urorean Cnion -'The Maijvars, Ausimovn Centralism \ni> Mi rrEU Im uou \ 'riii-: 
PoiASH Question Demand Koit 11 eassemrling Parli \ment -I'he Murder ok CouNr Siurckh 
AND THE Death ok the I^Imreror Pr vnuis .Ioseimi I. 


T ill'] ion mhi’ by I ho 

AiistriuH (h)\oniinonl was (lin'clrd 
Roaiiist its own |)oo|)l('. On .Inly 2.')’ 
11)14, trial by jury in political ca.s(‘s 
was. sus|M'n(lc(l by an Imperial Order and 
ei\'ilians >N’er<* phiei'd under military jnrisdiel ion. 
d’lK^ OrdcM* was ime«)nst itiit ional, a.nd (wer\' 
single oiu* of the, thousands of d(‘a.l h-sontenees 
carried out under it was murder. At a time 
when other governments were stri\in;i to lea<l 
their nation'^, the Austrian (lovernmont drew 
the reins tij.'hter ; when ot hei* bellij^ereiit States 
eon\’ened t h(*ir Parliainents, Austria institnt<*d 
eourts-martial. 'PIk' act was symbolic, a-nd it 
was logical; for the Hapsbmg .Monarchy was 
not a nation, aial not even :i State, but a govern- 
ment, and its aggressive action was primarily 
based on considerations arising fi-om internal 
policy. On th(' battlefields of Serbia aiul Hussia., 
of Italy and J<innania, it, hoped to d»-feat 
its own Jugo-Slav, ( V.ccho Slovak and Little 
Russian, Italian a.n<l Knman snbji'cts. TJie 
l(*ading i<icas of those early days of the war wen- 
put on record by an authoritative writer w hen, 
in 1018, on tla^ failure of t he last offensive st roke 
on the Piavi*, Baron Conrad von Hotzendorff, 
Austria’s invarialily unsuccc.ssful J..udcndorff, 
rtitired into private life. “ He had hopc*d that 
Vol. XIX.— Part 241. 


the hammer-blows w hieh were to h.iAe knoeked 
down .Vii.stria's enmnies in war would re-forge 
her inner lile.” d’he war was neees-,juy IxM-anse 
ot herw ise t he ( Ireal -Si-rbian projiaganda. '‘would 
ha\’e infected the Slav ('lements in the .Viistro- 
Hungarian Army," di-clared Cener;)l t'onrad 
hims<4f in an artiele pnblishi'd in .laniiary, 1 01 0 
It. was direeti'd against .in inh-rn.il i nemy, no 
k'ss than against foreign Powers. 

The politii-al forees wh^»,'^e a<-ti(*n and inter- 
mtion made up .\n.st ria - 1 1 iingii ry's internal 
hi,s|<>r\- during the War may be f|i\ ided into li\ e 
main gronjis : the dynasty and its inmieijiate 
follow ing, the Supreme .Vrmy ( 'ommand and t he 
bureaiH'ra.<*y, th<' dfuninant nationalities, flu* 
snbnn*rg<‘d nationalities, anil, lastly, the grey 
mass of jieople to whom war meant nothing 
but untold suffering. 'I'he hist three groups 
wishc'd for \ietory, the fourth for Austria,- 
Hungary's ilefeat, the tifth tor peace at any 
price and on an\' terms. 

'Pile llajisburg interest was purely proprietary. 
"Pheir de.sire was to possess, to retain that 
wliich they po.ssissed, and to acijiiire. .\s it 
was said by one of those who knew- .Austria 
hc‘st, tlic; ki*y to the Ilapshiirg heart lay iu 
flic words ‘ more acr(^s.’ ’ 'Phe Army (-ommand 
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and bureavicracy were their servants and 
partners ; the German •Austrian and the Magyar 
nationalists were their allit*s, for in the dynastic 
inheritance of the Hapsburgs these nationalities 
saw their own Imperialist possessions and were 
therefore prepared to did'encl them to tlio last. 
The dynasty favoured also the Poles, hoping 
as a result of tho war to join Russian Poland 
to their own Polisli poHS(‘ssioris and thus to 
build up a now kingdom under their sceptre. 
At times they dreamt <3veii of an Ukrainian 
secundogoniture, and a junior im^mber of tho 
dynasty, the son of tho Hapsbiirg candidates 
to tlie Polish Tlxrono, put on an embroidero<l 
Ukrainian shirt, uniforms being the only ex- 
pression of national id<‘as <;oniprohonsible to 
German princelings. Within sufficient distance 
from reality not to offend the Magyars, the 
JTapsburgs dallied even with scliomcs for a 
Jugo-Slav kingdom. They were omnivorous, 
tolerant, versatile and j)atient. To them 
the World-War was a mere inckk^nt of their 
dynastic history ; they wislaxl to turn it to the 
b(^st account. 

d'he se^rvaiits, military and civilian, nat.urally 
had an interest in thci llii[)sburg possesssions, 
but their interest was not neci*ssarily idcMitieal 
with that of thta'r »ruisl(‘.rs — a fact whicdi 
accounts for many otluu’wise iiu^xplicable turns 
of Austrian policy and diplomacy in the war. 
'To the JTapsburgs it was a i natter of com- 
parative indifhaence whether they ruled Hun- 
gary as ICmperors of Austria or as crowned 
descendants of St . St.<‘phen, whether tliey held 
Galic*ia through Austria or as Kings of Poland or 
tho irkraiiK?, whether Ualmatia and Bosnia 
were theirs by «J ugo-Slav Statci right or betraust? 
subject to administrative otIiccTs in Vienna. 
But these were not matters of indiff<*rence to 
th<i Vienna bureaucracy ai»d to the exponents 
of Austrian military centralism. 'The? high 
officials and g<*nerals were truer exponents of 
Austrian offieial patriotism than the? Hapsburgs 
themselves. Wherc*as the Hapsbui'gs could 
have been monarchs ovc^r nat ions, their servants 
could tolerate nothing but subjects. The 
Pastoral Jx)ttor issued by the Vienna Churrrh 
Synod on June 17, 1849, continuejd to express 
their views in 1914 : “ The national State is a 
survival of paganism, and the differerujcs of 
speech are but tho result of sin and apostasy 
from God.’* 

Still, German being the language of command 
in Austria, the centralists wore (xormanisei’s. 
Also most of the places in the Army Command 


and tho high bureaucracy woi’o held by Germans 
or Germanized Slavs. A large proportion of 
the German population of Austria .shared the 
centralist inten'st — Vienna, which shared it as 
capital, alone comprised onci-fifth of all the 
Germans of Austria. .\n unbroken chain 
extciidcfl from the Hapsburg following, com- 
paratively indifferent to nationality, to tho 
extrimiost Pa.n-(h'rmans. The w'ar drew them 
still closer togt‘tlK‘r. If was fought in defence 
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of the Hapsburg inheril.aiie<% and wn.s a 

war betw'cicn (Jerinans a.nd Slavs in ICurope as 
well as in Austria-Hungary its<5lf. (ierinany 
upheld Ansliia, Aiist-iia op<ined up the roa<l to 
Bagh<lad for Ckirmany. Serbia bad bfHjn 
singled out for attack beeaust% since the close 
of the llalkari wars, tiic^ .Jugo-Slav JiTficlenta 
pre^sontod the most immeiliabi daimer to tlie 
Hapsburg Monarcdiy, but S(.*rbia was at the 
same time an obstaiclo in Germany’s patJi to 
the hkist. Sonu^ 20 years e.n.iiier the, Austrian 
JAiii-Germans had agitated in favour of bitnik- 
ing up tla^ Hapsburg Monar^diy and of joining 
W(‘st»*rn Austria, to (Je rmany; during thf^ war 
they h'arnt to appreeialt? the adv'antagiss 
whicli the Hapsburg Monarchy scc*ur(jd tor 
Gen nany. “ We wish for Austria’s existence 
because it is of vital rif*c(‘ssity hir Germany,” 
Herr Iro, one of their l<;aders, wrote, in 1915. 
“Hitherto the Pan-( Jerinans have denied this. 
Herein lies the differ ‘nee between the past 
[*an-(J<uiiian and the future Ot^rinan- Austrian 
policy. . . The “ Great- Austrian ” fiatriots, 

on the other hand, had learned to see that 
without Germany s support Austria-Hungary 
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could no longer exist, and tliat the (Germans 
and Magyars were the only reliable supporters 
of the Hapsliurg Moiiar<'hy ; 1h«3 cent rifiigal 

endeavours and PairSlav sympathies of ti»e 
( 'zeclio-Shn^aks, Jugo-Slav^s and lattice f^ussians 
led the llapshui'g ing towards a ( a'linan 
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Cfcrman- Austrian Socialist Leader, and subse- 
quently First Chancellor of the German- Austrian 
Republic, 1918. 

nationalism no less violent and oppressive* than 
that of tht3 Pan-(Jermans. 

The (Jerman Austrians gr<M’ted the outbrc'ak 
of war with almost hilarious <'xcitement. W ar, 
at last ! X(» inort* tiring discussions oi- w rang- 

lings witli tlu^lVA'chs and .1 ugo-Sla\ s, but slujit , 
sharp oi’<li*rs. ddie ( Jermans wi’n* tt) be masters 
in Austria once HMue. On .Inly 29, 
pati‘ioti(* dt'inonstrat ion w as arranged under 
the aust^ic'cs of the \’ienna d\nvn (k-aiiaal, 
“ initliusiast ie inanifi?stat ions t)f sym]>aihy for 
the war (bejjvusft rfc Stpn fuithic Kundijtbunijcih 
fur den Krierj), as they were described in a 
Vienna papta*. Crowds travcrseil the streets, 
yt'lling with joy. ** Tlu' time has come at 
Inst hu’ settling aerounts with tlio metldlosome, 
faithless, plotting ami greedy Serbia,” ran 
n resolution unanimously adopted on August 1, 
1914, Iw the Christian Socialist (Clerical) 
members of Parliament, then the strongest 
party among the (German Austrians. ‘‘ 'Thi^ 
adherents of my party.” Prince Alois Liechten- 


stein cloelared in their name, “ thank your 
Majesty from the deptlrs of their hearts ft>i* 
giving them an opportunity to flefond the 
greatness and iiiti^grity of the Aronarchy with 
their }>lood and treasure.” And with those of 
the unwilling subject races, ho might have 
added, but naturally did not. As, however, 
the courts -martial and the censorship w^ere 
aheatly at work, his party could presently 
c-laim to speak for other nations also. “ His 
Majesty, our niost gracious AVar Lord, has 
called liis nations to the Colours, With 
flaming enthusiasm have tho nations of Austria 
hear<l the call. . . . A compact jihalanx which 
no power on eartli will aide to break, the 
nati(nis stand together.” And on September 29, 
1914, th(3 Pi'inco- Arch bishop of Vienna, 
(Cardinal Piffl, spoke as follow's, wdien addressing 
a eongregatio!! of cliildren in St. vStephc'ii’s 
Cat lied ral : “ Nevea* in your life should you 

forgc't tho great time through which you are 
fiassing as tdiildren ! . . . Vou see the 

nal ionalitios of Austria united in their love for 
tho Emperor and country. You see once more 
a great , united Austi ia-Hungary ! ” 

l^ifferiait in tone but no loss enthusiastic; and 
aggressive were; the declarations of thc^ (lerman- 
Austriau Xationalists. The war was to be* 
fought shoulder to shoulder w4th Germany. 
There had bc'on men who had dared tc.i eomparc* 
the Tri])lo Alliance tc» a \ c‘nc*rabl(*, ^ilaycal-ont 
clavieiiord, a })ic*ee of furniture*, which one 
cdica-ishc's but does not use any long(*r. What 
a noisc> they were going tc:) make on that 
instriimeiit ! At last t in* < k‘i-man-Austrians 
could learn the true lk*T'lin manner* and dr*ill it, 
into the snbjc'et nations — in good Cei*man : 
es ibHcn efiipauken. Austria had not bncMi 
snlllicaenlly conspicuous in the past. It was 
absorbed by internal struggles. It had f<'w 
<ln*adnoughts, no eoloiiies, la.) Weffpo/dik, 
lint now it proved its existence. “ 1 set tho 
world ubla/A*, vrfjo sum ” — a much more coii- 
vini*ing proof than IX‘scavtes’s tliinking. 

Looking across the faded pages of okl papei*s 
and rovit'ws one can still feel tho toueli of 
Vk'imu’s mklsummor madness of 1914. 

Tho Socialists w^ere loss affected tlian the 
othc*r Gorman Austiians by tho war frenzy. 
Still, even their official party-organ, tho Vienna 
Arbeiter-Zeitung published an article on 
August o, 1914, under tho heading “TheJhxy 
of tho German Nation,” w}u 9 h began with the 
sentence, “ This day of August 4, wo shall not 
forget.” And during tho Qrst 2.J years their 
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loaders tacitly supported Austria’s war policy 
aud her Gorman orientation. 'l^hoy ]>rofessetl 
to see in the war a struggle of Gorman civili- 
zation against Tsarist autocracy, and tlcclarod 
it to be waged by Austria-IlTingary in stdf- 
dofence. In quasi -Socialist terms they argueil 
Austria’s right to existence. National postu- 
lates were described as a survival, if not of e 
pag^xn, then at least of a “ dead ag(‘,” and nat ion- 
ality itself, if not tlio result of sin and apostesy 
from God, then at least as the j)rodiict of a ruth- 
less bourgeois hankering after cultureil luxuries. 
The idea of making it tlu^ l>asis of Stale organi- 
zation had boon developed by the Homo sapicn.'< 
of the age of literature and art, but now tla* 
age of the Homo economicus has bt'gim, wrote 
Dr. Karl Honner, an Austrian quasi -Socialist 
and subsequently tlio first Chancellor of th<- 
German -Austrian H<'piiblie. The interests 
laliour an^ in the first plae<? oconomi<'. JCeono- 
inic development points towards «anpires, ii.n<t 
Austria-Hungary is a natural product of geo- 
graphical and economic laws, not a inert* 
dynastic inheritance. Composed of many tlifft*- 
rent nationalities, it is in r<*a.lity a niodt^l in 
miniature of the future International. After 
Austria had broken down, the same men, when 
denuuKliiig a ])artition of nohemia, argut'd tliat 


uniform national States alont' ofler a. pro])er 
basis for intc'rnational socialism. More motlt*- 
rate ill tone, more cjlaborate in argument than 
their bourgt'ois opponents, tla* leaders of tln^ 
G<*i inan-Austriau Soeia lists were at bottom 
German Nationalists and Aust<rian Imperialist s. 

After the llapsburg Monarchy liiul colIa-pstHl 
jxnd Germany also, tlio Gorman Austrians were 
at pains to repudiate tlio spiritual ami lt>gal 
inluu'itanco of tlio Hiipsbuig State .‘ind to <lis- 
claim Austria’s pc'rsonalit^' and wars. “The 
state of war in which the Austro-Hungarian 
Monareliy has biu'ii,” di'clared t he governnu‘nt 
of the German-Austrian Ucpublic at. tlm N»‘w 
Year of 1919, “ lias no more passed on to 
Gorma.n -Austria than it has to the CzecJio- 
Slovak State or any othta‘ nat ional State arisen 
on tho dissolution of Austria-Hungary. . . . 
German -Austria claims tho position of a frit*n<lly 
Power towards all the States of tho v\'orI<l, 
of a neutral Power towards all belligerents.” 
In reality tho Gorman- Au.striai is ha-d been ^me 
of tho main moving forces in tho xvar, and this 
professed indilforon(*o biwards tlie Mapsbiirg 
Monarchy and tho war was merely an ingeniiius 
literary after- thought. 

Tho Magyar Nat Iona list s, no less |.ha.n I hf3 
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Gorman -Ai I Htrians, had thoir inU>rcst and heart 
in tho war. It was to have preserved the 
Magyar imperium in Hungary and upheld their 
dominion over subject races. Tliey had no 
iinmodiato intcirc^st in lighting against the 
Western Powers and ixaturally n^grotted tlii^ir 
having, by coming into it, spoiled the chances 
of a Germ an -Magyar victory, but the war 
against Serbia and Russia, and su})seqiiently 
against Rumania, was their own war, which 
they liad desired and pr<jvokod. Count 'risza, 
the Hungarian Prcmicir, and onf3 of tht3 main 
authors of the war, din etc m I Megyar polic\y 
with a clear eye and a linn liand,an<i, however 
hostile different minor politicians may hav^^ be(?n 
to his perstju, practically all of thiaii stood solidly 
behind his Imperialist f)olicy and the German 


1916. “ These laws have formed the kingdom 

of Hungary ami have produced tho Austro- 
Hungarian Monarcliy. . . . The dual result 
of this natural and necessary development is 
the alliance with Germany, wliich in this war 
has given proof of a force such as tho world 
has never seen before.” 

In August, 1914, the Magyar hatred flamed 
iip against Serbia and Russia. There was not 
tho hysterical frenzy through which Vienna 
piissed in the early clays of the war nor its 
subsequent dull apathy and listlcssness, but the 
coM and yet <3nergetie determination of a 
dominant race fighting for the maintenance 
of its dominion, whatever price that might cost 
t o the world : — 

Oho visil in ordor to a flour con- 
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Alliance. ITungary’f^^ integrity was for them tlic 
Law and tii<‘ J*ropliets, and ( Jerman 3 '’s jxiwer 
its safeguard agiunst tiu' {Slavs and Humans. 
** I cannot seo the futur<3 of th(' Magyar nation 
in any other connc*xion but that with the 
GormaTi raec,” dt'clan’d Count A[)pouyi, a 
leader of tho so-calletl opposition, in tlu» 
Hungarian Parliament on .June 14, 1916. “ for 
it is tho only one which does not aim at nMiuciag 
Hungary’s terriiory.” “ Like nature itself, lluii- 
gariau policy nanained and still remains under 
tho infiueneo of positive and permanent laws, 
axnd no one who acts against them can eseapt^ 
punishment,” declared Ck>iint Julius Amlrassy,* 
in a lecture delivered at Munich on May 16, 

^ An otonnil cainlitlnto for tho po'^t of Austro-Knii- 
gariaii Foroipii Minister. lit' n*achod tho goal of his 
oontinuous strivings and intrigues in October, 1918, 
ia timo to propose a separate peace to the Allie.s. 


c«*])fion of how popular a wai‘ can he i\vn>t»5 <i maitiai 
ob'Norvcr in Thr, 'i'iniPti ot Kebniary 2(i. 1915]. No one 
tJu'rc will griMU ytai witli thf wonl^^, \Vf <iid not want 
tile war. . . . Wc did not begin the war.” whieh 1 
inv’arnibly lieard in other I'ilie's. (.)n the i*ont.rary, tlicy 
are eager to have you know tliat this is their war, and 
that they began the eonflir^. 'rhat the eonflagration 
spreail over all Kui’ope and hits heeoine the greatest war 
the world has t*ver known sihmus to fill i^very Magyar 
heart with priile. 'This I'xnberantM* >e«‘fri'< to the visitor 
hk<* a breatli of luounfain air alter the dull afinosplmre 
of Vienna. For the Magyars are proving tluunselves 
to be the one strong element in the whole llapshurg 
realm. . . . 

r'rudt*, ruthk'S'., ilomineoring, thi‘ Magyar-', who are 
a minority m their own emintry, not forming «*ven one- 
half of the total population of million pt'ophs are 
ilisplaying in the present crisis all the re.soiirce, all tho 
strength tliat they have bi'on storing up for this groat 
event. 

“ We are second only to Clermany in moral forejo.** 
•‘Germany is our ally.” ” We feel ourselves in accord 
with German i<ieas and itleals.” Such phrases a.s these 
were repeated to mo often, and appi'nr to express 
accurately the state of mind of the ruling class, though 
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it soonis probablf I full tlu‘ir j'ri<>n(i>-.f)f p l‘or 

Uorinany is fmsctl iiioro oil policy Hum «ui iirn(cr.staiuling 
or real sympiithy. 

“ TIku'o is Fio othor juition wliich c*aii ba 
such a faitliful IiumkI to tlu* (Jcrniniis as tb** 
Ma^^yai’s, providi'd issliown to tluMii, ’ 

df'cliiml ("'onnt f) nlius Aialrassy, i?i 1910. 

A world war* in which tho partitioning 
Powers would bo ra.ng<'d against oacli oth<*r had 
for a century bi'i'n consiilcrod tlii^ one chance 
of Polaiul’s polit ical rcsurrci*! ion. d’hc Polish 
scheiiK'S for tlio coalition which was to rest on* 
l^)lan<rs indcp(*Tidciicc and lior dominion over 
the ijithuanian* White Itnssian and T^itlle 
Knssian Tx'asaut nations, ranged tho out in* 
gamut from th(' Vatican to (Jaribaldi, from a 
Homan fatholic beaguc to ^"ming Muropc. 
Austria was usually included among Poland’s 
allies and an “ historic mission ” w*is ascribed 
to h(^r. lletwi’t'ii l.S<>7 aial 18711 the Poles lia<l 
established a satisfactory modus vivendi with 
the ITapsbnrg Monarchy : witliin its liordcrs 
tiicir interests w(*ic nowlicic i*ontraiy t<» those 
of the (Icjrmans and Magyars. In tlic* Austrian 
Fftrliament they held tlu* fialam-e betwecai t lie 
(iermans and tho Slavs, and, at the f^riet? of 
flominion over the Little liussiaiis of Kast 
(ialieia (otlierwi.se ealh*d HiitluTH^s <)!* Ukrain- 
ians), t hey ahandon»*d the ( V.echs and Jugo- 
slavs to the CJermans. Mor<*over a eommou 
religion form<*d a link bet\vei*n them and tin 
dynasty with wlu’ch, about 1870, thc*y shared 
tho hostility against Prussia au<l Russia. Kor 
these two were iuvai*iahly trentcMl as IVjlanfl’s 
arch-enemies. Polish j>olicy within Austria 
remained unchanged even after the international 
n»grouping of Kuropo which riecurred about 
1879 — tho compromlso with the Hap.sburg.s 


si^curisl tangible advantage's for the l’oh\s wliieh 
they had no reason to give up, in fac^t- it was 
<*nntinued until Austria (*ollaps('d. Hut after 
1S70 the PoK*s no longia' worki‘d for war. and 
wlioii, beginning with 1009, the dniigr*i* of a 
world <*ontlagrat ion arose onee more, they 
foiinil them.sel\’4»s in a most I'lnharrassing 
position. Wei'O t/hey t.o (*ome out- on the- si»k* 
of Austria and theri^fore also of (li*rmany, or 
w<'r<* t.hey to trust their fate to Tsarist llussia ? 

Russia. deelan*<l Iwr Polish policy in tin* 
(hand Duke's manih*slo of .Vugust, 1911. 
Austria \vas prcw«‘nt(*d by (h*rmany from 
making any i)ublfe pronoun< <*m<*nt , and in 
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]>rivato ronv(*rsaiions only wore promisos muclti 
to the Pulisli loadorw from Oalioia. But so 
pcsrsuasivo provo^l th(3 power of prophets who 
luid th<^ iiu'ans to enforce faith, that, wliilst 
in Hiissian f^iland ])uhlie opinion <leclan‘d for 
Kussia, in Anstria?i Poland fho rejirosentatives 



MEMORIAL AT SEKAJEVO 
Marking the spot where the Archduke Prancis 
Ferdinand and his wife were assassinated. 

of all Polish political par(i(*s jrathcred in 
(^rncow on August 1(1, 1914, and declared 

nnaninumsly for war against Kiissia and in 
favour of raising volunti'crs for it. ^Millions 
*>f crowns wt*re voted for those Polish Legions 
by the municipalities of Cracow and T^ombeig 
and by otlier Polish self-povt'rning bodiivs in 
i'la.Iicia. Tt was not until after the great 
Russian viedoritvs of SepttanbtM*, 1914, that 
one section of Polish public opinion in C.lalicia 
began tt> waver. 

The subject nationalities of Austria-Hungary 


were Jio more politically prepared for tHo War 
than the Entente. Tt htxd been part of the 
Austrian schenio to take everybody by surprise, 
TT<jw could the lea<lers of the Czecho- Slovaks 
or Jugo-Slavs have assumocl the responsibility 
fur striking out a revolutionary line of policy 
with regard to Austria-Hungary when they did 
not know what the attitude of the Eutonto was 
going to bo ? Moreover, in the early months of 
the war no oiio expected that it would last, 
sutliciontly long for political action or revolu- 
tionary iJiovemeiits to take effect. The war 
was looked upon primarily as"lr“s( niggle b(»- 
tw<M‘n iirniies and States already in existene.e, 
not as a fight in which every groiij) and every 
individual would liave to play a i^art. 

Thc% Austrian and the Tliingarian Govcrii- 
iiu‘nts, wlii(‘li a few months before the war had 
tried to pn*paro some kind of compromise with 
the subject nationalities by means of nt'gotia- 
fitais with the taua'st among tludr ]K)liticiatis — 
men without aut liorit y or bacldng — ^immediately 
on the outbrt'alc of the war tried to paralyse all 
possibles opposition by an unparallcdtMl roigii of 
t (*rror. This at tempt at rex^ression sooj i brougl 1 1 
Jiomo the moaning of the war to tho masses 
of the ])eox>le, and their determination, wliich in 
the coursi* of the folhiwing years hardened into 
political aedion, showed their lead(*rs the trm* 
lino to follow. “ It was clear to me tliat I 
eoiild not continue to servo Anst ria-TTuiigary, ’ 
<leclaiH*d Pr(4\'ssor Masaryk, the' first Prosiilent 
of the Czecho-vSIovak K<'X)ublic, when reviewing 
Ins activities during Mio war, in his address of 
.Dec<*mber 22 , 1918. “ To begin w'it li, liowev'c r, 

J hail not di'i'idetl to act. I felt tho euornii>ns 
ri'sx^onsibility and croimtefl tJic' coiist'ipiiuicc^; ; 
blit whi*n our soldiers refust'd to do milita.iy 
siTvice, wJieii they surreiidereil to the Allies, 
when mass executions becana' our tlaily fato, 
1 found myself forced to taki' a decision. 1 
consulted my political frit'iids, for xiolifical 
jjarties had been supxirt'ss«*d. T wont to Vienna, 
to sxieak to the Austrian (mermans and to learn 
what it was wliich thoy expected from tlio war, 
in case of victory. T was twice in Holland and 
trav'orsed Germany trying to get my bearings. 
In Hecember, 1914, 1 went to Italy, and la.(i*r 
on to Switzerlaiul. I thought of returning ti> 
Prague in order to transmit tlie information, 
but this was no longer possible.’* His exit' 
began, ami with it his revolutionary activity 
abroad. Thi.s statement, clear and simple 
gives a tyxiical account of the position in w hich 
tho lea<lors of tho subject nationalities ha<l 
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found tht*riisolves. They luul to study, to seek, 
and to wait for the mandate wliich they obtaiiio<l 
from their jjeoplo themselves. 

Worst of all was the position in the Jngo-Slav' 
provinces and especially in Mosnin. an<l the 
Herzegovina. The assassinatif»n of the Arc*h- 
duke at Sarajevo, tho indignation which it was 
alleged to have ca\ised, an<l the [)r()xiinity of 
the Serbian front, SI ipplic'd exceptional oppor- 
tiuiities to tli<^ Austro-JIungarian Army 
inand wliicli had planned the war, as a criisatle, 
or rather as a penal expedition, aga.inst the 
Jugo-Slavs. Tlui anti-Si*rb rii)ts organize<l by 
the An str^)- Hungarian authorities inuin'diately 
after the murder wt'iH* a mere prtdtule to the 
campaign of lixtermination \vhieli started on 
t\n’t outbreak of the war. A military die- 
tatorship was establislied in Jiosnia and (he 
Herzegovina under (leiaaal J’otionk, a 
special tjolitieal polict\ the so-called “ Saf<‘ty 
(Corps’’ (S('ht(tzr(jrj}.s), was fornuMl ^^ith no- 
torious criminals in its ranks, and a 

pa<*ked military (rihunal was set up, the 
judges on it cooj^ta'ating witli tlu' publics 
prosticutors. In tlio summer of 1917, in a joint 
declarat ion of t lu' ( h’oat- nunnbers i*i t lu' 


Hungarian Parlianuait, the pn‘si»lent of the 
Provincial Court t>f Bosnia was quoteil a.s 
saying that “ <*onvict ion had hitherto followctl 
tht) accusation of the State Prosecutor in owry 
cas**.’' 'rh<* slightest sign of syiiipathy for tht> 

*Iugo-Slav cause was eoiiNidereil a> crime, and 
Irequeiitly baseless denuu<‘iat ions wt*re <leemed 
sullieieut. ]a‘(>of. Wduai the fatal “ p.v.” 
{palif isvJi rerddeht l(f pt)Iit ieallysuspt'et )was put 
against a naino. iinpri'^onn lent nsually followed 
and imprisonment only too often resulie<l iik 
death. In a speech delivta-tsl in t.he Austrian 
I'arliament on October 19, 1917, Dr. 9hesi«' 

P»i\ ichc^, the nieinb(‘r for t In'* Island of Lt*sina, 
gave numerous examples (»f the methods 
adopitMl at those trials. Thus, early in th(' wai*, 
a. eerta.in Captain llad/j ja, a. Jngo-Sla.v' serx ing 
in the’' Aust ria-l [ungarian Navy, was called upon 
tf) giv'c evn’deiiet* against tiu' ship’s «‘ngiias*r, 
Srzc'ut i<*, w ht> w a.s a.eeust*d of lawing i‘xpressed 
Sta*l)opliil sentinuMits. lie dt'nied luLving ht'ard 
tin* incriminating wt)rds, but a<dd(*d tJiat “ atom* 
tim<* or anotli(‘r at- tabh- they bad eriti<*i’/t‘d the 
bia.sse<l a.ttitu<le of tin*- Aust-ria-ii ( h)\’(*rf im<*nt 
towards the Southern Slavs.’* 9’h<*r(Mjj)on the 
accusation was ('xteialed to t he witiu'ss also, 
aial both wen‘ convi<*ted a-n<l exeeutc‘d within 
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thre (5 Jiours. In soino eases the military 
aiithoriti(\s .subsc^qiiently discovenul that their 
hasty verdicts liad lacked justification, even 
hy thfiir own stajidanLs, and then tricui to 
atone for it in tlieir [)eculiar inann<‘r. Over 
the* j/rave* of (^nisini l^e»povi<?, a liosnian 
|i(*asa tit executenl “ by mistake*,’' tlie riigiimaital 
band was c>rd(!r(Ml to play tlie Austrian lm[)e.rial 
Hymn. 

Still woi'se^ than the* judicial inurelers w<‘r<» the. 
mass massaen\s, d(*portat ions and internmtaiis 
carri(‘d ejut by military eommanelers oveai witli- 
out prfitenee of lej^al proeeMidin^^s. "J’h<^ Sea'b 
districts of Mosnia. am I the* }T(*rz<*^ovi!ia 
ne^ai’ the S<*rb freaitiea* suttereMl iiieist.. In 
his speseM;h e)n Oetobta* ID, ID17, Dr. Tr<‘.si(;- 
Pavi^i/t went on eniime*rat in^ vil!a^<^ aft<*r 
villa^e^, an ('ndle*ss s<*ri<-.s ed bare^ facts ejf 
which t.h(i suni'total formed an impeach- 
meait such as has se*leJoin beM*n raiseel against 
a jj’ov^e*rnme*.nt. 

Ill iSairiiroviM*. llir in .VnN'i'iiiher. 1014, l»y 

e»rd 4 *r of tlu’ii' oiri<MT'^, Uill«*<l .six.(4>«‘ii not nlilc',, ... In 
. . . tli«‘ ciitin* iumIo popiilnt Kill from It to (><1 
worn killoil without any i<irm ot trial. In th<* n♦•JJ^Il- 
hourhood <»f Ziihn*- H2 |M‘r-ons \v«‘n‘ han}.>«‘<h in 'rn‘hin}i*, 
KKt III nil, feir tin* CM»ni*l(isi VO iva-.oii that fh<*v \V4*r<* 
l<M!iil not atnlif ii"> ; 71 por'^ons wor** iianp‘(l in l*’oi*a for 
< ho sunn* n*a>on. 1 4'a.mn>t t4*ll you tin* nuiiil)'‘r of 


porsons hatigod in Sarajevo, Bjolinu, Srebnica, Zvomik, 
Avtoviio, Visegrad, Bilek, oti*., as I have not been able 
to make inquiries. What 1 do know positively, how- 
ever, is that there, too, the halter lias not been spared. 
A single Ttungarian battalion was supplied with a 
thousiirnl yards of rope when it was sent from Sarajevo 
to the frontier. 

Th'sides, tens of thousands of Bosnians were 
de^pfirtcfl and imyjrisoned in different gaols 
or internment camps. They were ill-treated 
hy their guards, the surroundings in which 
they liad to live were unspeakably filthy, 
spotted typhus soon broke out and the prisoners 
died off praeti(*a.lly without any help being 
tendfued to them. A large proportion died 
b(*fore their <*ases bad evei* bei^n examined. 
A(*eoriling to Dr. Biankini, a Croat member of 
the Austrian Carliam<*nt. 4,301) Bosnians died 
in the prison of Arad (Kungary) alom^. Bqually 
notorious was tin* ])rison of ^lostar in the Herze- 
govina, when^ the gaol<*r was in tbi* habit t>f 
beating tlie prisoneis with an iron crook whicli 
he facrei iously named Kronprinz. “Hostages 
(from among the ]n'isoiH*rs) were selected at 
night." saiil Dr. TresiiC pa viTii^* in the spoo(*h 
((noted a})ov(^ “ 4^111 ^ loathsome facti of the 

gaohn*, s<d. in a frame of hayomds that gleamed 
like molt nary candles, entered silently, when, 
lik<* a tig(*r, he sought and pounced upon hi« 
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victims. , . . 'I’Ik' hair <it moro tluui <>n<* of his 
vi<.*tii7is was h1(‘a<‘h(ul in oia^ si!i^|<‘ night with 
. . . Such as <lrsirr(l to ])rolong Hkmi* 
inisi*rahlr, lih* for a fow hays longc r iiah<*ait*tt 
hy gt'st,ur('s how inaiiy haMUn<it<^s t hoy woro 
|)rtiparo(l to sa<‘i'iti<*o.” 'I\) h(' taken as a h<»st- 
Hg(i was <5i|nal to st^nh'jjco uf (k^ath ; hnn(li<Mls 
p(5rishoh in this way. 

Whilst tlio sekuh(sl vietiiiis were thus ext<*r- 
inituited in j)risons or internment. c;anj|)s the 
population of Bosnia, at largo was <'on( lemrasl 
to starvation. (Constant requisitions w'ere ear 
ried out for the Aiist ro- Hungarian aral (lerma.ii 
Armies in tiie Ihilkans, ami no if‘gar<i wa^> taken 
of tfio nt'ods of the population. Aeet^rding to 
Herman- A ust rian sr.airees l)<*twa*en ION and 
1017 the population of Hosnia and Hc»rzt'govina 
was reduced from 1,800,000 to 1,000,000, and 
tJiis, though ther<^ had })eeii pj a< t ieally no 
fighting within its bordca-, “Our own autho- 
rities have wilfully ravaged oui* c'ountiy ; 
they have rage-d against (waaything bearing 
the name of Slav . . . d‘*elarerl a. Jugo-Slav 
member of tlie \"ie?ina ParliaTuent. “ Sinee 
Kossovo our nation lias not seen or experiem‘ed 
such a catastro£)he.” 

Kqually severe were the pei*secut ions of t In- 
Serbs in Hungary proper. Nor did (Voatia 
escape them because of the show of autonomy 
wliich had been h^ft to it in jitjace time. 


rile a(*ti\ities of t h(‘ Ihifishuig a ut liorit i<'s 
in (’roatia are well illustrated b\' the faet of 
their ha.\ ing, at. the outset of the war, planin'd 
the murder’ «)f tire most pi’tmumait/ rmauber’s 
<.»f th<» Serbo ( S’oat I ^uliarm’ut ary (Nnilition 
in tin* l>iet, ineluding its President, I )r. M<‘djo 
kovi^. On August 10, 1017, Or*. Ivan Kiank, 
usually a tool »)f t he Austr iuu ( h >\ «‘i’nmeut , 
w'hilst- defending himself in the (h'eatian Oiet 
from ae<*usations k’vellerl aejiiiis! him, stated 
Hiat. liv'o days before the ultimatum t,o Serbia 
was pr*c‘s<'!nt<M I, the (’hief <»f lN»!i<*(^ in /agr<*h 

(Agram). had telephoned t-o him re( |u«*-<t ing 
him t.<» etaisider- ea.r“efully a pr*oposaI of a. g<*ntl<}- 
man wdio would call tai him t hat da.y ; ln‘ added 
that, he hims(*If (the. ( Miief of Poliee) appr’oved 
of it. As a mattr-i* of fact tin* gentleman did 
call at fivt> ok’lor-k gi\ ing a false name, as I 
subse(p ion tly aseratained and laid betore me 
a. sehc-me it) murcler the atoi’e.said rmaubei’r; ol 
the < !i*i >at<>-Seib ( >a lit ion.” hhei-r; seems r*eason 
to believe that the /agrr*b ( ’hief of tin* Police 
was im*rely i-aiiying out the instiiie.tiori of the 
military t 'janmand. 

But not evirn tln^ p<!Jisantry wa*r<; sale fi-om 
pei-s<*eul ion : “Our prisons ai’c^ always i)a<*krMl 
W'it h political offenders, both ’ convi(!te,d a.ml 
aecaised,” declared 8. Kadi^'-, the leader f>f the 
Croatian Peiisant J^arty in th(3 Diet on duly 12, 
ItlH). “People are thrust into prison regard- 

24 I ;i 
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less of age or sex, not excepting the pt^asant 
cla«s.” Women and girls were sentenced 
to years of imprisonment “ for a mere word oi* 
a suspicion that tliey luvd spoken in favour of 
Russia or Serbia.” 

Tho outbreak of the war was a signal for 
similar iiersecutions against the Jugo -Slavs 
even in Austria, where in the past they had been 
<omparatively best treated. All their leaders, 
ill fact most of their hiteUigentsUt^ wore arrested 
a nd deported. One single convoy wliich start et I 
from Dalmatia by way of Kiunie to IMarburg 
in Styria included four deputies to the Vienna. 
Parliament (among them Dr. Tresie-Pavii;ic). 
live deputii^s of tho Dalmatian Dit‘t, Iti j^riests, 
17 barristers, six doctoi*a, etc. Thciy were t i caf - 
ed in tho most brutal way both by tho guar<is 
and by the Magyar and (jlerinaii population 
iit the stations through which they passtMl. 
^Vhen after three montlis of iinprisoniiK'nt 
Dr. Tresie-Pavicic? was hrmiglit bth^rt' a judge, 
the latter said to him : 1 do not know wliat 

(he eliavge is against you, and ytm will <‘asily 
uudc rstaiid this wIumi you eonsidta* lhat in 
Dalmatia, Tstria and (^irniola alone wo ha.v<' 
arreste<l more than li\e thousand p<'o[)le.” 
Tlio part which tln^ (lerman inieMigeiUtiia of th*‘ 
dugo-Slav' provinces of Austria playc'd in tln'se 
pi'rseeut ions was ospeeially shameful. Most 
of (hem, eager Pan-Oenuans, .were at. last ahh; 
to give fre(‘ vent to their hatred of the Jugo- 
slavs. Most especially W(^ blame the Ch*r- 
mans for this/’ said Di-. Ttihar, another Jugo- 
slav member of tlu> Austrian ]^irliamt*nt, on 
October 7, 1017, ” that their intcllo;*! ual classes 
havo permitted thems(Jves to be used as spies 
and informers, and in this re.spect tlu? edueat<‘d 
iiei inaiis in our country <lo not differ from tla-ir 
<*onntrymen tdsewhere. Teachers, otlicials, 
hiisinc'ss men, etc., spied upon thc'ir neighbours, 
th<‘ir friends, and denoiinec'd them.” “ A hint 
from tho German Volksrat, the. <lennnciat ion 
of a spy, is sutlicient — and neither jirotest nor 
explanation nor appeal is of any avail,” statiMl 
another Jugo-Slav memhrr. Dr. Havnihai-, 
on June 6, 1017. “At that tina^ an abyss 
opeiHMl between ourselv’^s and our couiitrymeu 
of <liffererit race ” (the Gc^rmans), dcclan'il yet 
another Jugo-Slav member in the Austrian 
Parliament. “ This abyss can no longer he 
bridged.” Nevertheless, after Austria had 
liroken doi^m, the Germans of tho southern 
provinces tried to disguise themselves a- 
” victims ” of tho ancien regime of which they 
themselves had been the backbone. A memo- 


randum .sent by the Oarinthian Germans to 
tlie Jugo-Slav authoritic's at Luhliaiia (Laibach) 
ill January, 1011), clainuMl that they were no 
more “ legal h»*irs t>f the past Imperial Austrian 
Giwornmeiit and of the military C%>mmauds 
than tho Jugo-Siavs,” ami that they had ” to 
protest ill the most, tleei.^ivc' way against bc'ing 
matle responsible for tlw' aets committed hy 
those' authorities ihiring tlu> war.” And they 
wont on to static with eahii erfionte^-y that ” tho 
Germans in Garinthia had homi ill-treated hy 
tilt' lati' military authorit i»'s in i xaetly 1 
saint' way as the Slo\enes.” Pnssildy .some 
So«*ialists or yiaeifists .among tlu'in may ha\t^ 
liet'ti, huli nciver the German politicians, late 
iiu'inhers of thi^ German Volksntf. 1 ht* Jirgaii 
of a.iiti-Slt)veno propaganda, and t'-tpioiiage, 
wliti, aftcir till' ltt*\'(»lut ion, uiiflta- ntiw namns, 
eont imit'd to rult* ( ^irint hia. 

A ft‘W wetdvs hi'fon^ tht* onthrt'ak of the war 
tile .Vnstrian Premier startetl privatt' eotuer.'.a- 
titins wit h some vt^ry unrt'prt^siaitat ive ('/eehs 
ht*lt)iiging t'O a pai*ty whi«*h ht‘l<l exactly one 
tmt t»f 108 ( V.eeh si'ats in t he .Vnstrian Par- 
liamt'iit. A list t.if gr’it>vanet)s was prt'st'iit tvl 
to tht> Gov’t'rmnt'iit and rt'dre.ss was promist'd. 
Xt)t(W('utt) t-ht'st) tamest, of all (V.tM*h poiit.ieians 
was anything said about tin* war int«> which 
the Ausi ro-lliingariari ruling eire.les wrt' ahmit 
to tlraw Iht' G/.t‘eh natit>n. 

Ont*<‘ the war luul hroktai tint all itlt'ji of eon- 
eiliating tin* t V.i*ehs was nat nrally ahandoin'd. 
ddit^ civilian ( lovt'i nor of lloluania, Pi inet^ 'riinn. 
a. feutla! aristocrat and thcrt'fon* a- faithful 
atlhtaeiit t)f tlm tlynasty, was personally an 
htaioni'abit* man, axtase. fii>m ])erseeuting the 
Czt’chs. Ihit ht^ hat! now to r<*tir<* into tin* 
haekgroiiiul ; tht* line of ])c)h'e.y to ht* ad<iptt‘d 
was flit!tatt*d hy I hf! military. The fretpieni 
mutinit^s in the (V.eeh regiments suj>pli<*d tin* 
.Vrmy CV>nimand with an ext'iisii foi* irK*rt*asingl\' 
stwero rt)pressit)n. The (’/.e<h nation, whi<*h 
had no illiterates and t>f which praetieally t'\'t*ry 
single mt'inbt!!* was strongly eoiiseioiis of his 
nationality anti its interests, was n^stilvt'd rmt tt> 
fight ftir its G(*rnian and Magyar t‘nemit^.s and 
against it.s nat ural Slav allitjs, tln^ Russians ami 
thti Serbs. Ill St^])t«anbta*, 11)14, tin? 8th Itegi- 
intmt of tho Czt'ch Lainlwehr, when tatlertul tt) 
the Hu.ssian front, rcfu.sod ohoditaico aiitl 
attacked its German tifhcers ; tlni revolt w/is 
put tltiwii by Gorman .soldiers. In tins autumn 
of 1914, tho 95th and tho 11th Infantry Brigadi's 
froiri Pi’ague and tho 1 1th from Jit^in liatl bet*ri 
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assigned to garrison the f(3rtress of Cracow but 
ha<l to bo r€)inovcd, having boon found highly 
unreliable. On October 20, 1014, parts of the 
30th and of the ‘lOtli Regiments, both from 
Rohernia, voluntarily surrend€>red to tlio 
Russians. During the very first invasion of 
Serbia the 2 1st f^iandwc^hr from Prague “sulYerc'd 
a def(uit ” (to use the words of a secret Austrian 
military report), and “ remarkably many uii- 
wouniknl prisoners werc^ takf»n by the enemy ” 



PUINCK FRANZ Till JN HOHENSTEIN. 
(jovernor of Kohemia, 1013-1'>15. 

owing to the “by no means selt’-sa<‘?i(i<*ing or 
pjitriotie attitiale of tlx* men.” .Ouring the 
SiM’bian eampaign of l)(M*einber, ItH 4, se\t*ral 
rogimeiits — t lu* Ii)2iid fi’oin Meiuv^ox', for i'xann»k» 
— <*rossod over to t h<' i*nemy side. Of the 
70,(KH) Austrian prisoticM-s tal\<*n by the Serbs 
in 11)14 about half were ( '/.eebs w ho bad vc»hin- 
tarily surrendered. Similar incidents oeeurred 
on the Russian front, when' special arraiige- 
na'uts had been made to safeguard the eri>ssing 
t»f the lines for (^ztH*h inut iiu‘<'rs. The 2Sth 
Regiment from Prague and the .‘loth from Pilsen 
went over in a body. 'Thirst' ai*e a f(wv examples 
of a movement which wcait far to disorganize 
and <h'feat the Austro-Hungarian Armies. The 
attempt to (du^dv it by adding at loivst 40 pei* 
cent, of lVlagyai*s or Hermans to every (^/.ech 
service battalion w^as not altogether succe.s.sful. 


It rendered wholesale desertions more difficult, 
but tended to lower the vwral of the entire 
army. 

The Supremo Army Command answered by 
demanding more and yot more repression. 
On November 20, 1914, Archduke Frederick, as 
Commander-in-Chief, addressed a ineinorandum 
to the Austrian Premier and a report to the 
Kmperor dealing with Czech disloyalty. 
Stronger measures werc^ proposed. The Arch- 
duke (complained of “ th(3 slowness of the 
military co\n ts w hi(di (at bon\e) have to Imop 
to t he jx'aco proecdiiro ” instead of adopting 
the pra(!ti(u^ of drum-ht^ad court-s-martial. 
“ Th«^ ])ost.al (HMisorshij) . . . seems to be 
insunickaitly s(W'(‘rc\ . . . Tlu? general order 
should bc' issued admitting only o])en lettt^rs 
to be bandied by tlu' post oHiee. Tln^ aetivitir^s 
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COUNT COUDENHOVR. 

Covernor of Bohemia, 1^15-1918. 

of assoeintions, oven if no ])olitieal tendencies 
ean b(' traced, sliould bt^ suppresscnl, or at 
h'ast v('ry stringt'ut ly eireiimseribed, unles*^ 
they pui'sue undeniably patriotic aims [i.c., 
loyal to Austria]. Public meetings should not 
ho alUnved at all unless in ]>ursuit of such 
aims. . . . Jingo rags hostile to the State 
should be sup]3ressed altogether, ... It 
would in many eases be advisable to dissolve 
the town and county councils and to replac*^ 
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them by Kovornmmit coinmissiirios. Tlu* 

moinoranduni ends with a demand that th«' 
entire political adn\iiustration t>f Hoheinia. 
Moravia and Silesia should he put iimlor tin* 
Suj>r€Mne Army C.^oniinand, -l)ec*aiisi> thus alone 
“could I secure for myself the infhu'nee on all 
adTuinistrative ineasurt's whieli is lu'eded lor 
the safeguard iiijT t)f military intcMests." Fn'de- 
rick returneil to this subject on DectMiiher 5 and 
again lai March 28, lhir», m-ging his proposals 
with increasing emphasis. Still the civilian 
bureauc’racy headed by thc‘ I’rcmiei-, (%>unl 
Stiirgkh, hesitated, (piitc ])repanMl to carry 
out the proposals of thc‘ military but. unwilling 
to renounce* all powei* in its favour. PriiU'C 
ddmn, the (Jlov(a*nor of Bolaania, was ilismissed 
from oil ice, ami, on April 1, 10 lo, was re])lac*tHl 
by Oount (!Joiulenhove, a bitttu* caicmy of Iht' 
(^zechs, who in spirit, though not in foiin, 
enhirced the* proposals of Ai’chduki* KiuMlerick. 

AboTit 20,000 C-zt'ch civilians w(‘re interned 
as politically suspect, and 5,000 wert* hang«‘<l 
by the militaiy tribunals. 'Phi^ number of 
political ]>ersecutions grew rapidly. 'L\> ])ossess 
a copy of the J^ussiaii proclamation to the 
O.echs or even the nu're fa<‘t of having read it 
was considei'cil suOicient jiroof of high treason, 
and a numbi*r of peopk* wen* « xe.*uted or 
sentenced to hard labour on <hat ground. Most, 
of the verdiids in political cases w(‘rt» simply 
grotesque — these ucre not judicial trials but 
incid(;nt.s in a. war wagisl against an entir*o 
nation. On Sepicanber 28, 1015 -v.e., at the 

time of the most sovert* censorship -tlu* 
Vu‘nna Arhcifer-Zcitinig report.ial tlu* following 
<*asc*, whit h obv iously did not st I’ike t he ct*nsor 
as t^xtraordinary or unreasonable and therefore 
as one to bt* withheld from the publit^ : — 

“A ti> Anu'i’icu.’' Kmiifi'sca 2.‘1, 

tltiughter of a cutUig**!', luul ti> imsw<T hi fiirr f hu iiiilifMry 
tribiiniil of Pragno for iiitfrf#Ti*iu'«* witli ami 

orcior (paragraph <>7, lif. a). In July, 1914, .vh<* fnal 
.^out a 1ft tar to a fri<*ii<l, I^o.-^a Ka-amhi, in (’hifag<»; 
tho Jotlar wa^ stopped by t ha aansor ami was hamiad 
over to lha Military Coiirl. 'Pha ucaiisad was aon- 
daninod to aiglit iiiontlis’ Jiard la I >f air. 

A lettt‘ 1 ’ writtf*n to (Oiieago interfered with 
y)nblic peaee and orrler in Hoh(*miti ! Or 
again, tlu* tailor Smf*jk>d in Vienna was 
sentenetul to six ntoiiths" hard hd)our ha* 
sayitig “ the Government (lo(!s not want to 
give ns Czech schools in Vienna,” or tlu* privtite 
Cipera from Moravia to three y(*ars’ hard lahcair 
for saying “the (Herman Kaiser is responsible 
for tho war.” And yet, again and again, military 
judges were reproved by their superiors for 
“ insufficient energy,” their tearing, if they let 


themselves bo restraiiu*d by lack of ovidonct*, 
was <ieserilu'd as unmanly atid unsoltlierlike 
(inunilffarisrh), and tlu'V were even ihrtmtened 
with disciplinary measures should they [)i'ov '0 
incoi-rigihle. 

Of public politi(uil acdivily there eould 
naturally be nt^iie. Three [>oliti(‘a.l parties, 
those ot tlu' NTationn.l Socialists, tlu* Kadieals 



THE AKCHOUKE FRE13EKICK. 
Commander-in-Ghief of the Ausiro-l lunjjarian 
Army. 

a.?id tlie Kealisfs, wen' dissolved. About 
t hnMi-fourl.hs of t lu' (V.aeli pn*ss and all t h(» 
Slovak [)apers wen* suppn'ssc'd, about, htl papf^rs, 
to count but. tlu* iiion* important ones. The 
surviving journals were compellc'd to publish 
arti<‘li*s supplied t.f» them by the olTicial Press 
Bureau as editorial witluiiit. IxMtig allowed to 
indi<‘atc their origin in a,ny way. Thus on 
Man h 25, IJllb, the Gzeeh press liad to publish 
an a.rti<*le din'cted against the (V.eeh binders 
a.hroad under the liea.ding “ In lh)n‘ign Pay ” ; 
f»n April 18, MMti, the a.rti<*ks “The (Jz<u*hs in 
AnuTHNi against Ma.sa.i*yk’s Agents ” ; oii 
January lb, 1017, “Our Answer to the Quad- 
rupki Bnt<‘nti*,” etc*. At first, all })aiM^rs had 
to publish sucdi artifices on tlu^ same day and 
in tlie sanui wording ; latcM* on th«5 iJirectcjr 
of tlu* Police*, who ohv'icjusly had to hc^ taught 
tlu* stupidity of that procculurc^ by actual cx- 
pericaiec*, ordered c*.ach article^ to bo puhlishcul in 
one paper arid to bo quoUuJ by tho rest. Even 
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PRAGUE, AND THE KARL II. BRIDGE. 


»»ft('r the so-called constitutional ora had 
roeoinimaiccd, in 1017, tlu^so ijracticos wen* 
continued in spilt; of repeated protests from the 
Union of Czt'cli Journalists. 

Tilt; leatling Czocli Mtaubtu's of T^irliainent 
were iinprisontMl, M. Jvloftic, subseep loiitly t he 
first Minister of Natiomil DtTeneo in the Czt;eIio- 
Eltivak Republic, was imprisoned on 8f*ptombt*r 
14, 1914, and not until May, 1917, was h charge 
formulatetl against him. Dr. Krainarz was 
at first merely put under strict supervision. 
Ht; was a statesman of European fame and 
caijoyod grt'at prostigt; in Russia. Wliilst Kussiti 
was victt>rious the Austrian Gov^crimient 
feart'tl to touch him. lint when the Russian 
frtmt brtike on the Dunajt'c (May 2, 191«^)) tht; 
Austro-Hungarian Army Command took 
courage, and on May 21 ortleretl Dr. Kraniarz’s 
arrest. Even the Rerlin Vortvdrt,s protest etl 
against tht; arrest as a eomiiromising ste[) 
Oeeause “ the appearance itself that such a 
comparat ivt'ly numerous nation as the Czechs 
is not doing its duty to the Austro-I lungarian 
Monarchy should be avoidi'd.” “ Should ho 
indeed be guilty of an ofTence or a crime the 
Austrian ( JoN'crmiKMit will ilo well to inform the 
public about the facts aiul thus prevent the rise 
of ar unnecessary legend. ... If, on tlio other 
hand, there is no good reason for suspicion we 
hopo tliis conspicuous arrest will shortly be 


cleanMl u]) in a satisfactory manner.” It nevtu* 
was. The military party,” said Dr. Kramarz 
in an interview with Thyies published on 
.January 29, 1919, ” wcu'c determined to hang 
me, but thiy knew that the Emperor Frames 
.Joseph would never cons(mt to sign the death 
warrant. Count Stiirgkh, the Austrian Prime 
Minister, who had beem for many years my 
Parliamentary (*olleague and personal friend, 
also worked to savt; me, as did Count Ruriaii. 
the Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister.” Rut 
such was tho power of the supreme Arm\' 
Command that these attempts proved of little 
avail. After Count Stiirgkli had been assassi- 
nated, and when the Emperor was dying, th<‘ 
military party decided to force the trial of 
Dr. Kramarz, hoping to have tho warrant 
signed by tho Emperor “ when his faculties 
were failing.” ” Tho court-martial was com- 
posed of renegade Czechs with tho object of 
making it appear that I had been condemned 
by my fellow-countrymen,” continued Dr. 
Kramarz. ” Tliis manceuvro defeated itself. 
Tho national consciousness of one of those men 
was awakened by the persecution to which I 
was subjccteil, and he insisted upon giving a 
minority verdict in my favour against the 
majority verdict that condemned me to death. 
Under Austro-Hungarian military procedure 
tliia entails a further rejiort upon the sentence 
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by a higher military authority. Jlc^fore this 
report could be written the Emperor Francis 
Joseph died.” The case did not come iip for 
judgment again until t)n‘ first days of U>17, 
when -Dr. Kramarz was duly condemned to 
<leath. In support of tlie cluirgt' against him 
Miere was nothing more serious than tJiat he 
had communicated before the war with men 
who during the war became K*a.ders of th(‘ Slav 
<*ause, articles in his journal wliieli gave promi- 
nence to news favourable to Austria’s tmemies, 
t he possession of a co]3y of Fm Xation 
the fact of his having had a eon\ t'rsatioii with 
the Italian consul at Prague, Sabretta, it» April, 
1915, and a letter written at the Xew Year of 
1015 to Prince Thun, the (Jov'crnor of Jlolieinia, 
in whicdi he admitted tliat, always faithful to 
his political principles, he rt*fraine<l fr<»m any- 
thing which might appear as apj)roval of the 
war. fie was ct)ndt'mne(l iiot l)(M‘aus«‘ of any 
partic-ular act done thiring the war, but as 
lea<ler of the (])z(*ch nation, wliieh refused its 
sup[)ort to the ea\is(‘ of tla* (.’(‘utral Pow<‘rs. 
'Tlie Austrian authorities lu'ver dart'd to carry 
out tht» senttaiee. 

A number of otli(*r Pzt'ch nuMubers of Pa i lia - 
ment W(‘r<» ariestc'd at tin* sanu' tim<* as Dr. 
Kramarz, among them Dr. Ilasin, later on 
llohemia’s lirsf. ^linistta* of Finance. A sig- 
nificant note a[)peared in the Ncue Frcie I*rcss(\ 
th(^ heading Vienna daily, on January 22, I0lf> : 
“(’zKcu Micmhiors PKiiMANKMTr.Y K ksi dknt in 
\'ii:nna. --East wet'k a few moi’t? (/zei'li tlepu- 
1 ies, this time' ('hoc, Purzi\'al and Vojna, 
membc'!*s of the National Socialist ])arty, who 
hav<^ liitlu'rfti lived at Prague, mo\ed to Vii'iina 
an<l, like otlnM- Czt't'h <le])uties who Inn^e bt'en 
in X’it'una for stane time, ha\t* for tla* jirest'nt 
takt'ii up theur ptaiuanent tiomieile in X'ienria. 
The rumour that one of tht'se three' members 
has broki'U his rt'sidt'iiet', which is expected to 
b(' ])('rman('nt , lacks eonfii iuat ion. ’ One* eoukl 
luirdly have wislu'd for a liner and yt't more 
f'xplic'it account of tla'ii- int<‘rnnn*nt . A similar 
fate' befell tlu' most important Cze'cli linaneiers 
because' the' Czech banks anel the* Cze-ch ee»m- 
munity hael refuseel to take' u]) Aeisirian war 
loans. It has ])e'('n eale‘ulate*d tliat to the 
first le>an the' Cze'ch majeiiityin Pe>h(*mia eontri- 
buteel eaily abenit ejiie'-te'iit h e)f the' sum sub- 
scribed by the' (h'rman ininea-ity. 

Hie Schule ist ein. Pol It Ikuin (the^ sehoe)! is a 
political institution) was a fame.)us saying of tlie' 
Empress Maria There'sa. The war reminek'el 
tlie Austrian Government of it. In the Cze'ch 


pmvinces the* (V.t'chs hael ga ineel a e'.onsieleM'ablo 
influe'nce^ ovt'r the' Czi'ch sche^e^ls. The>so ha<l 
bred (J'zf'eh ])at riots, ne>t .Vustrian subjects. A 
change' was ne'ce'ssary. “ The' impei*atively 
ne'<*e‘ssary stre'ugt he'iiing of tlie' State autheirity 
anel e>f the' milit aiy fiowe'i- is unt hinkalile wit bout 
the' me)\e*me'nts hostile' tei the' llaps})urg 
JVIeinarchy be'ing de'streiye'd ameaig flu' nationali- 
tie's anel witliemt the'ir be'ing e'elne'ate'el in an 
Ausli'ian spirit, wrote' Areheluke' Fre'ele'riek in 
a me'ineirauelum elafe'd Se'pte'mbt'r 25, 1015. 

.Xeeeirelingly in Me>ia\ ia aleine .‘loOCziH'h te'aehers 
we't'e' int I'l'lie^'e! anel meest e>f the* seheieil betoks use'el 
in the' Cze'e*h })re>\'ine*e's we‘r«' siippre*sse'e|, ene'ii 
prinu'i's, se3 that re'aeling anel writing hael tei lie^ 
tiiught w it heait, the'in. The' Deutsche 
rer!<ttf \\\ V'ie'ima w as e'lit l uste'd wit h t hei pre'para - 
tiein e»f pre^pe'r handbeioks. “ I am an Aus- 



UK. KKAMAKZ. 

A ('zech leader ; subsequently the hirst rriitic 
Minister of the Czechei- lovak Hcpublic. 

ti'ian ” i-ei^Iae'e'fl suerh an e)b je*el ie>na ble* seaile'iierc 
as “ The' Cze'e'hs are' Slavs, ' and ‘‘ ()iir b’m]3e'fe)r 
is a Ifapsburg ” was suhst il ut e‘<| fe)r a phrase' in 
w hie-h the' lion- -w liie*h, ine-ide'ut ally, happe'ns te) 
be* the' national e*m)>lein e>f Molieania was 
ele'seribe'el as “ the? king e»f the' animal W’orlel ’* 
'rile* hanelbfK>ks of ('ze'C'h na.tie)nal histe)ry 
we*re' now’ prejvide'd with a fi-ejnt ispie'cc ejf I hei 
Impe i'ial palae*f* at Se.*)iejnbrunn, anel w ith t hej 
.Austiian fnipe'rial Hymn r>n the' e>j>pe)sile? 
page*, 'riu'ii follow’csd in we>rd and [)ie*ture* the» 
c'ldirc galk'ry ejf f(ie?hle'-minde;d prineu's anel half- 
witte.'d peasants whe> e*onstitutc Austria’s special 
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<*laim to glory — not a word, of course, about 
John TIuhs or Zizka, the grim Czech fighter. 
Seventy years had passed since the fall of 
Metternich, but the spirit and methods of the 
Austrian bureaucracy had remained the same 
nor iiad it lost any of its unconscious humour. 

The JJMh? Russians inhabiting E:i.st Galicia, 
north-eastern counties of Hungary and 
parts of the Bukovina, wertj dividtjd into two 
political camps, one might almost say into tw<i 
nations. Whilst one branch considert^d them- 
stjvos part of the Hussiau nation, the other 
<leemod itself a completcdy st^parab^ jiationality, 
and in order to eliminate the compromising root 
of “ Hus ” from its name no longer called them- 
selves Huthoniaiis, or Litth' Russians, but 
Ukrainians. It Jiad always been an aim of 
Polish policy to lireak up tliii national unity of 
Russia — the (‘stablishmenb of the so-called 
Uniat Church in Wliib? Russia and tlio Ukraine 
in 1500 wius, in so far as the Polish Government 
was concerned, a maiiceuvri^ calcMilated to 
separate those liussiaiis who w(a*o them subje^ct 
to Polish dominion from the main stock of thc‘ 
Russian nation. Thti fact that the Ukrainian 
national moV(?ment, having grown strong in 
Kast Galiciii, turned against the Poles with oven 


greater bitterness than the free Russians ever 
had done — for now it was a movement of a 
subject race — cannot change anterior history. 
As the Central Powers, no less than the Poles, 
wished for Russia’s disruption, they in. turn 
began to favour and support the “ Ukrainian ** 
movement ; and that it was possible to use it 
against the Poles as well, was only a further 
advantage from the German point of view. 
The Polos moantimo, equally hostile to, and 
hated by, both those groups, the Riissophilo 
and the Ukrainian, wore playing them off 
against each other, infusing a jjoisoii into Hast 
Galieian politics which threatened Russia’s 
national life. 

On the outbreak of war the Ukrainian party 
<»rganizatioiis declared against Russia, demand- 
ing tile soparfition of all Liitlo Russian land 
from Great Rus.sia, whilst the leaders of the 
Russian party, who were known to wish for a 
nairiioii with Russia, were pr()in[)tly arrested 
}>y the Ausiro-PtJish authorities. But on 
entering East Galicia the Russian Annies wore 
reel ?ived with joy even by the so-called Ukrain- 
ian peasantry. Ifistorical sophistry could not 
kill ill thorn the (to use io us ness of Russian 
national unity, and they, moroover, recognized 
that they could not free thtnnsolves from 
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Austrian and Polish dominion in any other way 
than by rounion with Russia. Exasperated l>y 
defeats, the Austrian military authoritit\s 
wreaked their vengeaiie(' on the h»*lpless Little 
Russian population wiierevta* tliey were abli^ to 
roach it. The following passages from an Order 
issued to Staff ofH(;ers and Post Coiutnandta\s 
well illustrates the nu^thods adopttnl by the 
Austrian authoriti(*s : — - 

August 10, 1014. 

Tlus coastal >1 ox still alway-^ snlt.*r from aarrow-uiiaikMl 
P'.iaco ideas {anfjhcrzojf'n h'ri r.d<‘ n»iu}rntcU u ntjc n) coiiccrniii^j; 
inaklii^j; arrtvsts aad (h<‘ ns<* of H.rms. |,( still always 
hapiKMis that in ciastvs ot op^Mi ]>ro[)a;^arida t>r ev<H\ of 
woll-fouridod siispirioa of Iroasoii. roports an» inailo, 
questions arc askoil or infoi^mat ion is ^iv<Mi, mostly for 
tear of r»,»spoiisil>ilit y or b(‘<‘aast* of the position ht.‘J<l by 
tho sii-poct. 

C%>nstalyltis ! Mark what I, t«’ll yon, arni I say it to 
you for tho la-^t time ! Wak<' up from yohr narrow- 
niindodrioss. Kroo yfmr'.olvos from tho oratnpiii^, lH-‘tfy. 
limit itig juridical consiiloral ions I 'I^Iuti? is now but 
ono jiistico, t h«' wi'lfaro of th«* Slate, and t liis you ha\’o 
to suppiu’t. with all your strcnj^lh, whotlu-r <ir not this 
is in accordance with cranky, le^al tomfoolery I . , , 
Mark it well, dcatli to cvt*ry traitor! 

In Komo encounters lliissopliilc peasants and also 
priests have betrayed ili<* position and strcn>^tli of troops 
under to the enemy. 'fhe coiistablt^s were able to 

arrest a few, but .st»me of these escaped <luriin( the 
retreat when careful was impossible. In these 

cases the constables thmuselves on^ht to hav-* imme- 
diately executed the traitors. Jn similar cast's where 
treason is obvious short shrift should h<j ^iven, ami no 
<;onsidorations applying in pea<*<‘ time should h* enter- 
tained. 

(Signed) Hacjaijek, 

J.iieutonant -(kilonel. 

Another Order signed by the same man fol- 
lowed on Angnst 20. It recounted again acts 
of treason committed by the TJtfIc Russian 
population, and concluded as follows : — ■ 

No inoaHixre is too severe against traitors. Nowadays 
there is no time for handing over those wretches to mili- 
tary courts. There is to be a short examination of the 
accused and of witnesses, a short protocol is taken down, 
and tho accused are shot as diiterrcnt examples for the 
population. That is how it ought to be done if in one’s 


own country orii* timls oneself in a worse po><!itioii than 
the eiu'my, and thus alone shall we he jvhU^ to di'feiul 
<»urselves against traitors. 

The third Onb'r of f h<^ same dal e, shorl<Tand 
.still mon* troiiehanf . [irtLstM’ihivs the immodiate 
oxeeution of anyone suspecd of tronsoTi in 
face of the oiuuny " (nn(ft:slclits dos /^'rin-dcR ini 
jeder d<‘s Vernifs Verddrlit }<jf kurz nivdErzu^ 

nifirhFii). 

Similarly, in im Ordtu' dafed Sfauislmi ( h]ast 
(Jalieia), Augtist Jl, Pdlt, the wollkiutwn 
Aust ro-l Inngarian (‘omman<ler, (huu*nil Kiivess, 
}ji.sist.iMl on tlH‘ u(‘<*i\ssity of f lu* troops, indoating 
with (lit' Rtissophilc^ [>of)ula( ion. “divesting 
tlu'insidves as soon *is possi})l(‘ of peatte habits,** 
be(*aiise “ inelintif ion to lonieney is bore pc^r- 
foetly iiiadinissiblo and a downright erimo 
ugaiiist oiKj’s own army ! ** 

Tlies4^ Orders did not romain a ilmid h'ttt'r. 
They w<*n5 ji]>pti(Ml diirirtg tin* n*t.r(‘a1, an«l they 
were ajiplicul still more whent^vei* the Anst ro- 
il iingurian troops reoemipif'd Little Russian 
eountry. Tlu^ following ease, r(q>orted in tlu» 
Vienna Arlie.ltRr-Zelt tnnf^ in i>eei‘mber. It) IS, 
may sc*rvi*. as (;xarnj>l(^ : “ As to a fu.th(‘r I want 
to tell my w»)e to you in this hd-ter," wrote in 
August, HM o, Romh»irdi<‘r V. Unndiuk, (jf the 
.*lrd Kit'ld Artillery Regim(*nt, to the d(?]>nty 
r(q)r('senting his const it uency in ih<' Oiet. I Its 
parents were good Ukrainians, and when tho 
war }>rok(» out uml ho was called up they told 
liim to }>e brave* and elo his fluty. Rut then he 
heard that his father was hangeil and iiis mothe^r 
had during tlu^ past year been dragged from ono 
prison tfj ariotlu^r. He was willing to fight, but 
he wa.s sorry fe>r his [)oor mother, who only onco 
in every 24 hours gf)t some soup atid boiled 
maize. On iiifjuiry it was found that his father, 
a village elder of Hliboka, had been executed 
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because he was alleg,*fl to have said on the entry 
of Knssian troops into the village on Septem- 
ber 12, 1914, “ Thank God that wo have lived to 
see the things for which wo have waited long,’* 
and “ Now overytliing will be Russian, we shall 
bti abh) to live.” But it was not by court- 
martial that Aloxa Handiuk was eondenined, 
uot even by a drum-head court-martial, lie 
was condemned to dt^ath V)y a corporal of tla^ 
constabulary, Biig(‘n T\laf)pa, and the vc^rdict 


trian Parliament, and of five associates of 
theirs. On August 23, 1915, a military court 
condemned all seven to death for high treason, 
though most of them had been in prison since 
the outbreak of the war and could not there 
fore have conmiittod acts coming under the 
jurisdiction of that court. But then the argu- 
ment of the verdict passed in A.D. 1915 (a docu- 
ment extending over 49 folio pages) started 
with the wonls, “ Abmit the year 1000,” and 



RUE DE PRINCE MICHEL, BELGRADE. 


was carried out by his orderly for a payment of 
five Austrian crowns (al>ouf Is.). 'Fhe corporal, 
moiv‘ovc*r, adniittt'd liaving aided in tin* same 
way in throe other eases. On further inquiry 
it was found that his action* was juslitied by 
onlors receiveil from his superiors. It was thus 
that “ Central European culture ” fought 
agiiinst 'Psarist barlmrisni. When on the break- 
down of t.h»i Russian revolutionary armies in 
.July, 1917, the Austrians were once more 
julvancing into East Galicia, the Vienna 
Soi'ialist paper, the Arheiter-XctftnKj, piiblishc*d 
a lea<ling article under the significant lieading, 
AicJtf ]innt}cn ! (Do Not Hang I). 

'Phe judicial trials were not much better. It 
will sulPieo to niiMition thi‘ trial of Maikov ami 
Kurylovitch, Kussophile members of the Aus- 


analyscd the history of East Galicia sinci' that 
date. 

The di'feats suffered in Galicia and Serbia ii^ 
1914 killed German Austria’s original enthu- 
siasm for war. It was succeeded not by despair 
or grim detorininatioii, but by a cold, lifeless 
imlifferonce. The Viennese watched what 
seemed to portend the impending destruction of 
the realm in leisured nonchalance, vacant -eyed, 
unconcerned. Then* was no r(\gret for the lost 
provinces, no sympathy for the homeless 
refugees from Galicia who by tens of thousands 
were crowiling into Vienna, no faith in Austria's 
cause and no confalenco whatsoever in her 
Government and army. The total absence of 
positive qualities in the .Austrian ruling <*lasses 
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was brought out with an apptilling cloarnoss. 
But wliori tho Gormans broke tlio Russian front 
in (hilioia, advanced into Poland and JJthuania 
and conquered Serbia, the story was told oiu*c* 
more about Austria’s gr(‘atness, vitality aial ^ 
future. Ilcrniann Bahr, a leading Vienna 
litterateur (to give one example from anu)ng 
many), expatiated on The Miracle of Austria : 

“ The greatest of all surprise's of the war is that 
Austria, so frequently declared dead, is still 
aliv(>, more so than ovor. I’ho most stu])id of 
all the cant talked before the war was that con- 
cerning Austria’s coming disruption. It was 
assumed for certain that Austria’s nationalities 
wished to jmrt and w<Te kept togeth(‘r by 
external pressm*o alone. . . . And now ? Wdiat 
a different picture ! All Austria is at. one, in 
will and in its readiness for sacrifice, (k rmans, 
Slavs, and Magyars are brotlaM s ; no more squab- 
bles, harmony everywhere — A\istria exists oia^e 
more ! Tt seems a miraeje. Who would have be v 
lieved it ? ” And the qnasi-Socialist, J)r. Karl 
Renner,in the Socialist i\a^y,t\^oA rheiter-Zeitinuj, 
echoed this same sentiment in quasi-sck‘ntiti<* 
language : “ Austria-Tlungary has proved its 

vital st length ami then'by its right to existfaa*e.” 

If the German victories lual made .Austria’s 
continued existences possible, internal victory 
and reconstruction were to make it Geirnan. 
“ The northern, eastern and southei n irr<‘<lenta 
in Austria and international republicanism have 
been defeated,” wrote in December, 1915, Dr 


Kranz Kh'in, one of tlu^ most promintMit 
(U'rman Austrians, wlu) was subsecpiently to 
become Minister* of .histic(‘. “ An o[)en and 
cK'ar acknowledgnaait- of true loyalty is to l><» 
<k‘mandt‘<l from idl the citiz(*ns and a remincia 
t ion of all connexion with foreign count ries. . . . ' 
Archduke f’rederick, in a secrc^t na*m<a"andum 
dated Septiauber 25, 1915, (explicitly dcMiiaiak'd 
that “the organization of the llapshnrg Mon 
archy, of its Slates and provincu^s, Im* adai>t(‘d to 
tlu’ results of tfu^ military campaign.” Admin- 
istration, schools and army wen^ all descrilM*d 
as in need of drastic n'foi’in. But, howexer 
iniadi Count Stiirgkh’s Government had tri«*d to 
act in acc(_>rdance with directions r<*ceivcd from 
t h(^ Army Comnaind, it had not sncc(M‘d(‘d in 
satisfying its cxpcctat ions. ft was frankly 
dcscrib(‘d as incapable of carrying out t}i(‘ 
r(*(|uircd chang(‘s. “ I’lio (Jovernment which 
had not known how duly to appreciate the 
numerous signs that tciakaicic's liostilc to tla^ 
State wer(‘ germinating and growu’ng raf)idly in 
almost all proxinccs with a Slav or Italian 
population, and which has ])rov(‘d incap}lbl(^ 
even in tlu^ decisiv(3 hour of successfully lighting 
tin? dcstiuctive conse(jU(Mi(*(^s of tla^se move- 
ments, will hardly b(i equal to the incomparably 
high(‘r demands of th(^ future^” 

Kver since Se.ptianlna*, 1914, tla^ (icrinan 
Nationalist parties of Austria, gathered in the 
so-call(3d German National TTnion (Deutscher 
Kationalverband), had been at work preparing 
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their own pr^ip^nirnine for reconstruction — i.e. for 
tiif? Cc^rinn.ni/.aHon of Austria. Hocourso seems 
to have been fn'tjuently liad to Iferr von 
Tschirs(rhky,the (hninan Ainbassacior at V^iennn; 
occasional conf(a*c*nc<^s w’ere held with represen- 
tative members of the (ierman Iteiehsta", an<l, 
as t he Iimdta* of th<^ Austrian Pan-( Jermans, 
H(*iT M. Iv. Wolf, admitterl in a speecli at 
'^i^jschen in Marcdi, 1917, he and some other 
<h*rmari Austrian lead(‘rs vv<^nt <^ven so far as to 
submit tlaar schcanes for Austria’s reconstruc- 
tion to the Oerman (9ian(!i^lIor, Her von 
He^thniann llollwt^j^, and other prominent 
( ierman politicians. Acc.ordinj^ to t his account, 
the sclierne was approv<^d by “authoritative 
<*ireles ” in lhalin, with tla^ remark that tht» 
allianeo between (Jerimuiy and Austria-Hun- 
gary, in orde.r to b<! powerful, rt'cjuired in future 
strong and firm <liscdpliiu^ within Austria (c.*? 
niUfis in Oslv.rre.ich e i ne st rn tnniv nnd stroftfjt' Tiiivhi 
koinmen). Hy the spring of 11115 the (ha'inan 
national purti<\s had draftt'd t h(‘ir list of }>ro- 
|>oHals and dtunands and communicat(*d them 
to the leaditij^ (h^rmafi pai’ty of the Upper 
House, the so-ealled erfafisutuff^partei . to t h<' 
Uhristian Socialists (the (Jerman (Hcuictals) and 
to the Austrian ( Jov<Mnm<ait- itst^lf. After tlr* 


proposals had boon discussed between the 
different parties a common programme was 
agreed upon, and its final draft was signed on 
Soptombeu’ 28, 1015, by Dr. Gross, a German 
member from Moravia, for the German 
Nationalists ; J^r. Weisskirchner, the Mayor of 
Vienna, for the Clericals ; and Dr. Fuchs for the 
Germans in tlu^ lJ])per House. A common 
memorandum was thereupon presented to the 
Austrian IVcanier, Cotmt Stiirgkh, and also to 
th(' (V)mmon Aust ro-Hungarian ministers. But 
not a word about these developments was 
allowcfl to be published. Parliament was not 
sitting, and an exciuxlingly stw^ei’o censorship 
prcwcntetl even the German Austrian press from 
<liscussing delicate probkans of internal policy. 
Uilo^ most of Austria’s history during the first 
two years of tlm war, the negotiations which 
now followed between the Austrian Cabinet, 
the 8upr(Mne Army f 'Oinmand, and the German 
pai-ties had to rcanain shrouded in darkness. 

AVdicaj on J^ecember 1, 1111.5, a change super- 
vened in the ministries of the Interior, of 
Finan(‘e and of Commerce, it was not eon- 
sid<a’ed necessary in any way to explain them to 
the public. “ At pn'sent we are unable to 
answtu* th(' rpiest ion why siifiicient coui tcsy has 
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Dr. Gross speaking. (The sitting of the Reichstag was suspended during the period covered in this chapter.) 
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not been shown to the public to explain to them 
the reasons of these changes, be it at least in a 
few words,” wrote the leading Vienna daily, tho 
Neue Freie Prease, “ an<l why events of such 
importance are allowed to pass without com- 
ment.” “ New ministers, but no new Cabiiu't 
. . . . The policy of the Cabinet remains 
unchanged,’’ had been the olKleial announce- 
ment. Still this was not a m(‘re change of 
persons. The old ministtirs had all thrc’se been 
of the purely burc^auerat type, me?) who laul 
never consi<lered it their duty, and who baxl 
never boon expected, to develop a policy of their 
own, but had tak<*n their oi-dcrs f?-oin th#^ 
C^ourt, the Army Comnmnd oi* even the Hun- 
garian ( h)vernment. They hud been in oil ice 
since 11)11, chiefs of tho Civil S(‘r\ ice rat la ‘i* than 
ministers of the West Kuropean type. 'The 
new men wore docideilly ?)a)ie ]>ron)incnt yier- 
sonnlities, (‘specially tho ]Minist(‘r of tla* Tn- 
torior. Prince Kcjiuad /.u IToluailolK^-Schillings- 
furst, a brother of Pi iiice Ootlfi'i<‘d, tlu* Austro- 
Hungarian Ambassador at Ih'ilin. In social 
(juestions rather t*adi(‘ah ho uas an (‘xtreiiK' 
cent ralist in inb'rnal pcjlitics and (^v(‘i v inch an 
( xponent of the Austrian Staafsidrv, Kimn 
1888 to 100.*) he had scr\'ed in (he political 
administration of dilterc'ut Austi*ian pi‘o\ inc(»s, 
among otlicjs of lloheinia. In 1 lMh‘l h(‘ was 
appointed (lovernoi’ of t Ik^ Ihikovina, and 
from 1004 to lOOO was Governor of "I'rieste, 
where he ex(*ellod in lighting the Italian irre- 
d(‘nta. Afjpointed Prime Minister in A])i*ih 1000, 
he resigni^d at the (aid of two months, perhaps 
the only Austrian Preanier during the last 25 
y(‘ars (^f her (jxistcaieo wlio w^as known to ha,\'c 
I'csignod on a question (»f ])olitical ])iincipl(*. 
H(^ t hen retui’iK'd to the goN'ernorship of 'rii<‘s(«‘ 
and embarked on an (nc'U sha?’p(‘r, almost ])i-(c 
vocative anti- Italian ]:>olicy — it was about lOlO 
that ( ilonc'ral Conia< 1 von 1 1 «’>t /.cn< h n ff, as ( 'hi<‘f of 
the Austro-Hungarian ( Jcn(‘ral Staff, w'as press- 
ing for immediati^ war against Italy. W hen in 
February, 1015, frantic jittcaiipts w(‘r(* mack* by 
the (k'litral Poweis to kc*(‘]> Italy out. of th<^ war, 
I^rinee Hohenlolu^ had to vaeat(‘ his post and, 
although a man of about 50, t.ook a eoimiiission 
in tho army. It scuans more tlian probable 
that tho Supreme Anny (k)inmand and General 
Conrad von Hotzendorff, who was once more at 
the head of the General Staff, had eliost^ii 
Hohenlohc for the work of rc^easting Austria’s 
internal policy and administration. Thc^ mean- 
ing of his appointment w'^as rendered still more 
obvious by tho clioice he made of an assistant. 


On January 27, 1010, Haron von Handel, 

Governor of Uppia* Austria, was seconded to the 
Ministry of tlie Interior as Chief of tlu^ Legis- 
h\tive Doyiartnient, ” to h('!]i in y>i*opai*ing the 
different hills and n'foiins in tlic administration 
of the State rendcM’t'd ncccs^uy hy t h<' ('VH^nts 
of the w^ar.” As tlu‘ Si Ut Freiv Prrssr pointc'd 
out, it was now’ foi- tli(‘ lirst- tina^ ollicially 
stated that ‘"the war and the conditions 
crc'att'd hymilitaiy events ncri'ssit at imI internal 
r(M*onstrnction.” Th(‘ ostcai tat ions way in 
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Cerman Amhiissador in V ienna, 

which the announcement was made wa*- 
probably mc'ant to jnepnie ]»ublie opinion for 
fai'-riMudiing translornml ions. iVhont. t he sann* 
lim(‘ the lirst ineasur(‘ of .-.o-ealled ” I’efonn 
was enaided. In the last flays f>f .lanuaiy. 
101(», Count (’oinlenho\'(‘, (lu^ Governor of 
Ho}i(*mia, publisliefi an ordir excluding the 
(V.ceh lnngnag(' from ititeirial use in tli(5 t’ivil 
Scrvic'e. of the ( V.eeh ]H‘o\'inces. Oia^ of th«^ 
most cont(‘ntions language probkans in Austria 
was finis ai bit.iai ily settk^d in t-lie ( kainan 
sense'. 

'I’he fdiaiigcs in the Ministrir^s of Commerce* 
and Kinanei* were not eoimcHded with infernal 
refoi'in, but with th(? coining negoiiafions for a 
iHwv (Munmcrcial treaty with Hungary (the so- 
calknl which, according to l.hc 

Sett leiiK'nt of 1807, had to bet reratwed evftry 10 
ycai*s) and for an (xtonornie rap prftchumtyit with 
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Oemiany. “ The three new Ministers have one 
thing in common,” wrote the Neue Freie Presse 
on December 1, 1915. “In the different phases 
of their careers all of them liave formed numor- 
■owa connections with (Germany and her political 
and economic leaders.” The new coui'so to be 
^*te(^recl w’as to be German. 

In December, 1915, after the changes ha<l 
been made in the Austrian Government, the 
joint programme of the German parties was 
passed for publication. It was part of the now 
movornent for “ Central European Union,” 
•of wliich Friedrich Naurnann was the chief 
prophet. In the Gorman jjrogramme of Sep- 
tcmiber, 1915, on(j of the first paragraj^hs ran 
as follows : “ The alliance with the German 

Empire, which has proved of such grc*at value 



BARON VON HANDHL. 

Chief of the Legislative Department, Austrian 
Ministry of the Interior, 1916. 


in the present hard times, must be a<lhnred to. 
Wc‘ must acoordingly aim at an intimate^ 
economic raj)prochement between Austria- 
Hungary ami Geiinany, a commercial and tardl 
union which is to be establislied gra<lually with 
due regard to economic development. Com- 
nu'rcial tn'aties with other States are to be con- 
cluded in common with the German Empire.” 
The demand of the German Nationalists for a 
•constitutional union with tlie German Empire 
thus suddenly took on the guise — or rather 
disguise — of a question of economics. The 


blessings of Free lYade, or at least of freer trade, 
became obvious to case-hardened Protection- 
ists — ^but yet these blessings were discerned 
only in relation to Germany. About Novem- 
ber, 1915, the Neue Freie Presse^ notoriously 
in the service of Berlin, started a regular cam- 
paign in favoiu* of a Central European Customs 
Union, part of the new German course signalleil 



PRINCE KONRAD ZU HOHENLOHE- 

schillingsfOrst. 

Austrian Minister of the Interior, 1915-1916. 


by the changes in the Cabinet. Old diplomats, 
late Cabinet Ministers, university professors — 
all were mobilized to discourse on the qm^stion. 
By the end of the year Millel-Europa acquireti 
such prominence that the Christmas numbers 
of the leading Vienna papers published regular 
symi>osia on Central -European Union. How- 
ever much economic questions uore kept to the 
fore, only to the blind could tho cloven hoof 
of political eonsi derations remain hidtlen. 
In the Neue Freie Presse Dr. Marchot, a late 
Austrian Minister of Education, having re- 
peated a certain amomit of economic platitudes, 
openly blurted out that there was a coniu'xion 
between tho future relations of the Central 
Powers and the settlement of the nationnlity 
problem in Austria. . . . “ Austria will have 
to bo formed into a centralized State, in which 
something liighcr is put above the different 
component parts. This is tho iflea of the Aus- 
trian State which . . . has to be enforced 
with energy. The connexion with tho deve- 
lopment of our future relations to Germany 
is clear ; the idea of German culture i>recludes 
one-sided oppression, but demands that par- 
ticular interests be subordinated to the good 
and interest ot the whole ” — i,e., the national 
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intorosts of tho non-German nationalities to 
those of the German alliance. And again in 
the Christmas number of tho \4eiina Zeit, it 
was thus that Herr Ki*nst Bixssorinann, leader 
of the National Liberals in tho German Reich- 
stag, pleaded warmly in favour of economic 
union : “ Special importance seems to attach to 
tho general political meaning of tho mattor. 
Tho nations expect ... as close a union as 
possible and have little understanding of formal 
^lifficultios. . . . There w’ould bo disappointment 
if after the* war things wore to remain what they 
were before. This is especially true of Austria- 
Hungary, where great things are expected from 
an economic union witli the stronger German 
Empire.” 

How “ great ” these “ expectations ” were 
in the commercial circles of Austria is best 
shown in tho same issue of the Zeit by an 
article from Herr Gunther, <lirector of the Aus- 
trian Mining Union. 

Whon two great and equally strong parlies join in an 
eeoiKunicj union, then this may bo of prolit to both sides. 
But th(‘ weak cannot bear such coiniminity with th<» 
strong without siiccuinbiiig, unless ho can gain hy I ho 
coinmunily all tho advantages which the strong oiu* uses 
in fighting other p<‘oplo. . , . We eannot, luavovor, 
4‘Xpcct help from W'ithout, not even from the best friend, 
because economic union in itself does md bring any help, 
.at least not at first. It does not givt* us tlie advantag<* 
of low taxes, it does not reduce tho fri'ight on our railway 
Jino.s, it not bring us closer t<» tho .sea, ami it does 

not do away with quarrels whi<'h national antagonisms 
rtiid a jjctty spirit have so often caused in the* past, 
can expect ln*lp only from ourselv^es. . . . 

I’he closer cconoiiiio union with tho tJ(‘rnuin Kinpire 
can bo bought finally only at th<» cost coinplet<' or 
partial sacrifi(!e of our own pnxluct ion. . . . 


A« Count Tiftztii put it iu a spoeeh dolivt'rod 
ou January 4, 1916, in which he threw cold 
water on tho wild political prtJpaganda in 
favour of Central Europe, economic problems 
were discussed by thret' typt\s of men — doc- 
trinaires, politiciams, aiul pniclieal busim^ss 
men, who have to pay for the mistakes made 
by tho otlu'r two types. In Austria the 
politicians woro most [aromiiu'ut of nil. ‘ 

The union wdtli Gt'riiumy w'ais to have served 
as an excuse for Gtanuanizing Ausli iai avnd as a 
safeguard for ils remaining German once it 
had become so. It wais airguc»l that bcfon> 
Germany could commit licrs(*lf to such a closi^ 
alliance, Austria- Hnngauy had to In' inavale (it 
to eonchido \i -hihuhiissfdhifj \ its dt'Uu- 
laiimtion to adhere to tlie alliance' was to 
})laccHl above all doubt, which coulel bo dono 
ill no other w^ay than by establi.shiiig a-n abso- 
lute German prc'ilominance within Austria. 
On the other ham I, t hroiigli such an allianeo 
G(‘rmany w’ould Jiavc' aecpiireel an inh'rost in 
upholding the now distrihution of f)ow<*r 
wdthin Austria. In an iiite‘rvit‘W givt'ii to (he 
Nchc Frete Fresse in Jnms 1918, the' (hTinaii 
N'^ice-Chanccllor, Herr von J'ayer, of)enIy Jiinleel 
at the salutary rt’irrts of such a “ de<*peiu><l ” 
alliances : “ Many a worry c»an hi* saved to 

Austria-Hungary, which is freipituitly torn hy 
its internal national struggles, if it is known 
that a faithful ally sta.nils by it, interested in 
its existence as a Sl!de and in its welfare.” 

“ l''he changes whieli have beiut found 
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necessary shall be made in the constitution, 
as also change's in tho stain ling orders of 
Parliaiiw;nt ” was anothtir paragraph of the 
Austrian-Gornian programme of Sciptember 
1915. “ Kor tho Gormans in Austria tho 

position has t-o bo secured which tho interests 
of tho State demaml. . . . Gf^rman is to bo 
made Mic‘ olTicial languages to an extent fully 
satisfying th(3 noc’ds of tho State. an<l of a. 
properly organiziMl administration. The c'eii- 
tral administration is t-o b«^ reform<‘<l and tlie 
provin(*ial autonomy is to bo dov4‘]o|KHl. The 
G<'rman eliaraeter of tln^ (Jerma-n provinces 
and districts {(jUiuhr tind lifnl 

especially of the [m[)erial <‘a[»ital ViiMina, 
must be safeguard led.” In tlie thirhsait h 
month of the war not a word was said by tlie 
Parliamentary i't‘pi*esentat ives of the (iis'inaii 
Na.tiona, lists and < ’lerieeJs a-boul tlr' ikshI ot 
Hiimmoning l*ajiia.mc*nt , \\lii<*li liad not mt‘l. 
since Mareii, 191 t. In ia.<‘1, t he\- <lid in>t 
waul it to me<*(. Mad tin* (iov( rnment wished 
to summon it they wouhl lia\e t»*i(‘d to pri^vent 
such a ” pnanat m*<* " rcNissemhling. 9'hoso 
nna,e(nniint(Hl with the political jargon oi 
German vVustria. uoiihl haa'c hardly giu'ssed 


what an abimdance of schemes lay hidden 
Ijolow the elaborately dark phraseology of the 
German- Austrian pr ograi nine. 

Necessary changes ” were to be made in 
the constitution. What were they ? Galicia, 
anti possibly also Dalmatia, outlying provinces 
which contained no Gorman minorities and in 
which, thertd'ore, the German nationalists had 
but a st^condary interest, were to have been 
exchidtMi fnnn tht? Austrian Parliament, so that 
a doeisiv^e majority eonld have been secured in 
it for tbf^ Germans as .igainst the Czechs, Jugo- 
slavs arid Italians. Uien at last would tht) 
( it'rmaiiH iiave ht?ea abit' to introtluco tho same 
tlegree of diseipliue in Austria which tJie 
Magyars (‘iihirced agaiust their su})jeet nation- 
alities in llungaiy. The (exclusion of (Jalicia 
could havt^ betai int)st easily carried tint by 
j#)ining it- up to Kussian Poland — tlu'ough 
fill' so-called Austr'iaji solution of tlu* Polish 
<,)ucstion. Por t his ns-isoji llie ( hu'man national 
parties of Austria supportiMl the sehome. 

Whilst tlii'n^ was a. [)ossi})ility of the (haanans 
tinding t h('msi.»l \'t‘s in a minority in tJi(' Austrian 
Pa-rliamcfit , by lli(‘- Poll's crossing ovia’ 

to the Slav side, t ht\\' wiae aversi' from changing 
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the standing orders of the Austrian Parliament, 
which rendered effective obstruction possible. 
It was the German Nationalists who in 1897 
had for the first time successfully defied the 
rule of the majority a-nd killed Piirliamentary 
life and governiiuMit in Austria.. Ihit hohling 
most of the posts at Court, in the higl\ bureau- 
cracy, and in t he Army C()miua.nd tiiey pndVrred 
uni:»arli ament ary government to tlie [)ossibi!ity 
of a Parliamentary Slav gov(*rnment. Still 
had tke (Talieian menibi*rs been nanovod from 
the Vienna Pa.rliam<Mit and a ( h*rman majority 
been established in it, it wt)ul(l h.xve bncni to 
their intt^rcist to curb the pow^T of minorities 
and even to depri\'e them of legitimah* rights, 
"riiiwt is why a chang(^ in the standing orders of 
l*a.rliamont was to hav^'c followed on the 
“ necessary tdianges ” in the constitution. 

ddio deman<l for making ( hu-man t he oiheial 
language did not eiivis»».g<^ e.\:<dusi v(’l\' icstlajtic 
<*onwi<lorations of Jiarmony a-nd uniformity 
within the State, but was <‘ss«aitia.lly to th<^ 
interests of th(' job hunt ing (hu’man Nationalist 
intf'Uigi.nifiia. Pow(*rful iji t-ho ctJiitral otli(*es, 
thciy wore iinabU' to mono])olize the .smalka* 
posts ill the non-(derman province's as long as 
th(' use of th<' vernacMilar was admitt<‘tl, whi<*h 
the (h^rnians were too proud or tt)o la.'/.y to 
learn. 

Onc(' Austria's centra.1 Parlianand^ wa< Ger- 
ma.niz<Hl, it would hav(' b(*i*u easiest to (hM'ina iiiz** 
th(i country by a centralization of the (govern- 
ment. and by limiting the powers <if loea.l non- 
(Jerman majcjrities. d'his. ho\\(*ver, <*ould not * 
have been <lone because? of a family leuel in the* 
(de'rman liamp — the (h*rma,n (deu’ic.als whe» we're? 
dominant in the* .I)ie*ts of the- backwarel Alpine* 
provinces le:)okeel upon lex-.al autoimmy as a 
bulwark against tiny possible* a,n( i -< le'rical 
majority in the central J*a.rlia.meait. d'he? (h?r- 
mari intorosts in t he* province-s hael there»fe)re* to 
be covered by the? p(*culia.r se?nt<_*nc<^ deanafidirig 
that the? (Jerman char<ictt*r e)f the? “ Ge.-rman 
provinces and districts ” should l>e se?cur<?el. 
Could anything have- se>unde*el more re;asonable* Y 
I^ut its meaning was tliis : that in proviiicejs 
where tiie? Ge^rirams formed a j/iajorit\' the 
comple^to dominion of t he; ma.jority shejuld be? 
established ; in pre>vinof's wh(*rc? the* (h3rmans 
forrneel a minority the (ierman elistricts shejuhl 
bo oxc*mptod from the rule of the? nori-GeMinan 
majority. When in 1918, aft(*r the? final col- 
lapse of Russia, an Indian summer came; fea 
the Germans in Austria, tliis principle* was put 
into practico ; by an Impe*rial Order of May 19, 


] 



A MAGYAR PKASANT IN NATIONAL 
COS I L/MIt. 

1918, tin; elistrie-.ts of Polu;mia irdiabite*ei by 
the* (h-rman minorit\' wea-e se;parate>d from those 
mhabite*el by the? (Jze*e;li rnaje>rity, but in Styria 
anel ( Jarinlliia., where; the* Slovenes we-re^ in a 
minority eigain.-^t the* (h-riiuins, a similar divi- 
siejii was ete-ednre-d “ inaelniissible bejcause? of tho 
itonditions ol sett le*me;nt;.' 

Of the re?forms de*nninele;el by the* th'rman 
partie*s none? cejulel havt; he;e;n carriexl thre)ng}i 
Parliam<*nt. Galicia c*onld not have b(3e?ri 
c*xcluele*el he‘<!*iijse; changi‘S in the constitutiej/i 
r«‘<piire*tl a tw'o-thirds majority, which tho 
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CJoriiiiiiis t<)p;pt}i(‘r witli thc^ Polos <Ji(l not po'^- 
s(*ss, i^spooially as tho Gorman S<K;ialist.s Cfinhl 
not liavo boon roliod upon. J^ut with tho oon- 
stitiitjVm unoJiangoil it not Jiavo boon safo 

t<j ohangtj tlio stniiding onlors of l^arliiMiiont. 
And undor tho old standing ordors ovon thoso 
l<*gislat i v<‘ proptisals which ro<]uirci<l inoroly a 
si]n))Io majority could not liavo bocMi carried. 
.Morc'ovor, tli»* Poh\s, as long a.s they rtanainod 
part of Austiia, liad an intorosf, in prov«*nting 
a crushing <l(‘foat and tho final muzzlijig of tho 
<V.o<*]»s, otlH'rwiso they would hav'o lost thoir 
value as an ally lo tin* Aii^^trian <l(*rnia.ns, just 
as tin* <I^*nlla.|^ Austria.ns had to lo*op tin* 



THE NAIL-DRIVING CULT IN AUSTRIA. 
The Archduchess Marie Valerie (daughter of the 
Emperor) hammerini^ a nail into a wooden hfiure 
of a Crusader. Each nail represented a small 
subscription to the Austrian Red (]ross Fund. 

fuilioian ITkrainians a.Iivo in «»rdt*r to have a 
ohi*ok on t-h»* Poh*s. 

What, tho < iorinan Naitiona lists iioodoal was 
i\ strong Au.'^triiin i Jovornmont proparo<l to 
carry out. flu* 4losirod roup d'etut in thoir favour 
in tlu* manner they desired. Hut tho Govorn- 
nu*nt, led b\' tlu* Supreme Army <\imiimiuh 
tluiugh no Jt'ss kt'on to crush tlu* rebellious 
siibj<'ot nationalities, saw* its ideal in a c*onfral- 
izc<l ( h*oat- Austrian Staf«*, not In a small 


(Germanized Austria. In one direction its ambi- 
tions went farther than those of the Ger- 
mans. In his rnomorandum of Septem- 
ber 25, 1915, Archduke Frederick had de- 
manded a change in the organization of the 
Hapsburg Monarchy, not of x\u>stria alone, and 
had mentioned its States, not merely its pro- 



ANOTHER WOODEN FIGURE FOR 
NAILING. 

viiioos. Tn oflior words, lu^ did not stop short 
of Iliingary ancl tlu^ Sc'ttloinont f>f 18<i7. 
A list ria.-lTnngary was no longer to bo einr 
Monatchie auj Kiindigung—^^n Kmpir<*. wdiioli 
ronld bi*. torminatod by giving notice — as 
ombittori^d centralists dosoribod it because 
nn<lc*r tho St'ttlomont it was necessary to n*now 
flic agroonu*nt with Hungary (*v('ry 10 yt^irs. 
And as far as tlu* j»u‘ro (piostion of exti*nding 
tlu' Ausgh’h'h (c'oonoinic agioonK'iit with llun- 
gary) n\'(‘r longt'i* pi‘rio(ls w'as <roiu*.ornod,tlu‘ 
Groat- Austrians had tlu* support of tho ( h*rman 
Xatioualists. IToro again thc^ solu*mo of df/V/rZ- 
supplied a oom euiont t*xousef<.>rohango- 
before a c*losi* oommoroia! alliaiio(mouldhavebo<‘M 
concluded wdth (rjennauy tlio mutual relations 
of tlio two States of tlio Hapshurg Monareh\ 
would havt^ lunl to bo j)lac*ed on a more pornuv 
iient. basis. As tlu^ ( Jermau-Austrian liistorian. 
Herr Frie<ljnng, ]>ut it in an article published in 
the Vossischc Z,v\tnng on March (>, 191 1 >, t hf*ro 
luul l>ec*n a diffeienet* of opinion with regard to 
C<*iitral-Furoijean luiitui hetweou tlu* Austrian 
and the Hniigariau Governments. 4'he Aus- 
trian (’abiiu't was iinmeilia.toly prepared to 
lu'gofiati* fora eomnu*reial treaty w’ith Germanx' 
exti'iuling over a long pc'riod of y<‘ar.s ; among 
other <*onsiilerations it was movi*d hy tlu* fa-ct 
that tlu*ri'by the* eommereial arul ]/olitical 
n*1ations between Austria and Hungary wiai.M 
be plaeetl on a permanent basis. This would 
bi* an a.dvantag<* of very c*onsi<lerable import- 
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ance for the Monarchy. A view 

was taken by the Hungarian Ca,biin‘t. . . 

Tho Magyars were a nation of nine millions, 
one of tho smallest nationalities in J'airope. 
Nevertheless tlieir po\v(‘r in Central Kurop<' 
was second to that of (.U'rmany alone. 'Plu' 
Magyar State in whicli their tlominion ex.lended 



COUNT STUKCJKH. 

Premier of Austria, 1911-1916. 


over a noii-^lagyar population more nimiertais 
t han t hoy theinselvc's, th(» Aust lo-l I nngai iaii Set- 
tl(an(3nt of 1807 which made tiieni a dominant 
factor ill tlie Hapshurg JMona.rc*liy, aial t lie 
< Jta'inan allianci* «jf J87t) through ^vlli<•ll they 
l)(^camf5 the> partner of tlie strongc'st Hmpin* 
on th(^ Kuro]>ean Continent, were \N'h<*els and 
levers in a most ma-rvidlous political inachiia^ 
whicli onlianced enormously tlic* strength of 
thc^ Magyar nation. Tin* sliglitest disloeation 
<*ould have di'stroyed its woi’king p<»\\<‘r 
t ’onnt Tisza., the (yaKdnist I riirisii !<•, knew it 
as no othc*r ^lagyar of his day seems t<» have 
known— he watched (k‘V(^lo]>meuts witli a. <leep 
understanding of tJu^ govt*rning forc<‘s a.n<l o! 
t-hc unavoidable issn«*s, aial he wa.tched men 
with a grim sense of humour. 

Hungary had to lie sov<*reign aial irulefn-u- 
di'iit, because thus ahua* conic I tin* .Mag\a.r> 
maintain their full powca* ov(*r t he* subjec-t, ra.cM‘^- 
A FTapsburg Kinpin*, a. (icsannnt mfnKtrrlur ^ 
raised abov'c^ the* Hungarian State*, would ha\«* 

♦ ‘iia-blcid thc5 Vii*nna. ( ’Ourt to filay out the* 
subject race's against the Magyars anel in tiiiu* 
to break tlie ^Magyar pe)W'e*r. A ee)nne*xie»n 
witli Austria, if kept within the limits of n 
i*oiistitutional allianee* as fonne*d in IStiT, was 


nex'Ossary to the ATagyars lie't^ausc', without. 
Austria, Hungary w’onld not have l)ee‘n a. (hc'at 
lower. .IMori'over, Hungary c'oidaine'd the 
torn-off limbs ot sc'\c'i*a.l nations of w'hie*h 
Aiistrui he'lei oth*‘r parts. Xiwv lifi' was not to 
arise in tlu' ( zee'h, »lugo-SIa.v or in<raima.n 
provinces ot Austria, oi* tlic'y might ha\'e* hc'eome 
centres of action against. Hungary. 'The' 
Magyars tlu*refor(* wisJied to sec' tin* (Ji'iiuiins 
dominant' in .\ustria, hut' oiil\’ up to a. e*<‘!*taiu 
point. '.rhc* eonllic*t hetwcMii tho Austriasi 
t le'rmans aiiel t ht'ir .sul)H'c*t race's wa^^ in turn 
nse'ful to tiu' MagNars hc'causi' it wea.kc'ut*d 
.Vustria and seeureel U' pre'dcfluinaut' position 
within t ht^ uuie>n tei the' strongly ec'ut ra.li-;t. 
Magyai* State*, 'idle'. Ce‘rman alliane*e* was ne‘ee*s- 
sary to the* Magyars, for Hungary, ha\ iiig he*e'n 
maek^ }\ prisou-liouse' fe>r ot he'i* iiat ioiiidit it‘S, w a,s 
henmel to je‘main a. ht'sie*ge'd fortress. Hut 
Austria was ne)fc to he' me*rgi'el into (k*rmany oi- 
the Magyars would liaxei got for ne'ighliexir a. 
iinite'd e*mpire' of e'ighty millions inst(*ad «if a 
niongi‘i'1 State' e>idy slightly supe'iioi* in muiihe*i’s 
to Hungary. 'The ivar-aim of the' Magyars was to 
ele'fc'at Ku.ssia, Se'ihia. and Kumania, te» gain 
stmtegie* ad\ ant age's against/ t/he'se* State's, hut. 



HK. VON SPnZMlJLI-PK. 

A leading member of the (^iihincts of ('oiint 
Stllrfikh and Count (dam-Martinic. 

ue>t to amiev any e\ t e iisi \ « • ne*\v t e*rritorie-:. 'This 
might ha.v'e- suit. Ill the; I bi [ishui'gs, hut Hungary 
a>^ «i. Magyar Impe rialist Stale* was saturate'it, 
if not. o\ ('I* sat urat <'d, w it h forc'igu cli'iucjii,-. 
A de't'cat of the (’e'litral Powe'i-s w>».s ee'itam to 
mark the* ‘‘iid of Hungarian imperialism, but. 
an e\ee*ssi\'e' \'ie*tory *jf Ce*rmany, anel >till 
mon* of the* ete*nt ralist/ Austrian Army Com- 
mand, also tbre*ateia*d the*. M.agyars wath si riou.s 
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da?i^(»rs. What thoy w anton I was a glorifiod 
sUitnH quo ante hel/nm safeguarded by the def<Hit 
of their enemies. 

Tiiroiighoiit th(? war a silent struggle pro- 
eeiKled lad-wcH'ii Count Tisza on tlie one hand 
iviid Are! id like Krederiek, (.'Otinid von lldtzen- 
<lorl‘f and the military (^Miiarilla on thc^ other, 
'riie position of a unit(‘d Army Command for 
two sejmratt^ sovereign States and collaborating 
wit h two iiul(^p(ai<liait (h>vt'rnmeiits was anyhow 
antanalous. Jt was still more diffa ult to work, 
as memories of h»st powi*r and the desire for 
re-(‘stal)lishing it haunte<l thi* Austrian military 
c‘oniman< Itu's, 

On January I, ltU5, Count J'isza. spoke as 
follows alluding to the tirmnoss and vigour 
which th<' Magyars had shown <luring the war : 
“ Hitherto we used to answcn* those wlio trieil 
to rob tlie Magyar nation of its position of 
equality as against Austria- that befon* 18G7 
centralism had brought the Monarchy to the 
verge c)f ruin, from w'hich the Magyar nation 
saved it . But now wt^ hav^e proved iii a positive 
maiyn»r the value which tliis nation presiaits 
for the Monarchy once it has rt'gaiiuHl its 
indepeiKlence.*’ 

r<‘iurne<l to the subject in his Xew Year 
atldress of DIG : - 

A'i f»ir lis Austria is cDiu'eriU'cl, is it not to he hopeJ 
thivt this wrtr has dono away with fV'orythinj? which 
has invariably iinpcdt'd harmonious coc»prration for 
ooniinon aims ? For thrco-and-a-hnlf centuries the 
Monarchy tinkered with tlic diflkcult problem of how 
the full force of the Hungarian nation could bo made 
Hcrvicoable to it« own purposes as a Great Power, . . , 


The attempt was niado to subjugate this nation to a 
centralist Empiric raised on the ruins of our national 
indopondence, hut never as long as a Magyar liv<*s shall 
wo allow ourselves to he pressed into such a formation. 

Anti then, turning to the Austrian Genaaris, 
he continued : — 

. . . The national policy of Kimgary is always willing 
to coop<*rate in the strengthi'riiiig and the inru>r con- 
solidation of the Austrian State, if for no other reason, 
heeaiise it- is also our vital intt'rest lliat the Austrian 
State be strong and cjapahh? ot action. Also in our own 
interest we nnist str«*ngthon the c<‘ntripetal forces over 
there, as against thi» fore's i>f disruption. . . . Tin' 
Hin*garian nation has tri<'d in the jatst to fulfil t his 
mission. And in the past eorn]>Iete success was lacking. 
’^Die reason of that was that Austrian patrif)listn had in>l- 
kiiowii as yet how to fn^e itself from tlie old ideas and 
ambitions of a State including both Austria, and Hungary 
{(i e sarntrei chute ndenzrn und Gctmmtreichsbeslrehumfen ). 

Ou Jauuary 5, 19 IG, ho delivered one more 
warning to the Austrian centralists that he 
>va.s watching them : “ Whoever do(»s not 

want to play the game of the ostrich cannot 
but 800 that such currents have existed and still 
exist in Atistria,’* 

Ho never neglected an opportunity of defy- 
ing and defeating the Austrian centralists. 
In January, 1916, ho succeeded in replacing 
Count Berchtold, the Austro-Himgarian Foreign 
Minister, by liis own nominee^ Baron Burian. 
With Germany he negotiated about military 
inatU‘rs directly, ahov^e the heads of the Aus- 
trian ct>ininanders. In re£Deated conferences ho 
taught the German-Austrian politicians the 
principles of Magyar statesmanship. The.se 
years of struggle and danger convinced Count 
Tisza of the need to withdraw the military 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE 


247 


forces of Hungary from under the conuiion 
command and to form thorn into an indepen- 
dent Hungarian Army — ^in 1 9 IS the Vienna 
Court and Supreme Army Comniaiwl conceded 
tlxe demand in principle. Nor was Count 
Tisza prepared to surrender any part of Hun- 
gary’s constitutional, military or economic 
independence to the Central liiiropc'au Union 
any more than to the Hapsburg Monarcliy. 

The negotiations for Cent ral European union, 
difTicult as they were, were still further com- 
plicated by being linked up with the Polish 
Question. Tho Hapsburgs might have given 
in to the Grorniaii demand for Central European 
union at the price of Cermany’s admitting the 
miion of Russian Poland with (ialicia as a third 
kingdom under tlieir 8ceptr<‘. It has b<ion 
alleged that in the sumnu r of 1915 Austria- 
Hungary might have obtained Uormany’s con- 
sent to such a scheme, but that thc^ Austro- 
Himgarian Minister for Foreign Affairs, Jhirou 
Jhirian, under Count Tis/.a\s influ(^ncH‘, de- 
liborattdy ni^gleeted to do so. Whether or not 
this allegation was tru(% it is certain tluit Tisza, 



COUNT JULIUS ANDRASSY 
(on left), Austro-Hungarian Foreign Minister, 1918. 


alone among tho Magyar statesmen, wivs at 
that time opposed to tho scheme, and that it 
took him a long time to get reconciled to it — 
even then ho n**ver inori^ than tolerated it. Ho 
never publicly explainetl his reasons. Ho may 
have consiilered the t'eoiu.»inie and military 
concessions to bt* maile to tJermany an <*xcessivo 
j>riee. Ho may have tVareii that the inclusion 
of Pt)laml ill tho Hapsburg Monarchy w’ould 
have upset the basis of its foreign policy with 



COUNT SIKIMIHN TISZA. 

Hungarian Prime MiniKter, 1913-1917. 

regard to (Jerinany aial Kussia an apprc'heu 
sion shared l>y (la: liwbding statesmen (jf (jJci* 
many; tliat the in<*hisi«)iL of a large agricul 
tural cioiint ry suc’li as Pohnid might. Iwi vo injnrcal 
tho iiitcTcsts of the* Ma.gya.r big landowners 
whom he* repn‘s<*nt-**d : hisfly, (.hat in tho 
trialist eemViinat ion Hungary might, not have 
been able* te) pre*se*rve* ( ha.1. pr<‘ele)minan<;e* which 
it Intel f stahlislie*<l ove*r Austria. imde*r (he? Dual 
Systt*iii. 

Cermany’s e>ppe)sit.ie)n to the* Austrian se*he*me) 
harehaioel as time* we*nt on. She^ we)u!el have) 
likeel be\st e.*i(hf‘r te> Intiiel hae*k Poland te> 
Rin;sia at the; price) e)f se*para.te^ pe*n.e*e) or, failing 
this, to partitie)fi it witli Austria. In I)e*c(anber, 
1915, the elivisieai of the) e*e>utitry into a (k-rman 
anel an Austrian sphe res of e)ceiipatiejn, which up 
to the*n Intel b(*e*n cove*r(Hl by tho conception of 
tho spherejs of their re^spoctivo Army (Com- 
mands, was put on a riioro re*gular basis. 
Simultaneously, liowevor, Cermany ofTicially 
abandoned tho idea of partitioning Russian 
Polanfl. In an answer to a meme>ranehim pre*.- 
sented by Haron Burian, Herr von Bethrnarm 
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FTolIwefr wrote ns ff)llows : “ Your Excellc’iicy 

liiis brt)ngh< forward a iniinber of arguments 
which dc'inoiistrato that to partition Russian 
Poland botwfion oiir States would bo against 
tht‘ir intor<\sts ^^voll during the oojiliriuance of 
tht‘ war, Jind aftt^r th(^ war would giv^j rise to 
efiiistant iToublo, and would involve a scudous 
dnrigf^r to our eastern fronti<‘rs. I theu’efore 
waive that idea.’* Tlnni, a few more attempts 
at get/tiiig Russia to conclude separate p<*aoo 
Jiaving failed, Herr von* Rethniann .Hollw<*u, in 
his speech of April 5, MHt), publicly committed 
hiiiLsolf to the statenumt that < Jermany w^ould 
iiev'<ir of her free will surrender E^oland to 
Russia. This declaration, precluding the second 
of the two alternative schemes hitherto 
ascribed to Germany, greatly raised tlie hopes 
of the champions of the Austrian solution. On 
April 23 Count Julius Aiulnissy, the* most 
prominent ainoiig them, who had repeatedly 
spok<‘n and written in supj^ort of it, publislied 
two more articles on it, omj in the Neuc Ereic 
PreftMe, the other in the Frankfurter Zeituuff. 
Rurian. wiio by that time was working strongly 


in favour of it, hurried to Berlin, convinced that 
ho would now be able to clinch the matter. He 
failed completely. Gerniany could afford to 
go slow in settling the Polish question. It 
seems likely that the idea of setting up Russian 
Poland as a s(*parate State under a joint 
Aiistro-Gcrman prott^ctorate was already con- 
sidere<l in Berlin. 

Austria’s fresh dcdcats in the summer of 1910 
and the entry of Rumania into the war ren 
tiered her absolutely clependent on Germany. 
It has been alleged that, with a view to black- 
mail, (rermany dela.y(?d sending troops into 
Transylvania, and ditl not do so until she* had 
<‘xtortcd the constuit of the Hapsburgs to her 
own Polish scheme. At the end of October, 
1010, certain VV^arsaw politicians wx'ro invitetl 
to Berlin and Vienna oflieially to present tht^ 
wishes of the Poles to the Central Powers, anti 
on Novtunber 5 a joint manifesto of the two 
Emperors was publislit‘tl promising that tlm 
Ptilish t(‘rritories eonquert^d from Russia woultl 
be formed into “ an mdopoiidont State with a 
JiertMiitary monarch and a constitutional form of 



A GROUP OF POLISH POLITICIANS 

I.eft to rl((ht, Gustav Simon (League of the Polish State), Professor Parozewski (Centre Party), 
Count Adam Ronikier (Centre), Marian Zbrowski (National). Count Ronikier was a member of the 
delegation which went to Vienna and Berlin in October, 1916. 
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AUSTRIAN WAR-LOAN ROSTKRS. 


f^ovorninoni.’ Fts froutiors wore not dofino<i 
as yot, bnt its future dopoiidonce was clearly 
marked. Tii tho union with tho two allied 
Powers, tho new Kingdom will find tho guarau- 
teos which it noods for the fi'oe dovolopinoiit of 
its force's.” 

By this sottloinont of the? Polish question the 
< ion nans had intended finally to close tho door 
on the Austrian solution anel also tej estrange 
» he' Pole?.s from tho Tlapsburgs. P^or Galicia, if 
it roiTiainod an integral part of Austria afte*r a 
king<lorn of Poland had e?omo into being, wouleJ 
have* bi'coine for tlie' Poles a Irrra irredcnfft 
like' the Pe^lish provinces of X'russiji, The 
llapsburgs would have bee'ii in the same boa.t 
with the? Ilohenzolloi'iis. With a view to foi^ng 
tho Gorman schomo, tho ruling cirede’-s in Vi<?nna 
decided, simultaneously with tlie [u'oclauiatitai 
of tho new Kingdom of Poland, to address an 
Imperial rescript to (lie Austrian Pj-eanior 
instructing liim to x^roparo jjropeisals for a 
wide onlargoment of Chilica’aii autonomy. liy 
<locrooing a souii-iud 0 ]oondent Galiein, tho I liij»s- 
>>urgs signified that ©von now thoy did not iiLsist 
on the Galician Poles being subjects of a central- 
ized ff)reign State. Moreover, a somi-inrlop(?ri- 
<lent Galicia side by side with the now semi-inde- 
pendent Polish State was bound to reialer tho 
tJlerman settlement untenable. Austria counted 
on it, that the movement in favour of union. 


whi<?h was bound to ariso in blioso two parts at 
Poland, would revive tho Austriafi solution. 

Tho autonomy of Galicia further proinise<l 
to establish tho desired (3ennan majority in 
tho Austrian Parliament, and this, of course, 
was another reason for tin? n'seript coiifu'rning 
enlarged autonomy for Galicia. But whilst 
these preparations were being made, tho p<a'iod 
of autocratic rule under wliich aloiu! tlie t rans- 
formation of Austria C'oiild have lietai effcHitively 
carried out, was fast apprcmeliing its end 

In tlio autumn of 11)1 ti a strong m<jvement 
in favom* of roassi'nibling Parliament made 
its»;lf felt in Austria,. Sojiu* of the leading 
politicsians counted on Parliament to pro\ ifhr a 
sah'ty-valvo for the growing dissat fsfact iof i 
in the days of d<’feat. TI»o inanufael unrs 
and business men wisliod it to meet, hociiuse 
tlii'y were afraid t hat tlic' new ecoiiomi<r settle- 
ment, tho AuMfjlefrh, whieii was at that time 
negotiatf?d with Hungary, if enacted without n*- 
foronco to Parliarnenf, would bo oven more 
disadvantageous to Austria than it, usually 
was. Acconling to the Setth'uient in 1 8(»7 
Hungary had a right to demand that the 
Aufif/Icirh should ho enacted in a const it 
tional manner. If tho Austrian Gov'(*rn' 
II lent proposed to do so witiiout Parlia-ment 
it would liave had to [lay for it to the Magyars 
in new concessions. The actual details of the 
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now agrooinont, of which the outlines were 
Kt^ttlefl whilst Count Stiirgkh’s . (iovornnient 
hold oflioo in Austria, were never j>uV>lishefl, 
hut, it was known that it was to have run 
for 20 instead cjf 10 years, so as to enable 
Aust ria-H ungary to negotiate an econoinkt 
ra fpprochetnent wdth Ciermariy ; that tiio 
agrarian tariffs w'<u*e to havc^ been further 
raised which would have? rra^ant fiirtlior taxa- 
tion t)f the Austrian industrial population for 
the advantagi^ of tlu^ llungariaii laiidowiiers, 
and that the, financial arrangonienl s ooncem- 
ing ooininon t^xp<*nses, which had always been 
unfair to Austria, were to have been cdiang^Ml 


still more to her disadvantage. Count Stiirgkh, 
the Austrian Preanier, declared on one occ^ion 
that “ considering the importance which at- 
taches tn continuing the Auagleich between 
Austria and Hungary, it does not matter 
wliether the Aasgleich^ as expressed in figures, 
results to one side or the other in a profit of a 
few millions a year. The^ war has proved the 
bigger irnpomlcrablo value of the Ausgleirh. 
and has through it establisliod the international 
importance of the Monarchy for all future time.” 
Still the Austrian business men, who were to 
have footed the bill, did not look upon new^ 
<'COiK>mie eoiiccssious with the same equanimity. 



AUSTRIAN-POLISH REFUGEES IN GALICIA RETURNING HOME AFTER THE 

AUSTRIAN SUCCESSES. 



THH rrMh:s iiisroin of thf waf. 


anti Tiow tor t lio first- tiiiio \vov(' ralliuo (»nt for 
Pi\riiainc*nf . Lastly, Count '^ris/.a'‘^ op[>uiu‘iits, 
M ho wt'i’i* po^^■^‘rl^‘ss ajj^aiiist him in tlio IfimLra*’. 
iaii l*ai‘IiaiinMit . (‘lanmmod tor a nuu'tinjj^ t)f 
the so-(*alU*<l I )ol<‘^ 4 a t ious, t hr rommittrrs of 
tli<‘ Austrian aiul th(‘ llnni^anan Parlia-nn'iits 
\N hirh had to dral with joint affairs; thrv 
wisluMl to attack Tis/a's ni)nhnrr, Ihnian. 'riir 
Hungarian I^arlianamt had rlrarl\ a. to 

dtanaial tha.l tin* commissions m charuc i)f 
forci^?i affairs slionld mc(‘l. ))nt thcs<‘ could 
not ha\c met without thcAuxtrian l^arliamcnt 
bcin^J: sumiiHinfMl f'a.ilini: lluaf rc‘a>.scm hli ni;, 
till' Hnmrarian I'ariianu'ut dcmaialt'd that tin* 
rfoint h^)r<‘i^n Mmistci* should apjx'ar hcha-r 
it, an<l 'ris/.a was | )rt‘| )a r(‘d to acci'dc 1o that 



COUN I APFONVI, 

A leader of the llun^urhin “Opposition.” 

d^anand. Hut- tin’s wt^uld ha\c IxMai Net a 
furtlicr cm*roachmcnt hyt h** llunixariaFj Haiii i- 
ment on jf>inf atTa.ii->- an<l _\ot a. furtlicr stcj> 
towar<ls ccanplct in^<'4 J I unjj^ai n '.' i ndc| »< ndcncc. 
Anotlnu' link would havi' .'•mapped between the 
two parts of the Ha])sbur;.i' Monarchv. It wa.-^ 
1 his da!i^t*r w hi<;h mado the ^ucati'st 1 1 1 ■ | )r(‘>.>.ii m 
on t hf^ Austrian ccnti’alist circles, c'V'cn on the 
autocratic* Su])r(*me Aiiu\' (U>inmand. in Oc - 
tc)ber 2i(*rnussioii was ^i\'en ojienly to <iiscus^ 
the question of reassemldine tJie Austrian 
I^triiament. On October '22 tljc J*j'<*.si<Ieijt. 
of the I^owcr House, a (krman Nationalist 
M'iio liad iiitlicrto comjdac*eii I j watclic'd it.s 
ecli[).s^». was to Jiavc. mf‘t the leaders of lire 




ditt(‘renl parties in a- eenft'iU'ueo. Hitl it was 
ill a- «lift«*rent \\a\* tlial t lu* unpailia.nu'ut ai’\’ 
hr-t Sftirtfk'/t was destiiiiil to come to 
an end. 

On Ortobi'i* :! I t'(»ui;t Siui'Likb wa-. shot b\ 
l)r. tnc'hieli .Vditi*. tlx- .'■-un of ! la* distiu- 



I)K. VICriOK AI)Li:i<, 

Soci-.ilisI Leader ; ufterwurds PirNt horci^ii Miiiislci 
ol the ( »eriiian- A usi riari Kepoblic. 

iiui'^hed SiM'ialel l<adi'r. and sub, ei pient I \ 

lira koi'eiLUi ol ilx' th im.ui iXii^tiian 

Ikpubln*, I )r. \ jel«a Xdlor. 'I’Ih' dead \\ a. • a 
pa-^sioiiate pr«>li*-l .maiici I be enn It \ and 
I \ ra.nii\ winch tin' aulocia.ln' Au-lTian (n»\an! 
ment had <*N<ieis<’d ilui’inc tin' two yrais 

of wai’ and a^ain.sl 11 m‘ ind»iri i'»'M«-i- and eo- 
wai'diaa with W'iiicli tlx- jxftjilo had johaaOd 
it. d’he shot wa- aiz-i.in-'f the ratlx-r 

tlia.n aua.mst/ ('miimI Slmi/Uli.s jxron. !''ir 
this had bec-n iltouailH-r i n i j^m Tiaant . \«»l 

a\<-n tlx- “■ Libaral Ai.'-lrein Pja.-,.-, iiowi-\«‘r 
nneliioNs it w a. in !t - u.ua-l nianner. lound il 
p«».-,>ibla to mourn t'oiinl Stiir^klj a-s a, '^t.l.ta,'>• 
man. ' d'lia lit a ol mdi\ idii.d men/*' w rot e the 
A'cnc I'rrir. /V'ossr, ‘‘ aMimls foi'hjs- in tbasa<lays 
of serious eliantie-; I li.tii in pea<'e tinx*. We 
mu."! iulvance, mul, now' that histoi'ie tasks 
await ns, must not/ look back, atlai* t bosi^ wliom 
f-iti' -^cat tei’s a.t tlx si<le of t I X ■ i*o,Ld Certainly 
a reniai-kabh- obitnai’v not iix* for- tlK* man who 
bad been .\ i j.'-t lia’.- Premier at tlx- outbreak 
ol t he. w a |- ;ind during tlx- lii-'.l 21 months ol 
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THE DEAD EMPEROR 
itis (III ml i( 111 ! “ 8 iiu;(^ t he outbreak of the war 

tlio aetivMty of (^aiiit Stiirgkli and liis CabiivT,” 
said ajioth<*r arli<*lc in llie .**ain(‘ pajwr, “has 
eoiiH' to l)(‘ purely adininistrativo. Tlio gn^at 
political cv(*nts dov^cloj) (‘lsc\v}i<*v(*.*’ “ Another 

Premier will eoine.” was a further j>riceles.‘3 
remark of the Neue Freie 

On Nov(‘mber 21 , exactly a month after 
(,\)unt Stiirgkh’s assassination, followed the 


FRANCIS JOSEPH. 

death of the Kmporor Kramas Jos(‘j)h. Dur- 
ing th(^ last months of his life lu' had hardly 
])layed any eonsid(‘mhle part in t he government 
of his Monarchy; the removal of th»' old Km- 
peror and the Prinuj Minister was important 
only in so far as it opened tlie way for the new 
men u])on whom it would full to (h*al with the 
])rol)l(‘ms which the new. the revolutionary, 
periuil of the war was going to unroll. 


X 


CHAPTER CCLXXXII 


THE AIR ARM: LAST WAR YEARS. 


AiitsHii* Uaids a Mistake ZEi*rELL\ Laihs Aekoim.vne I^mds hy Day- 

lAdUT IN FoHMATION .\roON LKJHT K AIDS ( JUOEP AtTAI’KS ()r\NT(JoTHAS NouTHEUN 

JjEHTS KaFD I*U0TE( TIVE iSrEASlTRES TilE (^TESTION DK W AHNINCS TaKIM; (V)\ EU DmEEAE- 
TioNs aijainst Kiues Metropolitan Ohservation Service Insi rance Active Defence 
ANT t-ATRCUAFT CoRPS ThE (JcN JiARRACE DaLLOON ApRONS (JroVVTH OE AeROPLANE De 
FENCE Armament OE Aeroplanes- Incendiary IUillets Xioht Klyinc in Fast Machines - 
Raids on (Jerman ^Filitary Objectives — ^^Phe Independent Air Force Dispersion oe 
Feeort Berlin's Fscape. 


I N ( 'liaptcr I. the story of tlicOcniian 

air raids on (Ireat’ Britain was hrouglit 
down to Novpinher 28, IhU), when tor 
(ho first time a (.(ormnn aoropla.no dro|)|M‘ 1 
hoinbs on London ; anti it was aski'd whether 
tliis incident, eonpleit with tiu' fact tliat. hy 
that date? an iiiccMidiaiy bullet laid been in- 
ventisl which could be, and was, used witli dire 
o!fcct for the destrnction of /cpjielins, jnesa^ed 
theahandoninent of the lighter than air inaehinr 
in fa\oni’ of tla* aiM’oplane. 'I he event proved 
that though aeroplanes wen^ n*sorted toinev«'r- 
in(*reasing nninhers, t h<' nse ot airships I’ontinned 
neai'ly to the time whi'ii air I’aids on iMiglaial 
eaiiK' to an end. 

The first Zeppelin raid in BBT was inadi* tai 
March 1(5 17, when some airships passed over 
Kent and Sussex; but in '^pite ot the ii.'^iud 
grantlilocpicnee of the (Jerman ofi'M'ial a<*eonnt, 
which stated that bombs had been siieee.ssinlly 
tlroj 3 pi*d on London, there was no ease ot 
personal death or injury and praetiially no 
damage was done. The next airship raid 
hay)])eried on May 215 24, and was of but little 
more eonsoquenee. F'our or fiN'e airshif).s 
wandereil, apparently rath(*r aimlessly, over 
a eoiisiderahle area of Norfolk. Suffolk ami Fssex 
and dropped both explosive and ineondiary 
bombs ; but only one man was kill<‘d and the 
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damage ^^•as insignificant. I hough the (.’(Tinan 
account spoki* of sneeivssful attacks on the 
“ foitifi(‘d places of Sonllu'in l‘Jnglaiul 
London, Sheern<*ss, Harwich and Norwich.’' 

A mont h afterwaids, on ,)nne 1 1, L4’5 wifs sliot 
down in the North Si‘n. off Vli<‘Ia.nd, and in 
the early hours of June 17, anotlua* ra,id was 
carried out wliieli nas more si'iions than those 
just de.s<*ril)e<l, though only t wo airships actually 
eros.sed tile i-oast . One of these made its 
app**aran<*e <>\’rr Suffolk about: 2..'5D a.m., and 
for iK'ai’ly t lin e (|uai lers of au hour was suh- 
jeetcfl to hea\y gun fire, f’inally aoroplano 
atliU'k brought if d(»\Mi iti /lames near Tlie- 
hiTton. 'I'wo pilots, (apt. Saiindhy a,nd Lioufc. 
Watkins, elaime(l the honour ul I, Ills feat. 
'Die aeeonnt of (he latter was as follows : - 

I wa- tofft l»v .Majnr liiuvruvr i|»rn» a Zeppdia 

III Uif‘ viriiiity f>f f/urw m*1i, mimI I wa.s onifred te go nji 
(III n. 1 ‘ 4 . 12, OOKf. I rliinh<‘<l le 8,000 f«5et over the 
aerofiroiiir. ifr n '•inu li '>lf in tlio diriHititm of Karwirli, 
^nil climl iiij'. Wfn ii at 1 I.otto foot ovor Harwiofi 1 nhvv 
ilir A..\. U' "' 'ovoral soarohlights jioinlinu 

lowiiriL ifi'' "Hiao 'pot. A laiauto later 1 obsorvnl 
I ho Z. pp* fin «d>oiit 2,000 fnat above me. After cJiml 
about ."JOi fori, I firril onodniiM into its tail, but it took 
no ♦•tl ri. 1 ihf'ti oliMibrd to 12,000 foot, and flroif 
uMollo r dnitn into its tail without any ofleol. 1 thon 
dis'idod to wait mail I wu at oloso nwjgo hofon*- firing 
anothrr drum. I thon elirnbed steadily until f rMieberl 
1*1,200 fo*t, anti was thon ahout 500 f( 3 of under tlio 
Zrppolin. 1 fired three '•hort bursts of about sev»*n 
round.s arnl then the remairuh r of (bo drum ; fho Zop 
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THK WKKCK OF /KPPELIN L48, BROIJCJH T DOWN IN FLAMES IN SUFFOLK. 


1)111' ! into tla.in<'. at llio tail, tin tiro niiinitiu. iilon^ liotli 
.'ido-'. 'riio wludc Zo|)[)' liii caiii^lit tiro and foil liunnin;. 

I'ntcf icnlly tho only (I.\ihjisj:<‘ dono in o.on- 
nt'xinn witli tlio visit of tliis oirship, LIS, was 
to itself and its erew . 'Idiroo of tin* latter, 
li()W'('\'(T, escaped alixc; of tho roinainin^ l-l 
ti\'(* w’ore killml by falling and nino by burning, 
Ibit ttho 05\se was dittoront w'itli tho otlior 
airship wliiidi crossed tlio north-east coast 
of I\(Mit about/ 2 a..ni. M’he otHoial coninni- 
iii({}tc credited it w'itb dro])ping six ))oinbs, 
and thi'so worn responsible for ttn onoriuous 
ainount, of l>n»keii glass as widl as for the 
dc'inolition of two rows id’ cottages. d\vo nic'ii 
and one woinau were kilh'il, ami there were 
l(i cases of injury. 

On t he morning of August 2 1 , w ben a Zeppelin 
was (h'stroyed by Ihitish light naval forces 
opi'ratiiig off dutlaml, a squadron of airsh.ips 
appetued off the Yorkshire coast and attacked 
the mouth of tlu' Humbe”. (^idy one, or at 
most tw'o, of them, however, ventun'd to c*oin(‘ 
ovt'i'land. At t hret* small villages near t lu* coast 
12 high (‘xplnsive and 12 in(*endiaiy bombs 
were (h'oppcil. a (diapel was wiccdvcii. some 
Jioiises wtM'O ilamaged, and one man was in- 
jmed. The (Icrman account, however, claimed 
that bombs w’lM'c “la\ishly drnp|)ed ” on our 
outpost vt'ssi'ls (it was oflicially denied that any 
of tbesj^ was damaged), that, gooci incendiaiy 
and destructive effects were tibserved from 
large ipiantities ef (‘\ph*sives dropped on Hull, 


a!id that bombs were discliarged on Lincoln 
and also on brightly illuminat(*:l factories and 
sIumIs on th(^ s<tuth bank of the Humber lu'ar 
Kast Hrimsby. 

A raid on N’orksbin^ and Lincolnshire on 
September 24 2.'>, in which, although a eoji- 
sid(*rable numbei* of bombs were droj^|.)ed, 
only one woman w tvs injured and tin* material 
<lamage was trifling, was followed by anothor 
on C)ctob(‘r 111 2t), which was [xahaps tho nios. 
interesting of the whole senes and the mos^t 
disastrous — t(v tho (lemums. Under the com- 
mand of Uapt. Haron Lroiiseh von Huttlaer- 
Brandenfels, a squadron of 11 mival airships 
crossed the Norfolk and Lincoln 8 liirt 3 coasts, 
wdth tho intention of raiding the North Mid- 
lands, and, accamling to the German Admiralty 
Staff, attacked, “ wdtli special success,*’ London, 
Manchester, Birmingham, Nottingham, J4erby, 
Lowestoft, .Hull, Grimsby and .Mappleton. 
Tho pn‘cision of these details is lielightfiil, 
for in the light of subsequent- events it became 
obvious that most of tho airships had com- 
pletely lost themselves. 

On this occasion tlie weather eomlitions w’ere 
very unusual, and certainly baffled tho pro- 
phetic skill of the* German n\etcorologists. 
At h'Vi'ls np to 10,000 foet ov’i'r England and 
the North Sea then* w(*re only light breezes 
from tho north-west, but above- that height tho 
wind sudilenly increased to So— 45 miles an 
hour, and at 20,000 feet a gale was blowi?ig 
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from the north and north-west. Tn aiUHtiou 
there was a great deal <^f mist, and the aeoiistie 
conditions were very peeuliar. Sounds did 
not carry far, and the e()nsef|uont inandil>iHly 
of the engines gave rise to tlu^ en'otu'ous idea 
that tlie airsln})s wer(‘ diifting with tla'ir 
engines cut off, in order to es<*ape notice. 
In fact they could not ha\e alToiiNd to a<lopt 
such an expedient, Ixvausi' at tlh- lu'iirhts at 
which thi*y were navigatiiu^ the col<l is so in- 
t‘*nse that th(‘ir engines, if st«)ppi‘d. would 
havt^ frozen up. 

Wlial happened was that as Iht'y reached our 
coasts th(‘y had to rise in order lo avoitl our 
defences ; none of tla'in w as at less tluin 
fe(*t, and some, it is hi'Iievi'd, attained 20,00d 
fi‘(‘t. The eonseqiuaiee was that they wrvr 
caught by ilie strong winds at tla', higluu* 
elevations a.ial blow'u to tiu' south in m,my 
cas('s, it would app(‘ar, witiiout being awa,n‘ of 
tht^ fact. Owing to tlu* mist t Iw'y could not s«‘e 
the ground, tlu'ir enwvs were* trou}>l(‘d with 
iK'iglii sickness, and their wir(‘less wiait wrong, 
so that. th(‘y could not profit by dii'ceticuis 
from tlK'ir bast's. Only one got ariywherc' near 


tile objective ainK'd at, and that was the 1.41, 
which managed to tlrop live bombs, tlirt'c of 
which dill not (‘xplode. on the Austin motor 
works, near Hirmiiigliain. (^f tlu' whole 
number, one reaelu'd honu' straight a<'ross the 
North Sea, t hrt'e found then* wa.\" along tlx' 
Dutch coast ora<-r(»‘ss r>i'l^ium, t hive eross('d tt> 
iM’anee and enti'red tluar own eminlrv across 
th(‘ .'Vllii'd lines lu'tweeji ^ pre^ and Lune^illt', 
and h)ur failed to grl Im.cU. 

All the \a^\ four hail an e\.*nlfnl Ody-^sey 
l*a.ssing over Doston, Is'dford, 1 1 at lield. ( h’a\ e.s- 
eiid aial Maid-tmie, Lit lift t ht‘ Mnglish coast. 
bef.wtMMi l)(»\er and t'olke^tonc. ern.st'd the 
Channel to l>onlogn«', and was tarried on to 
l'^■('lms a-ntl Car t'-Dne, to be shot down in 
tlanu‘s about, six o elot'iv ne\t. morning at 
Cht'ii(‘\'it‘res, in the commune of St. Clement. 

v\n<»lh(‘r machine, tlie Llo, pa^stMl over 
l.oialon without knowing t ha,t it had tione so. 
'riu‘ mist shroudetl the lights tif the city, and 
iia*ident alls’ hampert‘d our airmtm in going up. 
anti 1 hose in charge of t Ix' tleitaices, t honeh well 
a. wart' ot t ht‘ prestmet' ol t he /(‘ppelin, pnrpo.st*lv 
rt'lrahied from turning on the searchlight.'-, m 



SKEI.ETON OH THE ZEPPELIN BKOIIGHT DOWN A'l BILLERIGAY. 
Photographed from the air. 


242 -2 




250 


1.49 FORGED TO DESCEND, AND CAPTURED INTACT, NEAR BOURBONNE-LES-BAINS, AFTER RAIDING THE EASTERN COUNTIES. 
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order not to give it any iiulieation. In passing, 
it may bo mentioned that si‘\on Zepp«‘lins 
came witliin view of tin? Ia^iuIoii area, search- 
lights, which, if siiown, would in all pro])ahility 
have attracted a slu)wer of bombs. As it wa;^, 
of the total deatlis caused liy the raid, the 
ina.j(»rity w(*re due to three' ]>oinbs tlroppi'd at 
random by L45 in London — at vSw an A Ldgar’s 
in l*icca»^lilly, at Camberwell, and at Hitlior 
Creen. Tliis airship came in at W'i 1 htunsea, 
a.!id after being worried by onr iun'oplanes 
j)asscd over Crimsb\', Louth, Lf'iccstc'r, North- 
ann)ton, W'atfonl, and Hendon, when' it 
dropjMMl bombs ; then across L<ui<ion from 
north-west, to south-t‘ast !<.> Sidenp, and on to 
tht' mouth of the Medway, linaMy leaving 
Knglaml a.bout midnight at Ibistijigs, niirsuc'd 
b^' an a<‘roplano. It was seen at Ajiiiens about. 

a.m., at Macon al>out7.‘l0, and at Sisl.en>n 
about 10. Kinally, a.s it came down at baragno, 
its port gtaulola was wr<‘uelu‘d off. Thus 
liglib'iK'd, it rose again, })ut. was caught by 
the wind aud da.sh(‘(l against, the side of the 
valley, wlu'n; it was set oji lirt' ])y its eif‘%v 

Anotlica* a.irship, J>40, wandered cjver Norfolk, 
aud shortly before 10 set ulT from 'rhauet for 
Helgium or Ilolla-ud. Hut the wind carried 
it ov'er Folkostoia*, llytho aud Sandgat(‘, the 
crew' ijjiagining th(‘y were crossing the Helgia.ii 
coast. Cap Crisnoz was reacJic’d about IJ.lO 
aial theiLC<‘ the vessel jjass(Hi over iVrras, St 
Quentin, Kiims, Bar-le-l)uc, aud Lpinal, 
Fi-eiich aircraft finally fun* i Jig it to laud near 
Bourbf)iine-k's-Bjiins at 8.45 a.ni. 4'ho crew 
trietl to set it on fire but faik'd, aud it was 
c*a [>t ured infjiet. 

The L50 also eruistid over Norfolk, find after 
dropping bombs at Tlu'tford, left the coast at 
llollesk'y Bay. Its navigfitors thought (hey 
got well out to sea, as prohfibU' they <lid ; but 
wliat they did not know' wtis that th(‘y w<*r(^ 
being blow 11 to the south. About I 1 they saw' 
a well lighted ])ort, but did not recogni'/.e it. jis 
])unkirk. Then passing over JJixjiiudt' imd 
^’prc's, they actually crossed into territoj-y in 
(k'rrnan occupation, without guessing that they 
could liavc descended among friends — a mistake 
that liad perhap.s som<; c'xcuse, since there is 
rc'tison to sufipose that they had bf'cn fired at. 
by their own anti-aircraft guns. They next 
rc'crossed the Frt'nch lines in Ciiarnpagnc, 
fiasscd Chalons about 2 a.m., fvnd wandered 
about, w'itli a thick fog over the country, until 
the commaTuler perceived J..40 oii tlie ground 
and tbonglit he had better land too. W'heii, 
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however, he was ree«‘ived with ritU» shots and 
saw' knaioh ficr(.)[ilan(‘s, he ivali/,e<l lu' was tiver 
hostile territory ajid went up agiiim 44i(‘n lu' 
changed his n\ind, and eanu* doivn about 
ini<l-ila.y at iVii I'Xlreiiu' atigU* a tew mile's wc'st 
of Bourboime‘-k‘s-Bain.v. h, the' ele'.see*nt the* 
t < »rw ard i*a r w as t < a*u < >1 1 h\' t i’»*t's, a.ud a It oget her 
l(> men lelt tlu* ship. In eoiise(|ueiu*« ‘ it shot 
up, and was eajiied over Ik^aucon (12. :k)), 
Dijon (12. a5) and J.ions-lt> Saulnit'i* (1.15). 
.Vbont 4 it> ilrifte'd o\'t'r in »ii, wlu're it. 
jjrovided Cerimin ol'liet'r prism, r.^, for the' 
.se'cemd time in one- elay, w ith 1 lu- speet a.e le of 
one' eef the-ir airships at the- lue-rey eif its e-nt-mie-s. 
Aheiut 5.30 it w'as seen near Fre'-jus, elrifting e»ut 
te» sea, find no de>ubt. it. lemnele're'el in jln* 
Me'eiite-rraju^aii during the' night.. 

Jn thei tVillowing ye-ai* (1018), t hre-e' airships 
visited the- Yorkshire' ee>a.st on Mare h 12 13. 
Two of the'in e^i'iiisi-cl for seimi* heiui'.s eever 
re-inotc country elisti-icds, elroppiug homhs on 
spa.rsoly inhal)!teel are-as, a.n«l eMil\' e>Ti<* ve-nture-el 
te> attae-k a eh-fe-ne h-e 1 pla.e-e, Jlull, w lie-rei lean* 
heanb.s we-n- 4iise*Jia,rge‘el and one we)ma.ii iln-ei 
freau .she)ek. Ne-xt. Tiight a single- raieler ehe( 
mue-h more' e-xee.uti<ju at Hai t le-peiol, killing 
e-ight |>e‘rse)ns ibial ek-meihshiui^ six he)u>e*s, 
besi<l»*s elamaging a.lnait 30 others. In anothe-r 
ra.iel a me)nth later (April 12 1.3) live- large- 
airsliijjs of a lawv t^pe' We-je- e-mple e\ e-e 1. SeUlie^ 
of t heau cenilined t h«'ir ii.l t t-nlions (e> Line-eiln- 
shire-, hut oue- got its fju- a,s Wtu'w ie.:ksliire-. aiul 
ii.ne>t>he-r crosse-e 1 taighiuel te> I.ia.ne-a, shire-, almeisl 
re;ae.hiiig thei north-we-st e-eiiisl. Tln*y t.rave-lle-el 
ii.t a. gre-jit he-ight, ea,le-ulji( e •< I at. I(i,000 t-ej 20,000 
fi-<'t, iiuel ther w *‘iit lie-r e*one lil ieais jjiiu le* \ isjlnh t y 
in ge'ne-l'ill ve-ry biul, anei liJl.Uipe le ei the- ae-tion 
of our iM*re»pla.ue‘.- . lu iill lOO heaiihs - 11 of 
30U kg., 30 eit lOO ke., iuiei 50 of .30 kg. we-re-i 
elroppe el, lea' Hie- mej'^t pilll ill r.ineloiu em 
eeaiiitry. d’he-re- uas not. juiie h te> she>w lor 

.suedi ib la\'ish e-xpe iielituri - e»f ammuiiitiem ; 
se-ve-ii ])e-rsenis Wi le- killed fUid 20 ilijui'ed, itnel 
the- mate riid elauaige* wa.^ me-ousiele mlile*. 

'rhis u a.s t he la.st airship ra.iel ae-l u.dly sulfe-re-el 
by lOiiglaiiel. Oil Augu 3 5^ heiwe-v'e r, an 

abort ivi' iittaek w'iis madei on the' .Norfolk 
ceiiist with live- Ze -j ipe-lin-^, but alHieaigh it W'as 
uuele-r the le-ade-rsiup eif Fre-gatle*n- Kapit iin 
Strasse-r, wdiom Hies Ce-rmans elescrihe-el as Hie-ir 
b*-st Ze‘p[>e-lin e-ouimaiH h-r,* ’ the- only o-sult 
vs a-- that e>ne airship Wiis de->tre>ye-d a.enl aiieitlie-r 
liaeJ a narrow e-.-ciip*-. Stiii.^se-r, whej w'as in 
e'OJiimauid of L70, one of the? ncue st and iiiei.^l 
pow'e-rtul type-s then pre>eiue'e*d, wfis attae-ke-el 
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nt^ar Yarmouth at a height of 16,600 feet by 
Major Cacibury, who delivered his assault head 
on, slightly to port. Concentrating liis fire on 
flic bow, ho blow a groat hole in the fabric ; 
fliinies quickly ran the whole length of the ship, 
which plunged blazing into the sea eight miles 
north of Wells, Ho next attacked another of 
the raiders, L(>5, his f)bsorv(^r. Captain Leckie, 
opening fire within 500 feet, and causing a firo 
to brt'ak out in the iiiidshi})s gondola. Un- 
fortunately Leekiij’s gun jainined, and tho 
crew were able to extinguish tho fire, <ilso 
L65 would ]>robahIy have shared tho fate of L70 
The discontinuaiu^e of airship raids was 
probably attritmtabk? to the fact that tho 
Germans had been brr)ught to realize tliat, 
in faoo of tho moans of <lef('nco wo had dovoi- 
oped, tho game had bocona' too risky and not 
wortJi tho eandk‘. After June 19 there was 
a disposition in some quarter’s to explain our 
immunity as due to a raid carried out on that 
4 1 ate by Hoyal Air Force inaehiiies dispute hod 
from vt'ssols of tho Grand Flei't, which resulted 
in tlu» practical destruction of tho airship 
station at Tondorn in Seliloswig. Ton<lern 
was gorurally belitwocl to bo at least, one o? thc^ 
chief lair-s from udiieh tlio Zt^ppoliiis sallied 
forth to tlu‘ attack of this country, and doubt- 
k‘ss it was occasionally used for tlu^ purpose ; 
L.45, for example, whicli bombed London on 
October 19, c*aiuo from it. Jlut when tho Allied 
Naval Commission visited Germany afbr the 
armistice it loarnod that the Zeppelin raitls 
were mainly launehe<l from a hug<' airship 
station at Nonlholz, near Cuxbax en, Tondorn 
being rather a centre for scouting operations 
over the North Sea. At Nurdliolz tho sheds 
were ranged in ]>airs rouial a circle \ \ miles in 
diameter, and as (nach shod held two airships 
and four pairs had been constructed, the 
capacity was 16. In addition there was at 
tlie eentro of tho oirolo another shed which liekl 
two and whicli could bo rovolvo<l by electrical 
apj)a.ratus, so that the machines in it conid 
bo launclK'd directly into the wiiul and thus 
could bo used in WH*athor that would prevent 
them from hnwing or onWring an oniinary 
elicil of tho iixetl type. 

As already recorded, tho first aeroplane rai<1 
on London was made about noon on Novtanber 
28, 1916. Thereafter the metropolis was free 
from visitations of the sort for over five montlis. 
In the interval, however, several attempts 
of a tip-and-run character were made on the 


north-east corner of Kent, on March 1, 16 and 
17 and April 5 ; this damage was unimportant, 
though tho German public was cheered by 
imaginative tales about bombs being drojiped 
with good effect on railways and fortresses and on 
ships lying in tho Downs. 

About midnight on May 6-7 a single raider 
reached Nortli-Fast London without being seen, 
and dropped five bombs botwoen Hackney and 
Holloway, killing oiu; man aial injuring oui- 



FREGATTRN-KAPITAN S TRASSEK. 

Killed in Zeppelin L70. 

man and one woman. Later in the same 
month, on the 25th, a much mort^ serious attack 
wn ? made on Kent, and particularly Folkestone- 
Like the five raids that followed it it was 
tho work of the 3rd Battle-Piano Squadron, 
probably 18 strong, which* was attached to the 
IV, Gerinan Army and was eomrnaiided by Capt. 
Brandenbiirg. About six o’clock on a beautiful 
sunny evening a scjuailron of aeroplanes sud- 
denly ajipeared in a cloudless sky. They wert‘ 
described as advancing in regular formation, 
in three flights of five, with an additional 
machine acting as scout or leader and another 
flying by itself in tho rear. They kept at a 
great lieight, and their plan was apparently 
to drop bombs promiscuously without any very 
definite aim along a broad line. Some of tho 
bombs fell in the middle of tho town, and in 
one street, which was thi*ongod with people 


AIRSHIP RAID CASUALTIKS. 



Date. 


Jan. 19-20, 1915 
April 14-15 
April 15-16 
April 29-30 
May 9- 10 
May 16-17 
May 26-27 
May 31-Jun« 1 
Juiu; 4-5 
Jun«‘ 6-7 
Jnu^ 15-10 

Aug. 9-10 

Aug. 12-13 
Aug. 17-18 
Supt. 7-8 
S-t) 

Sey)!. 11-12 
Sept. 12-13 
Ort. 13-14 

.Ian. 31, 1916 

iMiirch 5-G 


.Man*h 31 -Ajiril 1 
April 1-2* 


April 2-3 


April 3-4 
.April 5-0 
April 24-25 

,\pril 25-20 

.Vpnl 20-27 
Alay 2-3. . 

July 28-29 
.July 31- Aug. 1 

Aug. 2-3 
Aug. 8-9 


.'.ug. 23-24 
Aug. 24-25 

,S<^pt. 2-3 


fc)“pt. 23-24 

Sept. 25-20 
Ooi. J-2. . 


Nov. 27-28 

Mar. JO-17, 1917 
May 23-24 
.luiio 10-17 .. i 

Aug. 21-22 
Sfpt. 24-25 
Ot?t. 19-20 

March 12-13, 1918 
March 13-14 
April 12-13 


Norfolk . . 
Northunihcrland 
H-ssox and Suffolk 
Suffolk . . 

Soul hood 
Ratusgato 
Southend 
1*1. London 

Kent, Kssex. 1*1. Ruling. . 
Hull, Cirliushy , M. Riding 
Northunihcrland and 
Durhatu 

(loolc, J*j. Riding, SulTolU, 
and Dover 
T*l. Suit' ilk and Kssex 
Kent, Kssex, i.ondon . . 
K. SutTolk and London . . 
N. Riding. Norfolk, 
London 
E-tsex 

K-i.sex and K. Suffolk 
Norfolk, Suflolk. Home 
Douiities and London 
VV. SulTolk and Midland 
(.■onntics 

Hull and L. Ri<liiig, I.iiics, 
Leiei'ster iNamt y, Rut- 
land, and Kent. 

Jwincs, JCssex, SulTolk 
Durham Counly ‘Oid N. 
Riding.. 

E. SulTolk, Niirthumher- 
land, Ijoiidoii, and 
tSeotl.ind 
Norfolk . . 

Yorks and Co. Durham . . 
Norlolk, Lines, Camhs, 
ami SulTolk 

E. Suffolk, Ess(‘x, Kent, 
and Lomion . . 

K<*ril 

Yorks, Northumborland, 
Scotland 

Lines, and Norfolk 
Norfolk, SulTolk, Cainhs., 
Lilies. Nolls, and Kent 
Norfolk, ]*i. SulTolk, K<‘ut 
Norlhniiihmland, Dur- 
ham, E. Rilling, N. 
Riding, Hull, and Nor- 
folk 

E. SulTolk 

K. SulTolk, Essex, Kent, 
and J.,ondoii . . 

E. Riding, Lines., Notts.. 
Nortolk,SulTolk,(^in.h., 
Jiunls., J'Issex, Herts., 
J3eds., Kent, «V: liondon 
Lines., Notts, Norlo'k, 
Kent, and London 
Lane.s., Ytu ks., Lines. . . 
Jjines., Norfolk, Cumbs., 
Nort hauls, Herts, and 
]-ondoii 

Durham. Yorks., Stuffs., 
and Che- hire .. 

Kent and Sussex 
Essex, Norfolk, SutlolU. . 
Kent and Suffolk 
E. Hiding 
Line.s. and A'orks. 
Midlands, J-Jastern Coun- 
ties and London 
E. Riding 
lAurhaiu . . 

Lines., Lanes., AVarwick- 
shiro . . 

Totals, airship raids 
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• The relative proportions of men, women, and children injim-d in this raid are not known exactly. The best available 

estinittto has boon given. 
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tlwi slanglitc^r was vr^ry f 2 :n*at. In 
all 77 civilians were killed and 94 iujiiroil, an<l 
in addition 18 soldiers and sailors were killed, 
and 98 injured. A featuro of this raid that 
caused a ^n*afc d»*al of indignation locally 
was t he ii.[)parent ahsenco of a.de(pia(-e ccmiiter 
ni(‘asures. Kxcept for th<* initi-airenift guns 
at Oovea* the. ra.iders worked tlicir will with 
littk* or no in<jl<‘st ation until <mi tiH*ir return 
flight, they were attacked by tighting sipiadrons 
of th<‘ K.X.A.S. from Dunkirk. Onc.^ of thern 
was destroyed in inid-t 9iannel and twf> others 



CAPTAIN HKANDPNBUKC. 

Commanded the (Jermaii I'hird Hattlc-Plane 
Squadron in raids on Fnj^land. 

—large t \\'in-(‘ngined ma.eliii\4*s -w(‘re brought 
down off the Belgian ci>a.st. 

Thi‘ next raid, on .lune 5, w’as again carrii'd 
out in daylight, at abtiut 0.99 p.ni., and aga.in 
the numlx'r of maehint's eiiga.ge<l was largo, 
tiflieially estimati’d at l(i or IS. On this oe<*ji- 
sion the raiders <*am(» in over tlu' Ks.s<*x coast., 
aiul aftcu’ ilropping laanbs on tla* open country 
and on sevi'ral small towns in Kss<"X, a.ttac*ked 
the naval establishments on the ^ledway. 
’’Jdu're a '.*onsidcrable number of boifibs were 
ilropped, and some damage was (h)ne to house 
])ropert.y, though little of military importance'. 
The easualt it‘s a.lso wi‘iv not very largo — 13 
killed and 94 injured. Thc^ enemy, attaekiMl 
by gun din.' and pnrsuc'd by aircraft, lost twc.> 
inachiiu's before tiic'y started on their journey 
liomewards. That, however, was not the eiitl 
of their misfortunes. At 5.30 four Iloyal 
Naval Air 8c‘r\’ice pilots patrolling off Dunkirk 
Jiad [)ereeivt*d thc'in wcdl out to sea off Osteiid, 


.steering tc^ the north-west, on their way to 
Kiigland, and laid given chase, though without 
decisive ri'sults. On thoir return journey 
from this country tlio German raiders were 
a.ttaekc,*d by a nav'al pilot from a statioi on 
tlu^ Jvciiiti.sh coast, and two of them were driven 
down, the pilot afterwards landing at Jlunkiik. 
Thc^y wore also harried by other Iloyal Naval 
Air iSc'rvico machines from home stations ove r 
tlu* '.riiamcs ostuarj^. J..at('r 10 naval pilcils 
from Dunkirk e ngaged thenn, destroying l\v»», 
probably de.stroying two othc'rs, and driving 
down a tliird pair out c.)f control. Thus this 
expc'dition cost tlie Germans 10 machines, yet. 
Uu'y pret.(aidcd such satisfaction with their 
exploit that a few days later one of the* JhaJin 
pa.pc‘rs announec'd in iiea.vx' t v'pe tliat tlx' British 
(4o\'c*rnm<*nt was sei'iously t.luiikijjg of moviriLt 
to some safer jilac^e t liaii hoii< Ion. 

W<‘duc‘sda.y nuirning (June 19) in the follow- 
ing weedv .saw' tlie llrst ae roplane raid in force 
on bondcjii. In all 18 machines crcj.ssed tin* 
Kssc'x coast, ]>ut. onc^ wa.s dcdac'hed to bomb 
^hu'galc* and thr<‘e ot lu rs left t h<‘ main body 
a littk* latc‘r. Tlu* r(*maining 14 ])roci‘i*dod u[) 
the; Thames in a. diamc.>iid formation to London, 
and in the >p:u*e of about 15 minute's nnloadc**! 
ovc.‘r 109 bombs, nearly thi'«'e-cpia.rtoj’s of which 
fc.'ll WitJiijt a. radius of a mik' froiu l.i\(‘rpooI 
Strc'c't Station, ()ni* bomb wc'ut through t lu' 
roof of a. large (’(aail v (^)uncll scliool at Poplar, 
Ivilk'd it girl on tlu* l».>p tlooi* and a. l->o;^' on oia* 
of the ie»wer Ikuu's, and Ihially t‘X[)lodc‘d on tiu^ 
gimind flcxii’ in a room wh»*ro a mnnbc'i* of 
infants, none* ov^er six vc‘ar*s of age', w»*r»' 
reee'iving instruction. .About 18 ehiklrt.*n w<*re 
kilk'el ill tliis .school, some of them l.x'ing bk»\vn 
into inire‘e*ogiiizabk' fragments, and many moit* 
were' injuri'd. At. Bivc'rjioeil Stre^'ct Station a 
train standing at a platform and anotlu*r out- 
siek tlie station were* badly damagc'd, and tlu* 
fact tliat some of (he? wre'ckage* took tire' adek*<l 
to the ea.su a.ltie:‘.s, which we're* c'.stimate'd at about 
24. Altogc'ther H)2 persons w#'re kilh'd and 
492 injured in this raid, all but four of tlie 
deatlis and seva.'u of tlie injuries be.'ing to 
civilians. Kvoii in Gc'rmany there was at 
least e.uic pape r (the Volksivucht of 13rcs]au) 
that e.ipenly ek’plored this massacre, but it was 
re'warded for its uiiortho<lox opiiiion.s by beiiig 
suppressi'd. A scnii-oilicial telegram from 
Berlin to AjnsU*rdain profe.sse'd that the' grief 
was not le.ss in Germany tlian ijt Great Britain 
that so many civdlian.s, particularly childrc'ii, 
slit^mld liavc fallen vdctim.s tf) ** thi.s attack for 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


‘ 2(51 


military objci’ts ; but in a t(‘leijrraia <>f rrnial 
authority a cou[)ln of chiys lattr, I^hijj^iaiul 
was told that' if slio \\ant<.‘d to sparo i*ivi- 
liaiis slu' could i*<‘movt^ thtan from plac-os 
likt' Slict‘rrie;^s, Dover and J.ondoii, \vbit‘h 
were storehouses lor milita.r-\' r(‘<|uiremoiits. 
The header of the rai<l, ('apt am Ibandeu- 
bur^, rereiviHl the distinct iot» of the Onln' 
Pour J^e >[t'riti*. 

The next raid, which staaued t(> hav<' a ri*al!y 
di linite military objt'ct was made on 

Harwich at about 7 o’clock on the morniim of 
July t. A sipiadron oi i'2 oi* 1 t a« rop(a.nes 
came in from the north east., and < list* ha met I 
tii<‘ir bombs on (he t(.oMi witliout makini; an\' 
attempt to ]^enetra-tc inlaml. 'rJio\' wcim* 
attacked by anti-aircraft ^^uns am I also 1>\' aeio- 
planes, a-ial in spite of low-l^in;^' (*londs which 
int'j'rtered w it li \'isibilit \' wei*e appa-rent I \' 
for<*e<l to brea.k up tln‘ir formation, t houLfh 
none w a.s a-ctually brouiihl ^l<.)^\ n o\'er t.h(‘ hmd. 
On their return .journe\’. how<‘V( r, t lu y weiN* 
intercepted I > \- lavval aii'craft from Dunkirk, 
and in. an enya^^ei uent, that took phu’e a f‘on- 
sidei‘a.ble distaiuM' from the Hel^ia.n coa-'t two 
t)f tJn'in wer(' shot »lowai, while a tlnr<l was 
dama^^ed. The casualties in (his raid were 
mainl\’ niililar\ ; of the 17 persons Icilled only 


thret* woTo civilians, whili^ all of the :i0 persons 
injured wc're soklita’s or sailors except on 4 >. 

\V ha.t w'as, peitia.ps, the most darin^!^ dayli^jflit' 
ra.i<l on Ja^ndon lollowed thrt'e ila\s later, on 
/. .'■•juadron ol about. a.eroplan«‘s, 

probably in two part le,-. ap|u'ai-ed over t he eoa-st 
<»l Dssi‘x and tin* |s|,^ '1’hant‘t aixmt 
m the' morning', ami alter (Iroupnij^ some bombs 
in t ht ‘ 114 a c hi )< ) 1 1 r] a >o< I Alarc.ati' and pui''-'Uin^ 

a tra.in on tJu> Soul hd^a -1 ein and (’li'ilha.m 
Railway made toj- honthm ahme a <‘ourse 
r4aaj:hly parallel ith Hi.' math l>ank of the* 

Thaim-s. 'Iduy approach. 'd (h.* metr.. polls 
Iroin l.h«‘ m.rth-.'a'.l ; ili.'n, ehancin;.*; tluar 
4hr4'4-iion, tlhW’ pi.aeed.'rl math ami w<*st 

ami 4*ros>4'.l tlw' 4_Mt\' Irom lairlh-wi'^t to .'Maith- 
4ji.^l, droppinc b.anh,- as 1 h.N went. 'Tla* 

mornini: was bn^ht- and sunn_\', hnl m the east 
a li^ht. ha/.' the sky a. l.'a.I. n tin^^c*. It 

was out. 4>t this ha/.' tli.it .)b.M'r\'ers i-si.w them 
4‘m('i7^.‘ about' IlkJn. I^’r.an a. ilista.n.'.' th.'y 
wer.' 4 k seri be. I as k.okmn Ilk." a seor.* ol swa.l- 
low s. t]a.eh ma.'hin.* k. pl its si at ion a.’eiira t .‘ly 
a s 1 1 a. I \ a nc. '. I . a m I I h. • I . .rimit i . m w .i s. .r. ‘c.i iktr 
an.l tli4' altitn.l.* of tliehl >..'."ni."d s< » low that, 
pe.iple w lio had i.’e. i\.‘.l no warmiiL' Ih.ai^ht 
a. nnmh.r .if IJrilish ma.'hin.s s\er. earrxin^ 
out. a ma m I'uvr. ", until the ma-'.' ot cun- ami 
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them of IIkmi' 

nii.-^takt^ It was aftt'rwanls expla-inod, how- 
t'V(‘r, on “ In'^h autlua-it y ’’ in an oflieiul ro?n- 
that itUia that tho inaehint'S wero 
flyinu; low was a. (l(*hision, <lii<5 to tlie fact that 
tfn' (h>thas whioli w»‘re lanploycMl wen^. three 
tifiies ijir^er than thc^ Minjzle-s(*af er rria(*}if ric*s 
withwliieti t!i(' piiblie were fa-rniliar, aral there- 
fore hK»k(‘<l as lar^e as th<* Iatt<*r thoii^ii they 
were at a inueli jjjreater ilistanee. It was stated 
that in fact their a.ltitu(i<‘ was n<‘Vt‘r less than 
ll!,r»()U ft., a.s was shown hy inst rniiHads on tla* 
j^rouial 4tnd eorro}n»rjit(*d liy tiie iiist rnnient s 
earried on oiir f>w ii naif'liines. 

The in\ack*rs wer*e vigorously attacked by 
artillery a.ial some of them w(‘re‘ <‘n^aj 4 <‘d by 
our own airmen over London. '^I’he ri*sult 
wa.^ that their formation was hroloai up iiial for 
a tinw t liey seemtMi t o he seat ti ‘rt'd in eonfii.sii)n. 
^rhev', howev'er, ma.na.^<‘d to rejoin each oflua*, 
and started off lowaT’<ls th<‘ eoa.'^t in a fairly 
eojupa.et- if ii*ret;ular hun<-h. Xon<‘ was brouj^ht 
d<*wn in the metropolitan ai*e,i, but one, at- 
iaek(‘d by th<‘ Koyal P’lyin^ ( ’oips, f(*ll into the 
sea, off t h(‘ mouth of th(^ Thames. Koyal Xa.\'al 
Air S(-r\a(*n machines continuc‘d tho clias<* from 


this country, and engaged tho retreating raitk rs 
40 mile.s out to sea from the Kast Coast : two 
were seen to crash into thc^ sea, and a third h*ll 
in flames tjff tlie mouth of the Scheldt. Dunkirk 
too was on the alert, and five squiwlrons w'ent up 
thenct‘ in the liopo of intercepting them. In 
this hope th(\y were disappointed, hut they 
c'lieountered and di'slroyed thri'C liostile sea- 
pianivs and drove down two others. They then 
returned to tlu*ir basi* in ord(*r to iH'plenish their 
pt'troL and meeting another patrol brought 
<Jown one- enemy aerojilane in thmies and forei'd 
another to desciaid in a damaged condition on 
the si'asliori* TU'ar ()st<*nd, 

'Tin* easualtii's were much lighter than in thi^ 
pr<‘ee<|ing raiil on London, but weri' still suf- 
liei(‘ntly siTioiis, ."iT pca’sons being killed and 
JlKl injuri'd, d\\o f)f our maehini's wi‘re lost on 
this occasion. In one ea-se tlu' pilot, Seeond- 
bieuti'nanl W^. (L Salmon, a.ppa.renlly lost <*i>n- 
seioiisiK'ss owing to tx'ing wounded, and his 
ma.('hine eaiia* down, spinning sidi'ways, out. of 
control. In the ot hiu* Si'cond- Lieutenant 
J. K. K. ^^>ung tiew' into the middle of the 
22 enemy a.ero[)la.nes and ri'ceivH'd the eon- 
eenf rat(‘d fire of thiur ma.ehine-guns ; his 



SCKNE IN A SPECIALLY PKOTEC I ED ROOM AT THE ROYAL WATERLOO 
CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL DURINC AN AIR RAID. 

The Matron handing out chocolates supplied by Queen Alexandra. 
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machine then put its nose riglit up in tlu‘ air, 
fell over, and wtuit spinnin^>; down into the sea 
from a height of 14,000 ft. A naval vessid 
rushed to the si)ot as qiiiekly as possil^h*, but 
the pilot’s body was so ba.dly ( ut angled in the 
wires that it. could not bo ('xl rieated bi'fon' tlie 
machine sank. The observi'r’s body, liowc'Vi'r, 
was recovered. The (lennans elainu'd in their 

f 


2r>:i 

were made on tlu‘ coast. 'Phe first of tiu'se 
was on Suialay morning, didy 22. About 
8 o’clock, 10 iKM-oplanes approachi'd Felix- 
stowe and Harwich from the nort li'('a.st, 
according to one account, in two flights, 
ono sliglitly bdiind tlu' other. Some bombs 
W'i're drojiped, but the hca\N' (ire from the 
ant i-aii'cralt. dehavct's disarranged ( lu^ form- 




THH nAYI.KUlT KAID t)N LONDON, .fill A 7, l'>17. 

The raiders, uwinf^ to their >ireat height, had the appearance of a lloelv nf birds. 


official report (haf bombs were “ freely dropp(‘d 
on tlie docks, liarbour works an<l warehouses 
<ui (he Thames,’’ fires and explosions ])cing 
ohs»Tvcd, and siMni-ofhcially tiiaf (diarmg (’.••o>s 
Sfation was hit several times and t.liat London 
Dridge was .struck by a homh. They admitted 
tin* loss of only oia* of th(*ir macliincs, “ which 
was compelled to make a. descent into the ^ea 
»ind Cijuld not be saved liy onr naval lur<*‘ '. 

For two months alter this rai<l no aeri.d 
raider n‘ached London, but several attacks 


ation, aii<l some of 

1 Im' 

maeliiiie.^ 

ineoM- 

tinently tnria'd tail 

and 

made f»a- 

iiome. 

Tin- reniamder jnne( 

•eded 

south down the 

l‘^-'-e\ cna-a, liara -S (m 

1 1 )y 

gain fire a 

IS 1 1 K ‘ V 


wenf, and finall\ al-(» dejsirt-'d out. lo se*. 
I'Jk'V \\ef.* jMir.'iied l>\' Ih'iljsh a.' rni >la FM s, 
blit wit bout .sii'-ee^'^, \iMbiln y being low in 
the morning ha/,e nnd nb^eival n»n \’ery difli- 
eiill. Lifer, liowever, ,'ome rif them were en- 
<*onntered on tlieir wa\ U) Ih lgiiim by a, Itoyal 
Flviiig (.'erprt ]>alro|, and one of them was 

2 12 — :j 
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broiijjjlit <lo\vii into tin.* sea. The damaj^e to 
property was iiisignifieant, but 13 p(*rsoiis 
were (only one a eiviliaii) and 20 injured, 

three of them civilians. 

The <»hje<‘tive of t h(* next rai*l, on August 12, 
was clearly London, hut tin* intention of tlie 
ra.iders w as foih'd by our d(*fenc('s, and SoiitJiend 
was th(‘ chi<‘f sufferer. About 5.15 in t h(^ 
afternoon about- 2(1 enemy machines \v<‘re 
repni ted off *1 i xst o we. 'Fhey skirtiMl t h<* 



SKCONO LIRUT, .1. \l. U. YOUNG. 

Killed while at tucking, single-handed, twenty-tw'O 
cnenay aeroplanes. 

<*oast to Lliuli)u, and l!u*n <hval(Ml into Iwo 
p<Mlii*s. Of llnse oue c<jn(inued south t(» 
.darga<e, wlu'J’e four bomb^. \n ei’e dropp<‘d on 
the ea.st<‘rn einl <»f t h< town, ^^ilhout ca, using 
pt'rsonal injuries or more than trivial <lamage 
to j>i(>])i*rty. 'Fho otlier jia-ity crossed tiie 
eoa,st and wimt south-wi'st- towiinis W’lekhu’tl, 
a \ fllagi' <‘ight miles from Cln'Jmsfurd. Here 
( h<‘\' e\ i<ieutly eonchid<*d that the largi* 
mimb('rs of at'r’opla-ni’s scut up against tla'in 
piHsented too lu'avv' odds; tln'w tlierefore, 
turncil to the s«>uth-ea.st aiul made for liome, 
drop[)ing sonu' of their Ijonibs on llotliford, 
L 'igh, \V\‘stelirf, and {Southeiul, and unloading 
the remaind(*T* at- s<*a. At Soutfu*nd one 
bomb, w hieh h'll in \’ietoria A\'eiuu', tla n 
crowded w it h holiday makers and churchgoers, 
killetl or injureil a score or two of people, and 
at Leigh 17 houst's wen* <h'stroyeil. 'Fho total 
(‘asualt it's wt'rt' 32 killed a-iul 45 injured. The 
German otlioial rt*port boasted of military 
works being bombed with visibly good results ; 


the military character of the damage done 
may be* judged from the fact- that all those 
kilh*d, and all but two of those injured, wore 
civilians. 

'^riiough our aeroplanes uiKloubtedly pre- 
vented the raiflers from reaching Lomlon, they 
di<l not succeed in bringing an 3 ^ of them down 
o\'<-U‘ land. Over sea, however, the ease wa»s 
different, and in particular one pilot, flying a 
la IK I inaehine, bad a remarkably strenuous 
time. Ml* lirst pursued an enemy machine*, 
fl^nng at 12,000 ft., from tiie North J^^oreland 
to a point about- 15 miles off Zt'ebrugge, when* 
li(* lost it. Keturning to the* mouth of the 
'riiaines he noticed ant i-aireraft gun lire in 
tin* iK‘itdiboiirhood of Southend, a-nd aeeordingly 
tk‘W in that direction, climbing as he went. 
Ho ihtui saw' t‘ight aero])la.iK*s of the Gotha 
t.\^pe, followed ])y four Hritish machines, steering 
nort lei'ast . When he re'aehed the eiK'iny 
maehint's th(\y were about 2,0()0 ft. above 
him, hut elimhing to IS, 000 ft. he startt'd off 
in [iiirsuit, and attacked th(‘m a])out 30 mile's 
out to s(‘{i, though unforl uuat (‘ly without 
result. Then he pc3rceaved a single* enem\' 
iua<*hiiK‘ 1,000 ft. be'low tlie* others hut Hying 
with tlu*m; and attacking it from the front 
elrevc* it down int<.> tla^ wate*r, wh«*rc.‘ it turiu'd 
e\'er. .\s one* of 1 )k‘ oe;cuj)auts was hanging 
to tin* tail, he^ tlirewv him a hfe])elt, and also 
«*iKlc*a\ caireM.l to c‘omuniiiiea.te the position of 
the- wi«‘elv«*d maeliUK- to tin* 1 hit ish de'st rc3\'(‘rs 
A hostile sraplane* \^a!-^ al>o elestrovc*d off the 
Coast of Flande rs at about- 1 lie* sain(3 time*. 

Te*n da^^s late*)*, ahcjut 10.15 on the* jui.erning 
of August 22, 10 (!e)tha maeliiue s apple »ae*lu‘el 
the* ee)ast of Ke nt, uc'ar ILimsga.l'“, hut, l><*ing 
mc‘t by an I i -aircraft gun- lire* as well as by 
ac‘rc»j)Ianes of the Ro^al idN’ing Ge/r[)s anel the3 
Ke>\al Naval Air Service, tht;y wea-e unable* to 
pe -net rate* far inland. A fe*w of tlie*m travel lee I 
wc^-'t as far a.s Margate anel tlie*u lurne'd liome^- 
ward : tla^ re'uiainele*!* skii-te'd the* ('oa>t to the* 
south as far as Dowa*. and lln*u de parted. .Vt 
^Margate tlicic* were no casualties, but lla-msgcdt^ 
and Dove*!’ weTc* le'ss feartiinatc, and in all 12 
p(*rsons wi re^ killed anel 25 iniuivd. Thrc'e* 
eef t ho Got has \\(*re bre)ught down bv gun lire 
anel aeroplane* a.tta<*k. One* te*!! iu flame*s 
bi*hind Margate', and a-noth(*r plungeal Jieadlong 
into the^ s(‘a. ; one of the* erc'w of the latter, W'ho 
was said to have* descende*el in a parae-hute*, wai-s 
re'se*ut*d by a patre^l boat, but the other tw'o w't're.^ 
drowne'd. A third Gotha, was shot dow’u from 
a Iwiglit of betwee.*!! 11,00(1 anel 12,000 ft. l)y 
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Royal Naval Air Service inachiues near the 
coast at Ramsgate. On tlie other side of the 
channel a patrol of 10 machines from Dunkirk 
engaged a flight of about 25 entu uy escorting 
scouts, who wore off the coast awaiting I lie 
return of the raiding squadron, and drove tlowii 
at least five of them completely out of control. 

The aeroplane raids so far tleseriht‘»l were 
carried out by daylight, but it. wouUI seem that 
owing to the excellence of our <ietences the 
Clermaiis w'er<‘ iiow’ finding this method too 
ct)stlv, and therefore deti'i’inined t<.> st'e w hefhta* 
bright mooinight niglits would not sirvi* their 
piupose bet.hu’. A trial tri[) was aeconlingiy 
made a))out 11.15 on tilt' evt'ning of St'pttan- 
bi*r 2, wheji tiu* mooii was full, a.nd a couple of 
a<*ro[)lanes tlropj)i‘d st'ven h<‘av\- htanhs on 
Dover, killing one olliei‘r. J^nciaira-ged hy this 
experinu'nt, th<‘ (Miomy on the following ev«‘uing 
sent half-a.-dozen maeiiines np tluj '^riiamos 
t'stiiar^'. They dro|)ped a few bombs near 
Margatt.^ w ith pnuM lea lly no <‘iTeet , but in tlu' 
Chatham district t-luw- were more succi'ssful, 
owing t(j the fact tliat tliey hit th(‘ Drill Hall a( 
the lloyal Naval barracks, in which a, jniinbcr 
of HUM) wvi*(‘ sleeping in luiinmoeks. Ih*re the 
death-roll was \'(‘rv high, 151 saihu*s iK'ing 


killed, while 00 wove injureil, b\it, although the 
raiders stayed for iiearly an hour t>ver ilio 
district and iiuloatled about a tlozon and a.-half 
bombs, the civilian I’asualties w'cre only one 
w^oman killctl ami six })crsons injured. 

Next, ev'euing, September 1. anolher rai<l was 
made, anil t hi^^ time Lomlon was reached. 
JOnemy aeroplanes erosM-d the South t]a.>t 
(^»ast over a wide area hi'lween 10. oO p.in. and 
2 a.m. 'rhe\' ap])aii'nt l\ tr.wflh'd .sing!\' oi' in 
groups of two 1 ) 1 * Ihi-ec, and it w a-- thcnioro 
dillicult to count llnsn, hut jjrobahlx' I hey 
nuinhi'red a-lnaif 2t). The lir.'^t Ixanhs were 
4ln»pp»‘d ill t he LoimIoii district at II. la, and 
ti*om tliat. lime until t a.m. about lU were 
(h‘oppi‘iL together with some at si'Veral pIa,et'H 
on the I'oast. 'The damage was surprisingly 
small, 4*onsidei’ini^ 1 hr* S4‘V4‘i*it\^ of llu' ra-al, 
but 10 p«‘rsons W4*r4^ killed a.ml 7 1 injured. (Jii 
this 4)eea'-ion a. traiiiear was wr4‘eke4l 4>n the 
d'haiiH's I'anhankm»‘nt a.ii<l ( 'N'i »| la 1 ra s Xe4‘dle 
4 ‘a 11*4*4 1. Out* i*in‘ni\' ma-i’lma* was brought 
4h*wii in t.h<‘ sea near SlM*er*n»‘ss. 

Kor tiu? n4‘\t lhr4*<* weeks, until lh»* nmon 

again S4*rv4*4l, the eimnt.i’y 4Miji*\'e«l li'i'i'dom 

from air at I aeks, an<l 1 Ih'u for a W4*t*lx of l>4*aiil i- 
ful still autumn wi'ather, with a. hai'vist nmoii, 
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WKECKA(;E of a GOTHA brought down in FLAMKS in IHH ISl.K OF 

THANF:T, august 22 . F>17. 


1 lirri' rn.iils on nij^lit bul two. On 

S(*[)t(‘inl><ir 2-1: Jiost-ilo n.(‘rop!an(‘S to tlio number 
ol* 21 eanu) in a.t <liften‘nt points in l^c*iit a.nd 
lOsse.v. soon aftc'r 7 o’e.loelv. and a buv of them, 
l‘oll(Jwin^ th(‘ TJuimes, attacked Loralon about S. 
TJiey stay(‘<l for a.bout an liour trying to pent‘- 
trate t-ho cleh'iiees, but only one or at most two 
suee<‘eded i?i doing so. Neverf la'less t h<^ykille<l 
21 j)ersons aial jnjun‘<l 7(). JJombs w(‘ro 
dro])p(Ml, among otlier ])la<*('s, on tlu' Koya! 
.■\ea<d(‘my t)f .Arts amd la'au’ the Kit/, Mot<‘l in 
I *ic'<*a.dilly. Next tivaming < lu' \'isit \n ais r<*- 
peai,t«'d, wit li aibout liadi' ats mai.ny maiehin<\<. In 
taiet. there M ais ii tlou))h‘ raiial. 'Tlie lirst Lrrouj) 
lliait aippra laelia'd l,ion<h)ii \Ner(‘ turiu'd bii<-k b\' 
gun hi'tx aind not mort‘ t han t wo aietuiilly penc‘- 
tr<»ti*'l the (h'ienea's. '^These man-*hiia's droppcMl 
ai jiumlxT ol bon»l>s in lh<* sout li-CM.'^t <‘rn oait- 
skirts aabniit 7. to. A sa^eond group wliicli came 
up liavh’ am iiour laita*!* ^^^•re alriNi'n oiT. Xine 
]UMtj)h' wei’a* kilh'd amd 2.‘5 i!»juri'al, must of lluan 
l.y a singh' laanb. 

X«) alt. tempt, wais inanh' on Septaanber 2h anal 
27, but on the 2Stli 2(^ raiider'^ crossed t h«' <*o;ist 
aat vairious point-, in Suffolk. tXsex, amd Jveut 
in ai sueiM'ssiuii of i>'Ia.\ Many oT tha'iii were 
turiaMi bank by the eoaist ad batteries, aual the 
h‘W tied pt‘rs<‘Aen‘d in tlrar ait tempt to reaieh 
Jjomlon failed t<» paau trate the outer alefenees, 
'Two wa'i'e slint a!e\\n, ajiia* in tlu* rjiames 
(‘st uary and t lu' aither off t lio coast. Xo 
(‘a^suaitios wt^re repairtcHb On the 2t)t!i a 
detiTiuineal »xnd simultauu'a^us axttaiek wais inada^ 


on Londajii by It) raiidiu-s, approaeliing in thriM^ 
groups from differc'nt alirc'ct ions. however, 

were bi*okf*n up by gun tin*, but foiu* maehini's 
inaimiga'd to gc^t through ainal alivip bombs in 
tha .1 north“east(*rn and south-eaistern distriel-s. 
A fonrtli grou[> which attempted to approa(*h 
Lonalon latc'r wc^re drivcai off. The easualtia*.'^, 
14 kill(‘d amd . .S7 injun'd, were remarkably 
light, considering t halt the bombs f(‘ll in thickly 
popiilatoal ain as. One maichine was brought 
down by tlie Dover guns. On Suiulay evc'ning, 
Se[)tembt*r TUh two groups of »*in*my maiehint*s, 
followed by others flying singly, 25 in aill, 

erossi'd tlm Kent amd Kssex eaiaist lM‘t.U(‘eii 
(». lO auid S, and manhi for J^iondon. About 
10 penetratiMl th(‘ out(‘r ilehaiei's, and h/ur 
or five got througli t-o l..ondon itsi'lf. ^'et the 
material daimaga* wais not gr(*ait, amd of (lie 

14 aleaitlis only two were in London. Tlu* 

numbt'i* of injun'd w;»s :}S. 

Idle last of this series n\' raiids, 1 liat on 
October. 1, wais in saane wai\s the iu<_>st deh'r- 
mined of aill, lai-^ting for aibout thre«‘ hours. Four 
ili.-^tiiict grou[)S of maieliines, pt rluips 18 in 
numlu*r, took jiart in the aittaiek. first 

group, <*rossing the t^'^.sex eoai.st. ai]»out 7 o’eIoc*k 
amd proei‘ed!iig .across Kssex tajw'aiTvis Ijondoii. 
ileliveivd tlie first alt t aick on the Metrojiolis from 
tlie imrth-eai.st aibout 7.45. ]Most <»f the raiiilers 
were driven baiek, but one or two snceeealed in 
piej*ei»ig tlie defenecvs and dropped bombs in the 
south-western airea aibout 8.15. The si eond 
grt>up, tit an inb^rval of about ai quarter of am 
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hour, followed t he same course and at tempt (hI 
to enter at various points in thenort h and nt>rl h- 
w»\st. Tliey, Jiowever, lia<l no success until 
shortly aft*'!’ i) p.ni., when a h w of tlu in crossed 
over l^oiidon anti dropped honilis, ajrain in t h«j 
soiith-westerfi district. A lean w hi tlu* third 
l^roup came in over K(ait a.n<l tlro[)pcd bombs 
at various places, but did not far west wanis. 
'fht' fourth group ero.-si'il tin* Kssex coast 
about' 8.«5(), and arrivt'il /a^ar boiMkin about an 
hour later, but faik'd to peiu'lratc Ix'yond the 
nortJi-easterji outskirts. Auairi the ea.sua.Ities 
were light —11 kilk*d anti M injured. 

Th<‘ next full moon saw three raids, 'fwo 
of tlitan — f)ne in th«^ evening of October 21) 
with about lO ma.c*liincs, a-nd tin* otln*!* at i/M) 


m tln^ morning of tla^ :tlst ^^iih only tw.» - 
wc*re insignificant an<I were i*omplct c!y n pnlscd, 
but the think <»n tin* <*\t*nnig of the ,‘Mst, uas 
ol the most elaborat<* and p« rsist<‘nt character. 
Sevtai ihstiiM't ei-oups of nau hiiH's \Nen‘ em- 
ployed, each consisting of | hre»* <,r four, and, m 
ad<lilion, individual raideis aUaeked the* 
K**nlish e.oa -,1 belwi'on midnu^lit and l.:’>Oa.m. 
'khe tirst grouf) lame over the Kentish et)ii.st, 
abtait l<>. ir>, but did lait gel f.n- westwards, 
a.nd Jiad to content themselvi's uitli Ixaulimg 
vnrious pla.c(‘s on and ueai- the coast. *Simul- 
1 a.nt*ou‘-l \' the s(*<*on<l and lim’d groups steered 
f«>v\ards Loudon along the smith bank of tlio 
I haiues. Low, thin cloixls. cov'ermg h df 
to t hre«‘.puai ters m‘ t lie skv . rendei-t d obsoi v a- 
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A BOMB ON THE THAMES EMBANKMENT: DAMAGE AT THE BASE OF 

CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLE. 
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THK CAl’lUKHl) JMLOT OF ONE OF THE 
UAIUEKS OF DECEMBER 6, 1917. 

He wears the ribbon of the Iron C^ross. 

tion ; yol- ilu-ir allitiidi’ was correctly 

calciilal « il, and jnst. hcfoi'i' inidni^lit tln*\ 


\v<.*rc brok(‘n up by gun fire, on tlie south -caster* i 
outskirts of London, whore they dropped some 
bombs. A fourth group corning along the 
Tliarnes estuary was turned back about lJalf\^a^ 
to London. ^Meanwhile a fifth group, follow cil 
at an interval of about a tiuarter of an hour by 
a sixth, came ovc»r the Essex coast, and flew in 
the direction of London along the nortli biink 
of the Thames. Some machines out of btitli 
these groups managed to get through to tin* 
south-eastern district, and iliscliarged souh* 
bornVrs, and One or two iiiac-hines also dro 2 )]H-d 
bombs on the soutii- western outskirts, d’lu- 
sevojitli group, which approached along tJie 
south bivnk of the river, were dispi'rsed by 
gun tiro before reaching the < niter London 
defence's. Thus, although the weather con 
ditious \v(‘ro not favouralrle for the defence, 
our guns and aircraft prevented all but about 
tlu’ee of the assailants, which iimnbered 24 
in all, from reacliing tJie heart oi London. 
Ten persons were killed and 22 injured 

Eive weeks elapsed before tlu' next raid, and 
wluai it came, on .Decem]K3r (i, it reaelu*d London 
at the unpleasant hour of 5 in tlie morning and 
roused people out of tlu'lr sleep. It. started on 
the Kent roast about whim the first group 

of raiilers drop]>ed ))ombs at various points on 
and near the coast. An hour and a half later 
a second grou]3 made the land, and proceeded 
up the 'riiames and Sf>me distaiiee into Ivimf. 
Possibly^ both these attacks were merely feints, 
intended to draw tin* gun fire and oxliaust the 
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FUNRRAl. Al' BKIXI'ON OF SFKCIAI. GONSTAHLF, KIN(;. 

Killed while on duty in the air raid of December IS» UM7* 


ilofonocs, lor Mit^ iva-l .serious iittack <li<l ii<>t 
begin till an liour later. Jh*t\vee.n \ aial 4,:i(l 
t\Vf) groups of liostile iiiaeliiues crosse<l tlie losses 
eoasl aial tJu*(‘e the Kent coast, a..nl pro<-eetle<l 
towiirtls LiOu<lou oil eonv<'rging <*<»urs<*s, app i.- 
rentlv with tlu' idi'a of deliv'ering (ixe ^^imul- 
tanoous attacks from tlie northeast, <‘ast, and 
soutli-east. 'The scIkmuc, however, tailed. 'L'Ih* 
w hol(' of one group wert' t unit'd hack hy gun 
tiro, a-iid of the otlu'i's only st)nie live or .--.ix' 
machines W'cre ahh' to makt* tJieir wj».y into 
Dondou Most of the homhs di*f)pped in tliis 
“ eodv-ei'ow' raid vv'ei’e <»t th<i ineendiar\ kin<l, 
and a numb«_*r of tires wt*re startfd I a it wfro 
r|uiel<|y got under control hy tht' Ihigatle. 

baghl piaipiti w'en' kilh^d aial l!«S mjuretl, a.nfl 
tw’o of the Got has wt're hronglit down by anti- 
aircraft guns, six men wlu) tormecl tin* two 
crews being ea-ptured aliv^'c. 

Tin* group systian of attack w’as again adopti'd 
in tla^ next mid, w hich was mad<' un<l<*r a. ^ oung 
moon on December 18. Retwi'cii h la and 
in tlie I'veiiing three groii[)s of raiders er'».-.(‘d 
tin; coast of Kent, aiul tJiree other tiroiij>'- t h«^ 
coast of Kseex about the same time. All naule 
f<ir London, but mo.st of them were turned hac k 
by gnn fire at varic^us points, and of the wJioh* 
tiumbc^r of 10 or 2(i cjiiiy aixait five aciuaily 


readied the metropolis a.ud boinbiMl it between 
7 aial 8. Later, aliont h, a single machine* maete 
its wav m ov<*r London. At h a-.d. one* ol tln» 
i*a.i<lers was hit. hy machine* gun liie^ fieini e>no 
of oeir M,er< » plane’s over fjondeai. and wa.s ulti- 
ma.te*!^’' l)i*ought elowii into the* sea e»lt tin* (‘e>a.f-l» 
of Ke*nt ; two eait ol tin* e*re‘W' e>t tlil*ee W'e'i’e 
rescin <1 hy an arnn'el 1 raw le*r. b'onrte*<*n pe*r^e)ns 
we re* killeel aijel So injiiieil, tin* m.ej« rity of lln> 
ca-iialtie s o<*euri*mg in Loiieteai. 

rin* l.i.'^t raid ed' the y* eir, on I >ee*enil>er 2lJ, 
wa ^ an m«‘l’l’e*e*H ia,l alfair, m g >i l •* «>t I In* a,-siii*ane e 
of th<*tH*rma.n i*e*port that homh ; were: <li*e>pp' . I 
fre e‘l\’ (»n Sln‘**rne‘^ : a,in! I)e>\e*r. I In re* wa i 
de>ul)fe* a(lae*k. 'I’ln* fir^l, was a,ttemf*led on 
the* Kent e-oa t sen a i alt-r t) e>’e*le>ek Jii tln^ 
e\e*ning, whe‘n, e.wing t.* a Ir.-.li ma t h-. a.st wind 
and rain anel -ne»w •..pialls tin* we‘atln r ew.n- 
ditieens el. el met om iii at. all fave>m*ahle fen- sue-h 
.in « nte*rpnse*. 'I’ln* only icsnit wa.s that e,n • 
raiele*!* wa- feuccel tu lie*, e e nel ‘■l‘)Se^ to the» e*,,a,.‘, 
its <!rc*w of thre*e; being eaptur<*el alive*. 'Pin! 
se'ceaiel adaek, about was ne> nmn^ sue<-e-- - 

fell ; a :e*\v beanhs were* elreippeMl in 'riiane t, l)ut 
cause ei no damage*, niJite*ri}il or pe rsonal. 

l-'or tin* tir^t four \vc‘i*ks of < he- le>lle>w inir ye* ir 
(P.M8) tin* c*ountrv was le ft in prac-e* ; tln-n •> i 
January 28 uiiel 2^1, whe*ii tJiej moeni was luli, 
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\Ofln ml f>h. ( nt.x H lo/fynahl i rircJ, 

THH DAMACJiiU PKINTINCJ WORKS IN LONO ACKK. 


t wo serious *iir a,ttn,rks wero inado on London. 
On tho tirsti oeoa-sion four <:Trou[)s of raiders, 
oaeh eoinposed of two or tlirc'O inaeliinc^s, or 
10 in all, ca’ossc'd thc^ ecaist at (iifferont points 
at about H o’clock. Tlio t wo ina<;liiues of th<’ 
tirst which cainc in at Felixstowe^* 

ont<cr('d London through Keanford, and while 
one dropped bombs in the east at Stepney ami 
Popljir. the <»th<'r a.tla.ekt‘<l J^ambeth an<l 
Wamlswortli in the wt'st.. The second ^roup, 
a.lso of t-wo inae^hines, ea-iui' over by tlu^ North 
Fortdand and trav('lled alonj.i: tin? south bank of 
till' 'rhanies ; botli ^ot thron^li to London, but 
while one drt)pped bombs in Hackney a-ncl Hol- 
born, tlie other ap|)arently di<l notliiui?. Of th<^ 
thivi^ ma.ehines in th(‘ third ^ron[), which came 
over the coast at. Walton and Cla<*lon, one was 
t-nriKMl back and oru^ bombed the nt‘i^hlHairhoo<l 
of Famden 1\)wn. Tlu' thin! attacked West. 
Ilampsteatl, and tJuai litnv baciv iNistwards, 
pursued from the east of London by two scoiit- 
intij aeroplane's, wlii<‘h tinally brought- it down 
in flames at Wick ford in Ksst'x. The otliiua-s 
tt> whom tlu> credit of this h'at was dut' were 
C^apt-ain (I. IL Haekwili and Lieutena.nt (\ 
Jhinks, both of tiu' K.F.F’. '^Fhe fourth group of 
three inachin(‘S, whicli came in at Ramsgate, 
made no attempt on Loiulon, but contented 
thon\selvcs with ilropping bombs on Thanet tiiui 


Sheppey. A good deal Jatt r, about- 10.2o, a 
single giant rai<l('r cross(*d t lu^ coast at Hollesl«*y 
Hay. its course was rep(*a.tc'(lly cha.ngt'd by 
ai'roplane and gun attacks, but, aftt'i* passing 
ov'i'r Ipswit^h, C.'helmsford and Chiugford, it 
Wf)n its way to Lotulon, and a.ftca* midnight 
droppeil bombs in Ik'tlinal t;i*,‘fn and in th(‘ 
m'ighlxairhood of Waterloo T^ridgt^ a-nd the 
Sa.voy. Th(^ ordeal of L<.»ndon thus lastt'd four 
f>r hv'c hours ; an<l the total of casualties was 
heavy ()7 killcMl and KiO injured. N('arly 40 
of tlm deaths w('i*t^ dm^ to a single} 50 kg. bomb, 
ilropped by tlie giant raider on a printing works 
in Long Acre, whei'e a laige number of petjple 
had congregatcMl for shelter. 

On .Jamuiry 20 t-In' attack was again pro- 
longiul, and was delivered by three giant a?id 
thri*e or four smaller machines. The first butch 
came over the coast at different points about 
0.:i0, and was folio w('d by a- second batch an 
hour or more latca*. Th»' rt'sults wt'r*} scanty. 

casualties — 10 dc'aths and 10 cases of 
injury — wei*e all caused by a giant raicka* of 
tlu' fii*st batch, which after ]>assing Hertford 
and Pott(*r\s Har about 11, visited Isleworth, 
Kew, Richmond, ("hiswick, Rai-nes, Wands- 
worth and Oamberwt'll, in its vain e'.fforts to 
make its way into the eenti’e of London. 

It was about this tiim^ that the Oermans were* 
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kiml enough to explain, d propos of a savage 
onslaught on Paris — the In's!. iitM’oplane attac*k 
in force on that city — which they iiunle witli 
about 25 machines on »Tanuarv ‘10, the 

object of the raids on Loiitlon, thougli pai-tly 
to <*aust^ <lainagc, was chiefly to f()r<*<‘ us to 
maintain an <*norinous baircd aerial /.one on 
th(^ Kast 0(.>ast, at- the ('xpt'iise «if the si‘rviei*s 
at the front. On the othei’ liand, tlie attack 
Paris was merely by way of rt^pi'isal for Preneh 
attacks on opt^n t Jenna n towns. 

fn Kel>ruary, fieroplaiu^ raids were rt'portiMl 
on three successive niglits — the lOtli, 17th, aial 
ISth— in favourable wt'at her with the moon in 
lu'r first cjuai’ter ; but they were nt>f. <in a larger 
s(rale and w<‘re for the most, part frustrated by 
our (h'fe'iices. The last of tiu* tliree — if it ever 
took [>laee, whi(*h is by no nit'ans (*i.‘rtain — 
was a. (‘fanplet.e fia.seo, ami no onci was 
killed or injured. On the 17th a single giant 
a(*rfiplani‘ crossed London from L(‘\\'ishn.ui to 
Mildmay Park, <Iroppiiig a. lunnhei’ of botnhs 
as it werit. Its methods si'emtMl mori‘ seiiaififie 
than was usual with tln' raid(M’s, and tlur «*ul- 
niinatioii of its attack, hy which much damage 
was dont* to tlie St. Pa.neras llotc'l, app(‘ai*e«l a 
wt'll-<*aleulattMl piee.(‘ of work. It was respon- 
sible in all for killing 21 jum-soiis and injuring 52 
utiiers. On t h(' Kith t her<r wcav* thrc'c giants. 


One \'ent.ur<'d just to ])ut its nose the laitd 

at St. Margi\?('t 's Kay, nnd »inIoaili‘il IS bombs, 
which <‘aus4M| no easualuj's, and anothi'i* ranged 
over Ivssex with 4'ijual ita‘lY(M*t i\'iMiess. 'Tho 
t liir< 1 iMiiiu' tip t lu' Kl.ii-kw a t *'?•. ami, aft ta* f ii ruing 
sout h \V4\st to t ht> Noim' and ( J l axarstaa I, enf«a*«>d 
London l»y \\ oolwieh. riua**' it daniag 4 '<l tlu'r 
(lairison (Mnirch. and laUa- it <lropp(‘d a hianb 
at iMu'lsea Hospital, urei lungan old h«>uso and 
killing an otliei'r, his \\it«\ lua sister, aixl thr»'e 
children. h^inally it sliowtat'd eight .YU kg. 
bombs on sonn' allot na nt s at Kt‘ekt'nham. 

In Mari'h tluau' was onl\' laa* aeroplan*' raid, 
on tin* night of the 7th, hut it eo\t*i’t*(l a wale 
aiea, inelmiing l\4*nt, h7ss4*\. I ha t fordshir»‘, 

Ktaliord^.liire and Lomlon. Si\ giant niaehim*s 
startl'd, hut om* did not c*ross t In* 4** )a>l . <)fth 4 r 
r4‘niaining fiv4‘ tlu‘4‘4‘ n*a4*h4‘d London. Omr 

lumiluMl Hainpsti'ad ami St. d4>hn\s Wooil, ajiil 
an4)th4a‘ k'ft its mailvs 4>n (J4>l4l4‘r’s (Jr4*4Mi, 

h^inehh'v. Mill Hill and \\’ ht‘t st » im*. 'Tin* thiril 
flew rigid a4*r4>ss L4>mlon fi-4an 4*ast t4> W4*st, aiiii 
dr44pp4*<l a 5tM) kg. bianh at \Varringt4)n (‘I’lrs- 
<‘4*nt in Kaildington, wh4*r4* it 4lainag4'4l 20 hmises 
s«*ri4>usly and 400 slightly. 'I’nis was the only 
b4)mb 4>f t hat, si/.i* dr4)p|)4*{! in tin* raid, hut, t ]i4*r<< 
W4*n‘ 4‘ighf of 100 kg. ami 25 4)f 50 kg., fiva* 4»f |,he 
fof*im*r ami 1 (f 4)f t hi* la 1 1 i*r fa Ming in the Lomlon 
a 1*4 *a. 



[Ojjicial photoL’,fa t'fi. ^ i ft ropyn'i^lf rr^^rrrr^. 


WKliCKEU HOUSE IN THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, CHICLSIiA. 
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THK W'HIT-SUNDAY RAID, 1918: A CRASHED BOMBER. 
Showing an unused bomb, Indicated by the arrow. 


This wiis of special interest owiiip; to tlio 

pi'ciiliar iiu'teorulogical coiiditrons iiiuler which 
it was <*airie(l out. Just as luoujili^lit- was 
l^eiiern-lly regarded as a. certain jiroloelion against 
the visit of /<’pi)elins, so th<.‘ belief was widely 
held that if there was no moon iiotliing was to 
bi‘ feared from ai -ropla ne-'^. Then* were, it is 
t ruo, prophi't s who a\ erred that time w<»uld 
show this eomfortahle faith to n'st on a.n 
nnsoma! basis, but , in fact , so fai* no ai'rojihna^s 
liail come except on niglits when then' was 
.some moon, and the no-moon no-raid Ihfory 
had been jnstilied. ()n March 7, iiowiwer, 
there ^\as no moon, \’et the exei'ption did n<^1 
disprove the rnl<', for tliere ^\,l.s .'>oinet hii ig 
betti'i*. in the shape of a remarivably brilliant 
disj)Ia.y of tlu' Aurora Borealis, the light <_>f 
which, being prael iealiv inonoehroinat ie, gave 
t!V'en better visibilitv' and detinilion than bright 
moonlight. riu' (a'l'inans promptly sta/.eil t ht^ 
opport unity, and ]>ossibly clu'rished the 

liopt' that in tlu' ab.-icnee of the moon oiir 
dt‘ fences would be lulled to falsi* sfcurity, t hough 
if they tli«l, a-nd t'xpt'i'ted that our iU‘roplanes 
would not be rea-ily for tht'in, they wi'rt* saiUy 
tlisappointed. 

Ill April the enemy rs.sayed no aeroplane 


attack on this country, but in ^fay, on tho 
evoning of W hit *Sunda.v, t in* lOth, tla y made 
v\hat provod to b(‘ tlui iinal effort, for, although 
on tlirei' subseipient o(.*casions (Jinn* 17, July 
IS and Jul\" 2(>) single :\eroplanes appear'ed )>y 
day over tile Kont coast, tlieso transient visits 
ilid not ileserve to in* Called raids. Tlie WJiit- 
Suiidav' attack was eari*ied out, in clear still 
weather, a. few* daws Ixfore full moon, with 
-U or Jl maehiiK's. Of thi*se I !> rea<*hed 
l..ondon d ea.m»' ])\' diva rs routes from tin* 

coa-.! a-nd lav^ished their attention not. onl\' on 
Iveiit a.n<l lOsse.v but. also on \\idely si'parated 
districts of London — from the City to St. 
Jaiui's’s, from vstratford and Hast llain to 
Hegent’s Bark and Ivilliurn, and from C.’atfoid 
and Sydenham to Harringay and Kingshind. 
rhc'y dro[)[)ed li\e iiomos of .d(M) kg., .‘{o ol 
lot) and ov't*r lt)t) of at) Ivg., a.nd they killed 

40 persons and injured 177. But they by" n(» 
nuans escapt'd se(.>t-free. doing u]) in large 
numbers our airmen got into touch w ith sc'V'eral 
of them and brought down three; three* were 
shot liown by' anti-aircraft guns, at Dover, 
North Foreland aiul Soutlu nd ; one crashed 
owing to tniginc failure ; and three more are 
saitl to hav'e crashed in Belgium. 
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Tho loss of at loast 20 prr omt. of thoir 
raidiiip^ foroo was calciilat<‘(I to i!K*n»as<‘ llio 
CTt^miaiis’ r*'spt‘c*t for our dofi-iieos, and it is 
significant that after this raid, whieh, as it hap- 
fHMied, coineidetl witli a partieularly effertiv’e 
one etirried out by t he Allies on (.'olt)gne, t h«'y 
hegati to talk aljout tJie “ s(aiselt\ss iniir<ler of 
women and children” and to su>;gest iutei- 
national agn'CiiK'nt. for stopping i(,. VVdiat is 
jM-rhaps still inort' signitiea.nl is IJiat they never 
vtMitured on anotJuT raid against Fiondon, 
whereas I’aris, which was no easier for them to 
reach as a. mattc'r of liying, continued (o .-.ufler 
their attacks. 

Wi' may now turn to the dofensivo nu'asuivs 
tliat wei“t‘ adot)ted against air raids, and deal 
in t lie first, instance w it li th<'>s<‘ w hich may Ih» 
classtn] as proti'ctivo rather than as eounter- 
otfonsivo. 

In the cas(^ of airslii[is wdiieh came by night 
w'hen llu're w^as no moonliglit, darkiK'ss was 
iMM'ogni/.ed as a vahiablo ally. TIk' illumina- 
tion of thestre(Ms of kondon ainl ot ht*r places 
was thei-efoi'c r(‘dne<Ml as much as possibh', or 
e\'(‘n alxHished alt og<‘l h<*r, ami th<‘ <‘xhibition 
of bright lights from the wimlows of shops and 
ln>nst's was nrohibit tM h tliough occasionally 
aei'tylene tIarc'S wiae exposi'd in (»p<‘n ])laces 
wheie hoinl)s could do no harm, with tin'! id<‘a 


of drawing the einnny's fiiv. 'This policy' of 
c*.on<'oalmi‘nt was of diNtim-t benetit. So far as 
Ijondon was eoneei‘ned, no doubt the Thames 
pro\ ided a finger-}>ost that could not be hi»lchai 
art ili<*ia ll>', and it may or nia\' not hi* ( rne that, 
llu' ei-ews ot /I'ppelins, a'^ oiu‘ of thi'ir (M)m- 
rnanders a\t*rr(*d, fell ))y instinct whi*n they 
were near a larg«‘ mass of human brings; but. 
it. is ipiito t‘\ ident that the raidi'is wen' <»fleu 
IxwviMereil and without knowleilge of their 
w her<'a bout c'lse so mneh of their ammunition 
would not. ha\e been wasted on nriinhabited 
country'. In at least, one inslatuM* a. towai 
suffertal sevciely thi-t>ugh pr-ematmely 
lighting its street, lamps, and t Ini'- iMw ealing 
it self t o a /(‘ppelin which was w rone I supposed 
to ha \ e ( le| )a rl e< I, 

When air* !ai<ls were a iioxelty 1 hi'\ were 
t.rc'iitod as a kind of speeta<*lo, ami p(*opI(^ 
erowdtul into the streets and upon the roofs t»f 
houses in (U*dei* to wat<'h the attacks. In- 
creasing fa niiliai*it \ , lmwe\er, bi'cd eantn»n, 
not. c'ontenipt . ( ha dually it came to be iealr/,i‘d 

that, it was safer to be at hoim* or nndei* eo\'er, 
aiul that/ although the inmates of an ortlinary 
house st<.>od a po4>r ehanei* in the. ('vont of a 
dii*e(‘t bit., still tin* bla 1 ami (1\ ing splint«'i‘s 
fi’om exploclirig bombs, not l«» mention shrapm*! 
and fragments of slu*!! east's from (uir own guns, 
matle tiu‘ optar st ri'et.s on the w hoh* iuoim* 



SALVING A GOTHA WHICH WAS SHOT DOWN IN A RAID AND l•^;LL IN 

TIIF. SKA. 
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AEKOl’LAMl KAII> CASUALTIES. 



i 




Civilians. 




Sailors 

Dat«‘. 

Locality. 


Killed. 



Injured. 


and 

Soldiers. 



Mon. 

\\ omen. 

Children. 

*5 

o 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

'C 

.2 

i 

Injured. 

1914. 

Doc. 24 . . 

Oliver 











Dec. 25.. 

Kent . . 





















1015. 












F« b. 21.. 

F<5Rex 





_ - 














April 10. . 

Kent 

— 

















,Iuly 3 . . 

hlast Siittolk 



. 

_ . 




___ 






Sopt. 13. . 

Margate . . 


•> 

— 

2 

2 

4 

— 

6 

— 

— 

. 1910. 











Jan. 22-23 

Dover 


— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 

6 





Jan. 23 . . 

Kent 

— 

— 
















Feb. 0 . . 

Kent 

— 






- . 

2 

1 

.3 





Feb. 20 . . 

Kent and Ji. Suffolk 

1 

- 


I 

1 





1 




March 1 . . 

Hroadstairs, Mar^aU‘ .. 

— 

— 

1 

1 











March 19 

Deal, Dover, Margate and 
Knipsgate 

1 

3 

6 

10 

4 

3 

8 

15 

4 

11 

April 24.. 

May 3 . . 

DovtT 


- . 



— 





— 





Deal 

_ . 


— 

. 

.3 

1 

— 

4 



— 

May 19-20 

Kent ami D»)v<t 

— 

— 

- 

- 

- 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

July 9 . . 

Kent (N. F<»rcJand) 

— - 

- 

— 

— 

— 


— 

. 



— 

JiilvO-lO 

Dover 

— 



- . 


— .. 











Au«. 12.. 

Dover 

— 















7 

Sept. 22.. 

Kent and Dover. . 

— 












. _ 



___ 

Oct. 22.. 

ShcernesH 

— 

— 

- 




. . 



. _ 

__ 



Oct. 23 . . 

Margate . , 

- - 

- 


- . 

1 

1 

— - 

2 





Nov. 28.. 

London . . 








4 

6 



li) 

■ 



lOlt. 












March 1 . . 

Kent. 

_ . 






1 

5 

6 





March 10 

Kent and Margate 

— 

— 

— 

— 





. _ 

. — _ 



March 17 

Kent 

__ 

— 

— 









— 

__ 



April 5 . . 

Kent and Ramsgate 


. — 


. - 

_ 




— 





May 0-7. , . . | 

London . . . . . . 

1 



1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

> ,, 


May 25 . . 

Kent and F olkestono . . 

17 

34 

26 

77 

28 

51 

15 

91 

18 

08 

.luiu'b .. .. 

Ks.sex and Kent. . 

3 



;i 

.3 

4 

1 

8 

10 

26 

JiUM* 13. . . . 

Margate, K-isex, Lomhui 

?>o 

25 

;I3 

158 

213 

110 

102 

425 

4 

7 

July 4 . . 

Lssox and Suttolk 

3 



3 

1 



. _ 

1 

14 

29 

,|tUy7 .. 

Margate and L<mdon ., 

38 

9 

8 

55 

95 

45 

50 

190 

'2 

3 

July 22 . . 

Mssex and Snitolk .. 1 

1 

- - 

- - 

1 

1 

2 



3 

12 

23 

Aii^j;. 12. . 

L^sex ami Margate 

10 

13 

0 

.32 

1.3 

19 

12 

44 


2 

Aiil'. 22.. 

Kent 

<i 

1 

1 

8 

4 

2 

7 

13 

4 

12 

Sept. 2-3 «. 

l)<»ver .. .. 



— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

6 

1 

— 

Sept. 3-4 

Kent . . . . . . 

. — 

1 

— 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 

131 

90 

Sept . 4-5 

Home Counties and 

Ijondon 

7 

8 

1 

16 

20 

29 

10 

59 

3 

12 

Sept. 24-25 

Kent , liissex, lamdon . . 

5 

4 

2 

11 

24 

24 

•> 

50 

10 

20 

Sopt. 25-20 

K«'nt and London 

({ 

4» 


8 

9 

9 

3 

21 

1 

2 

Sept. 28-20 

Homo Connti«'s .. 

- 

- - 


— 

. — , 










Sept. 20-30 

K(Mit and London 

4 

5 

1 

13 

41 

.34 

7 

82 

1 

5 

Sept. 30-Oct. 1 . . 

Kent , I'DsJ’X, London .. 

5 

4 . 

— 

9 

17 

13 

3 

33 

5 

5 

Oct. 1-2.. 

Do. 

7 

4 

. — 

11 

18 

19 

4 

41 



Oct. 20-,K» 

Mssex . . . . . . 



_ _ 

— . 

_ , 









1 

Oct. 31 . . 

K<'nt and Dover. . . . I 
















.. 

Oct . 3I-N(»v. 1. . 

Kent, Kssex, London .. | 

4 

3 

1 

8 

8 

0 

1 

21 

2 

] 

Deo. 0 . . 

Do. .. j 

1 

5 

1 

7 

13 

8 

t) 

27 

1 

1 

Dec. 18.. 

Do. 

5 

5 

4 

14 

42 

23 

14 

79 



6 

1018. 






1 






Jan. 28-20 

Do. 

22 

26 

17 

65 

79 

50 

31 

160 

2 

6 

Jan. 20-30 

Do. 

•I 

3 

5 

10 

7 

‘1 

1 

10 





Feh. 10-17 

1 Do. 

T 

5 

3 

9 

3 



3 

6 

3 



Feb. 17-18 

Do. 

16 

4 



20 

17 

9 


26 

1 

6 

Feb. 18-19 

1 Do. 







. _ 




! — 




March 7-8 

Kent , ]'L>ex, Herts, Heds. 
and London . . 

8 

9 

4 

21 

9 

28 

2 

39 

2 


May 19-20 

Kent, JiJssex, London 

17 

2t» 

6 

43 

57 

67 

26 

1.50 

1 ^ 

27 

June 17 . . 

Kent 


— 

— 

-- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 


'rotals. at'roplune raids . . 

282 

195 

142 

619 

741 

585 

324 

1,650 

238 

400 


'rotal.-, aiishi]! raids 

217 

171 

110 

498 

587 

431 

218 

1,236 

58 

121 


tiraml ’I'otals . . 

499| 

366 

2.52 

1,117 

1.328 

1,016 

542 

2,886 

296 

521 


Totii] ousiuvHios, civilian and military, Ainsiiip 1.913 (556 killed, 1,357 injured). 

Total eiv^iiiiltios, civilian ami military, Aekoplani;: K.aids, ‘,*,907 (857 killed, 2,050 injured). 

Total cnsunltic<, civilian and military. All Raids, 4,820 (1,413 killed, 3,407 injured). 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


275 


dangerous. This lesson was driven home by 
the Folk^tone raid of May 23, 1917, when 
many casualties occurred in a street crowded 
with people marketing, and thereafter the 
demand for public warnings, to give time for 
shelter to be found, gathered intensity. 

Warnings of hostile aircraft reaching tho 
coast w’ere, of course, sent to the military and 
police authorities in London and other inland 
places, but for long the Government resisted 
the proposal to circulate them among the 
public generally. Tt was y^ointod out, not 


with that object. This proposal brought to 
light another tlifficulty — that of making tho 
warning effective — for in refusing to adopt it 
the Cathetlral authorities pointed out the un- 
doubted fact that the bell would bo audible 
only to a very few ])eople. A few days later 
the Homo Sf'crt'iary, after receiving a deputa- 
tion of London mayors, stated as tho definite 
decision of tho Calnnet tliat it^ras not dc'sirabJe, 
in existing circuinst-ances, to givt' publi<* warn- 
ings of air raids in London, 15ut. circ\imstances 
a])]>art'ntly changinl rather rapidly in tir' official 



MUBll-K AN TI-AIKCKAFT GUNS 
Used in the defence of London. 


without force, that inany more j-aids woi-4‘ 
threatened than actually took y;lace, and that 
tc 3 give jiublic warning of every y>ossible rairl 
would merely bo to causes unnec<issary' alarm. 
Another official j>oint of view wiis that tho 
result of giving notice would actually bo to 
bring peoydo into the streets. The public 
feeding was, however, in favour of warnings. 
After the J..ondon rai<l of June 13, 1917, < he 
Lord Mayor announced that h(? intended to 
give the citizens immediate notice wh<?n he 
received warnings of impending air raids, ami 
that ho was in communication with the Derail 
and Chapter of St. Paul’s as to the yjractica- 
bility of ringing the great boll of the Cathetlral 


view, and on July 13 < he ( ’ominissiuner t)f I*olico 
i.ssuchI the aiiiioiUKMniHnit tluif. when he rtuu'ivtMl 
intelJigence that ent^my airc?raft weni fiyiJig 
towards London, j)oliee, both i-egular and 
sy)eeial, would Ix' sent- fliroiigh tla^ stretds 
exhibiting a ])laeard witli the ins(a’i]>tion, 
“ PoIi(H> Noi iro. I’ake ( V>v^er.” Warning was 
given in this way for the first time t)n July 14, 
but there was no raid, and ev’t^ii b<*ft)r(i th(^ polie.e 
Imd time to feavo some of tlie stations with f htdr 
“ T.ake Cover ” notices, the “ All ( 3car ” signal 
was receiviMl. Thrt'c days lat(?r a test of sirc^ns 
as a m<‘aiis of giving warnings was made, l^ut 
provetf (yuite unsatisfactory. Experiments were 
then tried with two other devict^s —one a rocket 


276 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


which, hui*sting at a height of 150 feet, set free 
a ]>araelinte from which was suspended a 
sinoko flare* or a sc^rios of calc?ium lights, and the 
other a sound signal which <letonatod with a 
loud report at a hcaght of 200 feet. As thti 
se cond inetijod seemed the most suitable of all 
that had betai sugg<?sU;d, it was ad<ii)tcd and put 
in i)p(‘ration with a precipitancy that contrasted 
curiously with eg,rlier hesitation. The official 
tif.'cisioii was j)ublishod on Saturday, July 21, 
too late for nif>st pfHjplo to hear of it, and next 
day London was awakened at 8.30 from its 
Sunday morning slumbers by the sound of 237 
rockiits hrod from 70 lire stations. Not un- 
natuially it imagined that it was h<‘aring the 
sound of guns which denoted that a raid was in 
progrt^ss, but iii fact th(jro was no raid neaier 
than Harwich. 

"rh<^ arrangement finally adopted was that 
two souial signals or m n oons shouM be llrod 
at intervals of 15 s»‘c.onds from fire-brigade 
stations so seJoctod as to cover the nwiv of th<* 
County of London, whih* outside tho 0)unty, 
hut within a 10-milo radius of (Jhai*it»g Cross, 
two signals wore to bo (Ii-cmI from lo<*al police' 
stati«)ns. Simultaneously constables on foot ami 
on eyeh^s were to eirenlate through tlm st.r<‘ets 
<*xhihiting a ])ln<*ard with “'bake Cov'<*r ” in 
red hittei’s, wdiih* similarly at tho end of t.h<' rai<l 
they weit^ to show' “All (.3<*ar ” pla<*ar(N in 
black lett<‘rs. J’his met hod applied to th<‘ 
London area only, tho local aut hoi-il ios in (»l hei’ 
])laees Ix'ingleft to n iak(' their ow'ii arrangtamaits* 
and the souikI siL^nnls w’cro usf'd onl\' for iai<ls 
hy day, fiom half an hour before sunrise to half 
an hour after- suns»'t, though at otla-r hours 
th<‘ police circulated their “ 'Takt' Cover'' 
notici's. I )(*mands w<*ro made from time to time 
tlmt tin*- maroons should he tii-ed w’hen night 
ra.ids wen' impemling, onl\' to hr- (Countered 1»\ 
ollleial staXeiueiits tliat tho who e c|uesti(*ji 
was being ?-<'ei)nsid<‘nM| ; and except ha 
illuminated motor (*aT-s wen^ (wnployod, w li(*n 
availahk*, t<^ eai-ry the* “ Takt' Cover*” notic*t*s 
through tho streets, and bngk's wer-e introduced 
to give t h(' ” All Clear," little ehangt* was made 
till .lanuai'v, lOLS. Tt was then annoimt*ed 
that tht> inai'oous would he tii-ed ns late as 
11 p.m., but that frt)iu that lumr until sunrise 
tht‘y would be fin'd only if there was not tiiiu' 
to mobili/.t' constables to cavi’y round the 
w’aining i>liu'aids. Finally, in March it was 
(k'eiiled to giv(^ marooir w’arnings i\t all hours 
of the <lay and night. 

Since the object of these warnings w’as to 


clear people off the streets an<l induce tnem to 
get into shelter, it was an obvious corollary to 
provide places in which they could take cover. 
Voluntary effort led thc^ way. The Corporation 
of London arranged for tho cry£>t of the Guild- 
hall aiul portions of the Ciiiitral Criminal Court 
in tJu5 Old Bailey to be available for tho purpose, 
and the Lord Mayor affixed outside the Mansion 
House the notice, “ During an air raid persons 
may take shelter in this building at their own 
risk ” —an example wlxich was extonsivt'ly 
folhiwed by the occupiers of other large build- 
ings. Police stations, public libraries, galleries, 
churches, schools, w^c're thrown ox^en. The 
sfatious of the tube railways jirovod (^specially 
popular, and evem when no raid had been 
aimouriced or was at all likely were so crowded 
with jx'opU^ from flimsy lious(\s t hat the ]iroblem 
of maintaining them in deec'nt, sanitary con- 
dition (hreatciK'd to bt'COJne serious. In 
October 1917, when it was (*stimated that tho 
shelters already ava.ilahl(* would aercommodate 
a bout a million persons, a n'gulatiun w as made 
uiidc'r tho Def(*n(;('i of t he itealm Acts ordt'ring 
(‘verybody in possession of suitabh^ sht'ltc'i* to 
pla(*o it at tlie disposal of tin* public if requir(*<l. 
The Government arranged to givt' sandbags 
fr('(‘ of charge to l<»eal authorities who agrc'ed 
to ]>rovide sa-iid and labour and to x)lac(* the 
tilled bags in the \vindow\s and a,j)ertiiros of 
shelters, and some local aiit liorities also 
d(‘c*oral c‘d their slrt'c-t- lamx)s with arrows 
point, ijig in the <li^^ction of the m'arest shelter. 
Many p<*<»pl<' sought a. m(:n'<' pt'iuia.nent form 
ot e<)V(‘r from nig) it raids by n 'moving thcin- 
Nclve.s ii, ud tlii'ir families from London to 
th‘ ('iieireling country districts, and one result 
w <i.s tJial their ila.ily journeys u[) to London 
for thc'ir business purposes eongesti'd tht* rail- 
wa\"s to sueli a.n I'xti'jilr t liat, tiu' issue of season 
ti<*kels laul to be n-strieted. 

( Jom*«*rte<^l measures w en* takt'ii to deal with 
the (iut bri'alvs of lire w'hitdi it was one of the 
ohjj'cts of the enemy to cause. Tn May 1915 
it was ciecii_led to reiiiforei' w ith motor pumping 
eiigiiw's from oth(*r districts t liose areas in whieli 
under lua'inal Conditions fires were most fre- 
qin'nt and serious, siniM' through the regular 
iuti'reliaiige of information between the fire 
brigades ot 1,-uiidoii and Berlin and Hamburg 
the Ceriuaiis were well a>ware of tliosi* areas and 
might he expected to pay spet'ial attention to 
them if fhc'ir aircraft could locate them. Tho 
fire brigade, wdiich had been di'pleted by about 
300 Rest'rvists at tlie outbreak of war, was 
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strengthened by volunteers, turncucks ami 
others, and in order to make the existing 
resources go as far as possible it was arranged 
that only one engine should atUuid a call, instead 
of thetliree or more that would he sent out under 
noniial conditions. These dispositions wen*, 
soon put to the ttvst. in the Zeppelin raid of 
May 31, 1915, about 49 ealls were received 
within 10 minutes, but an engine was dispatched 
immediately on receipt of <‘aeh call, and though 
25 explosiv'e an<l (>8 incendiary bombs were 


December G, when 276 incendiary bombs fell 
in the Dondon area, motor engines from ] 3 oints 
so far distant as Twickenham and AVembley 
were used for ext inguisliing a fire in Shoreditch, 
these and other engines liaving been previously 
closed in on t lie hazardous areas in t h<‘ ctnitre 
of Liondon. Public authorities, private firms 
ami the London Salvagi' (’orjis alike ])laceil their 
resource's at the disposal of tht‘ Kir*' Brigade*, 
and most vahnible* assist ane*<' was re*nel(*re*el by^ 
the Lonelon Volunteer* Jtitli“s, whe) for 3.\ ye'ars 



ONE UE SEVERAL EOKMS OF 

drojjped only four or five fire*s were* greater t ha.n 
cejuld bej d(*a.lt with by one e jjgine*. W’liem tJie* 
positions in wliich the*, bombs fe*ll we -re- plottesl 
em a nia-i) it- appe-an'd that Ihe? track followe*(l 
by t he* Zeppe*lin liad beu*n chejse-n se) as te» pa.s>. 
oveT the* a.i‘e*a wdiiejli ejxpe*riene e iiiehe ated wa-- 
the me)st. elangcrouH one fe)r fire-s. 

Afte'r thei daylight raid e)f .July 7, 191 it 
was thought' ael\ isable* to cfieu-dinate* 99 fire* 
brigade's in an area of about 759 scpiare* mile*s 
anel to arrange* that they should attenel in 
Lonelon during airraieis anel act W'itlit he Lonelon 
Fire^ ilrigaelee under tiiej elirection of J-iieut.- 
Commander S. fc>Jaden. Prom Seiptembe*r 1917 
to the end of the war e»ngines frejin ejiitsidej 
came into J^e^nelon on 19 occasions, anel e^n 


NOTICE TO “TAKE COVER.*' 

rnainta.incel a. fh-t a.chnn'nt at h'lrej Briga.<lo 
1 1 e '.ale j ua-rt e Ts, jit te'ialing all large* fire*s anel 
shai'ing tluj da,nge‘rs e)l re'giilar s(*r\'i<*e*, 

Atmther be>d\ which had an impe)rfanf |)lace^ 
in the* arrange'tnc'nt.^ le»r Jiiee'lirig altaek troiii 
fhe^ air w as t he 59*1 re>[)olit a n Obse*r\'at ie)fi 
Servie-e;. l^lsl abJislied in thtolxT 1911 b;y the? 
CenumissiejH'J- e>f Police, uiiele*!* arrange*ine*nt w it h 
the* Aehuiralty, it was inlenelcd in the* first 
instance* fe>r the* d<*te*ctieai ejf suspie-ious anel 
cemspicuous lights within the* 5h‘l ropeelit an 
l\»li<*ej District, but it seiein de*ve*Iopce| intf) an 
t*flie'ie*nt age ncy for giving iinine-diate* infea’ina- 
tiein of the outbrt'ak anel posit ie)n of fire*s and 
eif the inovomerits ejf air<*raft ehirireg a raid. 
Its he*adquarte*rs were* at the* (/e>iinty Hall, 
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Spring Oanleiia, whoro it was accommodated 
by th(i boridoii County Ojuncil, and it rectnvecl 
information from a number of observation 
posts <listribuU‘d ov'er a wide area within tho 
('ounty. Tt containt'd 1,200 officers and men 
seleettid from the Afetropolitan Spcityal ikm- 
stabnlary, members of tfie L.C.C., ex-mcmibers 
of flu^ RAWMC, members of London clubs. 



BADCK (IKANTKl) TO LONDON THLK- 
PHONH OPHKATOKS ((JIKLS) 

Who volunteered for duty during air raids. 

and vohmteei*s fnun t 1 k' hirgt* factories on whieli 
some of t ti<‘ ol )ser\ jit ion posts were, situati'd. 
AM were ineligihle for military service. 

A ( Jo\a*rmn(‘nt< scheme <d' iiisiirane«' against 
air<*ra.ft aiul l)nnd)ai-dnu‘nt risks was inangtirated 
on .July 10, ItJlo, tJu‘ lire insnraiu'c ofl[i<M\s 
atding as agimts. The rat('s varit'd from 2s. 
per CIMO h>r pr’ivate lionses arid tlaar c*ont<.*nts 
lip to 7s, <)d. for sneli risks as rnei'charidisc' at 
doeks, tim))cr in the epen, a-nd oil tanks; ]>nt' 

t.Ji<'y were reduced b\' half on Mai’ch I, 1!)I7 

a. rednetion w hich it was genera.lly beli(‘ved tlic 
Slate e«)iiM vi ry well affonl. A fnrtlier con- 
c*i'ssion was grantt'd as from September I f>f 
the sa-me \eai*, when the (hweinnuait a-eceplt'd 
liability up to .taOO without, the pa.\’m(Mit of 
a.n\' premium. An angeuH'nts Wi*rt' alsi) made 
to assist thi‘ \ it'tims ot air raids by providing 
slu'lter, fooil and linaueial assistance from tiie 
National Uidief Tund. 

I^ut at the higla-st, the defensive measures 


HO far described were merely palliative, and 
could do no more than mitigate tho effects of 
an attaek from tho air. 'I'’o stop tho advance of 
airships or aeroplanes that had reached oiir 
shores, or to prevent them from crossing tlie 
coast, or, Ix'st of all, to establish such c’ondi- 
tioiis that they vvoiiltl not dare to make the 
attempt, \vas a military problem the sohitiou 
of wliich would have rendered passive protec- 
tive m(*asures uniu'oessary. The main elements 
of such a military solution wia'o perfia-tly 
familiar before^ the war begam Anti-aircraft 
guns liad V)ei*u mounted on our w arships ; 
sea.rchirgli(s ha.d Jong been (‘inployed to illumi- 
nate an obj(‘etiv(' it was d<‘siretl tf> assail ; an<l 
th(‘ id(‘a of using arm«‘d H.er()plan(‘s had been 
expi(‘sse,<l, pict iiresqiadjr if with some, excess of 
optimism, by l\Tr. Chureliill in jMarcdi, 1014, 
w'lieii h(‘ said that a.ny hostih^ aircraft reaching 
«air coast during tlu^ Cf ailing year would be 
ju-omjiily attackiMl in supta'ior force by a sw arm 
of very formidabl<^ hornet.s. Yet at the oiitbnMik 
of w'ar all these mat (‘rial (.‘lements were d(*liei{‘nt 
a.lik<^ ill qurintity and cjua-lity — at any rate*, so 
far a,s th(' d(‘fi‘ne,e of Die land against a.erial 
attaek was eoni'i rnc'd. Tt follow (‘d that, with 
no mat<*rial with whieJi t(.) practise, tiu' supply 
of nK‘n properly traiia'd to use these elenuaits 
not only singly but in combination with t*aeh 
other was also d(4iei(‘nt; and further, there 
w as no a.d('tjua1(‘ system of i*ont rolling t lu' 
action a.nd operation of tii(‘ iiuman and matia'iai 
faftors and (Mxu-dinat ing them for t h(‘ attain- 
m(‘nt of t Ik* (mkI in vi(*w'. TIk* sueec'ss a-c*]iiev"(‘d 
iill.imati'ly, a.s nK*asur(‘d by the iliseontinuanet^ 
of air raids on kaigland after i\lay IMIS, thougli 
t he ( k'niia-ns madt', many on oth(*r l(,‘ss w'i*ll 
di*feiided areas after that tinu*, did not come 
so mu(‘h from t-]i(.‘ inviaition of any single new 
su[>ei*-t.erribl(‘ d(*vie,c (though v^arious ikwv' 
di'viees were brought- into use, such as incen- 
diary hiilh'ts, soiind-loeat irig appliance's, balloon 
aprons a.nd w'ireh'ss t i*lephoiK‘s) as from t ht* 
gradual improvemi'ut in tlu* aiuount a.iid 
cpiality of th(‘ eijuipmeiit, thc^ systematic 
training of tla* men, and the e(‘ntraiiz('d din'c- 
tion of the wholt' machiia* so n.s to (‘nsnl■(^ tin* 
liarmonions eoojieralion of all its partv. 

Mdic guns provadi'd foi* the dcd’cMiet* of J^ondon, 
which, iH^t only as iIk* Ili-s1, city of the* l"]inpire 
but also from the (’a.st* with whieli it caaild ht* 
found, its iK'ariK'ss to (aa'inaii aircraft stations, 
aiul till' Jingt'iicss <_>f llit‘ targ(d. it prc'sented, 
ahvays remained the chief objective* of the 
1 ‘iieiny’s attack, at first c'oiisisted for tho most 
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part of l-pounder pom-poms, aiul tiie larficost 
was the O-ponndor Hotrhkiss. Tlioy woro 
inovmtod ou various t^lovalod points in tho 
middle of London, snoli as tla* Koroifcii Odict*, 
the A<lmiralty Ar<*h, I^loyd's Hank in St. 
Ja-mos’s StnH*t, ( "annon StnM‘t Stat ion, \V"a<t'rloo, 
Hlaekfriars, aial Nino Kims, ami roof 

station had its soandilij^lit. Latrr tho pom-poms 
w^To r<*p1ao('<l by hoav ior \\<‘a.pons — l.‘t-[)omid<*rs, 
3-in., and, ft)r a timt^ at loast, somo Krcaich 
75 mm. — which wen' placed on tlie ^roiiml 
instead of oti tlio roofs. Admiral Sir iNa-ey 
Sc*ott did much to brin^ about- an improvr- 
ment in tho size a-iid mim}>er of the wt*apons 
supplied h)r the dtd‘em-i‘, ui whieh li(‘ was 
put in rdiar^e in S<*pt(*mber, Id 1.5, a-ial ho 
also rt'co^nized that tlu^ attempt t-o <lefond 
London Jiaa-idy by gnus actually iii London 
was a mistake. As, therefore, tiu‘ number of 
guns ava.ila.ble inert‘asefl they were mount<'(l at 
points scdeet.(*il f)n a wider fx-riineb^r outside, 
and this process wtait on until London was 
ringi'd with artillery. Neana* tiai coast th<‘ro 
w*'re otlu*r d(‘ft*nct‘s, such a.s thos<‘ t»f tlH‘ 
Thaiiu's and Medway and of Dovta*, and the 
cu)nst'qucnc(‘ wa.s that a. raider coming i?i from 
tlu' sea had to fac(» a. numb<*r of successive 


zones of fire from fixed guns, not to mention 
mobile batterii's, on its \\a\^ to th<* <*apital. 

Tlu^ l^«)n(h)n guns and searchlights wen^ 
manned hy flu* K.X.\’'.K. Ant i-Aircraft (a>rps, 
rais<*d by the' Admiralty in ()(*tobi‘r ldl4, and 
composiMl ut City and Cnivt*rsity imai u ho gavt* 
up p.art <»f tlaar time, b\' da\ or b\^ night, to 
the duties of the ser\ice. At first tlu' (aa'ps 
was <in a. [>urel\' \'ohinteer ba.^is, but in IlMti 
“ combing out " began, and at tin* bi^gimiing of 
lt)17, when flu* vVdmii-jdty handed the 

<l«'it‘nces of fjondon t the Wair ( )lilicc, it beeame 
a. <‘onscrij)t i\'e unit- of t ht‘ Ib^gular lloim* Korces, 
As such if persisted to the (aal <»f th<* \va.r, 
pres<'nting in its iati*r stages the aiamialy of a 
naval unit s<Tving under Army gentaals. At 
first- its training was cai‘i*ieil out bv old naval 
gunmay insfructoi-s and torj)edo ha-ia's, who 
cf)nibin<‘d a. rigorous eourse of sipiad drill and 
i*ifle manual with a \M‘ry elenn*ntar\ knowledge 
of ant-i-a.ir('ra.ft gun-<lrill. When, t cowards the 
en<l of 11)15, tln‘ A’ aval (Junnery School at 
(jhatha-in had Ix'gun to add ant i-aii'craft 
prol>lems to its curriculum, of'licei's arai iiaui 
were sent- ilown tlau’e to qualify as gun-Iay(‘rs, 
and they returned from their (*ourses, w hii*h 
w<*re followtsl by n^al gun practice* at s<*a, with 



MOTOR AMBULANCK 

Built by Inspector Jolly, of the Special Constabulary at Edmonton, for use during air raids. 
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tho naviii rank of “ Ilf.** or “ srainaii 

gimiiur.” I’mlor tlif Army the Nav^y drill ^ave 
way to Army <lrill, arul the onier*rs and men 
w’. id for Ihrir jM-riodical training to Shoebury- 
nr-;^, not Chatham, and wajrked under niililary 
condil i(*n.s. 

Tiio corps Cii.mo into being at a. time wlicn 
scicniitic liigh-anglo* anti-aircraft gunnery 
sc'arf-cly e\ist.(‘d, ])ut it contaiiK'd mathcma.ti- 
eians a.nd naadianicail engineers wlio evolved for 
t}iemselv<‘s t he tirst prin<’iples of tla; a,rt, an<l 
virtua.lly la.id t-lai foundations of the elaborate 
systems tliat gnjw up subse(]uently. In the 
earlier <lays of tin* (*or[)s tlie i(k‘awas to a,im at 
and hit an imlividual raid(?r held in the b»*a.ms 
o f tii( ' sca.relilight s, arid if the guns tiuit' U(‘ro 
first. pro\’i«l(d simuii rather puny w’<‘a.pons it 
must bt‘ reinemb« r-ed tha.t a,ir<*raft then flt'W 
at much lower (‘hiVMtions than a.fterwa.rds 
Ix-eaine (*ommou. Jjal.(a% as tlio number ol 
guns iner<‘a.srd, liarrage fir(‘ w"a.s inf rodn<*<‘d. 
Jn its fulle.'.l devi^lopment. as a. “ box barrage,'* 
this plan would lia\'«‘ nuMitd. that Condon would 
ha.\’e b<*en < neirel<‘d an<l eloscnl in wat/h a. curta.in 
of bursting high '‘Xplosive sladl, calculated to 
daunt t he mo-^t d<‘t<'i-min('d pilot. Hut it. must- 
not bt‘ form>tten that, as compai'ed with a.n 
a.i-my marehmg on the ground an a,(*ropla.n<‘ in 
the a.ir lia.s an exti*a d(‘gi'(‘(‘ of fr(‘(‘d(.>m of movcv 
meiif, and <*an cIkjoso its j)oint of entrs* not 
onl>’ hori/(aitail\ but also vert ieall;V'- Ib-nct^, 
if its passage is \o bt‘ barred eoinplet <‘ly , tlnan* 
inu-.t be sh(‘lls bursting <ont inuously at ev<‘rv 
»‘lev'a.tion uj) to t lu‘ highest if. can a.tta.in. Su<‘h 
a. ba.rrae<* enta.ils a prodigious i‘xpenditui*r^ of 
ainmunilion, and moj’eover, if th<‘ attack is 
prolonged, the continuous tiring W'(‘ars out the 
barrels of tho guns atul nmders them usidess, 
with th<‘ eonsetpieiici' that, tin* defence must 
brt'ak down, unit'ss there is a larg<‘ resorv'e 
of new' guns. It. is quiti^ possil^h* that the (ler- 
mans (*aU*ulated on lu’inging about this result 
wlu*n t he\ attacked night aft(‘r night in tin* last 
W(‘i'k of 8ept»^‘inber, 11117. 

'There is, howi'ver, an alteriiativo in the shape 
of a partial barragi* put up at the point where 
and at the tiiiK' when, a hostile aeroplane is 
expeett'd, not after it has actually arrived. 
If those in control art* successfully to pr<*diet 
the position of the raider, this method evitleiitly 
rc(piirt*s that they shall re(*eive ]n'ompt. infor- 
mation from the observers who are watching 
the course of the machine ; and, in view of the 
importance of the telephone as a rapiil means 
of tra!\sinitting such information, tlio reason 


why the public were repeatedly urged to usi* 
t be tel(*phorio as little as possible during air 
raids becomes obvious. The partial barrage 
also explains wdiy in certain of the later raids 
the gunfire seemed so slight that some people 
rasJily jumped to the conclusion that tiic 
def<*nci* was ])eing nc*gleeted. 

Anotln-r device wliich reduced tho space* tliat 
had t-o be covered by the barrage was the balloon 
apron, A row of kite balloons was sent up, and 
their mooring (*ablcs were joined by cross cables 
from whicli depended wires kept taut by small 
weights fit their ends. Thus a screen was 
formed extendi iig from tho ground up to tin* 
licight at wdiicli the balloons were mooii'il, 
a.nd pro tanto reducing the sfiaco av'ailable foi- 
tho flight of a raider. Whether or not a ma- 
chine could in fact fly througli sucli a screen 
without sta’ioiis tlama.g<*, then* was an eli'inent 
of mystc'ry, of nnknowii po.ssibilities, about t in- 
ari'angement that effectually d(‘terri‘d a pilot 
from ma.kmg the attempt, exce])t by inadv^(*r- 
tenc(*. .\part from limiting tli<‘ a.rea that Jiad 
to ])e cov(‘rt‘d by oiu* guns, and also by our 
a.iTopkiiK* [)atrols, the aprons had the addi- 
tional advajita.g<^ of eliminating the cha.iHM- 
of a raider living low anil shooting people in t he 
stri'ots at elos(‘ rangt* : for (‘V'en if Ik* da.red lo 
come in over their to|.)s a.nd then descend 
to a. low l(‘Vel the ri.sk t.o which he would lx* 
<‘Xposed in climbing to get out again wtaild lx* 
too gr»*a.t to lx* fac<M|. "TIk* d(*vic(* was tlx* 
a-nsw'er — or ])art of the auswei* -wdiieh Afajor- 
Geueral H. H. .Vslmiore, who w’as fi.p[)oinled 
to the <*omma.nd of the Loin Ion Air l)(*fene,e 
Art'a on .Vugust 8, HMT, madi* to the enemy’s 
iKWV poliey' of big at'roj^lam* raids by night. 
I'he idea was origina-ti^d by him indepi'nilently, 
a-nd was not borrowed or i mi tilted from iiny thing 
<lono by tlni Italians at Venice or elsewlieri*. 

'Tlie other greiit arm of the air d(*f(*nce, tin* 
iierojdano, for many months existed rather in 
tiilk tlian in ftiet. Our shortagt* of machines 
at tlx* beginning of the. war w^as notorious. 
Prjietieiilly all we biul w*ert* required for us(* 
across tlx* Cliannol, and only a few could be 
spared for homo defence. Tho pi'rformaneo 
of those few was in general not good t*nough 
to enable them to cope with airsliips, nor wert^ 
they adeqiuitely arnx*il for the attack. But 
even if largo numbers of gooil machiix^s had been 
immetliately forthcoming, tlxit would not of 
itself have been sulHcient. Aeroplanes require 
stations where they can bo housed and looked 
aft<'r, and, if they are to fly by niglit, light<*<l 
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BALLOON APRON. 


K.A.V, ofjicial /AiolnumjAu 


lauding places whore they can alight ; all th<-.s«‘ 
wore lacking, as may bt) judged from tho fact 
that ill tli(' iniddh'i of 1914 we had just s(iv«*n 
airornft stations in England and one in Sootlan<l. 
Euidher, supposing we harl ha<l aeroplanes, 
aero[)lane stations and all the ne*ct*ssary mate- 
rial eipiipment, to n^piO aircraft by night 
obviously implies flying by night ; yet wc; 
had no pilots trained in night flying. Prac- 
tically, therefore, the air defence of the country 
had to be built up from nothing, so far as 
aeroplani^s witc concerned. 


LJiitil the \\n.v had lasird abt)ut a yee,r and 
a half little could Ix^ done, owing to the output 
of aorojilanes being absorlxal by n‘f juireinents 
overseas, in the dirijction of providing machines 
of a kind suitable for homo defence jiurpose^, 
and altlmugli in that jicriod a feu' aeroplanes 
had gone up to tho attack of airships thi y ha<l 
damaged themselves ratluu’ than the enemy. 
Early in 1910, howev^er, about th<* tim<.‘ when 
tlie Anti-Aircraft Land Defences of the eountry 
were c(»mmitted to th'* charge of X'iscount 
French, a fair number of maciunes \\«n- 
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Btationod in tho London area, capable of 
ri.siiig t«> Hitch a lioight that they could tackle 
the typo of airship then being employed by 
dermany f<jr raiils on this country, and the 
events of tJie latter i^tirt of the year showeil t hat 
we had machines which could attack Zeppelins 
with success, 'riw'y were not, hovv(^ver, good 
enough to grapple wit li raiding aeroplanes, and 
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MAJORdJKNERAL E. H. ASHMORE, C.B- 
In command of London Air Hefence Area 
from Aiiffiisr, 1917. 

for t his au<l ot lu'r rt'as<»ns our aeroplane tlef<»nco 
ilid \<M*y littli* ill the first grt^at dayliglit aero* 
plane raid on London in Juni’, 1917. Ihit 
reinfiirctMuimts weri' obtained, tvnd, as has 
alriMidy been rt'conled, it was tlu' appiNtrance 
of a setuadron of our macliiiies. on August 12, 
that deiMdi'd t he (MKMuy to abandon liis int ention 
of attacking London and to unload his bombs 
on Southend instead. 9'he phase of night aero- 
plane raids that i>peneil in vSi'ptemlx’r showeil 
that- still bettia' machint's were necf'ssary 
fast single-sender tiglite‘rs of the highest standard 
of perfiirmanci'. 'ro fly such machines at- night 
had at- one* time* beeai ceaisiele're'el impracticable, 
but it was sue'cessf ully accomplished ^^'hen the 
iieeil came*, anel, in e*eanbinat ie^n with search- 
lights systematically dirt*ctcel by the aiei of 
sound-locating instruineids instt'avl of being 
swept at random acre^ss the sky, proveel aii 
effective antielote to tht> night raielers. It may 
be montioncei that as a result of the piece meal 


manner in which the machines were got together, 
anel as a rofle*ction of our policy of indulging in 
the manufacture of a largo number of different 
type ns, t-hore was a troublesome heterogeneity 
in the erpiipinent of the London defence* 
se(uadrons. J)uring 1918 steps were taken to 
reauove this- ele*fe*ct, and by the time of the* 
armistice a large? mf*asure of uniformity had be*e*n 
achieveel, Sopwith Cauu*ls, with 1 U) h.p. Lt* 
Khe>ne? euigine*s, bt‘ing the most favoured type*. 

The? machi ne.*s allocate*d te) thej dcfe?nce? of 
Lonelein we?re at first scattered in small separtited 
e|e‘f ae-hments under the cejminand eif t he? oflice*rs 
e'oiuiiiandiiig elif£e*re*nt training sepiadreins ; but- 
ce)ii(*e^nt.ration was seen to be? advisable^, and 
in the spring e>f lt)l(j t he'v were formed into a 
llejmc^ Defence? Sipiadreai, with ae‘rodronR*s to 
the* east e?f Londejii — the dire*ction from whicli 
hostile* attack was most like*ly. A little* late*r 
meire* srpiadrons were addi*el under the? He^ine* 
De*fe?iu^o Wing (which succenssively bi*e*anu? 
the Homo De‘fe*ne‘e? (Jrou[), the? Heime Dt'ft?ne;e 
Jlrigade?, and finally the? 6th Brigaele*, 
K.A.l^’*.), tind there? we*re? also elct-achme*nts 
alle)cate‘d to the? de*fe*nce? ejf important tow^ns 
in the* Neirtli. The next d(‘V(‘lopment was 
the? elc(*isi(jn tej t*stablisli a. e*haiii e)f a(*rodromes 
from the* north to the* south cjf the? ceiuntry, a 
b^light- bi*ing st atie>iii*el at e'ach anel pa.tre>lling 
be*t-we*e‘n its own a(*re>( Irorue? anel the»se? ein e*ach 
siele* of it-. Lve‘ry thre‘e* h’lights feu*me*el :i 
Sepiaelroii, unele*i* a f_*euiimaiieli*r whe> hael 
se'[)a.ra.le» he'a.el(juarte*rs about e'epiiilistant. from 
eae*h eif the* thr»*e* aeroelre>me*s uneler liis cha-rge*, 
t heiiigh afti'rwarels t his arraMge?me*nt was nieieli- 
lie*el anel the* he*aelepiarte*rs plae*e‘el a.t the? t?e‘nfral 
iu*re)elrome? of e*acli greju|> of three*. With the* 
aelv"e*iit e)f elay aeroplane* raiels in 1917 ane)tlu*r 
change* was ne*e.*e*ssitate*el in the* Se>ut h-Daste*rii 
Lount ie*s through the* fe)rmatie>n e)f aelditieaial 
squaelreais, anel to accommodate? tht?si? the* 
Kliglit ae'roelromes we*re* raise?d to the status 
<.)f Sepia-elrou ae*roelromt*s. The? weirk eif the* 
ae'reiplane* patreils in the? l.«onelon area was fat*ili- 
tate‘el )>y t he* const rue*t iein of the? ballejein a^ireins, 
because^, the? lowe*r elevatieins being barred by 
the*se*. thi*y ceiulel e^einfine* the^ir attentie)n te> the* 
uppe*r ejne*s. Kae*h se|uaelre)n hael attache*el to 
it a searchlight com])any, connected te? the* 
scpiaelrein he*adepiarte'rs by elirect tele*phone lines. 

At first the* e)pe*ratie)ns of the ele?tae*limi‘nts 
round Lonele^n we*re* e?ontre>llcd from the War 
Onice by dire*ct telephone, but in 1916 the? 
control was placeel in tin? iiands of G.H.Q. 
He?inc Forces, anel orders were transmitted 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


2b8 



A SOPWITH 

from a central operations room, not dirt'ot, 
blit through the lieaclquarters of what later 
>)oeanu‘ the 0th Ih-igade. This arrang(‘meiit 
applied to thc‘ s(piaxlrons stationed in the 
southern half of tlie eonntry ; in tlu^ nortlic*rn 
half the squadron eoinmanders themselves 
onlered their machines to patrol, a.et ing on 
information n'Ctaved from th(‘ (Ja-rrison Coni' 
inaiiders of such areas as the Kumber and th(‘ 
Tyne. When tlu^ London Air Did’enca^ Anal was 
jnstitiite.l in August 1017, its i l.O C. assunual 
lontrol of the opc'rations, tog(‘th<*r with the 
tactical tra.ining of inachiiu's with siairclilights, 
so far as the southern servici* squadrons were 
eonceriUMl, his ordi*rs continuing to be trans- 
mitted tlirough the headquarters of the (>th 
Ih’igado. A similar system was introduced 
for tiie. nortJicrn squadrons on the formation 
of the* Northern Air JJi'fiMK’es in ^fay It) IS, 
the ordi*rs of the* ( t.O.C. passing through tlie 
lieadtiuarters of the 24th (h-oup at Leeds, 

A pilot in the air cannot liear tlie noise of 
another machine* because of the nois(^ ot his 
own; practically, th<‘refon*, he is dealt. By 
night he is also blind, apart from artihciaJ h(*lp ; 
iujiice the iicmmI, in night flying, for the most 
can'fnl and systcanatic cooperation of the 
searchlights with him, if Ik* is to spot and att a< k 
his (piarry. ]^y way of helping him in this 
task thf^ plan was sugg<*sted of ]»rojcH*ting 
'jeoi’cliligtit b(*ams liorizon tally close to the? 
^lourid so as to form a carpet of light against 
which he would si*e an <*nemy inachiiK! sil- 
}ioucttt*d, if he wca*e above* it ; but t rials made* in 
1017 were not v<*ry effective* even on a fine 
night, wliilo ground mist would defc*at the 
methotl, which at best w ould have been very (*x- 


“ CAMEL/' 

pensive. Another suggestion was, instead of 
kec‘ping the st*archlight beams concentrated, 
to sprt'ad them out into wide bands ; it was 
su[>posc*d that during thi' f<'\i^ sc'eoiids an i*n<*my 
nuic'hinc^ would take* to fly tlirough t hc'so bands 
(if it dari‘d to do so at all) it would be obsi*rvod 
and then could be* picked np by the ordinary 
searchlights. Wh(*n Ic'slcd, however, tliis plan 
a.lso jirovc'd nnsat isfa.et ory, and it w’as found 
bt*st. to rt'ly on ordinnry si'archlights, tho 
siic*c(‘ssful inanipnlation of wiiich was gr(*atly 
lK‘lp<‘d l)y tlK* a-dopt ion of t he sound-loc'at ing 
apparatus. Tt may be mention(‘d, I oo, t bat wit h 
t he* iiitrodiiet ion c>f wireh‘ss t»*lephony t he ])ilot 
in tho air no longi'r renriiiu'd a lonely and 
isolated unit eut off fi'om all c'onmninic'al ioti 
with the earth, hut could , receive orili'rs by 
word of mout h. 

In the <*arly part of the* war tlie a(*ropla.iK*H 
cnga.gc*d in ant i-aireraft- work carried no gun. 
li]xperini(*nta.lly, it is trut*, maehin(*s ha,d lH*eij 
provided with rilles tiring trailer bnlha-s, but 
it is very doubtful wiiet-her l-liesi^ wme ever us(*i< 
in lU'tion. As armunK'iit a, gainst a.irships reliance 
was at first pla<*c‘»l on liigh explosivi^ and in- 
cendiary bombs, a.nd a, cou|)lo ot ca,(di ot t h(*sc 
w<*ri* to bo found in aeroplanes early in It) hi. 
Bater an a])paratiis for tiring (‘xplosivi*. darts 
w'a.s providi'd. 'The thi'ory was that the airman 
would climb above tlie. airship and drop his 
bombs or darts upon it . But apart from tfio 
indifferent [K-rformanci* of tJie a(*rof)laMes t lK*n 
at the disposal of the honu* deferKics. which 
rcndf‘red it unlikely tliat they w'onid be able 
to get above the airsliip, t licre was (hi^ difli- 
eiilty first of se(‘ing ir and tluai of hitting it, 
while in the [)r<»hable cv(*nt of a miss tho bombs 
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and darts wojild be exceedingly nn\v(‘lcomo 
visitors to tlie pcMiple on the ground below. Tt 
I mist be reei^rded, however, that Lieut. Brandon 
used ex])losive darts when ho brought down 
h 15 in flames on April 1, 1910. 

'I'ho next stoj^ was to lulfl a Lewis machine 
gun. Thf^ bombs and darts wen* ri'taiiu'd for 
a time, but were ultimately dispensed with, 
not only bi^eause they weni realized to be of 
little valui*, but- also to relievo the af*ro[)lanos of 
iirmeci'ssary \v(*ight In the first instiuicio tlic* 
guns fired ordinary ammunition, a f(!W drums of 
whicli , it was hoped, would eauso such a leakage 
of’ gas from li Zejipelin as to prevent it from 
getting home, if it liad b(*en hit . In the middle 
of 1910 explosive and incendiary bulhds won^ 
brouglit into use, witJi the icl(‘a of inflaming the 
gas Tho Mroc*k and Muckingliam forms wc;re 



KOLLS-KOYGE EAGLE 360-li.p. ENGINE. 

the first, and fho Pomeroy (]uickly followe'd. 
d'lie la.st had the d(*f(*ct that, it would not 
d<*tona.ti* readily at low temperatures such 4is 
pr evail at liigh altitudi^s a.nd it is doubtful 
N\ fietluu' it ever hail a share in bringing down a 
Z.'ppelin. Tlu' Brock had tho opposite fault 
of being too sensitive, giving trouble tlirough 
premature ex[>losions, but it continued in us<» 
till t lie early spring of 1917, wlioii it was su|>er- 
st'ded by tlu> Biu*kingham. the incemliary 
character of whicli had nieantiim* bi.*eii improved, 
/riie B.T.S. bullet, invent<*d by ^ir Richard 
Threlfall in August of that year, combined 
the m<*rits of the Buckingham and the Pomeroy, 
bt*ing mon? sensitive than the oiu* and more 
effective than the other. 

In adiiition to the Lewis, Vicktu's guns were 
also tmiplovcd, with dilferent forms of mounting 
to suit different types of aeroplane. With 
explosive and incendiary bullets unsynclironized 
Ei'iiig through the propelk*r was evidently 


inadmissible, and therefore either synchronizing 
had to be adopted or the gmis oiTangod so 
that' they did not fire through tho propeller. 
A groat deal of attention was given to the design 
of sights, esjiecially for night use, and another 
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detail that was worked out was a device for 
eliminating tiie flash of the Lewis gun, which 
the pilots found ta’oiiblosome. 

Prom what has been said it will be soon tliat 
the key to success in dealing with hostile air- 
craft attack on this country was found in night 
flying, conplcfl witli an adequate supply of 
<‘frK^ient machines and minute attention to 
<*very detail of the subsidiary ijquipmont. Niglit 
Hying in fast aeroplanes, in fact, became a dis- 
tinctively Brif ish a.rt, and tho specialist c‘x- 
pononts of it were tiui (ith Brigade K.A.P., 
in wliieh was vested the aerial ilefonco of the 
country f>ver land, the R.X.A.S., down to tho 
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time when, on April 1, 1918, it was <?ombined 
with the Royal Flying Corps to form tho Royal 
Air Force, taking its share in tho work by 
patrolling on tlie coiust and over the sea. But 
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HANDLKY PAGE MACHINE, 

Euilt for the hombin|f of Eerlln. 

th<* (itii l^rigadc* was rrspoiisihlt' for jiiort* llitin 
manning tlio liorno air (l(*f<*n(*(‘s ; it f;>rm«Ml 
ill (‘ffnct a gn*at selujol of night flying, arnl 1 ho 
systoin of training it elaborated eiia-bli‘d it to 
prov ido [lilots not only for its own requinanents 
hnt also for work in h'' ranee. Thus it furnished 
the men and niaehine.s for a light night -bom)>ing 
sqiKidnm whieh went out to fiie H.K.h\ in 
.March 11)17, and by Jiino of tho following year 
eight such s(pia< Irons liad been sent, out, the 
pilots and obser\'#Ts and tlio wastage bta'iig 
su])plit'd by it. Later, afti'r the air raid on 
J.<on<lon of ^[ay 11), IDIS, it raised t hi* pt'rsonnel 
for a niglit -Hying scpiadron whieh di<l exeellent 
work in France in eount.ering th(' attacks i>f 
hostile night-bombing machines. From its 
arrival in France' towards the en<l of Jnni' 
until the date* of r he ariiiistif;o tliis scpiadron 
sliot tlown 10 hostile night-bombing machines 
on the Ilritish side of the lines and 10 on the 
t'nemy’s side, live of the latt(*r being (h'fmitely 
eonfirnu'd and five? not. lluriiig that period 
not one of its jiilots or obs(*rvers was killed or 
wciunded by enemy action. 

The raids on this country gave rise to constant 
demamls that similar treatment sJioiild be 
meted out to Germany, whether by way of 
retaliation and reprisal or in pursuance of tlie 


TWO OF THE FOUR HNCJINHS (PORT 
SIDE) OF the HANDLEY PAGE 
MACHINE. 

policy of d(‘stroying llu‘ raiders in their nest-s. 
The systianatie bombing of milita,ry obj»*cti\'es 
by Jioyal Air Force scpiadrons Ix'gan in OetohiT 
IJ)I7, Imt bombing exp(‘<litions in((j enemy 
ti*rri(ory wia'o by no means unknown b(‘f<jro 
that time. For instaia*e, in tho jirevious 
July a Ihwidk^y Page' boinliing machine with 
Htills-Koycc* engines ha.d flown from JOngla.ncl 
an<l attacke^l (’ons1antin<»pIe- a f(*a.f which 
involvc'd Hying a, total distance of nearly 2,000 
miles, the machine )>«ing in f lie jiir for just ovc.*r 
.‘11 hours. Ill the sanu* month tlu‘re was a 
raid into Westphalia, wliieh evidently proved 
very annoying to the enemy, wlio tried to 
mak<‘ light of it, while admitting “ nnmerous 
attacks on thc^ Gi'rinan laiineland.” About 
the middle of Sept(*mher tho Frc'neli dropped 
lo tons of hf>inbs on Stuttgart and otlicT plaet.*s 
in Germany, and about tho saiia^ time Hritish 
airmen drtjppcil 143 bombs on a ri(*rman aero- 
drome and hostile billots and scatteri'd a liody 
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of 2,000 Cormaii infantry, from a height of 
100 feet, with inacliine-guri fire. At tho end 
of tho same*- month Britisli airmen repeatedly 
homheci, by day and by night, the aeroilrome.s 
at tjoiitrudo and St-. h)(‘nis-\Vestrem, nc*ar 
< Jh<‘n< , the lair of flie 3rd Hntth'-Vlara* Stiuadivai 



LOKl) WKIK, AIR MINISTF.K, AND 
BRIOADIEK-GHNERAL CKITCHLEV, D.S.O. 

of the IV. (Jermaii Army, wliieh ea,rried out 
t he gnNit niids oji taigla.n<l in t he ])re,vdoiiN May 
and June ; at St. I K'liis-W'est rem it is b<‘lie\'«'d 
tluit- t ht'y destroyt'tl la (hit has. 

Military <*xig(*neies, and the ina.i>ility to 
spart* matdiines from 4ither dutii's, wen* oftereil 
as till* oflieial n'ason wJiy ra.i<ls on ( h'rnuin towns 
had not l)et*n nion* numerous; but in ()etob<*r 
the <lillieult i<’s wert* ajiparently <lisa|)p<*aring, 
and I la* word re[>risals l)4*gaii to laive a s%\’t*t*t«*r 
savour on oflieial lips. By (Jetober 11 the 8th 
Bviga-ile K.A. K., withthna* scjuadrons, had bet'u 
<*stablished in I la* Xan<*y an*a. under Sir l)oiigla.s 
Haig; a fourth scpiadron was ad<U*d in May, 
10 IS. Ihvo of tla*se scpiadriins were ecpiijiped 
only with short -distanee maehines, but one of 
them, whose maehines had an ttir enduranee 
i>f only 3] hours, sui*eeeded in inlpniving 
matters by adding extra pt*trol tanks, whieh 


increased tho endurance to hours. Down to 
Juno 5 this small force carried out 142 raids, 57 
of which were made in (Germany, and inchided 
day and night attacks on Cologne, Stuttgart, 
Mannheim, ]\rainz, and Coblentz. Long- 
distance .attacks were also made on Xainnr, 
Oharlc*roi and TJege. 

ddiese four squadrons formed tlio nucleus of 
tJa^ lnd(*peiKJent Force, R.A.F., whieh in .Afav, 
1918, it was deci<led to constitute in order to 
un<li*rtake tlic^ bombing of the industrial 
centres of (h*rinany. I’his force* was criticized 
a.s a dispersion of effort, but. L<jrd Weir turned 
tlie ])oint ver\' nea.tly when lie said that Jn* 
ihomughly iign‘i*d, but tiiat tlie (‘ffort wliieii 
had been ilispers(*d was (lermany’s ; nothing 
in th<‘ war had eaus(‘d such a gigantic dispersion 
of (Jermany's e ffort, of (_lerinany’s man-power, 
as the moral aiid d(*strnetive influence of* t he 
work done by the J nd<*pendent Air Force*. 
Ma jor-Ceia‘ral Sir H. M. "rrt'nelianl was put in 



MAJOR-GENERAL SIR H. M. TRENCHAKU, 
K.G.B. 

Commanded the Independent Air Force. 

command, taking ov’er the tacti(^al command 
from Sir Douglas Haig on June 5, 1918, and the 
administrative* aial (*omplet<' control on June? 15. 
Thc^ anti-aircraft ilefences and searchlights 
also came uiidt'r liim. 

On taking up his position ho at once set 
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about providing accoininodati<ni for a foroo 
in the neighbonriiood of (iO scpiadn ms. Owing 
to Ibe natiiro of tlio fMMinlry this was a hoavv 
task, and considerable t*ngiiu'oring works woro 
required for tl'iC iHjnstrn<*tion t»f aerodroinrs to 
carry large machines and larg<* bom}> load.^ 
anil for the instalhdion of <‘!<‘ctrical power. 
The work was practically completed by 
Xov^ember I, 1918, but tlie luimbia* of squadr«ais 
to be 1 loused never exceeded 10. 

The object with wliich the Tndependt'iit 
Air Force was forincMl was to striker the ( terman 
Army at its most \'ilal [loint its .'^lairces of 
sujiply, and the question a-rosi; how tliis result 
waslri&Bt \ o be achieve<i. 'Tliere were two broa-d 
alternatives: one w'as t«> make sustained and 
continuous attacks on one large centr<‘ iifter 
another until eacli had been destroyed or tlu^ 
industrial ])opulation dispersed, and the other 
to attack as many of the larg<‘ industrial c.mitres 
as could be reached. The la.t.t(‘r policy was 
adopti^l, because the forci^ at disposal was 
not sullicient for the former, a.nd also bi'tamse 
sucdi “ ilispersa! of effort ” was calculated to 
create t hi' most widi'spread moral effe<*l . 
It was also dei'ided that the numix'r of da\- 
bombing sipuidron.'^ should be rathc'r greater 
than that of night -bon»bing squadrons, bi'caust 
the greati'r part of the \ alue of night bombing, 
without da.y bombing, would be lost- through 
the eneiiiy making aiTangeinent s to work b\^ 
day and lixe at a. distance by night. I<a.ilwa\s 
w’C'ri' regarded as th(‘ target of chii'f import a-ni-e, 
blast furnaces coming next. 

The total wi'ight of bombs dropped b\- the 
Korci' between .June t> and. Xo\'emb<*i’ 10 was 
O.50 tons -U)0 tons b^’ da.\' and .*klO tons b\' 
night. Of this weight over 220 t<m.s were 
droppi'd on aei'odromes, the object bi'ing to 
pri'X'ent the enemy’s bombing macliines from 
attacking our aerodromes and to dostro\- largi* 
nunib(*rs of his scouts, whieh emild not be di-a.It 
W'ith ^>11 0({ual t(*rms in the air. d'he remainder 
of the })(.)mbs were distributi'd o\er 40 or .‘)0 
l^laees. A f(*W' of thi' more notable. I'xpeditions 
may be mentioned. On .June 29 150 th*- 
chemicid works at Mannheim were attack«*d, 
though ow'iiig to the wi'athei* onl\- one m.iehine 
reached its goal. On .July •"> a do/.eu machines 
attacked tlr* railway sidings at ('ohhait/,, 
and on July 31 a scpiadron on its way to Main/, 
encountered 40 enemy scouts south of Saar- 
bnickcn and lost four machines. The re- 
mainder dropped their bombs on Saarbrnek*ai 
statii.)!!, but on their way back weiN* again sel 



[Offifitil phi.ltn'j Jph. 

RAID ON SriJTTCJART, March 10. 1918. 

Homh hursts (indicated by black braekelH) are 
shown on the railway and the river b.ink 
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upon by hostilo scouts and lost three more of 
thrir niiinbfU’. Immediately after their return 
another squadron started off to Smirbruckeu, 
where it bombed the factories and sidings 
without Joss. On Aiigust 11 a big explosion 
was caus€*d in Karlsrnlie railway station ; on<' 
cif our inaeluiies was brought down, and three 
of the oneiriy’s driven down out of control. 
Next day it was the turn of Frankfurt, and on 
their way the 12 iiuichiues employed were 
attacked over Mannheim by 40 scouts, two of 
wliich worn destroyed and thret^ driven down. 
On tht^ night of August 21 22 two Handley 
FAge mael'.ines dropped just ovtT a ton of bombs 
on Cologne* station, and next day 12 macliinos 
made a rai<l on Mannheim. Two of them had 
to land undor (control about live miles ov^er 
th(> liiK's, alter driving away eight hostile 
machines. Immediately b(‘fore the objective 
was r(‘aehefl 15 liostih' machines itiade a <lelc*r- 
mined onslaught on the formation, which came 
d(jwn to (),000 feet, following its leader, who 
was .'-liot down und(‘r eoritrol ; 10 of our 
machine's, nevi'rt lu'less, siicc(H‘ded in droi)ping 
bombs on their objective. Three German 
machines w(‘re destroyc'd. 

Another daring raid was nuwle on Mann- 
heim on the night ol August 25-2*). lAvo 
machines, in spite of searelilights and anti- 
aireralt gun barrage, d(\soended among the 
chimneys of the f3adiseh(* Aniha niid 8oda 
Kabrik’s works, dropping bombs and swe(*f)iiig 
the factories, guns, and searehlight works 


with machine-gun fire. Another attack was 
made on the same chemical works on September 
7 almost simultaneously by two sejuadrons, 
or 21 macliines in all, which sudseeded in 
dropping over two tons of bombs on the town, 
though they were almost continuously attacked 
on both the outward and return journeys by 
hostile aircraft in superior numbers. On one 
mght — September 16-17 -seven Handley Page 
machines were missing, and on the 25th four 
machines did not return from a raid in wliich 
Frankfurt received over litons of bombs. On 
tho night of October 21-22 two squadrons, in 
very bad weather, dropped several lb. 

bombs on the railways of KaisershiutexTnBpDho 
Independent Air Force had to writ-o off 
109 machines aa missing. 

The longest distances flowm out and ba(*k 
w'ere 330 miles by day and 342 miles by night, 
both in August. Hut tho Force was balked 
of the chance of e.ssaying a still longer fliglit 
for which it was making prepara tioi is. A 
Group -the 27th— was established in Knghind 
for the purpose of bombing Berlin, but it did 
not receive machines that were capable of 
undertaking the expedition until the end of 
October, and in spite of all its efforts could not 
get them ready for t he attack before the 
armistice was .signed on Novcjiiber 11. So 
Berlin escaped a taste of the aero[)lano bombs 
it had lavished so freely on l*aris and bondon — 
until its own |)eo[)lt‘ gavi* it the expi'rii'nce in 
March 1919. 
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W HILB the British forco had Imvii 
u<lvaii(‘ing, as (lusorilx'd in C’hapter 
GCLXXIX., the Friaich on their 
rij^lhl, Imd also been making pro- 
gross. Lassigny luid buoti uaptured on 
August 21, and the 'Third Koaieli Army had 
mad(^ considerable progn*s<. StiH more' im- 
portant was th(' foiAvard inovenaait of Mangin 
witJi tht? 'Pcntli Army, in the region la^twi'en 
the Oist', tin* Ailetti* and tl>(^ Aisne. In tin* 
evening of Angnst 21, the (Jermans had been 
thrust out of tlu’ forest of Ourseainp and 
the woieI of ('arlepont. "Phe Oisi* was reached 
at SeinpiLMiy and I’ont(»ise, while a Uttk* more 
to t he soldi (hits and Cainelin wi>re taken. 

"Po th(’ north of Soi-;sons the Germans wen^ 
])nshed still farther back tVoin the .Aisne i^ral 
Laval wa s capture.!, somc^ t housamls of prison<M*s 
))f*ing taki*n in the course of the fighting, 
l^leraneoui't had bei'n 1ak<*ii, and thus the 
j'oad fi'oin Xoyon to Goucy-l(*-Gliatc’au was 
cut. '^Phe French toivcs w'crc closing round 
Noytin, and, on tlie left tif the 'Tenth, the 
Third Army hail pressed through the Orval 
wood and had reached tlie edge of (’hiry- 
Oiirscam]). 

On August 22, Mangin coritinueil to press 
the (Jermans and occupied (^uierzy, on the 
south bank of tlu* ()is<», an<l extended liis riglit 
alortg t>i(* road Bleraneourt -Oiuey by eaptiiriiig 
St. Aubin. In tlu* immediate iu*ighboiirhood 
of Soissons, Poininiers, on the northern hank 
of the Aisne, \vas occupied. On the next day 
the Oise M^as held as far as its junction Muth 
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the Ailetli*, and the couiso of th(» latter river 
was occupied as far as tlu* railroad fidin (V)ucy- 
le-(.dialeau to the i-ast of S(‘lens. Fr(»nch 
troops also r<*a< heil tlu* outskirts of Guny and 
Pont St. Mare. 

On August 2e, th(' line from Gliavigny to 
( 'n‘ey-au-Mont was l•('aelu‘^l, and thus the 
out -(ianhing elYei t of .Mangin’s adx anec! beeanio 
greatm* and greaUa*. 

'The next day the Germans ('iidcavoured to 
attack \\est of (Muivigny. hiif. were not only 
driv(*n hack wit h a loss of 2h prisoners and many 
killed and wounded, hut were also compelled to 
yield griaind, so that flu* French advanced 
L2tM) yai'ds (*ast of Domainc* Wood on a front 
of over l,hnt) yards. 

On August 21) Di hcuey’s army again ad- 
van<*(*d aiul captured P'l’csnoye-les- Ruye and 
St. Mard and tlu* noiglihoining \'illages. 'The 
environs of Roye wi-re naehed in tlu* (‘vi'iiing. 
During the night tlu* Germans nhandoned the 
tow'll arul tlu* P'reneli pat rols, following on tlu^ 
liei'Is of tlu* letreating enemy, euinpleted its 
occupation. 

There was eonsideitdile artillery activity 
tow'ards Sempigny. Malhoti*! farm was occu- 
pied, and on tlu'V^eslo the Am(*i‘ieans siiecccdcd 
in glutting a footing in Bazoelu*s. 

W(‘ must now return to the front with which 
the British wcif* more immediately eoneertied. 
On August 2”), north of the Somme, British 
t roops pre.ssed on from Alb(*rt towards Bapaiune, 
riwlied the outskirts of Le vSnrs and eo])turefl 
( ’ontalmaison aiul Warlcneoiirt-Eauconrt. 
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The 2nd Division capturorl Sapignic^s and 
Hohagnies, taking a considerablo niinibor of 
prisoners, while the (>2n<l Division mastered 
jVIory. We crossed the Al>>ert-Bapanine road 
along its whole length south of Hapanine and 
captured Martinpuieh, also L.e Sars and Le 
llar<|ue on the Bapainue- Albert road. To the 
north of Bapauine, in spite of a strenuous 
resistance on the part of the (Jen nans in tlu^ 
neighbourhood of havreuil and < ''roisilles, our 
trt>ops weiH' taiahletl to make good their a<lvance 
at these points ai\<l also faithta* north at 
N eiiville- V itasse. 

During the clay, the eountca’-attaeks \v*‘ro 
continued, being mostly r*ondnete<l by rc'cently 
arrived Oerman reinforcomt'iits, None these 
wen* sui*eessful, and our arniit's \N'4‘rc>, intlecd, 
enabled to make further progress, and took 
many ])risoners. North of the* Somme Aust ralian 
trooj>s c*arly in tht' morning c*arric*d the eia'iiiy's 
lines on t he high ground east of Bray ; on th<‘ir 
left Dondoii and Kastt‘rn C^ounty I3i\’isions 
eontinued thc*ir advan(*e towards Carnoy and 
took Mamet z, while Welsh troops seized the 
wood of that. name. 

Kartluu* north tln^ (_Jei‘mans tdso tried a 
counter-attack against our iicav j^ositions in 
the neighbourhood of OiveiU'hy, south of hens, 
but were driven baek wdth loss 

Diu'iiig the <*arly part of the night. August 
25-2<>, the eiK'iny made str<*iiuous ch'orts against 
the British position south and noi t h of Bat)aume 
ill t.hc^ neighbourhood of PkuKHmrt -I’Ahhaye 
and Favreuil, but witlujut any suceevss. North 
of th(^ latter point our men advaiHuxl against 
th<* (Jermaiis with tlu» bayonet and bciat them 
bac^k witli heavy loss, taking many prisoners. 
Another eonnter-attaek was >it.t eniptc*d against 
ns in the same section, but was also def<*ated. 

c!ons<)lidated ourselves in Fa\ r<*uil an<l ma<le 
fiii’tlua* progr<*ss bc*yond the? village, while to i la* 
north of it, our ]>osit ions soiit h east of ]Moi-y and 
tip th(* W’est of ('roisille> were impro\'ed. 

On August 2<i the First/ Army began to take 
part in the geiieivd advance. It- stood on the? 
left e)f the? ’^riiird Army, ainl its front/ e*xte‘nde*d 
fi'oin iie)j't h-east of Fest iibert to XeMix ilk? 
V itasse. It eompristMl thj-€*e* army e*oips. 
There were, rommen<*ing fi’om thi* nejith, tlu^ 
1, Corps, com])osed of the r)5th, l<»th, anel lath 
Div isieins : then the? Viri. Coi ps, 24* h, 2(Uh and 
8th Divisiejns ; then the? Canadian (.V>ips, with 
the 51st Highland Division, the :lrd and 2nd 
Canadian Divisions. The attack was made 
only by the right wing — viz., the? two (/anaelian 


divisions south e:>f the Scarj^c? — the 51st Division 
i^orth of it. 'The object of the Fii'st Aj’iny was 
to turn from the* nortli the* vvt?stern end of the 
Hiudenbiirg line anel thus force the Cermans 
to retire? from this the>ir gre?at bulwark. Tlie 
pe>int si?le*eted was Hu> iinie*tion eif the? Hinelt'ii- 
biirg anel I )roe*i? 111 * 1 - 0111^1111 liiie?s, ne*ar the? latlea* 
villagt*. IV'iie't rat ion Iu'Im? wouhl e‘om[)le?t e*ly turn 
}>e)lh line's. 

On August 2r>, our tie>e>ps attae‘ke‘il at II a.m. 
oil l)e»th side's of th*' Se-eirpe? rix'i'i* fremi Cre>isille?s 
to the' iu*ighbi?m hoe>d t a' (lax iellt*. On llu' smith 
bank ejf t !u* ri\*er. tin* ('anadiaii Oix isions. 
attac'kiiig \ igoroii>^I \*, passed Ihrnugh t la* front 
lint* e>f the* t'liemy's defence's without much 
dilTic'iilty anel e-aptiired at i>ne* rush the* high 
grouiiel kneiwii as Orange* Hill. d’he* attae*k was 
the* more? iiotahte* inasmue-li as a lu'avy steirm 
of rain was lagiiig foi* the gre*ate'r part of the? 
morning, though Ia(t*r e>ii the we*athe*r el«'are*el. 
'^I’he* Caiiaelians n*ae*ln*el W'aiieourt anel Monehy- 
le*-Bre*ux, eom])le*t e*e 1 the? e>e*eiipation ejf tliese 
\*illage*s anel ad\aiu‘e*<l fartht?i* hi'yoiiel tliem. 
Nejw Scottish troops ein the* neirth siele? of the 
Se'urpe?, f >assing o ve*r t he* same gremnei eiii \vhie?>t 
the*y liael fought in H)17, carrit'el the? Cc*rmari 
front <ie*fe*nsi\’e* syste'iu of tre'iicht's south of 
( «a\'i‘e?lle*, re^at*he?el the? eaitskirts of l<e)e*ux a.iiel 
e*eipt iire*<I the? edjemie'al v\e>rks iieu'th eif that 
plae*e?. On the* right of the* Caria.< iians, frean 
the* Thirel Army, S<‘e)ttish anel i.<(>nelon troops 
eontiiiiK'd the*ir ae.lxanee freim ('roisille*s anel 
4le*nine*l. The*y me*t with strong re*sistane?e?, 
eiliie'fly fre.>m iiaierhiiie-gim ne*sts, aide'd hy st>me* 

( «e*rinim infantry ; hut in spite? of t his, f lH?yinade? 
c*onsiele^rablt? prejgi i*ss *md e?^ipt ure?el the? high 
ground bi?tAve^i^n ( 're)isille*s anel irc?nine*l. .Here? 
*i gooel many prise)nf*is u'e*r(? take?n. (^11 the? 
mejre soiithe*rii j)ortie)n eif the? fre)iit of t)pe»rat ie»ns, 
the* British aelx ane-e? was (?e>nt inue?el em he?th 
hanks of the* Somiia*. Australian t re>e>ps te>oU 
< "appy anel ael\ a!ie'e«l te? 1 lie* e'ast of it . North of 
the* Se>mme*, Suzanne* was e'apt ur‘e?el. Karlhe?r 
to the* neirth, Knglish tieiops aifvan(?e?d in the? 
direction of .Monfiiuhaii and \Ve*lsh f.roejps 
e*apture?d Bazi?iitiii-le?-( J rand. A good <li*ul of 
?lesulte>ry fighting took plae*e at ei iinmhe*r of 
points be*.yoiid tliose ilre'ady mentione?d, and 
some* e*oiisi<le*rable? gi*e?un<l wa-; made?. 

Be*tw’e*c*ri .Marieeairt anel Bapanmc?, and alse? to 
the* norlh of t hat teiwn, heavy e*tigagc?ine?ntH took 
pfac-e* ill the? aftej*noe?ii, and iieitwithstaiicling 
all the? e^fforf.s eif the? €?ne/iiiy, our line* inovod 
steadily feirward. Knglish and \V^*lsh t roopB 
e*apturevl Montauhan anel then, working along* 

2411— 2 
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RUYE : Will rUlNCIPAI. HOAD CLEARED FOR TRAFFIC. 


tli(‘ <*n‘s( (>!’ ri( capturtMl Wood mi<i 

against L()?imi(‘\'al. which was (‘n- 
fhit. .'Mil* men wric unahh* to hold th«‘ 
\'illa|^<*, i*ouiit«‘i-at ta<‘k<'d with very 

'^api'i'ior f\>rccs, and wi'rc forced hack towards 
lhi/.<‘ntind<'-( hand anid W ood. fliLjh 

Wood, it wall he reiiKanlM'red, had f<ain«Ml th<- 
.'.ciaie of \'(a*y s(wcn* tiijjhtifi^ in tin* hatth* of 
th(‘ Sonina' in li)H>v*in whi<‘h the tide of uai- 
ehhtid and tiow’ed for >»ome da\"s. ()n thi^ 
occasion, as on t lu' tormer, tii** iJta'inan coun1<*r- 
attai'k c*ame from r.,onma*\ aL As \\<* ha\'e just 
.M't'ii, it laid lu'cn ictaktai hy th(‘ enemy aial he 
contima'd t la* na>\ement on nij^h W\H»d, c<nn- 
pt'llin^ our troof)s to fall hack f<»r a tina*. 
At Hi|j:h W'ood, however, our troops turnc«l, 
stoppt'd t\\o eia'iny's ad\aia*e, aial then 
a^j^aiti moving forwartl I'stahlished tluanselves 
on p:round well to the east t»f it. Still the (tcr- 
mans did not at oia*e j^jivi' up tlu' st I'uti^le in 
thi-^ pa-rt of the ht'UI. Anotlier (*ouiit<‘r-at tack 
was made early in the ni^ht aiiainst flic line our 
troops ia>\v lu'M, hut om* rille tin? alont' wa-; 
sutlicient to pi’i'vent tla^ (h'rmans reai'hiiiii 
our positions, and they w'cre diiveix back with 
heavy loss. Thoy also attackt'd noitli of 
Hi^h W'oo<i on the line Li^ny-Thilloy, ia>t far 
from Ihvpaume, aial fore»'il t>ur advanced 
troops to iHdire about a t|uarter of a mile ; 


then the countt'r-att a(*k was hold up and 
finally heatcai bai*k wath consid<‘rahl(' loss. 
"I'he X(*W' ZealandcF’s reacla'd Jiapauna' itsi'If in 
the aftiM'iioon aial t‘sf ahlisla'd tlaanselves on the 
4*dge of t h(‘ tow n, w^hile farther north En^^lish 
troops pi'oeressi'd lowanls Ih'ugnatre, thus 
a<l\ a!a*in<j: oi\ tla' lawt la'i ii ^^ide of Ihipaume, 
w hii’li was ian\' closely t hrc'at (‘la'd on the south, 
tlu' west, and fla- north. TIa'rc' w^as also 
sev'i're liLchtin^ about ( ‘roisilkvs, and more to tla' 
north t'jmadian troops cajit lin'd tlie rid^e t'ast 
4>f W’aneourt and adxanct'ii ht'vond (Juemajipo. 
North of the Scai’pi' vSi'ottish troops contima'<l 
tia'ii- ail\'aiaH‘ and mad*' considt'rabl*' ]jro^ress 
towanJs IMouvain. 

.Vt tla^ southern I'xtivmity of our line, the 
Austiiilian l)i\’isi*)ns cMUitinued their advance 
on b*)th hanks i>f the Somme, aial ma*le con- 
si<lerahle profjji-ess t*.)W'iir*ls Donipiorre on the 
south hank aial around Suzanne on tho north. 

Thes*' advances had inflicted further la?avy 
lo.ss«'s on the (Jerman Army, wdiich ha<l been 
compt^lled to yiehl up 21,t>(M> pri.soners to our 
iia'ii since th*' morninj? of August 21. The 
strategic situation had now changed very much 
to the advantage of the AIli*'s. They had 
pre.s.sed back the (h*rinans so tliat all danger 
of an irruption bctwet'ii the French and Bi-itish 
lines was over, aial it would have been necessary 
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to recapture a great ileal of ground before they 
could have })eeu again in a position to threaten 
either Amiens or Ha/.obrouck. The result of the 
fighting had shown a considerable <liminution 
of the G<a*inan moral, and it was ki\o\Mi that a 
largo prop<^*f ion of tlieir reserves wore usorl up. 
^Moreover, it was plainly evidiMit (hat they 
conUl no loiiger jnainlain the positions they 
wero hoMing from the riglit of (lu* t"r(Mic*U Third 
Army on the Oise t() the Seari)e on thf' north ; 

( Ke troops of the Allies w<.‘iv <l(‘monstrably 
able to ]jtish the whole lino still fai t her back. 
The (lOrman position fa<*ing the Freiieh Armi<‘s 
on the Oiso and Aisne, was, iiid(‘ed, a v<M*y 
dangerous one. Mangin’s adxanee thn^atenoil 
their left flank ; morijover Hapaume and IN>ronne 
wen^ in imminent danger, and it was a (piestion 
wlu^ther the.y should yielded up or their 
garrison taken prisoners. 

On the night of August. 20-27, the Germans 
b(‘gaii to yield ground, as fhe German Jligii < 'oin- 
mand felt (hat tJieir troops eould not coiifiiuK^ 
in t ho posil ions hold in front of Ghanlnes, Iloyo 
aiul Noyon. Hoy(' was abandoni'd onfhe2(»th 
and tlu' Germans began to ret in' from both 
sales of th(? town on a front of about 12 miles. 
The Freiieli followed up th(^ n'treat and entered 
Roye and the neighbouring villag('s. 

'this was M v(M‘y important gain to the French. 
Koyi' S(‘r\'ed as (he pivot of the Cilerinan didences 


in that ]>art ; it had taken 10 days to ca]:)ture 
flic whole position, and from it roads ran in 
all directions north, south, east and west, 
and it is worthy of not(', as sh^>^^ ing the ineiH'a.sed 
resistance offeiH'd by tlui (h'rinans to ]U‘<'vent 
the capture of this important point, that 
although in the <arly days of t lu' advanct> 
12 miles had been won within two days 
thcrt'after f he latt' of progiess was much slower, 
])roving that the leinforccment s brought up 
had eonsiderabl\' st ri'iigt heiu'd the German 
])(»sition. Its outlying <l4‘f<'nci*s, Fn'snoy. 
Goyeiuiourt, Laucouit, Reauvraigiu>s had 
gra<lually b<‘en taken, and wluai thes4‘ fell, it 
w'as pra<‘t i(‘ally impossibh* for t lu' (Jermaiis 
to ri'ttiin t heii* [>osition in tlu' town itself, 
I'siiecially when tin* c*Iost*r lying posts of 
(^icsar’s Gamp and St. Marti fell into h'rench 
hands ; ])ut tla'st' points wi‘r«‘ taken at irrt'gular 
dat<‘s, and this, no doubt, accounts for the 
Gi'rmans Ix ing al>l<' t»> hang on as long as tht'V 
did. Gjesa?‘\s (‘am]) hatl Ixm'ii in our Allies’ 
hands sinct' August 10; ( h »y<*n<‘om*t was (ak<*n 
on August. 1 (» ; lleauvraign(*s on August. 21 ; 
Fr<*snoy was not. taluai till August 20, on 
which day St, Alaid was also cai>tur(Ml. h’rom 
( ht' t ilia' t hat R(‘auvraig!a‘s was taki'ii, Ijaueourl 
was und<*r lire from it. aial was thert'foi*<* 
vaha*li'ss to tlui Gi'rmans, but. it- <lid not. 
actually yi**ld until tla^ nmrning of th(‘ 27th. 
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\Vhf?n all those posit^’ons were in the French 
power, it was evident that the Germans had 
either to surrender or retreat. They preferred 
the latter cc urse, and Tloye, as we have seen, 
was completely occupied on August 27. 

The fighting which iinnicdiately preceded the 
occupation of the town showed the French 
t roops at their })est, full of vigour, and with that 
confid(*nce which believes only in victory. Nor 
was the. (J(*nnan rc'sistance to be despised. 
Ihit as the French troc)ps beaan to encircle 
tlu? town, tiu* outlying defences fell with in- 
creasing (^ase, while the capture of the bridges 
ov(M* the Avre enabled General J)eben(‘y to 
transh'r his troops north or south in accord- 
anc<^ with tactical requireiiKaits. The Germans 
made many counter-attacks to chive back the 
French frojii the banks of this river, but all 
were unsuccessful, although very ofttai the 
Krench had to fight with thci water up to 
their waists. There* can be no doubt that 
Royc^ was given up with rc‘luelance, and 
although some* of the near defences had been 
taken some days bc^fore, it was not until 
August 20, whcai Kresnoy was takcMi, that it 
bc'came ovidcait t hat resistance was slowly dying 
off. Fre^snoy had bocai a point from which 
many countcu’-attacks had been delivered and it 


had also formed a target for the French artillery, 
so much so that the village was practically 
non-existent. Indeed, the ground all round 
it had been simply swe[)t clear by the heavv 
shell -fire directed on it. Even the trees on 
the Paris-Lillo road had all beeiv cut down. 
There was not a single one standing. Wh(*n 
Fiesnoy fell, therefore, the outlook for tin* 
German position to the north of Roye was very 
bad, so was it also on the south of the Avre, 
whej(; St. Manl, which formed a fonnidabt* 
position, ])art of the original line of IDH-in, 
constructed in the usual careful ways of thnt 
period, p*rotc(;ted by ht‘avy barbed wire and 
numerous concrete forts, was in Frentjh hands. 

A violent counter-attack was made against 
this point on the morning of August 27, but 
it was driven back and the French, continuin'^ 
their advance, completed the captu]*t> of 
J..aucourt by 8 a.m., and the result of this 
oj)eration was to extend the French flank well 
to the south of Roye and to capture (»ver 
1,100 prisoners. 

All these events had undoubtedly influenced 
tlu* moral of tlu^ (Jerman troops and had given 
the (hainan eonunanders siaious cause* to 
consider whether it was not time to retreat. 
Th*obably the final sti*aw was the capture of 
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St. Mard, which was taken on the afternoon of 
August 26 w’ithout gi'^at difticulty, after a very 
severe artillery fire, although the resistance 
from the machine-gun nests was, as usual, of 
H <leterrninod character. 

The (Germans also began to retreat on the 
•north of Roye in the region of Hnllu, and by the 
afternoon of August 27 their line ran approxin^- 
ately by Hattencourt, (]*arrepuis, past Roigliso 
and west of Verpillieres. 

Tlio retreat also oxteufle^l to the south of Roye 
on a line of over 12 miles, and th(j wliole Oerinan 


here had been held by CJeneral Humbert's 
army since August 22. 

In the noighbourliood of Noyon the Kreneli 
occupiotl Pout rKveque to tin* south, Buzoy 
to the west and X'^auehelles and Porquericourt. 
The advance to tln^so points was swift and 
decisive ; 500 prisoners wt*rc< taken and a great 
deal of material, iiicluding Miree trains loailed 
with innnitions. It was c‘vidt‘nt that Noyon 
was coming to the end of its resistance', and it 
fell the next ilay. 

When the (Jf'r))ians liad retire<l in 1017, they 
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line between Chaiiliies and Noyon fell })ack 
in ac'cordaiu^e with the anangenaMit whi<*h 
had been made sovtn-al days Ixdore. The 
French followed iq) th(^ enemy, and duritm 
the morning of August 28 rivielKul a. line? whic*h 
extcnrled from Lieoure-Potie-Alesnil-le- P<*til- 
Nesles-Cra]3eaumesnil-T)ives. (Uia nines and 
Nesle were taken and tlu? pursuit was con- 
tinued throughout the whok? <lay. It was 
fairly evident that the enemy did not mean 
to stand until he reached tlu^ line of the Somme 
and the Canal du Xord. By the c^venirig the 
French advance guards had reached this lino 
ami Cizancourt on the Somme was occupicMj, 
and at the southern extremity they were on the 
outskirts of Noyon. Both banks of the Divette 


did no damage to the town beyoial blowing 
a large hok? in tlu* main road k*a<ling into the 
city, along whic*h the Fi‘i*nch eaine. On this 
occasion, n|)fiai'cnt ly tlnnking they w(*ro m>t 
lik(?Jy to r<?turn again, t)i(*y det,erinin(*<l to per- 
form their usual rc‘ckh*ss and rcvisonless destnar- 
tion on the unfortunate city. Innumerahk* 
mines and traps f>f all kinds w(*r(* placed about 
the town with diabolical ing(*nuity. The min«‘s 
were arrang<‘d to lie fir<*rl by (*k?ctric lea' Is 
going back to Crisolles, a little? villager some- 
what <)ver three miles to the north of the town, 
and it was only when this was captureel that the? 
constant explosions were lironght to an enel. 
Everything that could bo blown down was 
destroyed, and the damage was added to aftei 
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the enemy had left by shell-firo, whicli was con- 
tin\ie<l Hteadily for eight days from heavy guns 
to the fn\.st of the town. When these were 
eompellcd to retreat, the work of demolition was 
giv'(‘n a finishing touch by aeroplane bombing. 

Noycjii was a town of <5on.sidc‘rablo historic 
intci(‘st witli niarjy fine buildings. The magni- 
ficfijit m(ulia;val town hall was almost entirely 
dcstroyeti, a mere fragment of the bc*autifiil 
facade alone being left. The houses whert; 
(’alvin was l)orn on th(‘. Placic was reduced to a 
sliapi'less lieap of stones. Not a prominent 
building was left (‘xcept tlie Ca1h<‘dral, which, 
although s(“V(‘r(‘ly dainag(‘d, was not totally 
d(‘stroyed. The Mayoi' of Noyon, an octo- 
geiyirian St^nator, stated that not more tlian 
one-tenth of the hous(\s in the town coiiUl bt^ 
repaii'ed. All these i-avagcts. wanton and 
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purp«isel<’ss, were done out of tiu' nust*rahle 
spirit of ( h'rinan n'venge. .\n excellent example 
of this was seen in the Cathedral, where a 
painting of Chi’ist had e\iilently form<‘d the 
targc't- for sejme [)articulai*ly brutal (h*rinan’s 
pistol pnictice. 

On the 2Sth th*' geiua’al advan(*e of the Allies 
was eontimn'd and their i)osition was greatly 
improvc‘d. On the south side of the river 
Somme, Fontaine-les-Cappy and the wootls 
bid ween it aia^l the rivtM' were taken and some 
hundreds of prisonei’s made. Vermaiulovillers 


also was captured, while, north of the river, the 
ground to the east of Maricoui*t was taken, 
which gave into our hands dominating ground 
•to aid a further movement eastward. 

Meanwliilo the British troops had been 
pressing forward, too, farther north. On 
August 27, severe figliting had taken place at 
Troncs Wood, in wliich the 18th Division fought 
with great gallantry and finally succeeded in 
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Commanded the 38th (Welsh) Division. 

seeming firm possc<>i(>n of th<‘ wood, notwith- 
standing rcj)<‘at«‘d counter-attacks of the Ccr- 
jnans. inclialing one iiuuk' by the 2nd Guards 
Division whicli cana- ficsh into tho lighting. 

'1\) the soiitl\ of Hapaume, on the 28th 
Knglish and W elsh tro<»ps tnadi' fm t liei* progress, 
driving the ( Jei’inatis from Loiigue\al, Delvillo 
Wood and Heinafay Wood. The-^e points had 
been tlu* scene of miudv seven* fighting in 
the Somme liattle ot 1 !H (i. Our advance met 
many eountei* attacks in which the Prussian 
(biard tt)ok ])art, and, generally speaking, it 
may be said that south and north i>f Bapamne 
the resistance of tli(‘ taierny was obstinate. 
Between GroisilU's and Mapanme, South English 
and N(*w Zealand ti'oops repnlsisl a number 
of determined connter-gt tacks by (Jernum 
Divisions bronglit nj) s[)ecially for the purpose. 
But not one of these attacks was successful, nor 
indeed did they even stop the British advance. 
Very heavy losses were inflicted on the enemy 
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and he waj^ grailuaJIy drivt'ii hack. The 
village of Beugnatre was taken. 

Between the JScarpe and ihc' Sensee rivers 
there was heavy fighting, in whieli Cana- 
dian troops captured Cherisy, Vis-eii- Artois 
and the Sart W'^ood, taking a eonNideral)le iinin- 
of prisoners. On tlu^ south of the Canadians, 
Scottisli troops crosst'il the Stai^ee and sei>^e«| 
Font aine-les-Croisillc's, taking np a [losition on 
the spur south of the \’illag(‘. Ileiti also nu>ri' 
prisoners werti taken. Xoith of the Searpe 
Scottish rt‘giuients tot>k Kotaix, (Jrc‘enland 
Hill, Cax relle a.iid Arleiix-en-( }t)ludle, whi<‘h 
marked t ht‘ point where tla^ line held since the 
Mareli retreat joined our fornuM* line of works. 
Part of tho (lerinan front south of llu> village 
Wiis also ea|)tin*ed. 'fhe fighting all I'onnd 
Bongneval and DeKillo Wood, where wen^ the 
38th (Welsh) Division (HaJ.dh'ii. 'W A. Cubit t) 
was ])art ieulai ly severe, botii on August 27 
iiiid 28, and the saiiu^ was thtj cast* with the 
ITtli Division (AlaJ.-t Jon. P. 1C Koberts<ai), 
which attacked north of these troot)s in the 
direcstion of balers. 

On tlu^ lat-ica* date the retrt'at- of the n<a-inans 
boeanio inoro pronounced, aiul tJic w iiole Allied 


line advanced frtan th»' Searpe to abo\’t' the 
Aisne. In th«* north, t lu* Canadians had sexere 
fighting all day. 'I'hcv drt>vt' back t ht" ( Jerinans 
at many ]>oints. o<*c*npy ing thi'ir t rcMich<\s, and 
captured Jk)iry - Ni>t n'-danie aial lk*l\ <'s. A 
lit fit' to t.lu* >enth Ci'oir-illi's w«is takt'u by 
Jjoiah^n t loops after an obstinati^ resistaiu*<». 
Innnediati'ly on thi* north bank of flu* Soinnu* 
British t roops (‘apt tired I la rd(*(*onr't and (hirhi 
and pri'sscd st ill fai t lua’ cast t(»wards Manrc'pas. 
Kepcadeil hostile attaik^ forct'd us to with* 
draw tiu' advancisl posts w Inch had b<*en estab- 
lished west of Oppy. Put. this was a inattt‘r of 
sinidl nioni‘‘nt. Smith of tlu' ri\'(*r, our troops 
rea(*lu'(l tlut line I b‘rb(M-oiirt - KresiU'S. TIu* 
<h.a‘nians were still (*flc'ing (‘onsidtrablc* resis- 
tanc*(* at tlu» passaut's o\'t‘r the river at. INaonne 
and at. Ih ii* to llu^ south. 

During t lu* niglit of the 2S<h 2ht h tlu'ro 
was \iolent artillery tin* on the Sonniu^ 
front, which app<‘ais to h;i\»' Ix'tai laigi'ly 
em|iloyed to mask the ivticat. August 211 
saw tlu^ retreat of I lie (Ji'rmans eon- 
t'iniu'd along tlu* w hok? line from tlu* Siaiseo 
ri\<‘r in the north to the Ois(‘ and f he 
Aik‘tte in the smith, 'riu'ie ha<l b('.(*n some 
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Bymptfmis on the provioin days of an intoniion 
of tho (Jerinans to stand on the gmiind to the 
oast of Longnoval and along the villages to 
(liiillr.mont, (hnehy, Lo-ihcnufs and (Sueudo- 
eourt to tho oast and south-east of that point, 
V>iit on tho ovoixing of August 28. they soom 
finally to have ahancJone<l all thought of 
making a staTnl at siioh an afivanoed f)osi- 
tion, which iricUsMl was l>ocoming more and 
more dangerous )>y tho affvanco of tho Fioneh 
in the south of tho lighting lino, where 
Mangin with tho Tenth Army, who<‘Iiiig 
up to tho left, oc^mbined with the direct 
advauoo of tho French Third Army, was 
threatening seriously the (Jerman troops on 
the line ot t ln^ Oise. 

Ahov^t' th<? St^iisee, whei(^ tlai right wing of 
tile Hi'itish 1. Army (^3rj)S was tuding, there, 
was very littU^ forward mov'^ement-, which 
ireltMul wa.s confined during tlio next few 
tlays to siuMiring ludter [lositions for the attack 
to he <lireeted iigainst tin? l)rofu)nrt-Queant 
line Tf> the sout h of (ia.vrvlle, howt;v(M*, ou r 
tn»ops advanced into a. posit i<»ii mort* to thi^ 
east tlian th(\v liad occupied since the war 
lK\gan. Tht) XXll.<^)rps, c.onsisting of tlu' 

1 1th Division and t-lui olst Division from the 
Canadian Corps, was now jmslu‘d in between 
tli(? Vm. (yorps and tlie Canadians so as to 


cover the left flank of tho advance of tho latter 
ia their eastward movement. 

On this date the enemy evacuated Bapaumo, 
which was occai)ied by tlie New Zealanders; 
the ISth Division entered Combles, while, to the 
north of Bav^aiime, the oGth and 57th Divisions 
penetrated the enemy’s line as far as Riencourt 
lez Cmgnicourt. But although they were un- 
able^ to jiiaintain their footing in this village 
th<‘y lirdd a line on tho western and nortliera 
outskirts of Biillecourb ami Hendocourt. Ou 
the south side of the Somme, tho British made 
good their hold on the eastiam side of the bend of 
tlie rivcM* and en|)lun.*(l Jfem on the northern 
si<loof it. l<'iom this point, the Allied line now 
e xtended dtnvn to the east of Noyori, ami here 
th<* Frem*h took Ha| »i)lim?onrt to tho iiorth-east 
of it and a<lvimeed f>n th(^ slopes of Mont 
St. Simf‘on, taking Lamhimont and Morlin- 
eoiij't ; w’hih* Cem^ral Mangin’s army was 
aei-oss thi^ Ail(‘tte in sevei’al places north and 
south of t’hamp-j in spite of v igorous resistanet» 
offered ])y the (h'vmans, 

'riie French progres.-: contimicil up to thc^ 
(’anal <lu Xord, which was skirted along its 
whole IcMigth (excci)t about (Aifigny and 
Sermaizc), by tlic Bois du Quosnoy, north- 
east of Reuvdlley and Boaurains. In tlu' 
neiglibourl 100(1 of .Voyon th(' contest W’ns very 
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sevoro, and it wa'^ only by dint of liard fight injr 
that Noyon had boon oaplnrod and furtla*!* 
progress made north to the southern odgt' of 
HH])plinoourt. In tli(‘S(‘ o^ierations sov<‘ral 
hundrt'd prisoners wore oa])turod. t<»gt‘tlu‘r 
with some guns and niaoJiino guns. 

On tho extreme right of the Froia*h line 
tlioro were sona^ enemy raids in Ltiiraiiu*, 
which were (‘asily driven back, while th <5 
French madt* two similar minor attacks into 
the <lca*man linos in Champagne and bnaight 
biiok some prison<‘rs. 

August 30. On this date l^ritish t |•00]>S 
crossed tho Somme south and wc'st of Poronno, 
while in\ the road from Alias to Cambrai th<^ 
Canailians advanced to a ]joint close on to the 
Quean t-Drocourt lino and took Haucourt and 
a good portion of the (ilerman line's down 
towards Mc'ndecourt with nunn'rous ]>riftonors. 
A little more to'the south, however, wc* w(*re 
not so successful. l.,f)ndon and West Lan<;a- 
shir© troops took Hullecourt and Hondecourt 
after severe fighting, but the Clermans, being 
unwilling to give iiyj points so near to tbeir main 
lines of defences, attacked in great force, and 
by the evening had driv’en back onr troops to 
the western outskirts of these villages and to 
the Oennan trench line betw’een them. Here, 
however, the enemy was brought up by our 


fire, but still w<* had made ronsi»k'iahle progress 
towards the immiMliate objective of our troops 
in this pait of tlu’s lit'ld. 

Hound Hapainiu', also, wt^ w< rc^ sn(‘cessfnl. 
^fhe outskirts of Heugny, on thc> mad to 
(’ambrai, wc'rt' r(uu*ht‘d, while, fartb(*r north 
Va.ulx-\’rau«*onrt was captun*«l, ami to t-bc^ 
south of the I'oufl, Frcinit'ourt , Hancourt and 
l<i(‘ncourt-h's-Hapauiiu‘ taken. 

jNhn*<* to < bc! north, nc'ar to tlu* nuu*b disputcid 
point, of Mount Keinmel, the. town of Hailkail, 
on tlu' road to (’assc'l, w'as occupied, (he (Ger- 
mans having abandoiu'd it, as als<) tlu^ line of 
the Lawe. 

Fi-cnch fin the light of onr liiH'> al-?o 
made considi*rabl(‘ advance. '^Pbe (filial du 
Xord was ])asscd by Debemy's army, anil 
(’bivilly and (k'livry eapturcil, VNbiltr the 
Fr^'iich d'liir*! Army took St. SiiiK'on t-o the 
ea'-t of Noyon and made furtbiM* prognv s 
at Happlincoiirt. Farther to the east, the 
Ailettc? was crossed and the village of (Uiainps 
readied ; while on the high ground to tlie 
north of Soissons Mangin’s troops (‘aptiiml 
Chavigny and Ckifhes anrl carried thiiir line 
forwanl to the biirders of Crony. 

On August 30, English troops also carri<*.d 
out a successful operation north of the Arras- 
(-'andjrai road, capturing tho village of Eter- 
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pi^tiy, oil th<‘ (‘list ]>aiik <»t tin* 8onst'*o, uihI also 
ail iniportant strong point known as St. 
Snrviii’s Farm. Tn llu* Lys region, Hritisli 
troops occu[)in<l Lafoutnro and tlu' lint* of 
tlin J.iHWt< rix’or, includin^x tlit' villafiros of 
Vi<‘ilIt'-(diapcllo and Lc'slrom. Th^y further 
pushtul forward towards Doulicu, oapturotl 
Hailloul station to the south of Bailloul, which 
was tluai abandout'd by tlic enemy, and 
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the hill to tlu' ca*^t of it known as Mont de 
Lille (in tho bend of the road to Ai inentieres). 
Our troops entered Draiioutro to the south of 
Keinnad Hill and also grained ground to the 
north of it. 

J^y ni^ht of tliis day, the 3t)th, the lini* of 
our Fourth and the Thi?*d Armies north of 
tlie Somm<‘ ran from ( M<‘ry-sur-Somine past 
thewest(‘rn edjjje of Marrieres wood to (.Wnbles- 
I^esboeufs-Haneoiirt- Fitanieourt and Vrau- 
court, aiul thc'iue to tht^ wc^storn outskirts 
of Kcoust-lhillt'court and Tfoiideeoiirt. This 
position was such that any further 
advance would threaten tho eiu'iny’s line 
south of Peronne on the east bank of 
tlu* Somme, to which our ]>rogress to the 
north of the river had already forced them 
to retrt*at. 

At tin’s time there were indications that tho 
enemy intended to make a further stand. IHs 
eounter-attacks had increased in number and 
violence. On tho niglit of August 30-31, how- 
ever, a brilliant operation by Major-General 
C. Koscnthal with the 2nd Australian Division 
put a lUfferont complexion on affaii-s. It was 
specially directed to the capture of P6ronne. 
This division had tw^o brigades, the 5th and Gth. 
IVe veil ted by flooils and heav'y machine -gun 
lire fiom crossing the 8ommo opposite Mont St. 
Quentin, the fonner passed the river at Fouil- 
lioros, two miles to tho west. Hero the bridge 
had been destroyed by the Germans, but the 
engineei-s replaced it by temporary strueturos, 
and by 10.15 p.in. tho brigade hatl captured 
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the German trenches of Clcry, anti 

assembled in them toady tt> torn the enomy^s 
positions from tho north-west. 

At 5 a.m. on tho 31st tht' assault was con- 
tinued, and, notwitlLstandin^ tho doterminod 
resistanoo of tho enemy, ^lont St. Quentin 
and Feuillaucourt were taken. Tlio lighting 
was of a most severe character. Strong 
hostile counter-attacks were made on several 
occasions during the day and w^re continued 
during the night, but o\ir ti-oops managt'd to 
cling to the positions they hat 1 capt ure<l. >st‘arly 
1,000 j)risoners w('re taken in the operation. 
The fate of Peronne was now scal<‘d. 

On tho same date Alangiirs army was engaged 
in severer figliting in the r('gion of tlie Canal <Iu 
Nord and to tho north of Soissons. Progress 
was only slowly made, th<^ enemy lighting with 
the greatest stid)bornness. (.)n tht' side of th»' 
C*anal dii Nord, Campagne* was ( antured on tlu' 
r-asterii bank, and a st‘vei>‘ action look plac<* at 
(.'hevilly. Twice tho (e‘rmans succciMled in 
pressing tho French back from this village, 
which was an imj)ortant point on the high 
gn.>und betw(^e!i Pussy and ( ’amj)amie on tlie 
eastern side of tlie canal <lominat ng the loop 
made by tlio latter in tliis part of its course*. 
Finally, liowevi'r, it reanained in possession of 
the Freneii, who captured th(*rc about 2ut» 
prisoni'rs, Power down the canal, in tla* 
neighbourhood of Noyon, the Fiench ina<lc 


further progress to Cie i\orth of llapplineourt 
and to the east c'»f Morlinc^ourt . 

The French atlvaiu'c in the neig!ibourho<^d of 
Soissons was also eontimietl ; .Juvigny (whic*li 
was taken by tlu> Americans) and Crouy 
were cai’ried aftta- a \'t*r\' sc\cr(' struggle ^mtl 
[)rogr(‘ss was mad-.* to the \v(\s|cru outskirts of 
Pcuilly. 

On the morning of August .31. tlu* left of tho 
Fourth Army, consist iiig of the .‘Jrd Australian, 
the .“iSth, 47lh ami IStli Divisions attacked 
ttnvards Pouchavesni's, Paiu'ourt and Frf'gi- 
court, aiicl our troops rt'aclu'd the outskirts 
of St. Pii-rrc- X'aa'^t \\'oo<l belwct'ii Paueourt- 
ainl Sailly-Saillis(‘l. Tlu* n*sis(auci‘ at th<‘se 
points ha«l (*(U)si<lcral)|y hardenc<l, and it 
was not till I Ik* next day that (Uir troops 
became i*omplctt'ly mnslc*i s of tiiem. 'r«» t h»> 
nortli of tht* h'onilh Aiiny, the 'Thiid Aiiiiy 
also, tai })«)th >\ugu>t .*il and September 1, 
iiad \'c?“\' s#*\crc lighting, hut hy the evening 
<if the laltt‘«‘ dat<‘ tJic troops held Sailly- 
Sailliscl, Morval, Pt*auli*ncourt, the high gi*ound 
at Mr)eu\'res and Pi<‘iieom*1 -l(*s- Papaume, and 
also tla* ridges i*ast of Pancom I , b'rcmieourt 
and \'auIx:-\'i-aucom‘t an<l l^ongalte, ami ha«l 
taken over 2, 01)11 prisomas. Pail of IIk’XX'II. 
(‘orps, under I .ieut .-( li'iieral Sir Kci’gusoii, 
compl(‘tcd lilt* <aptm(* of Pullt*(‘oui aial 
I lende<M)urt , ami following up tlK‘ir adv antage 
took Picn-k*z-(.'aguicoui l . 
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In th<f north, tho Cnnrt'luin troojw rarri»ul 
out a so<*cM*s'^i’\iI r)]>(M*atioii iiniuodiatoly south 
of tl»c* A rots-( 'ionhiiii road, inHicdin^ many 
casiialt ii*> on 1 hrir o))])on<‘nts and capt iirinjjc 
If) inacliino-auns. li<‘t\vo«*n tho Sonsro and 
tho Scarpt*, Kn^li.'-lj troops jnado anothor 
a<i\n!if'o, pio.lun^ foi\vai«l sonio l,o(M) yards 
to Uio d"rirunns river. TJie enemy iu>\\ al>an- 
doiiofl completely the I as sali«‘nt, md we 
oeeiipi* d K» inmel hill and rea<-hed the line 
ol \’o<n tiH v.eeli* J.«ind<*nhoi*k La ( 'r e<*lie I >onlien 
atnl the n(‘iij,)il xairliood of I‘jstair(‘S, fnllowinuc 
elo^>(‘ly oti the let i‘« at in;jr enemy aral enlherine 
in a mimhet* dJ’ j >ri )M(*r^. 

l)nrin^ the day \n<* also ma<lc‘ eonsidtaaLlo 
proere',s in the direct ioii of Le 'rransl<jy to i|i»» 
nort h of Sa illy Sail lisel on t he. road to Hapanna*, 
and dnrinL’^ t h» ni^ht nf Sept emtxa- I eli'aredthe 
enem\ fit)m the* xillaees of Lonj^at t(‘ a nd hx*onst- 
St . .Mein t ( > tin ■south-east ( ff ( ’roisille'-, 1 akiini ItH) 
prisoiaas. Near Haneoint, in a siieeessfnl minor 
o[)er’at i< ai, att jriore pi i.'-< mers w <*i’e ea pt nre<l. 

On Septemhei- 1, Australian t roops eapt ured 
fN'‘r()ntie. At an early iiour of t lu* morning, 
tliey look I lie (ierman positions w<‘st and 
noith of th<‘ town, wliile fier<*e fi^litin/^ was 
still taking place. ainoiitT tla* ruiiaxl stretds 


of the eastern suburbs. By the evening \v( 
held the lino Peronne-FIamieourt and St 
Deni.s, and had pushed forward on the spm> 
north and north-east of St. Quentin. 

On tile Lys front progress was continued, 
Orailieu, Lf' V'errier and Slf*enwerek weii* 
taken, and the trooj)s were in contact with the 
enemy about Xtaive Lglisi* ami W’uInm r^hem 

September I marks the close of the stx-oud 
staee in the Ihitish offensive. In the 
part of the operations, the enemy liad been 
driven har*k from the nei^j;hl)ourhood of .Amien- 
by the brilliant snecc*ss oljtained in the ea^t 
of that town, and thus all immediate dcUiLrej 
of iin lulvanee on Laiis liad been brf)uttht to 
an end. 'Die second period of our advance, 
which had eommeneed on Au^^ust 21 and 
which is usually known as tlie battle of 
Hajianme, had b6'eti c‘vcn more successful 
than the fii-:^t. 'Die 'Diird and Kointh Hritwh 
Armies and t^uit of the l^'irst , a bly direct ed and 
littldin^ witli their usual }>rav(‘i\\' had per 
sisl<‘nlly and r(lentlessly di’iv'cn back (herman.> 
oO p<‘r cenL more than lla'ii* own stren^ifli, 
without a halt, in It) days fi'om one side of the 
old Sonune bat t I('fi<‘ld to th(‘ otlaa*, therehv' 
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1 1 1 ' it i \ rs ;i f 1(1 i n ;if Mi t it )i I , n ( It I i'‘f ( INS ni t in m it it t ion 
lui'l (lijin|is, t-oiil .lininij miitix liitinli tsl 

tli(HisiNi(( fdiiTuls of }in<( ticndi iiioitNi- 

jtiiiiiiNiiit ion {IS well {IS r*!! f'( t ic Im's fot* snuill 
:irins {incl iimiH‘r.->c‘ (jninit it ic‘s of \\ <>r iiwiti rinl of 
<*\’(‘r\ c l'*^< ri|)t ion. "^riio I' lcnch jj^niii" luid In i n 
c'cjiuill\ notiil)!**; th<*\' hinl ftikoii 7<t,!t.S4 

prisoiii't s, inc'luclin^ 1,1 iH ollliccTs. 1,41- ^/uns, 
7‘M tfonch inoitiifs, S,n.4‘i nuichinc* min>s. If 
will be* s(M‘n tliiit tJio <b*inuin Aiinn li.id b<M*n 
d'‘]>lft c‘f I i»t Hi«‘ 27ib‘ of :J(),t)f)b nn-n a wof4v 
sincM^ July I H, Those lin^c* ^nins in nnib'i'ial 
show that tlic' (J(*iin«n) Hij^h (’oinnuuiil h;ic| 
belieweel in its etipaeify tn eontiinie fJn* 
acl\{i!i(M‘ (Ie<‘}> into l^” ranee* and c‘\c*n to {leeorn 
]2lish its {\iins a^iiinst. P{\i is if sob . {ual laid 
aeenrniihiteHl \'ast stores foi- llic^ purpose. I'lic* 


i'ij{ fl.itik ii(f{i('k'« {iL'Jun^t the (*n«‘ni\ I'.id 

drivc-n liiiii lim k fn>m lln’ .Marin- to tin* Aism- ; 
p<n-id \ I Ins pros.’ rt ■'.s in tin- diM-c'1i''ii •>! It* it ns 
iitid sn bsc 'c 1 1 1« 'll 1 1 \’ t 1 1 n ‘a I < ‘in ‘d fin* Ic'lt llanK <il 
liis tiooj;.'. \vhn‘!i tin- linli'-'h {iinl l‘r«‘tn-h wii«“ 
attacking f !•< n 1 1 al i w rin* niilitaiv ^..nnin- w liicii 
ii.nl ciryani/.!‘d lln-'-f* i n< i \ >- n i< *n t - w.i- pknnly 
f)f the* lii^ln'sj C-] i.n.n-t t r. 1 In* ,-n<*<*4‘s-t nl 
o| )( *i-a t ion- of lioili armi'-' w<r<‘ din- to tin- ab.k* 
stalf \vliif)i li.-nl ( I i n *c'f 4 ‘d tln'ir n n n n t 

iiotiibly annai;.! tin* Ihili^li c-omi iia ink r- , 
( I 4 *n 4 *i';d l>yiiji, tin* ( *oi ni i an n k*'* ol tin* I bird 
Arin\', «iinl, ainoii^^ I In- I* rniinli, ( a-rn-i’id .MaiiLfin. 
In the first flank idlaek whidi Manudi., m 
(*on ibitad ion with (Ic*ni‘iid I)e-^outtn and two 
Ann*rie*an c li\'isi» ms, bacl del i \'c*i 4*d , bis airannc*- 
inniits lanl bc-c-n .;o W4*ll nnnic*, nink*r t In^ 
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sinK^rintondcTK'O of Gc?noial Potain (in supivino 
comiiiMiKl of that ])OTtion of tl\o French front), 
tliat thoy had coinpl(‘<olv snrprisod tho (Her- 
luans against whom tlioy worn tlinM*t(*d. 
In Iht* s(^('ond attack, Man^iti, acting on the 
right flank of Debency’s and Jiundnnt’fi 
aniii(;s, laid again }>y las persistent and 
strianious attacks largely contributed to the 
(JerJitau decision to fall back before them. 

[n the last few days of August, win*!! the 
(h'rnian Supii ine Command appe^ars to hav<‘ 
felt the. necessity foi* rctr(*at ffroin about 


August 2<I oiwvards), they had a[)parenlly 
eodeavouied to take up a r<*arguai*d posit inn 
covering t lu‘ gcnei’al r(*tiremt'nl of th»‘ir ainres 
to the llindenburg deh'ncc's. 'I"he liix' of tin* 
Tortille riv«*i- aiitl the Nurlu platt'.ni was 
favourable for such pioi*css, and would 
hav<? allowed tlu'iu ti") secui’e their artilli*ry 
and nauovt' nuicli of th»* aminunition they 
had i‘oUe»ted in foi\var<l dumps. But our 
))rogress had b» en so ra['id and our blows 
so heavy that tluy had resulted in a steufly 
deterioration in tin* moral of tlu*ir troops. 
Their rearguards had become incapable of 
delerinintd stands, an<l it had been fouiul 


necessary to support ihetn, at points where 
our troops threat i‘nod penetration, by means 
of I t serves pushed into the battle line 
wh(‘rti need required them. Tho consequence 
of all this was that the order of battle of the 
tierman troo])s had been much uj^set ; this is 
easily proved by the captures made, whieli 
showed that units of the same division were 
fighting eai widely sepeirated parts of the 
hat tie-front — proe)f positive? of the pi(*cem(?al 
way in which the Germau leaders had Ijcen 
eomp(*lled to (‘m])loy th(‘ir troops to stop at all 


hazards an irru]>tion of our forces tlirougli 
tln‘ir fighting lini*. 

The value of the pressure w’hich w’o had 
applied to the e?n*my was particularly show’u 
in the northern portion of the line in what 
may lx* <leserilx‘d as the I^ys front. It lias 
been b(*fore pointed out in this nariafive that 
tho (lei man trooj^s in rear of their front line 
had for some considerable time been exposed 
for long distances to tho rear to our artillery 
fire. At first they had doulitless hung on to 
this position because it threatened Hazehrouck 
and therefore tho Channel ports, but it be- 
came evident to them that all possibility of 
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such a strategic snccejNS ha({ vauishcHi for tlie 
time, even although th»‘v uiiglit he unwilling 
to admit it had gi>iio for e\ ei . Mon? t<» t lu‘ st>uth 
tlu'ir line had also been thnist back ; it was 
therefore conunon sense* to ictin* fnnn the Lys 
salient. The initial stage' of the retireiui'ut 
had eominenee<l as early as July 2b, wduii the 
failure of the more soutliern a<l\anee ha«l 
shown clearly to the (Jermau (\’aumantl that 
they did not ])oss('ss tro(.t{)S in sulhi'iiiit 
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numbers to <*ontinue any furtlier forwaid 
moN'tanent, aial from the dato in <pa‘sli<»n 
they had Ix'guii the w it h<li'aw'iil of ammii 
nition aial stores eollec-tt‘d foi* a 1 ui t her oi'feu- 
siv('. 

As early as August J. they had begun to 
effect local retin-ment on the southern flank 
of the sali(‘nt, an<l this |iroc<*ss was accelerated 
by tla* (*i>nslant progi-ess made on the southern 
‘^ide of the Allied advance. On August I w<* 
had been able to mak<- a t'onsideiabh* advanc<* 
o[)posite! M('rville, and tlie lu’xt day this pla<-c 
was tak<*n and our line a<l\'anced on the whoh* 
front from the T.,aw<* river to Die Plate l»e*-<|ue. 
ddu* nibbling f)roc('ss on f lj<* tier-man lint*.-- harl 
bef*n continui'd against tla* south«*rn and 
Wi'stern faces of the (i(*nnan salient, but with- 
out indiU'ing any correspomiing w il lidrawal on 
the* northern side. On th<* night of August 20-.dO, 
howwaa*, the notion of any adhereru'c to 
thi« projection, which was now becoming a 


s«)iirce of grt'at weakius-, only to be jii-tilicd 
as forming the Ikis*- of an iinnu'diate offensive, 
was given up. As w(* have set'n, on August JO 
our tiHH^])s lunl fouu I RailleuI uuoe<*u])ied, 
and llu' next day the eia*m\' Irad gi\'en u]) 
MraU Ki'innad and Sf ('t'n wa'i'ck, an<l thi' follow- 
ing day Neu\'c f!glisc w a - crtptm<Ml. It was 
tlie beginning t>f the (aid 

At the end of Vngu-t from Kt niin'‘l dow n 
t'^ \oyo»t. with tlie exi-cplion <»f a .'■mall spare 
fi*om (ii\’eneli> to Pen-., tire .\IIies had piH'ssed 
hark the (iiarnan^ along the whoh* length <»f 
theii liiu*. d\> tlie 1 ‘a-si 4»f N'ovon, the f'l'iMieh 
outdianUirig ft»r('<‘ wa^. ad\an.ing tmit hw a r<ls, 
t hre.it I'liing tlie \\lu?|e ol tlie (it-rman position 
hack to St. (hunt in. Moreo\er, tlic enemy 
hatl n(»t merclx' ln'rii •hi\cii back, he \\as still 
retiring cxer'pt at tlie point just nn‘ntioiied, 
and h<‘ had r>raetieallv lost the gains which 



Irv 

majok-(;enei<ai, c. a. placklock. 

( a>inm:iiidecJ the 6Jrd Divi.sion. 


in* had made in the .'>pi-jng aral early siirrrmer. 
Oin* ti’oops laid r« achcrl a position where they 
fhr<*alcnej| tia* main riefener* of (iermarry, the 
i f indenI aii-g lira , and that at its most flangcr- 
ous point, \ i/,., at the ^.rdierit where it joiiiod 
tla* l)i‘oeourt (.h^'-'Uit line to t la^ north. d'o 
penetratf* lu*r(‘ was <‘ff(*e1 i vely to turn both 
lines of rl -fenec, anil woirld nec-essa rily ba\c! 
lia<I a gri*at effeet on tla- (ierinaii general 
sit nation. 

On Sf‘pt(‘iiib(‘r 2, tla' <ler*isi\'e blow was struek 
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by trooj)s of the First and Third Armies. To 
the former h(^Iongo(i the 1st and 4th (.’anadian 
Divisions ami the 4th Knglish Division; to 
the latter the XVTT. ('orj).s with the 52nd, 57th, 
and ().‘h*d Divisions. At 5 a.m., the Canadians 
were s<*ril on a front of about 4\ miles against 
th(' (*n(*rny’s j)osition south of the 'rrim|uis 
brook. They weri^ aided by 40 tanks of the 
Ilrd Tank Mrigad(i an<l by a mo])iIe force of 
motor maghiiie-giin units, Canadian (‘avalry 
aral airmonred ears. Tim attack was fanineiitly 
successful, and after se\’on hours’ fighting 
tlu* I_)ro«?oiii t C^ueant line was eoinph tely 
fM'nelrattd and in our possession. On th(‘ 
right of thc' (’anadians, the attack was eon- 
duet(*d by the XVdl. Corps, with the 520(1 and 
57111 Divisions in front lim?. It was directed 
against the junction of tla? Iliiah'nbnrg and 
l)ro(r(jurt Qiu'ant lines, noith-wesf of Qia'ant 
village 'This movement was (‘((iially siic- 
(•(^ssfiil. The 52nd Division was <‘ngaged in 
very sev(‘i*e figliting in I he elaborat e' (h'rman 
tnnich systc'in both north and south of (^iK'ant, 
and tlie progr(.'ss they madf' gr(‘atly assist(‘(l 
th(j advances of thc^ Canadians on their nortiH'rn 
flank. The 57fh Division on the i-ight was 
als(^ s(^V(*rt'|y (aigag('d Karly in the afh'rmjon 
the tillrd Division (und(‘r Ma j.-Cemral (’. A. 
lllacklo(‘k) pa'^sc'd thiough our front lim' and 
proce(‘d(‘d to imj)rov(‘ fla* succ(‘ss aln'ady 
gaifh'd. 


As the day progressed and our troops ad- 
vanced, they met with considerable resistance 
from machine-gun nests at Etaing and on th(» 
revers*^ slopes of the ridge on wliich Dury was 
situated, and there was specially hard fighting 
on the front of the fi3rd J)ivision, now joined 
by the 4th Division {under Maj -General L. J, 
Dipsett). By nightfall the 03rd Division 
had reached a point on tiio Douai railroad east 
of Queaiit, while the 52nd Division, wheeling 
round on the north of Queant, threatened both 
that village and Pronvillo from the north. 
Altogetlan* our troops had maide an advance 
which measured <.)ver three miles along the 
Arras-Cambrai road, and had reached the 
outskirts of Buissy south of the Arras -Cambrai 
road. Eterj)igny, Villers-lez-Cagnicourt, Cagni- 
court and Dury had been capt urtnl.’'' ^laiiy 
guns and 8,t)00 i)ris(,>n(‘is had also been takcai. 
'I’he \ ictory gained was a v( ry im])ortant oik', as 
the p(‘n«‘tration of the (h'rman liims of di'fence 
turin'<l llu^ whole of his organized positions 
both to the south and in great measure to th(^ 
north. We were in fact bidiind his juaiu llin- 
dculvurg lino. South of this special movement, 
the troops of the Tliird and Fourth .\rmies pi’o- 
longed the lini' of attack down to Ceronno and 
made im])oitant piogress in the face of sev'ere- 
i(‘sista.nce. IMoreiiil and \dllei*s-au Clos werti 

* Dury wa-i tule^u by K ji.ru., and (la* (.t'l’man town* 
III \‘]or wii' foiiial in bed a-'lnrp ! 



f Official 


QUfiANT. 




THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


807 



' [(.'aitalian W’nr is, 

CANADIANS IN THR SUPPORT LINR WATCHING IHEIR COMRADHS’ ADVANCE. 


tivUeii, and I'nrtlir-r progioss was inadn towards 
Lens. 

On tlu' Kr(*n(*!) iVont trooj.s passi'd ovtir llu‘ 
Canal dn Xoi’d to east of \esl(‘, wliih^ 
l)etwo(Mi tile Oise and thi' Aisni' <»lliei*s wl.ieli 
had erossed the Aih'tto la'ar Champs eon- 
linneil their progress in the direelion of Coiiey- 
]('-ChateaM. [..eiiilly and d\‘friy-Sorny were 
of*eiipie(I, am] ui'oiind was gained on tlu* north 
of I lie Aisne and at Crony. 

Till* re-iilt of tlie htrhtin^ np to Si'pt ember 2, 
e^peeially on the Searjie, wlu-re tlu? Jbitish 
had thorouglily beaten 1 .*> Cerman divisions, 
taken H),(HM) pi'isoners ami 20t) mins, liad now' 
finaijy eonsineed tli.^ (Jerman Commanders 
that the position tliey had hitherto lu‘Id was 
become nntenabh*, and it was bet to?' to retire 
from it. Dmin;; th'* ni^ht of S ptember 2 d, 
alone the whole line of battle fi'om the ri^ht of 
tile First Army, on the left of onr line, to the 
rielit of tlie Thii'd Army, a. maieral retirement 
of tile enemy took place, and on Seplemiier .‘5 
the general line oeenjiiial by him I'.m along the 
Canal dii Xord from IV‘i*onm‘ to ^’tl■e.s and 
thenii* east of trermies Inehy-en-Artois 
Feoni't St. Qnentin to tlie Sen^jee east i^f 
Leeliise, ami on September 4 the withdrawal 
was continued from f hi* ea-t bank of the* Somme, 
south of Pi'ronno. On th(3 night of September 
8, the Germans held a line from N'ermand 
Epeiiy- Havrincourt, and thence along Uio 
east bank of the Canal du Xonl. 


Daring the night of September 2 ‘h the 
I'eailt- of the .Allied victories became more and 
more exiilent. t^ae.mt had fallen into oiii' 
hand.-s and also Haiialli*, eight miles fiom 
('ambrai. foi* south of the Canadian attack, 
the XVII. Corps ha<l taken (^ueant and I'ron- 
ville, and reaehed Inehy and Moenvres. ddie 
German retreat wa'- part ienlaily rapid between 
Oueant and Moeuvi es. Let ween C^ueant. and 
Peronne onr troops made considerable 
progre.ss to the 1 1 im lenbiii'g line east ot 
Heanmi't/. and N'tres. In the eiaitre onr 
troops enteied the wv*--tern ontskiits of I.ens 
anil on the Lys front Uiehebonrg-St . X'aast 
was captured. 

The FFcni-h on the Ihifish lieht WT*re 
engaged in tight ifig from Pei'onne to Noyon 
and from tlu* Oi'^e, to the .Aisne, holding tlu* 
Germans and pi'eventing the diversion ot 
I'l^xei'x es to tlu* moi'e noithei-n area ot eontliet. 
Fremdi troops crossed the Somme on Septem- 
ber .4 and held tlu‘ir position on Die eastern 
bank. To the north of Xoyon they had ci'ossed 
the (^mal du Xord and had occnpieil Genvi'V. 
Salency was taken and the road to Gnisear'd 
was thus open. 'Pho enemy wa.s now' retiring 
rapidly at this jiart of the lino of battle on 
the northern sidi^ of the Oi>,o to avoid lurther 
F)s.s(*s. 

On Septernlwr 4, General irurnbert, following 
closely on tiieir tracks, wont foravard over 
thrcii miles betw'eon Liborinont and Apill^', 
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an^i at the end of the day his t loops occupied 
the line Liberinontdhiiseard-Apilly. Tlie 
Fi'cnch also closed on to the outskirts of 
(’oucy-le-Chateau and Jnmencourt and a<l- 
vanced on the nortli of Soissons, and here 
their progress became so threatening to the 
line of Oerinan troops on the Veslo that they 
commenced to fall back from this river on a 
line of about 19 miles, (jleneral Mangin ad- 
vanced with the loth Army across the riv<‘r 
and pursued the rearguards of the ent*niy, 
closing up in the evening to the line th(‘y 
h(dd by Chassemy, Brenelle, Vau>>eilin, Blanzy. 

The German retreat, was over a long line and 
involved tho abandonment of many importanl 
positions and great quantit ies of imitcrial of all 
kinds, including guns, of vhieli considerable 
numbers fell into the Allies’ hands. So <‘losely 
did our troops follow uj) the enemy that many 
of his rearguards \v<‘r(' captured, and our 
artillery was ofttai abl<? to eome up to v<*ry 
forward situations wheiao they weie ahle to 
bring a d(‘vastating lire to bear on the retreating 
columns and convoys. 

North of Havrineourt, the (‘anal <hi Nortl, 
behind which th(' (‘many’s lin<‘ was now drawn 
iq), formed a |.)owerfnl obstacle against, onr 
troops, for the slope's u[) from tlu* canal W4‘r(^ 
oj)en and sw(*pt by lii(^ from tlu' (lennan lim*. 
Its capture was ih(3rofo]-e an operalion of con- 
siderable ditliculty Avhich had to can'fnlly 
organized. Krom I laviincouit to tlx' south 
the enemy’s main liiu* of defence was the' 
Hindenbnrg lira*, on wliic.b he had lavislwd 
enormous labour and great cart^ in <w'ery 
]3(^ssiblo iia^aus (jf defeiate. It ran from 
Havrineourt south-east across the Heaueanq)- 
].a Vacqueiie iind Hona\is ridges to the St 
Quentin (Ainal at Hantouzelle, along which it 
ran to St. Quentin. Strong positions were 
ladd by tho (der-mans in advance; e»f the* Ilin- 
deaibnrg linej at Havrinee-airt anel Kpt'hy. It. 
was n<.;cessary to take theses before the main 
T^lindonburg line could be* at tackled with any 
prospect of snccf;ss. d’he first object tberctorc 
of the British was to capture; tbc’^e' advancer 1 
wo!‘ks so as tej allejw tlKb’ Avliolf! force; to gt;t 
within striking distance of the main line. 

September 12 marked the l)e*giiining of the; 
necessary operations. (Icnea’al Byng directe*d 
the IV. and VI. (Jorps from the; Thii’d Army 
to attack on a front of about five mik;s against 
tho Havrineourt segment. "I’he; tr*oops em- 
ployed wei*e New Zealander's with the 37th, 
67 th and 2nd Divisions. The village; ot 


Havrineourt was taken by the 02nd Division, 
while tho 37th captun*d I'lvseault. (Jnr troops 
eonsolielated the positions there, which wt're; 
of the highe^st irnportanee* for further ope'iations 
against the Hiiulenlimg lino. Qn tlie right 
e;f the Ib’itish front, the* 9th anel tlu; Australian 
(\irps eontiniied the* forward move'mt*nt, ap- 
])ai‘('nlly witliout ine'e'ting withgi‘e*at i‘e*sistanee*, 
as the iore(*s I'lnjiloyed wr'ie* light in mnnhers. 
By me*ans t)f .skilful imimcuxn's and loeal 
atta<*ks we‘11 ilriven lu)m(‘, tlu'y liad hy 
S(‘pte‘mher 17 made* I lie'mselvt‘s master’s of 
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Jlolnon village* .‘mel wooel and Maiss(‘my, anel 
wci-e* on the* eendine-i of be* \’ea‘giiier ami 
d\*inple‘u.\'l4;-( hie'rard. d'h(*s<‘ gains ele‘ai*e‘d t he 
way for an aelxance; on a laigea- scale, and on 
Se;pte*ml)er IS, at seveai a. in., the; Koiirth and 
Tliird Britisl) Aiinie''; ntlaeke^d on a. fi‘»ail ot 
ahnnt 17 mile's fioin Molmui te> ( Joii/eauefour t, 
while; the Freaieh Kii-t Army openite'el to the 
semth of Holiuai. M’lie; attack, which wa.s 
made; in a iieavy raiu w»»s gicatly aieled |.y 
a small mimhea’ of tanks whieli aee*ompanie«l 
the infantry. Our troojjs weae* able to ju'm;- 
trate; through the w’cll-eagani/.e'd deh'iisive 
be'lt fonm-d by the e)ld Briti-^h and (jienmm 
lines to a depth e)f thre'c. mile;.s. During the 
fighting, the 1st, 17th, 21st and 7Ith Divisions, 
the lattea* e;eanmaneled hy Maj.-Gem'ial K. H, 

( ;ird wood, the; Isteijid lth Aust rali.an Divisions, 
the; latte*!-, eommandeel by Maj.-('kai('i'al K. 
Sinclair Maedagari, fought wjtli great dis- 
tinction. On the? extreme; rigid of the attack 
and in tho loft centre about Ep<^*)iy, tlio enemy 
resisted with great detoianination. In these 
two parts troops of tho 6tli, 12lh, 181 h and 
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68th Divisions wore obstinately resisted and 
had to fij?ht with g^eat vigour. When night 
fell, however, the last important centres of 
resistance in Kpc'^hy wore reduced ; but both 
here, and about Oricourt on our right, small 
local fights coniimied during the succeeding 
flays, b(^£o]e wo secured finally the lino we 
required as a stepping-off place for the further 
attack on tlui main Hindonburg dohnicos. With 
the exception of those two points the whole of 
our objtjctives aimerl at were gained in the 
first day’s operations. 


penetrated well into the forest of Coucy, the 
Germans retreating before them without serious 
resistance. The Americans, acting on the 
right of Mangin, crossed the high ground to 
the north of the Veslo and occupied the Aisno 
from Coiid6 to Vied Arcy. They advanced on 
the soiitli of the Ailette as far as the line 
Neiiville-sur-Margival and Vregny on the 
western slopes of the Fort of Conde. On the 
west side of the Oise, the First and Third 
French Arinies advanced up the road from 
Xoyuii to Ham and crossed the Somme at 
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THE AREA OF THE FRENCH AND AMERICAN ADVANCE. AUGUST-SEPTEMBER, 1918. 


In thi.s fighting, which may be called 
the batth' Havrin(u)urt-Kpehy, 15 British 
l)i\ isi(>ns defi^ated 20 ( f<M'mim l)i\’isions, cap- 
turing !i(*arly 12,000 priMHicrs and 100 guns. 
The ctfoits of the British aiiid the Krc^nch 
Armies from the Scarpe to the IMarne dining 
<he sumnuM* operations had now bi'cii so 
suc(*essful that it was possible to dovclop .still 
further tht' stratt'gic plan.s of Marshal Foch. 

Meanwhile the French had been making 
further progro.ss. On September 5, the 10th 
Army eiiterofl (k)uey-lo-Chateaii, Coucy -la - 
Ville, Folembray, Pierremando and then 


Falvv and Offoy. Tla' rate of progress wjis 
rapi<l an advance of nearly four miles being 
luiide in places. 

1’he next day, in spite of the (k'lman resist- 
ane<‘, tht' advance was continued at an even 
greater pace, and thi^ Fnaich roach<*d the Aisne 
front at tluur old ])osit ions Ix'fon* Laffaux and 
Vauxaillon, and captured the whole of tlie lower 
forest f>f Coucy and took many lai’ge tlepois 
of ammunition there. The Americans reached 
the line X’ieil Arcy-Rcvillou ; their patrols 
attaining the south bank of the Aisno Canal. 

The next day the pursuit was again very 






lively, large aiiioiints amniuiiilion and by SeptiMiifua* !1, the AIIiimI Annies wcmv facing 
materials of all kinds being eapinred, including <b<» Hiialenlairg line, and tlu^ position was now 

despots of coal and materials for road-mending, imutlj the same as it had Ix'en on Mar(^h 20, 

and other things which had <‘vidontly been 1918, before the (ha-man advance Iv^gan 

got together for winter jHirposes. 'IVrgnier Indeed, on the left, the British Kifth Army bad 

was occupied and the canal of St. Quentin reaclual Manpiion, a mor<* advanced j)oint ; 

crossed at Saint-Simon and near Tugny, both but faeiiig the Krvneli, the (’Ir anin des-I)a»nes 

these villages being captured. 'Ihe Freneli line was still lield ])y the (h rmans. 

now ran along V aulx— Avesne .j ussy, t lie rail road "Phe (lermans wta-e now r(*sisting \ igoronsly 

fioinifamto I ergiiier-Hari'^is-Hassoles -Nantcaii! and tli<* ra*e of pr^)gi‘f'‘ss was sonu*what slowta*, 

>-la-Koss<*, the Fort of (\>nde and (Aaidc itself. still the Freneli 'Pi nth Army r-aelicd th(' foot 

Septembc’r 8, round Lalhiux and Saint- of the St. (lobain Iwiylit and tin* plateau of 

Simon, the (Germans made strenuous attempts Malmaisou. Holding on to tin* lira' Ihirisis- 

to stop the h rcaich advance and e'xeouted Ibissole'-j, Afangin jai'-ilK'd Jus right between the 

many counter-attacks, most of them without Ailette aiwl tlie Aisne on heth sides of the road 

result, but they mafiagivl to retnk(3 Avesne, from Soissons to haon, and on (he nf‘xt day 

from which they were pi'omfitly tunu*d out. further ground was gaiiu'd in the neighhonr- 

Artemps, to the north-west of Saint -Simon, hood of XanteiiiJ la- l'’oss(‘. P^illy nnfle?*sta.rul- 

was also capturt'd h^^ our Allies. ing the- darigei- of this out -flanking mnvein(*nt. 

During the next two days, the aflvanee still the (lermans made didermined efforts to stop 

continued. Mangin's army south fif the Oise it. "Pwo violent eouriti r-attaeks weie didivcred 

captured the station at Servais. Jh'twi*en the against Laffaux ami the Moisy Farm. I3c»th 

Oise and the Somme, tlie Fri*nch d’hird Army, were driven liaek with heavy loss, and the 

after taking the Fort of Lie/, reached tlie line next <lay the eiuMiiy abandoned the village of 

Travecy-Hinaeourt and advanced partic^s Allemant and the important observation point 

pushed on as far as Rssigny-le-Orand and (’on- of the Mill of J^affaux, vlienee a large tiact of 

tescourt, thus connecting up with the French country had Imen visible. On tlr* riglit ol 

First Army on the north of the Somme, w'hich tlio French progress was made to the exist of 

had captimid lloupy and EtrciJIcrs. Thus, Saucy and to the; north of Colli's-snr-PAisne, 
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while to the south of the Aisne, near Merval, 
tin? Kr(*ii<;h cairiod tlie villa^^e of (Jleiines. 

Once more, on September J5, the (termans 
attacked vigorously against the l<^*onch line 
of advance, ordy to be beaten ])ack again, 
and thv Krvncli troops, then advancing, took 



\CommUtee of I'uhlk Informatwn, V,S.A. 
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FhotographeJ at the Care d'Orleans, Paris. 

the platt'au to the 4’ast of ^'an\aill<;)n, tlien the 
ridge to the north-east of (Vlles. 

On Septeml)er 1(>, the Mont des Singes, 
which dominated the \’alley of t lie Ailette, and 
the borders of the forest of Finou were eaptunnl, 
as also was V^iilly on t he Aisne. 

On September 17 18, notwithstanding strong 
connter-attaeks, the ailvanee was continued 
eastward of Alleuiant -Sancy au<l Jouy along 
tho centre of the line, on the road to l^ion. 
It will thus be seen that Ceneral Mangin was 


now opposite the gap of the Ai’don, was 
between the high ground of St. Gobain and 
Craonne, and was wdthin striking distance of 
Laon. 

The next point in the Allied plan was to 
attack the forward project ioti of the German 
line known as the St. Mihiel salient. This was 
entrns^^ed by Marshal Koch to the American 
Army, which was to diive the enemy from the 
St. Mihit‘1 salient on the east of Verdun, and then 
act west of the Meuse in the direction of 
Me/ieres ; th(* French, west of the Argonm 
were to act iji close coojx'iat ion with t his Ameri- 
can attack and witli tht? same olijective ; while 
(he llritisli, on the St. Quentin-Cambrai front, 
were to mov^e in the gc'nera! directioii of 
Manbeuges, and the Helgian and Mlied forces 
in Flamhr.s in the direction of Ghent. The 
outcome of this scheme woiikl be that important 
(ici’inan forces opposit(^ the French and Ameri- 
cans would b(» pr(‘ssed ujion the rlitlficult 
c Jiintry of the Anlennes, while the Britisii 
advance would strike at their principal lines 
of communication. The* movenaait in Flanders 
favoured by tlie W(‘ak(‘ning of the German 
forces on this front was intended to clear the 
Belgian coast oy a surprise attack. 

Succe.ss in any one of these otiensives would 
vrty probably lead to the withdrawal of th(‘ 
German forces to the lin<* of the Meuse, but 
the first point was to overrun th(» salient of 
St. Mihi(‘I. 

T1m‘ (karnans here w(‘r(' in a peculiar {losition. 
Tliey held a prominent w(‘dge. which camo down 
info the French lines which surrounded it on 
all sides hnt the bast', and was thcrefoie 
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OHRMAN BARRACK-LAOEK” NEAR ST. MIHIEL. 


particularly tu capture' by a dcti'riniiicd 

attack dircctcel auaiust its sides. ]iithcrt<» it 
had not }>een tliou^lii woith while to lueddU'. 
with it, Tt was lield by ahou( six divisions, 
including two Austro-Hungarian. It was iiu- 
possildc^ to niaki* any advaiuH' from it, la'causo 
th(' Frcncli ]n>sitioii here was particularly 
strong and liatl been st r(‘ngt )ien<‘d <'onsist(*ntly 
and persistently sinct^ 1014. The* main railway 
line from XaiK-y to (/ommerev was open, an<! 
it had >)eeii supplem^nited by many lield lail- 
roads so that vMlieel tioops, guns and ammuni- 
tion could be brought up in large numlx'rs 
W'heuev’cr needed. 

Tlie tijw’u of St. !\lihiel forms the lumdion 
of the roads w’hich cross lu*r<* over tiu' Meuse 
and lead to Ah^rdun on the norl b east, to 
N'igiaulles in Hh' salient and to Mont-a- 
•Mousson on the .Moselh* towards the wi'.-jt. Tt 
is obvious tliat an advance up the left bank 
of the MoNclIe would cut off the Hej-mans in 
Kranee from all access to the' Ha\'arian 
balatinate, and if the Allies ct)ul<l ])us)i on 
w’ould capture the very important mining 
basin of T4riey. 

The American attack was undertaken by 
the American First Army under Heneial 
Wr.shing, and it was the fij*st one on a large 
scale whicli had been undertaken by him and 
his troops. It was divide*! into tw'o parts; 
the principal one was delivered on the south 
side, while a less important one was sent 
against the eastern face of tli<‘ salu'ut. Thiso 


two attai'ks were eomie*‘t<*d hy Frerieh troops, 
wdio advance*! in l>etw'*‘*‘!i th*^ tw'o against 
the p*unt of St. Mihi**! aial form*'*l a *'oti- 
n<*<*tiiig link whi*‘h k*‘pt tlu* tw’o tog<‘th*u*. 
Am*)ng ill*' dl\'isi<ais in the AiiH'ilean First 
Army w*‘r<^ th<* 1st, tfi*‘ lind, the I2n<l, th*' 
r»(h, th<‘ 8hth. (In* HMh. Th*' 82nd and 
an*i(hcr <li\'isiou w*<‘j<* in suppoi't at l*out-i\- 
M*)uss*ai ; Ih*' 2hth Dixision was on ‘tin* 
w(*st**rn sid** acting with Ihr^ I*''r**neh i'*)lonials. 
ddi*' allM*‘k wjis tim*'il for o.IlU *>11 th** morning 
of S**p( **mh<'r 12, and son) * hours l)(*f*)r** th** 
])r<'liminary h()ml>ai’f hia'iit ha*l l)*'*'n Ix'gim 
in all its int*'nsity. Oil th** south si*l*‘ *>f t h** 
sali*'n(, t h** Am<*rieaiis alta*'k*'d on a 12 mil*' 
fr*)nl. h*‘(w*‘**n Xivray ami T'<*y-<‘n -ha y *, »nul 
hy th** af1*'ino*>n IIh'V l»a*l a<l\‘anc*‘d li\*' mil<*s 
at som*' points and had **aplnr*'*l t h** impoi tant 
p*)int of 'r)}ianc*»url am! llnr villag**s oi l*aum-s, 
Nonsar*! ami M*>mit S**<*, ari*l th<‘ir **avalrv 
was mox’ing *>n 1*> \’ign**nll*'s. On th*‘ w'<*st<*rn 
.sHli**nt, advancing fi*)m b<•-^ l^parg<‘s, lh*'y 
t*>ok (\)m!)r*‘s on th<‘ \'igmMiIl4*.s road. d'h*'i 
Kr**m*h m**anw hil<^ a<l\ anc*‘d as far as t h*> 
r**maining **ainp. Hy th**. m'xt day, th*^ 
(h'rman sali**nl ha*l l>**en flatten*'*! on! Jiml lli** 
*‘ii**my’s Urn* i-an from th<; m>rth-w<.’st to th** 
south-east at tli** **dg<^ of tin* ^V^><*vr*‘ ])lain 
fr*)m th*' M*)s<'II*' at Hagny hack appi'oximat**ly 
t*i H*‘Z*)nvaux. It w^as a Lrr*'nt suc.ct'ss. Tli*^ 
**iicmy W'er*9 s*'ver*'ly *l**f*'ated ami U)st over 
13,000 luisoners ami many guns ami mn**h 
wariik*' material, quantities *jf arum unit i*in. 
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AMERICAN MACHINE-GUNS AND SUPPLY WAGGONS AWAITING ORDERS 
In a shattered villa|(e of the St. Mihiel salient. 


railway rollinor stock and stores of all kind;i, 
and about noon on tbo 1 3th the two Aim‘ri<*Hn 
attacks had joined hands across the salient. 

Let Its now refei* briefly to the Gt'rnian 
coiiiinenfs on the fi|^htint!J- 'Phe usual 
fatuous reasoninj^ was employed in the 
(Jerinan oflieial reports and also in the 
eoinnaaits of military writers. Thus (Uidke, 
in the firemcr Bunjer ZeituiKj, <lainns with 
faint praise tlie operations initiatc'd by ^Tarsltal 
Koch. Ho says: “One must do Koch the 
justice of saying that, in the four wec'ks from 
the middle of July to the middle of .August, 
ho lias done his Ix'st with good generalship 
and strength of decision to put new ideas into 
the trench warfare which has lasted four 
years without bringing a decision, and to give 
a change of character which might be decisive 
to the situation in the West ” ; but he goes 
on to say “ His plans have not succeeded. He 
has had just the same experience as all his 
f>redocessoi'8. The diHicullies of passing from 
trench to open fighting are tremendous and 
perhaps insuperable. , . The final failure 
of the Anglo-Krench attack on the Amiens- 
Montdidier front is also characteristic of the 
difficulty of the military problem wdiich 


Generals and thcii- armies hive to face. Tin* 
siiccesse.s of the first two days heic, wi' must 
confess [which is really v'cry gooil of himj, 
but at the same time, tli'-y were not gr<‘at 
enough and considerably damped the hopes of 
<*nemy Command. . . . Kven the primary 

launching of Humbert’s army ou (he thii'd 
day, the 10th, between the Avre and th.* Oise, 
was a sign that the attack by the wing harl not 
mc't till' ilesired success. l*un‘ly frontal 
pressure was now^ exerted, which lacked th<‘ 
advantage of surprise. Hy prom|Stly with- 
drawing their battle-line, the Gormans had 
alrtaidy taken tlie foice out of the blow.'* 
Now^, as we know, the real sober truth was 
that the enemy w'as drivx*n helter-skelter back. 
►So far for Herr Giidke. 

Gem'ral von Ardeime, w^ho is well know'n to 
our readei's, endeavoured to show^ in the 
Tagehlalt of September 1 that foi* some time 
past the Allies had been in great niunerical 
superiority. ThLs, of coui’se, we know’ w^as 
not the ease, but it serves the General’s pur- 
pose to say so. Ho thi'refore adds that the 
urilj'' w ay of equalizing matters w’as to inflict on 
the Allies the greatest possible los-ses. “ This was 
done by a violent offensive wherein the elements 
of .surprise were fully exploito<l. The great at- 
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tacking actions from March 25 to July 15 caused 
the Allies losses amountinjr to 1,225,000 men.” 
This is, as we know, a ridiculous exaggeration. 

The military correspondent of the Frankfurter 
Zeitung of August 25 tak(\s a sonu^what less 
i*osy view of the position. He admits that 
the Allies had succeedetl in disposing of the 
threatening (Jerinan wedge against Amiens, but 
ho suggests, in a half-hearted, doubting manner, 
that it is doubtful wheth(»r the (ierman High 
Command ever diverted tli(> French from their 
line in the Avro — Somme — Ancre salient. How- 
ever, be this as it may, he admits that the menace 
has been disposed -of for the time by ^larshnl 
Foch, who harl in addition “ succeeded in 
forcing the (lernian front to withdraw on a 
broad stretch from halfway between Albert and 
Arras to iKuii' Soissons. A not inconsideialjle 
j)ai‘t of the French soil occupied l)y us in March 
has thus been giv’cn up.” How('ver, he sf)laces 
his readers by stating that this did not mean a 
serious failure in (lerinaii strat('gy* tlerman 
strategy in tho W(‘st did not aim at th(' capture 
of ground ; its object Avas to weaken tiu* (‘nemy's 
fo?ces as much as possible.” lb* adds, naturally, 
being 4 (ijerman, ” That tliere was no com- 
parison betw(M‘n fh(^ advance* which the Allie's 
had now made and t hat which the ( lermans had 
made earlier in the year. However, la^ was kind 


enough to say: ‘‘Tho Conimander-in-Chief of 
the Entente has shown at last that he kinjws 
something of strategy, and the ni'cessity of con- 
centrating all available forces for a dt'cisive blow 
is certainly nothing new to him. If his blows 
nevertheless seem to be l(>ss powerful in effect 
than the corresponding blows of tho (lermau 
Command, this can t)nly be becaust* he simply 
has not available the lU'cessary numbers of 
attacking troops and reserves ; or b<‘eanse it 
iH'quires grt*ater bodit's of French and English 
troops to win a. snccc'ss (Hjuil to that wt)n by 
the (lermans. \\'(* {‘xjx'ct that both arts true.” 
Now all tins is in Magrant contradiction of 
(ladki^’s opinion, lb* goes on to say that tlic 
eliemy has no longer tIu* possibility of cai*r\ ing 
through 1 h(* orb'iisive «)f destruction or annihila 
tion at which he aina'd. .\t most hc^ can gain 
ground, but this dot's not at all mi*an a corres- 
ponding loss to the (lerman Command.” 

The Military (‘orrespondent of the Sard- 
drufsr/ier AlfgrntcuH^, ZcituiHf boldly states on 
August 25 that the tanks wt*i*e a eompk'ti' 
failure during I he last few days. “Over r)(K) of 
tiu'se monst<‘rs we?e j)ut out of action in the 
lighting whi(*h took ])laee Ix'twei'n tiu* Ancro 
and the Avn^ by tiu* artilk'iy, by the arrnour- 
[)iercing slu'llsof the (lerman machine-guns, and 
last, but not l(*a.st, by tiu* hand jjrrc'nades useil 
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GBKMAN PRISONERS CAPTURED BY AMERICAN TROOPS 
Passing through a village in the St. Mihiel salient. 
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by onr \<jliant infantry.’' Our comment on 
this is that it is cxtnanaly improbable that any 
hanfl-^frcnade cvtT ha<l tlie faintest effect on 
any tank. Certainly no groat injury was clone 
to tljern by tin's wenpoji ; however, the Corres- 
pondent stj'tes “ that th(‘ tanks lay grt*at 
wrecks seatterc'd ovc*r th(‘ ground wlien* the 
FrcMu li and Kn^Iish Dix isioris were attacking.*’ 
And he go(‘s on to say “ if defensive* attacks 
carri(‘d out ]>y our \aliant troops could work 
such ha\oc on inanimate war materiah what 
must th(‘ losses have* ht'cn among the* divisions, 
both black and wliile, wliich were ctontinually 
tiirown into the lighting?” As the. “black'' 
dix’isions were limited to French (’olonial 
troops, it is diftiiailt to understand why tlw^ 



KNTRANCE TO A FRENCH FIELD 
HOSPITAL. 

adjective was uM'd in this iudisc'iiininate 
fashicai. 

“ \o wonder that the attacks began to die* 
down and that tin* operations which in their 
initial stage's were on a huge' scale* gradually 
declined into inc're local attacks, whicli naturally 
could not (‘ause any important change in the 
strategic situation.” .Vfter some disparaging 
comment s on the tight iug on the Oise and 


Aisne, Ik? proceeds “ this introductory fighting 
was followed on August 20 by tho enemy’s 
colossal attempt to break through, which wo 
had h(?en expecting for several days past. As 
the attack developed it at tained a width of over 
K) miles, and its objective was evidently to 
break through in the direction, roughly speaking, 
of f.,aon and La Fere. I need not enlarge,” 
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he says, “ on tlie subject of tho tnanendous 
importance of tiiis enteij)ris<* if it had succeeded. 
But for this very reason our (’ommand was 
(|uit(‘ [)i-epared for all eventualities. The battle 
wliieii uow broki' out devclo])ed just as our 
(Vaninaud liad wished.” [This was certainly a 
little premature, but military jirophets on all 
sides liav’t' not been remaikable for tlio succi'ss 
of tlieiv prognostications in this wan*.] “Tiro 
t'rcncli leadership Iiiel mot onr wuslios ; in 
other words, wo really dictated tiro course of 
tlic battle although they were attacking and 
w«' were (h'tVnding,” then the abandonment 
of Xoyon was, aeooiding to his account, really 
a dcrinan success ! Ho then has to atbnit the 
>u<‘cesff of tho British attack wJiich eomiia'iieed 
on August 21, but he is quite erjual to the 
sit nation. 


A lioiiblt* hat tin i'? thnrnffav now goiii^ or). })Ut if 
taMiond Pooh is using those .separate attacks as a means 
f<»r united action, and if ho still pursues tho idea of 
s<pieezing the G<*rmau salient and the forces it contains 
hetweoii liis pincers cm tho north and south, he niU't 
have overlooked the fact that over 50 miles of (cTiitcjry 
lie helween his outer wings of attac^k, and it would pro- 
bably bo a very dilUcult matter to maintain a slralc*gio 
eonncction between the two sets of operations. They 
should rc'ally only be regarded as operations which 
happen t»*mporarily to eoineidi', and wliitdi are ouly 
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connected operatively in so far as they both attract 
tJerman reserves to tlie same front, a fact which docx 
not disturb ns in the least, as wo have, in the first 
plac<«, ample forces at our disposal, and in the seeoml 
place, we are fighting entirely on the interior line. 
Moreover, the Kn^lish attack whi«'h was coinmeneed 
by violent artillery preparation and which was again 
preceded by several hundred tanks, was comjdetely 
shattered at its first assault. When the lu iglisli n^port 
states that they penetrated the (iernian lines to a depth 
of three miles and took (JoureelU's and Aehiet-Ic-Petil 
after an obstinate struggle, they are -imply spreading 
lies for a spi'cial purpose, tieneral liyng, the Commaialer 
of the Third Knglish Anny, who leil ihe attack here, 
knows that for somo time past our lines had been evaeu- 
ated, and when liis troops iMiteretl (kaircellea and Aehiet- 
le-Petit, not a -ingle shot was fired. . . . Wh«*n tho 
Knglish hiui sullieitMitly n‘ei»veii'd trom their astonish- 
nrent, they attacked th** new (hn'inan po-.itions, which 
nro very strong, and ■^uttered a real defeat along thi‘ 
whole front, wliich was all tlie nnire si-rious, as tin* 
German troojis in their count er-a.t tacks drove thian 
back in many pla<*es beyond the territory whieh had 
been lati'ly eVaeuated. . . . '.rie- enemy nnnle tre- 
mendous efforts to lure*' a passage a<'ros-, the Anere in 
the neighbourhootl ot Jlamel. lu this, iu all his 
other attempt-, he wa- eoin]ileirly fru-t ralisl. 'I’lie 
enormous e.i-ualties and lununieraldo tanks h«“ l«»st 
ttnee more proved ilu‘ aceuraey of the Giainan artillery 
aiul the power an«i e((n(i«lenco in vi<'tory of the (ti‘rmaii 
troops. 

All coiinnoiit on this I'anago <d’ noiisonso in 
thn fata' of iii<liil)itiil)l(‘ finds is imiioeossary. 
[iiti'iidfal for homo oonsiiiiipt ion . it accounfs 


for the rrns.dan (Jnanls on thoir rtdnrn to 
Berlin at the tonnination of flio war hring 
riM-eivanl as victorious heroes, and the inahility 
of the average (lerman lo helii've that his 
armies had been defeated. 

T’ho superiority ef the Allies in the air was 
becoming greater e\ i'i y day, and during I he 
0 ])enitions whieh liavo hi'iMi described the 
services rendered by Britisli and l•''reneh 
aviators formed an iiK'reasiog faidor in the 
sneeess oldained. 

'I'he last days of August were not fa\ otiral>le 
(o aeroplaiu* work. On Angiisl 2S, ftu* insianee, 
bad flying weather very iimeh hampiii'd the 
work in the air. I’ht »t ogi aphiiig was almost 
impossible and observation diflieiilt. How- 
ever, OIK* enemy machine was dcsti’eyed in air 
lighting and ni,i“ liy nm* antiaircraft gnns, 
against which we lost two maclmios. .\n 
interest ing and novel feature was re|)o!ted by 
Sir Douglas Haig vi/... the dcliveiyof small- 
arm ammunitinn by paraehnti' to British tronps 
lighting in t hi* front line. 

On Aligns! Jl (lerman aerojilanes were 
destroyed and Ht diivcn down out of eontiol. 
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A l)nIl()r)Ti wa ’. also dost royod, and during the 
<I.iy hcmihiMg mu(;hin(^8 droppcnl l.ij tons of 
IxMul)^ oil l?riig(*s dories and othfa* targets. 

On August !i(), fX'^ has h(‘on hi^i'on' nientionrd, 
tho rnd(*()cn»l(*nt Air Korea botnhardod Oonflans 
aii<l d'hi«)n''ill(‘ with good sucross, io addition 
towln'ch, in flu* figlitifigon thr front, I2(h‘r!nan 
inarhiiK's wrae rrashod and hvo others driven 
down out of eontrol. 

On August Ml six were destroyed and three 


driven down. Our losses on these two days 
amounted together to 11. Anterioan aero- 
planes honibardeil the raihvay yards at Harri- 
eourt and ConHans. 

On September I the assistance rendered by 
our au inen to thi* fighting troops was very great. 
Aeting fit low elevations, they bombed and 
nifiehifie-gunned the <aieiny’s troops. This 
was not without fipposition from the Oerman 
fiirnu'ii, but we succeeded in destroying eight 
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of Ihoir inacliiiu's, b<‘si(li's drixiriLr down four 
othcTS and six balloons wrw m*i on firo. I^'i^lit- 
in)j: of this cliaractrr, ('specially rloso to Ilia 
^rounit, fannot, of ooursi*, ba aarriad on without 
<•onsid(M■abl(^ aasualt i(‘s, and alto^'d Ium\»\v<- lost 
aitjht of our a(M'o])lan('s. 

After tli(‘ liaMA^y rai?; on tl»a ni^ht of Auaust *tl 
tha waatlu'r iinj)rov('d aon>-i(!('rahly and our 
aerial sar\iai' was anahkMl to aairy on its woik 
in a alaar atiuosplu’ia, altliouiih with tha<lisad- 
vanta^^c' of hi^li wind, wliiah foitunataly was in 
a favoural^la din*ation. ddia ^aiainy inaidiinas, 
of aonrsf', <‘nd<'avoura(l to stop our woi k, ]>ut in 
s )it(* of this (»\'<*r l,0f)0 pilot < t^iaplis wan* taloai 
and many iinpoi'tant ra(ronnaissanaas wart* 
af'faatad. Mor<‘o\’ai', as usual, auntaat was 
maintained with our advancing troops and our 
obsaiwation lialloons wan jaisliad forward laVda 
up to th< front, an<l they with tha artillary 
obsarvation aviators kapl oui- battarias <on- 
stantly inforinad as to tlr* taiirats it was 
dasir-abl(‘ to lira on. d'ha w l«ola araa in w hiah 
tha (Ita’inans w('i’a ratraalin^ was brouLdil 
under maaliina-mui and Ixaidi-fiia. 'I'lia (Jar- 
man infant ry w as sax'anly daall wit has also was 
(lu’ tians])ort. Many haa\\ aasuallias wan- 
aausc'd and inuah (jonfusion a?-oM‘. 15rid}ja-> 
and railwav aoiimxions likawi-a w<ra 
h‘'avily bomlx'd far liaak in tlx* anain\ araa. 
Ill tha actual (i^htintr in tha air 1:2 nia- 
chiiH's and six hostile bdloons war<* offi i-tu- 
ally dealt with, aL’,ainst wdiiah we oidy lo-,t 
ei^dit. 

The Kn'uali also had some notahla '-uaaas-i s. 
Four (J(‘rman aaro])lanas waio shot down aial 
oneeaptivt balloon was d('stroy(‘d and mimenais 
points ware severely bombed in tha r<*gion of La 


Lan-, and aouN'oys on tha i-oads on this point 
ainl tha ridLJi ol St. t^uantin wt-ra siihji'atatl to 

maahin«‘-atm fii,» |)nrin^ tha niabt naarly 

tons ot l>omhs wi*ra dropjiad on \arious railway 
stations and bi\ouaaks ut Marlas, Laon, 
Mam, V’illars- k'ran(|naux and on tlia railway 
station.-; of .Maison Mkaia and ('luin'-omi. 
In tha laltar aasi- vary heavy danania was 
dona. 

On tha nii'dd “I Saplamliar 1:2 tha zona 
immadiataly behind tha baltladnia and far 
baak v\as heav ily bomlx'd, besides vs Inch a 
(Jarman aarodroma Ix-hind St. (^)uantin was 
attaakad and diraat hits (ibs<*rv(‘d. Wh- only 
lost on«‘ bombing iiiachin**. Ourinp, the lO 
hours from tlx- praviou- avoninu^ nvrr .‘Jt lous 
of bombs vvari* drojipail. 

On tha mornin;^ of Sapb-mhai' 2 tlx- Indapon 
ilaiit \ir ln)raa albiakad the hostile aa|-»)dronie 
at Ihihl, -outh-w«v| of Itadaii, with vary 'jo«»d 
results, manv' ilin i I hits w.-r ■ obtained on I lx- 
hanaais and .i hostile ni; aliine on tlx- ground 
w a-^ < I'-l ro\ < d : and t hi-, w a-- <li ax w if houl any 
jo.-..'- to U'. In tha .iltainooii the boiiibardmant 
w.i-. rapaatad, as it v\;'s aaain durina the ni/jhl 
of Sapt' nilx*r 2-.‘». .\ltogaf bar IT ton.- of Ixaiib-. 
wari- dropped, and I lx- tollowiiiL: lari'af^ in 
.idditioii to IbibI war<- :ib<. attaakiol, \ i/, , 

tha Ihirb.iah works and tin lailwav-. at Saar 
brnakan an<! l*’dir.ui|U [ixatb. ol d'n va.'.i 'rix; 
« Ifaat of t ba-a tlliaa -'Ua(a.,dva boinbaid- 
nx-nts on Ihihl was vary '.naai d’liiaa han- 
uar*-’ ware totally daiiiohshai! and diiaat hits 
\\er<' obtamail on many othai-'>. Ov<i 1 -T 
ton-, of bomb-, wi-ra dropped on tin-. a<io- 
dronx' in 21 hours, the majority of wliia.h \\o|c 
let loo.-e Irom alevaitions varyniy from !>()b to 
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900 feet, Tho railway.^ at Ehrang were 
attacked from a height of only 90 feet and every 
bomb obtained a direct hit. At Burbach 
good hursts were observed and a fire started, 
and this was all done without loss to us. 

During the month of August the British 
aviators brought down 750 (Jlerinan machines, 
with a loss t)f 218. The Krench accounted for 
224 Gorman machines, and the Americans six. 

Th(^ following incidents, drawn from tho 
records of the Royal Air Force, are good 
exam])I<‘S of tho work of our airmen in 
France : - 

A iw(»-s<*at('r iiiachint^ ougugod iu special \vt>rk 

when it- was aitackt'd by seven German machines j 
which snrrnviiided it, firing at tho British maciiino 
from all sides. The Germans used explosive bullets, 
lighting gallantly against Ibese crushing odds, tho 
British pilot battled his way through the enemy for- 
mation. In the coiirst' of the fighi, howov<‘r, one 
of his legs was hit five times, so that the limb was all 
but sever<Ml, and f<*ll among the eontrols. By a supreme 
effort the pilot ehmg grimly to <*onscio\isnoHs and some- 
iniw manageil to <lisent ang!<* his leg from tho controls. 
Not only sf), hut he siic*cee<le<l in landing the machitio 
safely liehind the Hi it ish lines. 

.\noth(*r tvvi)-seater ma.chiiu\ whil<» escorting a bianb- 
ing format icni, sighttnl 20 German fighting plan<»s. 
’flu* pilot i list ant ly divo<l to thi* atta<*k and selected 
his fir-t victim. Ih" closed, and, putting in a burst 
of inachiiu’'guii fire at a distance of only a few feet, 
saw tile German pilot go down in flames. Alarmed 
by the suddenness of his attack, flu* other Germans 
hail scatter<'d somewhat, and the Bugli''hman was 
aV>le to dive on another. Juxt a- he caiii*- within range, 
however, his gun jammed, and at the same moment 
xiveral Germans attacked his machine from the rear. 
Kis observer now came into the running, and, opening 
Hre, sent on<’ of tho following enemy tnachiiuvs .spinning 
<mrthwar<l‘>. Having cleared the jam the pilot, maiuouv- 
ring at grtait speed, sU(?ceo<led in g<‘lling a third linn 
across his front, whi're la* opened fire at slmrt rang*' and 
siMit his o[>ponent whirling diavn, a hiirning mass. 

The same day a highly snecessful raid was carried 
out on a German aertalroine liy eonibined Briti.sh and 
American s<|uadrons. Snecessivt* formations, flying 
very low, reU'ascd their hoinhs on hangars, maehine.s 
on the ground, an<l hutments. By this lujiubardineut 
the Gernlan petrol and oil store was set on fire, wliich, 
in turn, spread to the ainmnnition dump ; six machines 
oil tlu' grouiul were dest royt*d by fire. an<i two more 
bv diroel hits; two large Gotha and sevM»ral snui|i,»i. 
hangars were onvelop.nl in flames, as well as some living 
hnts of the personnel of the German sqiiailrons. 'rho 
Germans nisheti out ami di'spfrately taideav<iur«»d to 
put out tlie flam \s. wheri'upou the raiding planes im- 
mediately swoopetl dow'u again to tli<^ attack, ami plitul 
4h«' Ch'rmans witli maoliine-giin fire scattering panic, 
stricken meciianics in ail diriM'tions, and laying low 
many of tlicin. Mt'anwhile, a supporting s'quadron 
of British machines unloaded their bombs on to a 
eh&ti'au used as t>n\ecrs’ quarters, and completely 
destroyed it. In spilt* tif the t*xcoe<lingly heavy ground 
fire to which th<* attackers w- *re ^u)>jeeted, every machine 
t*ngage<l returned .saft'ly. 

Shortly ;\fteir>vards a hirge scale raid \vas carried 
out by Britisli ami .\u''t raliau squadrons, upon 
another German aerotlromc. \vh«*rt*-— again from a 
very low height to ensure greater accuracy — a shower 
of bombs w'lvs release#!, as a result of which three large 
liangars containing machines were completely burnt 
out and otliers badly damaged. The German pilots* 


mess was blown up, and sovoral Area were started 
among the mechanics’ huts. The airmen next turned 
their attention to a neighbouring station where German 
troops wore entraining. Coming down in some case.s 
to a bare 50 ft. from the ground, tho raiders opened 
fire with tlmir machine-gun«, and did tremendous 
execution among the Gorman soldiers crowded ot) tho 
platform.?. German Staff oltieers stiperirit ending the 
iMitrainment rushed to their waiting cars and attempted 
to esciijic, only to be pursued remorselessly The 
drivers were apparently hit , for one car upset in a* ditch, 
wdvlo tho other ran up a .steep bank and nvcrturiied. 
In this case again every machine engaged in the raid 
r<*turned safely. 

On Sopteinbor .3, our aviators, working ail 
day in front of the advaaciiig lino of battle, 
did gallant service, notwitlistanding that they 
were attacked by largo formations of ho.stilo 
inaehim^.s. The j)osition.s of the retiring 
Gormans were reported to our artilhn-y, contact 
was kept up wifli the infantry and tanks aiul 
tlio concentrations of hostile troops and trans- 
port on tho roads kmtling back from the 
German lines were tre^ated to bombs and 
machine-gun fire ; mortMjver, hostile anti-tank 
guns were silenced. Many aerial encounters 
took place and we aeeountod for 20 (German 
machines, but the vigour of our attack neces- 
sarily involvorl considerable losses and we had 
20 inaeliines missing. Again, the supply of 
rifle ammunition to our infantry formed a 
feature of the aviators’ work and our obsiT- 
vation balloons followed closely behind the 
line of our advancing machines. Some idea 
of the energy of our aviators’ work may bo 
gained from the fact that 24 tons of bombs 
were dropped during the <lay and the following 
night. 

American airmiai successfully bombed tho 
railway yards at J.ionguyon, Domniary, Baron- 
court and (’onflaiis. 

On the night of September .3—4 tho Indc- 
pendtmt Air Force again liea\ ily bombed tho 
aerodrome at Morhanges with good effect and 
also another aeroilrorne at BouJay and the 
blast furnaces at Ksch, east of Longwy. In 
each ease direct hits w^ero obtaim^d and 
considerable damage done and all our macliines 
returned in safety. On the morning of 
September 4 Morlinnges was again attacked, 
for the third time within 24 hours. Excellent 
practice w*as madt^ by our bombers o.nd several 
sheds received direct hits. One srpiadroii also 
attacked Biihl aerodrome wdth good results, 
and all our machine.^ returned in safety. 
Touring the daylight the Air Service, work- 
ing more especially in connection with the 
^roop.s, also did good 'wu:)rk. In addition 
to their usual duties of reconnaissanct) and 
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THH RETURN OF 
photography, 23 tons of bombs wen? (iropped 
during the day on a number of favourable 
targets. The weather prevented any eon- 
tinuation of the ottaek after <lark. On this 
day the Oormans displayed a good deal more 
activity than they had lately done in the air, 
and the consequeneo was that they suffered 
Rreat losses. Twenty-five Gorman aviators 
were crashed down and 14 more driven down 
out of control ; in addition nine observation 
balloons were sent down in flames. On our 


NKJHT HOMRHR. 

side wo lost ir» ma<^'hines, amiinst which may 
be set off tlic' return of one which was i-eportt^d 
missing on September 2 . 

Tti th«' cour-i' ni lln^ \vrf*k- which liav«‘ 

♦ he* roniiinMU-enieiit nf eur nffc ieivc' on Aiijjjiet 8, 
oniMny macliiims w<*n* hrouj^hl chjwn hy <»>>r (iiriu<‘ii, 
tlii'ir <h-l niftion h.*iiiu in fvi-ry c'!f*iirly 

Ill axhlition, th*' tolnl of i«*my nuu-liin«*-i priivrd to 
have t)«*en flrivon down at of control (many of which 
rmist hav<! actually esrashed) is exactly 200. 'I’lic jihovc 
fij^arcs arc cxchi.vivf^ of tlic oon.-idcrablc number of 
onoiny machines bronjj;tit <lown by gun tire from the 
ground 8ixty-ono Uonnati balhions w(-rc set on tiro ; 
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A SMAIJ, 


I'OK TUJN 


Oi- TUF. AKUA'^' OF 


OONS t:APrUKFD 


If unaduin W m Rc\(}tils. 

HY THE CANADIANS- 


ton-^ o* holuh-- AvriT' |»\ u-. I’niolioally liu* 

whole of the >MI' livhlitie liM- lilUeii |»lsu‘e (hi the (Miomy’'' 
of tile line, wliieli i - - i)j 1 1 1 liem 1 1 ol the siiperionly 
of our ,-< r \ H\ . 'De* t ierma/e- were re. l riijled to a eaiit loii-^ 
(Jef I'll-l S e. 

'I’iie niinilx r of our n^iehine-^ whieli have lHile(I to 
n't urn (luring: thi- period 

S(’| >t cm Ix'f r> W its lin( , soinow Imt 

i*Ii)U(l\,, {UmI on?- twiiilors \voi‘!*it‘(l t lii-oii^iionl 
t ho <hi\ l)o(h on ohs( r\-at ion and »H*ti\'oly 
af^tti??s( tlio (‘rK'iny’s tf-oo(>s. Tla'i-t* was <*on- 
si( lortihlo arti\'it;S' <>•? t h(‘ (Joinutn side* witli 
tlioii* aii-oi-itfl , os| >o<'iidly in the lua'^libonrliood 
of ( ’iindtt-ai. ddicy \\<*r*o ox idcnfly d(-sii-oiM <d’ 
asroit itinin^ as far as possiblt' \Nlai1 otir lino 
of advanoo was to bo. A jri^od doal of fij^htiiijY 
took [»la(M‘, and ‘{7 liostilo intudiinos woi'«' 
}tooon?)tt'd foi*, as woll as lln ot* ob.s(*rvat ion 
btillooiiN. .\oainst this wo htid to sot off 1 
(d’ onr ti(a-o| )hn\os which failtMl to i-otnrn. 
'riu' nip^ht its too biid to tdlow of l)oml>in^. 

On S«‘pfonibor l> onr liion iioooinitcd foi- 
(hM’nian inacdiiiuvs and oia* obsoiN at ion balloon, 
with a loss to onrscl\'os of li\'o aoi-opltnios. 
During tho day- an<l the following ni^^hl 22 ti>ns 
(d bombs \\ oro droppt'd by onr airnaai i-onn<{ 
x’arions ])oints n«'ar thi' front of tlu* ( k-rman 
lino. 

On So|)tomht‘r 7 olonds tmd laiit-stonns 
limiti'd tho work, hnt onr a\ iat<?rs dostroyod 
oi^ht ( ka-man machines and ono balloon. 
'Throo of onrs woi-<' missinir. 

'Idle t'jirly ptii t of Soptombo]' tho wojithor wjis 
l>ad, but no\ort liohvss, as w o hii\ o .staai, onr 
airmtai wore ahlo to pnt in a groat <ioal of go«>d 
work. 'Tho Indoptaidont Air Forc*o on tho 
night id' Sf'ptombta- <» 7 l)ombf‘d two oneiny 
aori^ilromos, and cut tho morning of SojTtombia* 7 


they attacked tlu* rttilways tit l‘dn*iing iind the 
chiamkad works at Mtmnhoi?n. ddi(‘ Iatt<a- laid 
was ?a)t CiU'i'iod out without consii ka-.ahlo oppe 
sitioii. J^tti-goly superior numbers of enemy 
tioro])lanos fonglit onrs l)oth l)(*foi-(‘ and ttflei 
they roachoil thoir objoct i\'(\ Oia* of t]io si pita 1 
i-ons httd i\ contimioiis light for ti distance ot 
7(t milt's hefoi-e reaching it,}\nd tho tiglit wa> 
confir?uod for t)?o same distancM^ oj? thi* road 
back; ()\or two tons of bombs woi-o dropped 
in Miimdioim. dd?!oo enemy at‘ro])lan(‘s were 
accounted foi-, and wo lost four <?f onrs. 

On St*|)l(anboi- S thi wiaithei- was \'(‘r\- ba t 
and tho work much rostrieted. It may ht* well 
to gi\<‘ a rather more detailed ae(*onnt of tla 
woik which on?- men wore doing dining tin 
early' pait of Septcmhei*. 

Diiraig llieir naireiiunt ihe (ieTTiuin- h.i\e ai.el. 
<le-perHl«- effort'- to reitvoxe ;i - imieh iuiiiuunil ion ,i 
po'--ihte. .V spotted h tiaiii of Wii}j,oii 

eiieae,Ml on this work, and dt'-eended to .">a 1i. 
-o a- to maki' ipiite .'-are. of hi^ aim. (Jetting Wi ll uii" 
po-ilion, he opened fire on the real* NViigon, knockiii_ 
out two men on t h<* ]»ox. PJaprived of their dri\«'i' 
and t(*rnHed hv the vingc'd ii-^sailant, t Ir* hor^.!'" hoited, 
and, eoinmg into roHi -itai with a tree, njei't the wagon 
An (‘Xtrenrly h ‘a\ y lire wa - hy thi'- time tieing direeti d 
ni>on llie airman, and it had already wonnd<>d him m 
t lie knee and --ex e red the pre'-'-nrt t<*ed fiipe of 
mai'him'. He would not le.ixe hl'^ joh halt done, hoa 
ev«*i-. and. again mamenv ring into po'-ition, ]>nt oi 
another hnr-t . which re.--nlt('d in the oxertnrning ef two 
nmre and llu* >tamj>eding ol th«‘ iT'inaining wagon-. 

()n t la* ‘-ana* day a Hnieli marhiia' w'oiking in « o‘ 
pmetion with the inlantry' wa- attai ked hy four (Jerrna’i 
-«eont>.. The Mritidi eontaet maehine is net pirimiii’ilv 
ile-igniMl tor tight me purpO'>e>-, hnt the pilot ga\e -ii' I. 
a gold aeeiaml of him-elf that oiu; of the attaeUer- wa- 
.--peedily .'-ent down out of eontrol. J)nring thi' light tin 
petrol tank of the llriti'-Ji maehine w'.i- piere ' 1. hnnging 
instant me-naee of it'- de-tnietion hy Jin'. 'rheri'iipoii 
the b’lgli’-h oh'-erx ir prompt ly elimhed out on the low. i‘ 
]>lane uiul -vneee'--»f\illy plugged the hoh* with hi*- hand 
ki*reth('f rt'inaining on the plan.' until hi-- pilot ,‘-\ieeeedi*d 
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ill throwing; off liis pur‘^n<*rs nnd Irtiulin^ liis inaohinr 
th»' Rriti>h 

A Ri’iti-^li twu-stMVtfr mat'hint* at ni^ht 

ail I'lifiiiy conc»‘iit r>il ion i i*a'’’!y 

ilist in|^Mi''!inhIa in tlio brii>]i 1 arliLilii , a <“oluiiiii o!' 
lni.n' [)oia (•on' i''t iiij^ i f about Jtt Nvauon^. J tr-iaanlin;^ 
rapiilly to Hbofi.. h** laiub'il two luMub-, a bvindroil- 
Wfiolil plmub in t bo rtait ro of t lu' ri'lnimi. 'I'ho 

dostniotion wis (Mionnoii-, ami tin* i'<aiinaiit of t b.* 
cobniin --fat toroil wildly in all din-ct ioii>-. Tin* lb iii-b 
pilot ro-i*' auam and w'aitod, ; 4 ^i\ iin_; i inio lor tin* ( Jorniai* 
trari'^porl to roa'-'>oniblo. l>i\in^ onco nano. In* foiiml 
It. to^otbt*!’ W'lb two otbi'i* laio<* luni#'-:, in a- '^iinkon 
I'oad, wbrro t bo linn- apparo)iil\' bopod lo o-rapo 
flirt bor attack from 1 bo deal b-doalino |•.n^lor, 'rii-* 
Rrilisb ]ii!ot roloa-otl hi-, roinainin^i b aiib'. from an 
ahitiido tif wbicb be eonld not nn-*' In- taijot. and then, 
tli\an^ lower *^ 1111 , opi'nod liio witb In- macbim ;^nn , 
piittiiiji abont 2 r>() ronmb into t bo oontii od nni". <•! 

\\ rockaj^o. 

(Jornian ob-orvation bidloon-i bavo liad a bad tini- 
roooml\. ()no lb'iti-<n pilot. -otmtiim bobiiid I bo 
oni-ni>’.-’ lino--, ponncod on two ot tbo-.- balloon-, n, 
'-wift -,m*oi'*''-ion, ami -noooodod in -M-itinu tiro to and 

»lo-t ro\ i n;.r bot b. IL;- |totrol wa- bo^annsii;^ to inn 
low .It tbo liMio, --0 b(‘ cetniiiod to In aorodromo to 
rolill. lb’ out iininodiatolN upon a -.ooond <|n*-t. 

-ijjbtoil two mor.* balloon-, and, faknio ad\;ifiao< 
ot friendly olomb, oar!fMlI\ ^talked t bom. \\ bon 
witbin a .'-borl di'-tanee of bi-- pio\'. olond fo\or lai'od 
biin. ami be wa- pere<'i\od. 'The linn-- in-bod to ibi> 
winebe^ and ondoa\oni’od to bani down bolli balloon-. 
I’littinu down tbo no-o ot In- maobna’ tbo l>nteb 

pilot -pod earibward- attir tbo -wa\ina ma - - ot labiio, 
and alnio-t b-ofoi’o tbo (lorrnan moobanio* bad iboir 
winolw'-. workm:.' tbo bnntoi had -o< mod ho (ii-t ipiari;,, 
w biob loll a bla/in^^ ma-- npon the linn- bonoatb. 
'I’b • other balloon wa- rather l.irthor awa\, and the 
(! nnate banlod do-poraf ’l\ and uoot , di d m -oitin • 
It down almost to i bo utonml boloro tbo I’l.ti-b pdoi 


,Trri\od .‘ibo\o. In -pile of fnriou'>t fire from below, 
he di\oil low enonjjli to pniep in a btir-t of inei'iidi.ii'N' 
biillol -, and bad the -at i taction of inorea-ino bis bao 
for the tlae to lonr oiiom\ balloon- totally de-iroyod. 

l)titiiio tbo m*\t low (l;t\’, (In* w<‘nlliri‘ Wii- 
•so hail thill the Wink in tin* iiir was <*xt I'l'inidN' 
small. ( )n Septomber 1 1? t brio w*t*n' sinm' 
hiiolit inti‘i\a|s. ainl dtiiino tlnsi* tlio usual 
i‘outin(' Wink Wiis ihnn*, lait at uiobi lai fi\ iti;.t 
was jKissibb . 

< )n I In* nioht »>t Sojilembor 12 1 tlio linlo- 

|U‘ia!oiit Air cc jntoil in eon jut at inn w it li tin* 
attack ot the Aiinn’ican l^’ir.-t Army aiitl Ixniilu'd 

tin* railwa\s nt !\i»‘i ■/. Sjil >b nis ami ( 'mir«*<*lb*s. 
Ml ‘I/. statiDii, si‘a rebi io| If ami trimsport wore all 
alfju'kotl with imichim'-miu fire. On tin' m^ht 
111 Soptomber | .‘{, in fii\ oiiriibh* wt'albcr, npera- 
tiinis were com 1 1 nt m I jto;iiii:„t Mi “t /.-Sa bh ms 
iunl imcmy trims|nnt on tin* bjtt t li‘d'rnnt . 
rin* weather nii Septctnbei | ,‘> was \ ery irre- 
oular, eloinls ami r;mi altermilm|j: with brighter 
interxals. Iliirim; ( hi'se a ^ooil ileal id‘ work 
Wits ibme, blit einilrtel patrid work bad tt) be 
eiirried on ill it \er\ low altilude. 

<)ii September II the enemy, iippareiitlx' 
iinaised b\’ the predi m i in anee w bieb the Allied 
Air h'oree liiid ubliiined, niiide mine elfurl than 
iistml to oxeremne il. rbein Wiis eimsiderabh 
iiir (iLditino. h'inir ( leninm miielnm*.- wore 
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(Inwii and four of tla‘ir obsorvfttion 
))j\Ilo()iw d< st loyod. During tho o|j»n-at ions of 
the 24 hours fi’oni (la* o\<‘ning of S<*|)t<*ni- 
l)(‘r II} to the cvoning of Sopl (*]id>(‘r 14, nearly 
eight tons of homhs were dio|)|)od. 

On Septemh<‘i lo the W(‘at}i«*r wjis iiineli 
better, and the aij’ ser\ iet* was t laaefori'* ex- 
tremely active, 'the Kriaieli paid partieular 
attention to the (lerman ohserxation balloons 
aind (IrovaT « low 11 1 (i (»f them. In tin* efforts 
wbieb tb<‘ Oerman ai\ialors mad<* to defend 
tb('S(*, they lost 12 of their nmnber, and iluring 
tin* night of Seplemlier 1 1 (» t he st at ions am I 

cantonments behind the (‘iiemys front weri* 
fr(‘ely ])omh<‘d and snCferi'd important damage. 

On the* liritish fi‘on1 theie wa'^ ;dso <1 nicirkiMl 
inei-ej\s(* of au'iial activ ity. ( leiinan toriiui- 
tions of consideiahle force were met with on 
their side of tic* line iind aietive lighting took 
pliiei' ; Ih) of t he em'iny s machines w i‘re hi-onghl 
down and a kii’ge night, homliing machine was 
disposc'd of after- dark. 


On oiir side we lost 10 machines, including 
twT) of the night-flying aeroplanes. Four of the 
enemy's aerodromes wenwi Iso heavily bombed, 
one ]>y day and thre(^ by night, and altogether- 
110 tons of ’bombs w(‘re let fall by \is. Much 
nsefrd reconnaissance and obsc'rvation was 
done both Iry onr balloons and aeroplanes, 
and those engagt'd in oliseivation for artillery 
lii-e carr-ied out xahiahk" woi-k. 

4’h(‘ Independent Air Koice again did useful 
serv ice on the night of S(‘pt ember 15-Ib. Four- 
host ik* a('r()di-(4nu*s weii' s('vrM*(‘ly d(*alt with 
and a transport convoy w’as also hit. Distant 
raids dealt with the Mainz railway junction.s 
arnl the* docks and sidings at Karlsiiilu*. Alto- 
geth(M- IJoO homhs, totalling ItiA tons in weight, 
w(‘re dr-opped, without any easnaltii*s to onr- 
rnachim's. 

In the air-, as on the gr-ourul, th(^ Allies weri* 
sur<‘Iy gaining the upper lumd over- their 
oppom‘n(s. 




CHAPTER CCI. XXXIV 


VICTORIA CROSSES OF THE 
WAR. (VHI) 

Classifvino Awards 'riiRKi: ( ’ommandino OKrinoiis Ivnoixkkhs’ Im\ k I )i:kds -( ‘rossks for 
C ouRAOKors “ Ktnnfrs ’ Kar.mmoi .si.: Kkoits 'I’kruitohi \ i .s' hXrLoi is Hack to Li: ( ‘ vtkau 
—T wo Lkinstkr Hkcimknt rvi:<TiMi:\Ts S.w ino tiik W’oi .\di:i> 'riiK L \.n(' vsiiiiti: Ki smjkrs 

OnCK ^^()RE -'rKRRITOlOALS AcAIN A CoM I* VN V -SkID ; FA NT- M \,IOR - Im imiKR BRITISH A W \RI).S — 

OVKRSFA SoiJJJFKS AND TIIKI’KOSS 'rUF Ai sTRALIAN I.MHFRIXE KoRCI: ()M’|ci:rs' h’lNK Ai ts 

Thrkf BosTiiDMors Honocrs X.C.O. s \nd BRi\ A'ri:s Atexcks on M \chink ( ii:\ rosi’s - 
A HoMHIOR IN A ( JKiniAN 'rUFAl’M Mk\ FROM ( )\TARI0 A\ A R M \ Si RO IION s ( 'ross AWiMNDKD 
Kiohtfr -Lifi T. Lyall’s (Jhf\t Dffds Mork (V\\\i)i\n IIkroks h’l ri'iikr Crossi^s for 
/FK imrooF 'Pni’ Decoration as a Fiohtino Baromktkr - A ( ' nsf of Non Award An Anai.nsis 
— The: Totad Awards. 


D A'PP^S of foriiijil aimounccmcnt.s of 
N’ictoria ('I'osscs Lccainc uDiinjHslaiit 
when it was aizain possible to Diihlish 
luunes of places w heic ( 'rosses hail l.»i.‘eii 
won anil llie times of the aehie\ ements. in tlie 
awaiils which lia\e still to he ilealt with it will he 
pfeferahle to analyse and idassity the records, to 
pive a hetU'r iinderstandin^ of the special nature 
of the acts performed, W’itli the remoxai of 
n .strict ions th(*storii s heeame complete and clear ; 
hut in some eases names of Jieroie men w ho had 
])een associated with deeds for winch the ( ’ros^; 
was ^iven wei-e not mentioned, and if had to he 
a-i.sumeil tliat these helpers could not heddinitely 
idcntitlod. 'Pliis omissimi was notieeahle in laie 
or two of the splendid bridge exjiloits of which 
accounts wen* puhJi.sJjcd 

In ChapU'r CDLXXlf. soiiu> of the ('ros.s<v ^iven 
for the closing days of the wai- were dealt with, 
and the story is eontinned here, dates of izazetting, 
for the reason just tNxplained, Iw iiujc omitted. 

The castes of three* commanding utheers illns 
trat<3fi the inspiring icadeiship and resolute 
Vol. XIX —l ari 241 


eiMirage wlui'li eharaelen/ed the (inal ^tan,es ot 
the great advariee 'PI ies<« elf i( ei ; 

Lieut. Col. W . II. ( 'larU Kejini'dv . ('.M.d.. 
D.S.O., 21th Bn. (ha hee Begt. 

Lieut, ('ol. llany (oeeiiwood, D.S.O., 

'.Mh Bn. K.D. ^'ork- L.l. 

Lieut. Col. D. d. .lolmson, D.S.O., .M d.. 
S W’ Bold., altd 2nd Bn. B. Su-.s. B. 

'Phe ('anadian oftieei- <»n .\ugiDt 27 led hi.*-’ 
battalion with great bravery and skill from ('row 
and Aigrette Irenehe,^ m iVont ef W’aneeiirt to 
the attack on the l''i emie.'^ I Ji m\ roy line 'I’lie 
hriLiade, of w hieh flu- 2 It h Bat I a lion was a eenf ral 
unit, came under \ei y heavy '^-hell and maehinc 
gun fire fiom the very out ~ef , aral f heic weic many 
lasiialt ie-, e.-- piei.dl\' a moiigst the leader-, i'nits 
heeame |>arlialiv • li^oi gaui/.ed and the advance 
was cheeked 'Phe situation was one of many 
which arose' and demanded instant and eapah'e 
handling. Lieiil .-dol. ( 'lark Kennedy was eiju.il 
to the great emergeni'v , and by - heer vakair and 
k*adeiship he inspired )ii.- men and led them 
forwaid ; several t'lnes leading parties sfraigllt 
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at macliintvgnn nosts wliicli wero hoklinjjr up 
Hcivnnoc*. ainl ov(‘r(*oiiiin^ tht*s<‘ obstaf*l«*a lie 
not only <li<l tlioso tliin^zs \Mtli Iiis own Imltalion, 
blit lie also (’loni rol)(‘(l tlu^ < ion of uoi^h- 
bourin^ units and colh'ctod nu n wlio had lo>t 
llu'ii’ loadirs. Tho onic<*i-’s disregard of liis 
own lit(‘ and his oniM^iy and rosouicc* liad niado it 
jMissibl'" for his ]»attalion liy t]K^ aft<‘*‘noon to 
< rcj^s tlK* SiMisro ]<i\'( r bod aiul ocriipy (>(*(*i<lc“nt 
'ririich Jii froid of th«* h(*a\ w iro t)f tli<* l^'i'esiu's- 
lh»uvf(»y lino. It had b<‘'‘n a s1i<miu)Us aiul 
hazardous rlay for Lioul.-Col ( ’!arkd\<'nno<ly. 
bid that h(' had plontv of ondinanci* aiul spiiit 
t ft was ^hown |)\ llu*fa(*t tliat iaut*r (M)ntiiniou.^‘ 
tiro “Jr* wrnl up and down his hnr until far into 
I hr ni^ht/’ in!pro\ in<r tlu* po.-ition. Lii\ in}»- “\von- 
di-ilid (‘firoiira^i 1 irail 1<» hi-^ nun, and sending 



LIEUT. -COLONEL W. II. CLARK- 
KENNEDY, C,M.O., 

Quebec Kef<iment. 

back V(M*v cirai' rrjxats. On tlu' lu’xt hai’d day 
hr was not so fortunatr. Soon aftrr tlu^ ifsuinrd 
oprrations hr was sr\ ori*l\' woiindi-d, hut rofust'«l 
aitl, and iha*.'urd liini^idf to a slu Ihliok “'frean 
which hocouM <'.))s<*rv<'. ’ ]h' was now’ coniprllrd 

to rrali/.o that la’s rxhau^tv'd troops could lutl 
a<l\*aiUM' any farther, so li<* rstablishrd a strouLT 
lino of drfrnci‘ aiul priwtadiMl the loss ol nu>st 
iin]:)orlant ground. Ih> snri’orrd intrust' ]>ain and 
loss t)f blood, but fia more than five liours hr 
rofusrtl to be evaeuatcM.1 ; and w lien he did consent 


t-o go be had rstnldislir d the lino in a position 
from whicli it was possible foi the itdieving troops 
to continue the advance, 

fdeutenant-ColonrI (j|r<‘euwood during two full 
days of hardt'st work and danger show^ed that 
he was made of the stuff which was expected of 

1 



/.Ufa 

MA.IOK C Acting* Licul. -Colonel) D. (L 
JOHNSON, D.S.O., 

South Wales Borderers, attached Royal Sussex 
Rcf^imcnt. 

a MMiior olliciM' of the tiru* old fdst b\)ot. On 
()rt«)l)rr the adxaiuM' ot his battalion was 
'•hcckod and a (Jerman inachiiu'-gnn ])ost was 
raiisiiig man\' ca'^ualtirs. Lii'iitcnant -( ’olonci 
(lrc*rnwood i inhesitat ingly and siiigk'diandt'd 
i’usIumI the ]iost and kiMid th(' crew and so like 
niatiic cK'arcd away tiu' menace t<i his troops. 
After that hi illiant achicvi'incnt he again ruslied 
a machine-gnn j)ost, this time at the entrance 
to t lu^ village of Ovilleis, and. w itli t lu* Ju'Ip of two 
hattalioii runners, killed Hie occupants. AN'lu'n 
his ccaniiuiiul reached the ohjeeti\’(‘ west of J)uke*s 
\\’oo<1 it was almost suri’ounded by Uei-inan 
iiuu'hine-giin ])osts, and his isolated foret' was at 
once atta<-ked by the ciK'my. Hut no liostilo 
effort was suecessful ; the assault W'^as repulsed 
and the courageous ieajk r and his men sw'e])t 
\'ictorioiisly forward and (*apturr‘<l tlie last 
iihjert i\’»', with lot) ]a‘isonrrs, eight macliine- 
gim- and (.nu* field gnn- a splendid and important 
haul. That was som<‘ of tlu' w'oik don(3 on 
October 23 by Lieutenant -Colonel (Jreemvood 
and his men, and tho doings of tho 21th w^ere ju 
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many ways n r<*potition ot the* acts. During thr* 
attack on the (Jrecn Line, soiilli ol‘ Loix dn Non I, 
ilie colonel again showed the utmost bravery in. 
ro'ihing a nmchine>giin post, and onct? inon' 
proved, in tlie face of heavy fire, liis gootl and 
rosoluto leade!-ship and his skill in handlijig men 
in datigt rolls situations. put a liigh finish 

to liis two days’ work wlien, on tlie aft<Tnoon of 


the 24Mi, (hiring the t‘m*llu‘r advance on (irand 
(Jay Kami Itoad, lu' handled his battalion with 
a skill and IroidiK'ss Axhieli pr(_)dneed the most 
important i*t*snlts. not only in 'Securing dio flank 
of liis brigade lart also in sail guarding the flank 
ot ihe division. 

On No\ ember 4 Li(Mitenant4\)lono] Johnson 
was engageil m tlu' opia-atiiai of forcing tlie 



LIEUT.-GOLONEL HAKKY (UtEENWOOD, D.S.O., Kind’s Own Yorkshire lajiln Infamry, 
Leaving the Palace after receiving his Victoria Cross. 
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Sarnbro OiDal, l>alt}ili<>ii fonninp part of tiio 
2n(l Infantry whi^h was or(k’r<‘(l to cross 

by tli(! lock south cjf (’atillon. Tin's provtnl to i>e 
ont‘ of the o))eralioris u hicli in (lie very last days 
of th<‘ war j^ave sucii urn*omrnoii »*lninces for the 
t]nirin<^cis and tiiose who woikcd witli tliejn to 
win <listinct ion, 'The position was stionjjc ami 
"'before ttie i)rid^(* i*ou!d be thrown” a steep 
bank leading nj) to the lo('k an<l a waterway 
al)oNt ltM)yardsshort of the r-anal iiad to l>e < rosse« 1. 
'riie Kt)yal kait^'nei rs' assault in^jj p!atoon^'. and 
l)i-id^inji, paities on reaching tlu‘ wahawiyy were 
Ihi’own inl<» (!onbision by a h<‘avy ba,i ra^c* and 
niaciiin(‘-;xiin lire, and s«‘\'er(? easnalties resnltevl. 
It was at this \erv <*ritieal moment tliat l^ient.- 
(\)lonel Johnson ari‘i\<Ml arid ^raspe<l 1 h<‘ sit\ia- 
tiorn its pei ils and its possiliilities. He instantly 
et)l|eeled nnai to mati th«‘ bi'idyes an<l lielp tiie 
kai^^ine(*i*s, arid tlnai lie personally l<‘d an assjinlt 
on the (k'lnams. It was a bra\t' att>(‘mpt-, but 
in sf)ite of all his <*fToits heavy (*iu‘iny lire a^^ain 
brtike up tlie jissanll in;j; and lirid^in^ part a 's. 
I hilu'sitatin^ly J<»hnson on<'(* more’ i‘<»<a‘^;^anized 
tlur pliitouns iin<l brJd^in^ piirti<*s and led tlaan i\\ 
th(‘ lock. This tinn^ h<5 triumphimtly crossivi 
“■jiftc'r w hieh all wi'iit Wi‘il.'’ Durinu: the wholt' 
of this period of strain and <lan;^er Ueutiaiant- 
(\)loiU‘l flohnson was under a- very heas’y lir<*, 
but- happily 1 h‘ W4is nntoueh(‘d, though it la^arly 
di'cimatiMl tliii assaulting columns.'" 

Sona* of the most eouia^i'ous acts of the war 
had been piafornu'd by Koytil lOneiia'crs, and 
s'wei'al of tlH*s<' w<M*e in connevNion with the 
jieeuliarly importaiit and fasciiiatine militai’V 
ipiestion of biiduj<‘s. k^ioni the t‘iirlic\st days 
of the wju- bridge makers and l)i*ider wrt'cktas 
luvd en joyi'd amazinj.^ t>pport inrit it's for the 
disphiy ef const l iiet i\’e and destruetix e «fi*nius, 
and repeatedly ther4‘ wtM'i* chances for bi-av<\ 
H‘'^ourceful naai to thi'ow aciMiss rivers and 
canals li^ht tauci’^caiex' struelui’i's wliich proxi'tl 
of vital serx'ice. Amonjj:st th<^ last. t»f the* 
sappers to r*(*ctd\’e t la* ('I'oss wei-<' Major \rnold 
llo!-aee Santo W aters, D.S.O,, M.(\, aial Sappi'i* 
Adj\n\ .\i<‘hibald, of tlit* 2 I St h Kit*ld ("ompany, 
K.I^b, the tlay of tiaar < list inct icai bein^ \o- 
\embi*r 4. Waters, alrc*ad\' holdiritj;: th<* Dis- 
1 itiL^uislaN I Sei \ ice < )rder and t la* M ililai*v ( "I'o.'-.s, 
was with his lield company brid».rin^ the: Oise- 
Satnbri' (’anal, irt'ar Ois. I'rom thi* outset tla^ 
task had to bv* attempted under* inten*^!* ^•k>si*- 
raneo ar.iller*y and machint'-jj:un lire. 'Fla* 
bridge w as damaj^i'd aral t la? building pjt» l.V 
suh’iavd sevtM-cly. ’^Fhe majoi* bear'd that all 
his ollicers Imil b(*4*ii killed or wounded, and 


instantly went forward and personally super- 
vis(Ml tho completion of the bridge, working 
on cork floats trralcr tho point-blank fiiM*. 
‘"Jt sc*enied impossibk^ that ho shouki escape 
being killed,” but tla^ ofheor did ('sertpe, tlie 
ojaratkin succteding caitirely through his 
\alour* arul t*\ample. Ar'chibald also was 
working orr tla^ cork floats, and showed hirn.M'lf 
ii triK* companion h>r such a learler in siaJr a- 
time of stress aral ])('ril. lie kianv that the 
bririge was essential to the op»*i'ations, arrd 



i.lEUT. (Acting I t. Col.) J. N. MARSHALL, 
Late Irish Guards, attached Lancashire Fusiliers. 

intk'xibly held to his dttly rrnti! th<‘ bridge was 
lirrish<*d. 'I'he sappt*r‘ sur\ ivt*d th«* ar*tual 
missik'.'-,, ]>ut rlied from gas poisonirrg w h(*n his 
gallarrt wor k w as don«.*. 

Bra(*ket»*d with Walras was Lieutenant- 
t’olorrel John Nr'xilk* Marshall, M.(’.. late Irish 
(Juar'ds (S. H.). atta(*hed l(»th Hattali(^n f.,anca- 
^^hiI•e LuNiliei's, who al>o showed (Xt raor'dirrary 
c-ourage and lira* k'ad«*rshi|> in tht^- attack on the 
Sambrx*-()ist.‘ ('anal, near (.’atillon, on Xovem- 
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SAPPEK ADAM AKCHIHAKD, K.E 


fiiiml on a r.ift ami a! a rani',. ,,f .aily '-W fool, 
■ •X|),miiI,mI all lii~; ainmnnil icai. Moiv ainimini- 
lion M.-m i,a,l,ll,-,l a.-n.v, i., 

Iimion-^ly maintai I .-ov ,•110,1: lira f,.r tlu' 

l>ri.l;,'iny' party I r.,,,, a ino>.t .-xpi.s,',! posit 
moor lolaxmi; las l„. ,.|r.ats until lio was 
Uillo.l at hi-. I'm,. Ihn Kirk-. r,--,, hit ion ami 
soil -„a,-rili,-,. h.t,l h,-,-!, ,riv\\no.l with a yroal. 
sm-,-,-ss. to,- h.- ha.l piv\,-n(,.,l many .•asna|ii,.s 
ami ha<l ,-nahl,„l too plat oons t o or- iss t It,- hi i.h'r* 

iH'toiM* it \\ ;i-; « Irst rt»\ iM 1, 

On \o\rml)('r (> Miijor liii ti MiirKny Clont- 
insiM, Al.C., r»<hh h’ii l.l ( '. >1 n| )iin y, 
jitliM- recommit i in «4 llii‘ i'i\i r nt Tonf - 

-iur IouihI fluil t!ir (,)untr.*'< rni.liji* 

Uii'- afmosl inlart l>iit pirp.n tMl (i.-tnnlit ion. 

his p;uly iimlri- comm- Id* unit loiwnid 
".wam a<'i*nss tlw* ri\fr. nixi ha\it»^ cnly 
tin* Inails troin tin* fhanirr'^ In* r(*tnrin*il t Im 
SttiiH* \va_\', ahiion^h tin* Iniiltn* jnni all tin* 
apT)roa<*ln‘.s to it worn .-\Ni‘pl ))\ (irrinan ■'-■•halls 
ami inaahina-j^nns at clo.-t* ran^a. Lat 4 *r in t ho 
(lay tin* l>^•i(l^(‘ was blown up l>y otln'i* in(*ans, 


l)(>r 4 . \\’h(‘n a ]»{irtly a()nsti uati*(l l)ri( l^<' aaina 

U!i(|(*r aonaantrat ( mI (if(* and was hr()k(‘n bafora 
tha advanainl ti'uops of t la* bat t alion could cross, 
^Marshall at onat* want forward and or^iani/.ad 
parties t-o repair tin* ])ridm*. ddn* tirst party 
was soon (*itln'r i-iilh'd or woumk'd, but so 
inspiring W'as t be otliac'r’s (example* and so p(*?*f(*at. 
was tlia aonfidan(*t‘ of t h(* man in him, that whan 
volunt(n*rs w(*ra aall(‘d for tliay w<*ra instantly 
forthcoming. Tln^ passii^i* of tin* aanal was 
«>f vital impoi-tanaa, and bi(Mit . -( 'ol. Marshall 
(*naoura^»:('d and ln*lpai| In's m(‘n to t lie \ ory 
utmost. ( ’ompI(*t('ly disrcLrardino his own safat 
ha stood on tha bank, undai* int(*nsa t)r(‘, and 
whi*n tin* brid<j:a was rt'paii'ad ha triad t(.> rush 
across, at I lit* In-ad of his battalion. In makiii;! 
that ma<jcnifia('nt (‘lf(»rt to maintain his laadar- 
ship ami t*xampla. In* was killed. 

4 dn*r(* was nothing in tha awaid.- t<» aonnaat 
the sap])(*is' »*as(*s with that of Soaund-Lian- 
tanant Jaun*-^ Kirk, allaaha /1 2 ml Hattalion 
Manchester K(*Kim(*i\t ; but pjcsinnablv tin* 
heroes were 'issoaiated in the .'.aim* splemhd 
(*nterpris(\ On Xoxamber t tin* subaltern 
was atti*mptine to biidm* the Oi^^e ('anal, noit’i 
of Ors, and to eo\'(‘r tin* brid^jrinLT he took a 
L(*vvis mm. I nder int<*nse maahine-j^un lii-t- 
Kirk peifornn*d a ft'at tin* lik(* of which had 
not l>e(*n indicated in any pr(*\ ions record ot 
tlu* (.h-oss(is of tin* war In^ paddl(‘il across the 



I.IFAJT. fActing Major) Ik M. OLOUTMAN 
K.F. 
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but t lir* abut merits r<‘!uainc(l intact. Major 
C’loutuuiii’s cool and highly successful adventure 
was rewarded with the Ci’oss. 

A desperate nigtd enter|)rise at the ('anal 
d(^ ri']seaut, north-t'a-^t of Cainljrai, was earrie<l 
out with reTuarl>al)l(‘ suec('ss by ('a[3tain ('f)ulson 
Xf>!iuau MiteJiell, M.(!., 4lh Ihittalioii (Janadian 
Kngiu(*(‘i*s. On the ni^ht of October S -h he 
led a. siuiill ])aj'ty aliead rjf tla^ first wave of 
infantry so that h(^ might exaiuira^ the \ arious 



COKHOKAI. JAMUS McPHlh, K.K. 

l)i'idg(‘s on the liive (»f approaeti and, if possibles, 
pi’e\a‘ut theii- dtanolit io»i. Wdieu (’aptaiu Mit- 
i-eaehed the' i*anal lu* found that the bridge 
wa-^ alrtnuly blown up. I'nder a lu*avy barrage 
he crossi'd to th«‘ next laidgt', where la* cut a 
nuud)er of U'ad ” wiic'-^. It was totally dark 
and he was not aware of eitliei’ t h<' p<»sition or 
tlie strt'ugth of t lu' (terinans at the hri« Igehead, 
hut fearlessly taking all i*isks he dashi'd .across 
the main bridge over the canal. dMiis bridge 
was found ti> hc» heaxily ciiargt'd for deinolit 
and whilst the captain, h(‘l})etl by hi-i luai- 
coininissioia'tl otlicci* (xvhose name was md 
1 nt'ut ionc'd ) was laitting the wiivs, tlu^ eiaany 
tried to rusfi tla' hritigi' i?i ordc'r to blow the 
charges, d’laa’cnpiai Captain Mitchell instantly 
“ dashinl to the assistanci^ of his sentry, who 
nail been xvouiuUhI, killed three of the enemy, 
captured 12, and maintained tho bridgehead 


until reinforced.” Having <lone this rousing 
wt»rk tho (^anaflian Kngineer, still under heavy 
fire, continued his task of cutting wires and 
i-emoving charges, which ” he well knexv might 
at any moment have been fired by the eniany. 
Tht' official recor 1 stated that it was entirely 
due to Mitcheirs valoiu’ and decisive action 
that this im])ortant bridg(^ across the canal was 
sj\\'e<l from dc^strnet ion. 

A truly s[)l(‘n<lifl tale of high couragt^ and 
extreme devotion was put on i*eeon1 in the cas(! 
of (V>rporal James M(;Phie, 1 1 (ith (b^dinbiirgi) ) 
Kield Company, H.K., T.F. On October 11 
M<‘Phit‘ was with a })arty of sappers maintaining 
a <*ork float bridge' across thcOanal do la Staisec. 
ta'ai- Aula'nchcnI-an-Bac. Tho farther end of 
t he' bridge was not t>nly imde'r close machine- 
gun fir€% })nt was also within rcacli of haial 
gi-i'nad(‘s. .lust before dawn, wh('ii infanify 
were <*rossing tin' hi’idgc, c]osir)g up resulted, 
and llie )>i‘idgc began to sink and break. Ac* 
compnni(‘d by a sapper McBlue jninp('d into 
tin' watc'i* and Ira^i, but- urjsneeessfully, to 
hold the <*ork and timlu'is together. TIu' cor- 
(Hnal then swam l)aek. and Jiaxdng r(*porte<l 
t h(' hi’oken ))r idgc started at onc'e to eollcct 
inatc'iial for rt'pan’s. Daylight (*anic^ and with 
it onc^ of the most (haniatic* (‘pisodc's of tlie 
Or<*ss<*s of th<‘ war. Th<* (‘nrpf)?‘al was perh'ctly 
well awtu-e that the biidge was iind(‘T- close fire, 
aial that t lit' far }>ank w tis c'ut irc'Jy in thr^ (ha*- 
mans' hands ; yet iindaimt(Hl by any of t he 
ohx'ious and imsec*n perils h(' (*xelaimt*d, “It’s 
d(*at h or glory x\ork hieh must he dora^ for 
Mu' sake of our patr\>l on thc^ other side!*’ 
With this the valiant, sapper, axe in hand, led 
the way c:)n to the bridge'. H<* was at once 
severely wound('d, aial, falling partly into the 
water, he died aft(*r rt'vc'iving s(uc'ial fnrth('r 
wounds. Hut (\)r|M)ral MePhic luul tiot bcc'ii 
sacrificc'd in xain, for his magnificent conduct 
c'liahled touch to h(‘ maintained with the 
patrol on the enemy haidv at a most critical 
pe'i'iod. 

Four ruum'rs in succcssicai hav ing been killed 
ill trying to elelixer a iia'ssage* to a supporting 
company dui'ing the attack on Mai'mi on 
October 20, Prixati* Alfrc'd Wilkinson, l/otli 
Hattalion Mancht'stcr Kc'ginu'ut n\F.), x’olun 
tecred for tho ih's^icrate duty. Tlio journey 
whieh ho undertook involx'cd exposure to 
extrc'nicly heavy machine-gun and shell firo 
for fiOO yards, yet he managc'd to escape all 
]>eiils and to deliver the message, continuing 
throughout tho rest of the day to do splendid 
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PRIVATE Al-FRED WILKINSON, 
Manchester Regiment. 


during the war won roiiown in ov’ory oonc<'ivahl(3 
oinor^ency anil situation, and indiviiluals ainl 
softions wlio wt‘ro annud with tlie weapon 
wliudi had ))ro\ed so deadly ami elVieaeions 
foiitid in tht^ war's last phast' full ot)portiinity 
of iisin^ tlieir powers, espi'idally in inoppinsjj 
up and eleariut^ out suspic ious plaeiv;. v\ easo 
in point was the aeliim of Sca^^t'ant 'riioiuas 
(^aldwell, 12th Hattalion Iloyal Seottisli h^jsi- 
litas, wlu>, on t)etohei- dl, in atlaeU lU'ar 
Audtaiarde, was eoininainliu'Ji a Ki*wis 
seel ion to wliieli liad hetai LUV'en Him dan;;erous 





[ O iji c ml fy}u)i ot;ra ph . 

A RUNNHK SETTING OUT ON HIS 
PERILOUS ERRAND. 

work. Almost precisely similar was the achie\ ce- 
ment of Private dames Toweis, 2nd f^attalion 
Scottish Rifles (Rreston), on October <> at. 
Mericourt. Xo fewer than tiv<‘ riinmM's had 
failed to deliver an important nu'ssaj^i* wluai 
Towers, well aw'art' oi thcii* tatc, \'ohinlecr<*d 
foi- the duty. Some eiiarm sccim'd to j>rotcct 
sucb men as these, who so cl(*arly risUed tlxaf 
all on one tremendous stake*, for t he (_ ameronian, 
like the Territorial, in spite* of le*avy fire ofiemMl 
on him the instant hi* ino\'cd, wf‘nt strai;j:ht 
through from cover to cover and at last 
triumphantly d(*liver<*d the mes^^a^c. 

The Lewis tjunners had for a lonjr period 



PRIVATE JAMES TOWERS, 

Scottish Rirtes. 

Awarded the Cross for his Italian I work as 
a runner. 

task of cleaiinjf a farmhousi* Wdiile la* wan 
doinj' his work in a determine*l ami ualiant 
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fa‘?hion hia section came under intense close - 
range tiro from another farm ; but the 
undautit kI Fusilier rushed towards the farm 
and captured the position, with 18 prisonei's, 
the most amazing part of the achiev'd nent 
being that, as in so many f)ther similar eases, 
the desperate adventure was carried t>ut shjgle- 
liandcd 



SERGT. THOMAS CALDWELL, 
Royal Scottish Fusiliers. 


Another splendid farmliouse exploit was that 
for which the (^ross was giv^en tr) Lance-(V)r- 
poral William Ain(\v, 1 /8th Hattalion Royal 
Warwickshire Hegiment (T.F.)* whos(^ fine 
courages and resource were f»illy proved <^n 
Xov^ember i during the attack on I^an<h*ecies. 
Owing to a fog th(' heading troops missed 
many Otu’man nia<*hiia^-guii nests. Aniey, 
on his own initiative, Icxl lus seetion against a 
hostile nest, nnd<*r heavy tire, and after drivifig 
the garrison into a maghhoining farm he 
captured ^l>)ollt oO prisoners and s<‘vc‘ral 
inaelune-guns. Suhsoqiaaitly he s(»t to work 
single-haiak'd, and scorning heaxy tirt^ he 
atiacktMl a maclunc-gim post in a farinhonse, 
killi*d two of the gaiTisf)n, ami di*ove the rest 
of the (Germans into a Cellar ami kept them 
tl a‘re till hel|) arriv'ed. Still pursuing liis 
iiidcpemlcfd policy, tlu’ lance-corporal, nnaidtHi, 
rushed a strongly held post and ca[)tured 20 
piisonei>?, ami thnaiglioiit the dav lie main- 
tained the “ highest dt'grce of valour am I 
determination." 

Another eorporal of the Territorials— Lance- 
Sergeant William Waring. M.M., 25th Battalion 
Royal Welsh Fusilici*s (T.F. ) — showe<l rc- 


rnarkablo enterprise and resource on Septernlior 
1 8 at Ronssoy. He began by leading an attack 
against German machine-guns which were 
holding up the advance of neighbouring 
troops. There was devastating fire on flank 
and front, but single-handed Waring, who had 
alreatly won the Military Medal, rushed a 
strong point with so much eiua-gy and deter- 
mination tJiat he bayoneted no fewer than 
four of the garrison, and so filled the rest of 
th<5 (ku-mans with fear that he captured 20 
of them with their guns. Waririg’s audacity 
had brought upon himself heavy shell 
and maeliine-gun fire ; V>nt, reorganizing 
his men, he led and inspired them for 
other 400 yards, when he fell, mortally 
woiimled. 

Singk'-hamlcfl also was the outstanding 
])erforman(‘e t)f Private Norman Harvey, 1st 
Battalion Royal Tnniskilling Fusiliers, on 
Octo>)or 25, near Ingoyghtai. His battalion 
being held up and suffering heavily from 
German maehino-guns, Harv'ey on his own 



LANCE-CORPORAL WILLIAM AMEY, 
Royal Warwickshire Regiment. 
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initiative riishocl forward and ongagod the 
enemy alone, ** disposing ” of twenty (Germans 
and capturing two guns. Latt*!*, his conii>any 
b<*ing cheeked by anotlier enemy strong 
point, Harvey again rushed forward single- 
handed and put the (.Jlorinans to llight ; crown- 
ing his aehiev'ements, after dark, by v'olun- 
tarily carrying out, single-handed, an important 
rL^connaissance and gaining valuable informa- 
tion. 

In the memorable region of Cateau, on 
tile morning of October IS, Sergeant Horace 
Augustus Curtis, of the 2n<l Hattalion Royal 
J)ubliu Fusiliers, canic^ uiiex]3eet«'dly, with bis 
platoon, under intense machine-gun fire, and 
saw at once that the assault would fail 



LANCE.SRRGT. WILLIAM WAKINCJ, 
Royal Welsh Fusiliers. 

unless the hosti!<^ guns w^mi* silence<1. Accord- 
ingly the sergeant, witluait tht» slightest 
hesitation, ruslie<l forward throvigh our own 
barrage and th(' (h^rmaii fire and killetl or 
wounded the teams of two of the guns, where- 
upon the rtanaining four guns snrrenden»d, 
Hav'ing done* this the sergeant turjunl his atten- 
tion to a train-Ioafl of rf‘inforcemen. s and 
managed to capture more than 100 of f he «*nejny 
iiefore liis comrades joined liim. d'here was 
a touch of something like humour in the hiisi- 
ncss-like way in which, singli*-handed. a F\isilier, 
even of in Irish regiment, liaving put somc5 
deadly weapons out of action, “‘Inrnefl his 
attention ” to a “ train-load of junuforeeinenls.'’ 
There was no cvitlericc that f/urtis wa*-* an 
Irishman — as a matter of fact he eanie from tlie 


little Knglish fishing village of Newlyn, hard 
by the Land’s Fnd ; but at any rati' lu^ was 
imdonbtetlly filled with thi' combatant spirit 
of th<' famous old Indian fight<‘rs who, under 



PRIVATE NORMAN HARVEY, 
Royal Inniskillinit F'uslHers. 


t!i(‘ 'i\*rritorial system, heea.me flu* Dublin 
F^iisili<*rs. 

'Two m('mh(‘rs of f he 2nd Ihittalion Leinst(»r 
Reginaait Si‘rgt*a.nt »h'hn O’Neill, M.iM , an<l 
Private* Martin Moffat won the* Cross on 
()et'Obi*r 14, the sta’geant n*‘a.r Moorses'le anel 
the* ])rivat(* n<‘ar L<*de*gh<‘m. 'The' ad\'an<*i^ of 



SHKGT. H. A. CURTIS, 
Royal Dublin F'u5iiier8. 


0'N»‘iirs coinpany wa- eheekf’d, not only by 
Iwo ina<hin«‘-giins, but jilso l>y a ( k*rman fl<*kl 
l>attery wliir-h was firing over op<*n sights, so 
that the po.'>itit>n was as dangerous as e*ould 
},n de-sired Rut s-rgeant O’Neil! haei no 
h'^sitfition in hurling liimself into the? ve ry jaws 
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TUKNINC; ONH OF THK F:NEMY’S GUNS ON HIMSELF. 


of 110(1 nt llu* htnid of onl\- 11 intn'pid 

iiu'ri lit' char^t'd tli(' battory, so ovorvvludni* 
in^ly that no fowta* tluiii four ti‘.dd ^iiiis w('r»^ 
(Mptiirod, and two niaohint'-^iuis a!id U> 
prisoners also wore taktai. "L’bo sor^jctaint luid 
a jjjaiius for this spi*c*i*il form of work, for on 
th(^ morning of tho Kith, witli imly oii(» man, 
ho riislu'd a (h^rman machino-.mm position, 
roiitt'd abimt 100 of the enemy and eansod 
many casualties. It was told of him t liat 
tliron^hout these operations he displayed the 
most remarkabU' eonrajj;e and )>owers of 


leadershi]). IVivate ^1 art in Moffat ’s exploit 
was on the same bold scale, tJajiigh if differed 
somewliat in d(‘tail, for info his partieiilar 
fi^htiii^ there eana' the ('lenient of bombs. 
On the 14th h(‘ was advancing with a hardy 
little liand of five comrades across the o]>(‘n 
when the party suddenly came under Jicavy 
rill.' lirt'. at ch^se r.iTige from a strongly held 
house. Here was (jiie of those cases of touch- 
and-go with death which did not alh^w of a 
moment’s hesitation ; and Moffat fairly rmhed 
towards the house through a hail of bullets. 
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LANGK-COKPOKAL W. H. GOI.TMAN, 
North Staffordshire Ke^imcnr. 

tJirowinfT l>omhs, iitid <Iumi worked <<» tlie biiek 
t)f 1 lu' liousi' 4111(1 ru.sh<‘(l (lie (l(K>r .singh*- 
luiti(l(*(k killin^jC two Jiiid (.*iipturinjj; 30 (►!’ the 
(MKMny. Xothiii^ hut sli(M*r pluek, swil‘t!U“^s 
of 4ic*tioii 4 i,ricl iiiit I4iti\'(* <‘oiild (‘\'(‘r Jiu ve hroiiglif 
11 luMii alivt^ out (.)f sucli a dangerous situation 
a.s tliis. 

Xoblt*- work in tiMidiiig and saving wound«Ml 
iindc'r fire* g4iVH» tlie (.'ross to S(*eond l^itMiteniint 
James Jolinson, .‘Okli Hattalion Northuinher 
lantl l^^isi liters, f wanet'-CJorf loral W . 11. (^)lt man. 
I).(\!\r M.M., ] /(itii Ikdialion, Xortli Staffonh 

shire R-egina'nt (T.F.) and J*j-i\'4it(‘ \N\ K. 

Holmes, 2nd Ihittalion (h'enadier (Juiirds, 
all in tli(* early days of Oetoher. f)n the morn- 
ing of the 14th. during operjitions liy strong 
patrols south-west of W’e/. Mjiefjuart , Johnson 
r('])eIhMl fretpieiit eountt*r-at 1 aeks, and for six 
hours, und(U' }r*avy fin*, he held the (termans 
baek. When at length he was ordered to retire, 
he was the last to leave the adv4me(‘d posit iiMi ; 
but h(^ earritsl i\, wounded man with him, 
and three times afterwtirds this eouragofais 
offic'i’T, who sIiow'cmI eJieerfuhiess in \'<tv dis- 
piriting surrcjiindings, r(‘turne<l and brought 
ill badly w'ounded num, doing this in spit" 

intense hostil(‘ maehinf‘-gun fire and with a. 
<lisregard of dang(‘r whieli inspired all who saw 
him. Coltman was aeJing as a stretcher- 
)>earer during the operations at Afannetjuit* tlill, 
north-east of Setpiehart, on Oetolx r 3 and 4, 
and unceasingly, for 48 )K>urs, lu* tende*J the- 
W't)unde<I. Ih'ariiig that w'l^unded had been 


left b.^hind during a retiivaiii'iit, ho, on his ow’ii 
iiiitiativt', w'ent torw'ard alone m the fm*e ot 
fierei* enfilade fire, tn\ind t lu' wound(>d, dress 'd 
th(^m and on tliriM' sue(*i*ssi va* oeeasions savi'd 
eomrad(‘s livt's by (*ari’\*ing tlnan on liii* bju'k 
to sat(4\" 1 he (uiardsinan sacrificed himst'lf 

in fulfilling this high purpn>.(* ; but- not Indore 
lit* had been the nn-ans of saxing tlit' livi‘s of 
sovend ot his comrades. 4’his was on October 
9, 4it. (^4it t cnieii's. Ilninu's had iilreadx^ etirried 
in two men uialta' int4*ns»‘ tii'c an«l was at ft aiding 
to ii thii'd ea.se when In* was sevi'n*l\" xvoundi'il. 
Tn spite of his sufti i-ing h»‘ (*ontinue<l t<> eariy 
w'ound'Mi. and was '.liorflx* a.ft (‘Pwa rds {vgain 
woundeci. this 1 ime nior!all \ . tnilt man eanu* from 
Winshill, Hurt on-on -'Trent . and th(‘ (inaiadim' 
trom Did 1)1*00 In., ncar\\'in(‘hnit‘re, ( ilonec'stershire 
'To th(* 1 j:i.ncashi n* t'usilit'i*s' ext raordinar\’ 
roll of Oi'osscs tor t h»“ war was add(*d S(‘rgeant 
JiUin'S (Ma.i‘k(‘. I .It h Hatta.lion, of lioehdali^, 
his remarkiible deeds ln'ing a(*com| ilislw'd with 
the vairidl lu‘lp of ba x'oiaf , Lewis gun a.nd 'Tank 
and the exereis(* (»f nra'oniinon vahair and 
d('Votion. (Jai’kc* was conmmnding a phitoon 
at. Hapf )<‘garb(‘ on Novernln r 2. a.nd was heading 
his iiK'ii with gn'a.t det (rminat ion w h(*n heavy 
nau’hint* gun tir«* lield them up. 'Tin* serge4i.nl 
fhertaipon rushed forward through a thick ridge 
wJiicJi was stronglx’ laid, eaptnr(*d four nni- 
ehin(*-guns in suce(‘ssi(m, and, si ngle- lamded , 



SEC. LIhUI HNAN 1 JAxVlHS JOHNSON, 
Northumberland E'usiHers. 
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bayoneted the crews. He afterwards led the 
remnants of his platoon to the capture of three 
machiue-guns and many prisoners. With sc^ven 
machine-guns and iiunK^roiis captives to his 
cn^dit (!?larke rc'siimed operations later in the 
<lay, wIkti his jdatoon was held up by machine- 
guns. This time he had managed to get control 
of a Tank, wliich he successfully led against 
the Ch'rmans over very exposed ground. On 
the following day the attack was continued. 



PKIVATF W. E. HOI.MES, 
Grenadier Guards. 

and (^larke gainerl his olijf'clive and took many 
mf)ro prisoners, at the sann^ tiint^ iiuist .skilfully 
organizing his line and holding up the < h*rmans. 
On Novtnnbtu* 4, in the attack on the Oi.se- 
Sainbre Oanal, S('rg(*ant Clarke, under heavy 
fin* from the* canal bank, rushed forward with 
a J.«ewis-gim tc*aiii in the face of an intense 
barrage*, a-nd fiaving brought the weapon into 
action tTfectively sih^riced the (hn’inan* fire, 
and so cnahk'd his company to advance aiul 
giiin their object iv't*s 

Thrt'c Territorials were amongst the winners 
of the Cross iii the later days of October — 
ljii*utenant William Davidson Bissett, 1 /tith 
Battalion Argyll and Sutiu'rland Highlanders 
(T.F.) ; Sergi'ant John l^nmton Daykins, 
2/4th Battalion Vork and Baiieaster B<*giinent 
(4\F.), and Ih’ivate Francis Oeorgt* Miles, 
l/rjh Battalion (llouet'stershiro Regiment 
(T.F,). Bis.sett distinguished himself on 
October 25, when commanding a platoon east 
of Maiag, Ho had led his platoon to its objec- 
tive wi th great dash. Later, owing to casualties, 
he took command of the company and handled 
it with great skill when his left dank had been 


turned by a determined German counter- 
attack. The danger compelled a withdrawal 
to the railway, but by carrying out this move- 
ment Bissett temporarily saved the situation. 
His men had exhausted their ammunitioii and 
the Germans continued to advance in force, 
so that a critical situation was brought about. 
Bissett now, under heavy fire, mounted the 
railway embankment and called upon his 
men to charge with the bayonet. Such an 
order was very welcome to the Highlanders, 
and enthusiastically responding they swept 
upon the Germans with the steel an<l drove 
them back with heavy loss. That splenditl 
triuinpli wa.s followed by another charge 
forward, with the result that the subaltern 
established his line. 

The church at Solosmes was an objective 
on October 20, when Sergeant Daykins was 
carrying out operations with “12 remain- 
ing men of his platoon.’* In face of lioavy 
opposition he w'orked his way towards the 
church. Through his prompt action his party 
were able to rush a machine-gun, and in 
severe hand-to-hand fighting which followed, 
the sc‘rgeant personally disposed of many 
Germans and secured his objective, his party 
taking 20 prisoners and inflicting many casual- 
ties on the enemy. So far Sergeant Daykins 
and his gallant dozen had done very well 
indeed, but that was only part ol the day’s 
goofl work, for anotlier niachine-gun, which 
w’iis holding u[> a portion of his company, w^as 
located and iiad to be dealt with. Daykins 
now acted alone, and under heavy fire he 
worked lii*s w'ay to the hostile post, so 
successfully that shortly afterwards he 
returned with 25 prisoners, and an eueiiiy 
machine-gun, “ which he mounted at his 
post.” Daykins belonged to Jedburgh, Scot- 
lan<l. 

The per.‘’orniance of Private Milos was bril- 
liant and siicce.ssfiil in every way ; it w'as, indeed, 
one of the finest of the achievements wdiich had 
been cTodited to Territorials. On October 23, 
during the advance against the Bois L’Fvoque, 
his company was hedd up by a line of German 
machine-guns in the sunken roatl near the 
Moulin J. Jacques. The situation w’as one of 
great danger and did not admit of any delay, 
and realizing this Private Miles, acting alone 
and on his own initiative, went forward under 
exceptionally heavy fire. Success attended 
his courageous conduct, for ho located a 
machine -gmi, shot the gunner and put the 
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BAYONET CHARGE ON 

weapon out of action. He now observed 
anotlier machine-gun near by, and again 
atlvancing alone he shot the gunner, rushed 
the gun and captured the team of eight. 
Privates Abies at last stood up and beckoneHl 
to his company, and tlu' nuai, atding on his 
signals, were able to work rouml the rear of 
the line and to capture no fc*w('r than 10 
inachine-guns with an ofhcc'r and 50 otlua* 
ranks. Tliis excellent result was du(' to the 
courage, initiative an<l entire disregard of 
j>ersoiial dangc^r which Private Mil(»s hatl 
shown. Mill's was a native of Poli’ford, in 
( n 1 oucest t'rshirc. 

Coinpauy-Sergeant-Major Afartiii Doyle, of 
the 1st J3attalio!i Royal Munsti'r l^'usilii'rs. 
found himself on Septi'inber 2, near Riencourt, 
in command of the coihpany, owing t(» oOiirer 
casualties, ami lie soon had t'xcei)t ional ojipor- 
tuiiities of proving that h<* [)Ossessed great. 
]iowers of command, St'cing that some of our 
men were surrouiided by ( h'rmans la* lc*d a. party 
to their help. Ry skill and leadership he 
worked his way along the tren<*hes, kilUul 
sevt'ral of tin* enemy and extricateil the party, 
making his gooil work all the more* ]a*aisewort hy 
by carrying back, uiuler lu'avy fire, a wounded 
ollicer to a place of saft'ty. Lati*r in the <la.y 
the sergeant-major saw a '^l^ink in difliculties 
and he rose at once to the ran* possibilities of 
tlu* occasion. Rushing forward under intense 
fire, he routed thc^ Dermans who were trying 
to get into th"* Tank, and yireventod the* ad vanc<3 
of another hostile party which was collecting 
for a further attack on the Tank. Such a 
prize was well w’orth fighting for, and the 
fk?rinans w’cro determined not to let it lightly 
go ; the sergeant-major was as resolute that 
they should not have it, and so the contest 


A MACHINE-C;UN POST. 

bt'caine hot and furious. The (Germans 
managiMl to open a ma.chine-guti on the Tank 
at close range and for tht^ time bc*ing made it 
iinpossibh' to get the wounded away ; but 
l)oyU^ with perfect bravery rusht'd forward, 
and, single-lianded, silenced the? gun and 
capturt'd it, with three* yirisoners. Ih^ thc'ii 
carri(*d a wounded ina-n to safety, under very 
hi'avy fir^^ I^atc'r in tin* day, when his position 
was counti*r-atf ackiM I by t Ik* (h'l'ina-ns, he 
again yiroved his fitness to command, and 
diovo them liack, t*apturing many prisoners. 



LIEUTENANT W. D. HISSRTT, 
Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders. 
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Snrgeaiit -Major Doylo oaiiio from Now Koss, 
0>. Woxfoni. 

'rvviot^ ill St'ptombcr — on tho 18tli at Hos.snoy 
and on tho 21st Corporal A. L. Lewis, 6th 
l^attalion Noi l hainptonsliire Regiment, showetl 
tho utmost courage. On the first-named day, 
wlien eommanding a section on tlie right of an 
attacking line he* was held ujj by intense 
machirif'-gun firf‘. Set'ing that two Ccu'iuan 
ma.chin(‘-gu?is (enfilading the line Ik^ (*rawl(*d 

^ forward singl(‘-hand(*d and ]>oml)(‘d tlie guns 
sucfeessfully. Later, by rifh‘ fire, h(‘ caused th(e 
whole f(‘am to surnaider, a.nd sf» enablfMl the 
line to a.dvanc(‘. On tin* 21st ( ‘orporal L(‘wis 
again showed gr(*a( powers of coinmand, but, 
having rusliied his company t hrough thet'iK'iny 
barrage, la* was killed wliilst getting his men 
under cov(*r from lieavy machira'-gun fine. 

'riu* awards under considerat ion contained 
f}iri?(e morte n'cipients ]>elonging to Rritish 
negunents — J^i(‘ut enant V. \V\ lf(‘dg('s, Jk*d- 
fordsliir(^ Regiment, attaelif'd (Ith Battalion 
Northarnpto!ishir(‘ KeginuMit ; 8(‘rg(‘ant h'. Ck 
Jtiggs, M.M., ^'ork and Laiieaster Regim<»nt, 



IMOVATH F. G. MILFS, 
Gloucestershire Reitiment. 


and (k>rporal K. hh Kleock. M.M., 11th Battalion 
Royal Scots. Lieutenant lfedg(‘s, on October 
24, during the oj)erations north-(‘ast of lhaisies, 
led his com]>tiny with giH^at skill towards the 
filial obji'ctivt'. 1 te maintained dirc'ction undi'r 
t iu' most ditlicult conditions, and when machine- 
gun posts h'dd up t ht' advance, the lieutenant, 
accompanied by om^ sergeant, and followed at 
some cfinsiderable distan<-*<' by a Lewis gun 
section, again advanced with so much deter- 
mination that he capture<l six machine-guns 
and 14 prisoners ; his gallantry and initiative 


enabling the whole line to advance. The honour 
to iS(*rgeant Riggs was posthumous. On the 
morning of October 1, near Epinoy, he had k'd 
his platoon through strong uncut wire, under 
severe fin*. He C(jntinued straight on, and 
although losing h(*avily through flanking fin* 
he n'acht^d his obji'ctive, whf^n* he rushed and 



SKKGEANT J. B. DAYKIN^, 

York and Lancaster Ref^iment. 

capt un'd a inaehine-gun. Afterwards Riggs 
handled two (*aptured guns \\ith gr(*at ef'fcet 
and causod oO (h*rinans to surrc‘nd('r. It was 
whilt* the siugeant, nt a Iat(*r stage, was chtH'r- 
fully (*ncouraging his m(‘n to resist, an advance 
in forci*, and (‘xhorting them to light to th(‘ last, 
that he was kilk'd. (’orponvl Elcock won 
renown when in comma-nd of a J^ewis gun t<*am 
on October 15, south-east of Capelh* St. (y%T,th('- 
riiK*. Acting entirely on his own initiative', 
tlu* (‘orporal rushed his gun up to within 10 
yards of two ( ccrman guns which W(*re causing 
heavy casualties and holding up the adv^ance. 
He put both the hostile guns out of action, 
captured five |)risoners and undoubtedly sav'ed 
the whole attack from being held up; wlnle 
afterwards, near the' River Lys, lie again 
attacked a Oerinan machine-gun and captured 
the crew. 

A considerable proportion of the Crosses 
included in these lists were awarded to ov(*rsea 
sokliers, and the awards were an indication of 
the ext(*nt to which these troops had shared 
in the concluding operations and tho manner 



THE TIMEf^ HH^TOnY OF THE WAR. 





GORl’OKAL A. 1.. I.HWIS. 

Northamptonshire Ke^imenl. 

ill wliu'h thoy had iiiaiiitaiiii'd flicir ri'iiiitalion 
i*r»r valour and rosour<‘o. d lio Australiau 
Imperial Force ma.<lc a hravc show m ( he 
records and the decoration was yiven to many 
odicers and men who helonneil to re^timents from 
('anada. Nothing could ex.e<-ed the daring 
aial initiative of these oversea soldiers, many ol 
whose exploits were on the grand seal.- and w.-ri- 
alten.led with a success eomiuensnrate with tiu- 
a.i.la.-ity which ha.l marl«-.l th.-ir aehi.-v.-ment. 
Inelnde<l in th<- A.I.K. reeipi.-nts w.-re t lu- 
following liv.- ..dicers: -Afaj..!- Hlair An.l.'rs.>n 
VV'ark, D.S.O., .'5211.1 I5attali.)n : Li.-nl.-nant 

K.lgar Th.-mas 'r..wn.-r, Af.C., 2...! I5att.di..n 
A.istralian Macliin.- Gun Corps; l.,i<-nt.-i(aiit 
Lawrenc- Dominic McCarthy, Kith I5alt.di..n; 
Lient.-nant Joseph Maxa.-ll, M.C., l>.l A'-, 
18th Battali..!!, and JJ.-nt.-iiant Gi-..rg.- .Morhy 
Ingrain, M.M., 24th Kaltalion. 

“ ITis w.>rk was invaluable ” w.is ..di.-ially 
rt-.cor<U-d of Maj..r Wark, wl... sh..w.-.l th.- 
gr.-atcst conraii.-, skilful l.-ading an.l .l.•v..ti..n 
to duty throughout the. str.-n.ions p.-ri...l, 
Septcinb.-r 2!> to Oct. .her 1, in th.- op.-rations 
against the Hin.l.-nbnrg TJnc at H.-lliconrt an.l 
the .ulvancc thr..ugh Xauroy. Ktri.-.a.rt, M.igny 
La FO.S.SC, and Joncourt. Un.I.-r li.-avy fir.- ..n 
September 29 th.- major pcrs..nally r.-c..n- 
noitred a position, an.l having Id his coinman.l 
forward at a critical p.-ri.-..!, r.-st..r.-.l tin- 

situation. He inovt-d fearlessly at tlw h. lul 
of his troops, and at times fur in advonce of 


tlifiM, tlu'in on tliroii^li Nmiroy niid 

towanis KtriiMiurt. W'liili' still loadmj,; 
his n-^saiilt i ii>i cnnipafaf's ]Major Wark saw a 
hattorv^ i)t‘ 77 miii. ^iiiis tiring on his rtnir 
I’oiiipanios a-n<l c-aiisin^ ln'avv oasna It ic*s. '^I’horo 
was now ail npport unit \- tor I hr olliriM* to <hs- 
tin^^nish liiin.s<>lt\ ainl lu‘ })roniptl\' took it. Ho 
roIlrrtiMl a h'w ot’ his nu*n amt iiiaih' snrli an 
oviTW lirhniiiG rnsli on tia' hatt<‘rv that ho 
rapton tl ttair s-Oins nnil ton of t hr rrrw . Ha\ in^ 
il<nu‘ that, hi' nioxril rapiilix forwaril, arroin- 
paiiH'il l>\- onl\' two nnn-i‘oinniissionr(l olliri'rs, 
ami sui'prisril ami rapturnl aO (Jriinans, tia* 
srrnr of this hrilliant rxploit hnn^ m ar Ma^j:ny 
1 .^a l''o.sst*. On Ortohrr I Major Wark aihlrd 
to thr tinr rrpntalion which hr had inadr in 
action h\' ii^aiu nnhrsit at in^l\ dasliin^ forward 
and silt'ncin^ imicliinr-^nns which wi'n* causing 
laaivv casualtic's. 

JJrutrnant Towner showed t host* i^rt'at 
powt'rs of t'lulnranci* and rt'sourrot iiinr.ss whiidi 
had ht't'ii tlisplayt'd in a marked dr^n'r hy 
ovrrsi*a troops to whom the (^I'oss ha<l hern 
a-wardf'd. A prolon^(‘d strain in tiim' ol j^rrat- 
strrss was made nptm him. and hr liort* it- with 
uidlinc-hinj.^ fortitude. Hr was in c-harj^o of 
four \’irkrrs enns on St ptrmiMM- I in t ho 
attack on Mont St. t^lurntin. Sin^h'- 

ha-ntltMl hi^ located and (‘apt lin'd, during' 

the early start's of the advanrt', an (*nrmy 
inarliinr-gun w hicli was (‘ausinjj; casualties, 
ami inlli('t(‘<l st'X't'n* losses uptni tlu' (a'lmans 
hy turning d on them. He aftnwards rut off 



CO.-SFKGKANT-MAJOR MARTIN UOYLH 
Royal Munster Fusiliers. 
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and capturocl 25 Germans by skilful and tactful 
handling of his guns, after which he gave 
valuable siippf»rt to the infantry advance by 
fc*arless reconnaissance under heavy lire and 
by tlie energy, foresight and promptitude with 
which 1 k‘ brought fire to bear on various 
groups of tic'rmans. There came a time when 
J^ieutenant Towner ran short of aiiimunition, 
wliereupon lie secured a (ierman machiiu^-gun 
and, mounting this, courageously fired it in 
full view of the enemy, forcing them to retire 



LIEUTENANT F, W. HEDGES, 
Bedfordshire Regiment. 

farther, and making it possible for our own 
infantry to a.dv*mce. 'This lieutimant had the 
misfortune bi' wounded, but that did not 
wtMiken his lietermiiiation to hoM on, and under 
intense fin' he kept this gun in action at a very 
critical iieriod. ’^rowiau's work was not yet- 
<lone —during the following night he steadied 
a small detached ])ost ami gave it valuable 
supptirl, the men hemg greatly inspired by the 
lii'utt'nant 's (‘oolness and chei*rfulness. Through- 
out the whole of this night h(' kept close watcli 
on the <'nt'm\' movements by personal recon- 
naissance', and it was not- until he was exhaustcMl, 
hours afti*r bv'ing wounded, that he was 
evacuntcel. 

l^ieutenant McCarthy's acts weav of the 


bravest and most resolute description, and 
they were conspicuous even amongst the many 
extraort Hilary single-handed exploits of the 
war. On tla^ morning of August 23, in atta<*k 
near Madame Wood, east of Wrmandov'^ill(‘rs, 
nortli of Chaulnes, his own battalion attained 
their objectives without serious opposition, 
but the' battalion on tlie left flank was heavily 
opposed by well-posted machine-guiis. Seeing 
wdiat was happening. McCarthy at once eii- 
gagcil the neare'st machinc-giin post, but still 
the attacking troops failetl to get forward, 
whi'reupon iui dctcrmiiu'd to attack tiie nearest 
post. Leaving his men to continue the fire 
fight, the lie'utcTiaiil , with two companions, 
daslu'd across the opt'n and reached tlie block. 
Hi' was no\v single-hamled, as he laid out - 
distanced his comrades, and then' were serious 
f)l)staelt's and ojiposilion to ovt'rccane ; lint 
McCarthy mastert'd tluan, and having capturi'd 
(he gun, h(' contimiid to fight liis way down a 
trench, infli(‘ting heavy casualties and captur- 
ing thri'c more machim'-guns. Hy tliis time 
(he officer was aViout 700 yanls from his start- 
ing point, and was joined by one of bis mi'ii. 
3'his resistless pair now’ wi'iit up the tn'nch 
together, bombing until touch was established 
w ith an ad joining unit . Th<' amazing eliai'acti'r 
of Lieutenant McCarthy's work during “this 
most daring advance'” is best show’ii by the 
fact that, smglc'-hamU'd, lu' killcsl no fewi'r 
than 20 of tlie ('iii'iny, and in addition catituri'd 
mac*hine-guns and 50 prisoners. It was 
re<*orded of him (hat liis gallant and tlt'tc'rmined 
action saves! a. critical situatieai, pre'vi'ntesl 
many casualtk's, and was mainly, if not 
e'ntire'ly, n'speaisiblc for (lie final obje'ctivi* 
being (ake*n. 

Throughout October 3 T^ic'iitc'nant Maxw’ell set 
a high exeimpU' of personal courage*, ex<*ellent 
juelgme'iit anel cpiiek ilf'eision in attack on the* 
lk'auri*V’oir-Konse_)mme line ne^ar Kstree's, nortli 
of 8t. Ouentin. Larly in tlie^ advance his 
c*om])a,ny eommamler was severely wouneleel, 
and ^hixwell at once* took charge. When, 
under intense' fiiv, the* enemy wire* was reached 
it was found to be* e'xet'ptionally strong anel 
cleisi'ly su]ipea-ti*d by ma-c'liiiie-guns. The 
officor ])usheHl forw’ard single-handed through 
(he wire, eaptiiivd tlie most dangeious gun 
and kille'd three Gt'nnans anel maele feair 
prisont'Fs. J.*ie'utt‘iuint Maxw’c'll had t'nablesl 
his company to ]ienc*t rate* the wure* and reach 
Hie* ejbjt'ctive, and having done that, he again 
dashed forw’anl and sik'iieeil, single-handed, a 
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Cerman gun which was holding up a flank 
company. At a later stage, with only f wo men, 
he tried to cap! nre a strong party of t he tMiemy ; 
he very skilfully handled a. “ most involvc'd 
situation/’ and it was iluc» to his ri‘sourc(‘ that 
ht‘ and his comrades eseapt'd. 

T^ieutenant Ingram “ dashed «)iit ami rusho<l 
the ])ost at the la^acl of his intMi, capturing nint^ 
machine-guns and killing 42 enemy after 
stubborn rtvsistanee." Such was part <»f thi' 
work of this oftieer dining the attack on 
Montbrehain, east of l*cronnt\ on October i>. 
Early in the advance' Ingram's platoon hail 
been hi4d up by a strong point and lu* iin- 
la'sitat ingly solved tin* difllculty by this 
triumphant rush. J^ater, wlu'ii t!ie eoin]>any 
had sufferc'd scwia-e casualtii's from (J<*rman 
posts, LieutiMia.nt Ingram, many leadei*s having 
fallen, took control of things, ainl luiving 
rallied his men undi'r inti'ust^ tire la* led them 
foi-ward. He promptly did what s<i many 
of his o\'('rsi'a comradi*s had doia* : la* himself 
rushefl the first ])osf, shot six (l(‘rmans and 
(Niptui'i^d a ma<*hine-gun, thus o\'(‘r<*oming 
serious resistance. 4''wi<‘(' aft<*rw'ai*<ls tla* otliccr 
showi'il gresat, dash and resourci* in <‘apturing 
(h'rman posts, making the highly sat isfactoiy 
}>a.g of (12 prisoners aial indicting many casual- 
ties. 4’hroughout tla* whole day Ingram 
ft‘a,rk‘ssly eX|)osed himsi'lf and set tla* most 
inspiring exampli^ of bra.V(*ry and lea(l«'rshi|). 

'riiriM' Crosses wi*rt' ])ost hunaaisly awardi'd 
to iiaanbers of the A.I.K. : Privato K. M. 

Heatham, 8th Hattalion ; Pilvati' It. Mactii'r, 
2.‘h'<l Hattalion, aral Corporal A. H. Iha*kley, 
.’)4th Hattalion. Jiefore he met his dt'afh, 
lk*atham had inspir<*d all I’aiiks by his valour. 
During th(^ attack north of Kosici-es, east, of 
Amitais, on August- d, thi* advaia*<‘ la*ing held 
up >>y la'avy niai*hine-gun tiie, l*ri\"a(e Ik'atham 
dashtul forwartl, aial la*lptMl by only oia* man, 
boudx'd and fought the crews of four ( lerman 
machine-guns, killing 10 of th<* crM*my, captur- 
ing 10 others, aial so facilitating the advaia-e 
and saving many casualties. In jicrfomiing 
his most usi'ful work Heatham was w'outaled, 
but he insisted on carrying on and succiu'di'd 
in riwhing thi^ final obji‘cti\'c. Cndaiinted 
he again dashed forward ami bombc'd ainacdiine- 
gun, and it was while undertaking this clariiig 
enterprise that lu* was riddleil with lailh'ts 
and killed. 

Mac*t.ier and HiU'klt'V won their (losses on 
the same day, Septembin* I. On that morning, 
during the attack on th(' village r>f Mt. St. 


Quentin, before tlu^ advance of the battalion, 
it was neci‘ssary to ck'ar up sevt'ral eniany 
strong points clos4> to our lini'. Hombing 
patrols w hi<*h luul bi't'u sent, forw’ard hail faileil 
to make the c!caram*e, and so the hattalion 
was not- able to mo\e. It was at this stage of 
dciadlock that Prixate Macticr, single-handed, 
ami in daylight, jumped out i>f a (reneh, rushed 
past the hloclv and fearlessly clos<*vl with and 
killed th*' machini‘-gim garrison of eight nu'n. 
'This he jiccomplished with his lexolxei* and 



IdKUTHNANT LAWKBNCK H. McCAKlIIV, 
16tli Hattalion A.I.H'. 

bombs, liiiisliiiig this particular* task by throw- 
ing 1 111 * machine-gun over the parapet . Mact iirr 
now ludierl forwai’d about. 2n yards and 
jum])cd into another strong point which was 
hcM hva gai iison of half-a-do/.en men. I'rohafily 
th'se knew of t.hc fate of (heir ciainlrymen, 
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at any rate they immecliatoly surrendered. 
Private Mactior continued through the trench 
to the next block and disposed of a hostile 
tnachirie-gim which had been enfilading our 
flank advancing troops ; he then, unfortunately, 
was killed by another machine-gun at close 
range. The great value of the priv’ate’s 



LIEUTENANT G, M. INGRAM, 

24th Battalion A.I.F. 

individual ht‘rt)ism and resolution was shown 
by the fact that it was entirtdy duc^ to him 
tiiat the battalion was able to inov^e on to its 
“ jumpinu-olT ” trench and carry out the 
succtJ.ssful captui’o, a few hours later, of the 
village of Mt. St, thientin. 

(>%irporal Buckley lost his lih^ in trying to 
save his comractes jit Peronne, during the 
operations on September 1 and 2. After the 
first ohjtHd iv'o liad been passed his half company 
and part of the compatiy on the flank wenj 
hold up by a Germixn machine-gun nest, 
whereupon Buckley, with one man, ruslied 
the ])ost and sliot four of the occupants and 
took 22 prisciiicrs. Later on reached a 

moat and found tliat another (hMMiiaii machine- 
gun nest coiuii\anded thi' oidy av'ailahle foot- 
bridge. Whilst this was bei?ig engag<»d from 
a flank the cor]^oral tried to cross the brklge 
and rush the post, but lie was killed in making 
the courageous effort. 

The following nine non-commissioned oflicei's 
md men of the A.I.F. were also awarded the 
Victoria Cross ; Sergeant G. Sexton, 13th 


Bn. ; Sergeant A. D. Lowerson, 21.st Bn. ,• 
Corporal A. C. Hall, 54th Bn. ; Lce.-Corpl. 
B. S. Gordon, M.M., 41st Fin. ; Corporal L. C. 
Weathers, 43rd Bn. ; Private O. Cartwright. 
33rd Bn. ; Private J. P. Woods, 4Sth Bn. . 
Private W. M. Curroy, 53rd Bn. ; Private J, 
Ryan, 55tli Bn. 

Sergeant S:^xton neither faltered nor tooI< 
cover iluring the operations in which he spt*. 
cially distinguished hiiisolf on September IS 
•n the attack msar Le Vergiiicr, north-west of 
St. Quentin. The advance was very seriously 
opposed and lie performed great feats 
bravery in dealing with hostile machine-guns 
and rtishing German posts. When the advan<j(* 
hjul passed the ridge at T^e Verguier his atten- 
tion was dircKd-ed to a party of Germans who 
wore manning a bank and to a field gun which 
was causing casualties and holding up a coni- 
pany. Calling to liis section to follow liiin. 
Sergeant Sexton unlH\si( atingly rushed down the 
bank and killed the gunners of tlie field gun ; 
t hen, djsrc^garding ma(diino-guii fire, ho rcturiKnl 
to the bank and, after firing down some dug- 
outs, “ induced ** about 30 Germans to sur- 
render. When the advance was continued 
from the first to the second objective, the com- 
pany was again held uf) by machine-guns on 
the flanks ; but, supported by auotlier platoon, 
tlie serg(Mint disposed of tlu^ hostile guns, 
and at a later stage he again showed the “ most 
conspicuous initiative ” in capturing GermaM 
posts and machine-guns, and when it came to 
<ligging-in he gave his company iiivaluabk? 
supjiort. 

Throughout a wt^ek of operations Sergeant 
Low(»rson continually influenced the men 
s(‘rving under him by his exam])le ; his finest 
ilisplay of bravery and tactical skill being on 
September 1. during the attack on Mt. St. 
Quentin. Rarly in the attack very strong oppo- 
sition was encountered and the Germans stub- 
bornly contested ev^t^ry foot of ground. There 
was htaVvy maeliine-gun fire, but disregarding 
this tlie sergeant mov^ed about ft^arlessly, 
<lirecting his men ami encouraging them to 
still greater effort, with the happy res^ult that 
at last he lerl tliem on to the objective. FTaving 
reached this Lowt^rson saw that the left attack- 
ing party was held up by an enemy strong post 
which was manned with a dozen machine-guns. 
Under the heaviest sniping and machine-gun 
fire he rallied seven men, and with tliis mere 
handful as a storming party he rushe<l the 
post, having directed liis band to attack the 
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Hanks, and so effoctiv’-oly bombed and fought 
that tho whole of the 12 guns were cap- 
tured. with 30 prisoners. The sergeant had 
been severely wounded in tho right thigh, 
but he refused to leave the front line until the 
prisoners had been disposed of and the post 
thoroughly organized and consolidated. 

The region of Peronne, at the beginning of 
September, gave an extraordinary numlx'r 
of Crosses to ineuibers of tlu' A.I.F., for in 
addition to the east's instanced there wt're thost' 
of Hall, Weatliers, Currey and Cartwright, 
all of whom won fame at or near Peronne. 
During the attack on September I a ma<‘hine- 
gun post was checking the advanc'c'. Kail, 
single- handetl, rushed thi* ))osition, shot four 
of the occupants of the ])ost and capture'*! 
iiiiu' other ( Germans and two machine-guns. 
TIkmi he crossed th*' *d)jective with a small 
party and gave c^xctdlent cov^t'ring sn 2 ')]>ort to 
the rest of the com[)any. Corporal Krdl 
persisted in keeping continuously in advance 
of the main party, an<i this enabled liim to 
locate oiuauy posts of resistance. Having made 
these discoveries he personally led parties to tin 
as.sault, and in this way lie cajitnnMl many small 
bodies of prisoners and a. number of machine- 
guns. Th(^ heavy work of tho 1st was followed 
by a crowning act of courage by th*' corporal, 
who, during a severe barrage, carrit'd to sah'ty 
a dangerously wounded comrade wlio urg<'ntly 
needed mcHlical attention ; tlien Hall immo- 
diatoly roturiKMl to his jjost. 

Weathers was with an advanced bombing 
party north of Peronno on S(! 2 >tembor 2 when 
tht^ attack was held up by a strongly held 
German trench. Cor])oral Weathers, alone, 
went forward under heavy firo and attacked 
tho enemy with bombs. Thou he r<*turned 
to our linos for a furtht'i* supply of bombs 
and again w^emt forward, this time with thr«'e 
comrades, and attacked und*‘r very ln'avy lire. 
KScorning jjersonal dangi'r the corporal mounted 
the German jjarapet and bombed tlu^ tnjiich, 
and with tho support of his brave comrades 
captured throe macliine-guns and no fcav<'r I han 
180 prisoners. Tills was a very s])lendid deed, 
and it resulted not only in th*' successful cap- 
ture of the final objective, but also saved many 
of the lives of the corjioral’s comrades. 

Dauntless rushes on machine-gun posts 
characterized tno conduct of Private Currey 
in the attack on Peronne on the morning of 
September 1. The battalion was being badly 
punished by a 77 mm. field giui at very close 


range, when Currey unhesitatingly rushed 
forward nn<ler intt'nse machin*'-gun fire and 
ca])tnred the weji])ou single-lmndt'd. after killing 
the «Mitire crew, am act which was something of 
a repetition of th*' pi‘rforman<*c against 77 mm. 
guns of Major W’ark, thougli Gurri'y s oppo- 
lu'iits Wt're not so fortunatt' as the major’s. 
A Lt'wis gun bt'eame Curn'y's ehoit'e at a lati r 
stagi*, wht'ii a ( h'rmau '-strong p<ant elu'cked the 
advanet' of t hi' left Hank. Creeping around 
the Hank the resourei'ful private engaged the 
post with the hew is gun, linally nishirig it 
singU'-luiniled and eausing many easnalties. 
It was enlii'elv' tlirongh the soldier's gallant 
I'ondnc't that 1 he sit nat ii >n was relieved and the 
advan<*e enabled to emitinue. Privati' Currey 
subsequc'nt ly volunteered to eairv orders for 
the withdrawal of an isolated (‘ompany, and he 



SEUUKANT A. II. I.OWKKSO.N, 
21st Hattalion A. 1.1'. 


suoCHjdod ill doiuK tliis in s|>itc of sli.-ll and 
rilli- firn, l•<•1lIndn)^ with valiial>l.- inf.irnnd inn. 

“ WnmltMlnl da-.ili, ^n-iin < Ind-nninal ion, ami 
co.uago of thf^ liiglinst, .>ril<T ” w.-rn rcfnnln.l of 
Pi ivuto Cartwi itilit, for liis la-liavionr on tlm 
iiioiuint! of Anmt.it .‘11, during tlm attack on 
Koad Wood, south-w«wt of lloiahavosiiort, 
near I’Vronne. Hia oxplciit was inarkrd by a 
.singularly direct siniplicity. Wlmti two cotii- 
panios wero hold up by inacbiiio-gun ni-c froiti 
tho soufch-westorn edge of tho wood, Cart- 
wright, without hoaitatiou, moved against th"! 
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gun “ in most deliberate manner,” under 
intemae fire. Ife shot three of the team and, 
having bombed the post, ca]>tured the gun and 
nine (Jlermans — rousing dee<l which had sueli 
an inspiring effect on the whole lino that it 
immediately rushed forward. 

Corporal (lordon was another outsUimling 
example of single-handed enterprises which 
wi‘/re rewardetl with very great success. On 
August 20 27, east of Bray, ho l<id his section 



i 


PRIVATK (J. CARTWRIGHT, 

33rcl Battalion A.I.F., congratulated by his friends. 

through heavy shell fire to the objective, which 
1 m> consolidated ; then, single-handed, ho 
attacked a (lermau machine-gim which wa.s 
t^nfilading the company on his right. So 
swift and skilful was this individiad onslanglit 
that the corporal killed the man on the gun 
and capturetl the pt)st, which contained an 
oHiccr aial 10 m«‘n ; tlien he clearc<l up a 
trench, sc*izing two machine-guns and making 
29 more ])risoiu*rs. Amazing as these <leeds 
were, they were not the total of Goinlon's 
achievements, for in clearing u]) furtlaa* 


trenches he took 22 prisoners, including an 
officer, and three machino-gims' Practically 
unaided, he captured, in the course of these 
operations, two officers and 61 other ranks, as 
well as six machine-guns, and throughout he 
showed ” a wonderful example of fearless 
initiative.” 

Pre(jisely the same courage and enterprise 
were displayed by Private Woods on Septem- 
ber 18, near Lo Verguifu*. With a weak patrol 
ho attaeketi and captured a very formidable 
German post, and, with the help of two com- 
rades, he held this against heavy countf^r- 
attacks. Prom all directions heavy fire w’as 
brought to hear ui)oii him, but Woods was 
(‘iitirely disrcgardfnl of the danger, and jump- 
ing on to a pai‘a|)f*t, he opened fire on th:^ 
affacking flermans, with excellent results; 
aufl this fire li(‘ maintained until help arrivefl. 

(.dinpleting this list of mefnhers of the A.T.K. 
was Private Kyan, wlio saved a particularly 
<langerons situation on September 30 during 
an attack against the llindenbiirg dehaices. 
Ryan was om^ of the first to reach a German 
trench in the initial assault on th(? enemy's 
positions, and it was v'cry largely due to “his 
exceptional skill and daring” that tlie hostile 
garrison was speedily overcome and the trench 
occupied. This ]>iomising beginning was fnl- 
IovvchI by a ctainter-aitack by thn Germans, who 
managed to establish a liomhing party in the 
rear of the position. The position now became 
critical, for there was fire from both front and 
rear, and vc‘ry prom])t action was imperativ^^. 
Ryan qiiiekly grasped situation and its 

iieccls, and tirganized ami UhI tlie men near him, 
with 1)01 nl) and bayonet, against the Gorman 
bombers, with the result that at last he reached 
the position ; but so hazardous had been the 
iimlertaking tliat only three men were left with 
liim. Again Ryan fell back upon the bayonet, 
and by skilful use of the steel the small j^arty 
killed the first three (derniaiis on the hostile 
flank. The privates now acte<l alone and, 
moving fearlessly along the embankment, he 
rushed the rest of the enemy with bombs. 
Ryan fell wounded after ho had driven the 
(Jerinans back, punishing them severely as they 
retirc’Kl across “ .Xo Plan's Rand.” 

3len from Ontario had established an un- 
coininonly fine I’ocord in connexion with tlie 
Crosses, and to the roll of recipients the follow- 
ing were adtleil : 

Captain B. S. Hiitclieson. Can. A. ^led. Corps, 
attached Toth Bn. 1st Central Ontario Rcgt. 
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I I rt tich nificial fyhotii*\ro{*^* 

A CAPTURED GERMAN MACHINE-GUN TEAM. 


(^v]>taiii .1. MaoCJn'^or, 2ncl 

C.Ar.R. Hn. 1st Cc'iitral Ontario Ro<^t. 

l-iiout. (J. K. Korr, M.(\, Al.M., lin. 1st 

Ct'iitral Ontario Roj^t. 

Liout. W. L. Algi(‘, late 20tli I5n. 1st Central 
Ontario R(*^t. 

Lient. (J, T. Lyal!, lt'2n<I Iln. 2n<l (Naitral 
Ontario Hegt. 

S(‘rp(‘ant, W. Alerrifield, 4tli llii. Central 
Ontario Re<:rt. 

Private C. J. P. Nnnney, M.M„ 

.*18th Rn. Kastcn-n Ontario Re^t. 

(Vxptain Hutth'^on, as a doetor, ]M‘rf(#rmed 
many bravo acts by whieh many livt^s were 
savotl, though only two oi- three of tfa^se w<‘rt^ 
reeorded in the oHicial story. His particular 
tlisj)lays of self sacritreing courage were on 
September 2, whcai, with the battalion, hes 
went through the Droeonrt-Queant Support 
Lino under the most in ten 4(5 firt? from artillery, 
rifles and macliiucf-guns. 4die (dliecr show»*d 
that utter disregard of his own saf(‘ty whieh 
had beei^mc almost a eharaeterist ie of our 
Army surgi^ons, and unhesitatingly and 

coolly remained on the field until ev'cry 
wounded man had receivetl attention. Cialer 
terrific maehino-gun and shell fire? ” (’aptain 
Hutcdieson dressed the wounds of a seriously 


wounded oHumm’ and, with 1 hr' help of Ins own 
men and prison(*rs he (*\’aeuale<l him t-o safr'ty, 
in spite of t ht‘, fact t liat thi‘ bi'arca* part y suffi'n'd 
h(‘avy casualtir's. lmnH*rliat<’ly aftr*r this t'x- 
hibitirjiL of fortitudr* and humanity tlu^ r-aptain, 
in full vir'W of t hr* (Jernauis, ami still undr*r 
luravy lirr^ from rilirs ami machine-guns, 
riishetl forward to t(‘nd a woundr*d s<‘]g<*ant, 
and having f>!a.er'd him in a. shrdl-hole, he 
dressr'd his woumls. ( ’aptain 1 1 utch(\sr)n 
})erformrMl many similar gallant acts." 

Captain Macth’r^gor was anot-hra’ instaner*- of 
a, wfMindr'd fightr*r carrying on in spitr^ of ail 
<lini<»ulties ami dangr*rs, ami of a man who, 
though /ror.v r/e romhaU yr*t su<‘rMM‘rl<*d in main- 
taining till? high stamlard rrl Irault'rship and 
dr‘vr>ti<jn whir_*h hr* harl sr*t himsr‘ll. Hiseouragrr 
and rairluranee w«*r<* showii m*ar (‘ainbrai, trr)m 
S(*ptr*mbr*r 211 to ()(4obr*r II. ^^hc^ whr)l<^ of 
^lact Iregru’ s heroir^ wra k was dom^ u mira* h<*a\’y 
firr*, witli the* arirhal peril of acting in broad 
daylight. Although Wfnimlrul iiri (jiishral <)n 
ami located somr^ machim^-guns whir-h wears 
che(*king t hr^ arlvaner*. It was broarl dayliglit 
and tirr^ fuitim from all rlirijet ions, hut with rifk; 
ami bayrmr-t, and single-hamlr^d, the captain 
] 3 nt thr^ (iraanan crews out of aetirjii, killing 
four anrl ttdxing eight prisrmras, thr* result of 
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his onorcfetic an<l siiceossful action being that 
many casualties were sav'cd and the advance 
was (aiableii to cc>iitinue. (Captain MacGregor 
reorganized his cf)iiimand and then performed 
tlu* nc'st valiial)le service of \isefuUy supporting 
iK'ighbouring troops, Tlio (hainans puhofl 
th(‘ms*‘Ivcs toir(‘< lu*r <atoug}i to n^sist stuljlx^rnly. 



CAPTAIN J. MAGGREtJOK, 

1st (Central Ontario Rej^iment. 

whf^nMipon Ma(4Jr('g()r went along the line, 
oi'ganizeil th<i platoons, tot)k eommatid of the 
liwling wavivs ami fontiinuMl the jidvanc-e 
Daylight dangers seem to have had some special 
charm for tliis Ganadiaii olliccM*, for late?-, after 
a. personal “ <laylight I’c'comiaissanet^ umha* 
hea\\v fire,” he established liis eomf>any in 
XeuN’ilU^ St. Uemy, the <lire(;t- result of this 
int rt'pidit \' being t hat the ad\'anco into 'Filloy 
was greatly helped. 

'^rh(’( ( ’rosses awarded to l^ieutcnants Kerr 
and byall were for their valour during the 
l^ourlon M’ood opeiations on Sept(unber 27. 
Kerr was in (*onunand of the left s\ip])ort 
eom]mjiy in attack and liandled it with great 
skill, giving tinu‘ly su])poit by outflanking a 
ma<*hine-gun which was impeditig the advance. 
Afterwards, iu*ar th<‘ Arras -Gambrai Road, 
the advance was again held up by a strong 
point, and this critical emergeiicy giive J.ieu- 
tenant Kerr tlu' chance to establish his reputa- 
tion as a lighter of 1 h<' utmost merit. '“‘Far 
ill advance of liis comjiany he rushed the 
strong point single-Jianded and with such 
overwhelming impetuosity that lie captured 


four machine-guns and no fewer than 3l 
prisoiici*s. 

bieutenarit byall's deeds were such that of 
him it must bo said, as has boon remarked in 
provioiLs chapters of extraordinary achieve- 
ments of the (Jross, that if it wore not for (h,, 
fillieial recorrls they would bo regarded 
inorodible. TTo began showing his braverv 
and high power of command whilst leading 
])latoon against Hourlon Wood, giving invaluaht- 
support to the leading company, which w.i^ 
hold up ])y a strong ]ioint. By a flank move- 
ment Lyall captured this [loiiit, with one fit id 
gun, four machine-guns and 13 i>risont^rs. Hi-; 
platoon, much weakened by easualt ies, wa . 
held u]3 by machiii(»-guns at the southern end 
of tlio Wootl. hyall now surpassetl his own 
gallantry, foi* ct)l!i*eting any men who happened 
(o be available, he 1 (hI tlauii towards the strong 
point, an<l “ spiinging forward alone,” rushcMl 
thc‘ position singlediamkal and killed the 
ofli<‘(*r ill ehargt‘, afterwards capturing at tJiis 
point to prisoiuMs and five machiiie-guns. Ih* 
made good his final objoedixe with a further 



LIEHTENANT C. F. KERR, 

1st Central Ontario Rej^iment. 

haul of 47 prisoners, ami by consolidating his 
jiosition protected the n^st of the company. 
So much for that great day of SeplembcT 27. 
There was a tine repetitiem of it on October 1, 
ill tiu* neighbourhood of Blecourt, when Lyall, 
although in commaml of only a weak company, 
so skilfully tlispusod matters that ho captur<'<l 
a strongly defended position wliich yielded tlr* 
large number of 17 machine-guns and 80 
prisoners. During these two days’ operations 
Licuitenant I..yall’s total captures were tliree 
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officers, 182 other ranks, 2G inaohine-guns, and 
ono field gun, exclusive of heavy casualties 
inflicted. This oflicer's achit'vcMiients, there- 
fore, stood prominently out even iii the womler- 
fiil deeds for which the Cross was given, and 
he consistently slu>we<l that amazing p<‘rsonal 
prowess wliich undouhtiMlly, hy inspiring 
f«.>l]owers, (lifl so much to (lein<.u'ahze the 
(Jermans and ('iisnie the complete suci'css of tho 
last phase of th(* grivit. ativance. 

l^ieutenaiil Algic K»st liis life in winning his 
distinction. On Oetnlna* 11, north-east of 
Canihrai, hi» was witli attacking troops which 
eUTue un<ler lieavy (‘nfikuk‘ niac-liin«‘-giin fin' 
from a iKMghhouring \'illag<*. Witli nine volun- 
teers lit' rusht'd forward anti slu)t tin* ert'w of a 
( Jt'rman machiiie-gun, tlien, turning th<‘ weaptai 
on the enemy h<* t'nahlt'd his ])arty tt» n*a.ch tht' 
village. Anotht'r liosvik' ma.ehiia‘-gun pre- 
st'iitt'd itst'lf as a.n irn^sistilik' f argt'f, aial riish- 
Jiig at this also Ljt'ut (‘nant Algie* killt'd tln' ert'w 
and eapturt'd an offict'r and 10 mt'ii, tht' rt'siih 
l>ei?ig that ht' ch'cared flit' t'litl of Mie village. 
'The suhaltt'rn nt)w estahlisht'tl his l>arty anil 
went )»ack for ri'infort'cments, but. unhapfiily 
lie was killt'tl wht'n gallantly it'atling them 
Jorward. Ilis liravt'ry had bt't'ii shtiwn in the 
face of intense' firt', and it wa.s tlu' mt'ans t>f 
saA'ifig many lives and t^f I'liabling tht' posifi»>n 
tt> 1 ) 1 ^ licit I . 

Sergeant -Mi'rrifit'Iti luul st'rvetl with "‘t'x- 
t'eptionnl tlist inct itiii ” on many formt'r occa- 
sions, ant! throughont the attack nt'ar Ahan 
etiiirt on Oettiher 1 ht' sht»wetl tlu* higlu'st 
tjualities of valour and It'adt*rship. His acts 
wen* markt'd by somewliat- unusual eircum- 
staiiet's, for bn.v'ing singlt^-bandt'd atta-ckt'd 
two machine-gun t'mjilact'mcnts frtan wliicJi 
intense firt' was holtling up his men, lu' tiaslicti 

fr'om sheJl-liole to .sliell-liolc,” an unt It'i't aking 
which tli'inanded rare. agilit\' a-ntl jiliick. He 
siicct't'dt'd ill killing the occupants of the first 
pt>st, and, although woundtul, he contimu'tl 
to attack tlu' scctind post, the ticciipants t»f 
which he killotl with a htiinh. St*rgcaiit Alcrri- 
field’s iiulomitahk' spirit madt' him refuse tt) 
he evacuatt-'d, and ht* letl his platot)ii until he 
was ‘•again st'verely wounded.” 

Tho record conct'rning Private Nnnney was 
notable because it tlid not specify any particular 
act of valour, but was a plain stat(*ment t>f 
an exhibition f)f cotd, consistt'iit fcarlt'ssncss 
which was priceless as an t'xampk'. Tlie jiri- 
vato won his fame during the operatitins against 
the Drocourt-Qut^arit line on Septt'inht'r 1 arul 2. 


On the 1st. wht'n liis Imttalitai was in ilu* viei 
nity t)f \'is-cn-Aitois, preparattiry to the 
atlvaiK'c, tht' Ct'rinans laid down a ht'avy 
harragt* and couutci'-at taeked. Xuiiiu'y was 
at this timt* ait I'ompamy lu'aidtpiartt'rs and he at 
once, on his <a\\n initiative, proccedt'd tlirtaigh 
tht' harragi' to th»' c(>mpim\- ou1p<ts( lines, 
‘going tmm post tt» po-^t and enconraging tlu' 
men hy Ins .>\\n feaili'^s exjunpU*.” Tht^ 
(.It'i'iiuins wci'c rcpnUcil a-nd a critiea.1 situation 
Wats saved. 'The |>ri\atc'N da^^h during tin' 



LIKUTHNANT (i. 1. LYALL, 

2nLl (Central Ontario Kc^iment. 

attack on the 2nd cDutimiadly plaiccd iiint in 
ii<l\"a,ncc of Jus coinpamions, and his craidiit‘1 
undt>nhtt'dly helped greatly to eaury t he 

company foi'naird to its < ♦hjeef i ves. Xunney 
t'arried on in this delermined fashion until 
he was sev'crely wouruled. 

Till* remaiining six recipients to he dealt with 
eaiiu' from v’airioiis parts of (he (Janatliaii 

Dominions. I’hey wen*; - 

Hieut. S. h. Honey, D.f’.M., late 7Sth 

Hn. Manitoba Ih gt . 

Hient. .M. K. (iregg, M.(\, Ktayad C-an. Kegt., 
Xtava Scotia Kt'gt . 

Sergt . II. (Kurils, D.(\AI., hite 40tli Hn. 
Sa -kat ehewan Kt-gt. 

Private A\’. h. liayfiekl, 7th Hn. British 
Columbia Kegt . 

Priviite ,J. K. Young, 87tli Hn. (,)uehee 
Kegt . 
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Private T. RiekettK, 1st lln. R. Newfound- 
Jancl Hegt. 

FJourlon Wood was thc^ sceno of the opt'rations 
ill wliieii, from September 27 t^i Oetob(»r 2, 
hiieutenant IToiioy played an important part. 
On tlw? 27th, wlien all his eom])any ofliec'rs had 
become casualties. Money tcjok command, and 
uiL<ler very sev<‘re fire skilfully carried out 



SHRGEANT MERKIFIBLD, 
Central Ontario Regiment. 


reorganization, (’ontinuing the advance with 
gn^at dash lu^ gained the ol)j<'ctiv('. He !U)W 
found tliat his company was suffering casualties 
from (Mitiladt^ machiiu‘-gun fire, wh(*ri‘upon 
he follow<'<l tlu' t»xample which had been so 
often s('t -h(' located am I rushed, single- 
handcHl, the ma<*hine-guii nest and captured 
the guns and 10 prisoruu’s. Lieutenant Honey 
aft(‘rwards repel le<l four count cu'-at tacks, ami 
after liark, again wiait out alone, and having 
locattni an eiuany post he led a party which 
.•aptured it- and three guns. Then' was no 
falling oi'i in the high, charactc'r of the work 
which Honey set himself to do. With gr<*at 
skill and daring hc' letl his company on St'p- 
tt'inber 2t) against a strong iJerman position, 
and in the succeeding days of the battle he 
^•ontinued his display of heroism and dc^votion. 
This gallant o(liet*r died (^>f wouikIs rn'ceivecl 
iluring the last day of the attack by his bat- 
talion. 

The honour awarded to Lieutenant Gregg 
was for his bravery and initiativ^e during opera- 
tions near Cambrai from September 27 to 
October 1. On September 28 the advance 


of the brigade was held up by fire from both 
flanks and by tliick, uncut wire, a combination 
which caused a dangerous situation. The 
prospect was not promising, but Gregg crawled 
forward alone and explored the w^'re until he 
foun<l a small gap. Through this little opening 
he subsequcmtly led his men and forced an entry 
into a German trench. A Gcrinau coiui tor- 
attack in force followed, and bombs having run 
sh4>rt the situation became critical. Lieu- 
tenant Gregg was wounded, but in spite of this 
and terrific fire,” he managed to return alone 
and collect a further supply of these missiles. 
He then rejoined his party, which was inucli 
reduced in numbers by this time, and ilespite 
a second wound ho reorganized his survivors, 
anfl, leading th<an w'itli the greatest determina- 
tion, he finally cleared the German trcmches. 
Lieutenant Gregg’s behaviour was of the most 
resolute and courageous kind, ft>r ho personally 
killofi or wounded 11 Germans and took 25 
prisomu's, in addition to 12 machine-guns 
captured in a trench. Quito regardless of his 



PRIVATE C. J. P. NUNNEY 
Eastern Ontario Regiment. 

wounds the ofiicer remained w’ith his company 
hohling on until, on Sf'ptomher 30, la* w^as again 
s<'ven'ly wounded while leading his nam in 
attack. 

Kxtraordinary valour marked the conduct 
of Sergeant Cairns, and before he gloriously 
fell he inflicted the severest punishment on 
the (Jermans before Valenciennes on No- 
vember 1. A machine-gun opened on his 
platoon, wdiereiipon Cairns instantly seized a 
lA'wis gun and, single-handed, in the face of 
direct fire, he rushed the hostile post, killed 
the crew of five anil seized the weapon. At a 
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later stage, when the lino was lioltl up by 
inacliine-gun fire, the s€>rgoaiit again riishoil 
forw'ard and killed 12 Gernuins aiiri oapturcMl 
18 and two guns. Once more the advance was 
stopped by held guns and iiiachino-guns. 
(bairns was now w'tiundod, hut ht' led a small 
party to outflank the Ot*rinans, of whom ho 
killed many and forced about oO to surrender, 
adding to the sj^lendour of the d(MMl by cap- 
turing all the guns. Having consolidated, the 
sergeant Wf'ut with a battle-patrol to exploit 
INIaiiy, and he comptdletl (iO (iermans to sur- 
render. He was severely woundtMl whilst 
disarming this party of captives, but he eijentnl 
flr<? and inflicted heavy lossi\s. Tn the end he 
was rushed by a score of Hermans. He 
collapsed from weakness and loss of blood and 
«lied, a truly gallant soldier, on November 2. 

Privates Haylield and V^aing gained th<‘ir 
Crosses during the operations on SepttMid>(*r 2, 
and 4, Rayfleld by his “ in<lomitabl(‘ courag(% 
cool foresight aiul daring reconnaissance, " and 
Young because of the bravery he consistently 
showed as a stretcher-bearer. During the 
operations east of Arras, Kayfleld, ala'ad of liis 
company, rusb<Hl a trench which wa-s occupied 
by a large party of (Jta inans, of whom he per* 
sonally bayoneted two and took 10 prison<a*s. 
He afterwartls 'ocattal an (Maany sniper who 
was causing many casiialti<‘s, and, under <-on- 
stant rifle fire, <Migag<Ml this marksman wit li 
great skill ; th<ai lie rusluai tlu^ section of 
tronc'h from which the snijjer hatl been operat- 
ing, and his daring and coolness so d(aiK)ralize<l 
tlie (Jermans that “20 others surrendered to 
him.” Tfavdng <lon(? tlc'st^ things Hayfii4d, 
giving no thought to his own safe^ty, kdt c’f>\or 
under heavy ma<*hiii(^-gun fire and carried in 
a badly wounded comrade. 

“ In the open fire-svvc»pt ground ” ^^)ung 
dressed the wounded, and inoie than one<*’ 
having exhausted his stock of dn‘ssings, he 
returiK'd, undca- intense firi*, to his company 
headquarters foi* a further supply. Kor moie 
than an liour, in spite of the total absence of 
cover. Private Yo\nig continued his noble 
work, showing the “most absf>lute fc‘arless- 
ncss," and saving many of his cornraihrs 
liv(‘s. When the fire had somewhat slackenecl 
ho organized ancl led strtdcher parties to bring 
in the wouruled whom he had dressecl. This 
valour and <levotion to duty were shown all 
t irough the operations of Sf^ptember 2, 3 and 4. 

Private Ricketts was an admiraV>lo illustra- 
tion of divination of a Herman iiitention and 
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taking prompt' means to nullify it. There hail 
been a nuinbt'r of sii<*h cases in the war records 
of the Cross, ;md that of Private Kicketts 
ranked amongst the bi‘st of them. On Oc- 
tober 14, clnring the advance from Tivlegluan, 
heavy (h'rnuin the held up the attat'k, and the 
])i*iv'ate s platoon sut’fi*red sev'cre casiniltiivs 
fi*i>m a battery which was tiring at. |>oint-blank 
range. Hickcftts instantly volunteered to gi> 
forvv^ard with his section commandia* and a 
bevvis gun to try ti> outflank tlu^ baflt‘ry. He 
advanct'il by short- ruslu's undca* heavy firo 
from machin(‘-guns which wert» with the 
battery; but whrai still 30t) yards from the 



SEKOKANT H, CAIRNS, 
Late Saskatchewan Rej^iment. 


guns the eouragc*ous ('ouple found tlaanselvMvs 
in the ]>iM*ilous position of havdng exhausted 
their ammunition. Thc^ (Jerimms now' saw a 
c*lianc*(' tc> gf‘t their field guns away, and began 
to bring up their gun teaiiM. Tlu' jirivafe at 
on<M‘ div'irifMl the iniiaition, and doubled back 
HH> yarils under the heav iest machine-gun tire. 
ProcMiring furthci* ammunition, he again dasluMi 
back to till! be-wis gun, and by very aesairatt' 
fire drove th<‘ “enemy and the gun teams” 
into a farm wluTf*, botth'd up, they were 
ludpless ; and the platoon then ad vaui<*iiig, 
without c-a-siialti(^s, eaj)turt‘(l four fi(4cl guns, 
four machine-guns and eight prisoiu'i-s. Sub- 
sequently a fifth fk'ld gun was interc<q>tf?rl by 
firt? aial t'aptured. ddiestj impoitant captures 
anti the saving of many lives vver<3 din'ctly 
attributable to i^rivato Ricketts grasping tho 
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(German intorition and securing, utterly regard- 
less (ii personal saf(?ty, the fiirther supply of 
aninninition for th(^ L(nvis gun which wiis 
useri with sia.di eoinplfdt^ suec(^ss, 

Kli*\'(‘n nionths <after th(* aftaek cai /e«*l)rug^o 
tai the night of April 22-2.‘h 10 IS, two ( ’ro.-».'^e>» 
wta‘«‘ posthumously awai‘d(‘d to oflie^a’s of the 
Koyal Xavy who had shown su|in*nie h(*roisin 
in tJiat ininior'tal <*xpIoil. Tlies<‘ n‘<*ipi(‘nts 
were Lic‘utenant-( 'ommandta* ( h‘oi*ge \ic*lH)lsf>n 
liradford and Lieut (*nant -( 'onmiander Arthur 
l^eyland Harrison, Hia<lfor<l being a brother* 
of the t iiiIn' gallant 1 5i-igadiei*-( a'neral Rradford, 



PRIVATE J. F YOUNG, 

Ouebec Kcj^i merit. 

who won tin* ( 'ross in the war** and was killeil 
in ai't ion in France on No\’enibei‘ *{(>, 1017 . 

\\’lu*n tin* announeenu*nt of these (wo awai*ds 
was matle fi-oin tiu' .VdmiraltN" on Miireh 17, 
1010 , the story of Zeobrugge Jiad lieeii fully 
tt>ld and (hei-(‘ was but- little to lt‘arn eone<*rning 
that grtNit ini'itlent in na\iil history, ye(. tla^ 
r’ceords of the dei'ds of ( lu'sr two na\al olliei‘rs 
ernphasizt'd once nior’c the desp<‘rate naturi' of 
th(' A}>ril night t'ntt‘i’pi‘ise and thegr-eat skill and 
irifk'xiblt* d(‘( ei ininat ion with wliieh it- was 
eai’ried out. 

Hradfoi‘d was in eomniand t>f the naval 
storming partit\s t‘mbarkerl in the Iris IF. 
0\N'ing to thi' motitai of this \*esso| when sho 
pi*oi*e<‘de»l alongside the AUilt* there' was gri'at 
ditlieulty in plaeirrg the parapet anelua-s, and 
l)efor*(^ sire was seeureil an attempt was imnle to 
land by the sealing ladders. A bravt young 
ortiern* of the Fh*in, Lit'utenant t’laialo F. K. 
Hawkings. su(‘eeeded in getting a ladder in 
♦ J'art I ts. p. 174. 


position and actually reached the parapet. 
The ladder was crashed to pieces just as the 
lieutc‘riant stepped off it and he was killed on 
tire paraj:)ot, defending himself to the last with 
his I'cvolver. It was no pai’t of Bradford’s duty 
to secure the ship, but at such a crisis in battle 
no Jiritish naval ofllieer liad stopped to analyse 
the c^xaetness of his position — if he saw a 
br*eaeh he flung himself into it, for the good and 
glory of the common cause. “ The ship was 
sur*ging ii]j anrl ilowii,” and a dc'rrick which 
carried a large pai'a])et anchor and was rigged 
out ovia* (he port sid<^ was ei^ashing on the 
Mole. Jbadford climbed up tliis diz/.y and 
dangerous [)i-t)jection, and w’aiting his oppor*- 
tunity hi* jumped with the paraF>ct anchor on to 
t h('. Mohi and placcfl it in position; but no 
sooner had ho hook(‘cl on tlie anchor* than he 
was riddk'd with bullets from ma(*hine-guns 
arai f(*ll irrto the sea b(‘tweeri the Moh' and the 
ship. iris body was not l■<*covercd. Li(ai- 
(«*nant-C\)miuandia‘ Bradford's ar*tion,” *'>aid 
the ohi(*ial i'(K*ord, ‘‘ was oih‘ of ribsolntc s<‘lf- 
saeriticc ; without a moment’s lu‘sitation he 
went to ec'rtain death, rt'cogrrizing that- in 
such action la\' the only ]jossiblo (*harie<‘ of 
sr'curing Ir*is II. and enabling her stor-rrring 
parties to land.” 

Lieutenant (’ommander TFarrison’s conduct 
<liffei*ed only in detail fr*om (hat of Bradfor‘<l. 
Jle was in immodiatr* eornnumd of tla' naval 
storming parties embarked in the Vindictive, 
.bwt bi'fon* eomiiig alongsidf* the Mole Harr ison 
was struck on t he la'ad by a fragment of shell 
whi<*h broke his jaw. Tiiis s(*\'ere wound 
knocked him sensrdt'ss, lait wdic'ri hf^ recovr'red 
<*ons<*iousra‘ss In’s uncon(|uerabIcr spir*it impelk-tl 
him to proceed on to I he Mok* ; whet'e he took 
over command of liis ])artv, who were attacking 
the seaward end t)f it. The silencing of the 
guns on tht' Mole-ln'ad was of the first imprrr t- 
ance, aiul though the of licet* was in a position 
which was fully exposed to the machine-gun 
fii'c of the (;lei*mans ho collected his men and 
J<*d tlu'in to the attack. This lie did although 
he was severely wounded and undoubtedly 
in great pain. The un<lei*taking was one in 
whieli (here was hut the -slightest chance of 
surviving, and ITarrison must liavM' known it, 
yet Iris spirit never faltei'cd. All the men ho 
hail gatht'ted together were father killed or 
wounded, and lie himself vvais killed at their 
head. He fell wlieii he was indomitably 
pressing bis attacks. “ knowing as ho did that 
any delay in silencing tiie guns iniglit jeopardize 
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the main ohjort c^f tin' oxpoditioii which was 
the blocking of tlic Zc(‘brugm‘-13rm^cs (^mal. 

So died Lioutcnant-Coiiuiumdi'i-s 15mc|for<l 
and Harrison on that memorable ni^fit whieli 
inevitably su‘Tcr(\sted compai’i-^on with the 
storming of Hadjijoz — “ Rid^e f<dh and no 
man died that night with more glory — yi't 
many died and tJane was iimeh glory/’ 

Looking upon Vietoria Crosses as a l>a.ro 
meter whieh indicated tlie ris»‘ and fall in the 
intensity of the lighting during the \\c*(‘ks 
immediatt'ly preceding the arniist i< e» it was 
sc'on that on (nHain days in Septeinlxa*, Oe- 
t.obf'r and \o\'einb(‘r I bert' \\ t‘re amazing 
exhibitions t)f acts of courag<-. For these three 
months the (Jrossivs awarded formed a eon- 
siilerable proportion of the wlioh* of the ( ’ross( s 
giv(‘n for 1 h“ war. August ha«l a good record, 
for it proN'idt'd mon' than half-a.-dozen da\s 
on which at least one (’t‘os.s was won. S«‘p- 
temb(‘r was gloriousI\' h(‘i*alded b\' n<» fewer 
t-ha.n livi* (h'oss<'s for the first da\ of th<‘ month, 
followed b\' four for the se<*ond, and the hij.rh 



PRIVATE THOMAS RICKETTS, 
Royal Newfoundland Rej^iment. 


number of six each for the ISth and tlu* 27 fh. 
That UKjiith, indt'ed, stood ja-ominently out in 
all the inonths of the war, lor it c<jul<( claim 
an average of one* Cross for eardi ot the todays 
wdiich com])r)S(*d it, with a Cros*-* or two to 
spare. October, too, W'*is nottible, there being 
thnM‘ (.Vosses w’on on th(‘ 1 st and fi\'c f>n the 
14 th. Tlie fierce iiature of mucli ol tlie figliliiig 
at tlio very end of the operations was iialicated 
})V the aw'Jirtl of six Cro-.ses tor dee»ls r)f s'alour 
on Xoveanber 4 , th(‘ last (Vc)ss to be w«ui, as 
announcetl in the pul>lished awarfls, }>eing oti 
N^owmber 0 . Hritish air»n(‘n had so fully 
proved thcar inuneasurable superiority oxer 


do I 


th»' (h'rmans that they were not able ifi the 
last da\> «>f all to perform thost» special a<*ts 
for whit‘h aloiu' the (’ross could b*‘ gix'cn, iind 
the tlett'riniuat ion <d tin' men t>f the Cerman 
Fleet not to put to sea niad«' it im[)ossibl«' for 
the majoi*it\ ol the ofVicers ami men of 

tiu' Ko\al Navy to find opporl uni t ies to s<M*un‘ 
t ht* honour 



PRIVATE W. 1. RAVlIIdd), 

British (iohimbia Regiment. 

With r<‘eard to indixidual I’egiinenis, the 
Laucashiri* h’usihejs at an (‘arly stage took tin* 
lea.<l an<l main1aine<l it, the numbef of Cross»‘s 
won b\' this famous old coj‘f>s being remarkablv 
high. Some of lla-se honouivs wer«‘ confiaied 
on the principle of selection. ( )t her regiments 
wliic'h added gretitly to their reiatwn b\ the 
number ol ('r»>,sses w<ai were flu* Jh»yal fusi- 
liers, the ^'ol•kshi^e Regiment and the liillo 
Rrigach t<i name onl\' f o or three outstand- 

ing cases. d’he ext raordmai’X' cmii age and 
re-,ouic'cfulne,^s of the o\«rsea f roopv^ was 
<*lear!y proved by the huge number f)f (’losses 
given to C.madia.ri'^ aiul Australians 

A remarkable ifi'-tance* of the nomawar<l ot 
the (’ro-;.•^ was menlionc<l in the Ibaisc of 
Commons on March Ri, RUD, w Ia n I>r. Mac*- 
namara, leplymg to a, ipu'stion, said I ho 
AdmiralU wen* informed that, at- the battle of 
Jutland Lieutenant Ma.uii<*<‘ J. Hcthel sacri- 
ficed his life by staying on bounl a sinking 
slap, wiiK-h had been d(‘sert<‘d and was bi iiig 
jjit b\ salvo after salvo, !•> attend to a <)ying 
-ignalman. ft was a fad that, the only na*og- 
nition of the deed was ])u})li(‘ity of tlu* fleath 
of t he oflicer in the London (ifizrtfp as mentioned 
in dispatches. The rule against tlie £)Osl- 
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hutnotis award of hoiionix |)rohil)itiMl iho award 
t>f any otli 'P lioiionr tliaii t ha \"ictoria. (^ross* 
and tho Baird (iid not i'onsidtr that Litnit. 
Bi‘t]iars oondiiat, gallant as it was, ivachod 
tha hi^h staintard for wliicli t ht' \'irtoria. Cross 
was awarded. 

Bnriiijr tlu» wholo of tlu' ]aM‘iod h«‘tw<MMi 

Auj^nst, 11)1 t and Fohriiary 2S, 11)11), tln‘ total 
?iinnl)t*r ot Ci*t)ssi*s awardt'd to <>lllio('i‘s and man 
(if tlit^ Kojiiilar h'orcos, 'rcfiit o»‘ial lAiiocs 
and N(‘\v' Annios was only ahl), and two Bars. 
Ot tlio (^rossos om* was ^i\(*j» for “ s(M*\’ici>s in 
ronni‘xion with tln' war," tlu^ (explanation of 
this d(\s(^ript i(»ii hohiy “Air- raids, coastal 
bonibardnit'iits, (‘tc.," this instancr' btan^ 

<*lcarly tliat <^f bicntrenant L(M‘fc Boliinsoii. 
on whom it w.is (‘onf(‘i‘i*(‘(l for his skill and 
coni-a^o in (hest-i^jyinLr tht‘ (ha'inan airship 
wliich f(e|I in flana's at Cnl11(‘y, on S(‘pl(einbcr .*1. 
1 1) I (i. d^his was f h(‘ only ( 'ross (*\ (*i- award(ed 
for- an a(et of \alonr in Kn^land. 

"rh(‘ limit(‘d (‘xtcnf of t lu' awai’d of tin* < 'ross 
diii'injj^ the IniijT period in(‘nt ioniM I was shown 
by th(e fa(‘t that for* st‘i \ i(M‘s in th(' field t h(*r(i 
w<*r (' disti-ibntc'd t la ^ follow in hor ion i-s : I ).S.( )., 
S.4:ir>; M.(\, :h‘),H02 ; l.).(\M., 22,S(M) ; Military 
MiMlal, 1)U721. 

An imj)ressi\'(‘ illustration of thi' small pro- 
portion of Crosses awarded to easiiidities 
sns1aini‘d was j::i\'(*n by tlu‘ ti^nios oflicially 
pnblisluMl in Maic'h, 11)11), of the loss<*s (»f the 
h'oot (Jiiai'ds. X(» fewer’ than (*l<> oflicers and 
I. ‘5, ().“),*» other I’anks w’<'r*e killed and Tlti oflieei’s 
and 22,2.')(» otluM- ranks \\'onnde(L 'riu* ti^nr-es 
for* the reeina'irt ' and th(‘ details of d(H*orat ions 
aw a r’( I(m I W(’re : -- 
( Jui<:vAnTi:K < Je mips. 

I\ill(‘d, 20.‘1 ofl(i<’<‘i’-, 4,4.*1(» oth'*i' rank^ 
\\’()n!^d(Hl, 212 otlic(*i*s, <i,1):n ollu'r ranks. 
Missing, tw'rr oflrc'-r’s. So (►ther’ ranks. 
Decorations won \M’., 7 : l).S.()., .71 ; 

Alilitary ( 7’oss, I ‘17 : 1).(‘.M., 1.72 ; Military 

.M(Mlal, ()t>7. 

CoLl>STKK \M < d AKPS. 

Kilk'd, 1 .7S offiiMei’s, .‘>,4 IS otlna’ ranks. 

W onnd(*d, .‘124 officers, Ik l)>.7 other' r’anks. 
^lissinj^, thi’et* <)tVic('i‘s, 1 lO (rther* r’ank'^. 

1 )(ecorat ions won W(\, 7; D.S.t)., 4t» : 

Military (4()ss, 121; l).(\M., 1.72; Military 

Mi’dal, 42(i. 

Scots Ci Anns. 

Killed, lOS otlicMS’s. 2,t)2<) othcM’ ranks. 
V\<_>nnd(*d. 141) oflici*rs, l.t)02 other rank-'j. 
Missin<:^, .71)5 X.C.O.'s and men. Xo oflicei’.-. 


1 )(’C(»i’at i«>ns W(Hi \^(^, .7; D,S.()., 2t ; 

^lilitar’X' t'r’oss 1)7 ; D.Ck.M.. Si); Military 
Mt'dal, :i:i2. 

Ihisii id Aims. 

Kill(‘d, ins oilieer’-., 2,! ID otlu’i’ ranks. 
Wiuinded. I DD onicoi-s, .7, .7 It) other’ I’anks. 
Mi-'sinj_r. st‘\en oflicer-., lOt) othca’ rankr-.. 

I )t‘coiat ions won \’.C., 1; D.S.O., | ,7 ; 

Alihtarx' ( 'ros>, li.'l ; D.t'.M., 75 ; Military 
Medal, 1D.7. 

W'ki.sii ( d' \KPs. 

Kill(‘d, all off ie( M’'.. S2n other’ lanlx^ 



LIEUT.-COMMANDI'K A. I.. HAKKISON, 
K.N. 

\\()nrale(|. . 7.7 c >1 Ik.* t-;, 1 . ( HO < »t h< i’ r’.inks. 
Mi-;siti}ji, no oflieer.^. two oilier r ink.-. 

I )eec»r’a I ions wtai \ A'.. I ; D.S.t)., |n ; 

Military Cr<.--. .‘in ; D.t'.M., 20 ; Military 
Medal, I 17 . 

(d Mips M AcniM’ (d \ ld:niMi:Nr ^ Irn Ihi ). 
Killt'd, .''IV oifieei.'. 1 t 1 ol lief rank''. 

\N onnd*’d, l‘» ofliiM-r^, 1 . 571 ) ot h« r rani: . 

M is^in /. « me i »l liei*i . 

I )(*•' oi at ions won D.*^.!)., 2 ; Miiileiy 

< ros ., 25 ; D.t'..M , 2 .‘I ; Alilil.n v M« d.il, tiT. 

Man\' ‘»f the (‘ros-^e'' wero po-t hninously 
awar’dc’d ; not »r f«’W of the recipent- siib 
-.efjiientlN' fell in aeticai, and other. dii*d of 
di.-.e ISC, leaN’ire,; but .‘shr unken band to liv(i 
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and enjoy tho honour which attended thcjr 
achiovemejiit of heroic deeds. 

Tlie followirip: oHic'crs, non*corninissionetl 
oniccr.s and men coinphdo tho list of recipients 
of thf^ Victoria C’ross ; 

Aloik, Limit. Wallace Lloyd, late 20th Bn., 
1st Central Ontario H(»gt. 

Am ICY, Leo.-CpI. Win., l/8th Bn., R. War. 
Be)/t. (T K. ) (Ihrmiiif^hain). 



MRS. BRADFORD, THK MOTHHR OF TWO 

V.C.'S SHOWING THE GROSS OF LIEUT.- 
GOMMANDER (5. N. BRADFORD, R.N. 

APvCMiinALi), Sapper Adam, 2l8th Field Co., 
It K. (LeitTi). 

Bicatkam, Btc. Robert Matthew. late Sih Bn., 
A.LF. 

Bissktt, LiiMit. Win. Davidson, l/(Hh Bn., 
Arg. and Suthd Hi^hrs. (T, F.). 

Braoporo, Lieut -Com, (^eorge Xicholson,R N. 

It u OKI. ICY, Fte. (T.-Cpl.) Alexander Hy., late 
54th Bn., A.I.F. 

C-MRNS, Sergt. Hugh, D.C.M., late 40411 Bn., 
Saskatchewan Regt. 

Caldwei.t., Sergt. Thos., 12th Bn., R. Scot. 
Fus (Carluke). 


Cartwrioht, Pte. Geo., 33rd Bn., A.T.F. 
CiiARK-IvEXNEDY, Liout. -Coloiiel Wni. Hew. 

C.M.O., D.S.O., 24th Bn., Quebec Regt. 
Ci^ARKE, Sergt. James, 15th Bn., Lancashire 
Fiis. (Rochdale). 

Ci.oirTMAN, Lieut. (Act. Maj.) Brett Mackay, 
M.(\, 59th Field Co., R.K (T.F.). 

CoLTMAX, Pte. (Lce.-Cpl.) Wm. Harold, D.C.M., 
M.M., l/Oth Bn., N. Staff. Rcgt (T.K.) 

( Winsliill, Burton-oii-T rent). 

CuRRicV;, Pte. Wrn. Mattlunv, 53rfl Bn., A.I.F 
CiTRTis, Sergt. Horace Augustus, 2nd Bn., K 
Dublin Fus. (Xewlyn Fast, C'ornwall). 
Daykin.s, Cpl. (Act. Sergt.) John Brunton, 
2/4th Bn., Vork and Lane. Regt. ('f.F.) 
(Jedl)urgh, Scotland). 

Dovrk, Co. -S ergI .-Major Martin, M.M., 1st 
Bn.. R. >IunsU‘r Fus. (New Ross, Co. W<*\- 
ford). 

Kia'oc k, Lce.-C[jl. (Act. (^pl.) Roland Fdward, 
M..M., lltli Bn., K. Scots. (Wolverhampton). 
Gordon, Leo. -Cpl. Bcamaril Sidney, INl.M., 41st 
Bn., A.T.F. 

( i REEN\voi.)D, T. -Major (Act Lic'iit.-t.Vdoiicl) 
Marry, D.S.O., M.C., 9th Jhi.. K.O.Y.L.I. 
(Jrkoo, Lieut. ^Milton Fowler, .M.C., R (S^n. 

Begt , >rova Scotia Regt. 
ilAL-ii, Cpl. Art lull* Chas., 54 th Bn., A.T.1<\ 
Hahrison, Lieut. -Com. Arthur J^ayland, R.X". 
Harvkv, Pt('. Xoiinan, 1st Bn., R. Tunis, b^is. 

( N e v\ t o n - 1 c \ \ i 1 1 o w s ) . 

llEDtiES, T.-J^i(Mit. Win., Bt‘dfordshire 

Kegt., Mttd, (it h Ihi., X^ortlunnptoiishire Regt. 
iloi.ME.s, Ftc*. ^V‘m. I'^ilgar, late 2nd Bn., Cnai. 

(ids. (Didlirook, nr. W'iiichinere, (Jloue.). 
Honkv, l.ii(Mit. Sand. T..ewis, D.(.\M., M.M., 
late 78th Bn., MaMito))a Regt. 

IIoTCHisoN, Capt. Ballendiai Seymour, Can. 
A. Med. (A)rps., attd. 75th Bn., 1st Central 
Ontario Hegt. 

Inoram, Ta‘e\it, Geo. Morby, M.M., 24tli Bn., 
A l.F. 

JoHNsox, Major (Aet. Lieut. -Colonel) Dudley 
CJralunn, D.S.O., M.(\, S. W, Bord., attd, 
2nd Bn., R. Suss. Rc'gt. 

Johnson, 2nd T^ieiit. James, 2nd Bn., Northd. 
Fus., attd. 3()th Bn. 

IvERR, Lieut. Ceo. Fraser, M.C., ^I.M., 3rd Bn., 
1st Central Ontario Regt. 

Kirk, 2nd T.iient. dames, late 10th, attd. 2nd, 
Bn., Manchester Regt. 

Lewi.s, T.<ce.-Cpl. Allan Leonard, late 0th Bn., 
Northamptonshire Regt. (Whitney, Hereford). 
Lower-son, Sergt. Albert David, 21st Bn., 
A.T.F 
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Lyall, Lieut. Graham Thomson, 102nd Bn., 
2ntl Central Ontario Hegt. 

McCarthy, Lieut. Lawrence Dominie, ICth 
Bn., A.T.F. 

MacGrecor, T.-Capt. John, M.C., D.C.M., 
2nd C. M. R. Bn., 1st Central Ontario Hegt. 
McPhie, Cpl. James, late 4l(ith (Edinburgh) 
Field Co., R.K. (T.F.) (Edinburgh). 

Mactier, Pto. Robt., late 2:}r(l Bn., A.T.F 
Marshall, Iiie\it. (Act. Lieut. -Colonel) John 
Neville, M.C., late Irish this. (S. R.), atv 4. 
l(3th Bn., Lancashire Kus. 

Maxwell, Lieut, dosepb. M.(\, D.C.M.. 18th 
Bn., A.l.F. 

Mkrrifield, Sergt. Wm., 41 h Bn., Central 
Ontario Regt. 

Miles, Pto. Francis George, l/5th Bn., (done. 

Regt. (T.F.) (Coleford, Glouc.). 

Mitchell, Capt. Coiilson Norman, M.C., 4tli 
Bn., Can. Rngineers. 

Mop’FATT, Bte. Martin, 2nd Bn., Leins. Ih'gt. 
(Sligo). 

Nunnev, Pte. Claude Josc'ph Fatrick, D.C.M., 
]M.M., .‘18th Bn., Pmstcaii Ontario Regt. 
O’Niell, Sergt. John, M.M., 2nd Bn., Leins. 
Regt. (Glenboig). 


Kayfield. Pto. Walter Leigh. 7th Bn., British 
Columbia Hegt. 

Ricketts, Fte. 'riiomas, 1st Bn., H. Newround- 
Inial Regt. 

Rtoos, Sergt. Fk. Chas., late Oth Bn., 

^ ork. and l.,aiu*. Hegt. ( Boui’iUMuouth). 

Ryan, Pte. John, noth Bn., .A.LF. 

Sexton. S.'rgl. Gerald, 1 .Jt h Bn., A.l.F. 

Towers, P(<‘. .lame-, 2nd Bn,, Scottish Rifles 
(Preston). 

Townes, LitMil. iMlgai- Thos., AL(\, 2nd Bn. 
Aus. *M.G. Corps. 

WxRiNc, Cpl. (Lc'.-StMgt.) William, M M., lato 
Lh-gh Bn., K. Welsh Fiis. (J’.F.) ( W eidipool). 

M ark, Major Blair .Xiulerson, D.S.O., :12nd 
Bn., A.LF. 

W'aters, 'Pem]). (apt. (Act. Major) Arriold 
JToraec* Sawto, D.S.O., M.C., 21Sth Fi(‘ld 
(‘o., K.F. 

Wevthers, Lee. -Cpl. ('PiMnp. C[)l.) Lawrence 
(‘arthage, L'lnl Bn., A.LF. 

Wilkinson, I’h*. A)t‘d., l/r>th Bn., Maneh. 
R<‘gt. (J’.F.) (Leigh). 

Woods, I’te. James Park, JHtli Bn., A.LF. 

Younc, Pte. John Francis, 87th Bn., (Quebec 
Regt. 



lAuitruliui, ojj.ctu phoii,^iu^ H, 

A GAP IN THE WIRR. 
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A London Gazette Supplement of March 31, 1919, contained a War Office list of places and datc^s 
concerning awards of the Cross to officers, non-comrnissioned officers, and men which had not 
been pr(*viously pii>)lish('d. These important details, which related to more than half the Crosses 
given during the war, are as follows:— 


Naiuo arul llrj^iinont. 

Af’KROYl). T. 'Capt. n.. M.e.. M.l)., latr R. attd. 
flth Kn.. K. a-ik<. It. 

Ai>i>!so\, The Itcv. W. R. F., T. /(\F.. Itli Cl.. A. ( hapl. 
Dipt. 

At)MM, T. 2nil F.t. T. K.. 7tli Itn., Bidf. It 

Al.LliN, Fapt. W. H.. M.(\. M.B., U.A.M.i' 

Anukkson, T./Maj. W. H., 12th (S.) Bn.. 

Hiuh. 1.1. 

Ani>RKW. (’111. L. \V.. 2ml Wrllinuttnn K., N.Z.F 

AXFOioi, fi. /(’pi. T. 1... M.M.. Kith Mn.. A.I.F 

Lt. (T. (’:ipt.) A . D.S.O.. M.(‘.. lat<> 7th Bn.. Notts 
.V Di rhv. R.. A K.F.C. 

BarR-\TT, l»tn. T.. Intv 7th Bn.. S. Stuffs. R 
B.XRtU^N, CpI. ('. ,2r(l Can. Bn.. Dt. Cent . Ontario H. 
B.VTTEN-I’ohi.I., Ft. A. H., H. .Minis. Fiis. . . 

B.WTKK. 2n(l lit. Filwiiil Feliv. 1 /.stU Bn.. I/pooI R. 
(T.K.). 

Bkak. T. Comdr. I). M. W.. D.S.O.. M.C.. Drake Bn.. 
R..N.V.B. 

Beal, T./2n<l Lt. B. F.. CUli (S.) Bn.. York. R 

Beehley. I'te. W.. llith Bn.. Hit. Brl« 

Bell. T./2ml Bt. J). s., mh Bn.. Voik. H 

Bell. T./Capt. K. .N. F., lute «tli Bn.. It. InnI.s. Fiis.. 
at til. L.'J'.M. Bty. 

Bkxnktt, T. /I.t. K. I‘., 2n(l Bn.. Wore. H. 

Bent. 2ml Lt. (T. /lA.-Col.) 1*. K.. D.S.O.. hite Leie. R.. 
Coininiti;. Otii Bn. 

Beht-Di nklev, Cnpt. (T. /lit. -Col.) B.. luD* Lan. Fiis., 
attd. 2;.'itli Bn., Ban. Fns.. T.F. 

Birrs. 2nd Bt. F., late (Ith Bn.. .4.BF. 

Bishop. Cnpt. W. A.. D.S.O., M.C., Can. Cav. and R.F.C. 

BLAi Klil RN, 2nd Bt. A. S.. 10th Bn., Aust. Inf. 
BloomkielI). Cnpt. W. A., Senuts Corps, S..A. Mtd. Bde. 
Booth, S^t. F. C., B.M.A. I’oliee, attd. Rhode- la .Natixe H. 

Borklla, Bt. A. V., M.M., 2mh Bn.. A.I.F 

Borton, Iit.-(V)|. A. D., D.S.O.. 2 /22nd Bn. Bond. R. . . 
BoroHKV. 2nd Bt. S. H. I*., late 1 /4th Bn., 11. Seo. Fus., 
T.F. 

BoifLTKR, SRt. W. K.. (Uh Bn., North’n H. 

Brapford. fit. ('r./Bt.-(^ol.) H. B..M.(\. I»th Bn.. Durh. B.!. 
Brerkton, I'te. (A. /(’pi.) A., IMh Bn.. Manitoba R. 
Brillant, Bt. J.. M.(’., late 22nd Bn.. (Riebee R. 

Brooks, (’.S.M. K., 2/4th Bn., Oxt. it Biieks. J..I., T.F. .. 

Brown, S«t. D. F.. 2nd Inf. Bn.. N./.F 

Brown, Pte. II., late lOth Bn., (’an. Inf 

Brown, (’pi. W. E.. D.C.M., 20th Bn.. A.I.F 

Bkvax. B./(’pl. T., 2:)th (S.) Bn.. North’d Fn^ 

Buchan. 2nd Bt. J. C., Air. it Snth’d IliRhrs. .. 
Bpohanan. lit. (T./Capt.) A., tth Bn., S.W. Bord. 

BroPKN, Pte. P., late :Ud Bn.. A.I.F 

Bphmav. SRt. W. F.. I6th Bn.. Ril. BriR. . . 

BI'siikll. (’apt. (T./Bt.-Col.) C.. D.S.O., late H.W. 

Suit. R. (S.R,). (’oindu. 7th (S.) Bn. 

Botleh, Pte. W. B.. 17th Bn., W. York. R., attd. 10«th 
T.M. Bty. 

Bye, S^t. R.. l.st Bn., Welsh (ids. .. 

Calvert. SRt. B.. M.M.. r.th Bn., K.o. York^. B.l. 
CAMI-UELL, Maj, A Bt. Bt.-Col. (T. dA. Col.) .1. Y.. D.S.O.. 
(’. (Ids. 

CarmK'HAEL, SRt. .1.. l»th Bn., N. Staff. K 

(’ARROIiL, Pte. J., :i;bd Bn.. A.I.F 

CARTER. C.S.M. N. Y.. late 12th Bn., R. Suss. R 

(’ARTOX HE WlART, (’apt. (T. , Bt .-(’ol.) A.. D.S.O., 4th 
Dn. (Ids. 

(’ASTLETON, SRt. (’. (’., late .'itll Bil.. All.st. M.O. (’oip^ .. 

(’ASSII)Y. 2ii Lt. B. M.. late 2nd Bn.. Bane. Fus 

(’ATEN, 2nd Bt. <f. K., late 2nd Bn.. Hit. Bde. 

CATHEK. T. lit. (J. St. O. S.. lato IHh Bn.. R. Ir. Hlf. .. 

CATOll. Sgt. II., 7th Bn., K. Snir. R 

Chafer, Pte. (i. W.. E. York R 

Chatta SiNOH. Sepoy, Uth Bhopal Int., Ind. .\iniy 
CHAVARSE, (’apt. N. O., M.C.. M.B., R.A.M.(’ 


CHERRY, (’apt. P. II.. M.C., late 2flth Bn.. A.I.F 

CHRISTIAN. Pte. II., 2nd Bn.. K. I.an. K 

CHRISTIE. Rtlnin. (B. CpI.) J. A., I , (th Bn., Bond. R. .. 
Ci.VMi*. ('pi. W.. late tiOi Bn.. \oik. R. . . 

(’LAKE. Pte. tJ. W.. late .'ith Bi< 

Ci.XKKK, Pte. (A., (’pi.) B.. 2nd Bn , Can Inf. 

(’OFFis, Bt.-(’ol. (T. Brl«.-Orn.) (’., D.S.O. R. B., Coiiundg. 
2:>th Int. Bde. 

CoLliKY, Pte. (A./Sgd.) H. J., M.M.. lute DMh Bii.. Ban. 
Fns. 

Collin. 2nd Bt. J. II.. l .4tti Bn.. R. Ban. R.. T.F. 

(’OLLINS, A. ,('i»l. J.. 2.>th Bn.. R.W. Fu^ 

CoLLiNos- W ells, (’apt. i.V. /Bt.-('i)I.' J. S.. D.S.O., late 
4th Bn.. lUdf. R. 

CoLi’MBlNE. Pte. II. O.. late 0th S(jdn., M.O. Corps 
(\)I.VIS, 2nd Bt. H.. Che«. R., attd. Oth Bn. 
Colyku-FeroI’sson. 2nd Lt. (A. /(’apt.) T. R., late 2iid 
Bn., North’ll R. 

C()3fBE, Bt. R. (4., late 27th Can. Inf. Bn 


Theatre of War. 


Date of 
Deed. 

Cazette 

Date. 

Ypn‘S, France .. 


31.7.17 
to 1.S.17 

6.0.17 

Sanaiyal, Mesopotamia 


9.4.16 

26.9.16 

Thie|)val, Frariee 


27/28.9.16 

25.11.16 

Nr. Meond. Franee 


3.9.16 

26.10.16 

BoIh Favieres, nr. Marieoiirt, Franee. . 

2.'). 3. 18 

3..'.. IS 

Ba Basse Ville, Franee 


31(7.17 

6.9.17 

Y.aire .and Hamel Woods, Franee 


4.7.18 

17.8. IH 

Franee (dLstingiiishf’d flying .servs 


_ 

8.0.17 

N. of Ypres, Belgium 


27.7.17 

6\9.I7 

P.asscheiidaele Ridge. Franiie . , 


6.11.17 

11.1.18 

Nr. Calonne. Franee 


2O.0.16 

5.8. 16 

.Vr. Bl.airvdie. Franee . . 


17/1S.4.16 

26.0. 16 

Bogeast Wood. France 


21 /2r>.8.18/ 

15. II. 18 



4.0.18 


St. B*‘dger, Fiance 


21/22.3.18 

t.6, 18 

BiictjiioY. Franee 


8.5.18 

28.6.18 

llorseshiM' Trench. Fiance 


.5.7.16 

0.0.16 

Tbiepval, Franee 


1.7.16 

26.9.16 

N r. Be 'I’ranslov. P'raiiee 


5.11.16 

30. 12.16 

E. of Polygon Wood. Franee . . 


1.10.17 

11.1.18 

Wieitje, Flanders 


31.7.17 

6.0. 17 

Itleneorse Wood. E. of Ypres, Fratiei* 

20.0.17 

8.11.17 

.Nr. (’amhral. France (dlstingu 

shed fl>ing 


11.8.17 

servs.). 




Pozli H's, France 


23.7. 16 

0.0.16 

Mlall, K. Afiiea 


21.8.16 

29.12.16 

Johannesbruek. nr. Songea, E. .\lri(a 

12.2.17 

8.6.17 

Villers Bretonneu.\', France 


17/18.7.18 

16.0.18 

Slioria, Palest nil* 


7.11.17 

18.12.17 

El Buif, J*alestine 


1,12.17 

13.2.18 

Trones Wood, Franee . . 


14.7.10 

26.10.16 

Kaueourt. I’Abhav, Franee 


1.10.16 

25.11.16 

K. of Amiens, France . . 


0.8.18 

27.9.18 

E. of Meharleoiirt, Franee 


8/9.8.18 

27.9.18 

Fayes, Franei* 


28.4. 17 

27.6.17 

H.E. ot High Wood, France 


1.5.0.17 

14.6.17 

Hill 70, nr. Bom. Frann* 


16.8.17 

17.10.17 

Vllleri Bretonneiix. Franee 


6.7.18 

17.8.18 

Nr. .Arms, Franee 


9.4.17 

8.6.17 

E. of Marteville, Franco 


21.3.18 

22.5.18 

Falauiyah Bines, Mesopotamia 


:>.4.16 

26.9.16 

Polygon Wood. nr. Ypres, Fiance 
S.E. of Ypres. Franee . . 


26 28.9,17 

26.11.17 


20.9.17 

26.11.17 

W. of St. (Quentin Canal, and N. 

of 'rergnler. 

23.3.18 

3. .5. 18 

Franee. 



E. ol Beiiipire. France . . 


6.8.17 

n.io.i- 

Y'.ser (’anal. Flanders .. 


31.7.17 

6.9. ly 

Kavrineoiirt. Fiance 


12.0. 18 

15.11.18 

(jfinehy, Fianee . . 


i:..0.16 

26.10.16 

Nr. Hill 00 (Zwarteleeii, France) 


8.0.17 

17.10.17 

St. Ives, France . . 


7/12.6.17 

2.8.17 

Boars Head. Riehebuiirg rAxoue. 

Franei* . . 

30.6.16 

9.0.16 

Ba Bojselle, France 


2,3.7.16 

0.9.16 

Nr. Po7. 1 ere.s. Franee 


28.7.16 

26.0.16 

Arras. Franee 


28.3.18 

3.5.18 

E. of Bouehavesnes, Franee . . ‘ 


8. .3. 17 

11. 5. 17 

Nr. Hamel. Franee 


1.7.16 

0.0.16 

Nr. .Arras, Franee 


0.4.17 

8.6.17 

E. of Meaulte, Frariee 


3/4.6.16 

5.8.16 

Wadi, Mesopotamia 


13.1.16 

21 .6.16 

(•uilleii.ont. Franee 


0.8.16 

26.10.16 

Wieitje. Flandes 


31.7/2.8.17 

14.0.17 



(Bar) 

l.agni court, Franee 


26.3.17 

11,5.17 

(iiiineliv. Franee 


18.10,15 

3.3.16 

Fejja, Palestine 


21/22.12.17 

27.2 18 

PneleajH’lle. Franee 


0.10.17 

18.12.17 

Boiirlon Woisl, France., 


28/20.11.17 

11.1.18 

Nr. Pii/ieres. Fianee 


0.0.16 

26.10.16 

Westli >ek. Flanders 


31.7.17 

It. 0.17 

Martinpuleh. Frame 


25.8.18 

22.10.18 

(Jlxenchy, France 


0.4.18 

28.6.18 

Palestine. . , . ... 


• 31.10.17 

18.12.17 

Mareoing to .\lberl, France 


22/27.3.18 

24.4.18 

Hervllly WimhI. Franee 


22.3.18 

3.5.18 

E. of Ypres, Fiaiuv 


20.0.17 

8.11.17 

Bt'Hewaarde, Flanders . . 


31.7.17 

6.0.17 

S. of Aeheville, France . . 


3.5.17 

27.6.17 
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Name and Rcglmont. 


Tln'atn^ of War. 


Cov( 5 KEVE, Bt. Maj. W. La T.. D.S.O.. M.C.. late Rif. 
Bde. 

Cooke, Ptc. T., late Hth Bn., Au><t. Inf., 

COOPER, Sj?t. E., 12tli Bn.. K.K. Rif. C 

COPPISS, Cpl. F. G., «tli Bn., Manitoba K 

COTTER, L. /cpl. (A. /Cpl.) W. R., late tUh Bn., E. Kont R 

CorxTER, Pt«*. J. T., King's L'pool K 

Coi RY, 2nd Lt. a. «., 8. Lull. R. (Hid. attil. 1 ;4th. Bn.). 

CoVEUPAI.E. Sgt. H., 11th Bn., Maueh. R 

COX. Pte. C., 7tli Bn.. Bodf. R 

CR.ilo. 2nd Lt. .T. M., 1 /4th Bn., attd. lyTRli Bii. 
R. Sfo. Fus. 

Crichton. Ptc. J., 2nd Bn., Aiick. R.. \./.F 

CRO.\K, Ptc. J. B.. late yiicbcc R 

Cross. Ptc. (A./L. /Cpl.) A. II., 40th Bn.. M.G. Corps .. 

Crowk. 2nd Jd. J.. 2nd Bn.. Wore. R 

CRl’ICKSHANK. Ptc. R. K.. 2 /4th Bn.. Lond. R. (Lond. Sco.). 

CrxNlXOHAM. Cpl. J.. hiU' 2nd Bn.. Lein. R 

CUXNIXOHAM, Ptc. J., K. York. R 


Franco 

I*o/,lcrcx. France 
I.nngcinarck. Flaiiilcrs . , 

Hackett Woods. France 

Nr. Hohenzolicni Rcdoiilit. France .. 

Nr. Boisiciix St. Marc. France 

Nr. .Arrow Head Cop'll*. France 

S.W. of Pm'lcapcllc. France 

Aehit-lc-G rand, France 

Kn.vpt 

Crevec«i‘ur. Franco 
\ miens, France 
Krvillers. France 
Veiive KRlise, France 
E. of Jordan, Ftrv|>t 
Bois-en-llache. Fran e . 

Oppoilte Hebiitcrnc Sc«-(oi. Fr.itnv .. 


Bate of 
Ib'cd. 

0 '20. 7. Id 

21 -2.-,. 7. Id 
Id.S. 17 
0.S.18 
d.H. 1« 
Id. 4. IS 
s.s. Id 

i:M7.:i.17 

*1.0.17 

.HO.O.IS 
•S.S. I.S 
2:..H.iH 
t I. 4. IK 
1 .'-..IS 
12.1.17 
IH.II.ld 


DAI.ZIEL, Dvr. H.. l.*>th Bn.. .\.I F. .. .. .. Hamel Wood. Fnincc . .. 1.7. 1 H 

DaSPOX, Pte. F. (jr., late 4th Bn.. Wore, R. .. .. Boesinghe Seetor, France .. 0.IO.I7 

DavKY, Cpl. P.. M.M.. 10th Bn.. A.l.F. .. .. Merris, Kruim* .. 2S.d.ls 

Davies. <’pl. J. L., late 1 Hth Bn.. R. Welsh Fiis. . . .. Pllekem. Flanders .. HI. 7. 17 

Davies, Cpl. . I. T.. S. Laii. R. .. .. .. Nr. KpiM^ville. Fi inee .. .. 2I.H.IS 

Davik.s. Cpl. J., loth Bn., R. Welsh Fus. .. .. Delviile Wood. Frar.ee 20.7. Id 

Day, Cpl. S. J.. 1 Ith Bn., Suit. R. .. .. K. of Hargieoiirl. Fram*e 2d..S.I7 

lUNESEX, Pte. T., 42nd Bn., Quebec R. .. .. .. Parvi Hers, France 12.S.IS 

DOUOALL. Lt. (A./Capt.) E. S. late S.U., attd. “ A " Bty., Messines, France 10. t . IS 

HSth Bde. 

DowxiK. Sgt. R., 2ml Bn., R. Dub. Fns. .. .. (Jun pits K. of Les Boeiifs. Framv .. 2H.10.ld 

Dresser, Pte. T.. 7th Bn., York R. .. .. ., Nr. Roeux, Fianee .. I2..^.I7 

DiTFFY, Pte. J., dth Bn., H. Tnnis. Fiis. .. Kerelna Peak. Palestine .. 27.12'. 17 

DU-XVilJ.r., 2nd Lt. .1, S., late 1st R. l)ns. .. .. .. Nr. Kisdiy, Fraiu-e .. .. 21/2.'>.d.l7 

DWYF.U, Sgt. J. J., 4th Aiist. M.G. Coy., Aust. M.G. Corps Zoniiebeke. France . . 2d.{>. 17 


Edw.abds, Sgt. A., 1/flth Bn.. Sea. Highrs 

Edwards, Pte. F. J.. Pith Bn.. Midd'.x R. 

Edw.\UDS. Pte. \V., 7th Ra., K.O. Yorks. L.I. 

EOKRTON. Cpl. E. A.. Idth Bn., Notts it Derby. R. 
Elliott-Poofer. Capt. (T. /Lt.-Col.) N. B., D.S.O., M.C., 
Hth Bn., R Fils. 

Emerson’, T. /2nd Lt. J. S., late 0th Bn.. R. fniiis. Fus. 

EHSKlXK. A. /Sgt. J., late. Sco. Rif.. T.F 

iSVASS, Maj. (A./Lt.-Col.) L. P.. D.S.O.. R. Hlglirs. 

Fatlds, Pte, W. F., 1st Bn., S. Afr. Int 

FlowerdEW, Lt. G. M., late Lord Stratlicona’s Hoise .. 
Fokhes-Rohertson, Capt. (A. /Lt.-f’ol.) ,1., D.S.O,, M.C., 
Bold. R. 

Forsyth, Sgt. S.. late N.Z. Engrs., attd. 2iid Bn., 
Atiek'd R. 

Foster, Cpl, E., IHth Bn., E. Siirr. R 

FRKYREKO, Cupt. (T. /Lt.-Col.) B. C., D.S.O., It.W. Suit. 
R, it R.N.I). 

FuiokletoX, L. /cpl. S,, 3rd Bn., N.Z, Rif. Bde. . . 

FynX, Pte. J. II., late Ith Bn.. S. Wale.s Bonl. .. 

0.\nY. Lt. .A. K.. late 28th Bn.. A.l.F 

Gee, Lt. (T./Capt.) 11., M.C.. 2nd Bn., R. Fns 

Gill, Sgt, A., late 1st Bn„ K.H. Rif. C. . . 

OoitlXD SiXciH, L. /Dafadar, 28th Light (^av,, I. A., attd. 
2nd Lrs.. I.A. 

Good, Cpl. H. J, IHth Bn.. Quebec R 

GOSLINO, Sgt. W., R.F.A., Hid Wessex Bde., T E. 
Goi'RLEY, Sgt. (’. K.. M.M., " D " Bty., 27dtli W. Lancs. 
Bde.. R.F.A., T.F. 

Gkmi.^m, Lt. J. R. N., Arg. it Sutli’d lllglirs.. attd. M.G.C. 
Greaves, A. /Cpl. F., Otb Bn., Notts it Derby. R. 
GREr.v, Cart. J. L., late R.A.M.C. .. 

Gkeo(». Sgt. W., D.C.M., M.M.. IHtb Bii., Rif. Bde. 
OuiHKLE, T./Capt. J. R.. lOtb (S.) Bn., R. War. R 

Grieve, Capt. R. C.. H7th Bn., A ns. Inf., A.l.F 

Gkimualdestox, Sgt. (A. /C.Q.M.S.) W. H., 1st Bn., K.O. 
.Seo. Bord. 

Groo.AX, Ht. Lt,-C<»l. (I*. /Brig -Gen.) G. NY. St. G., C.M.G., 
D.S.O., Wore. R., Comdg. 2.{id. Ini. Bde. 

H.\rKETT, Spr. \y., late R. E. 

If.\lXE, 2nd Lt. R. L.. 1st Bn., H.A.C 

HalliwklL, L. /Cpl. J., lltb Bn., Lan. Fiis. 

HaLTON, Pte. A.. Pt Bn., K.O.R. liaiie. R. 

IIAMILTON. Pt<‘. /.V. L./CpI.) J. B , 1 /0th Bn.. High L.f. 

Haxxa, C.S.M. R., 21)th Bn., Can. Inf 

Hardy, Rev. T. B., D.S.O.. M.P.. A. Cbai.l. Dept., attd. 
Htb Bn.. JJno. R. 

Harris, Sgt. T. J., M.M.. late dth Bn.. R.W. Kenf. R. 
Harrison. T. /2ihI IJ. J., M.C., llth (S.) Bn., E. York. R. 
Harvey, Lt. F. M. W.. Lor«l Strathcoria's Hoinc 

Harvey. Pte. J., l/22nd Bde., Lond. K 

Hayward, Lt. (A./Capt.) R. K. J.. Pt Bn. Wilts R. .. 
Heaviside. Pte. M., loth Bn.. Dnr. L.f. .. .. • 

Hexdersox, 2nd Jit. (A./Capt.) A., M.4'., lafs? 4(b, attd. 

2nd, Bn., Arg. it Siith’d Highrs. 

Henderson, Major (T. /Lt.-Col.) E. E. I)., late 2nd Bn.. 

N. Staffs. R., attd. 0th R. War. R. 

Herrixo, T. /2nd Lt. A. C., North n R. . . - 

Hkwitsox. L. /Cpl. J.. 1 /4th Bn.. R. I.anc- R.. I 
Hewitt, 2nd Lt, D.G.W., late llth Bn. Mam|)s. 
Hewitt. L. /Cpl. VV. H., 2nd Bn., s.A. Infy, R. . • 

HILL, Pte. A., 10th Bn . R.W. Ftis. . .. .. 

Hirsch, 2nd Lt. (A./Capt.) D. P.. late 4th Bn., York. R. 
HOBSOX, Sgt. F., late 20th Bii., Can. Inf 


r.F. 

. R. 


N. of Ypres. France . . . . . . . . HI . 7 . 1 7 / 

1.8.17 

Thlepval. France .. .. .. .. 2d.0.1d 

Langomarck. Flanders . . .. ,. .. Id. 8. 17 

S.E. of Ypres. France .. .. .. 20.11.17 

E. La Vacqucilc, nr. Cambrai. France . . .‘50. 11.17 

Hiiidenbiirg Line. N. of La Vaeqiierie. France d,12.I7 

Givenchy. France 22.d.Id 

N r. Zoniiebeke, France . . , . 4.10.17 

Delviile W’ood, France 1 8 . 7 . 1 d 

N.E. of Bols de Moreiiil, France .. .. H0.:{ IH 

Nr. Vleiix Berqiilii, France .. .. 11/12. 4. 18 

G re villers, France 21.8. 18 

Yillers Plovlch, France 24.4.17 

.N. of A lie re. France .. .. .. .. IH.ll.ld 

Messines, Franee .. .. .. .. 7.d.l7 

Saiinaiyat, IVIeHopotamia .. .. .. IM.Id 

VMlIers Bretonneiix. Franee .. 8.8.18 

Masiilere ainl Les Rues Vertes, Franee 30,11.17 

Delviile Wood. Franee 27.7. Id 

E. of Po/.ieres, France .. .. 1,2.17 

llanguard Wood. France 8.8,18 

.Nr, Arras, France .. .. .'*.1,17 

Little Prlel Farm, K. of K|*hej, Fiance . . 30.11,17 

Istabnlat. Meso|>otami:i 22.4 17 

l‘«M‘lca*»elle. N. of Ypre-.. Franee .. 1.10.17 

KoMi|uevillers, France .. 1.7. Id 

Biicquoy, Franc** .. .. 8..*. 18 

llcaunietz, HHiinn’s Ridge. Fiam*** .. .. 2‘C:i.l8 

Mc'^slins, France .. .. 7.d.l7 

Wijdendrilt, Flanders .. .. .. Id. 8.17 

River .\isii<* Frain***; .. 27. .*.18 

(Jpencliy, 22 2H.d.Id 

8,20.4. 17 
27.:*. 18 
12. I<*. 17 
.'> 2d.0. 17 

21 .8. 17 
.'*.1.18 

.** 2d. 1.18 
/27. 1. 18 
0.8.18 

3.. '*. 17 
27.H.17 

2.0. 18 
il ,'22. H. 18 

d..>.17 

24.4.17 

2r>.I .17 

/24.H.18 

20.4.17 
HI. 7. 17 
20.0.17 
20.7. Id 

20 .3.17 
l.*i.8.17 


Shatt**sl>ury Avcmi* .Min*. 

Franci* 

.Nr. Gavrcll'*. Fianc** 

Miiscoiirt, France 
Nr. Poeb*apell«*, Franc** 

N. <*f Ypr**s*M**niii R*»ad. Fianc** 

L*‘iis. France 

Nr. Biieqtioy and E. of G**mmi*eomt, Fian 


Morlaiie*nnt. Franc** 
tippy. Franc** 
t;iiy**n*<iiirt. Fiance 
.N. **l l’i r**im**, Fran**** .. 

.Nr. Fr**mi**'mt. FiaiH-e 

Nr. K*mtaiii**-les-t;i«»P*n«*s, Fiaii*** . 

Nr. F*nit.iin*‘-l**s-t'r*)ls* ll'‘'', Fiari*** . 

W**d Bank *d the Mai. .M« s*q»*>tamla. 

M*intagn** Bri*lge, Fran* ** 

Nr. (;i\**n* by. Fraiir*** 

N.E. ot Ypres. Fland<*ri 

E. *d Ypres. Friiii**:* 

Delviile W*>*al. Fran**** 

Nr. Wan**«»urt, Fiain*^* .. 

N.W. L*-!!-*, Kram-e 


357 


GaZl'tte 
Date. 
2d. 10. Id 

0. 0d 

14.0. 17 

27.0. 18 
HO. 3. Id 
22.:*. 18 

2d. 10. Id 
18.12.17 
II 17 

2.1.17 

i:». 11 .18 

27.0. 15 

1. d.lH 
28.d. 18 
•21 .0.18 

5.0. 17 
IH.1.17 

17.8. IS 
*20.11.17 

17.8.18 

d.o. 17 

22.. '-*. 18 

2 d.o. Id 

17.10.17 
2d. 10. 18 

4.d.I8 

2.'*. II .Id 
27.d.l7 

27.2.18 

2.8.17 

20. 1 1.17 

1 1.0. 17 

2:*. 11 Id 

14.0. 17 
2d. 11.17 

IH.2.18 

IH. 2.18 

r>.8.l« 

2d. 11. Id 

0.0.10 

24.4.18 

22.. '). 18 

22 . 10.10 

27.d.l7 
If). 12. Id 

2.8.17 
2d.0.1d 

30.10.18 

11.1.18 
2d. 10. Id 

II. 1.18 

27.0. 18 
I4.d.I7 

IH. 2.18 

14.7.17 
2d. 11. 17 

.'i.H. Id 
2N.d, 18 

28.0. 18 
2.8.17 

II. 0.17 

•i.'i.V.lS 


.'i.s.id 

8.0.17 
2.*). 7. 18 
20. 1 1.17 
20.11.17 

8.11.17 

11. 7. 18 


2‘i. 10. IS 
I4.d.l7 
8.0.17 
I.'). II. 18 
21.1.18 
8.0.17 
1.7.17 

8.0. 17 

7.0. 1H 
H . 0 . 1 8 

14.0. 17 

20.11.17 

20.0. 1d 
1 4.0.17 

17. 10. 17 
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THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


Name and Acg'rnrnt. 


Theatre of War. 


Date of 
Deed. 


Holland. Lt. J. V., :ir<l lin., lx*ins. R., att4. 7th Bn. .. 
lloLMFS, I*te, T. W., 1th Bn., Can. Mtd. Rif. 

Horsfall, 2n(l Lt. B. A., late FI. Lane. R 

Howkll, ('pi. 0. J., Bn., .4.1.1'’. . . 

HUDSON, Capt. (T. /Lt.-Col.) C. FL, D.S.O., M.C., 11th 
Bn., Drrh. . H. 

Hcoukh. Pte. T., (;th Bn., (’onn. Rang 

Hull, I*te. (Shooing Smith) C., 21st Lrn, .. 

HrsTFK. CpI. I). F., l/rith Bn., High. L.I 

H I'K’UlNSov. J., 2/.'ith Bn., I.an. F,« . 

Hitt, I*D*. a., 1 /7th Bn.. It. War. K. 

Inwood, Pte. II, K,, JOth Bn., A.T.K. .. 


Guillernont, France 3.9.16 

Nr. Passcheiidaele. Franco 26.10.17 

Between Moyrnville and Blainwvillo, France 27.3.18 

Nr. Bullcooiirt, France . . .. ., .. 6.5.17 

Nr. A.siagu, Italy ., .. .. .. 15.6.18 

nnillernont. Franco .. .. .. .. 3.9.16 

Hall/ Kor, India 5.9.15 

N. W. of Mopuvros 16/17.9.18 

Opposite Ficheux. France 28.6.10 

Terrier Farm, S.E. of Poelcapello, France .. 4.10.17 

Polygon Wood, E. of Ypres, France .. ,. 19/22.9.17 


J\(KSoN, Stft. H.. 7th (S.) Bn.. K. Y(»rks. R. 

.lAiKSov. Pte. w.. 17th Bn., A.I.F 

Jami:k, T, /(’apt. M, A., Mth (S.) Bn., (rhnie. R. 

.JAiir.ATT. (*pl. (L, late .sth Bn., R. Fih. .. 

Jkffkiks, ('apt. ('. S., lat.<^ 34th Bn., A.I.F. 

.Tknsf.n. Pt(>. J. (!., .'lOth Bn., 4.I.F. 

JoNKS, Sgt. J)., 12th Bn., L'pod H, 

Jf»N'KN. T./Lt. H. B. B.. late Lan. R 

J’te. T. A., l’>t Bn., Ches. R. 

JI DSOV. Sgt. R. S.. I).('..\!., !Vf..Vf., I.st Aiick. R.. X.Z.K. 


Hermles, France 
Nr. Arrnentieres, France 
Nr. Vein W'ood, France 
Nr. Pelves. France 
I’as.sehen<iaele, France . . 
.\«)renil. France . . 
(iiiilleinont. Frame 
Broa<linarsh (!rater, Fraiicc 
M'H val. France . . 

South of Bai>aume. France 


22.3.18 
25/26.6.16 

21.3.18 
3. .5. 17 

12.10.17 
2.4.17 
3.9.10 
21 .5.16 
2.'). 9. 10 
20.W.1M 


Kakhlk, ( pi. .r., M.M., Lite 22nd (French ('an.) Bn., 
(pichf'e R. 

Karanhamadck Raw, Riflinn., 2;3id <LA.(4. (hiikha Rif. 

Kklly, T. /2nd lA. H.. loth Bn., W. Rid. R 

Kfnny. Pie. II., 1st Bn., L..N.Lan. R 

Kknny. Pte. T. ,F. B., 2nd Bn.. A.I.F 

KKIUJ. Pte. J. (’., 19th Bn. Can. Inf 

Kildy, ('apt. F. (1., late 2nd Bn., S. Staff. R. . . 
Kinross, Pte. C. J.. 19lh Bn.. Can. Inf. (.Allrota) R. 

K NIC nr. Sgt. A, (1., lati* loth Bn., AUxrta R., (^an. fnf. 
KNioifT, Sgt. A. .1.. 2,Hth Bn., L<ind. R. . . 

Knox, T. /2nd Lt. C. L., i:)t)tli Fid. Coy. R.E 

Konmwal. a. /C pI. F., 47tli Bn.. Can. fnf. 


eu vi 1 le- Vi ta-.se. F ranee 


8/9.0. 18 


El Kefr, Egypt . . 

f.e Sars, Krariee 

.\r. Loo.s, Fnuicf* 

llcrtiiles, France 

Coiiicididte. Franee 

Nr. (liiineliy. Franee 

Passcheiidacle Ridg«*, Fiance . 

Villers-le.s-Cagiiieourt, France 
Alberta Section, Vpres. France 
Tiign.v, France . , 

Lem, Franc i 


10.4. 18 

4.10.10 
25.9. 15 

9.4.17 

10.9.10 
25.9.15 

2H ,'29. 10. 17 
.n.io/i.n .17 

2.9.18 

20.9.17 

22 . 3 . 18 


Lakonk, Maj. M., late 1 /1st C«ninty of Loud. Vet>. .. 
Lala. I.ame/Naik. late 41st Dognis. iml. .Army .. 
Lasclllks. 2nd Lt. (A. /Capt.) A. M., 3id. attd. 1 Itli, Bn., 
Dtiih. L.I. 

LAniKK, Pie. I). R.. R. Scot. KiH 

LuniKNT, Sgt. H. J., 22ml Bn.. N.Z. Rif. Bde., N.Z.F. .. 

J.KAK, Pte. ,1., 9th Bn., A.I.F 

LKMtMONTif, Capt. (A. /Maj.) o, M., M.O., late 2nd Bn., 
Can. liif. 

Lkwis. Pte. H. W.. nth Bn., Welsh R 

LiSTKK, Sgt. .1.. 1st Bn.. Lan. Kus 

laiosKMoite, Pte. A., stii Bn.. W, Rid. R. , . 

Loi'Do.n-Sii \ND, T. /Maj. S. W., late 10th Bn., Yorks. R. 
H msdfn, Maj. F. W., D.S.O., R.M.A 


Beer.-Iii'ha. Palestine 
El Orati. .Vl'‘sopotamiH 
Masnieres, Franee 

Cai>e llelles. Dardancll vs 
E. of (jrou7.''aeonrt Wood, Fiariei* 
Po/ieres, Franee 
E. of Loos, Franc<‘ 

Salonika . . 

E. ot Y pres, France 

S. o| Langeiuarok, Flanders . . 

.\r. Friciiurt, Krane ‘ 

Fram illy, Fiance 


27.10.17 

21.1.10 

3.12.17 


13.8.15 

12.9.18 

23.7.10 

18.H.17 

22,23,10.10 

9.10.17 

11.8.17 
1.7.10 

3,4.1.17 


M \(’Dowi« LL, Cant. T. W.. D.S.O., 38th Bn., Can. Tnf. .. 
MAiiNTYitr. T./Lt. I). li., Arg. <V Suth’d llighrs., attd. 
l,0lh Bn. High. L.I., T. F. 

M4< KIM'osii, Lt. 1).. late 3id Bn., Sea. Highrs 

MAsmis, Pte. R. (L, R.A.S.C., T.F.. attd. I INt Fid. Amb. 

.MAt FK. 2ml Lt. H. B., I2tth Sge. Bty., R.(i \ 

Mayson, CpI. (L. /.Sjt.) T. F., l/ltli Bn., R. Lan. R., T.F. 
Mt'\t L\Y, Sgt. J., D.C.M., 1st Bn., Scots (Ms 
McBkatm, L. 'CpI. R., l/5th Bn., Sea. Higlir^.., T.F. 
Mi'CrDDi-N. 2ml Lt. (T. /(’apt ) J. B.. D.S.cj., m.(’.. M.M., 
(ten. List, and No. oOth S'|d.n., R.F.ts 

MoDoroALL, Sgt. S. R., 47th Bn . V.I.F 

M.AcFAD/.KiN, Pte. W. F., late nth Bn., R. Ir. Rit. .. 

MMD.f, Sgt. J... late, 4(tth Hii., A.I.F 

McIntosh, Pte. (L, 1 /Gth Bn., (Jonl. Iligtii-. 

McIvkk, Pte. II.. M.M., late 2nd Bn.. R. Scot- .. 
McKian. Lt. (L B., MM.. 14th Can. Iiit. Bn. (jiicbei- K. 
MacKk\ 7IF, Lt. II., D.C.M., late Can. .M.O. Oorp-., 7th 
Can. 31.0. (siv. 

Mi’N OK, T./Lt. E. 9tli (S.) Bn.. R. Siin^. R 

McNamaka. Lt. F. H.. No. 07 Aiist. Siplii.. K.F.c. 
McNamaka. CpI. J., E. Sun. R. . . 

McNfss, 1.. Sgt. F.. 1st Bn.. Scols (ids. .. 
McBfady-Diak.MID. T. /LI. (A. /Capt.) M. C., late I7fh 
(S.) Bn.. Mldd’\ R. 

Mkiklr, Sgt. J.. M.M.. late lt!i Bn. Sea. Highi* 

Mf.LLISH, The Rev. E. N'., I’, C.F.. .A. Clmiil. DeiO. 
Mklvin, Pte. C., 2ml Bn.. R. llighrs. 

Mktcalf, L. /CpI. W. H.. MM., lOfh Bn., 31anitoiia R., 
Can. Int\'. 

Mim.KK. Pte. J.. late 7th Bn , K. Lan R. . . 

Mii.i.s. Pte. W.. late 1,10th Bn.. Mancli. R.. T.F. 

Mii.M'. Pte. W. J.. late lOili Bn., Can. Inf. 

Minf.K. Cpl. II. (t. B.. late nStli Bn.. 'Jiid Cent. Ontario R. 
Molynkcx. Sgt. ,1.. 2nd Hn., K. Fiis. 

Moon. Lt. H. V.. 58th Bn., .A.I.F. .. 

Mookk. 2iid Lt. M. S. S . 1.5tti Bn . Hamp.. R 

Mott. Sgt. E J., tst Bn.. Bmd. R. 

MoTTKKSHKVD. Sgt. T.. late 20tli Stjdn.. R F.C. .. 
MoCNTAIN, Sgt. .V., 15 17tli Bn., W. Vtnk-.. R. . . 
Moynfy, L. Sgt. J.. 2ml Bn.. Ir. CnD. 

MroFoKD, L. ,Cpl. H.. Sth Sqdn.. M.C. Corp, .. 

Mcllin. Sgt. (L M.. M.M.. Can. Inf., P.P.C.L.l 

MrnK\Y. Capt. 11. W.. D.S.O.. D.C.M.. 13th Bii., A.LF. 
Mylks. 2ml Lt. K. K.. WeUii H. . . 


Vimy Ridge, Franee 

Nr. Heiilu Fontaine. Croi'illes, France 

N. of Fanipoux, France 
Nr. Bet hum*. Franee .. 

Feiiehy, Fram-e 
Wleltji*, Flamb'i’s 
Fontaine Notie Dame. Frame 
W. ot Cainhrai. France . . 

Distinguished Flying SciN ices. Frame 

Dei nancoiirt, France 
.Nr. Tide p\al Wood, Fiance 
K. of Ypres, Fram'c 
Vpres, Belgium . . ,, 

E. of Coiireelle.s-le-Cointe, France 
(lavrcile Sector. France 

Mcelschecli* Spur, nr. Pas.sctiendaele, France 
Nr. Huugc, Frame 

Eg V I it 

N.W. France 

Nr. (iiiichy, France 
M'HMivres Sector, France 

Nr. Mai tail France .. 

St. Eloi, Framr . . 

Istahulat. MeMipotainia 
Arras, Franee 

Bazeiitiii-le-Petit, Friimv 
(iiNenehy, Franee 
N r. Thelus, Franee 
Deiniiin. Franee 
E. of Laiigeiiiarck, Franee 
Nr. Biilleeourt, France.. 

Nr. Tower Hamlets, K. of Ypres, Fiame 
S. of le Traiisloy, Franee 
-Nr. Ploegsteert Wood. Frivmv 
naMi 'liTieourt, Franee .. 

•N. of the Broeidieek, France . . 

Mom hy-le-Prcu\. Franee 
Passehendaele, Fram*e . . 

Stormy Trem li. N.E. of (•uedeeuurt, Fiance 
.Saiiaiyal. M “•oimtamia. , 


9 13.4.17 


ami 27.8. 18 

11.4.17 
9.4.18 
4 0.17 

31.7.17 

27.11.17 

20.11.17 

23. 12.17 

30.1.18 

28.3.18 
1.7.10 

4.10.17 

31.7.17 

23.8.18 
27 28.4 . 18 

30.11.17 


14.2.10 
2t).3.17 

3.9.18 

15.9.10 
30.11 . 17 

to 1.12.17 
'20.7.18 
27 ,'29.3. 16 
21.4.17 

2.9.18 


30 31.7.10 
10;il .12.17 

9. 4.17 

8.8.18 

9.10.17 

12.5.17 

20.8.17 

27.1.17 
7.1.17 

26.3.18 
12 13.9.17 

11.4.17 

39.10.17 

4/5.2.17 

9.4.10 


Nkkdh 4M. PN‘. S.. 1 /5th Bn.. Beuf. R ‘gt. 
Nkwl\nds, Capt. J. E.. 12th Bn.. A.I.F. .. 

Nicholas, Pte. H. J., Isl Bn.. N.Z. Inf., Cant. R. 


Kefr Kasim. Palc.-ntiiie .. 

Bapauiiie, Canibrai Rd., W. ot Bonrsies 
N.E. ot Lagnieourt, France 
Poldenkock. France 


10 11.9.18 • 

7 9.4.17 

1.1.4.17 

3.12.17 


Gaadte 

Date. 

26.10.16 

11 . 1.18 

22.5.18 

20.0. 17 

11.7.18 

26.10.16 

3.3.16 
23.10.18 

9.9.16 

26.11.17 

26 . 11.17 

8.5.18 

9.9.16 

28.6.18 

8.6.17 

18.12.17 
8.6.17 

20.10.10 

5.8.16 

20.10.10 

30.10.18 

10.9.18 

21.0. 18 
25. II. 10 

30.3.10 

8.0. 17 

20.10.10 

30.3.10 
11 .1 . I^ 

15.11.18 

8.11.17 

4.0. 18 

26.11.17 

18.12.17 

13.5.10 

11.1.18 

13.1.17 

15.11.18 
9.9. 10 

8.11.17 

15.12.10 

20.11.17 

14.9.17 

9.9.10 

8.0. 17 

8.0.17 

26.10.18 

8.7.10 
8.5. 18 

2.8.17 

14.9. 17 

11.1.18 
11.1.18 

2.4.18 

3.5.18 

9.9.10 

20.11.17 
0.9.17 

15.11.18 
28.0.18 

13.2.18 

30.3.10 
8.0.17 

15.11.1.5 
20.10. 10 
15.;t.is 

10.9.18 

20.4.10 

20.11.17 

15.11.18 

9.9.10 

13.2.18 
8.0.17 

20.10.18 

20.11.17 

14.6.17 

8.11.17 

10.3.17 

12.2.17 
7.6.18 

17.10.17 

20. 11. 17 

11.1.18 
10.;}. 17 

26.9.10 

3«).10.18 

8.0.17 

n.1.18 



THE TIMES lilSTOnY OE THE WAIT 


Name and KojzinuMit.. 

OCKENHEV. Sfrgt.. J., Nt Bn., R. Dul). Fu- 

O’Kelly, U. (4. /rapt.) C. V. J., M C\. .V2n(l Bu.. ( uii. Inf. 

O’Meara, rtc. M.. 16th Bn.. A.I.F 

ORM8BY, SRt. .1., 2nd Bn., K.O. York. h.I. 

O’RorKKF. Pto. M. J., 7th Bn., Can. Inf 

PAL.4ER, T<./Sgt. (now 2nd Id.) F. W.. R. Fiis. .. 
PARSONS, T./2iid Id. n. F.. Ijit^ OU)nr>. R., attd. Itth 
(S.) Bn. 

Baton. Id. (A. /(’apt.) G. H. T.. late tth Bn., (i. Gd-. 
PATTISOX. Ptr. ,1. G.. 50th Bn.. Can. IntV. 

PEARKES, (’apt. (A./Maj.) G. R., D.S.O., M.c.. .',th Bn.. 
Can. Mtd. Rif. 

Peck. Id. -Col. C. W., O.S.O.. IHth Bn.. .MamlMh.i R. .. 

PEELER. L. /Cnl. W., :ird Au•^t. Par. Bn.. \.I.F 

PHILLIPS. T./td. A \djt. R. F., i:Uli Bn.. R War. R.. 
attd. 0th (S.) Bn. 

PolLAKP. 2iid Id. A. ().. M.(’.. Ft P,ii.. II.A.C 

Pope. Id. C.. late llth Bn., A.I.F 

PorLTEK, Ptc. A.. l/Oh Bn.. W. Rid. R.. T.F 

Proctor, Pt<\ A. H., T.’pol R.. 'J’.f. 

PROWSE, (’lih'f IVtty Ofttrrr ((., Orakt- Bn.. R.N.N.R. .. 
Pkyce, Id. (A./Capt.) T. T., M.C.. G. G<F. 

(n’loo, Ptc. K., 12th Bn., Ir. Rif 

Ratclifke. Pic. W , 2nd Bn.. S. I.nn. R. . . 

Reapitt, Pt»‘. J., (itii Bn., .s, Pan. R. 

Rees Sjtt. I.. llth Bn., s. Wah'^ Bord. .. 

REES, (’apt. (T. /Maj.) L. W. B.. R. \. .v R.F.C 

RKlP. (’apt. O. A.. 2nd Bn.. L’pool R.. attd. dth Bn.. 
B.N. Ban. R. 

Reynolds. T. (’apt. II.. M.C.. 12th Bn,. R. Scot-. 

Rhodes. L. /Sjit. ,1. If.. :iid Bn., G. Gd^ 

RK IIARDSON, Pt(*. (Pip: r) .1.. lat«> Kith Bn.. Manitoba R . 
Can. Int. 

Ritcitte, Dinminoi \V. 2nd Bn.. Sim. Ilmlir>. 

Rorerts. Capt. (A. /Id. -Col.) F. ('., D.S.O.. M.C. Ft Bn., 
W(»rc. R. 

Rouerison, t'. (.'.. M.M.. lOKi Bn.. R. Fig. 

RonERTSON, 2nd Id. (’., Into R.W. Smr. R.. S.R. (1*. /Id. 
(.\. (’apt.) 'rank Coip^). 

Robertson. Pt<*. J. p.. lain 27tli Bn., ( an. Int. .. 
BoniNsoN. lit. W. li.. Won-. R. d K.F.C. ., 

Room, Pt.*. (A. B. (’pl.t F. (J.. 2n<l Bn.. R li. R. 

Rt s^ELL, (’apt. .I. F.. M.C.. lab' R.A.M.(’.. T.F.. alt«l. 

I (ith Bn.. R.W. FiP.. I'.F. 

Ri thven. Spt. W.. 22hd Bn.. \.l.l'. 

Rt THEREORP, Id. C. S.. M.(’.. M.M.. (ifli ( .M.R. Bn.. 
()nrbrc R. 

Rvper. Ptc. R.. I2th Bn.. Midd’v R. 

Skh.IER. Id, ('. W. K., .'iFt Bn. V.l.F. . 

SAOE, Ptc. r. II., 8tll Bn., Sniii. I,. I 

S\ENPERS. Cpl. (J,. I /7th Bn., W. ^olk. R.. I’.F. 

SO NDFKS, S«t. A. K.. otli (S.) Bn., Slid. R. 

St lloEIKLP, T. 2iid lit. J.. late Ji-in. Fiis.. affil. 2 .'dli lin.. 
r.F. 

Seaman, B. ,(’pl. K.. lab* 2nd Bn., R. Inni". Fm. 
SKMELL. Id. (’. H. Iat»‘ R.M. Ki-nt. R., attd , :ti l (Biylit) 
Bn., Tank ('or|N. 

SriAHAMAP Khan, Naik, .sptb Punjabis 

SHAVKLANP. lit. R.. Idid. Bn., Can. Int. . 

SHEPHEHI», Rltlinn. A. K.. 12th (S.) Bn. K.R.Uil. (oips. 
SHEtlAVOOP-K ELLY, Maj. (A. Lt.-(’f)l.) .1 , (’ M.G,. K.S.O., 
.Norf. R.. CoiimIh. Ft Bn., R. Innis, Fus. 

Short, Ptr. W., late Stii Bn. Yoilo. R 

SiEToN. I,. Sirt. K. W., late ISth Bn., (‘an. Ini. 

S|MP«! 0 \, Cpl. (li./Sut.) >V.. (ith Bn., l-iiw. R. .. 

Sin Ton. ('apt. J, A., M.B., Ind. .Med. Sei\. 

SKINNER, SRt. (A./C.S.M.) J.. Ft Bn.. K.O.S. Bold. .. 
SMITH, 2nd Id. A. V,. late 1 /.‘'dli Bn.. K. Ban. R.. T.F. .. 
SMIT.'b CpB (li./SRt.) li., D.C.M., 1 .'dll Bn.. Ban. Fii'^.. 
T.F. 

SPAt'KMAN, SHt. c. E.. Ft Bn.. Bold. Jl 

SPAEL, SKt. R., kite E. Old.. R.. P.P.C.B.B 
STATTON. S^t. P. ('., M M. 40tli Bn., A.I.F. 

Steele. Si^t. T., Ft, Bn., s a. IliRlir-*. 

SniNK, Gnr. C. E., M.M., R.F..V. .. 

Stone. Bt. (A, /(’apt.) W. late did Bn., attrf. I7.Gi 
(S.) Bn., Tl. Fns. 

Stork EY. Lt. P. V., A.I.F 

Strachan, Bt. II., M.(k. Fort (Jany llor-e 
STRINtJER, Pte. G., Maiieli. R. 

Sykes, Ptc. K.. 27th (S.) Hn.. .Vorth’d Kip 

TaIT, Bt, J. E., M.C., late 7stli Bn.. Manitoba R., . 
Thomas, Ptc. (B. .(’pB) ,1., .\. Staff*. R., altd. 2 .'dh Bn.. 
r.F. 

TitYE, 2nd Id. (A. ’(’apt.) \. M., M.C.. 2nd Bn . Midd’x B. 

I'UAIN. CpB C. W., 2 /1 4th Bn., Bond. R 

Travis. Sut. R. C., D.C.M., M.M., kite 2nd Bn., otaxo R. 

TuUNRriiL, Sxt. J. Y., late 17t!i Bn.. Hixh. B.l 

Tcrrall. Pte. T. G.. lOth Bn.. M ore. R. . 

Vkale, Pte. T. W. IB. Sfli Bn.. Devon R. , , 

M ain, T. Id. (A. /(’apt.) B. M’. B.. hit<- ' A “ Bn.. Tank 
(’orp-», 

Wallace. I'./ld. ft. T. D.. ” (’ ” Btv., 6drd Bde . R.F. \. 
W'aller. Pte. IB. late V'^h (S ) Hn.. K.O. Y<»ik. B.l. .. 

Ware, (’pB ft. ^V., late Bst Bn., Sea. Hlxhi'' 

W’ATSoN. Maj, (T. ad. -Col.) O. C. S.. D.S.O. . K. of O., 
5tli Bn., K.O. York. Ji.I. 

Weale, L./C’pB H., Itth Bn„ tt. Welsh Fif 


Tlieatre of W’ar. 

Dato of 
Deed. 

E. nf Bauxenmrek. Fran<-e 

1. 10.17 

S.M'. of Passehendaclc. Frame 

. 20 10 17 

Pozien'M, Francis 

0 12 S 10 

Favet, Frano<* 

11 . 4 17 

llill 00, nr. Fmf, Fraiiiv 

15/17.8.17 

N. of Coureette. Frani-e 

Ki A 17.2.17 

Xr, Epehy, France 

20,21 .8.17 

Goiim-Keii. France 

1.12.17 

Vlniv Jtidxe, KiHiiee 

10. 1.17 

X’r. PasM‘l»Mnlaele, Fiance 

. dll di.io.i 7 

Cai'iiieoiirt, Flame 

2 .0.1 s 

E. td Vpre'i, France 

20. 0.17 

X'r. Kill, M<‘''Opotaniia 

25.1.17 

Ga\ relic. Fiam-e 

20.1.17 

J.ouA oral. France 

1 5 . 1 . 1 7 

Knininxhein, Fiance 

10. 1. IS 

.\i. Fnclieiiv. France 

1.6.10 

Prom ille. Frailer 

2 0 . 1 S 

.Nr. \ ienv Bei<|niii. Fiance 

II. BBS 

Hamel, Fcamv .... 

1.7.10 

Me lilies. Franei* 

MBIT 

\txa\ at'Hl'(biluirbixMli Beml. M^•^op'dalllla . 

2.>,2.17 

Pilekeni, Flamler' 

dl .7. 17 

Donhie CiaissiiMir**. Fiame 

1 .7.10 

Dialah Rixtn*. Me<op(daniia 

s, 10.;:. 17 

.\r. Fie/.enberx. France 

20.0.17 

\r. iiontlinist Fored, K oi Ypie-.. Fiaiiei* 

0. 10.17 

Rexina Trench, France.. 

8. 10. Ki 

.\. of Bfaiiniont liaiiiel 

1 .7, K, 

M'. of Somine and at I’arxny. Fiance 

22.d.l8 
lo 2.1.18 

M . of Poldeihoek Cliateaii. Fram e 

8 '.).d.l8 

VpiTH, Fi:iiie«' .. 

do.o. 17 
and 4. 10. 17 

Pas.sehendaele, Fiaiiee . . 

0. 11 . 17 

Cninev, lliMlIoriFhiie, Enxland 

2 d.!). Ki 

Fiey,enl»nx. Fianee 

Ki.H. 17 

Tel-el-KlillMejlieh. Palestine 

6 . 1 1 . 1 7 

\ ille-siir-Am ie. Franee 

10 5. IS 

Moneliy, Ftam-e . . 

20. s. IS 

I’hiepval, Franee 

20.0.16 

\lIleiH Bietoiineiix. Fl illee 

21/25 BIS 

Tower IB'inilet*' Spin. E. o| A pus 

1.10. 17 

.\i. ThiepNal, Frim'c 

1.7 1(1 

Nr. Boos, France 

20 .0.1 

(Ji\eneh,\ ... ,. , 

0 .1.18 

Teihand, France 

2'.) . i) . 1 S 

Freinicourt, France 

20.S.18 

Xr, Beit .Vyessa. Me,sopotamia 

12 1.10 
ami i'( BIO 

l’a'*'*ehendaele. Franee 

26. 10.17 

\ illeis Plonieh. France . 

2(B n . 1 7 

Marcoiiix. Fra nee 

20.11.17 

.Miiii'-ter Alley, Fram-e 

6 . S . Ki 

\en\ ille-St -Vaa-^t. Fiame 

0.1 17 

S.M'. ol Etainx. France 

2.0. IS 

Orah Ruins, .A1e.sopotaiiiia 

21.1.16 

M'ijdendrift. Flaiid-is .. 

10.8 17 

Ilelle.s. (ialli|>oli . . 

2d. 12. 15 

IB of Serre. Fianee 


Afareoinx. Fi im e 

20 11.17 

.Nr. Parilllers, Frame 

12 Id. 8. IS 

Xr. Proyart. France 

12.8.18 

-NT. Sannaiyat, Meeopotamia 

22.2.17 

Capoiine Farm, Franee 

2l.d.|8 

Caiiihrai Sector, Fiami- 

d0.ll.l7 

Bois lie Ifaiiuard. Fiame 

7.1.18 

Ma^nlei.'s, Franee 

20.11.17 

Eh Sinn, Mesopotamia . . 

S.d.lO 

X'r. A rrab France 

I0.BI7 

A iiiieiiH, France 

8/12.8.18 

Fontaine, Fiance 

dO. 11.17 

Eterpixny RidX'*. Fiaiie- 

25.d. 18 

PsiIcHtine . . 

8.12.17 

-V. of Hehiilenie, Fiance 

24.7.18 

Belpdx Salient. Anthville, Fiam-e 

1.7.10 

Ba Boinselle, Frani-e 

0.7,10 

E. of HixIiMooil, Fiam e 

20.7.10 

.M-'icoinx. France 

20.11.17 

Gonnelieii. France 

dO.11.17 

S. of lleiiineB Fiance . . 

10.4.17 

Sannaiyat. McHopotamia 

0.B16 

Ro>‘'ixne| M'ood, FTaiiee 

28.d.l8 

Bazentin-le-Grand. France 

20.8. H 
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(Jauetto 

Date. 

s.n.17 

Il.l.lH 

H.tBKl 

8.0.17 

8.11.17 

d . 1 . 1 7 

17.111.17 

Id. 2. 18 
2.8.17 

1 1 . 1 .18 

1 . 1 1 . 1 s 

20.11.17 

8.0. 17 

S . 0 . 1 7 

5.0. 17 
28.0.18 

,‘..8. 10 
dll. 10. IS 
22.5.18 

D.O.IO 

2.8.17 

4.7.17 

14.0. 17 
5.8.10 

8.0. 17 

8.11.17 

20.11.17 

22.10.18 

0.0. 10 

8.5.18 

0.1. 18 

15. 12.17 

II, I, IS 
5 0, 10 

17.10. 17 

11. 1.18 

n .7. IS 
15. II. IS 

25.11.10 

11.7.18 

15. 12. 17 
0.0. 16 

dO.d. 10 

28.0. 18 

15.11.18 
dll. 10.18 

20 . 0.10 

IS. 12. 17 
Id.l .IS 

I I . I . IS 

0.0 16 

5.0. 17 
do. to. |H 

21 .0.16 

II 0.17 
d.d. 10 

22.10. IK 

11. 1. 18 
20. 10. IS 

27.!). IH 

8.0. 17 

22.5.18 
Id. 2 18 

7.0. 18 
IS. 12. 17 

.5.8. 10 
8.6 17 

27.0. 18 
Id. 2. 18 

M..',. 18 

27.2. 18 

27.0. 18 
25.11.10 

0.0.1^ 

0.0. 10 
Id. 2. 18 

Id. 2. 18 

8.0. 17 

20.0. 10 
8.5.18 

15.11.18 


) 
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Name and Regiment. 

WEARXE, 2n(l Li. F. 15., late 3rd Bn., Essex R., attd- 
11th Bn. 

WEU if, L. /CpI. J., Int Bn., H. B<*rkH. R 

WEST, (’apt. (A./Lt.-Col.) R. A., MA\, l.ate 

\. Ir. Mnise. S.R., seed., 6th Bii., Tank Torp'. 
WiiKi'i.KK, MaJ. (i. ‘2/ttth (inrkha Rif.. Iiid. Army .. 
WffirK, A., late 2nd Bn., S. Wale> Bord. 

Whitk. T./Cnpt A. T.. 6th Bn.. Vork. R 

WHii'K. IMe. J.. 6tli Bn.. R. Lan. R 

WniTK. T. /2iid l.t. W. A.. 3.Sth Bn.. M.ii (‘.ups . . 
Whitkif.i.d, I’te. H., lOtli (Yeo. Bn.). King'-; '<luop. F.I. 
Whith^m, Pte. T.. 1st Bn , (’. (hh... 

Whutt.f.. Sgt. J, W.. 12th Bn.. A.I.K 

Wii.( ox, Pte. (f.. /(’pi.) A., 2/tth Bn.. ()\f. Bm-k-. I. l. 
WiT.KiNSdV. T./Lt. T.O.I... late 7tli Bn.. .\. I.aii. R. 
WcuuKi.r.. (’pi. (A./Sgt.).F. E., l^t Bn., Rif. Bd-. 
WdoiK’fH'K, Pte. T., 2nd Bn., Ir. (ids 

Yocenh, T. /2nd l.t. F., late lllth J5n.. Diiili. I..1. 

Yoi i.l T./2nd U. J. S.. 1 /2nd Bn., attd. I Kh (S.) Bn.. 
North’d Fiis. 

Yorso, Pte. T., Oth Bn.. Dmli. I..I 

Yorsd, Pte. VN late 6th (S.> Bn., li. l.aii. R. .. 

ZEVWKIi. Sgt. R. L.. M..M., .'ith Bn., Saskatehewan R. ,. 


Theatre of War. 
E. of I..OOS, France 


Nr. Oppy, France 
CourceUes a 


and Vaiilx Vraiieoiirt. France 

Tigris at Shuniran, Mesopotamia 
.Moneliv. France . . 
stuff Redoubt, France 

Bialah River, Mesopotamia 
(•ouy.eaiK-ourt, France. .. 

Bury El l.isancli. I'igypt 
Pilekeni Ridge, Flanders 
.Nr. Bimr^ies. Frame .. 

Nl. I.avenlle. France 
l.a Boisseilc, Fram e 
l.a Pannerie, France 
Ney Copse, N. of Broeiilicck. France. . 

Nr. Hill 60, France 
.S.W. of .Vsiago, Italy 

Biic<(ito\ . Fraiu’c 

'I’rcneh .'ll. K. ot Koni|Ucv Piers, France 
E. of War\iller.s, Fiance 


The notitIcarKin of the award ol llie Victoria Cross to No. 
37,721, Sgt. John Clarke, l.'tth Bn., I.nii. Fii-.... as niinoiiiieed 
ill the hnmfiHt (hr.i'ftf dated <! I 10, should he n-ad as awarded 
to \o. .*{7.721 Sgt. (t./C.S.M.) Jame.s CIjirkc. l.»th Bti., Ban. 
Fiis., the lattci h ing the correet description of this Warrant 
Offleer. 


roRRMCTIONS. 

'I’he I 


Date of 

Gazette 

Deed. 

Date. 

28.6. 17 

2.8.17 

20.4.17 

27.6.17 

21.8.18 

30.10.18 

and 2.9.18 


23.2.17 

8.6.17 

10.4.17 

:"7.6.17 

27.9.16 

26.10.16 

1.10.15 


7/8.3.17 

27.6,17 

IH.9.18 

13.11.18 

10.3.18 

8.3.18 

31.7.17 

6.0.17 

0.1.17 

8.6.17 

12.0.18 

13.11 .18 

.S.7.16 

26.0.16 

22.4.18 

28.6.18 

12/13.0.17 

17.10,17 

7.7.17 

2.8.17 

l.'i.a.lS 

23.7.18 

2.') /3 1.3. 18 

4.6.18 

22.12.1.» 

30.3.16 

9.8.18 

27.9.18 

tile Victoria 

Cross to .Vo. 

on, 61 h Bn., 

liiiie. R., as 

II ted 3- 10 -101 8, .slioiild lie 


read a. awarded to .Vo. J1.7SS cpI. (I,. Sgt.) Arthur K\ans, 
6th Bn.. I.im-. Regt.. tlie latter heing the eoneet Christian and 
Surname ot this .N.C.O,, whieh he h is hecn |HMiiiitted to rcivsHUtne. 



}f>[Acial photnirap/i 

AN OBSERVATION POST. 



CHAPTER CCLXXXV. 


BRITISH POLITICS: 1917-18. 

Mr. Lloyo (Jioorok s ( Jn\ 'I’im*: \V\r ('mum’.t Ij.kc por.vl l\i;Knini 'I'hk Irish 

(’(INVENTION - 'Thk I)aiii).\m:lij-:s ano M iosolo'I’ \mi \ ( ’oMMi.ssioNs Thk Indlw Cotton Dr riKs 
Indian (^oNSTiTrTioN.vL I’rkoums 'riiiM’oHN Pkoima tion Act 'I’hk Si’ockmolm ( 'on i'I’.rknck 
'P mo Lansdownp: Li<:rri:u W ar Aims I nitv ok Command- 'riii-; “ Smimno ” Dioratks 'Piik 
Last MiUTAin Skr\ icio .\c’r -'riii; Irish Conscrirtion Clm si: 'rm-: Mai ricp; LiorrioR and 


I )1':hati: -- 1 111-: Kdi ca'iion Act -Ihk Hi«;oi:st 

(’ONSTRUCTEI) (JON KRNMKNT. 

T HP]KI0 were lhi*(M* eli'jirly nwn’ked 
j)(M‘io(ls in th(' political history (»t' t he 
war for IL itaiii. 'TIk*. tliree (ioxern- 
inents to which th<‘ at'faiis of tlu' 
nati(.>n w'cre (‘iitriisted l)etwe<‘n August, Ittll, 
•Hid Noveinlj(‘r, i’.MS, wei-e so st lonLd.N eon- 
(rasti’d Loth in metlrxl and in aehiexement 
that lIuM't’ is no imhmI to look for lex^ oh\ ions 
line.s of dix’isioiis. d’he lirst. period was slmi t 
and on tlu‘ wliole mievi'iilfnl. It eoinprisod 
the fiiiR! between tin* <jpeninj< <»f hostilities 
and May, 11)15, when Mr. Asipiith's jairely 
Lilx'ral Covernnient eondueted the war in 
accordance with tin* ideas, formed jn tin- lon^ 
years of pcTUic, of the old scliool of Hritisli 
|)olicy. 'riuit was tlie period of tlu^ ])arty 
trnc(^, wIkti th«^ (Ion ernment governed and tJio 
Opposition ceased to opjiose. The see«jftd 
p(‘riod was ccjneenKMl with the j-heipieriMl 
career of the c(Jinplote (Coalition of th«' three 
British parties, which, under .Mr. Asipiitli’s 
leadership, continued fioin May, 11)15, until 
Oeennber, IDKi. 'Phat was chiefly a story of 
attempts hi graft tlu^ luwv ideas which were 
b(‘ing thrown up by the wTir on to the t)ld 
stuck in the tiine-hononivil Ihitish sfiirit ol 
coinproniise, nicely adjusted to the sejiarate 
interests of the threr* parties. When this 
elaborate system of give and take, which had 
Voi. Xl\ — Part 245 


Ih’DOKT 'Pin: Cknkral tha-icTioN 'Pin-: Ri> 


the ehronie defect, of producing a(^d)inet crisis 
oiiei* a month, collapsed under the st I'ess of a 
eonfliet. which relentlessly expnsi'd weakness 
wherever it existed, .Mr. Lloyd ( IiMirgC! opened 
tht‘ third and last ehapttM- in I )(‘eemlH‘i‘, IDHi, 
and was still I'ligaged nn it when hostilities 
ei*a->e<| in Noxrmhi-r. IDIH. 

Phe story of this linal peritid, the longi'st , 
mnxi various, and far tin- most prorhietive of 
t ho thr(‘e, whether judged by I be measure of 
national (dTorl to wbieh it- <onf ribnted or by 
tfn‘ satisfaction of national aims whieb it. 
achieved, must now be told. d'bc‘ singular 
oir(Mjm.stanc(‘s which atten(Ie»| tla* formation 
of thes s(‘eond (’oalition, witli Mr. Lloyd < Jeorge 
at its head, hiiA e already l)(*e.n iiarraled. 
K<‘eogni/.ing that the old sysif-m ot government 
by a large Cabinet/ of Ministers res|)onsible for 
important Dejiart ment s of State bad lailed to 
staral tin? stia'u 1e>t of modern war. .Mr. Lloyd 
( leorae at. once pnl a bohl and original jilan 
into execution. 'Plu' whole of liis period of 
ollice was noicw'oitby for vast constitutional 
development.^, but tlu‘ liist and most urgent 
task before the now loivernment was that of 
ref again /.at ion and expansion in the spher«‘ ot 
home affairs. 'Pliey began with the, reeon* 
struct ion of the a<lmiriist rat i v c macbmery at 
the centro. I'he-fjld styU; Cabiia^t, vvliieb bad 
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bocomo a by-word for indecision, with its 
inoinT)ershij) of a score or more, was abandoned, 
an<l the su])reine direction of the war was 
entrusted to a small War Cabinet freed from 
till administrative dii1i(»s and yet in closer toneh 
with all l)(‘j)artmc‘ntal ‘Minist(*rs, Administra- 
tive^ rosjmnsihility was placed in tlie hands of 
Ministers, who wer<* left free to ilev^ote tludr 
whole lime lo this snniciently absorbing aspect 
of the woi k of gov ermneiit. liy this arrange- 
ment the War Cabinet was able to givi‘ all 
its alti'ntion to tin* task of initiating |)olicy 
and to the work of <‘<)-ordinat ing the great 
Depaitinents. 

'Tla' m(‘th(jd of working the' new system Wiis 
desei’ibed in a Heport issut'd hy the W ar 
( 'abinet for tlu' yi\n- 1 1) I 7 in its(‘lf an indication 
of t.h(* iu‘w spirit which had b(*gnn to permeate 
Downing Str<H‘t ; 

At oiicli laortinjj; tlic }>y liraring reports 

iis (o tli(‘ progress <»f I tie war siriee the preceding <lay. 



[EVioit . ’ Fry. 


MHUT.-GOL. SIR MAURICE HANKEY, 

Secretary to the War Cabinet. 

Unless it wishes to confino its doliborations to general 
questions of policy, it tliea proct^eds to deal with ques- 
tions owailing its decision. As these questions in the 
vast majority of coses oiTect one i>r more of the adminis- 
trative Depart ments, almost all its meetings are at- 
tended hy the Ministers and their chief Departmental 
olflcinls eoiiet*rned. The majority of the sittings of the 
War ihihinet consist, therefore, of a series of meetings 
betwet'ii members of the War Cabinet and those respon- 
sible ft>r executive action, at which questions of policy 
concerning those Departments are discussed and settled. 
Questions of overlapping or conflict between Depart- 
ments are determined, and the general lines of policy 
throughout every brauch of the Adiniiiist ration oo* 


ordinated so os to form part of a consistent war plan. 
Ministers have full discretion to bring with them any 
experts either from their owti Departments or from out- 

side, whose advice they consider would be useful 

Th« Secretary of Stale for Foreign Affairs, the First Sra 



[!'««</ >'/c. 

VISCOUNT MILNER, 

Member of the War Cabinet without portfolio, 
1916-18 ; Secretary of State for War, 1918. 

Lord of the Aihninilly. Miid t h« (Mhrf of the liiipei'lal 
(Jenenil Stalf Jilternl meeting lo eoniiiinnieal <* I le- 

hit ext i ntelligenet> in regiird ( o I In* u ;i?)d to eonsnit wit h 
I In* WarCahInet on ipi**-%tioos t lia.l a ri^o from •hi y to day. . 

In praetieo a con -'dani hir mimher of important 

hut often higlvly’^ cmiiplex (piestioiiN are r<‘ft‘rreil |(t 
in<livi<1iial m< mlnT'^ of I hi‘ War Cabinet, or to ('(»m- 
n\itte«*s of Ministers or other''. In some eiVNes thr 
Mini'^ti'i’ or t^^mmitL‘•' lia'^ pi»\ver H) ih'eide ; in otlier 
I h<* instruct ion is t«» carry mit a di't ailed in\ cst igation 
such a.s the War ('ahiia>t itself coultl in_>t iisefuJIy inid«-r- 
take and suhmit a. report forlinal decision tf> the (’ahinet. 
By this means the W'ar < ’til.iinel is enabled to carry out 
• •xhaiistive in vcs| i^al ions without the u hole r>f its mem- 
h»*rs btaiig ovt'i'hurdc'iieil with the (h'tnil.'. ol ♦•v'cry 
<piot.tion. 

AnotJlur innovation of far-reaching import- 
ance watS tile cri^ation of a secretariat to tlu* 
War Cabinet, with Sir Afauricc Hankoy at its 
head, to discharge various functions, aiul 
chiefly to ciisiiro that the Government Dopart- 
ments were kept in close touch with the policy 
of the Cabinet, and conversely that the members 
of the War Cabinet were kept in touch witli the 
policy and action of the various Dejjartinents. 
To this end, the i*ulo, which had porsi^d 
through centuries of change, that no ininute.s 
should be t^ken of Cabinet meetings, was 
abandoned, and tlie Prime Minister instructed 
the? secretariat that its first duty w^is to reeonl 
the proceedings of the War Cabinet. Secondly, 
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it hart to transmit thn do<*isit>iis of thi' Win* 
(.'abiiiet to those J)opartinouts which \vca*c 
coucerned in >>:iving eftVet to thorn or woic' 
otherwise intorest-od. The introduction of the 
War (\ibinot system made podsi>>lo a largo 
increase in the nuniber of Minist<>iial ollioo'^ 
intended to off* *c*t a bottoi* dist l ibution of fun** 
tions. The new Departments createii betw«H‘n 
the end of lOKi and the close of hostiUti<‘.s 
included the Mmistri<*s of Labour, Shipping. 
I^'ood, Air, National S«‘rvu*t\ iN'iisions, an* I 
Hocoiistruction. 

This now macihiiio, bnproviso(i for tin* 
purpose of adapting the (j|ov*Mnm«‘nt to tbo 
iniporious and over-ohanging noods of war, \\io> 
striven with such on<‘rgy that the War (’abinot 
was actually ablo to <*laim that it had luhl 
more tiuni :i(M) nioetiiigs in HUT. Much <»f th<‘ 
credit fur its inception was din* to tlu» f«‘rlil<‘ 
administrative r«\sourc*5 of Lord Mihu'i*, one 
of tli(' five original m<*nihiM*s of tlu' W'ar ( 'ahinot, 
an<l later Secretary of Stattj for War .ItidgcMl 
l.»y results, ther*' can ht' no doulit tJiat tin* 
ox[H^riment w'as a siuh*(*ss. It had adtnittodiN' 
a goi d many loos** *Mals aial rough <*dg<\s. 'Thor** 
wa»s apf>ar<‘ntly lilt!** **ong*‘stion of l)iisiii(*s>, 
hut in pra<*(i* o t h*^ o<)-or*liiiati*>n of th** work 
of th<‘ ditY*‘r*Mit I )«jpart meiits wa^^ not so c*)n- 
viu**ing as it might hav** h<**‘ii. Liis**s of 
wrangling b*‘t w*'<ni rate I )*‘parf iiH'nt and another 
and even of op«*n antagonism affor*I*xl <»p<‘ning^ 
f*>f* Lai*liam*aitary c;ritieism. It wa.^ not-, 
howt'ver, until the War l-abinet ha*l b****n in 
**xist*Mic** (nv more than a y**ar that, on the 
*lebatt' on tiu? Ad*lress at the l)**gi lining *)f th** 
s*‘ssioii of 1018, th*^ first s(ui*ms attaek was ma<le 
upon it. Mr. Hei’hert Sanuu'l, s()eaking for 
t he Opposition, which was th**n coming out 
into the op<Mi un<l**r Mr. As<piitli, rcwi*)w*'<l 
its *l*^rnestic po1i<\v in a critu*al spirit. II<* 
denied that th*^ now 'jystf*iii ha<l pi-ov*'*! suc- 
‘«XMsful, but was not f)r**pa.r<jd to say that tli<* 
ol*i system was l ight. He sngg*‘st*‘tl the f*)rmii' 
t-ion of a Horn** ( iommiftoe, c*aisist ing *>f 
.NTinisters *l*niling with hoin*’ probl«*nis, to ilo 
for dome.stic *|uestioiLs what the War (kibiru t 
*litl for strat<^gy an*.l foreign policy. .Mr. Honar 
Law, now as *hiriiig th<* wh*jl<* of the p**ri<Ml 
und*u* revh-iw, ]A"a<ler of the Hons**, repli<*d to 
the challenge by txmfronting Mr. Samuel with 
-f.he actual record of the W'ar ( Uibinc^t. Alt hough 
ivothing was done at tliat time, later dovelop- 
inents showed that there was som** fouiulation 
for the criticism. The War C^ihinet system 
was aclapt-ed to meet the new eon<litions in the 
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ini*lill«* .lunt* }>y the appoint m<Mit *)f a (Dim- 
mit t**** on Ifoin** .Vffair>., c*>nsisiiiig tif i he 
priiK'ipal Home Minist*a*s. Sir (h>org*' Oave, 
th** fT*>m*> S*'**retai*y, h****ani** ( diairman *)f this 
L*>mmittt‘*\ and it nu't. at least on**** a wes'k. 
.Vll *l*)inest.ie tpiost ii ms n*(|Miring t h*^ eo<ipera- 
tion of t wo or more 1 )cpart m**nt s an*l *‘alling 
f«a* Lahinet d*‘**ision wtM•*^ i‘**ferr*Ml to it. it liad 
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(.li<* pow<a‘ of d*‘eision cai l)*‘half *if the (^ihiiad, 
Iml larger *{neslions *>f poIi*;y w*a‘C! r<d*err*‘d a( 
tho tlistjndit’in of t.lu*. (Ihairma.ii to th*3 War 
<-ahiimt. At tJiis pf*riod s*hm<' <jf th<* *a*iti**s 
<if th*3 < J*>\'ernni**nt w«‘n^ rtd ui ning t*> I he **liai'g<* 
and prop*)nn* ling an alt.*‘rnat i v** 'solution whi<'h 
wouM hav’e amounf<‘d in pracli**e to tlui sotting 
lip of t.w*> ( Ja hirict ■>, « hm* f o cor id net I h** U'a r an* I 
t h** otiici* to fl«*al with Ilona* Atfa-irs. 'The 
< Jo\'Oiniinjnt di'-.miss*M| t-liis as inipra**'1 i(!!al)l(.% 
anil Lord tJurz*in, in aiinouii(*ing tht'ir <locision, 
miwl*^ a striking coinparisoii h*3tw*3cn the *dd 
>.yst**iu and th** n*)w. H<» <l*3pict**.(l th*3 old 

(’abinot as a sort of Star (diamber sitting with 
closed d*)Ors which no one was allowed to 
penetrabi. N*»w, with th<3 of><*ning of th<* doors 
<»f the C-ahinet room, the tne«*tings hor** a certain 
r**s«*inblan**e to an r)rit*ntal Ihirhar. “ Itut,’* 

24e— 



864 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR, 


he hafltened to add, “ tliert* is no ceremonial 
in either our conference or our conduct.” Com- 
pare Mr. Lloyd George’s phrase about the old 
(’abinet ; “ You cjannot conduct a war with a 
Sanhedrin.' 

It WHS not only in the rcforni of the Rxecutivo 
that Mr. Lloyd (roorfje’s Governincmt showed 
their r(‘H<liness to niuko constitutional changes 
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wlien* th(‘ ca.si' foi- them lia<l Ixmmi proved, 
''riicy gave every possihli* era*o\irageiiu*nt to 
throts attcMiipts, to \vUi<*li men f)f all parties 
sot their liands in tJio new atmospliero of 
domestic^ concord wln<!li was tlio political 

asset of the wair, to .sel-tli^ problems whieli had 
lately lH*t‘n the snbje<*.t of acute party con- 
trovei*sy. The extension of the franchise, 
the refr;nn of the Konse of Lords, and the 
rpiestion of the futiiii* goveriunent i»f Irelaial 
were all tackled in a determined fashion in th<‘ 
Jirst Session of I Parliament under th«* secoinl 
< \)alition Gov*‘rmnent which was opened on F<*b- 
riiary 7, ItllT. If onlyon<?of tlie tJire<* 4it tein|>t‘^ 
was crowned with success, the blame c*»uUl not 
fairly be laul at the door of the Ministry d’his 
Session wa^s chiotly meinorable for tlu* pa^ssing 
of a great electoral charter. Rarly in the y<Hn* 
thi' Speaker’s Oonfert'nce presented about 
thirty agreed i-osolutions, dealing with the 
refiwm of tlu' franchise, a redistribution of 
seats, the registration of electors, an<l the 
method and costss of elections. Tt was elearly 
a golden opportunity for securing a settlement 


of the old controversy, and only 62 members 
of the House of Commons voted against a 
resolution moved by Mr. Asquith for prompt 
legislation on the linos suggested by the Con- 
ference 

The Government lost no time in aeding upon 
this mandate by introducing the most compre- 
hensive Reform Bill which had ever been 
presented to Parliament. The Bill occupied 
a I grcid ileal of LParlianientary t-iino, but it was 
discussed in an excellent aliiiosphere. 'Tlie 
prineiplt' of woman sulfrago was uccei)ted by 
I he OS ei'whehning majority of .*130, only r»o 
memhei-s v^otiiig against it. I’lio Commons 
rejeeteil pr*o]K)rtii>iial ri'pi-esentation, exe€‘j>t 
for a limited experiment in Pnivorsity eon- 
stitiuaicies, and in the chasing stages there was 
.1 keen struggle on this matter between the two 
Houses, in which the Loi-iLs gained a Pyrrhic, 
x'ictory. 'I’he l^ill, which oventnally bccaini^ 
hiw in Kebi'iiauv, lOIS, maido far-reaching 
changes. - The I'xtension of the fr.incdiise to 
women was C|nalitl(Ml by an age-iiinit of 30 
years. The qnalifietdion for men was fixed at 
>ix months’ residenc*(‘ or oecm)ation of business 
premises. The qiiadifyiug age for soldiers 
who liad served in the war was reduced to 
nineteen years. (Conscientious objectors wc^j*e 
disfranchised foi- five years after the war. 
Plural voting w'as limited to two votes, 'fho 
machinery of registration wax simplified, and 
half-yearly revisions of the register w^ere intro- 
t bleed. Onr electioneering practice w'^as revo- 
hitioni/.efi by a provision that all polls at a 
< ieneral Klection shonlil be hold on the same 
ilay. The A(!t i^tfccted a general redistribution 
of seats on a population basis of 70,000 for 
each member ; reduced the costs of elections ; 
and j)i*ovided that returning oflicors' expenses 
should he paid by the ’^I’reasnry. Moat im- 
portant of all, for the unique circumstances 
ill wdheh it was to be first put into operation, 
the measure was specially designed to lit in 
with war epnditious. Soldiei's, wdiose names 
were to be i*f‘gistorod sejjaratoly in an absent 
votei*s’ list, w€‘re enabletl to vote Ijy post. 
Voting by proxy was introduced for soldiers 
in' distant areas, and .sailors, nu'rcbnnt seamen, 
and fishermen at siia. One effect of the ro- 
dist libution proposals w^as to increase the 
membersliip of the House of Commons by 37 
-from (570 to 707. Wdii n the Bill was passing 
through Parliament it w^aus ollicially estimated 
that the effect of the extension of the franchise 
w'uuld l>o to double the last Register of 8,000,00n 
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names. When the new Register wfiw completed 
in October^ 1918, it was found that the number 
of electors was over 21,000,000, or nearly one 
in two of the entire population. There had 
been a shifting of political power to new classes, 
of which no one could foresee the issue. 

The Conference on Electoral Reform had been 
so strikingly successful in its main object — ^the 
securing ot an agreo<l scheme among men of 
the most divoi'se opinions —that th€) Coverii- 
ment decided in August, 1917, to appoint a 
similar Conference, under the chairmanship of 
Ix)rd Bryce, to examine and report on the 
reform of the House of Bords. By the follow- 
ing April tliis Conference ^ had succeeded in 
producing a scheme of reform, to which the largo 
majority of its 1110111661*8 gavt' support. They 
recommended the ert^ation ot a Second Chamber 
consisting of two sections. One section was to 
liavci 246 niemboi*s, elocte<l by panels of 1110 m- 
bei*H of tlio House of Commons distributed in 
tliirteen geographical groups. The other section 
(to constitute about oiie-foui*tli of the whole 
Chamber) was to be chosen by a Joint Standing 
Committee of both llouse*^. The Conference 


i*esorted to the same de(iendenoe upon Joint 
Conunittees to solve two other difliculties. Thus 
a Joint Coimnitteo was to decide wliat was and 
what was not a Biiancial Bill. Another Joint 
Committeo, 011 wliicli the Report conferred what 
it called “ the old name of free conference,'* 
was to adjudicate upon obstinate difference's 
about legislative proposals between the House 
of Conmions and the now Second Chamber. 
In the press of the great events wliich inaile 
the spring of 1918 such a momentous season in 
the history of the war, the Bryce Report 
scarcely attracted the attention it daservetl. 
The scheme Was too elaborate and complex to 
secure the instant approval wliich was tho lot 
of the Report of the Electoral Reform Confer- 
enoo. There was 110 marked public demand 
for tho Qovoriuiieiit to introduoo legislation 
based on the reconunondations of the Confer- 
ence, and no further attempt was made to 
secure a final solution of Mils oxtremoly diflicult 
constitutional problem in tho life-time of tho 
Pariiamouc. 

Liord Bryce’s Report followed within a few 
days the publication of a much mon> rtsnark- 
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able doom non t, the Report of the Irish Con- 
vt^ntion, which was the chr*cct outcome of the 
(ioverniiient’s thirfl atterni^t at constitutional 
revision. Ireland was the least promising 
field of the three, but the new Government did 
not shrink from facing even that problem. 
With the passing of the Home Rule Hill into 
law under the terms of the Parliament Ac^t in 
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tla^ opening weeks of the war, the Trisli (piestion 
was <lorinant for a considerable timt\ Hut the 
rising of Kaster wet'k, IDK), brought it t)nce 
again into the fon'front of home polities, ami 
Hritish statesmen found tlu'inselves coini)elled 
to attempt a settlement amid the anxieties of 
war of a cpiestion which had biitHed thf*m in 
the pi*evious 30 y(*ars of peace. Then' seemed 
to bo a moment soon jifter the tragic events 
of Raster week when a solution might have been 
found, but after the failure! of the negotiations 
which ^Ti*. Idoyd th'orge then set on fi>ot at the 
request of Mr. Asquith, it was almost hopeless 
to expect another attempt to bo made during 
the war. 

The pressure of events deci<led their coniluct. 
No sooner had the new Government met l^arlia- 
inent than the Nationalist Party brought the 
Irish question into the foreground. An organized 
“ scene," in which Mr. Hedmond walked out of 
tho House of Commons at the head of his 


followers, was followed by the issue of a mani- 
festo, addressed directly to the President of 
the United States and the Prime Ministei-s of 
the self-governing Dominions. This appeal 
from the High Court of Parliament to a vague 
international tribunal might have had a rasping 
effect on Hritish opinion but for the recollection 
of previous essays in the same direction. 
Nobody underestimated the difficulties of Mr. 
Redmond’s position in Ireland, and the mani- 
festo was regarded, in the main, as an atteinj)t 
to recaj)ture tho lost section of Irish opinion 
for tho constitutional movement. Kverybody 
n‘joicod wlien the Government announced tlieir 
intention to make a serious attempt to fincl a 
remedy f<jr the discontent, which the Sinn Fein 
party, rapidly growing in numbers and in- 
fluence on tin? memories of the Raster rising, 
wvvG fanning into open sedition. In May, Mr. 
Lloyd George suggested plans for an iiiimediato 
settlement on the twin bases of Home Rule 
and no coercion feu' Ulster, or alternatively the 
summoning of a representative Convention of 
Irishmen to consider the future constitution of 
their country. The st'cond proposal found 
more general favour than tlie first, and the 
Convention came int<.) existence in the summer 
with the gootl-will of all parties in tho Unit ed 
Kingdom except the Sinn Fc*iners, who main- 
tained tln'ir attitude of bitter hostility. In 
announcing the decision of the Govermnent 
to summon the Convention, Mr. Lloyd George 
had tleclared tliat, if substantial agreement 
should be reached on the character of a con- 
stitution, the Government would accept 
rf'sponsibility for taking all tho necessary steps 
to c*na}>le Parliament to give legislative effect 
to its conclusions. A very popular choice as 
chairman was made in Sir Horace Plunkett. 
The urgency of a decision was emphasized by 
Sinn Fein victories on a revolutionary pro- 
gramme at by-ele(dions in several constitu- 
«‘ncies, including Rast ( 3are, where a vacancy 
had been caused by the death in action of 
Major William Redmond. The Government 
gave the best possible earnest of the spirit in 
which they approaclu'd the Convention by 
releivsing without reseiwation all prisoners in 
confinement in connexion with the Raster 
RebolIit>n 

The Convention hel<l its sittings behind clo.sed 
dooi’s, and inontKs j^assetl before the public 
heard anything but tho pessimistic rumours 
which are the commonplaces of such conclaves. 
It became known early in 1918 that the pros- 
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pects within the Convention were not specially 
hopeful, and a breakdown sooined iniininent. 
'rho Convention wisely sent a deU^gation to 
interview the War Cabinet, aiitl the immediate 
difticulty was passed In the end the Coii- 
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vent ion succeeded in issiiinp: a U(*port, by a 
strange chance, on the veiy day on which a 
proposal by the (Jox eminent to exteiul con- 
scription to freland was debated in the House 
of Commons. Sir Horace Plunkett, in present- 
ing the Hepoi’t, declared, in a mcssagt' to the 
Prime Minister, that tht' C^jiivcntion had laid 
a foinnlation of Irish agreeiiK’nt unprec<'(|(*ntod 
in history. J’hc Report,” he sai<l, “shows 
that in the (\mvt*ntion, whilst it was not found 
possible to over(‘omt! the objections of the 
Ulster Unionists, a majority of Nationalists, 
the Southern Unionists, and five out of Iho 
seven Jaibour representative's weie agreed that 
the scheme of Irish sclf-governmt'nt set out in 
paragraph 42 of the Ki'port should be immedi- 
ately passed into law.” ddie seluane tlins 
approved by the majority of the; Convention 
contemplated the setting-up of an Irish Parlia- 
ment of two Houses, n Senate of (>4 naanbers, 
and a Hoilso of Commons of I tit) ordinary 
elected members, 20 additional meinht*rs 
elected by Ulster confltitueneies, and 2t* mem- 
bers nominated by the J.ord Taentenant to 
represent Southern Unionists. Forty ])cr cent, 
of the total membership was to be guarant(*ed 
to Unionists. Forty-two Irish representatives 


at Westminster were to be elected by members 
of the Irish House of Commons, and they were 
to have the right of ileliherat ing and voting on 
all matters. 'The seheine ])ro\ idi*d for several 
limitations and sah'guards. Tla^ supreme 
authority of tin* Imperial Pailiament was to 
remain uinliminished. 'Plie I risli Parliament 
was not to legislate on the Crown, peace ami 
war, the Army and Navy, treaties and foreign 
relations, and Naval harbours. Polici* and 
postal s<‘rvic*es wen* to pass automatically to 
Irish control after tin* war. Laws inti'rfering 
with rt'ligious ecjuality wci’c to he prohibitt'il. 
The im^st important tinaneial propo.sal was 
that the eonti*«)l of (^istcans ami Kx(*ise by the 
Irish Parliaim'iit should be post[>oned for 
further consideration aflt*!* Hu* war, but should 
be d<x*ided within seven yeai*s of peace. This, 
the Majority Report, hail bei‘n carried by 4 4 
votes to 20. Minority Reports were' ])rf*sented 
by 10 Ulster U^nionists and 22 extreim* Nation- 
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alists, tin* latter demanding the form of consti- 
tution (‘iijoyed by tho s<4f-governing Dominions, 
The fate of tlu* Report was so closely bound up 
with the conscription controversy of tla^ spring 
of 1018 that it would be better not to antici- 
pate <*v(‘nts farthi'i- at this stage. 

(‘oncurrcntly with these ])urely political 
transactions, which cmdd have no more than 
an indirect inflaen(M> on the Tuarcli of events 
in the field, the House of Commons was engaging 
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in a I'emarkable series of war debates. A 
notable feature of the first two Sessions under 
Mr. Lloyd George’s Premiership was the in- 
creasing influence which Parliament sought to 
exercise upon war admiiiisti'ation, and the 
many debates which arose on high questions 
of policy, and oven of strategy, were of the 
stuff of which drama is made. They occurred 
in times of grave crisis, and were concorne<l with 
the supreme issue of national existence. For 
a time, ironically enough for Mr. Asquith and 
his colleagues in Opposition, they turned mainly 
on past mistakes and thti placing of responsibility 
on thc^ right shoulders. In the summia- of H)ll>, 
when the stock of the first Coalition wa.s bo 
ginning to fall, Mr. Asquith bad bowed to the 
strong desire of the Ifouse of Commons that 
Statutory Commissions should bo set up to 
inquire into the inception and conduct tif Ihe 
f>]3erations in tlie Dartlanelles anti in Mesopo- 
taTuia. 

Mr. Asquith had hanlly had time to finti his 
feet as Leddcr of the Opposition whtai in Marcli, 
1017, the Dardaiiellos Comtnissionors subinittetl 
an interim Report t)n the origin of tJje c^unpaign 
two years before. Tht* new ( Jovernnienf. s|.ood 
aside whilti Mr. Asquith ftdt it nt‘cessary to 
re])ly in the Flouse of (/onnnons to the Com- 
Tiiissioners’ criticism of lh(' bib<‘ral Covta-niiicnl 
of which he was the head. ''Fhe, dc^bate liad no 
political consequenct^s, but it was of considerable* 
im])ortnnce in enabling a correct appreciation 
to be made of the interjday of polilic^s and 
strategy in tlit* early ])art of the wai-. Mr. 
Asquith gave a dtd-ailed explanation of the war 
organ iza,t ion which existed when tJio Dardanell(*s 
opc‘i-ations were begun, lie dismissed as a 
mere obiter dict.vin tla^ (Commissioners’ opinion 
that for the first few’ months of the war the 
machinery was most cJumsy and incdlicient. 
As for the })osition of the exj^erts on the War 
Council, he declared that the only reason for 
their being there w^as to give the lay members 
the benefit of their ad vie*?, adding with decision 
that he had never known them to show th<» 
least reluctance to give their opinion, invited 
or uninvited. The Cabinet, ho stated em- 
phatically, had never abdicated its ultimate 
authority in his time, though it was content 
normally to delegate thc^ active conduct of the 
w^ar to the War (Council. Mr. Asquith pas.se<l 
from these political reflections, which were ol 
special interest at a time when his successor 
was perfecting a new constitutional instrument 
in the shape of a small War Cabinet, to a 


I’osouiuling defence of Lord Kitchener iigainst. 
the criticism which the Comniissiota*rs had 
made upon his administration t>f the War 
Office. He ilenie<i that Lord Kitchener lived 
in isolation, but cone<*ded that- Lortl Kitch<‘ner 
acte<l during the (‘arly months of the war as 
Chief of his own Slab’. F’urther, ho arguetl, 
the Government w’eri» Ix^^ind in purely military 
matters to deter to his autlu^rity. ImiuiIIv, hc^ 
insistt'd that dt>scribe the I )a rdara*ll(\s «\- 
podition as a. (*atas(.ropht‘ was a. eompit'le 
perversion of the east'. Air. Churchill int«‘rvent‘d 
lat<M‘ w’it h a detaili*d reply to t ht* ( *ommissii>ni*rs’ 
erilieism, w hi<‘li was erystalli/.e<l in th<‘ i*harge 
that he tailtMl to pri*sent fully to tin* War 
(xmiteil the opinions of his na\al advis4*rs. 
In gc'iieral, lu^ a?-gued that, no op(*ration had 
ever b(*«‘M mori^ eart'fully plannod. Lord 
(.Vona*!*, W'ho laul )iet»*<l as (*hairman of ilui 
( ’om mission, haji died in tla* int(‘i‘\a1 betwis-n 
the <*ompl(^t.ion of tht» l(epr>rt, for which lu' 
was largely r4)S])onsib|i*, ainl (h«» debat<‘ in IIm* 
House of (’ommons. Mr. Civile, one of t la* 
four CommissioiM'i's who w«a'e members of tin* 
llousi* of (’ommons, r 4 )[>lied to the two iv- 
jMinist<*rs, and the (Jov<*rmuenl wer<* not- 
challenged in ainy way t'X< <*pt hn- itgr4*4*im» lo 
the ])ubli<*4itii»n of the Keport without tlie 
4;\'i<l4*n<*«‘ on w'hi<*h it was bais<*d. 

Vi*ry different wais t he effi'ct of Hu* publi(‘a> 
lion at the eml of .luiie of th<^ Keport of 
th<* Mesopotamia (Vammission, of w’hi<‘h Lor<l 
(icorge Hamilton w'as (’hairiiatn. M'he ehit'f 
a.<*tors in tlu' Danlnnelles tinnna wt'n* <*ilhi*r 
dciid or out of ollice wia‘n the Keport of I ho 
first (’ommissioti wats prc*sent4‘d. 'Tla* M<"~o- 
potamiav ( \>mmissioners, howevei*, found it, 
iKHM'ssary eritiei/.(^ not in<*r(‘ly militaiy 

' ollieers of high ratik, hut Lonl Ibudinge. w ho 
had la.l<*ly r<*liirtH*d from his Indian \'i<-eroyaltv 
to h 4 *eome I*t‘rnumc*nt Cnder‘S<*<*ret ary tor 
For<*ign Affairs, and Mr. .\ust<*n Chau n hot hi in, 
w’Ihi whs still, fts at the tim* of the hreakdow n 
w’hich led th«‘ surr<*tnler of Kill, S*H*relau*y ol 
State for Italia. A<*<*cu-dingly, the (fovtanna nt 
laal a V4*ry <Iir<‘et inl4‘r4‘st in the* d«*hades w hi(;h 
took plaas* in both Hous<*s on tia* second 
Keport. hdivt. Lore! Haiflingt* replia*<l in t la^ 
Housa- of Lotals to thi* <*riti<*ism w hi< h IIm 
C oinmissiouers lual pass(*d upon him. I 
oxpress 4 *d r<‘gret that tla; evid<*taM* had raat faa a ti 
published, avial <*omphiiia‘d t bait ad<'*<pi}ne 
weight bad not been giv^en in the Keport t(» lias 
risks and preoceiqmtions of tla‘ ( »overnrTa*nl ot 
Fialia during 11H4 aral Ifilo in ronnexion w tii 
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iaternal ami frontier affairs. The crux of the 
matter wa^, of course, the medical breakdown 
after Oerioral '^r<)wnshtMid’8 rtjtreat from Ctosi- 
phoii. Oil this he could only confcjss to having 
be(m completely deceived by misleading reports 
n^ceived from the front, and to that extent he 
aecej)te(l full responsibility, but ho insisted that, 
the moimmt the? truth ilawned u[)on him, ho 
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made every elfort within his power to remedy 
the situation. Summing up, lA)rd Hanliiige 
pointed to liis .‘17 y<'ars of honourable 
service under the Crown, and insist e« I that, if 
ho had failed in his duty, sueli a verdict could 
only be given in the light of India’s effort taken 
as a whole, and should be n^-cMiforeed by his 
fellow -subjects in India, to whose continued 
confidence and gootl o})inIon he attacht*d the 
highest value. Three times Lord Hardinge 
otTfered his resignation to his chii'f. Mr. Balfour, 
howev'er, refused to accept it, and warmly 
defended his action in retaining Lord Hardinge 
ill the public service, amid some manifestations 
of public hostility. 

Mr. Austen Chamberlain, on the other hatui, 
not only resigned, but insisted on his resignation 
being regarded as final. He mado this announce- 
ment during a two days’ debate in the House of 
Commons in a vigorous speech in vindication 
of the part lie had played in the ev^ents on which 


the Coininissionera had pronounced judgment. 
At the same time, he warmly defended several 
of his colleagues, both in India and at home, 
whose conduct had been criticized in the Report. 
Earlier in the debate the Attorney -General had 
explained why the Government could not take 
])imitive action on the Report, and had decided 
to set up a Court of Inquiry to investigate the 
allegations adversely reflecting on the conduct 
of any military oflicer. “ What about the 
civilians ? ” several members at once asked. 
The Attorney- General replied that, if the 
proposal was not acccqitable to the House, the 
(Jovernmeut would bo willing to set up by 
statute a tribunal to deal with both sets of cases, 
Mr. Chamberlain now stated that he did not 
ilisputo the decision to appoint a judicial 
tribunal to try the cliarges in the Report. He 
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declared, however, that it was not possible that 
he should continue to bo the head of an oflice 
in whieli his conduct had been cimsured, while 
it might at any moment be called in question by 
that tribunal. He procoecled to give a detailed 
account of the v)art which ho had played in 
the control of operations in Mesopotamia. 
He repeated his declaration of IS months 
before that the colla)3se of the hospital arrange- 
luents was most lamentable and inexcusable. 
His pei’sonal plea was that ho was entirely 
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Ignorant of it until tho clamago had bAon 
^loiio 

The debate was maintained on a very high 
level with spoocho={ from Mr. Asquith and Mr. 
Lloyd George. Mr. Asquith had some I'e- 
flections to inake, not altogothcn* favourable, 
on the decision to set \ip a statutory tribunal 
to deal with the cases of those who had been 
censured by the Commission. To his mind, it 
was absurd to submit to two or three Judges 
the question whether this or that statesman, 
soliiior or sailor had formed or acted upon a 
mistaken judgment of policy. Ho knew of only 
one tribunal suited to try a que.stion of that 
kind, and it was the Ht)use of Commons. Turn- 
ing to the decision of tho ( Jovernment of which 
ho was the hoa<l to sanctu>n the a<lvanco on 
Baghclad, he declared emphat ically that he could 
not recall any step taken in tho war which vva.^ 
more completely warranted by every rc ‘levant, 
consideration of policy and of strategy, and 
which was more strongly fortified in advaiu'o 
by an absolute concurrencf^ of expert aut hority. 
His final point was that ail t his retrospect ion 
was apt to have an injurious effect on the con- 
duct of tho war. He made the same apjieal to 
tho House as Burke made to the elcctoi's of 
Bristol in 1780: “ Ai)pluud us when wo run. 

Console us when we fall. (!Miecr \is wlu'ii we 
recover. But let us pass on. For (iod’s sake, 
lot us ])ass on.” Mr. i^loyd (jeorge pointed out 
that there had been undoubted mismanage- 
ment, and that as a rtwult thousa.n<ls of gallant 
lives had boon lost under conditions of unspeak- 
able torture. VV^hatever tribunal was set up, 
he made it clear that the Government liad no 
tlesire to shield anyone who wa-; to blame for 
tlu^ catastrophe. Tn the spirit of Mr. Asquith’s 
appeal, Mr. Uoyd George asked wind her the 
Hou.se was not losing its sens*? of proportion. 
With tlie' prospect of the issuer cjf anotlic^r such 
teport in a few days, ho earnestly bt‘ggo<l the 
House to rise above tliose things and say to tlie 
Goverufiient : “ Get on with the war.” The 

Government’s j)roposal of a judicial investiga- 
tion pro.soiitefl such di^iclllti^^s that in the end 
it was ilroppod in favour of the usual ijro- 
cedure, by which thc^ Army (Vamcil api>lied to 
tho soldiers such tlisciplinary action as was 
thought necessary. Mr. Charnborlaiti was suc- 
ceeded by Mr. Montagu, but he returned to the 
Government in the following year as a m<nnber 
of the War Cabinet. It was significant that, 
when later on the Dardanelles Commissi<jn pre- 
sented their second and final lieport on the 


conduct of the military operations in the 
Gallipoli Peninsula, the Government decided 
that it should not bo published during tho 
period of the war. 

India had been to the fore in a Commons 
debate earli<*r in the Session. On March 14 the 
Government Itad asked tho House to pass a 
ro.solution accepting, with gratitude, India’s 
war contribution of Cl 00 ,000, 000 and authori/.- 
ing an increase in tlu^ cotton duties. Many 
Lancashire' and Frei' 'Trade members ma<le a 
protest of except ioiuvl veheiuenc'i' against t bo 
ebange in the «luties. Mr. Austen (^hambeiiain's 
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a])|K'al to Lanc’asbire to rise* supf'i’ior to her 
fears in orth*!’ that Britain might l)e st*l right 
with Tielian opinion was not- respoii(le<I to, 
ami 125 mejubers vt)ted against, the (.Govern- 
ment. ’Tht' op[M)sit ion, ijowc^x er, A\ as som<*- 
what mollified by f be addit ioti to flu* r(sr>lution 
of words making it (*lcar that tlu* changi‘s in 
the cotton <iuties wcjuld lx* consiflen'd afre^sb 
whc'n the Tisc-al relat ionsbip of tlu^ Fmpiro 
was revifnvc'd at tlu* emi of t war. 

India cariu* into the ParliaiiKaitary picture 
again on August 20, when Mr. Montagu, the 
m'W SesTctary (»f Stat<», matlci a morneiitous 
proiioiaier*im*nt. about tlu? p<>litical future of 
our Fastorii I )ependenc;y. He read a HoIcTiin 
declaration that the policy of th<‘ Government 
was that “ of the mcn‘asing associatimi of 

245 “ a 
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fndianH in every branch of the Administration 
and the gradual dovolopiaent of self-governing 
institutions, with a view to the progressive 
realization of responsible government in India 
as an integral part of the British Empire.” 
^^hortly aftc^rwards, Mr. Montagu proceeded to 
India <)n the invitation of the Government of 
Iiidin and with the coneuiTence of the War 
Cabinet, in order to discuss wiOi those on the 
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spot the best method of giving effect to tins 
policy. The Secretary of State returned to 
tliis country in the spring of 1918, bringing 
with him a draft of proposed Indian constitu- 
tional reforms, which was incorporated in the 
Montagu-Cholmsford Boport. The scheme was 
so heartily welcomed in the Commons that Mr. 
Montagu was able to claim, at the end of a 
<iebato which took place on August G, 1918, 
as “a remarkable fact ” the acceptance by all 
speakers of the principle of self-govermnent 
for Itulia. The Lords were inclined to be more 
critical, but their verdict was, on the whole, a 
favourable one. The Report was not put for- 
ward as a finished document which it was 
sought to translate unaltered into an Act of 
Parliament. To complete the scheme, the 
Govermneiit appointed two Committoos to 
examine on the spot technical questions of a 
detailed kind, such as the difficuh one of the 


constitution of the new Indian electorate. 
As liad been expected, it was not found possible 
to introduce legislation before the Parliament 
ended. 

Parliament was much occupied in the first 
half of the 1917 Session with legislation and 
finance. A gi-oat achievement was the passing 
of a measure which restored agriculture to its 
proper position in the national economy. After 
long years of neglect, its vital imj^ortanco not 
only for the production of food, but for the 
healthy balance of the life of the nation, was 
at last rect^gnized, and the result was the very 
substantial advance which the Government 
made in the Corn Production Act. This 
measure, wliich formed an essential part of the 
anti-submarine policy for securing a gi*eatly 
increased production of food at homo, was 
])assod tlirough a not too friendly House of 
(Joinmons, and became law Ijcfoi'c the summer 
recess. Some of its provisions were treated as 
controversial by a strong Liberal element, but 
the Government stuck to their guns and had 
their way. The provisions of tlie Bill included 
the fixing of minimum prices for wheat and oats 
for six years ; the guaranteeing of a ininirmim 
wage for agilcultural workmen ; and the 
granting of power to the Board of Agriculture 
to enforce ]:> roper cultivation. 

The chief fliinncial achieveinont of 1917 was 
the raising, by the second War Loan, of 
unprecodt'iited sxun of ov^or £1,000,000,000. 
Mr. Bonar Law’s first Budget, althougli pro- 
viding for the largest income and expenditure 
ill tlwi history of the nation up to that tiiru‘, 
contained no sensations. No new taxes were 
imposed, and additions were made to only 
tlireo of the existing duties — those on excess 
profits (increased to its war maximum of 
80 per cent.), tobacco, and entortainments. 
The Commons scored a substantial point about 
this time }>y securing from the Government the 
appointment of a Select Committee to iiiquiro 
into national expenditure, which, as the war 
went on, seemed to get fartlior and farther 
beyond the control of Parliarni^nt. Mr. Herbert 
Samuel was appointed Chairman, and a largo 
number of valuable rei>orts, pointing out con- 
crete instances of extravagance and suggesting 
specific economies, were presented by the 
Committee. It was reappointed in the Session 
of 1918, and continued its work until the end 
of the war and of the Parliament. 

Of more immediate interest to the nation than 
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any of the svibjects hitherto touched upon wa-s 
the controversy which arose in the summer of 
1917 over the proposal to hold an Internationa] 
Socialist Conference on war and peace at 
Stockholm. This was the first of the political 
reactions which the Russian Revolution of 
March had exercised upon British politics. It 
was announced during tlio Wliitsun recess that 
Mr. Arthur Hendoi‘Son, t he Labour member of 
the War Cabinet, had gone to R»issia on a 
special mission, and that his place would be 
filled temporarily by ^fr. George Barnes, th«‘ 
Pensions Minister. Towartls the cud of July, 
Mr. Henderson returned to London, and it was 
announced immediately afterwards that a 
oonferenco of the Labour Party had l^eCn 
summoned to decide whether delegates should 
be sent to a conference of enemy and Allie<l 
Socialists at Stockholm. The project cause* I 
grave differences of opinion in the La bon i- 
Party, as it was tliought that the proposal fhaf- 
British Labour men should meet German 
Socialists in conference during the war had been 
decided once for all by a resolution passed at th*' 
annual conference of the party in IManchestoi* 
in January, 1917. Mr. Bruce Glasier ha<l 
moved, for the I.L.P., a rcsolvition <]emanding 
the calling together of an International Socialist 
Congress simultaneously with the Peace Con- 
gress. That was defeated by 1,498,000 votes to 
696,000. Mr. Will Thorne had then niove<l a 
resolution agreeing that the Socialist and trudi* 
union organizations of the Allied Powers sliould 
moot simultaneously with the Peace Congress. 
That was adopted by 1,036,000 votes to 464,000. 
With this double mandate to follow, 
Executive of the Labour Party had decided 
on May 9, on the eve of IVIr. Henderson’s <lepai'- 
ture for Rus.sia, not to associate itself in any way 
with the International Conference at Stockholm 
which a Dutch-Scandinavian committee wer<; 
then proposing to hold. 

Now Mr. Henderson pleaded the admittedly 
difficult position in which our Russian Allies 
found themselves in. explanation of his changed 
attitude. In a speech to which his critics iix 
the House of Commons challenged liiin on 
August 1, he explained that liis stay in Russia 
had forced him to the conclusion that tlie 
Stockholm Conference was inevitable, and tlxat, 
if it consisted only of neutral and emeiny 
countries, the position of Great Britain wonl<l 
bo very seriously prejudiced. He suggested 
tliat British participation in the conference 
would minimize the difficulties of Russia, where 


our aims ahogetlier misunderstood. In 

fact, in his view, it wouhl bo good |;)ropa.gauda 
work to liave our aims clearly an<l \ininistakably 
stated to those who wi'ro in'ari'st to iis, espooially 
the German ^linority Sot*ialists. At the s^^tne 
time, he denioil that h*' ha<i modifiod his view 
about the prosotrution of (ho war to victory in 
the slightest dogrt't'. Mr Ifoialorson used mnch 
the same arguments with the Lahoiir Con- 
ference on August in, and tin* party was lai*gol\' 
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Kwayed by his statement in deciding by an 
overwhelming majority to make a complete 
reversal of its declaretl attitude. Kven then 
th(^ party qualified its acceptance of the 
invitation by the condition that the conference 
should be consultative and not mandat <)ry. 

It was recognized at once that Mr. Hender- 
son’s proceedings had made it impossible for 
him to remain a (’a)jinet Minister. On tht) 
evening of the day on which the conference was 
lield an interview took place between Mr. 
.Hefiilersori and Mr. Lloyd (Jeorge. The next 
morning Mr, 1 lerulc'ison sent Ins resignation to 
Mr. Lloyd (ieorg<‘, who accept e<l it in a letter in 
whiclr some vfu-y plain language, was used. In 
etfiHd, h(‘ charged Mr. Henderson with faihng 
to inform the Labour (%)nference that tlio 
Hritish ( Jovca-nment were unanimously opposed 
to the Stoc'kholm Opnferen<*e and fliat M. 
K(a‘ensky\s Oovcrniia^nt were taking up a 
neutral attitude. Mr. Henderson took the first 
opportunity of making a statement on his 
resignation in the House of Commons. He 
made a bittca’ complaint of the way in which 
he had b(H'n tn^nted, and explained that on one 
occasion he had been kept waiting outside the 
(.’abin(‘t roon> for an hour, while his colleagues 


were investigating his conduct. He asked the 
House to believe that no request was made tliat 
he should state the decision of the Government, 
at the Labour Party Conference. Mr. Lloy<l 
George, in reply, insisted that nothing couM be 
more fatal than to hold conferences w-ith the 
enemy, when the first step in the restoration of 
discipline was to prevent fraternization with 
the enemy on the Russian front. That was th(; 
conelusion, ho stated, that had been come to 
by the Governments of the Hniteti Statf^s, 
France, Italy, and this country. The four 
Allied countries, in fact, had come definitely to 
tlie conclusion that, if peace terms were to 1 m‘ 
fliscussed, they miLst be <liscussod by tin*, 
rc’iprcseut at ives of the whole nation. 

The incident showed one thing clearly, and 
that w'as the inconvenience attaching to the dual 
personality of Mr. Henderson, whose position 
as secretary to the Labour pai'ty had hoow 
[)rove<l to be ineon‘<i'<lent with the holding of 
ollico in tlu) War Cabinet. These events caused 
a cousidt*rabl(^ storm, but in the emd the Tjabour 
l^arty, finding it impossible to secure agreement 
on war aims among the Allied Socialists, 
abandone<l the whole t)roject. Mr. Henderson's 
place ill the (%ibinet was now taken permanently 
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by Mr. Barnes, and he was sneeeeded as 
chairman of the JLabour thirty in l^n liainent by 
Mr. Adamson. The ot!u*r I labour Ministers 
remained at their posts, anti tin* party continued 
to be an integral part of tht^ Ctj^iilition until aftta* 
the armistice had been signtsi. 

The rjuestion of war aims, which the Stock- 
holm contrt)versy had brought definitely into 
the forefront of British pt)litics, became a 
worltl issue of tin* first importance in the next 
few months. Kven bcfort* Mr. Henderson's 
resignation, the netnl for <a'ga.niz<*d propagantla 
at homo had bet^n met })y the formation of a 
National War Aims Committee, with Mr. 
Lloyd Cieorgo, Mr. Ascjuith, Mr. Bonar Law, 
and Mr. Barnes as joint Prt‘sid<*nts. 'The com- 
mittee held its first meeting oji August 4, the 
third anniversary of the declaration of war, 
and during the autumn it was n^sponsible for 
thf^ delivery of many stirring spccchc;-? in the 
country by CJein'ral Smuts (whose inc'lusion 
in the War Cabinet greatly strcngth<*n<'d it af 
a critical time) and otlu'i* national leaders. 
A fresh controversy was provoked towards tln^ 
end of November by (he publication in the 
Ditihf Telctfraj^h of a. remarkable 1(4 f< r which 
TJte Tunes had declined. Loi<l Lansilowne 
called for a restatement of t la^ Allies' war aims, 
and sought' a way to a negotiativl ^a'acc'; on 
th* plea of urg<Micy. Ni'itlaa* the Covianment 
nor Mr. A'4t{uith had any knowl(‘dge t>f the 
letter Ix'fore its publication, lait th(‘ fact that 
the writ<‘r had been Foriagn Seci'c'tary and a 
Unionist party leader inevitably lt‘d to its Ix'ing 
widely discussinl. 

F\er since the new orientation gi\(*n to t la^ 
vv^ai- by the Russian Rtuolution and the Stock* 
holm business a gr(*at d<^al rnort* had been 
heard of the (pavstion of war aims aiai peaces 
aspirations than in tlui (*arli(M* stages of tlu^ 
conflict. The disappointing results of tJie 
cam|)aign in the VV\\st, too. w<a'e having tht*ir 
effet^t. Although th(* Labour J^irty (»v<MituaIly 
found it impossible to join in tln^ Stockholm 
Conference, th(^y produced a consid(^r(*d and 
com])rt*h(*nsive mt^morandum cjii wai* aims, which 
was finally adopt(*d in the c]<^)sing days of the 
year. The Lansdowno letter, however, was at 
oru^e placed by ]>ubli(3 ot)inion in a different 
category. Tn (^fh'ct a plea for p(»ace by m^go- 
tiati<jn ^ with a more than usually \ igorous 
enemy, it was deliberately launched at a 
moment when the h(*ads of th(' ( iovcinnaait 
W’^ere in Paris, discussing with their Alli(*s the 
mo.st effective measures for the victorious 


])rosecution o! the w.ar in what w’as very iK'arly 
the nations clarki'-t hour. I'his untim(*ly 
stroke was at oiu'i* repudiattul by the Covt‘rn- 
ment. PivNiderit Wilson and Mr. Ascjuith 
h(*l[>(Ml to 1 ‘estoi‘e tli<* balaiuu* by a linn rc'pc'ti- 
tion of the declaivd aims of the Allit's. fn a 
consider<*d rc\iew ot the* position of tlu* war, 
W'hen the House of Commons was on th(> point 
of adjourning for t ht* Christmas r»‘c(*ss, Mr. 
IJoyd (l(‘orge nalliniMMl his explicit dcclaia- 
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tion,madcal fJIasgow’ in .June, ol the war aims 
of tin* Ih’ilish (H>\ernment, and delimjjj tin' 
national attitudt* in the words, “ \delory is the 
only tiling t hat w ill give r(*ality to p<‘ace terms." 

Finally, .M r. Lloy<l f leorge eiinclied t he mat ter 
in a defail(‘d restatement of the .Allied war 
aims to a great meeting of tiade union delegat<‘s 
at tin* Central 1 1 all, A\'est minst (*r, on eJannary 
J !) I H. His chief d<‘(‘larat ions wert' as follows : 

( I* rf'^t oral n»n ol StIhii, Morin'iH’^ro 

and the ocriipjfd ]),mI- ot Fneico, Italy, and Knnweiiii, 
toj^alln'i* Wilti ri'jiaration l'f»r daitia;/<* dona. 

Jiat'on iilaralion ri| tl»a annt Xiif loii ot .VFai <•- l.orraira' 

t>y (iarrnany m 1S7I. 

An 1 n<l4‘jjanf t ill J'olantJ. 

(.jcinii na ^alt‘-^a»\'arnTnant for t tia nal ioimlit ias of 
Aii-I na - 1 Inn^^ary. 

.Sjil idjation of t h*' la^nf iirial a i.IamM ot t h*- Italian-. a,nd 
KiunanitLii-. ff*r rannioo. 

I’.is.-a^a balwatn fin- .Maftil arrnnajin id ilia Ulai-k 
S*‘a 1 f> Im* 1 111 ai iial naia ll/ad. 

Araliin, Arinaina, .M*>- ojiot aniia, Syria, and ral<-lino 
antitlarl to raa4>;j^i 1 1 1 1 on of 1 liaj r .-4*parat<* national 4*f»n- 
dil ion^. 

(»arnian (’ol«>nia'^ to ha liald at t lia ili-po^at of I li*! 
JN-aaa ( 'onri-n-na**. 

Ka-a- 1 ahli-^linianl hy 4»nia i nt arnal lonal oi ^'.ini/at ion 
of an alt4-rn.ll iv a 1 4> war a-^ u nn-an-. f>f sattliii^ inn-r- 
luitioiial di-jaita-. 

Tin* imp4irljmc4* of this stnt< rnent w.i*^ uinler- 
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stood wlion Mr. Lloyd George explained that 
he had made it after considering the Labour 
Party’s iiunnornndum and after consultation 
with th(i La>)r)ui* loaders, with Mr. Asquith and 
Viscount Grey, aial with representatives of the 
])<>ininions oversea. There had been nothing 
in our war politics comparable with this do- 
inonstratioii of national unity since the memor- 
able speech in which Sir Edward Grey define<l 
the issues of p(iaco and war on August 3, 1914. 
Never boh)ro had a British statesman been abl«^ 
to seal a de<4aratioii of policy wit.h so complete 
an endorst^inent of Imperial and national 
approval. It was instantly recognizo<l as Ihe 
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most important State docuinont which ha<l 
appeared since the outbreak of the war, and 
it remained the British charter of war aims until 
the close of hostilities. It provided n fresh 
rallying point, and the unanimity of the response 
w*is a remarkable tribute to the essential unity 
of the nation after throe and a half years of 
wai*, and on the eve of a campaign fraught with 
such obvious danger that none dared to foretell 
the issue. 

Before the question of war aims had l>een 
finally disposed of, a now controversy had 
arisen over the means of attaining them. 
The lock of success which had attended the 
efforts of the Allies in the West in the 


summer had produced a crisis in their 
affairs, which, the wiser heads among them 
contended, could only be resolved by the adop. 
tion of unity of command in the field. The 
accomplishment of this supremely difficult 
task, in the face of military jealousies and 
national prejudices, formed one of the most 
fascinating chapters in the political history of 
the war. The episode was yet another illus- 
tration of the astonishing rapidity with which 
the political situation at homo reacted to the 
pressure of events in the field. The super- 
ficiality of the widely-held view that political 
thought bears little relation to action which 
nltimatoly decides the fate of nations wiis 
exposed time after time during the four years 
of conflict. Thu cause of every political crisis 
which occurred in Great Britain between 
August, 1914, and Novt^nber, 1918, can with 
a certainty which is often far to six)k in normal 
times be assigned to turning-points in th<* 
clash of arms. The substitution of the first 
Coalition Goyemmont for IMr. Asquith’s purely 
Liberal Government was directly attributable 
to the failure of the offensive on the Western 
front which the British Army had begun with 
such high hopes in the spring of 1915. Tlu> 
memorable crisis at the end of that year, which 
was resolv^i by the adoption of the principle 
of compulsory military service, could be no 
li^ss directly asci’ibod to the military disasters 
of the autumn, in which the failure to relievo 
Serbia and tho evacuation of tho Dardanelles 
were superimposed on tho crushing disappoint- 
ment of tho Russian retreat. Similarly, if 
there was one single factor more than another 
which brought about the fall of Mr. Asquith’s 
throe -party Government and led to the rise 
of a new Coalition under !Mr. Lloyd George 
at tho end of 1916, it was the failure of tho Allies 
to save Rumania from invasion. Again, the 
two most difficult phases tlirough which the 
Lloyd George Government ptxssed were the 
immediate reflection of storms without. The 
last and greatest Military Service Act was 
passed in reply to the terrific challenge which 
the Germans threw down in the West with 
the March offensive of 1918. A second and 
oven more important consequence of tho final 
onslaught of the German Army was the appoint- 
ment of Marshal Foch to take supremo direction 
of tho strategy of all the Allied Armies on the 
Western front. This again could not have been 
achieved with such rapidity and with so little 
friction at that time if it had not been for the 
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spade work which the Freneli and British 
Governments ]la<^ pnt in during the preceding 
three or four months, and which had only been 
made possible by the overwhelming tUsast^r 
wliich befell the Italian Army at Capoi'otto in 
the autumn of 1917. 

It took a long time for British politicians to 
recognize that strategic unity w'as a funda- 
mental condition of victory, and the contro- 
versy winch raged art)und the question in the 
latter part of 1917 and the first months of 1918 
gave rise to a remarkable scries of discussions 
in the House of Commons wliich came to be 
known as “ sniping ” debates. Tho question 
first, arose in an acute fonn as tho result of an 
unusually outspoken si^eoch which !Mr. Tdoyd 
( loorgo made in Paris on his way homo from 
the Rapallo Conference, at wliich the Allies 
had taken measures to repair the disaster of 
Caj)oret.to. In that speech Mr. Lloyd George^ 
announced that it liad been (k'cidod to create 
a now Allied War Council, repn'senting tlw' 
Governments of Grc*at Britain, Kranco, ami 
Italy, with a view to a. bf'ttcr co-ordination of 
military action, in a vindit-ation of tliis first 
tentative measure of unifu>d eontrol, ho recalh^l 
the Serbian dohaede of 1915, tho trag(*dy of 
Kiiinania in 1910, and tho Italian disaster of 
I 917. ITo exonerated the soldiers from blames, 
and attributed the bhmdci*s to tho fact that 
there was no one responsible authority to give 
uihty to tho efforts of the Alli(‘s. Ho even 
went so far as to declare that the’* invasion of 
Italy might in the end prove a blessing, as it 
had taught the great lesson wdthout which tho 
Allies might never have been able to achiovo 
real unity. 

Tho Paris speech eniised an immediate' reper- 
cussion at Wostminstor. Mr. Asquith a<lopto<i 
a challenging tone ; a political crisis soomod to 
ho brewing ; and when Mr. Idoyd George 
ariived in London ho was called uj^on to defend 
the Paris speech before the House of Commons. 
In tlie event, ho enjoyed tho greatest Parlia- 
mentary triumph of the war. His speech in 
justification of his policy swept tho House off 
its feet. He explained how he had taken risks 
to get public sentiment behind the new docu- 
ment for Allied co-ordination, not in Great 
Britain merely, but in France, Italy, and 
-\merica. So he determinofl to deliver a dis- 
agreeable speech that would force^ eveiybody 
to talk about tho scheme. Ho told tho Housi* 
how previous resolutions for Allied co-ordina- 
tion had all come to naught. What could be 


more nat\iral than his fear that the plan ap- 
proval at Bapallo would eiul in tho same sort 
of way. But now two or throt* (\>nt inents were 
talking about it, with the result that America, 
Italy, Franco, and Great Britain worn in, and 
that was all lu^ wanfetl. It was an au(Uu*ious 
passage, but the whole spt'eeh was full of the 
audaeity of the horn fighter. Mr. Asquith luul 
not joined issue with the Government on any 
broad question of ])riiu‘i])lt'. but had eonfined 
his cTitieism in thr difiitM»lt it's that might arise 
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bot-Wf^en th*' military atlvisers of the Allied 
Council and the (existing ( Jern'.ral Staffs. 'Du* 
cry of “ Hands off th<* Army ” had been raistMl 
outside the House, and Mr. Lloyd George met 
it by laying rlowii two pnjpositions whieh 
passed without challenge, 'riie first was that no 
soldiers in any w*ir ha<l had their strategieal 
dispositions less interfered with by ]>oHti(‘ians. 
Tho second was that never in tho whole history 
of war in this country hml Sf))diers got more 
consistent and more substantial baetking tlian 
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they had had in 1017. He pleaded justification 
for the two oeeasious during the war on which 
Jio had acted against th j advdco of soldiers. 
He had laid down a gun prograiuino which the 
.soldiers had said at tlio time would not be 
ncK'Cssary, and he liutl appointed a civilian. 
Sir Hric Oeddtis, to reorganize the railways 
behiiul th(‘ lines. 

The upshot was that the threatened crisis 
fizzled out. Tlie campaign against the (Jovern- 
mcMit, which liad boon so zealously stoked up 
for a week by the extremists in all camps over 
the Rapallo resolutions, badly missed fire. 
It was clear that ])ublic opinion ha<l accepted 
the j)rinciplos underlying the creation of the 
Allicid ('ounoil, and was only too anxious to 
}>o <;onvinced of the soundness of the scheme 
in detail. There could bo no <loubt that Mr. 
Lloyd (ioorg(i\s vindication had gi\'e*n the 
c^ouritry wdiat it wanted. 

'The Allied (^^uncil was set up at V^'rsailles, 
and iov a nuaith or two the ( lov^cM’ument wore 
sparerl Parliamentary i'riticisin on the subject 
of unity of (M)inmand, J3ut the controversy 
was only smould(‘ring. No sooner had the 
Parliamentary Session of 11U8 Ixnai opened in 
February than it burst into llame, ami the 
business of thi» nation in the (rritic'al weeks 
imni(Mliat(*ly ]irec(uling the opening of tluj 
(Ua'tnan ot’fen?^ive wns (uinductod in an ntmo- 
s[)here of continition in whi<di the higher 
.strati»gy of the war no l(\ss than its highei* 
politicos was subjected to tlu^ ktsMiest scrutiny. 
'Pliesn wt'oks of Parliamentary controversy, 
while the. storm clouds were gatlu^ring in the 
Wtist-, formed ont^ of the' most singular cliaptors 
in tlu' political history of t lu' war. They had 
their oiigin in suspicion no less than in disap- 
point miait, and, as might have Ix'cn expecteil 
with such ])arentage, they were absolutely 
barren of result. But they must have a per- 
manent interest for tho political student, as 
bf'yond question they established Mr. Lloyd 
(Jeorgo firmly in the saddle anil finally disposed 
of the possibility <^f tho setting up of an altor- 
nativ<^ ( lov<*riiment during tho last stages of 
the war with ISTr. Asqiiith or any statesman 
of his school of thought at its head. 

. lenity of command, of course, w'as amply 
vindicated by the successful issui' of the cam- 
paign. but the Baj^allo Conference had done no 
moiv than make the first move towards 
achieving it. Harly in 1918 the Allied dovern- 
monts took a further step in jxdvance by 
agi'eeiiig to a substantial enlargement of the 


functions of the Supreme Council, wdiich now 
took on an executive as well as an advLsory 
character. This at once involved the British 
Government in difTi cutties with some of their 
(ientjral.s, and the debates which arose in the 
House of Coinmons were complicated by thi» 
introiluction of this personal factor. Public 
discussion, in fact, was directed almost more to 
the relations between the Covernnient and tho 
(lenia-als than to the far larger question of tho 
principles underlying the conception of unity 
of c‘ommund which Mr. Lloyd George and 
M. Clemenceau wore resolved to carry into 
effect. In the debate on the Address, Mr. 
Asquith adoptoil a critical attitude towards the 
Govornment on the strengthening of the 
Versailles organization. This attitude was 
intensihtnl wlicn Sir William Robertson ceased 
to bo Chief of the Imperial General Staff for 
reasons connected with this development of 
the Government’s policy, and Mr. Lloyd George 
found it necessary to make one of his ]>eriodi(;al 
restatements of the case for Versailles in the 
House of Commons. After his speech, which 
convinced the majority of the House, the talk 
of a probable Vote of Censure and a possible 
crisis, which ha. I been going on for some days, 
was foi*gotten. Still certain elements in the 
H< )iise of Commons continued restless and 
suspicious. They quickly found another bone 
of cont<?ntu>n in thi> supposed connexion 
between the (h)vernnient and tho Press, but 
this provx’'d to be an oven more impossible line 
of attack. One short deb.ite and a. witty speocli 
from Mr. S. L. Hughi's reduced it to its true 
proport ions. 

This “ sniping ” at tlx^ Government was 
temporarily suspended on Marcrh 21, when the 
great blow fell in Kranee. Tho German offensive 
and tho British retreat iieross the old Somme 
battlefield had important reactions at home. 
News of the opening of the final phase of the 
great struggle reached the House of t.^immons 
on tho evening of March 21, when it was on tho 
point of adjourning for the Raster recess. 
Before members sep^lrated, Mr. Bonar Law 
made a grave, though, on tho whole, reassuring 
statement on tht^ battle position. Members, 
however, had not been away from We.stminster 
many hours before the situ«ation developed in 
such a way as to leave no room for doubt that 
the nation was face to face with the most 
dangerous crisis of the war. In this, the darkest 
hour of all, there was an instinctive closing of 
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thp ranks such as ha? I only Ijccii seen onee 
bt^fort^ ill the war, and tlie nation with ont^ voice 
<iornanded that all ineasun\s, liowever drastic, 
should be takeri to make ^ood the losses incurred 
in the retrt‘at The most urgent n<*e<l now, as 
often during the war, was of men. nn<l the 
Ooverriment at once s<^t about the task of 
framing a new Military Service Bill, which was 
destined to bo the last of the s(‘ries. 

The evolution of a complete systcan of 
compulsory military service was probatdy the 
mo.st effectiv^e contribution to vof*tory which 
Parliament mafle. The foundations were laiil 
by the first Coalition Ooverninent in J*muary, 


\M.()livrh‘U\ /’/li.fc. 

I!)lti. pioiH'cr Ser\'icf^ Act, pas.-cMl at that 

time to fulfil tin* famous plod^e to married men 
who had attested undf‘i- the Dirhy sch(‘m<*, 
confiiu‘d the* f)bligj\tion to singU* men up to 40 
y'ears t)f age in (Jreat Britain d’hf* sr'coial 
Servic'f* Af*t, ])assed in May of tin* same year, 
(‘xteiuhnl the* obligation to mari'ied men up to 
40 yc*ars of age in (ireat Britain and 
strengthened the fiist Act in fit her ways. Mr. 
J..loyfl (h*orgf*'s CoN'ernmeiit. haind it n<‘cessary 
to pass a third Servicf* Act in April, 1017. By 
it the Army Cfiuneil wfff* given jiowc'i' to call 
up for examination 1hr**e elassf*.s of men 
previously ex<*(‘ptt*d : Ilona* service '’rerritorials. 
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inoi\ (lischar^otl iti consoquenco of (iisabloinont 
or ill-health, and men rc*joctod on any ground. 
The (Government justified these new and, it 
must eonfessed, unpopular measures on 

grounds of urgent military nee»»ssity, Mr. lionar 
l.<avv inforniing the House of Conunons that the 
reeruits obtaine<l for tin* first. f|uait<'r of the 
year had falltai short of the, c'stirnated numlxa* 
by |t)0,fK)() The working of th<' Aet was not 
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fiMM* from frietion, arul the (Jo\c‘rnme?d 
appoiiib'd a ScdiM-t Comiiiittee to in(|uire into 
th<' wholes question of medical re examination. 
Lord Hcrhy, wh<> was th<‘n StHT<*tary of State 
ft>r War, in giving evahauu> befoie this (Com- 
mit t<H*. suggested that the best method of 
l•<^storing public confidence would be to take* 
rc'ciuiting out of tlje hands of the M ar Oflico 
and entrust it to a civilian Department. Pho 
(lovernntont accepted this proposal and the 
resignation was announced of Mr Neville 
( ^haiuluM'Inin, whose app<»intment ns Ministf'^r of 
National Service* ha<l been oie' of Mr. Lloytl 
(h>oige's first acts tai boeoining I’rime Mi?uster, 
avnd whoso powers hail been iiinitetl to the organi- 
zation of the civilian side of tlic man -power 
problem. He gave plact* in August, 1917, to 
Sir Au<*kland (iedtles, who brought with him 
from the War Ofliee control of the whole 
busiiu*s.s of tla' ri*cruiting of tlu' Artny. llif 
result was that for the last and most critical 
year of the war the whole machinery of national 


service, military and civilian, was in the hand- 
of one jVriiiister. 

Public attention was again diawn to tin 
man-])ovver question in the aiituinii of 1917 h\ 
sornc^ notable s]3eeches in the country by Sit 
Auckland Godtlcs, followed by tb(» announce 
ment that he w(iiild hold coiitercncos with the 
tra<le unions on the subjc*ct of a now' Service 
Hill for tho purpose of .securing some of tin 
necessary l■einforcements for the 1918 campaign 
by combing out young and fit men froin 
munition w'orks and other establishments of ;i 
national eharaeter. This, tlie fourth Servie« 
Act, became law in th(^ first weeks of the n(*\\ 
year. Tt w^as design(‘d to sc'ciire a clean cut ot 
the youngta* men remaining in civil lift*. rhi-> 
policy w^as madt* j )ract if*abJe by the abolition ot 
th(‘ automatic addition of two months' 4*x<*mp 
tion enjoyed by ct‘rfain class(*s of w^orkim*!!. ami 
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by the concent ratio!) into the hands of tin- 
IMinister of National St'rvice of tljc powi‘r to 
withtlraw any certificate of exemption giant t*d 
on ocein>at ioiial grotinds. It was obvious, e\-en 
after full !ise had been made of these pow’er>. 
not withstjmding some trad«* union opposition, 
notably from the engiiu'crs, that the eoTinti'v 
.still possi'ssetl a ei^nsiileraljle reserve of man- 
pow’or for a grave ('inergeney. 

None could doubt the extreme gravity of 
the position eatrsetl by tlu* British retreat with 
heavy losses in men and material in the last 
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days of Marcli, and tho ])assin^ of the fiftli 
and final Sorvico Act was tho nion-suro t)f tlio 
national determination to press for\Nartl un- 
flinchingly until present d<d‘ea< haci Immmi 
turned into future vietory. TJh‘ nation faced 
its ordeal with exeni])Iary ealmness and foiti- 
t\ido, and nioiTibors canio back from their 
constituoneies to voice an ovorwhc'lming demand 
for immcfliate action to tho extrena^ limil of 
the national ca]>aeit.y. Tlie nation had grimly 
set its teeth, and without fall<Ming it aeecj>t<‘d 
tho drastic proposals which the Covernrnont 
submitted to Parliament on April 0, the day 
of reassembling after the Easter recess. The 
Bill proposed to extc?nd the military fige to 
f)0 years, and, in a national tanergency — such 
as invasion — to 55 years. Doctors up to the 
age of 55 years were* made imna flintoly liable 
to military sorvic*e. Tho exception in favour 
of released or oxcliangod prisoners of war was 
abolished. Provision was made for the recall 
of time-expired men. Ireland was at last 
brought within the ambit of compulsory service. 
The Government took y^owor, by Order in 
Council, to <»xtend tho Service Acts to Ireland, 
with the necessary modifications and ada])t-a- 
tions. The Government were further givon 
authority, in a national eincrg«‘ney, to direi t, 
by Proclamation, that any certificates of 
exemption other than those granted on flic 
grounds of ill-health or of conscientious o}>jec- 


tic»n should cease to luivo (^Ifcct. 'The tribunal 
systtun U’as recast, and the powers of tla'se 
bodies it) thf) grant ing of c(^rl ifieaf <!S of <‘x*'mp 
tion wort) greatly curt a ile< I . Any man liolding 
an e\emt)tion certilieate oi* ap])Iying h)r its 
renewal was made liable to m<Mli(‘al r<‘-e\nmi- 
nation. b'inally, t,o secaire the necessities of 
Inane <lc‘feiK*e, tilt' obligation was plae.t'tl tm 
every man who had hecui granti'tl an t'xianptitai 
c<*rt ilicat ♦* t,t» join the Volunteeir t't)rec? for- (ho 
period of tint war, unless a trihnnal oiileied to 
tho cont/iarv. It was the nost drast.ie ami 
ci>mpieh<aisivo m<5a,suro t)f national tlt'h'uee t‘\ ei 
siibTnitted to tht* Impta'ial I Parliament. Thert^ 
was no emergtau'.y for Avhitdi provision was not 
inado, and it eompletotl the stnieturt* of etun 
pulsory military st)rvice wdiieh had ht*t‘n hegim 
over ( wo yc-ai's ht'hire. 

Mr. Lloytl Cioorge modti iiii impr<!ssi\t? 
speech in snhmitting tlitj Goveriinifait. proposals 
to the Iloiiso of ( .'oiiJiMons. Apart, from tin* 
ric'W legislative jiroposals, Iw' iriflicated what, 
was being tlraio hy ad/ninist rat ivo action to 
metjt tht^ <arK*rgfaicy. I b* stat<*tl t hat tln‘ 
Gtjvernnient had raistMl, during thr? fiist (jiiai tei- 
of the* yf‘a!-, jnorft than (Ik^ numher of na ii 
estimat<*tJ as tlie minimum rerjninul. Somei lung 
like ion, not) intai in Grade 1 wt‘it^ being etanhed 
t>nl from inunit ion works. A fl<‘mand ft »r .">(),( )00 
men hafl been inatk* on tJa* coal mines, and 
now’ nnotlHT 50,000 W'ero to he called up. ddit» 
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transport services were to be dirocted to release 
the greatest possible number of men. No fit 
man below the age of 2,5 was to be retained in 
the Civil Service, and there would bo a comb- 
out beyond that. Onlers were being issued 
iincU^r the last Act, c*aneelling occupational 
exeiin)tu)ns in selected industries by ago blocks. 
Finally, tlie ealling-up period was to be shor- 
tened from 14 days to 7. As for the most 
striking provision in the Bill, the raising of the 
military age to 50 years, Mr. Lloyd George 
gave it as the ofticial estimate that only 7 per 
cent, of the men, who woukl by that means l>e 
qualified for national service for the li’rst time, 
would bo available for fighting. 


Tlie Government had no difficulty in carrying 
their proposals, with only slight amendments, 
into law. The only substantial change in the 
Bill as introduced was the dropping of a clause 
making clergymen and ministers of religion 
liable to combatant service. If there had been 
any who doubted the urgency of the nedd after 
the Gorman tide had spent itself before Amiens, 
their illusion was dispelled by the news of a 
second offensive and a second break-through 
in the Armenti6res region, which spread through 
the lobbies an hour or two after the Prime 
Minister had laid his proposals before the 
House. Though there was criticism in detail 
of the proposals for raising the military age 
and otherwise tightening up the application of 
the Service Acts to Groat Britain, the main 
principles were freely accepted. The only 
clause which excited any real controversy was 
that which extended conscrii3tion to Ireland 
The Nationalists made the most of their oppor- 
tunity. It was the first appearance of the 
j)arty at Westminster under Mr. Dillon, who 
had been elected leader on the death of Mr. 
Redmond a few weeks before. They fought the 
Bill as far as they could, and, though they 
played their j^art vigorously, they kept strictly 
to the constitutional rukis. The second reading 
of the Bill was can ied by a majority of three to 
one. 'rho debate on the Irish clause in committee 
passed off fairly quietly, and tin) GovernuH^nt 
carried their point by 283 votes to 118. 3^10 

only other serious division on the Bill was on 
an amendment to reduce the ago limit from 50 
yews to 47. The Government refused to act^t'pt 
this, and the ] louse vindicated their decision 
by 204 to 154. The third reading wont througli 
by a majority of tliree to one, the Nationalists 
proving to the end the mainstay of the oi.>£3o- 
sition. Mr. Asquith and his immediate follow- 
ing abstained from voting one way or the other 
tlu’oughout. The Lords made no difficulty 
about the Bill, and it received i ho Royal Assent 
on April 18. It had actually become the law 
of the land witliin ten days of its introduction. 

With the passing of the Service Act the Irish 
question once more reared its head, and in a 
more menacing form than ever. It has Ix^en 
said that, by a strange chance, the Report of 
the Irish Convention was published on the very 
day on which the clause i*xtemling conscription 
to Ireland was debated in the House of Com- 
mons. It will be further recalled that Mr. 
Lloyd George, in aimouncing the decision of the 
Government to svuninon the Convention nearly 


THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


383 


a year before^ hatli declared that, if substantial 
agreement should be reached as to the character 
of a constitution, the Government would 
accept responsibility for taking all the necessary 
steps to enable Parliament to give legislative 
effect to the conclusions of the Convention, 
Now, in the speech in which Mr. Lloyd George 
submitted the man-j>owor proposals of the 
Government for Ireland os well os for Groat 
Britain, ho reviewed the new situation caused 


fail to have an important bearing on tlie debates 
on the Man- Power Hill, there was never any 
question of the striking of a bargain. Neither 
plan was conditional on the other. Each was 
presstKl as a serious eontribution to our war 
efficiency. Hut, if it was a coincidence, it was 
also a golden oppt)rt unity of the sort rarely 
given to statesmansliip. So at least it seemed 
in those April days. 

Unhappily, flisillusion came quickly. Nation- 
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by the completion of the work of the Conven- 
tion. It had reported by a majority, b\it he 
feared that it was not such as to justify the 
Government in saying that it rt^presented sub- 
stantial agreement. "I'liat meant, in his judg- 
ment, that the Government must accept the 
responsibility of submitting to Parliament, with 
such guklance as the Report of the Convention 
afforded, such proposals for the establishment 
of sclf-govermnent in Freland as were just and 
could be carried without violent controversy. 
He accordingly announced that it was yjroposcfl 
at an early date to invite the House of Coinmoris 
to pass such a measure witli tlio least possible 
delay. Although the imminence of measures 
for the future government of Ireland could not 


aJist Ireland tlatly refused to accept the obliga- 
t ion of national sc'rvice uhi<‘li l^aigland, Scot- 
land, arul Wnlf^.s had hcc*ri iriniifully discharging 
for ov'or two yf'ai’s. Mr Dillon (i)Id Mr. Lioytl 
(Georges in the debate on the introduct ion of 
the Ihll, that h<» woukl get no j-ecruits from 
Ireland. Th<^ ri\'al Xatiorialist leader, Mr. 
William O’Hrien, coiitt^ialed that lh(^ proposids 
were a declaratit»n of war against Ireland. Mr. 
Devlin charg**d tlsi Government with ignoring 
a sub'Coinmitt(‘e of Hie Irish ( V)nventif»n, whirh 
ha<l I'oported that, assuming that sch4‘ine of 
Irish s<‘lf-goverrijnent was arlopted, it would in 
practice bo impossible to impose cf)!iif>ulsory 
.service on Ireland without thc5 assent and co- 
operation of the Ti ish Parliament. The St^rvico 
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Act was passed in the teeth of these protests, 
and Mr. Dillon carried his party into th^ 
•extreme camp by withdrawing it from the 
House of Commons for three months. The 
interval was spent in the organization, in 
•association with Sinn Fein and the Roman 
Catholio priesthood, of an anti-conscription 
movement designed to resist any attempt to 
enforce the new Law. In the end. the Irish 
•clause became a dead letter, and the Government 
never issued the Order in Council which was 
necessary to put the conscription machineiy 
in motion. 

It was in these unfavourable circumstances 
that the Gk)vermnent set about the iDroparation 
-of the measure of Homo Rule which they had 
promised. A few weeks before. Sir Edward 
Carson, who had becni succoodod at the Ad- 
miralty by Sir Eric Geddes in the previous 
summer, resigned from the War Cabinet to 
give the Goveriunon t a free liand. A committee 
of Ministers was appointed to draft a Bill, but 
it failed in its task. The Bill was never 
even introduced. I'he plain fact was that 
neither in Great Jiritain nor in Ireland vv^as the 
4itmosphere favourable to a policy of concilia- 
tion, British o])inion was angered by the 
refusal of the Irish p(»opIe to make the aacnfice 


asked of them in the hour of the Empire’s 
greatest peril. The state of Ireland was 
sufficiently indicated by the discovery of a 
German plot for another rising, and by the 
deportation of the leading Sinn Feiners by 
Lord French and Mr. Shortt, who had recently 
been entrusted with the administration of the 
coimtry in succession to Lord Wimborne and 
Mr. Duke. In the summer, when the con- 
scription crisis had passed, the Nationalists 
returned to the House of Commons, only to 
find that they had almost ceased to count in 
British politics. The disintegration wliich had 
set in with the death of Mr. Redmond proceeded 
at such a rate that the party fell to pieces in a 
few rnontlLS, and their virtual extinction at the 
Gemn^al Election was a foregone conclusion. 
No further step was taken during the war to 
tirriv'e at a solution of the most obstinate prob- 
lem of our domestic politics. 

These were some of the trt'mendoiLs burdens 
which the Govcjrmnent were bearing at home 
and abroad when, \vith the passing of the 
immediate crisis for the British Armies in 
Krance, there was a revival of “sniping” in 
the House of Commons. The military situation 
as a whole was still fnll of anxiety when faction 
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<5anie on for its final fling. This time it was not 
the question of unity of command which pro- 
voked criticism, but that of the relations be- 
tween the Government and the Generals, from 
which somehow it soemetl impossible to dis- 



I J uniiyk, 

GENERAL SIR F. M. MAURICE. K.C.M.G 
Director of Military Operations. Imperial 
General Staff, 1915-18. 


sociate the larg<u’ problcmi. Trouble at the 
Air Ministry had led to the resignation rn*st 
of Major-General Sir Hugh ITenchard, th(* 
Chief of the Staff, and then of Lord Kothermerc, 
the* Secretary of State, wlio was succeeded ]:)y 
Sir William Weir. The inevitable debate on 
the affair showed once more how ill-of[tuppe<l 
the House of Commons was to intervene 
efftMitivoly botw'een the Government and their 
♦‘xpta’t advistM's. Indeed, until Mr. Lloyd 
Oc’iorgc’s Government eamo into power, this 
was ni‘/ver regai’ded as ono of tho fiuictions of 
J^irlianient. Although 1 ho Government, by 
common consent, had made a reasonable case 
for thti changes at tho Air Alinistry, a division 
was ehallengeid, and for the first tiino during 
the war a responsible Opposition vote v>'as cast, 
^rho minority was small in nurnhei*, .L, but 
signitieaid in eoinposition. With the exception 
of Mr, Astpiith, who abstained, J -liberal ex- 
Ministers voted against the (Government in a 
body. Kven so there were more Liberal mc*m- 
bers voting with the (ioveinnu^nt than against 
them. This was an omen wliich it would iuive 
been wiser not to ignore. 

When this hurdle had been cleared. The 
remarked in its “ political >iote.s that 


perhaps, now that tho critics had tried their 
liand for the thii*d time on a perilous extension 
of tho right of the control of ailrniiiistration, in 
each case with singularly little profit, they 
would realize the futility of such attempts no 
less than tho positive harm which they did to 
tho Services. Hut tho lesson hail oven yet not 
been learnt, as was shown a. week later in the 
curious afiair of General Maurice. Tho Opposi- 
tion then boldly camo out into the open in full 
strength against the Government, and, with 
the House of Commons debate on May 9, these 
extraordinary tninsaction.s reached their climax, 
and, as it turned out, thiiir luulir. Soldici*s and 
politicians alike wore startled to read in The 
2'hnes of May 7 a ll^tter from Major-General 
Sir Frederiek Maurice, lately Director of Mili- 
tary Operations, charging Ministers with 



[Kn^syflt 

MR. WILLIAM O'HRIEN, 

An Irish Political Leader. 

making certain ini^statcnn'iits which in sum 
gave a totally misleading impre.^sioii of iiiilitaiy 
events. Air. Jionar Law’ liad stated, in answi*r 
to a question on April Gi.’L that the extension 
of tlK‘. Jiritish front in France, which had had 
uu obvioas bearing on the Hritish retreat from 
St. (Quentin, had not hecai dealt with at all by 
tho VeisaiJIc-s Council. General Alaurico now 
stated categorically that he was at Versailles 
when the (pii^.stiori was decided by tlie Supreme 
War Council, to whom it had been rcterreil. 
He also directly challenged two statements 
which Mr. Jdoyil George had made in his speech 
of April 9, in which he took stock of the military 
position before and after the opening of ttie 
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Oerman offensive. The Prime Minister had 
stated that, notwithstanding the heavy casual- 
ti<*s in 1017, tlie Army in France was con- 
sidoraVdy stronger on January 1, 1918, than on 
January 1,1917. General Maurice took this state- 
ment to imply that Sir Douglas Haig’s fighting 
strength on the ove of the great battle, which 
bc^gan on March 21, had not been diminishofl. 
“ That is not correct,” he wrote. Again, in tho 



[L{ijayeil0. 

LORD WEIR, 

Secretary of State for Air. 

same speech, Mr, Lloyd ( Jeorge had said that there 
was only one white division in Mesopotamia, 
and that there were only three white divisions 
in Kgypt and Palestine, tlie r(‘st being Italians 
or mixed with a vt'ry small proportion of 
Hritish troops. Again General Maurice said 
bluntly, ” This is not correct.” 

I’his extraor<linary letter ended with the 
following passage' : 

Now. Sir, this lottor is not result of a military con- 
Kpirucy. It has boon sei*n by no soklirr. I am by 
closoont and ronvictioii ns sincoro *i doinorriit ns tho 
IViino Minis! <?r, and thv' last thinj^ I want to do is to so«» 
thf' (5ov«*rniYn*iit of oiir country in tho liaiids of soldiers. 
My reason for taking the very grave step of writing this 
letter is that the statements quoted above known 
to a large number of sohli^rs to bo incorrect, and this 
knoAV ledge is brc'oding sucli distrust of the Government 
as can only end in impairing tho splendid moral of our 
troops at a time when everything possible should bo 
done to raise it. I have, th<*refore, decided, fully 
realizing the consequences to myself, that my duty as a 
citizen must override my duty as a soldier, and I a>k 


you to publish thi.s letter in the hope that Parliament 
may see fit to order an investigation into the statements 1 
have mode 

The same afternoon Mr. Asquith, with some 
asperity, questioned the Government on the 
matter in the House of Commons. He followed 
up his questions by giving notice of a motion 
for tho a£3pointment of a Select Committee to 
inquire into General Maurice’s allegations. 
This was a direct challenge to the Government 
which they were bound to take iq at tho earliest 
opportunity. They proposed at the outset that 
the matter should be investigated by two 
Judges. Mr. Asquith rejected this plan, and 
jiersisted with his alternativ’^o of a Select Com- 
mittee. The Crovernment made it j>lain that 
they had no intention of withdrawing from their 
position. It was their considered view that a 
juflicial investigation was tho best method of 
dealing with the matter, and that a Parlia- 
mentary Committee wouUl be the worst. 
I'he analogy of tho Roebuck Committee at the 
height of the Crimean War was not encourag- 
ing, and, when members began to think tluj 
matter out seriously, tliey were ajipalled at tho 
prospect of anything in the nature of a pro- 
longed political wrangle in the then dangerou.s 
position on the W'estern front. In the cireum- 
stanec^s, Min ist el's had no option Vnit to treat 
Mr. Asquith's motion as a V’oto of Censure In 
order to 'resist it with all the strength at their 
command, they sent out urgent telegraphic 
“whips'’ to all tludr supjxjrters, oxceiit those 
on active service, for tlu^ coming debate. 

Tho debate took jdace on May 9, and it 
attractoil as great a degree of jiublic interest 
as any Parliamentary ev’cnt during the war 
jieriod. In submitting his demand for a 
Parliamentary inquiry, ^Ir. Asquith denied 
that his motion was either in intention or in 
effect a Vote of Censure upon the (iovernment-. 
Ho said little about CJeneral Maurice'.s letter 
beyontl declaring empViat ically that neither ho 
nor, so far as his knowledge went, any of his 
political friends had any privdty in its com- 
position or piildieation. He devoted the greater 
part of his speech to an argument, directed first 
to the neoil of an inquiry into (JJeneral Mauri<?c's 
charges, and secondly to tho advantages of a 
Select Committee of five inesnibers ov'er a tri- 
bunal of two judges. Defending his choice 
on the ground that this was a matter wdiich 
peculiarly concerned the House of C’ommons, 
he asketl what was the alternative “ (3et on 
with the Avar,” cried Mr. Stanton, the l..abour 
member. 
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Mr. Lloyd George’s speech in reply was a 
great Parliamentary cl^ort. Facing straight- 
way the issues raised by ( Jeiu'ial ^Taurice, he 
complained that he liad been unfairly treated. 
He declared categorically that, while he was 
in daily contact with (Jencral Maurice, whom 
he regarded as a great friend, he had never 
challenged the statements to which he took 
exception in his letter. Proceeding to a de- 
tailed examination of the charges, Mr. Lloyd 
George t'xplaiiied that the (igurtvs on which 
he had based his statement that the tight iug 
strengtli of the British forces in Franct* was 
greater on January 1, 11)18, than on January 1, 
1917, were taken from the oHicial records of 
the War Gftico. Next, ho had been charged 
with misleading the public as to tlio comparative 
strength of the Allied and enemy forces when the 
otTensive began. He stateil that the wholi' of 
the figures on which he liacl based that statement 
had come from General Maurice. The figures, 
too, which he had givini of white divisions in 
the East were official. The particular state- 
ment about there being thrive British divisions 
in Egypt, he ex])laine(l, was made at a Cabinet 
meeting at whicJi General Maurici^ was piesent. 
As for the most serious cluirg<^ relating to the 
extension of the British front in France*, ho 
explained tlio whohi transaction in di'tail, and 
declariul that not a single yard was laktai over 
as a ri^siilt of the Versailh^s Council. Finally, 
Mr. Lloyd Georg(% sjieaking with great ('ariu'st- 
iiess, pointed the moral of the whol<» affair. 
He insisted that the letter was a flagrant breach 
of discijdine, and respc'ctfully suggos(('<l that 
Mr. Asquith origlit to iiave dcjirccatcd it 
He made another appeal to all S(*ctions to ciul 
these distracting cont roN'cisii's, which thn?at- 
ened the unity of the Army and the nation. 
With the fate of the coimlry in tlii^ balaia-c in 
the w’coks ahead, he demanded an ciul of 
“ this sniping.” 

Tlie general feeling was that Mr. J..loyd 
George had .successfully viiiflicat(‘d the (jJovern* 
nieiit, and strong appeals wta'o marie trj Mr. 
Asquith not to press nis motion to a division. 
He insist e< I, however, on letting matters take 
their course. For the first time sinen* th<^ 
br'giniiing of the war, the Opposition Whips 
acted as tellers in a division against thr^ Govern- 
ment. ^ For thr> first time, too, the Loader of 
the Opposition and the wUolc of his Front 
Bencli lieutenants voted against the Govern- 
ment on a question of confidence. When the 
re.Hult of the division was announced, it was 


found that 108 membr'rs hail voted for ^Ir. 
Asquith's motion, and 295 against it. Mr. 
Asquith only snccccdi*rl in getting 99 out of 
the 200 Liberal Members of the Housr* into hi.s 
lobby. N\>t only did he fail to command half 
the votes of the |)arty, but, with 72 Liberals 
iiefinitely throwing in their lot with the Govtuii- 
meiit, lu‘ only had a majority of 27 of (ho 
Liberals \’oting. By j)utting r>n the (>p[)i>sit ion 



MR. ASQUITH. 

Whips hr^ had foreinl tlu* whoh- body rd LihrM als 
whom hr* formei’ly lr‘d (r) makr' their elioir*e 
betwrH'ii him and Mr. l.iloyrl (ir'orgr^'s (h)vt*rii- 
jnr'iit, and 1 hr* n'sults, ]>(*rmanr‘nt as wr*il as 
t<*mporary, w(*r(> r)f t la* first political im[>o! (urir-(*. 

At tlie time it sr r'med as if the division must 
mark a tnrning-priint. in tia* war ir*lalions 
betwr'f*n tla* two Front Br*ja‘la*s. A p<‘rmaia*iit 
Opjiositiori. prepair'd to eiilir i/r* and ehall<*ngr^ 
the <j;ovt*rima*nt in tla* ohi pn*-war way, ser*na*rl 
to hav(' come intr) rixistr'ias*. As a/ ina1fr*r r)f 
fact, it was the first arai last tina* on which 
Mr, Asquith tot>k to open warfan*. Tla* Ojipo- 
sition Whips \\fH' iit*vt*r callr‘d upmi again to 
tr*ll in a rlivisirai against thr^ ( ;overnmt*nt, and 
tla? wholes affair had jiroved to hr^ sucli a fiasco 
that nrj further attempt was marh* to «‘mharrass 
tla* Gove rnment by tht*sr* na'tlaals. It was (ho 
last of the “ sniping ” d<J)at«*s, and thr* vr>ir-r; rif 
controversy was .stilled during the r^jiie, eJiaptr r 
which cnlminated in tla? signing t)f the armis- 
tire. Tla? net re.suK <d the ineidr*!it was that, 
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(General Maurice was placed on half pay ; that 
the Government dropped their proposal of a 
judicial investigation into his charges ; and 
that it was a chief caiiso of the disaster which 
overwhelmed Mr. Asquith and his wing of the 
Liberal Party at the General Gloction. 

At last, with the final campaign in the West 
moving by giant strides to its tremendous climax, 
the Government were able to give their un- 
divided attention to the conduct of the war, 
and Parliament was in a position to concentrate 
its energies on great problems of legislation and 
finance. Before the summer recess Mr. Fisher 
scored a pei-sonal triumph by securing the 
passing of a groat Education Act. This measure 
raised the <deint*ritnry school age to 14 years, 
provided for the introduction of a system of 
compulsory <lay continuation schools for 
ailolescents, imposed drastic restrictions on the 
emyiloyrnent of children, aiul raised the standard 
of physical welfare in schools. By these and 
other valuable! reforms it assure<l a real 
e<1ucational advance? aftei* the war. 

The financial operations of the House of Com- 
mons wert* on a more enormous scale than over. 
Mr. Bonar Law's seooncl Budget, the biggest in 
onr financial history, allowing for an estimated 
expenditure of £2,972,197,000 and a revenue of 
£842,050,000, leaving an estimated deficit to bo 
met hy loans nf t'2,1 30,147.000, was passed 
w’ithout difiiculty. The income-tax was raised 
to the unprecjedentod figure of 6s. in the £. 
'The taxation of fanners was doublecl. 'riio 
limit of super- tax exemption was lowered to 
£2,500, and the rat«?s of super- tax under the 
graduated scale were inci’eased up to a maximum 
of 4s. 6d. in the £. The stamp duty on cheques 
was increased from Id. to 2d., the beer and 
spirit duties were doubled, and the sugar, 
tobacco, and match <luti(?s were raisetl. Penny 
postage was abolislied, the letter rate being 
raised to 1 Jil., while the halfpenny postage on 
postcai*ds was doTibled. A project for the 
imposition of a luxury tax of 2d. in the shilling 
was referred to a Select (Committee. A schedule 
of hixui’ies to be taxed was framed, but the 
Government did not act upon the Committee’s 
rt'port, and nothing more was heard of the 
matter. During the last year of w*ar, Votes of 
(.-i*edit wore sanctioned to the aggregate amount 
of £2,500,000,000. Two of these Votes were 
for £700,000,000 each*-the largest sum ever 
asked from the House of Commons at a single 
sitting. 

Before adjourning for a ten weeks’ recess in 


the summer the two Houses went to St. 
Margaret’s, Westminster, on Svuiday» August 4, 
the fourth anniversary of the declaration of 
war, and invoked the Divine blessing on the 
national cause. A month after its reassembling 
Parliament was again to repair to St. Mar- 
garet’s, this time to give thanks to Almighty 
God for the signing of the armistice with 
Germany. The adjournment hod taken place 
on August 8, the historic date on which the 
British Armies launched their last and greatesi 
offensive, which was to smash the Hindenburg 
Line and to set the crown upon the stupendous 
military t^ffort of four arduous years. To this 
effort Parliament had made, in its own sphere, 
a decisive contribution, and it was a broathles.^ 
and buoyant House of Commons which rcj- 
assembled on October 15. It met with Bulgaria 
out of the war, with a complete victory in 
prospect, and with its task almost done. Therr* 
wore no mor5 heroic measures to be passed. 
The surrender of Turkey and Austria was 
announced in turn, and when the Prime 
Minister read to the House the terms of the 
armistice with Germany on November 11 it 
was fully realized that, as this was the last- 
scene in the Parliamentary drama of the war, 
the curtain was also about to fall on the 
Parliament which had weathered the storm. 


No sooner had the armistice been signed than 
preparations were set on foot for a General 
ElcHition. The War Parliament had already 
outlived all its predect'ssors since the Long 
Parliam«?nt and Pensionary* Parliament of 
Stuart times. It had passed five separate Acts 
for extensions of its life, and was now in the last 
quarter of its eighth year. The passing of tht^ 
Reform Act had cleared away the last obstach^ 
to a dissolution, as the Register of the new 
electorate, the first of any kind prepared during 
the war, was ready by October 1. There ha<l 
bi^en a widespi-ead feeling even in July, wdu*!! 
Par liament prolonged its life for a further tei*m 
of six montlis, that this was likely to be the last 
extension of the series. On the 18th of that 
month The Tim^ gave the first hint of thr' 
probable dissolution of Parliament in November. 
The end of the war was not then in sight, but 
political plans were quietly laid on the assumy?- 
tion tliat, in the entirely new situation created 
by the passing of the Reform Act, the demand 
for a General Election befoie many months had 
would be almost iriesistible. . The 
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favourable progress of the war in the wonderful 
summer campaigns in East and West brought 
an election well within the range of practical 
politics, and the signing of the last armistice 
clinched the matter 

Accordingly, there was little surprise when 
on the day following the cessation of hostilities 
Mr. Lloyd C^rge and Mr. Bonar Law summoned 
their Liberal and Unionist supporters to 
separate meetings and outlined a policy for the 


labour and of wages and of a reduction of 
hours. Bolshevism,” he declared, “ I am 
not afraid of. Jt is reaction tliat 1 am afraid 
of ; yes, reaction and disimion.” 

The chief event of the Unionist meeting was 
the rea^ling of a letter from Mr. Lloyd George 
by Mr. Bonar Law, In it the Prime Minister 
expressed the opinion that, if there was to bo 
an election, it should bo a Coalition election — 
that is to say that the country should bo 
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continuance of the Coalition Government during 
the peace negotiations and the period of re- 
construction. These were the first moves, and 
the fact that both meetings were held in private 
led to some preliminary complications. Mr. 
Lloyd George made a declaration of policy at 
the Liberal meeting, and The Times was able to 
publish the essential passages from it on the 
following day. He argued tliat with the end 
of the war there could be no possible justification 
for prolonging the life of a moribund Parliament. 
After insisting upon the need of a just peace 
and a guarantee that the League of Nations was 
a reality, he made a radical pronouncement on 
the need of reform at home. He outlined a 
great housing programme, and spoke of the 
need of an improvement of the conditions of 


definitoly invited to return candidal es whr>« 
undertake to sup]iort tljo pr<*sent Govt^rnmcnt 
not only to prosecute the war U? its final oral 
and negotiate the peace, but to deal with tlie 
problems of reconstruction which must inline- 
diatoly arise directly an armistice is signcHl.” 
(The letter was dated Novf*mbcr 2.) “ In of htu- 

woids,” Mr. Lloyd George continued, ” the test 
which in future must fleci<lo whether individual 
candidates will be sustained at the polls by 
your supporters and mine must be not, as in 
the past, a pledge to support the Government 
in the prosecution of tJie war, but a definite 
pledge to support this Government.” Mr. 
Lloyd George submitted a statement of policy 
on questions with which the Unionist Party 
had chiefly identified itself. In the sphere of. 
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The Lord Chancellor and the bearer of the Great Seal. 


onorioinic policy h(? acct^ptod Imperial ])refer- 
ence, io bo >Tiven on existing rlnties and on any 
duties whicdi might nft<*rwards bo imposed, btit 
t'liminated the possibility of a tax on food. He 
insisted that key industries must bo pr<\served, 
and that security sliould })o given against 
<himping. On the subject of Tr<*la!i(b he claimed 
tlie right to 1>riiig into efh'ct a scdtlemonl ba,sed 
on Homo Rule, hut refiist'cl to contemplate the 
forcible coc^rcion of tiic' six noi-thern counties 
of leister. As for tlie Church in AX'ales, he found 
no evitlonoo of a general ilesire that the Act 
should be re]a‘ah'd, but r«'(‘ognize<l that tlio 
long eontinuanc*' of the war had created finan- 
cial problems which must be takiai into 
account. 

This letter was not made ]>ublic for some 
<li\ys. As at the' nuH'ting of his own supporters 
the Prime Minister luid €'m])hasisctl more par- 
ticularly liis Liberalism and luul eloquently 
appealed for the sup])<»rt of his old party, many 
of Mr. Honar T-iaw’s supporters found sonu' 
dilficulty in reconciling the tone of that 
pronouncement with the terms of the letter, 
which was intended to meet the special case 
presented by the need for Unionist support. 


The position was pulled round at the end of 
the wet'k at a meeting at the Central Hall, 
Westminster, which Mr. Lloyd (Jeorge, Mr. 
Honar Law, and Mr. Barnes addressed in turn. 
A common (^)nlition platform for the I^nionist, 
T.iiberal, and Labour sections had been found, 
and the mysterious letter was there: ptiblished 
to the woi’ld. I'his was the* formal t)j>c‘ning 
of the election campaign. 

Two days before, on November 14, IMr. 
Bonar Law liad announced in the House of 
Coinmous that l^arliament would be dissolved 
on the 2r)th of that month, and that the nomina- 
tions and j)olls for the Ueiu'nvl Election would 
be hekl on Hecembi'i* 4 and 14 respect iv^ely. 
The business of the Session was quickly wound 
up, and the Parliament which had seen the 
war through came to a quiet end* It had been 
beyond question one of tlie most meinorablo 
Parliaments in our long political history. No 
Parliament in modern times had been t ho 
theatre of such dramatic events or thi^ witne.ss 
of such complete changes of fortune. Elected 
in time of peace in December, 1910, on purely 
domestic questions, it found itself tliree ami a 
half years later siuidenly transformed into a 
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War Parliament, faced with the supreme issues 
of national existence. It adapted itself slowly 
to the new conditions, but it could not fairly 
be said that it over n\ade a serious mistake in 
the second and most important chapter of its 
history. Cu'cumstanoes beyond its control 
forced it to revise its view of national policy 
and to undo in fo\ir and a half years of war 
much of the work it liad accomplished in thnn^ 
and' a half years of peace. It was fated hartlly 
to take a step, either before or after Au^st, 
1914, which in the light of our present knovv- 
ledgb was without a touch of irony. It livc'd 
under a Party CJovtn-nmont and two (^mlition 
Ministries, and under two Piiine Ministers, 
Mr. Asquith and Mr. TJoyd Georg<\ It passed 
Acts whi<rh became a ilcwl letter ami others 
which etfected the most extensive constitutional 
and social reforms in our liistoiy, and its WiU* 
emergency Statutes suriiassed iu originality 
and thoi’oiighiu^ss aiiytliing that any politician 
of the okl scliool had ever dr<‘amt of. 

Although it was generally n'<‘ognized that a 
definite ehaptor in our political history ha<l 
closed with the signing of tlu'> armistice with 
(haiiiany, and that another must open im- 
mediately, the Fioldiiig of th<^ (Jeneral Klection 
at this tim<‘ was by no means universally 
w^elcomed. jVlr. As<puth ami tlu? liberals who 
recognized him a.s their leader still inaintaimMl 
their position as a s<*parate c'litity outsi<h; tlu* 
CV)alition on which the ( Jov’crnment was hasc*<l, 
and nothing came of v'arious movements whi<’h 
were set on foot during tlie autumn to securi' 
an aecommodatioii between tlie old I’liim* 
Minister and the new, '^Phe Asquith Lihemls 
entered strong obje(*tions to the ]>olicy of the 
(government in appealing to the country before 
peace Imd been signed. Tlitar attitude was 
shared by the ha>>our Party, though ]VIr. 
Henderson’s pre[)arat ions for an election cam- 
paign were so well advanced that they di<l not 
express their opinion with quite the same 
intensity of feeling. For one thing, tlic^ J..a})cuir 
Party had antii;ipated the «!vent by terminating 
the party truce for by-elections in the summer. 
A conference of th(* Labour Party now dr'cidcd 
by an overwhelming majority to resume i(s 
complete independence by the withdrawal f>f 
the Labour Ministers from the (lovernment. 
Mr. (JJlynes, wdio had succeedeil to tlu* oHicc^ 
of Food (^>ntroller on the death of Lord 
Rhondda, acted upon tliis decision almost 
immodiatoly. In the next few weeks three', 
other Labour Ministei-s, Mr. Hodge*, Mr Brace, 


and Mr. Walsh, folknved Mr, Clyni's’s €»xample. 
Tlie otlu*r four, Mr. Barm*s, Mr. Keiberts, Mr. 
Warelle, and Mr. Larke*r, rt'inaine'd at theii 
posts. 4'hey weav, howeve^r, no longe^r the* 
direct ivpresi'iitatives of the^ Labour Party, and 
the thivc3-parly (\)alitit>n e^e'ase'tl to e^xist with 
the dissohitiein of Parliament, 'The election 
campaign was fought liy a Foalitiou e*e>nsisting 
of the whole Fnionist Party, an imxiortant 
section of the Liberal Party, and individital 
laibour me*n acting iu dt'liaiiee of the de'eisiou 
eif tluMr party. Accordingly, wlu*u t he Foalit i<»n 
earner to issue* a. luauitVsto tt) the* electors, it 
was signed only by Mi‘. Lloytl (U'orge ainl Mr. 
Honar Law'. 

’'Fhe e*l(‘etii>n campaign w is the tpiictcst O'l 





MR. BONAR LAW, 

In Palace Yard, Westminster. 
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record. The appeal which Mr. Lloyd George 
and Mr. Bonar Law made to the electors was 
•briefly for support of the Coalition Government 
in the achievement of a peace settlement 
•commensurate with the greatness of the 
national sacrifice and in the prosecution of a 
•radical policy of reform in the period of recon- 
struction. Special emphasis was laid in the 
L*oalition manifesto on the determination of the 


started election cries of its own. The transition 
from the absorbing interests of the war to the 
consideration of reconstruction problems pure 
and simple was too abrupt for its liking. The 
peace was not yet made and the electmn 
campaign had not been long in pj^gress before 
every candidate was made aware of the very 
strong opinions which prevailed in the con- 
stituencies on some essential factors of the 



MR. LLOYD GEORGE SPEAKING AT THE CENTRAL HALL, WESTMINSTER, 
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new combination to provide land for soldiers, 
to secure an improvement in housing conditions, 
find to raise the standard of living of the 
working classes. These broad aims, which were 
crystallized into a national ambition to secure 
a better England for the heroes of the war to 
live in, figured no less prominently in the 
progi'ammes of the Asquith Liberals and of the 
Labour Party, who actually, if not technically, 
f<.>l lowed the lead of Mr. Arth\ir Henderson. 
Both groups put forward schemes of industrial 
amelioration and social reform, but there was 
no opposition to the war and peace aims of the 
Goveriuneiit, except from the small ** pacifist ” 
minority in each camp. 

There seemed to be such general agreement 
on the “ New England ” policy of the Govern- 
ment that the . electorate not unnaturallv 


problem. There was a widespread determina- 
tion, to which virtually every Coalition cantli- 
date gave his support, to ensm*e that Germany 
should pay the cost of the war, that the Kaiser 
should be brought to trial, and that no oppoi*- 
tunity should bo afforded for any futui-c^ 
j>enetration of this country by potential enemy 
agents. After some hesitation, the Government 
adapted themselves to the prevailing temper. 
Mr. Lloyd George made several vigorous 
speeches in different parts of the country, and 
pledged himself and his Gkivernment up to the 
hilt to make a strong peace along the lines 
indicated by public opinion. His election j^ro- 
gramme at the end of the campaign was 
summarized in a fomword to a list of Coalition 
candidates issued from the Whips* office on the 
eve of the poll. 
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The following six points were there set out 
as the main heads of the Prime INlinister’b 
eliKJtion programme : 

Trial of the Kaisor. 

Punishment of tho»o ro.sponxiblo for nlrooitit"5. 

Fullest indemnities from Gi*rniauy. 

Britain for tho British, .'^ocjially and industriaMy. 

Hehabilitation of those brokoii in tin* war. 

A haj^pior country for all. 

Altltoiigh nobody rlonbto<l for n tnoinont that- 
the Coalition would obtain a, majority at tlu^ 
polls, soino rosoid t»u‘nt was shown at i»no 4>1 
tlie iiLstriuneiits whiob thoir or^?ani/.ors nsad to 
obtain their object. This was tho method 4»f 
crcrtificating oanilidalcs known as tho Coalition 
“ coupon.'’ Kv4.n*y caiuiidat4^ who was aeccpte4l 
as satisfactory by the? W hips in Downing Street 
iH‘ceived a letter frenn Mr. Lloy4l (hiovgo an<l 
.Mr. Bonar Law formally ro4j4»gnizing him as th4' 
Coalition candidate, and (expressing tho ho]>c 
that tJte electors would rid nrii him as their 
rej^iv'soiitat ivo in Parlianuuit to support th4‘ 
(5overnmt*nt in tlu' gr<‘at task lH‘h)re it. WIk'ii 
t li4‘ ^Vhips jinhiisluni t Ikm'i* o(VK*ial list of ( ^»alition 
candidates it was found that .*5(»1 W(‘r(' Cnaaiists. 
loS Idlx'vals, and 18 momh(;rs of the National 
Democratic Party, which formed a sort of 
))atriotic Labour wing of tho now combination 
W^oll aware that the Dnionist strength in the 
old Parliainoiit was nnd<M' 800, Lihtu’als wiu-t* 
doubtful of the wisdom of tho iipi^oararice in 
tho field of nearly 400 Unionist enmdidatt^s, as 
compared with a haro 1 50 repi-esent ing the 
Liberal wing. 'iTio suggestion was freely jnade 
that Sir (teorgo younger, the lu;ad of the 
Unionist organization, had got tli(^ hotter of 
the bargain with the Coalition fdberal Whips. 
Sir Deovgo Younger not only staked out claims 
in many of the now seats created by the Heform 
Act, but also took full advantag*^ of tho s[»lit in 
the Liberal Party by bringing out Cnionist 
candidates iigninst Lib<u*nl8 who elnng to 
Mr. Asquitli's leadership. Labour also bad a 
grievance in the number of (k>alitiou cadididates 
who received oflicial cndorsomoiit in indnstrinl 
('onstitneneies for wliich the party Jiad put 
forwarfi canclidates who had played a patriotic 
part during tho war, Tn a few cases, notably in 
South Wales, Labour frandidates were allowed 
an unopposed return, and there was a wide-- 
spread feeling, which wa.s gr4iatly intensiti4*d 
wlien the results of tho election wer4^ known, 
tliat the C^onlition organizers would have bi-c-n 
wisei' if they had adopted a less rigid ays tom in 
their choice of candidates. 

Thoso were the Tiinin tendencies of the 


orderly eleotion (‘ampaign on record. Quiet 
the contest might have l>eeti, but it was oer- 
(uiiily not dull and uidnterostiiig. It . was in 
tho main conduetc^d in a spirit of natmnal 
solularity and good comradeship, and with a 
ct)mniondabk‘ ahsouco of pei*3onal rancour. 
Some called it a “ freak ” election : others 
compared it to tho so called “ khaki ” election 
of 1000. Actually it was an election without 
parallel, both in tin- tt‘in])4'r in which it was 
i:ou4jnct4*d ami in t in*. inetho«l of colh^cting t h4* 
voices of tin* nation whiejh was now employed 
for thi' tirsi I ilia* 

Nominations werr tak4M\ on D4*C4'^inbor 4, 
and 107 na'inlxas W4‘r*e rotiirnod unopposed. 
'There was an (extraordinary multiplicity of 
(candidates for the rtMnaining tiOO s(-ats. Over 
1,500 (aiiididaU's w(‘i(' nominat('(l, and th(n-i‘ 
were- inoiMe tlii(-e cin’n(*rt*d contests than at any 
previo\is (‘k'ction. 'TIu* Labour Party ma.d(- 
tho bigg('st 1 ‘ 1 'fort in its history, and put into 
(lu> tield 8()2 (tandidatt'S. Ijahoiir had only 
|•('(3<^ntly a[>}>t‘ared in tin* jjolitieal held as an 
int<‘gral fighting foivi* in full hat the array. It 
was tho old Labour Party r(‘(.jonsl it utod and 
enlarged by tho reeogi»ition of th(‘ intorests of 
all producors “ ])y hand or by brain ” without 
distinction of class or o<;cu[)at ion. 'This was tho 
principal cliangti mmhj in tho new (-onstiUition 
adopt(‘d by tho party tjarlicr in tlae y(‘ar. 
.\nother innovation which was now brought 
into operation for tho iirst tiiiue was a provisioi 
that biehao every (lonornl Klocjtion the parU 
prograi niiio should )>e laid down hy the National 
Kxec.utivo and that ovory catididalo must 
adopt it. 

'Tho polls laid on D(‘C(anher I L and 

t h(?ro was a linger V(jt() in lla^ aggregate than 
had hci.Mi expt*et(Ml. Neai'ly ll,(K)0,tMMI vet(‘' 
>\'ere i*eco)'d<‘d and cpiitcj tiU per e(‘nt. ot tho.se 
(|na1itiod to vote cxer(•is(^d t frane-hisi*. T’la* 
.lew wooHMi voters polkMl in gi(Uit atnaigth, and 
17 w<an(*n took adva.ntag(^ of an Act p«ss(‘d in 
t he closing days of the Session to stand ns candi 
datc's. 'Thci votes were not conntrjd until 
Dc.-cemlaa* 28, as time had to be allowed for the 
(jolioction of ballot papers from soldioi’H on the 
Western front who had voted by post. I’licre 
was a fairly la-avy soldiers* vote, but, although 
possibly representative, it was far from being 
(exhaustive. No fewer than 2,400,t>T0 l>all.>t- 
papeix were is.siied to alwent voters, h\it only 
830.000 W(jre inoliidiHj in tho count of voles. 
Very few proxi(\s for soldiers in di.stant theatres 
(if war and sailors at sea app<>ared at f he polling 
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Tho military and naval vote, in fa«t, 
wa'i tho leait satisfactory feature of tiu* 
olectioti 



THE SPEAKER. 

Mr. J. W. Lowther, M.P. 

Whon tho rosiilis of the jioll wore (h'danvl, 
it found that the (voalitioii had tht^ 

country and scored the in«).st renuukahlo 
triumph ever r(H*-orded in our politioat annals. 
Mr. TJoyd (leorjjft' wan confirmed in jiower with 
a majority of over all tho uon-CV)alitu»n 
ineinboi*s. No fewer than 47S oflicial Coalition 
candidates, 334 Ihiionists, 134 Liberals, an<l 
U) members of tho National Demoerath? Party, 
wore eh'e.tcd for tho <ib2 seats in Great Britain. 
Kvory Minister who iiad to face a contest was 
I'oturned, in almost ov^ery ease by a swooping 
majority IMr. Lloyd Gcoi*^<» defeated an 
indopeialent candidali^ at (Carnarvon by ovt r 
12,000 votes. Mr. Bonar I^aw had a livo-fi^un* 
majority in Glasgow. Mr. (Miurchill. in Duiulee, 
had the larp^est majority, ovta* LlJMMi, ^i\'en to 
a Minisba*. Tx>ndon and th<‘ FTome (kamties 
wont almost solid for tho Coalition. Scotland 
and Wales ca-ine down heavdly on Mr. Lloyd 
George’s side, a.tid the Coalition polled far more 
strongly in the industrial ^lidlamls and North 
than h*\d boon expected 

Very different was tho experience of Mr. 
Asquith and tho Liberal Opposition Mr 
Asqiutii, all liis Front Beiirh lieuteuants^ and 


all luH Whips, were defSeatod, and, where they 
were engaged in three-cornered contobts, they 
wore usually found at the bottom X>f the poll 
'Two ex-Mintstoi*s (Sir Charles Hobhouse and 
Mr. McKiiuioii Wood) actually polled less than 
onc-cLghtli of the total number of votes recorded 
and forfeited the deposit of £150 made by each 
l andidalo on uouiluatioii in accordance with a 
provision of the Reform Act designed to 
fliscomage freak candidatures. Mr. Asquith’s 
defeat !!» Last Fife, wliich fix’st returned him t<» 
Parliament in I88t) and had remained faitliful 
to him at evi*iy t'lection in th(‘ iuteiwc'niuu 
thirty two y*‘ais, provided the greatest sensa* 
lion in a flay of surprises. Otliei* ex-Ministei’s 
\rfio failfMl to seciin* re-f'lei'ton were Mr. 
Asquith's Chancellor of the* Kxch<*quer (Mr 
McKenna), two of his Hoiiu* Sf*crf*taries (Mr 
I lerbort Samuel »m<l Sir John Simon), his 
President of tho Boarel of J’radc (]Mr. Huneiinan), 
his Sf'erclai’y for Si*otlaiid (Mr. Teiuiant), aial 
his Cliief Whip (Mr. (hillandk 

Liihour polk'fl in tJu* aggregatf* m*aily 
2,50t).(MM> ^’otcs, hut failf'd to se(*ure a pro]>or 
tifmatf* mimlM*rf>f scaits in tin* new l^arliamcnt. 
Still, it siK^ccf'df'f I in st rengt hfaiing its rej^rc- 
sentation hy securing the rf'turn of (>3 of its 





MR, EDWARD SHORTT. 

Chief Secretary for Ireland 1918. 

eamlidates. As only 28 non-Coalitiou Ulx'ials 
were i*otnrned, l.ia.bonr hi'eame, next to tht‘ 
tknd it ion, the stnuige.'^t Jhiti*^!! eonihinatioii in 
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the House of Cpmmons. Mr. Barnes, Mr. 
llodgo, Mr. Kobei't:^, and the other T^ahoui* 
Ministers who stood by the (’oalition in the 
most eritieal |)has<^s of the war were oleotod by 
huge majorities. Deh'at, however, w^as th<‘ 
])ortion of Mr, Arthur Ht‘ndt'rson, who had left 
the (Coalition as the ivsult of the Stockholm 
eontro\ersy, and of the live acknowledged 
j)a<‘ilists ” among tlu» Labour members of 
the last rarliauK'ut , in(*luding Mr. Snowden 
and Mr. Kanway MuiMhaudd 'riaar rejection 


Party, standing on a separatist and Republican 
programme, swept tlu^ Koinan (^^tholic parts 
of Ireland, and left the Xationa lists with only 
six siuits in the wlmlc i-ountry, of which fiv'o 
weiH' in Ulster. Mr. Dillon was ilefealed by 
Mr. <le Wilera, and Sinn h\nn obtaintnl 73 of 
thi' 10r> Irish S4*ats. Sir Kdwanl Carson and 
his ft>llnwt‘rs st rengt lu'ne<l 1 h<*ir [)osition in 
Ldsti'i’, and S4‘curi*d 2r> s«*als. Only one i>f tlK’* 
I 4 women candidati'S was <'lectt‘d — ^Madame 
Markit'w ic/., tin* Sinn 'Thert* was a 



GOUNI'INt; VOTES AT THE TOWN HAI.L, CHELSEA, 
In the first Election open to women voters and officials. 


was decisive, and th<‘ii- fati* was shared by all 
the Liberal members <.)f tin* p*i<*ihst. ’ giMMip 
wdio ventured to submit tlieir record t<» fluj 
coixstituencies. The not result of the election 
for Tabour, liowtJver, was a considcrabh* gain 
of ground in the industrial districts generally 
Seats wore captured in tlie Midlands, . in tin* 
Yorkshire coalfield, in Lancasliire, in tlm 
Scottish Lowlands, and in South Wales The 
minei*s’ candidates did particularly well, 25 
being returned. 

The Irish conh^sts w^ere fought on quite dif- 
ferent iasues from thos<^ in (Ireat Britain, but the 
results were equally significant The Sinn Fein 


much larger number of iinh'pcndcnt j andidati's 
than at any piiivioU'^ clcclnni, hut only four 
Were rct-urin‘d. Lloyd (oMa’gi*, no wcakiu'ss 
in iln^ making of tln^ pcac**, an i*nd of party 
iliA'isions, and no Holslicvism thest^ w<*re 
ac'<M.*pl<*<l as the cliit^f vcrjlicds *d’ the ( Jeneral 
Electimi. 

No sof)ner had Mr. TJoyd Ccorgc I'ctnrnod 
from his successful a]>pcal to I hf^ <-onntry than 
lie sot about j*<‘constructing bis ( lovornment. 
When tbii official list of appointini*iif s apficarnd, 
early in the Now there* was keen disap> 

pointment among those* who hud hoped for a 
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drastic overhauling of the Ministry to adapt it 
to tho nc'W phase of tlie national effort which 
had set in with tho trlosc. of hostilities. It was 
found that little had be*en atteinpted hey(»ral a 
redistrihution (jf th(3 personnel of tho old 
Minisfry. Very little new blood was intro- 
dneed. A newcomer to tho House (»f roinmons, 
Sir lloljort Horne, was a[)poiiit(M| Minister of 
Labour. Ho had a distinguished nH*ord as a 
N\ar administrator ; aftt*r serv'ing as Direetoi- 
of tho Admiralty Labour 1 leparl ment, lie 
hoeame ^riiii-d Livil Lord of the Admiralty in the 
closing months of the wai-. Mr. Andrew \\’<‘ir, 
who took over the .Ministiy of Munitions with a 
\iew to merging it into a new Ministry of 
Supply, was one of I he (JIasgow business nasi 
who made their maik in Whitehall during the 
war; ho did \’aluabl(‘ work at the War Ofliee 
as Snrveyor-t Jeneral of Supply. He became a 
pvov under th(‘ title of Loi-d Inverforth. 'I’he 
most st i’iking extra-l’arliamentaiy appointment 
was that of Sir S. I*. Sinha as I’nder Seeretary 
for I mlia. 'The first I ndian to lM*eome a nuMiiber 
»>f the \'ie<‘roy's h’\eenfi\’(‘ Lonneil, he was a 
nuMnlxM* of the first linpeiial War (’abinet, and 
wiis the first Indian to Ix'eoiiu* a member o4’ the 
lm|><'rial ( {overnnuMU . His appointment at 
tliis stag(' was a p<MMiliaily significant step. it 
was eharly inf<‘nd<‘d to be» an earnest of the 
< leterminat ion of the Imperial (lovernnaait [a 
l»nild a jiermaiu'nt strnetm*’ of Indian eon- 
stifutional r(‘form upon the proposals of tlx' 
Mont agu-( ’helmsford Hepijrt. 'The new I’nder- 
Seei’etary was made a jieer nnder the fitk' <'l 
I .ord Sinha. 

Of the more strietly political appointments, 
the most widely disenssed wi'ie the trans- 
ferenet* of .Mr. ( 'Imrehill to the War Ofliee and 
the elevation »)f Sir K. K, Smith to tla* Wool- 
sack. Some eoiitroversy was aroused by the 
dirision that Mr. I'hurehill should be Secretary 
of Stat(* for Air as well as Secretary of StaL* for 


War. He took with him as Under-Sccretary for 
Air .Major-General Seely, one of Mr. Asquith’s 
War Ministei-s, who had an honourable recoixl 
of tight ing service in France. The appointment 
of so young a man as Sir F. K. Smith to tho great 
ofhc<’ of JiOrd Chancellor was criticized both on 
political aiifl legal giounds. He w^as succeeded 
as Attorney-General by Sir Gordon Hewart, 
Sir Finest Pollock, who had i*endered good 
siM viec^ to the Government during tho war in 
unravelling the technicalities of the blockade 
as Chairmaii of tht^ Gontraband (Vanmittoe, 
became Solicit oi--Gcneial. .Mi*. Bonar Law 
eeas<‘(| to be Ghanccllor of tile l^jXcheipier, and 
was succ(‘(‘ded bv Ml'. .Ausfiai Ghamberlaiu. 
.Mr. W'alter Long became h^irst Lord of the 
Admiralty in succession to Sir Fric Geddes, 
who was d(‘signafed as first Minister of Ways 
and ( 'ommnnieat.ions. Mr. Shoi'tt, a goixl 
lhaise of ('omnions man, was the new Home 
Secretary, and his plaei* as ('hii^f Secretary for 
Ireland was taken by Mr. Ian ^lacph(*rson, 
proliably the most indusl rious I’ndei’-Secre- 
tary the W'ar Olliee iwer had. Then* could have* 
Ix'cn no more con‘(’ct appointment than that of 
Loi'd Mihu'r as Colonial Secretary ; it was one 
of the <-lear eases of the right, man in the. right 
place. Sir Auckland Cediles and Dr. Addison 
<’\changed others, the forna*r bi’icoming Minist<*r 
of Keeonst I'uct ion and tlu! lattei’ Presidi'iit of 
tin* Local (Jovirmnent P>oar<l. d’h(‘ie was a 
new Minister «)f Pensions in Sii- L. W’tirthington 
Fxaiis, who did well in the old Parliament a«s 
Minisf<‘r of Blockade. Of the four Lahtair 
members of tlx; okl ( lo\ ernna-nt w ho rc'uuiiiied, 
•Mr. Barni's kc*pt his s(‘at in the W ai* Cabinet 
and Mr. ( a‘orge Koberts took <-haige of tlxi 
luiod .Ministry. 'I’ln^ W ar Cabiia t system was 
euiitinued a little longer, and tho view was 
widely held that the arrangements generally 
would have to be r(*vievved and revised after tho 
signing of tlLc Treaty of l*euco. 
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THE BRITISH ARMY IN FRANCE 
(AUGUST, 1914 DECEMBER, 1917). 
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I N tuniirr clijiiitci of lli-.|oiy tlu’ 

story of t hr r»i iti''h ( jimimiyiis in Kr.mcr 
ii|) to tlic ^|)ri^}i of lUIS luis iM-m (old in 
tlu*ii‘ dottiil. It max' now lx- lu-lplnl lo 
omit (hu dntaii and to m‘\ irw cain- 

])ai^^ns ill pur.’^puct i\ onr with tii«' other 
and w'itli till' ^eiioral coni.'^ii of tiic war, to 
attempt a jj(eneral estimate of the military 
situation iVom time to lime, and whilii in* 
dieatiiiE^ fanlls to appii-eiate (Ih- maemtnde o| 
tile a< llie\ ement , 'The Mihjeet i- \a.d. one, 
eijiial in its (;omplieat ion aiel it.-' ^eope to t he 
>nm total of all tliu, t-ampaiens e\er wauod In 
the Ihitish Army h<*foo- tins war, and, howoxer 
genoral tla^ treatment, the wdiole ground 
eannot Ix^ covered in a single e.lia[)ter. In 
this ehaplei' it is proposed to earry the roxiew 
down to Di'eemher, I!M7--to the cm* nt our 
eji’calest trial wliieh was, latej* in the year, to 
heeome the hi^h noon tide of our triumph. 

'riie future historian, when he >nivey> the 
militai y oi-^ani/at ion of t his eonntry just 
hefore the oiit break of the war, will wonder 
at the iMjnfidcnee, not. to say temerity, witli 
wliieh th(‘ count rv iMiteierl on the stnjiendons 
struggh*. 'idle war- did n<j( come upon the 
(tovernment as a snipri>e, for- its po.ssihility 
liad been foreseen sinei- l!)t)h, wln-n tlie fir>t 
militai'y com ersat ions took place between 
Freneh and Toitish r<‘pri;scntat i\ e-. Iho* 

Vul. XIX — Tan -10 


<ame it, then, that onr pi epa i .i t ions were so 
w ildly inadeipiate to I he task ? \\ hat were onr 

e.ihniat ions t hat w e .>hoiili| think t hat. an army 

of inn, nut) men i:>n.nnn Ijemilars and 20(1, nnn 

I errit onals, and lhes«- last not rearly (o take 
the tiehl until ^i\ months alter their emhodi- 
nu-nt would hi- eoi 1 ij let ent to a task for which 
si\ million men l)a rely Mittierd V And what was 
the nature oi the plans that were discussed ill 
the Anglod'reneh militar'V com ersat ions that, 
laded l>\ >n nnieli tc» come near to the military 
realit les '! 

'The i-^-asoiis (or preparations so inade(|nale 
were, a^ wa-^ t«» he e\prcjej|, mainly pohlnal. 
d'he (loM'inmeiit which came into pf»wer in 
1 Unii was not a homogeneous political hod\', 
hid an uneasy lit toerlher»)f the W'hiy and I he 
Kadieal elements of the Liheial I'aity. 'J’lio 
i-^sue ot l‘'|•ee 'I’ratle and I h'ot ••ef ion had arrested 
the d<‘\ (‘lopment of Liheialism and had pro- 
dneed a political t hrow hack to mi<l- V'ietorian 
politii'.-. and (<» tin- old Ma nehe.'.t i-r school of 
non-inlerx enl ion in ^an■opean w ar s, and of 
reduet ion in our military and naxal armaments. 
Ibd the Whig element in the. Cahinet had no 
prejudice now, any more than in the past, 
against intirvention in khirope. It. was eon- 
viiieed, and rightly, that, under certain cireum- 
stiuices intervention wouhl he necessary in onr 
national ialerests, hut, ciaiseiou,', uf its lom- 
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MR. ASyUITH’S CAM. TO DUTY AT THK ('.UlI DIIAM., SRI'TEMBER, 5, 1<)U. 

The scene at the close of his speech. 


piirativi* woakiit'ss in tla^ ami also at 

t liat. timo in tiu' const it tu’iirios, wliioh had hern 
.swrpt hy a reaction against the Impt'iialisin 
of Mr. ( Miainhcrlain, it m'vcr reveaU'd the 
u hole nf its mind to tin* country, hnt on tlic 
contrary trieil to minimi/c its diiTcrcnces with 
the preponderating pjirtner in the W’hii;- 
Kadical coalition. 'The ])roposal to hold 
military conversations in view of the contin- 
gency of war was lirst madt’ hy the Kremdi 
just Ix'fore the (Jencral hdeclion of IDOti, and 
the only meinheis of the Oahinet wdio were 
pri\y le these conversations (besides the 
IViine Minister ami tlio Foreign St^crelary) 


were Lord ITaldane ami Mr. Asquith. The 
Cabinet as a whole jiMiiained in ignorance of 
them for four \ eais, and the House of Common^' 
lieard of them for the lirst time on August 11, 
1!M I. With all this artiticial ignorane(‘ of tht‘ 
real state of our military <)l)ligat ions, it was 
impossible that there should 1 m*. any rational 
pnbli<* di.M'Ussion of, how' they were to be met 
wla‘n the time cainc', or any real pit'paiation 
i>f the public mind for the <langers that lay 
ahead, ^riie Mdiig members of the ('abinet 
who began and maintained thi.s policy of 
secrecy toi>k a heavy responsibility upon 
theinsehos — a responsibility to which they 
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were not equal, and siiun^ tin* war T^ord Hal<lanr, 
Sir Edward (irey and Mr. Asquith have all 
suffered loss of reputation iu eoiisequeuee of 
this ambiguity of their |)osition. 'fhe ablest 
defence put forward of tluar ])oliey was that 
mad(‘ by Loi’d llaldaue. His \’iew was that 
at any rate u[) to 1012 or 101 tlu're was a 
ehanee of maintaining friendly rt'lations with 
(lermany, or at any rate of axoidifig war, and 
he maintained that ]uiblieity wt)nld liave 
wn-eeUed this eluniee and plavtMl into the hands 
of the war pai ty. lint it might ha\ e had the 
opposite effect of detiai'ing tlie (‘lUMuy from 
beginning war; for what (ha-ided the emany 
to strike was ins V)eli.‘f, first, tlial we should not 
come into the war; an<l secondly, that e\’cn if 
vv«' did, onr military pr(‘paiat ions w<‘re so back- 
ward tliat we cttnld not de\elop them in 
time to exercise any r(‘al effect on the war. 
'Pho first belief was (“ueonraged by tin* !tianilc'«t 
reluctance of the ( lo\ ernnaait t(> enlighten t!a^ 
p(‘opk‘ on the real drift of onr foitagn policy ; 
the si'cond, by thi* grossly inade(piat(* military 
pr(‘pa rat ions that we wcie makitig to play onr 
j)a,rt in a. grt'at w ar. 

ddtese politi(*al causes of onr niq>rcpa redness 
catinot be omitted from thesnr\ey la'cansethey 
had a. din'ct t'ffect on tnn* iqilitaiy preparations. 
It w’onld s('em almost a, commonplace that, if 
W'c wci'e to play a. w<>rth\' part in a war on tlu* 
oontiiKMit of Enro()(‘, W(‘ must onrs(‘l\cs, like 
onr (‘iiemies, enlist the whole manhood of the 
country, ddiat was the real moti\e <»f the 
agitation foi* nni\ <*rsal scr\ ice headed by 
J..ord Hoberfs, though (Wen he did not avow it 
so clearly as he might ha\'e done. Hut Lord 
Makhna*, being ost<*nsil)ly c(»mmitte<l to a. 
policy of fritmdship with (hainany, not only 
could not achnit the necessity of nni\«*rsal 
service but was driven to argue against it. 
\Vdiat ]>reparations, t hen, did he make against 
a danger which no one reali/.cd more clearly 
than lhins<*lf V In the lii-st |)lacc, he did a 
very valuable work of leoigatji/.at ion at the 
VV'ar Oflice. Tt was he wlio ga\-c us foi* the 
first time in onr liistory a real ( leneral Staff 
on the continental model. \\ h<*n everyl hinu ha^ 
Ihhmi said against the lliitish i-onduct of the 
war, it must lx* admitt»Ml that the War OtVu-c, 
on the wdiole, did its work more chiciently than 
any other Department of State ; and if the 
})est Ijrains of the Staff luul not been taken 
away at the outbreak of wai- to commaiaL in 
the field, this superiority would have l)een 
even more inanihst than it was In the .second 


place. Lord Haldane transformed the old 
\"olnnteer Loree intt> the 'l\'rritorial Force., It 
w’iis a great addition to onr unlit aiy stiH*ngth, 
but it was ha'^cil ou thi' fallacy that the war 
would stand ‘>till for six oi* moiH‘ months until 
the 'rerrilonals had cianpletiMl theii* training 
on embodiiiKait. >et. if tluMi' is oin> prineiph^ 
to which the cxait inent al systiau was nmre 
attached than another, it was precist‘ly this - 
that wars must hc^lHut. (Jermany belitwcxl in 
wai's that jiaid ; and wars undtM* a, systiMu of 
universal .scr\ ic«' that wi'U' t*) pay must lu> 
short. Waiting was what she could not afford ; 
and yet the British |»repai‘iit ions for war w'crt} 
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based on the theory that she would, or, at any 
rate, could, be kept waiting. In fact, she was 
kept waiting, but at a cost to the Allies in life 
and treasure vastly greatcn* than it need have 
been had our ])reparations been adequate. Tn 
his last disjmteh Field-Marshal Haig discusses 
the causes which led to the ruinous prolonga- 
tion of the war, and he gives a prominent plac(‘ 
to the fact tfiat “our armies were unable to 
intervene*, (‘itheu* at the outset of the war or 
until nearly two years had elapserl, in sulheient 
strength adetiuately to assist our Allies.” He 
coj;itinuc^s : - 

^ Th(5 enemy was able to gain a notable 
initial advantage by establishing himself in 
Belgium and Northtun France, and throughout 
tlu5 war was fre(^ to concentrate an undue pro- 
poj’tion of his effecitivt^s against France and 
Hussia.. 'Vhe (ixcessive burden thrown upon 
the gallant army of Kranci^ during this period 
(caused them heav'y loss(\s, the? eff<‘(;t of which 
has b<*en fc^lt all through th(‘ war, and diretilly 
inMuen(;ed its length. Just as at no (iiia^ w(*r(5 
wt* as an Fmpire abhi to put our own full 
stnaigth into the field, so at no tina? w(a*o the 
Alli<'s as a whole able comph'tely to dev<*lop 
and obtain (he full eriect from their greatly 
superior man pow<‘r. Wdiat might hav’e been 
the effect of British intervention on a larger 
scale in the earlier stagt's of th(* war is shown 
by what was a<dually achieved by our original 
Bxpefliti(»nary Force.” 

'Phroughout the whole of (his cha])ter w<^ 
:slnll (ionstaiitly be running against eon- 
lirinatiou and illustration of the.se words. 
And the main causes of this insuniei<*nt ])re- 
paration, whi<-h was responsible for the pro- 
longation of the war, was the ambiguity of our 
political position in the t'ight ycMirs that prt*- 
(M'ded (he war. And, it may be ad<led, the 
chief support of that ambiguity was the 
scHU’ecy maintaiin'd for two years from tin* 
outer (^ibinet/ and for nearly eight yt*ars from 
rarliament, and all th<^ time from the people. 

But what were the military calculations 
which induced Lord Haldane and his atlvi.sers 
to think that the pr<*parations that were ma<le 
might be adequate to the task ? "riie subject 
matter of the early military conv(*rsations with 
Franco is not likely to be revealed in detail, and 
for our knowledge of them we must u.se the 
reflecteil light of substHpient invents. One 
prime cause of error on our side was an ov’or- 
estimate of the strength and efTieieney of the 
French Army compared with the Oerman. The 


view was widely held amongst those who were 
studying Continental military developments 
that the Cerrnan Army was suffering from the 
effects of over- training, that it lacked origin- 
ality, and that in conflict with the French it 
might succumb as the post-Frederician army 
did to Napoleon. And, indeed, had the French 
Army been oi*ganizod on genuinely national 
ideas and given free play to the genius of the 
nation, it is po.ssible that thc.so calculations 
might have been justified early in the war, as 
they wei’c to some extent later. Unfortunately, 
the French, instead of developing what Jaures 
(no bad critic of military matters) called the 
national Fri'iich school of strategy and tactics, 
were cont(*nt to borrow (Jerman ideas. They 
ada[)t(‘d the (Jerman cult of tlu* initial offensive 
and in their strat(‘gical plans staked too much 
on the su<;ce.ss of an offensive^ in Lorraine, for 
which their resources and organization at the 
beginning of the war were wholly inadequate. 
But an even more po((*nt sourcjc of error was 
the British belief before* tlic^ war that w^e could 
engage' in continental war on what may be 
called the “ colonial ” scak*. and that wo could 
limit our liability to what our [)rofe.ssi()nal army 
(backed by reserv^es of Territorials) (*ould co [)0 
wdth. This idea gov(*rned the British ])repara- 
tions before the war, ])ersisted after th(' war, 
and le<l to the ])ostp«)nement of the conqmlsory 
service w'hich was rt'ally inexitable from the 
first if the war was to bo (*nded in a reasonable 
time. 

What th(* exact plan of operations was at the 
lM*ginning of tla* wai* has not been divulgc'd, but 
it may be prt*sumed to ha\'e b(*en on some such 
liiH's as tlM‘S(‘ : (1 ) The (k‘nnans were exp(‘Ct(‘d 
to in\a(k' Ih'lgium and to enter France by the 
valley of the Meu.se ; to this (ht* main reply 
was to be a French offt‘nsivc into Lorraine. 
(2) J’he French Army in the north was to con- 
tain tlie (Jermans until the effects of tla* otfen- 
sive in Lorraine had manifested themselves. 
(.‘1) 'Pho Belgians were to d(*lay the (lerman 
advaiure as long as po.ssible but tcj decline a 
general engagement, and to maintain their 
armies intact at Namur and in advance of 
Antwerp. (4) The British Army was to supj)ly 
the link btTween the Belgians based on Antwerp 
and the French in the Meuse Valley. Each 
section of this general plan miscarried. The 
(Jermans invading Belgium made a wider sweep 
to the west than was thought likely, and sever(*<l 
the link betw’cen the Belgian Army of the coast 
and the British. The French offensive into 
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I.<orraine was a disastroii.s failure ; and owin^ 
to this failure, and to the unexpectedly rapid 
fall of Namur, the French on the HclKian 
frontier had to retreat to the south and the 
British Army to retreat with it and become an 
army for the defence of Paris and its approaches, 
not, as had been planned, the link between the 
French and the Belgians and the centre of an 
Allied army operating from Fland<‘rs and 


thn‘atcning the Hank of the Uerrnan com- 
munii*atioiis. 

The part playc*cl by the British Army in 
th(\se early days was a very honourable one, 
but not so decisive as th(^ British people 
fondly imagined. Its solid contribution to 
the war was that it prevented the French l(?ft 
from being rolled up as it would otherwise 
certainly have been It did for the wiist end 
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RETURN OF THE FIRS I SEVEN DIVISIONS : THE CROWD AT CHARING CROSS 
WAITING TO WELCOME THE MEN OF MONS. 


of tlin FnMich fi'oiil uhat th<‘ French hefenee 
of th(‘ (hand (’ouroiine de Nancy di<l for tlu‘ 
<‘a.st<‘rn end. W hen i( is consiiU'n'd that its 
ft)tal strength did not cxc(mmI, if it rcaclu* I. 
(»(),()00 <'()inhatants, this was a veay notable 
acliicvtancnt , Still more* not able* was tlu* fact 
that it snrvi\'('d an attack and a retreat that 
WiMild ha\'(' dcstroyial any other army. 
I)(‘feated though it was, it was, for its si/.e, tho 
hc*s( , most highly diseipliia'd and, in some 
respects, t li(' mosi modern and adxanccd in its 
military ideas of all the armi(*s en^a^ed. 
Stretched over a \Nido front, thanks to tlu‘ 
l(*ssons leai'iH'd in the Doer War, it still main- 
t. lined its front on (he tirst day of the fightinj*:, 
an<l its fire tactics wei*(' snpta'ior tc» thost‘ of 
any of tlu* Allies or of the ('lU'iny. Oiir victorii's 
in the IVninsnla W'ar over tin* French Armies 
ar<' commonly said to have been due to the 
liri'-formation of two-deej), learned in the 
AmiMican Wai* of Independiaici*, and intro- 
duced into tiu' training of Ihitisli infantry by 
Sir .lohn Moore, Aizainst any hut overwhelm- 
ing odds, and nnder ?'(‘asonahle strati'gic con- 
ditions, it would hav' rept'att'd against the 
(Jermans, thanks to the same superiority of its 
tire-formation and musketry training, the 
vi(‘t«ui»'s oV(‘r th«' Fnaicli gained in tla* l\*nin- 
sula War. Again, had it grasped tlu' fact that 
in continental war tlu* machiiu'-gun was tlu* 
real repository of all the military virtues of tlie 
rifle as revcaU*d in the Boer W’ai-, its siipi'riority 


would ha\<* l)(‘en still more conspicuous. In 
‘B(‘lgium such an army, if n‘li<*ved of anxiety 
for tlu* saf(*ly of its flanks, could hav’e iu*u- 
ti*ali/.ed a ( Jerman Army fi vi* or (wa‘n t(‘n times 
its si/a*. 'The opt'uing of the war, though it 
was a tinu* of gi'eat ti’iai, c(‘rtairdy (*\hihit(*d tlic 
virtues of a long s(*i-vie(‘ army at tiu'ii* best, and 
contirnu'd tlu* 1‘higlish i(k‘as of tactics as un- 
mi^takadily as the fall of tlu* B(*lgijin strong 
])l{ic(*s confirnu'd tlu* contentions of (ht* Fnglish 
school of foi-titicaition r('pri‘seiit(‘d by writers 
like Lord Syd(*nlunn. Only in (h(‘ir artilleiy 
amd aiir st*ivi(*e aind in the (‘omhiiuition of both 
<lid the (J(*i*mans show any sujieiiority in mili- 
tary thinking. In eveiy thing ('Isi*, the chia'f 
fault of the English school of tactics wais that it 
liad not carried its conclusions sunici(*ntly far. 

It wais largely owing to the British Army 
and its powei* of rai])id recovi*ry that Marslial 
Joffre W'ais iible to bring aibout the fawourable 
sit Halt ion for his count(‘r-at taick on the Marne. 
Yet the Mai’iu* wais not mie of the great English 
batth's, and the pai t played by our army in it 
W’ti-; k*ss impoitaint thain seems to have lu'cn 
(‘xpa'cted. d'he Order of the Day issued by the 
British Oomiimnder-in-Chief >)(*foi-(i the Mairne 
avowaul our hopes (|uite clearly. In this Orilcr 
Sir dohn French, after explaining the move- 
ments of tha^ enemy, continuiul ; “ In this 

operation they are exposing their right flank 
and their line of communications to an attack 
by tlu* combined French (ith Army 
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Britisli forces. 1 call upon the Hritisli Army in 
Franco to slvny now to tin? cniMuy it s power ainl 
to ])ush on vijj;orously to the attack beside the 
French (ith Army." What actually followed 
hardly fullilled the hopes here expiwssed. 'Phe 
advance of the British Army was slow, al- 
though it w'as o])posed by cjicmy forces that 
hatl been greatly weakened by th<‘ withdrawal 
of units to meet the attack of the French tith 
Army, and there was no viay hard lighting. 

(lerman criticism of the British .Army in 
these opening days was very severe. “ If 
French and his subordinates had only shown a 
little spirit of enterprise, K luck's situatitni 
wo\ild have been vi*ry critical.’ And agiun ; 
“ Kluck and Biilow' had a very iMisy task with 
the Knglish. Keeping at a vei\\' respectful 
(Usianct? tin? Fnglish Arniy adxanced only to 
the banks of tin* (bainl Moiin, while Kluck’s 
corps were moving back over the Marne. On 
the ov(*ning of the 7th the distanc<' bctw(‘(‘n 
the Knglish troops and tin* (l(*i*man cavalrv 
w^as fully 20 kilometres." 'rin*.s<‘ enemy 
criticisms, as will In* s(*(‘n presi*ntly, w(*r(* not 
just. 

Xor do<*s tin* common Allied criticism of the 
batlh* that eitln*!* the Fi*('nch 01 h .Viinv 


attacked too soon or tin* Ib’itish .Army too late 
(piitt* hit tin* siniati«>n, for it would appear that 
(h*neral .lothe's idea was that tin* British Army 
should not attai’k until tin* Otli .\rmy had 
<*ross('d tin* Our<a|, and in fact it ditl not <*ross 
the ()urc(| until Srptember It), fom* days after 
the battle had lH'*n opened. 'Pin* slowness in 
tin* dt‘velopincnt of tin* Biitish a«lvance against 
the slight < lerman n|MM‘ati<m, how(‘vcr regret- 
table, was tlu'rch)ie in accordanci* with Marshal 
.Totfn* s gciu'ral inst laict ions. It is e(]ually 
clear that in attacking at dawn on the Oth, 
Mauin>ury with the (>1 h Army was following 
(lencral .lol‘tft‘'s Operation Or<lcrs. "Phe liki*- 
li<‘st explanation would se<‘ii\ to be that sug- 
g<‘stcd by Major \N’hilt()n in his study of the 
Marne Battle, that tin* toptigraphieal data on 
which JolTre'.s inst i nct ions w ere base<l w ere out. 
of tiale by the lime the battle was opciu'd. \’on 
Kliiek's tactics w a’c vovy masterly, but his was 
OIK* mind against two minds Mannonry's and 
French’s and lh(‘s<‘ working on instructions 
r(‘n<lered out of dati* by tin* i‘nemy's move- 
ments. Oin* subordinate commanil may know’ 
wln*n to disregard orders, hut m>t two com- 
mands imp(*i*f(*<*t ly coordinated one with I In' 
ot her. 


I 








RETURN OF THE FIRST SEVEN DIVISIONS. 

The men of Mens on their way to the Albert Hall, where they were entertained, December IS, 1917, 
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Tho plain fact is that, apart from faults that 
lay rather with tiie (teneralissiino and his staff, 
tho Allied attack suffered from tho defects 
inseparable from a military coalition before .it 
has be(}n hammered into unity. Sir John 
French was operating undtjr wholly different 
conditions from any wliich he had conceived 
as likely ; and, as was only to be expected 
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Commanded the 7th Division in 1914. 
under these conditions, he f(dt it his duty to 
follow instructions more clos(‘ly than lie would 
otherwise hav(^ done. He is c(*rtaiidy not 
lacking in init iativ(\ and under normal ci?‘cum- 
stances no om^ could be truste<l to know better 
when to disregard orders in order to attain 
the desired end. It is possible, too, that the 
Dritish Army, thougli it had recovered rajiidly 
from tile retreat, wa-i still somewhat shaken, 
ainl lack('d its normal stdf-contideiKM* ; and 
for that the battle of be (\it('au on the thinf 
day of the retreat from Mons was chiefly 
responsible. It need not, and should not, have 
been fought, for after the decision to evacuate 
the Mons position tla^ one essential was to 
withdraw tla^ army intact until tin* op})ortunity 
presented itself of reiu'wing the fighting \iii(h*r 
mom favourable conditions. In atbaiipting 
to stand at Le (/ateau, (teneral Smith- Dorrien 
was not only acting against the orders of Sir 
John French, but impairing the offensive power 


of tho anny for tho decisive action that was to 
come later. If, therefore, the British Anny 
did not take a decisive part in tho battle of 
the Marne, some part of the blame must be 
shared by General Smith-Dorrien for fighting 
at Lo Cat-eau instead of retreating as Sir 
Douglas Haig so snccessfully did on the other 
flank. Another criticism of the British Army 
on the Marne that would appciur to be justified 
is that tho cavalry played a smaller part than 
f)ne would have expected in a battle fought in 
comparatively open country still untrenched. 

The Aisne battle, admirably fought by the 
British Army, was really tho first battle of tlie 
tnaich war, and it might have been better if 
this battle, too, had never been fouglit, for 
its chief ]3(jsitiv"e result was to show that the 
Allied Armies, and^ especially tho British, 
which was so much tlie smaller and tlicrefore 
for tho tim(3 being the more precious to us, 
would only bo wasted in attacks on entrenched 
positions. Sir John French realized that, and 
his natural instinct was for an o])en war of 
mauueuvre. The German syst<‘m of tieiicli<*s 
was at ])rosont only local ; not only did tlu y 
not extend to the sea, but in Belgium the 
Belgian Army was still in being. After the 
failure to accomplish on th<^ Marne all that 
had been hoped for frtam the attack on tho 
German flank, the natural sequel would liavo 
be(‘u to attcm]3t a similar movement farther 
hack on the German flaid< where the circum- 
stances might- be expended to bo more favour- 
able. Sir John French had other reasons, too, 
f(3r wanting to t-ransfiM’ his army into Flandeis. 
lb' would there be in a position of greater 
independence and free to develop his military 
ideas. Further, there was a ohanco by this 
means of reviudiug to tho original plan of 
eamp^lign under wliich the British Army was 
to serve as th(‘- link l^etweon the French and 
the Belgians, and to develop an attack on th<' 
communications of the invading army. And 
la-itly. only so was there any chance of saving 
the Belgian coast from German occupation 
an 1 of taking advantage of the obvious V^lunder 
of th«* enemy in not occupying the iVIgian and 
FiMMicli coast s before. Sir Jtihn Frencli foresaw 
that the enemy would attempt to rectify this 
mistake, and he w*as anxious to forestall him. 

Such wore the simple military motives which 
led to the transference of the British Army 
from the Aisne to Flanders and to the first 
battle of Ypres —the most momentous in the 
whole of the war until the renewal of the 
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THE DEFENCE OF LOUVAIN. 

Belgian Infantry awaiting the approach of the enemy. 


(loniian oft'ensive on the \vcs((Mn front in tin* 
of M’hev \V(‘rc, in n scnfotjco, nn 

iiffcMiipt- (.o oxploit flin (J(‘nnan defoat (»n flu* 
Mnnio by i-o-^t-orin^ tin* luins oT tin* original 
pliifi of <»p(*!*.it ions which, as ah(*a<ly explained, 
hiid btM*n laid down in tin* military eon\a*rsa- 
tions btitween ICiigl.md and France t haf lanl 
iKvgiin in Unfoi't iinatcly, tiu* delay 

caused by th(* batth* of tlie Aisne had injiii*(*<l 
th<^ (diarnavs of success, and already I he ( h*rman.s 
wtMX' making pj'e|)a rat ions foi* occupying Ant- 
werp and the l^elgian coast. d’h(Mf< was ia> 
Lime' to be lost if the ]h*lgian .Vrmy was to be 
preserved and coiitact established between it 
a-nrl the Ibitish Army in Flarnh'i’s. A scrat< Ii 
aiiny was dung into .Antw-ap t<» assist in the 
defence, and at tin* same time (h'ueral llawlin- 
Hon with tlu* 7th nisdsion was hmded on tlte coast 
of Helgium to h<*lp fill up the gap betwe»*n tin' 
army of Antwta p and tlu' Ib itish Arniy under 
Sir Douglas ffaig advancing fowai’ds ^"pres. 

ddu' (ierma»\s, too, wt'n* hurried in tlu*ir 
preparations. 'I'heir trt)ops were Imdly traine<|, 
and »it no tinu' in the war wa-; their tactical 
l\andling so bad as in thest* eaily t^perations 
in Flanders -in the “ Hattie* of t^alais," as tin* 
(^lornuins called th<*m. 'Ehe first battle of Ypres 


was the la>t and g?'eatt*sl of the vieftnies won 
by th«‘ ‘‘Old ( ’ontempt ibles," and it w’as a 
victory for the* rifle, and lik(* all I'ifle \'i(;tori<’:s 
was v(*ry costly in life to the df*feat(*d. 
Artillery N’ictmies bieak <lown the of an 

enemy, but 1 h(‘i*e is no destruction of an ai'iny 
so <leadly as that dof»c by w (‘ll-dij‘ected rifk; 
fire. In otiicr arms the (Jermans wei-c t h(*n 
our superiors, but. tlu* lifle won against them 
all and against o\'(*rw helming numei i<*al 
odds. Hut. the strategic rt*sults of the first 
c.nnpaign in hdanders wen* riot w haf either side 
had hoped for. 'Ehe ({ermans failed to gain 
possession of the Narrows and we n'taihed 
poss<*ssion o.f tlu* slant est s(*a-rout(* betw<*en 
Knglaiul and l'’raiK*(*. On tlu* other hand our 
t'xpedition to Antwerp j)aid the penalty for 
the insuf1ieiei\t training and i*quipnu*nt of the 
tiM>ops engaged, atal ( Jen(‘ral Kaw linson’s 
army which was intendetl to till up tlu* gap 
between Sir Douglas Haig’s army and tIu' 
Hv*lgians at Antwerp had to be content with 
eo\<*ring the retr<*at of the I'cmmmts of the 
Jb*lgian Aiiny t(^ the Vser. d’he whole of the 
Helgian coast to a point between Ostend and 
Xieuport was lost. We establLslied a con- 
tinuous Allied line running from the Aisne to 
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the coast but, on the other Imnd, to 

gain a position on the flank of the enemy in 
Belgium and menacing his eommunieations. 
The man in the sti*oet saw very clearly that 
in winning some such flanking position as tliis 
lay our best chance of d(‘feating the enemy soon 
in the west, and that- is wliy the h'gend of the 
Hussian Army passing tlirough England on the 
way to B('lgium gaint'd such amazingly wide 
aee('j3tanee. 'I’hese »nyt Ideal B-^assians were a 
path(‘tii* po})ular substitution for an army t»f 
our own, wliieli miglit hav(‘ exist (‘d if we ha<l 
made proper pr(‘pa rat ions in ])eact‘ time, but 
in fact <lid not. At no time in the war ili<l 
liritish interi'sts suffer so luueh from mir 
army's lack of numlKM*s as in the months b<‘- 
tween tile battle: of tla* Marne and the »anl of 
11M4. A w ell-e(juippt‘d army of 2dd,0()d intai 
latah'(l on th(‘ coast of Ih'lgiurn at this tina‘ 
would ha\'e bi'ought tlu' end of th(‘ war within 
sight. 'Tile enemy ktu'W th.it s\ich an army 
did not and could not exist, but lor all that 
the bart‘ thought of it se('ms to )ia\<* troubled 
his dr(*ams. At the beginning of tlie dis- 
gi‘ae(‘ful sack of Louvain t lane w(‘re (l(>rman 
soldiers l•unning panie-st !‘iek(‘n through I la* 
strtMds ei’ving, ‘‘ Die kaighualer komnu'n." 


d hese rumours wt‘re phantom fears, but it 
must be rennanbeied that at this time the 
(k'rman hold Ih'lgiimi was exe«HMlingly 

inseeure. and the danger may have seemed 
real enough. 

At till* eial of IDl t, it. was «)bvious that the 
whole ])lan »)f campaign with which the war 
had begun was in ruins and past restoiation. 
'Phe trench war hail begun t»> be .systemat i/tal, 
anil victory was only to b»‘ had in it by the 
expenditure of t't'fort whieii hitheito had been 
undreamt ol. I'p to now we bail disguised in 
various wa\s from our-^elves the fact that if 
we wiM-e tt> take pMil in a continental war W'e 
should ha\e to. ado|)t continental methods, 
raise men by compulsion, and gi\(‘ the whole 
energy and resoure<‘s of t la‘ natiim to t he 
prosecution of the war, W’e had exaggerati'd 
the military strength of khanei^ and Ku.ssia ; 
but the hope based on tbosi* false estimates had 
disappeared with t hi* failure of the Breneh 
offensive into Lorraine and with 'rannenberg. 
'riien we had hop(‘d ti> gain such a. strorig 
strat(‘gie position on the (lerman flank in 
Belgium that we could make a small army 
(cooperating with the Belgians do the work of 
an army manv time.s its size; and that hojav 
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too, with the fall of Antwerp and 

tho battle of YpiCM. Further, the (lerman 
trencdi sysMan was obviously of eiionnous 
strength, and it now extended from the sea to 
thf^ A)[js, anrl di<l not admit of beifi^; turned 
from the laud. Hy the’* eii<l of I til 4, what Sir 
Douglas Hai^ ealls in his last dispateh the 
“ [preliminary staji^t' ” of the vN'estern campaign 
was now over. In this sta[^(^ tlio “ op[)osin[^ 
forees seek to deploy and mauoaivre for position, 
endeavouring^ whih^ doin^ so to j^ain some early 
ad\'a-nta^<* which might be [pushed liome to 
<[uick <leeision.'’ in this [)i*eliminary slag<‘ 
neither side won ; tht' n^sull was a strategi<* 
deadlock on the w<st<‘rn front, to «‘ndure until 
means were found for Ipieaking through the 
liru^s of continuous fort ilical ion which now 
ext(m<le<l from the North Sea. to Swit /.talaiid. 

1\vo alternatives now began to [present 
themselv'cs v>ilh unmistakenble cl<*arness. I)i<l 
we wish Up maintain t h(‘ old idcji with which 
KVi‘> startl'd the war, of waging it with a com- 
[»a.nit iv’cly small army as our a?ic<*stors had 
fought with Na|poleon ? In tluit case it was 
obvioue. that- t hiae was no ho[>e for us in France 
and nelginm d’he only possible war ini the 


familiar old “ colonial model would be com- 
bined militpiry and naval operations which 
should avoid the frontal attacks on the German 
Hanks in France and Helgiimi and find a 
“way round ” either by an experlition to the 
Ih-ussian coast in the Baltic or by the capture 
of ( ‘onstantinonle. Did we, on the other hand, 
insist (Pii defi'ating the Giarnans ipii ground ipf 
their own choipsing and fortifying in Fninoo 
and Belgium ? Tn that ease, having gone to 
the cipiitinent we must do as tho continoTit did. 
We must tmii oursidv^es into pi continentpil 
militpuy [power, ml(P])t com[)ulsion, and apply 
not only our whole fighting materipd but our 
whole indust riid resources to t hi' prosecution 
of the war. 4'hese {dterpipdiv es were never 
cli‘arly faced, and the refusal to picl whole- 
hcputcdly on one oi- otlpei* of them led to miK*h 
wpiste of life, energy and time, bet us expimiric 
the pdterripitivi^s n little mori* closi'ly. 

Of the two wpiys I'oiind. that by the Baltic 
laid the su[)poil of Loid Fislier, then First Sea 
Lord. H(“ [Piopo.si'd to enter* the Ihdtie. drive 
the (.lerman fleet off the .sejis and, landing an 
ex[)edil ioiuiry forci' of Lrilish and Kus-iians, 
to force tho (.k'rmans to fight on a ni'w northern 
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TKHNCH WARFARE ; ROlJTIN(; 
front, thus hiiiigin^ about the wit h(lra\v,U of 
the (Jonnafi troops tluai attacking l\)lan<l, ami 
also reducing tlu‘ strcaigth of the (Jrrrnan in 
fading ivriuii's in occupation of I'hanci'. 'The 
gcMieral strategic id<‘as w(‘rc simpl(‘, l)ut its 
execution ])resentc‘d great dilliculties, mainly 
of a naval (a<l(‘r. Mor('over, it was ohj(‘efed 
that if w<‘ could laud on the north c'Uast of 
(Jennany we could huid on the coast of Ih'lgium, 
and t bus in efft‘(*t t urn t Ik* s(*a end of t he ( terman 
lines in Flandei-s. The |)lan was ace(»rdiiigly 
drop|)ed. 

For llie oilier plan, of attacking Fonstanti- 
nopk*, t hei*e was much to he said. Not only, 
if it weie successful, W'tMlld it rut off the v\ln»le 
of Asiatic 'I’urkc’V fi'om supp«)rt, render it an 
easy pn‘y to our attacks, and remove* tlu* pres- 
sim? on Fgypt ; hut it would lally the* whole* 
of Sout h- Kast<‘rii kairope* le) e)m* siele*, and l)\ 
bringing our si*a pe)we*r te) the h(‘lp e»f Itu.^sia 
enabk* her to re*elouble* h(*r e-tfeats again*>t 
Austria and force (l<*rinany to elraw men e»ff 
from France* to prote*ct. he'i* thre‘>ite*ne'el se)uthi*rn 
front. The attractions e)f this ielea were \e*rv 
gremt, and oncre^ (!oneei\'e*e| it ee)ulel not Ik* le*ff 
alone*. I^ut it was taken up in a half-he*arte*e| 
way, which not e)rdy gave* no help, but. leKl te» 
our we^rst single* failure in the* wheele* war. 

'Fhc o{)pe>sition to the I>aielan(*lle*s e*nte*rprise- 
aro.so out of twej cau.se*s. Lord Kitche*ne*r fe*lt 
uncejrtain of our ability to hole! f)ur pe)siti<jns 


!'>///< htl Unhsli I 1,111 

(JERMANS bROM UIKTOUTS. 
in FIande‘rs and he* was iimst re*hie*lant lei spare* 
tre)e)ps fea* an e‘nt e iprise* whie*h, he)\\e*\e*r attiac- 
ti\'e*, might e*\pe>.se^ us te> the* risk e»f le»sin^ the* 
.Narre)ws. Furt he*r, t he* ai iny in Frane*e*, whie*h 
e*e>ule| tine! se) mu(‘h Use* fe»r me«n, }^rue|ge*(l t h(*m 
te) eMi(eM*urise*s which, though 1 he*y might be* 
at t r)ie*t i\ e‘, we're* ne»t in it .'N e)pinie)ii re‘le'\ anl 
ti) the* e*hie*f busine*ss in hemel, .\nel thus l)e*gan 
the* rivalry belwee'n the* Fast e‘i-ne*rs and the* 
\\'e*'^te•I•neI•s, w hie h in e)iie* feei rn e)r* anothe*i* 
pe*|*siste'e| eleew'll te» the* last- ye*ai* e)f the* wai*. 
Iheeaelly spe*aking, we* may say that, the* e*asle‘iri 
sclioe)! r*epre*se*nt e*e I what, may he* e*alle'e| the* 

e'eilonial " tr-aelitieen in onr military ide*as 
the* ti*adi(ie)n, first se»liehliejel by the* e*Mci* Fitl, 
w'hi<*h insiste*e| that the pri)pe*r sphe re* fea* eeiir* 
.u riiy was iir enl e i pi ise*s eef limite el military 
liability base*el erii the* pe)sse*ssie)n eef nasal pe)we*r‘. 
I’he- w'e*ste*rri se*lie)e)l r(*pre*se*nte*e| the* ne*w e'em- 
tirie*ntai ie|e*a. I»e*1w4'e*n the'^.e* twee se*he)e)ls 
Mr*. ,\sepiit h's ( Je)\'e*rnme'nl hcsitatcel. st rae|e||e*d, 
anel finally fe*!!. 

'rile* rivalry be*twe*e*n the* two scherols might, 
hf)we‘ve*r-, ha\ e* be‘e*n ae| juste*il e*Hrlie*r t hail it. v\ns. 
fe)!* the*re* was eaa* obvieais way in wliie-h the y 
e*e)ulel be* ri*concile*d. 'riie* |a*e*pa I'at ie>n erf the* 
ai'iny in b’rarice* for it s gre*at ta-sk of forcing t he* 
e*ne*mv’s cut re*ne*he*d peisitions was, e‘le*arly, 
ejne*. that wmiiel take* a le)n«g time* ' W hy, the*n, 
shemlel the* pe*rie)e| of waiting ne)t be* fil|e*el with 
a caiiiDaign against, the^ 'Purk, wIk) was le*ss 
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LILI.E AT THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE WAR. 


well orgaiii/. 0 (l foi* war and lii'ld a kay-])osition 
in Ok' (^iHuny’s .syst(*ni of dofonce af^ainsl. 
wliioli our sea j)ow(‘r could 1 m* employed with 
advaiita^i* ? A formal campaign against 
the lu’art <if the Ottoman Kmpir** postulated 
that we could sustain a defensive policy in 
Kraiice and Jh*lgium for a couple of years until 
we were* ready to take the offensive in thi^ west. 
lA*t it he ^i*a.nt(’d that victory in the west was 
only to )m‘ attained hy tla^ offt*nsivo. We 
cliMirly wei’c not in a position to maintain an 
offensive both on the eastt*rn and the western 
fronts, hut. had to eh«)osc bctw(*en one and the 
otlaa*. W’as not our best, policy to lie low on 
the west until we had brought our army from 
an insular to a contiiu'utal standard alike in 
numlu'rs and <*(piipment, and to concent late 
\\hat<*\er ottensive owPv^y we had to spare 
against d’urk(*y, or ratlu‘r (for this was what 
an offensive against Constantinople really 
nu'ant ) against Austria, the \\i*aker inenilx'r 
of tin* hostile alliance, aiul in sup])ort of Hussia 
which was sufh'iing through not enjoying, as 
Kranct' did, tiu' assistance of our sea power? 
I'^’om that. j)oint of vii'W there was no real 
o])position between the Kastern and Western 
strategy exct'pt in tiine.s. I^eth schools might 
b(^ right, but t*ach in its own time the eastern 
strategy earlier because in 'rurkey defeat of 


the enemy was well within our compass; the 
west(*rn poli(*y ]at<*r, when we liarl bi'ought 
oui’ numb(‘rs up to tin? continental standard. 
Why was this obvious comj)i*omise misst'd ? 
The answer is that fht* army in France did nut 
rcali/.c that t he war at tin* end of 1914 ha/I en- 
tered on an cut iri'ly new phase, and that victory 
was only to be; had by our rev ising all our mili- 
tary id('as and embarking on a contiiH*ntal 
system of wai'farti with all that that implitHl, 
but thouglit that it was still possible to bn'ak 
through the enemy’s lines in France without, 
conscription of man-power and of industrial 
jM)wer. For this blunder the ])olitieians who 
were reluctont to acknowledge the breakdown 
of the calculations with which tlu^y had begun 
the war were mainly i’<*sponsible. But military 
miscalculations alst) contributed to it. 

Sir dohn f’rench Ixdieved in Ihld that it was 
still possible to break through tht* enemy’s 
lines ))y mameuvre. d’hc key of the wlmle 
eiu'iny position in Fhmders was still, to his mind, 
Idlle, and the key of Lille was the crossing of 
the Lys at Menin. lie liad b»*en bitti*rly <lis- 
ap[X)inted that (lencral Hawlinson and the 7th 
Division had not occupied Alenin during tin* 
retreat from the Belgian coast to Vpres.and he 
still thought that a eomparat ively small advance 
on our part might put ns in a position fnan 
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which wo migJit recover th<‘ possivssiori of tlic 
Belginii coast and outflank the tMieiuy’a lines 
of commuiiical ion. Hcnc(‘ the othaisives of 
191 a and the battles of Xeuve (Mmpelle aial 
JjOos. Both battles had tlu* same objt'ct, 
though they sought to attain it in diffenait 
ways. Neuve Chajii'lle, had it dex elopod as was 
intended, would liave turned the Oeriujui posi- 
tions at Lille from thi> Aiibei’s Ridge on them^rth 
side; l^oos would have turned them from the 
south side. Xt'ither battle attained its object. 
Both unden'st imat<'d th«* ])ower of r<*sistanee 
of a heavily entrenched jM>sition V)acked by well 
ilisposed reser\-es of troops, and the ability 
of well*j)laeed machine-gun emplaccinents to 
hold uj) n.n attack made ovaai in overwhelming 
numbers until t lie counter-attack could (h*v<‘lop. 
and (what was still mor<‘ important ) lioth undta - 
t‘stimate(l the tiin(‘ that was reqnirtvl to make 
a. modern army, and forgot that it was (‘asiei* 
to develop the muscle than tln^ brain-powta* of 
an army. Our ai'iny at this time was lik^* a man 
with a sound (‘onstitution who liad iixed a 
sedentary life and wislit'd for good reasons 
to g(*t rapidly into training so us to nu‘et and 
defeat the local l)ruiser. Such a. man finds it 
an easy matter to add to his l)ic<‘ps and to in- 
crease the pound-pi*(*ssure per scpiare inch tliat 


lie can put int«> a bh»w. Ihit tluM’e is all the 
ditfei*eii<*<‘ between the physical prodiuds of 
such <‘t»n<‘»‘nl rat ed tiaining and of natural 
gnnvth. Nuch a man is likely to de\a'lop 
a. weak heart, bccaii>e his j*irculat<wv '■'ysl4*m 
does not keep pact* with his muscular <le\'elop- 
nuMit as is the ease when growth is natural and 
not toi'Cf'd. So It \\a> with the ih'itish Ainiy 
in Dl.'). 1 1 w’ris ^r,n\\ iug in size tlu* whole time ; 

but its staff organizatiou was still faulty ainl 
it was not abN* to make the best use of its new 
physical strength. Neu\e Chapelle made a 
great iu>ise at tlu* time, but it was, judged by 
later statidanis, \ ery litth* more than an 
<‘xaggerated raid, a short -winded affair \\ hicli 
brok(‘ <lown early from sheer ine\p<M*ienc 4 * 
(HI the part ot the (Icneral Staff in the art of 
exploiting an initial succ»*ss. Loos was a much 
more ambitious «*l‘fort, and had the energy of 
the Scottish 'Tcirit oiia I regiments against 
Mill (>(t been pi*operl_\’ suppintt'd it inigbt have 
yiehh'd \ eiy nnpintant strategic results. Rut. 
the Rritisb .\rmv at this time had neither llie 
matei’ial nor the int(‘llect ual eipiipnu'ut to 
sustain a siu*e(*.ssf ul offeiisixe against ( lerman 
ent renche<l posit ions w hieh e\ (‘l y day saw made 
stronger. 'The tactics of both offensives would 
ha\e been suited to the pieliimuarv sttiges of 
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tlie war in whicli defensive positions were fluid, 
or to a period in whieh the enemy had used up 
all his reserves, but that stage had now been 
passed and been succeeded by n war of fortified 
positions with elaborately organized reserves 
to stop any local l^reach. The characteristics 
of this second stage are w’ell described by Sir 
Douglas llaig in his last dispatch. After 
describing how the preliminary stage came to 
an end with the creation of a continuous trench 
system from tlie Swiss frontier to the sea, he 
continues : “ Battle having been joined, there 
Jfollows the period of real struggle in which the 
main armies of the t wo belligerents aix^ [)itted 
against each other in close and costly combat. 
Each commander sc^eks tf) wtuir down the ])ower 
of rosistaruie f)f his oj)[)onent, and to pin him 
to his position, while presf*rving or accumulat- 
ing in his own hands a powerful re.scrve force 
with which he <*Hn inameuvre, and when 
signs of the enemy becoming morally and 
physically w<Mikened are observed deliver 
the decisive blow.” There w'cre no such 
signs as yet. Ilow came Sir John French 
to think that h(^ saw th(‘m, and even to 
encourag<^ hopes, which undoubtedly influenced 
the PriiiK^ .Minister, that the enemy's lines 
might b(^ broken and the war over luJoro the 
(‘ud of UllT) ? 

Sir .lohn French was not alone in this error, 


for the French were attacking all through the 
year, and though the scale of their attacks 
round Arras and in Champagne wai greater 
than ours thcii success was not, proportion- 
ately to their losses, any greater. The truth 
woukl seem to be that the French were im- 
patient — naturally impatient — seeing that it 
was their land that was invaded — and wished 
to hurry the ejection of the enemy. This im- 
l)aticnce also infected our own loaders, the 
more so as there was a tendency amongst the 
French to ri^proach us with excessive delibera- 
tion. ” Tlu^y make war as men who do not 
know what it is to have the c*ricmy in their 
own country,” was the burden of many French 
comments on our efforts at this time. But the 
main reason for the hurry in advance of our 
real ea[)ucity was that neitlier statesmen nor 
sohliers in Englaml fpiite understood all that 
was im[)lied l)y the task of making ourselves a 
continental military powcu’. It meant some- 
thing more evtm than enlisting the whole adult 
manhood of the country. It meant the com- 
plete disappc'aranee of tli(^ old distinction 
bc'tween civilian and soldier, and the conversion 
of the whole industrial rc^sources of the country 
to military uses. After the failure of tlu^ 
attack on the Aubers Ridge an agitation was 
raised against the (Government for its negl(‘(*t 
to provide our army with high-explosive shells ; 
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l)tit tlic! [)rovision of shells, though of the utmost 
importaiieo, was only part of tin' prohliMu, 
Nothing loss was ivcpiired than tlu^ eom]>l(‘t«' 
mohilizat ion of the industiy of ()i(‘ country for 
the purpose of the wai', and this was t h(< ol)j(*et 
that was sought to he attained hy the ereation 
of the Munitions Ministry under iNFr. Lloyd 
George. The formula now adopted for vi<dory 
was that we should “ blast, our way through " 
the enemy’s lines. It was not until the follow- 
ing year that a[)proximate ecpiality over the 
enemy in weight of artillery was establishe(|, 
and, though there was no om* militaiy p«e* 
seription that^ eould ensure vu'<'tory, it was use*- 
less our taekling the problem of breaking tla? 
enemy’s lines with the marked inferiority in 
artillery u?ider which our tirmy laboured 
during 1915. The Germans used to maintain 
that it took a general ion to en^ate a n'al ( Jema-al 
vStafT, but though we did it in less than that 
time the brain of the army eould not 1 m^ 
forced in its dev'elopment beyond a certain 
pace. On the other hand, the mechanical sid(^ 
of military efiieiency was mainly a question 
of machinery, and in 1915, largely as a result 


of the agitation of th(‘ spring, the, (conditions 
were esta.blish('(l niaUa* which superiority 
eould bf^ look(‘d forward to as likely in 
t he flit uri*. 

Apai't from th(‘ munitions agitation a.nd the 
<d’f(‘Tisiv(‘s of XiMive Ghapelle and Loos -both 
premat ur(' and in some' resp«*ets mismanaged - 
this se(!oiid year of the war was notable for the 
pr(‘liminary suimm'ss gaiin'd by th(5 (‘nemy’s use 
of ga.s against the \'pres salient, for the crushing 
def(*ats suffei“('(| by the Kiissians in (.’aiieia, for 
the (jomplete bi’eakdown of our military and 
difilomatie ))oliey in thc! t]ast, and for the; 
ret ireiiieiit of Sir .lohn Krcaieh from the position 
of Gommandei’-in-( 'hi(‘f in favmir of Sir Douglas 
Ilaig, who held it until the end of the war. Our 
reverses in Sout h-eastej*n lOurope and the 
defeats of the Russians went far to justify tin? 
contention of the Kasternias that for the pre- 
sent, until we eould (*stablish a rtial superiority 
ov(*r the enemy in France, our best polif^y was 
to coneiaitrabi our (Tforts in Kastern Kuropi;, 
and there are very few ])eopI(^ now who would 
maintain that Neuvo (diapelle and Loos wore 
any (iornpensation for th(* defcuits suffered by 
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our arrns in Gallipoli — defeats that might very 
easily have been victories if our army in France 
had been content to postpone its offensive 
until there was a reasonable prospect of success, 
and which would have assisted tlio Russians far 
more than anything tliat we were able at this 
time to do in France. Sir Jolm French matle 
way for Sir Douglas Haig not so much on 
account of faults in leadei’ship -T-iOos was 
in many respects one of the worst of our 
battles in its Staff work though one of the 
finest in the conduct of the rank and file —as 
because he failed to see that the war had 
entered on a ne^w stage, that the days of victory 
by manceuvre were past, and that victory in 
the West was only to be had by entirely new 
methods, by the patient accumulation of 
an army comparable in numbers and in 
mechanical equipment to those of the enemy, 
and by improvement in the Staff work. The 
methods of colonial war were now an anaclu'on- 
ism. We had to hcH'omo a great military 
power in th(i continental sense or lose (he war. 
A great victory in the Kast an^l the opening 
of the Dardanelles might conceivably have 
saved us from this necessity by enabling Russia 
to arm her millions anfl make more effectual 
use of their undoiiht(‘d zcmiI and devotion. Hut 
after the evacuation of Gallipoli and the over- 
running of Serbia, conscription alik(^ of human 
and industrial energy beeamo eknirly inevitable. 

With the accession of Sir Douglas Haig to 
the command our niilitary activities in the 
Wc^st took a new direction. After lielping to 
save Paris and to d(;feat the GeiMiian ambition 
of ovorwhehning the French fi<dd armies by a 
supor-Sedan, Sir John Frencli liad dev(ited Tuost 
of liis energy to Flanders. He recognized 
that Lille was the I«»y of (he (h*rinnn liold on 
Hclgian Flanders and tla^ coast, and he (Iioiiglit 
that by sudden conctail ration at on<‘ he 

might gain positions from whieli he could 
manceuvre the cniemy out of his defences and 
so gain the covtde^d position on his flunk. 
Tho-ic efforts failed, as did the FrcMieh attacks 
in Champagne. The new policy was quite 
different. Instead of attacking separately and 
independtaitly, the French and Hritish Annies 
wore to attack side by sid<% and the ct*ntr(_* of 
the new attack was to be made at the pr>int of 
juncture between the two annit's on the Somnu*. 
It was further decided that this attack should 
not be delivered until the lu^w I British Armi(\s 
Imd reached their full strength, no matter Jiow 
great the temptation might be tf) njove before. 


Knough losses had been incurred alriuidy by 
premature attack ; this time we should wait 
till we wtu'c ready. This resolve was, rightly, 
steadily adliercd to in s}>i(e of the desperate 
character of the GcM'inan attack.s at Verdun 
anrl the ^darIning progr<*ss tliat they made, 
liut the attack oiict^ begun was to he eontiuued 
remorselessly in the hope tliat tla^ cumulative 
losses of the iMiemy woiiM i'xhaiist his emlu- 
raiiee an<l give us tlie chaiuM' of I'ffet'ting a real 
rupture in his lines. Sti’ategic* mameuvre, it 
was recogniz(‘tl, was out of the tpiestitai, but 
great reliance was placcti on the ({unlity of the 
new army, whic*h was c‘oni[H)s(>d of th<‘ flower 
of the country's young nuitihood. IMoreover, 
our early dcfieiciicit's in artilh'ry hail been 
made good, and on the front chosen for attack 
W(^ were perliaps tlie ciiiMuy's siipi'rior in the 
weiglit of metal. Our air servi<*e, too, had 
been impiovcd, and wlieii the attack was 
openeil — in July, 101(5 and until (he end of 
the year it v>'as mnc*b better Hiaii the enemy's. 
Th(^ measures of I'ornpulsioii were about to 
take effiH't, and the second of t hose measures, 
extending compulsion to marreal men, was 
passed in May, and came into^ operation on 
June 24. We had ceased to fight the war with 
our professional military arm only, and w(u*o 
at last working with both hands for vii'iory. 

The Somme battle was the giu^tost effort 
that our* army had ev<u‘ maile in its history, 
and the longest, continued offensive that any 
army had ever attempt ed e\ en in this war. 
Tlie flrst German offensive in France had 
exhausted itsidf in three months, and though 
the (lerman atta.c*ks on Russia lasted longer 
tliey were spi-ead over a. mueli wider area and 
eneountere.d iiotliing like tlie same resistance. 
Moreover, I hi*re the uiirfare v\as open. This 
Somme battle lasted almost cent imioiisl y, 
exce|>t for a break at the end of »fuly, for seven 
months, and it was confined within an area of 
not more than 20 miles s(|iiare. As a sheer 
display of elemental energy it bad never been 
equalled in liislory, and it would, one is jirond 
to think, liave been possible for no army in thi^ 
world }>ut ours. in the main objiu!t for 

wliiidi it was fought the battle was a failure. 
We did not break tin* German liiicis, and ne\ lu* 
looked like bri'uking them ; and exeejit on the 
Anere in the closing stages of the battle there 
was at no time any eviilence of demorali- 
zation in the enemy. His losses were heavy, 
but oui-s were in all j>robability heavier ; anil 
though a considerabJe amount of ground was 
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f^aiiiod in tho battle it was not ground that 
jeopardized the enemy’s system of defence ; 
indeed, lie was a})le at the enri of the battle to 
present us with a great deal more ground by 
his so-call<Ml “ voluntary ” retreat in the spring 
of liU 7, and to lK>ast t hat liis new positions were 
strongta* t-han tlie ol<l. That was not a volun- 
tary retr4*at, but a reduetant admission rjf his 
h(*avy lessees. None t he l('(ss, even the payna'iit 
of his “ c|ef(‘rr<‘d divi<lend,” as it was 4*a!led, 
on the Siunmti battl<‘ <lid not makt* it anything 
but an indecisive^ victory. If this was the way 
of victory, it- was far more C4jstly than anyone 
lui I expisdetl. Nor Wi*re the r4‘sults of tht^ 
Somme batth^ sur\’(\y4Ml with any nior<' satis- 
faction when it was r(*nH‘inh<‘i'<‘d what this 
comparat i v<*ly small progrt^ss in tin* western 
t]i(‘a.tn‘ had ccist in otlaa* |»arts of tiu" world. 
In the autumn of 1 1)1 ti Kuinania <‘nt cred t fie vv’ar 
Wius loft without eilV'ctual support botfi by 
llussia and by t he Allied Armi'‘s at Salonika, and 
was in eonsef juenc*' ov’<*rrun by t la* (lei inans. 
Jn 11)15 tla^ attacks on the w«*st<*rn front had 
given thi' small and iinimpoi'tant su<*(*('ss<*s of 
Neuv'o (diap(‘lk^ ami I^oos ; wliile on tla^ <l<'bit 
side tiu'ri' vveri^ th<* d(‘f(*atsof Kussiain (lalieia, 
th<^ <lisasl<‘r of t-h<* (Jallijioli Expedition, ami 
tlio ruin of Sia liia. fn 11)10, tfa* West had inori* 
to show, and tiu*- Soinim*. when all is sai<l, was 
tla^ first liatllc in Kranct* in wliich this country 
PuIUmI its own w<‘iglit. Jhit the growing 
vvea.km*ss of Itussia amt tlu* downfall of Itu- 
mania \v«*r<» formidalile olTsc'ts to our successes 
on tlie Somna*. Mow far p«*opIe w<*r<* from 
being satisfiiMl was shown by tin* fa<‘t. that 
ISIr. Asquith liad to I'i'sign after tlu? collapse 
of Rumania ; and in spitt* of thc^ suce<'ss in 
theStamne battle — pt*rhaps in conse<pu*nce of 
the cost -people b(*gan to say that we had 
s(*t oursi*l\'<*s an impossible task in trying to 
tiefeat t h(' em*my on groumi of his ow n eho4»sing. 
The lOastein school distimtly gaim*d ground 
in the course of t la> yt‘ar, and tin* new Mrema*!* 
wjvs helitweil by immy to bi'long to it. At any 
iat<* he was known to In* more tlian sct'ptical 
about our tactics in Eranct*, and to take' the 
liveliest inter<*st in tla* })roji‘cts so often mo<ited 
of (inding a. “way round “ througli an attai*k 
on Austria by way of Italy or from tla^ dire<*tion 
Salonika. Also, he fully realized the im- 
port am*4* 4.»f 'Purkey in the tJerman military 
sidieme. 

On the other hand there were others who 
insisted that tlu»re was nothing wrong with 
our policy of attacking in France but onlv 


with its nmthods, that we could not expect to 
.solve at a first attempt a problcTu which baftled 
tho French, with their longer military ex- 
perience, no less than ourselves, anti the (Jer- 
mafis no less than the Frc^nch, and that tlie 
only thing for us to <lo was to make good our 
losses, to {>ile up our munitions, and to improv'o 
our Tiicthods of attack. Tlu? tlefccts in our 
plan of attack on tho Somme vv'ero indeed 
obv'ious. In the first- [)lace, the ])lan of attack 
was on much too narrovv' a front. 8ir l.)ouglas 
liaig had planned a )>attle on a much wider 
fi‘ont, and the attack on July I had included 
a gi‘(*at sector north of tlu? Ancrt?. Ke ha<i, 
howev«?r, b(?(?n >>adly defeated h<*i‘e on tlu? 
op<*ning day of the attac*k, and he nev'(‘r i‘e- 
lu'vved his <?tforts tlu*r<?. d'he narrow’iiess <»f 
the battlefield, so i-estricti**!, left no room for 
mano*,tivre on a large scale, and though our 
minor taetk's w'<'ri? often extrenu*ly ingenious, 
it wa,s inev ita})le that attacks d<*livei<‘d within 
such a naii’ow (*()nipass s)u)uld become frontal 
and our losses wer*<? proportit)nately lu»av^y. 
Moreover, tlu*r(* was \ (‘ry little room for sur- 
pris(\ Maig might attack with Jiis left or 
his right, but as the distance lH‘tvv<?en them 
was m)t moi’c than 20 inilc"^. the chances of 
taking tlu* (?m‘niy unavNares v\'<*re propoi'tion- 
af<*ly small, d’lu? Somm<* was in fact a soldii*rs’ 
batth*, ami, it slumld lx* a?lded, a nu*chaiii<*ians’ 
battle, for* it was in this fighting that the 
“tanks" were* lirst «*mpl(?\'<‘<l. No battle 
show(‘d up tlu* <piality of tlu* troops i*mploye<i 
in so fa voiu’ahl?* a light as this s<‘v«*n months’ 
st luggk? on tlu* Soimiu*. 

'Tlu? downfall of Rumania was the real, if 
not tlu? ?)sten<ible, eaiis(* of Mr. As(piith's 
resignat.ion, and it might have bei*n t*xpi*eted 
that ^l!\ Lloyd ( Jemge, hav ing come into po\v<*r 
through tlu* failure of tlu* \N'eslt?rn front to 
pmv'ide any adequate ef>mpt»nsation for onr 
losses cm the 4*ast, w»)nld ha\'<* h<*gun l>y cori*<*ct- 
ing tlu* l)ias of our strut (*gy. For it was no 
secret that ]Mt. Lloyd CJeorgewas an T'uist4*rner 
of sorts, tliat lu* was ap[)alled at. tlu? losses 
aJreacly sutfcr(*d in tlie att(*mpt to break 
through the (h‘T-man lines in Franc<», and the 
still licavit*r losses that wen? in prospect if 
thcs<* attempts wen? continued, and that ho 
W'ould have preferred to tht*se frontal attacks 
on the enemy's strong pliiccs a “ way round.’’ 
Hut circumstanc«*s were too strong for him. 
With the evacuation of (iallipoH, the ruin of 
Serbia, ami the ov’er-running of Rumania, the 
bust chances of reaching decisive n'sults in 
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tlio Kasti luul ilisappoarod. Only Italy anti 
Salonika remainod, and in both plaaos ihort^ 
wt^ro ^I’t'at- difTionltit's in tlit? way of a saiioiis 
oxpodition that woultl inthuMico tlio courso of 
the war. 

'Po wait until Huinania had boon ovta*- 
wholint'd anti thon bfj^in to attack Bulgaria 
from Salonika wt)uld havo ])ccn a military 
perversity thnicult to explain, even if the 
shortage of shi])])ing had nt)t ])ut seritais ob- 
stacles in the way of fresli t>verseas expeditit>ns. 
TMio Italian plan had gi-eat atti'actions for tht< 
ntnv'^ PremitM*, anti he is believ^t'd at out' t imt' tt» 
iiave snggestetl that ( haieral Xiv^elle, tlie new 
French (\>mmander-in-( 'hitd, sht)iiltl assume 
command of all the Allied forces in France. 
In tliat case it is probable that the com- 
mand of any Anglo-French expetlitit)n from 
Italy into Austria would have been given 
to Sir Douglas Haig. ^Ir. Lloyd George 
was in very close sympathy with tlie French 
school of strategy. He was afraiil that 
the Germans might attack Italy in strength 
at the beginning of 1917 (as they in fact did 
at the end of 1917), and he coquetted with the 
idea of anticipating sxich an offensive by a bold 


movemei\t along Napoleon's route* to Vienna 
across the Garnic Alps and through Laibach, 
None of those projects, however, could be 
carrieil against the determined opposition of 
his military advisers in Kngland, arid th(?ir 
chief interest is as a <*omm(^ntary and explana- 
tion of tlu^ undoubted fact that the new 
Govta*nment in Kngland was in vc‘ry imperfect 
sympathy with the British military plans on 
the western front in 1917. What Mr Lloyrl 
George dicl do, however, was to push forvyard 
our attacks on the Asiatic front. Baghdad 
fell in the autumn of 1017, and .hsriisalem 
would have fallen at the same time if Sir 
Archibald Murray had insisted on the reinforce- 
ments that were required for successful opera- 
tions in Judea. These eastern campaigns, 
however, lie outside the survey of this chapter. 

The grounds of Sir Douglas Haig's confident 
expectations of su<‘eess in 1917 do not seem to 
have been very clearly defined. Undoubtedly, 
liowever, the success of the tanks in the Somme 
battle contributed to his hopes. In his last 
dispatch Sir Douglas Haig rather minimizes 
the importance of tanks and other mechanical 
contrivances. The belligerent, he writes, pos- 
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sensing a propondoranco of such inochaiiical 
eontrivanres has found hitusolf in a \’ory 
favourable position as compared with his less 
wcll-providcfl t)ppoiicnt, and he acknowledges 
tlie. army’s d(*Tjt to science and to the dis- 
tinguished scientih'c men who placed their 
Icuuriing and their skill at the disposal of thi'ir 
country. “Hut,” he* continu(‘s, “ innnensi* as 
tile influence of mechanical devic(\s may be, 
th(^y cannot by themselves decid(‘ a (*ampaign. 
Th(»ir tria^ role is that of assisting the infantry- 
man, which tlu^y hav<‘ done in a-most admirable 
manner. They cannot replace liim. Only by 
the rifle and bayonet of the infantryman can 
the decisive \ictory b<^ won.” 'I’hat is the 
considered oiiinion of Sir Douglas iTaig aft<‘r 
the lighting had ceased, yet there is no doubt 
that the invention of the tanks must, an<l 
quite rightly, have be4‘n one of the principal 
causes of his confidence at th(‘ beginning of 
1917. He had, moreover, great ho[K‘s of the 
effect of a simultaneous offensive on all the 
fronts by all the Allies. If Russia, Italy, 
France and England all attacked at once, he 
was convinced — and sucli success as he had 


had on the Soinm*' (•onfirnuMl him the (lennan 
liiH's must l)ri‘ak somewheie. He had dis- 
cussed the plans for 1917 with (hauaal Koeh, 
and the agreement renchod was that, the Anglo- 
Fnaudi Armies sliouid cM)ntimH* their attacks 
on the Somiia^ until a rupture was i‘ffe<‘t(‘d, 
nffca* which Sir Douglas Haig was to he fr<M* to 
umlertake aii nffensivi^ in Klandei*s, an ciitei*' 
pris<* w hich h<‘, lik(‘ Sir dolm Kreia h before him, 
regarded as thi‘ natural role of the Hritish Xriiiy, 
ami the one ( hat. promis<‘d t he most, far-rt aching 
rc'sults. His miml, it- will be noti(*ed, was 
always liarking hack to the original plan of an 
olTensixt in Helginm wdjieh would pul him on 
t he (hu tnan lines of coinmunieat ion. 

It is impossible not to iidnii/i* tiie tremendoiiK 
resolution siiowii hy Sir Douglas Haig in con- 
tinuing th<» offensive in Kranee after th(i hard 
six months' fighting on the Somme, or to with- 
hold synqiathy with him in lh(? hittcu* disap- 
jiointrnent^ ef 1917. Rarely luis a gtaieral luul 
such hart I luck. To begin with, Heneral Joffro 
was renio\(?d from (he active eonimanfl of the 
French Army and replaced by Cjerunal Xivcile, 
who flid not share his views. Nivelie was 
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against thi* coiitinuiuicv of an offonsivt^ on 
SoiniiK', ospi'rially aftai* tlio retrc'nt of tlu‘ 
cMUMiiy to i)w I f iii<i<‘iibur^ linc^ in tJie <‘arly 
spring of 1917. fit' tlioiiglit liis l)c\s<. chaiUM' of 
♦^ffoeting tla* niptur*' lay in tlu‘ hills l)ehincl th<‘ 
Aisnt^ and along llio (du‘inin <h\s Dainos. 'fho 
hingo of tho whoh^ Gorman position in Franco 
was tho mass of Jiills Ix'twot'ii Laon and Ea 
Fen*, with thoii* gr«*at natural glacis of tho St. 
Gohain I^^'orost, and la^ ho])<*d, by i*stablish- 
ing himself on tla^ Chomin <les l)inn<*s and 
attacjking from there, if) rc*aoh a position whi<*li 
W'onM take this pivot of the German line from 
tho roar. Nivollt^ was ari ingen itnis st»ldi<*r, 
and his (*aloulat ions w<*i-o very carefully 
arranged, but thc^ substitution of this nc‘w 
plan for the* edd oiic^ arran^c*d with jotfre? was 
exceedingly inoonveni<*nt to Sir Douglas Haig. 
It mc*atit that the* Ihitish had to take* ov«»r ]>art 
of the line's south of the* Sommer hitherto hc*ld 
by the* Freiioh. ddiat was not all. It, nu*ant 
furthc'r tho ]>ostpoiu‘nuait. of the' ottonsivo in 
Flandt'rs on which Sir Douglas Haig liad set 
his mind, d'ht* Ibitish attack on tlio \’imy 
Kidgc', which was one of thos most brilliant in 
the' whole war, was made* on April 9, ami tho 
FreiU'h atta<*k on the* Aism* be*gan a w*e'e*k latea*. 
'The Fre*noh atteu’k was too costly to be* per- 
sisted in, nor was it any part of Sir Douglas 
Haig's inte*ntion, after capturing the Hidge*, to 
pre'ss Ills ad\ance' in that i*cgion of the* Arras 
se'ctor. His idea had be*e'n, after capturing flu* 


Kidge\ to be*gin his Flanders (*ainpaign wit h an 
assault- on Are‘ssine*s Ridge*, anel aft e'l'wards to 
work leiwa-rds the* He*lgian CViast from A’pros. 
Hut the* bre*akd<.)wn of tlio Frencli attacks 
e*oni])(*lle*d Sir Douglas Haig to pe*rsist in t}i<3 
assaults e‘ast of \’imy in ordea* to gi\-e assist- 
a-nco to tho Kr(*nch. The* re'sult was some^ of 
the^ me.>st te.a‘riblc‘ fighting ejf tlu* wai- and tlio 
least conclusive*. “ 1 did not e*onside‘r," Sir 
Douglas Haig w iitc's, tliat any gre*at straft*gi- 
<*al results w’(*re* like*ly to be* gaineel by follow’- 
ing up on the* front ed)out Arras and to the^ 
south of it." Ve*t he* was compe'lle'd to ])e_*rsist 
against- liis be*tte*r judgment by t lu^ e\-orits on 
the* Glu*miu ele^s Da-me's, That was met the eml 
of t he*i mis(*hie*f. Messinos Kidgo w^as captured 
ejri June* 9 by the* most- gigantic^ and suce*e^ssful 
milling opci-ation ove*r recorde*el in history, but 
it- was not possible tt) begin the* attack e*ast I'ef 
Vpres until July !H. Hy that time, the good 
we'athc'r of the* ye*eir hael all beeai use*d up. Sir 
Douglas Haig’s misfortunes did not end even 
here. Russia, who was to have* delivered 
simulta-noous offc'iisive's against .Vustria, made 
pe*eice' instead. Nor did Italy corner up to 
oxpee'tat iems. Worse still, < Ie*ne*ral Nivedle, 
W'ho be'lierve*d in the* ottVnsive* on the^ we'st , 
w’as suee*ee*ile*d, in ('onseqiienco of tho failure 
on iho. ('hemin ek^s Danu‘s, by (_h.»neral Pe>tain, 
who did not. It w^as ne.)t that Fe^'tain believed 
that the* jiroble'm of bre*aking the (Je^rman lino 
on tho west was insoluble. The time would 
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come, especially when Airu'ricn cut cit'd the war, 
when an attack could bo dt'li\<'?t*d with better 
pros[)eets of success. Ho could st't' lU) l•t'ason 
for liopin^ that wiiat had failed iii 11)15 and 
1910, when the French Army was mueli stronger 
and fresher, wouM ha\ e any Ix'tter ehanei' now, 
and his policy was to fall back on a strateujieal 
d‘'fonsiv<i until such tinu* as tht'it^ was a 
[)ros|)t'c^ of real siipt'iiority oxer the ♦'iiciny. 
Frances’s losses liad bt'cn fiiglitful, aiul, how- 
ever keen the offensixe spirit of lu'i* st>ldi<‘rs 
might be, thcri^ is a limit to poxxers of ♦‘rnlur- 
anco beyond which it is unwist* to burtk'n 
the most xxdlling horst'. "rims, just at tie* 
moment xxdien the Jhitish Army xx'as reat'hing 
its full strength, and coo})erat ion xxith tht' 
Frencli xvould havn given tlu' bt?st rt*suhs, that. 
(x)operation becamt' impossiblt* bt'caiisc of 
the groxx ing exhaustion of the Frc'iich Army. 
"Fhat was a dirt'ct constMjUencM', as Sir Douglas 
Haig has pointed out, of our original un])re- 
paredness. \\ hile w<* xxere xxt'ak, the t'luany 
xx’as frt'c t o concent ratt* his efforts against 
Fran<*<* ami llussia, and " tlu* t'xt'cssixe burd<*n 
tliioxxn upon t he gallant army of France «luring 
this ])(*riod caust'd tlu'in loss<*s the ellect <>1 
xvhich has been ft'lt all t hi'ough the xvar and 
dirt'Ctly iiiHut'iiced its k'ngth.” At the same 
time Hussia dropped out of the xxar. 'rims no 
soom*!- ha<l we beconu* lit to take om* position 
in coi\t iiien t a I kind wartar<* side bx’ side with 
om* Allies, than oui* Alli<*s, exhaust<‘d by their 
losst's dming tlu* ])t‘riod of xvaiting, be<ium‘ 
incapabk' of effectixa* coop»'r‘atioii xxith us. 

What xxa>* Sir Douglas Haig to do in these 
cireumstances '! W as lie to abamlon liis hopes 
f<n* live y<*ar and wait foi’ the next year in the 
hope that sjimething bettiM' would turn up 
then ? W as lie to admit that lie had been 
xxu’oiig - through no fault of hi'^ own -in his 
expectations, and lhaf peiJiajis they xx'erc 
right XX ho had urgtMl that for the piescnt at 
any rate the Fast pre-^^'nte(l the best prospects 
of a successful otfensix(‘, and that the xxe.-,tern 
offensixe xxas an asset that c.mid not be reali'/e<l 
yc't ? Or xxas he, on the contrary, to pri»seeute 
his oxxii plans despite tlu* fact that the French 
i-oukl rendfu* liim no assistance m offence that 
counted for very much, and <lespite the tact 
that Kussia had seceded from the xxai* . It 
xxas a dithcult choice, but Sir Douglas Haig 
made the decision that xvas to be »*xpe*ted 
of liim, namely, to go on xxdtli liis projec-ti'd 
cainpiiign in Flanders, ex't'ii though all the 
French xx<*re able to do was to send a small 


<*onf ingeiit to support him. "I’hat xxiis tlu* 
origin of tin* campaign east of Vpies xxliich 
began on duly 51, I \) I 7. 

"Jdius the campaign of 1917, fiMin xxhii'h so 
much had hciai Imped. r('sn|x'«‘d itself into Ihrei^ 
si'xa'i'al and di''eonnert e< I parts, d’he tirst xxas 
the ea|)t.iir<‘ ot the \ mix' Kidge ami tlu* opera- 
tions t(» the e.isi of it. d’lie result of t hest* xxas 
to bring us into t oiieli xx it h tlu* 1 1 indenhni'g line, 
tir r.ither xxith the switeh line running fi*oni 
J )ro<*t)iirt to (,)ii('*ant . 

'riu*y xxtMt' impiHtant op<‘rations, all attended 
xxith »‘xeeetlinglx' hard tight ing, hut, as Sir 
Douglas Haig feaied, thex’ eariied xxith tlu*m 
no strategie n'waids, hot im*reiy hronght us 
lip on till' north to the Hindenhiirg lim* xxhieh 
xve Jiad reached on t he soiit h. "Tlu* s«*eond eam- 
paign xvas the i*apturt* of the M«*ssines Riilge, 
which again earric'd xvith it no strategie eonsi'- 
cpienees. 'The tliiid xvas tlu* Hat lie of I *ass<-lu*n- 
daele llidge, east of ^'pres, perhaps tlu* hardest 
tight ing in t lu xvhole w ai*, and again, as ii turned 
out, mirexxarded hy deeisixi* r’esiills. W lien I 
read of t he eond i I ions i im ler w hieh they I oiigl it , 
sai<l the rrinu* Minisl<*i’ of this ojieration, 1 
marxel that the delicate and seiisilixi* instru- 
ment, of tlu* human nerx’e and the human miml 
<*an endure tlu*m xx it luait derangement. 'I’he 
eampaigns of Stomwxall .laekson till ns xx’ith 
arhiiiration and wonder, as we iM*ad how that 
man of iron led his troops llif'ough flu* miri* 
ami swamps of N'irgmia ; lait. his troi»ps xvere 
jiex’er called upon t<> lixe tor ilaxs and nights 
in morasses iind(*i* eea-'cless t hum l<*rl xilt s ii'om 
a, poxx'i'iful art iliei'X', aiu I then march int e battle 
through an engnlling ipiagmin* under a hail- 
sl.orni of machine-gun lire. ’ 

llmnan lieings ought iiol to have been put 
through such an fudeal, ami a poliex’ that 
plaeoil such a ti’ighttul strain <ai tlu* quality 
the ti'DOp.- eamiof h.ixe liecii tlu* right om*. 
It could <»nlx' he iustitii'd, if at all, hx’ sikmi's-. 
.\ml yet the military motixes of Sir Douglas 
Haig are not only int ell igi I )!»•, hut .-.ueh as 
haxe ex'ei X' right to our .-.x'lupatJiy. It has 
alreailx' been poiutecl out how eoMstantlx" lioth 
Sir Dougla.'- Haig ami Sir John Fr«*neh haiked 
hack to that (Migiiail plan with xxhieh the first. 
I'Npcflitiemary Force s. t oiJ ; it wa.s a magnet 
that was always deflecting judgment. It. ban 
he«*n flirt hei* that it xva-^ not the tault 

of the Hritisii Airny that this Flanders offensive 
was delayed to so late in the year, or that tlu? 
\veatlu*r in the lati* summer and autumn of 
1917 xvas almost the worst recoiiled. 'I'lu* 
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GRNEKAI. p6taIN. 

Chief of the French General Staff, May, 1917. 


watiM* is iK?V(n* far below th(» surface of llio 
soil in Flan(lei*s, and the bomba n In ion t of 
the whole comilryside had made craters which 
joined the waters of the subsoil with the rains 
from th(' skies. Yet a furtlier reason why 
Sir Douglas Haig clung with such obstinacy to 
this perhaps the costliest (in proportion to the 
results' set of operations in the whole war was 
that he understood it as the most promising 
measure of relief from tht perils of the German 
submarine campaign, then almost at its worst. 


Tt was thought that if we could only get 
command of the lielgian coast not only should 
wo win great military advantage, such as we 
had coveted from the very })eginning of the war, 
but wo should make easier the task of the 
navy in coping with tho German submarines 
which made use of the Belgian ports The 
real answer to the German use of these ports 
for their submarines was from the sea, as 
Sir Roger Keyes showed later ; but it was not 
for a soldier to suggest plans of action at sea 
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which did not occur even to naval m'^n until 
comparatively late in the war. Moreover, 
desperate as the whole enterprise seems to us 
now, in the light of what is known about the 
state of the groiin<i, it may well have seemed 
feasible at the time. The fighting on tho 
Somme began only a month earlier than tho 
attacks oast of Ypros and they were inter- 
rupted by an interval of nearly six weeks 
between the end of July and tho resumption 
of the operations in September. Yet they 
gave us in the end a gain of territory nearly 
30 miles across. A very much smaller 
gain would have given us everything tliat wo 
wanted in Belgium. Seen from Ypres, tho 
Passchendaele- Ridge of wliicli we heard so 
much is no more than a slight undulation of 
tho ground ; yet under normal conditions of 
weather it would have enabled us to make the 
coast plain untenable by the enemy. Even as 
it was, tho progress of our advance and tho 
furious determination with which it was 
pressed caused tho (Hermans grave anxiety. 
In the middle of the attacks, von Kiihlmann 
w^is at pains publicly to renounce (tor man 
political ambitions in Belgium, and politicians 
do not talk in that strain in Germany except 
after consultation with th(» soldi(‘rs and in 
onli^r to prepare the way for a military retreat 
which has begun to appear likely. As an 
English writer put it at the tim'\ the speccdie.s 
in tho Reichstag were only thi? shadows on 
the blinds that (jonci?alod the deliberations of 
tho General Staff. Nothing but tlu’> most 
unetpiivocal succes.s could have justified tlic?so 
operations. They were clearly wrong. Yet 
th«y wore intelligible, not a iiu^re exhibition 
of obstinacy as some critics hav<* apparently 
thought. And th('.y were tlefeated not .so 
mu(*h by tho enemy as by the weathr'r. 

In his last dispatch Sir Douglas Haig makes 
a very elaborate defence of thestj o[)<n-ations. 
Ho (uimiiares tho jieriod of tnaich warfare 
which sot in after thf3 first Battle of Ypres in 
1914 to the opening phases of a battk»in wliich 
cither side is seeking for the enemy's weak 
spot, and at tho same time accumulating reserves 
to strike there as soon as he shows sign.s of 
yielding. In this stage of tho struggle, tho 
losses, he points out, will necessarily be h(?avy 
on both sides ; and if the forces are approxi- 
mately equal there is no way of avoiding them. 
“ In former battles,” he continues, “ this stage 
of the conflict has rarely lasted more than a 
few day.s, and has often been completed in a 


few hours. When armies of millions are 
engaged, with the resources of Europe behind 
them, it will inevitably bo long. It will include 
violent crises of fighting which, when viewed 
separately ami apart from their general per- 
spective, will ap]>oar individually as great 
indecisive battles. 'I’o this stage belong tho 
great engageauMits of 191 (> and 1917, which 
wore clown the strengthen* the German Armies.” 
But is it quite clear that the process of attrition 
was so much in our favour ? Already, by the 
middle of 1917, Russia had been attritod out 
of the war, and Kraiu^e f.o a (;ondif>ion in whicdi 
she was compelled to discontimit^ her offensive 
and occjimmize her man-power. Our own army, 
which began serious fighting mntdi latter, was 
ablci frejin tlu^ middle of 1910 to kc^ep on attack- 
ing almost without intermi.ssion to the taid of 
thc3 fc.>llowing year, but at tho beginning of 1918 
our strength had, in con.sec(uencts bcuni dangin*- 
c:)usly reiluccnl by thc^ ht^ivy casualties of the 
pr<3vious IS months, aiid whcai t-hes Gcu’iuan 
offcaisivas began tlu3 Alliens on the western front 
were at a disadvantage^ in effend-ivt^ strength 
compaj’CMl with the taicany. What won the 
victory, one would have thought, was not 
attrition (which ind(»ed at one time' in 1918 
looked as though it might Jose ns tlic' war), 
hub t.hc' breakdown of Austria (whicdi so far 
ns it wemt was rathc*r an a-rgumc'nt against 
the western stratc'gy of 1915 dfl) ; the' lu'avy 
lossc'.s imnirred by t hci (iiu'iiiy, not in our offcaisivc' 
of those ycairs, but. in thedr own oiTcmsivcj of 
1918 ; the I'ricMny's cronvdetion, made' cuu’tain 
by tho evidence that vVmc'ric.a- meant to put hca* 
whole resources of man-powc'r at our disposal, 
that lie ccjuld not win ; the brilliant l(*ading 
of the All icid Arrnic'.s in 1918; t he' unity of <*oni- 
mand, aiifl lastly fhe' ste'ady pre^ssnre' of our 
s<3a poweu*. All these causeM would liave^ worked 
ove^ri if th (3 S'imt no eind t lii' 1 *asschenda<^leH)at.t.l«'.s 
had never be'c^n fought.. One of tlieun — the 
downfall of Austria -would have^ worke'd sooner 
if Wi» harl tiiirisfeirre'el se>me^ of t he} eaieagy speait 
on the' haftle'.s e>f 1915 nml 191 (i tn assisting 
Russia, or, later, I t aly against Aust ria ; and hael 
wo give'U more me'u to the Eastc'in campaigns 
Russia might ru'vcr liavM' falleai out, nor Hiil- 
garia havf' come' in against u.s. Both the'se? 
grave happenings, by adding to the enemy's 
strength, men*e than wiped out any j)roblem- 
atical ael vantage' tliat we might have gained 
by tho prex'e.ssc'.s of attrition eju tho west. 

A further argument fe)r tlio pe'rsistenco in 
the attacks during 1915, 1910, and 1917, was 
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that a purely (lefonsive policy may be a« costly 
ill m(?n as one of vigorous oh’ence. 8ir Douglas 
IFaig urges that a defensive role lowers the 
moral of t h<‘ troofis, that it involves tlie loss of 
the initiative, th(M(d^y (>nabling the enemy to 
choose his own [>oint of attack, that vn'ctory 
can only be won by tlie offensiv'e, never by 
passivs^ <Icf(*nce, and that our geogi*aphic‘jd 
position in Kranci^ was unfavourable to a 
defensiv'c policy, bi*ca.us(* w<‘ had been driv'cn 
so far back that wc^ crould not afford to give 
any mor(5 grounrl. Further, it is not true (he 
ai'giu^s) without (jualifieation that attack is 
m(»r<? iMistly than the defence. "" Fnsucc'cssf ul 
attack is generally more exptaisivc^ than the 
defiaice, parti<ailaily if the attack is pr<‘sscd 
homi^ with c<iura.g(‘ and resolution. On the 
other hand, attack so press(‘i| hom(\ if skilfully 
conduct(Ml is rarely unsuccessful, when^as, in its 
later stagt^s C!sp(M*ially, unsuciH'ssful defence is 
far more costly t Imn attack.” ddie whole of 
t-his argument is diriaded against the conh'ntion 
that until the Allii's had obtained t-h(* recpiisiti* 
su]jremacy on t he w<\st they would luiv(' dom* 
bett<‘r to remain on the defensive there, and 
giv'e their aggiMvssivai (auu'gies to oth(*r tht'atres 
t>f war wheri^ the <*onditions w(‘r<* more eipial, 
an<l wh(a*e more' immediat<* and la^ttiM* results 
could b(‘ obtained than on tla^ west. Idiat 
the last, word must hi* spoken on the west was 
neviM* in any doubt, nor yet that a purely 
dcfensiv(^ polii-y couhl m»t by itself gi\i* us the 
desired victory. Hut that a strategical defen 
siv'c policy NN as impossible uiaU i- the circum- 
stances, and was nt) mort* i*conomical of men, 
stM*ms to be disproved by tin* poli<*y of Hetain 
aftia- the failui'c of Ni^'<‘lle <ai tin* .\ism‘. If a 
st l at ('gical <lefcnsi\'t» used ii]) as many iiuai as 
the attack then' wouM seem to lu* no reason 
why till' h^rench should not ha\c gone on 
attacking throughout the summer of HUT. 
Sir I )ouglas Haig cst imat i*s t ht' Hi'it isli casualties 
fi-om the beginning of the Somme battle to the 
conclusion of the armistice as 2,140,(M)t>. (Fp 
to the Somme battle our casualties had been 
about -lotbOUt).) ddie (Jerman casualties in- 
llicted liy Hritish tnH)])s in the same pci-iod 
(July, HM ti NoN cmln'r. 1 ‘J 1 S) aie est imat I'd at 
I wo and a half millions. 'This pi'riia I includes the 
(Icrman deluuJi' which ended t he w ai", in w hii*h 
their casualtii's were I'xcept ionally heavy — 
probably hea\ier than ours in the fi\e months 
fighting from March to .luly, HHS. It would 
seem to folNiw that the margin of attrition 
in .. our fa\ e>ur Liming the campaigns from 


1915 to 1917, must have been exceedingly 
small, if it existed at all. For it is clear that 
the French lo.sses in attrition were very much 
heavier than the (lormans. Sir Douglas ITaig 
e.stimates them at four million.s, and this number 
added to our own is v ery little sliort of the total 
(lerman casualties in the whole war. When it 
is remembered that (Germany had very heavy 
lighting in Poland, and from time to time con- 
tributed strong contingents to the war in 
Turkey, Serbia and Italy, the conclusion sfjems 
irresistible that the process of attrition w^as not 
in the Allieil favour, but against us. 

In the third wei'k of Xovember, 1917, there 
was fought at Fambrai a battle wliicli was in 
some ways tlii' most interL‘sting of thi^ whole 
series of Sir Douglas Haig's liattles. Fambrai 
was an afterthought and formed no ]iart of 
his plans for the year. The Hattie of Fasschen- 
daelt' had ended with tlii* disappointment of our 
iiopes in spiti' of v^ery heavy expenditure of life 
and suffering. It st'cmcd as though the I'am- 
paign Juid finislu'd for the yi'ar. The Hritish 
troops were exhausted and needed rest, and 
their resi'rves had bec'n usetl uf) in the fighting 
cast of \"[)res and of Arras. A for*mal offi'iisive 
thei'cfore was ipiili* out of the cpiestion. Fndi'p 
thesi* ciri'umstances. the attack at Fambrai, 
which began on Xov'emlx'!* 29, was admittedly 
in tlie naturi* of an c.xperimi'nt, for even if it 
mc't with till' suc(*ess that \'/as hoped for*, thei’i^ 
was no jiossibility of following it up in the ex- 
hausted state' of the Hritish Army. 'Thi' plans 
of ({cncial Hyng, whose sector faceil tin* (Jer- 
man lint's at Fambrai, wtai.' bohl and original, 
and wcie bast'd on a boh't'f that tln' tiffL'iisive 
capacities of t ht' tanks laul not \'t*t. bt*t‘u fully 
t'x pitiitt't I. Fnlikt' Fiandei*s, which was water- 
loggi'tl anti imfa\'t)urable to the mov'cmt'nt of 
heavy tanks, which I'ast of ^"pres wt'it' usually 
^'»w allowt't I up in muti lit'fore they coultl it'ach 
tht'ir objei'tive, the I'taintry nt'ar Fambrai was 
rolling downland, di‘y atitl still hartl. Havrin- 
court AVootl; just bt'hinti t ht' Hi'itish line, is 
t'ight miles from Fambiai, anti bctwei'ii them the 
Scheltit Fanal runs in a ilet'p cutting tiblitpiely 
aci-oss the inter\t*ning grtaind. Overlooking the 
canal from the wt*st is Flt‘stpiieit*s Hitlge, run- 
ning north anti south, anti at tht' extreme end 
of it, on the north sidt' of the Hapaume Hoatl, 
is Hinrlon Wooil, the mt^st ctaispicuous obji'ct 
in till 'antlscapi*. (Jenei-al Hyng's plan was to 
collect great numbers of tanks untlta* cov’i'i* of 
the Havrincourt Wood and to launch tlu'in 
uiw'xpectedly on the enemy. ITe had reason 
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to think that the eneniy’s linr.s t>])posite him 
were weakly held, owing to tlie lieavy transfers 
of troops to meet our at t neks < ast of Vpn^s. and 
excellently as the Cerinnns wi'n* s(uve<l by their 
system of railways, it would be two days Ind'ort' 
they eoultl ])ring up ninforeena'iit s. (baierat 
Byng, tlien>fore, Jiad lioptvs of capturing 
( ambrai, or tailing that, of obtaining a position 
on the Bourkai Ki<lg<‘ wlii(*b wiaild take the 
Hiiulenburg liia.' betwiMai ^beuxiws and tlu* 
Scarpe in reverse'. “ My intt-ntions," writes 
Sir Douglas Haig, ‘'as i‘egar«ls subsetpaait 
exploitation were to push w(\st. iuid n<>rl Inwi^st , 


batik's in which the bomba nlnaait s weiv vei'\' 
pioloiige«l, it, was sex eral days' not ic<' but 
b\ ttu’ining gi*i*at ci*aters made b)r t lu' eiu'iny 
IK'W defences as fast as it dest roy«'d his ol<l 
oiu's, and also iiu reasod tlie ditlitMilt ii's td' rapid 
atl\anc<‘ i>\or tin- gi-oun<h l'h<‘ cruth' idi'a of 
blasting oiii' way through, w had) had carrie<l 
us thr«)ugh mo>l of oui* t>lfen>.i \ es hithert<» had 
thus inaletgoiu* a (‘onsidera hie odintanent . ( liir 

iirt illi‘r_\' ilid eveollent work after tia' atlatdc 
had bt‘en launched at ('ambr.ii. but most of it 
was at unr4*gi>t tai'< 1 targets. Wdnai it. is ri‘- 
membci'iMl how implicit laid bei'ti t hi' con 
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taking the llindenf)urg line in rexerse from 
Mieux’i'es to till' Itiv'cr Scarp«‘, and <*at)ttuing 
all the enemy's defensive positions and prob 
ably most of his gariisons, lying west w. aid of 
a liiu‘ fi’om (’ambrai noi'thwards to the Sensei 
and south of that river and the Scarpe," and 
tliese sut*cess(‘S would have been more* xailuable 
even than tfie capture of (‘ambrai itself. d'he 
key to tlie whole I'liferprise was surjirise, and 
in ordei’ io maki* this more ceitain, (leniaal 
Hyng evi'ii di'fdded to dispense with a. pie* 
liminary bombardment, d'his w iis a striking 
innovation for an attaf*k on this scale, although 
(kaieral N i velle, earliei* in the yi-ar, had recog- 
nised the grave' disadx'antages i>l a heax'y bom- 
bardment, whicli not only gave the enemy 
notice of oui‘ intention in some of the early 


tideiice |•(‘po^-(‘< I in oiii' pre\ joun olTeiisixes in 
the effects of hea\ \ dexastating bombardment, 
the origmalit X' of the tactics at (’amfa'ai be- 
comes the more striking. In the opening at 
ta(d< at ^’pres on Julx .*{ I on )• a i t i 1 lery inrsotnul 
amounted to oxer Stt per cent, of the infantry 
engaged, and soinetlung^ like 2‘htftfO tons of 
a.mmunilion x\ere discharged on that day. 
riii^. e\penditui-e of ammiinitiiai xmis kept, up 
III all the pieiiminarx' bombardments of the 
N'pres tighting. On September 20 and 21, for 
I'xample, 12,OtH) tons of ammunition was e\- 
peiideil, and at tin* Mattie of I »roodseinde, 
lai October I, the a I't i I lery pr/sY>;/ //^ / amounted 
to H."i fX'i- cent, of the infantry engaged in the 
atlJiek. 'riie->e figures, xvhich are those of Sir 
Douglas Haig, .^how how rexol iit ionaiy was 
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tho break with the past made by General Byng 
in his plans for the Hattie of Cambrai. 

The surprise was coniplotely successful. On 
the l(ift, the whole of the (iernian trench system 
between tlu» canal and the Hapauino Jload was 
carried. Flesquieros Kidge was stcjniied in the 
centre and on tlio right the canal was crossed 
at Masnifjres. The success was contiimod on 
th<? following ^lay, when Hourlon Wood was 
reachtid on the loft and the 29th Division 
pushed towards Ruinilly on the right. Hut 
iiero our successes ended. After days of 
d<^sp«u‘ate in and out fighting, we wer<' com- 
pelled to fall back from Hourlon Wood, aiul on 
the right we never really made good our foot- 
ing across the (‘anal in the dir<‘ction <3f Humilly. 
The enemy hail managed t(3 destroy th(^ bridg<i 
over the canal at Masni(>res on the first day, 
and in consetiuence our tanks never got acrciss. 
Hut in spit(i of these later disappointme^nts the 
b ittli^ in its o[)(aiing stagevs was on(3 <jf tlu^ most 
brilliant of the Hritish victoric^s. Kurtlicr, it 
showed that incomparably the most valuable 
of all w(^apon.s against tin* German trench 
systiMU was sur[)ris<\ Up to now we had 
chosen <.>iir sector of aUa(^k and pcrsist('<l long 
aft(n- all (diarice of taking the (MK^my at a dis- 
adv^antag(» liad disapptuir(Ml. Tla^ lighting in 
the SomiiK^ Hattie conlinued for six incjiiths 
on a li(dd not iimre than 20 mil(‘s from (sid 
to end. d’lie fight ing in the Scarpe and Staistx) 
river s(M*tors in the sj>ring had Ixhmi littk^ more 
oxtcaided, and the attacks («vst of N'jiri's had 
been on a miKih nairowiU’ fi*ont. 'Flu* Hritish 
suc.ci^ss at Uambrai showtxl for t h(* first tina^ 
what might b<i possibl<‘ by varying the fi’ont, by 
surprist% a.iid by what- amouiittMl to the sana*/ 
thing, by rapidity of lat ('ral mov(snc!d . 

The seepad to the* battle drove hona* the 
sam(^ points, for tia' (Jermans latca- in the 
month W(‘r(‘ able to (dT(a*t a complete surprise 
on our right flank and to recov(»r all and more 
of the ground that wt^ had won there. For a 
time our ctait-re and left made so shar[) a salient 
that there' was even some dangen* of their being 
surrounded and cut off, and it luuMied all the 
skill of the generals and all the endurance of the 
troo[)s to avoid a catastrophe, A catastrophe 
was avoidt'd, but the warning was clear and 
uiimistakeable. 'Fhe second lialf of the battle 
had enforced the moral of the first Imlf, that 
no positions, however strong, were proof 
against surprise and rapid movement. After 
the Somme, and still more after the battles oast 
of Arras and Ypres, the opinion had been very 


widely hold that the defence had definitely 
beaten the attack, and that there was no means 
of rest(^i*ing the balance between them. The 
easy initial British success at Cambrai showed 
that our tactical ideas in the earlier battles had 
been faulty, and that the problem of a break- 
through was by no means insoluble. The 
latcu* stages of the battle shc'iwed us that the 
Gormans, too, wore convinced that the offensive 
had n<.)t lost its pow(.n-, and were a clear w^arning 
that it w’ould be revived in a more dangerous 
and deadly form in the following spring. 

Cambrai w'as in the nature of a fo<^tnote to 
the main events of the year, and while it 
striMigthened confidence that we could win, 
there was at the end of 1917 a v^ery general 
doubt whether wo could w'in in the following 
year. It was recognized that thc^ Germans 
would probably attack in the following year, 
and that this attack would be formidable ; but 
subject to their military policy and its ev’ent, 
which could not be foresc^on, opinion was hardi'ii- 
ing against a repetition in I9IS of the eon- 
tinuoits offensiv'os of 1917. Thi} arguments 
for a change of pcilicy were much strengthened 
by the groat Italian ihdeat at Ca-poi^d to, which 
at one tinu) threaUaiod the complete ruin of our 
Ally. After Neuve Chapelle and boos, Suv la 
Hay, th(' evaeuati<-)n of Gallipoli, tlu^ overrun- 
ning of S(*rbia and tlu' adlu'siori of Hulgaria to 
the (%‘ntral Fowias ; after the Somm(\ the ruin 
of Kumania; and aftei* FasscluMidaele, Capojtd to. 
SouK' of t he troops engagiMl in t lu^ later stag(‘s 
of the battle of Cambrai w(‘re on tiieir way to 
Italy wh(‘n they wei(' t(*mporarily divert ( mI, and 
the adoption of the prin(*i])li' of the unitcMl front 
(on which mori' wdll bi' said in a hitia* cliaptia* 
continuing this description of thi' anatomy of 
th(‘ war down to the final triumph) was a rebuke 
to tiu' l(jcal particularism ” of our military 
policy. It is fairly cia tain that if the (Jermans 
had not attacked with a violence and reckless- 
ness that did them fatal injury, neither should 
we hav'(' attackiMl. lnst(‘ad, our policy would 
have b(*en one of free mananivre in which ail 
th(' fronts were treatecl as pai'ts of a single 
camtmign. Wo should (as indeetl wc' did) have 
given particular attention to the military 
defeat of Austria and of 'Furkey. Gn the west 
W(' should have economized man-power until 
the arriv’al of the American Army had given us 
ilocisive numerical su]>eriority. We sh( 3 uld 
have developed Hy ov^ery means in our power 
the mechanical aids to victory and in particular 
the air arm and the tanks. We should have 
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cutlivatod mobility and (‘\ crythin^^ tliat 
favoured tlio chances of surprise. d’h(»se were 
the dominating ideas in men’s minds at the 
end of 1017. Happily, tluiidcs to tile mistakes 
.of the enemy, and in part iciilar to the .squander- 
ing of his resources in the offensive, that fiegan 
in March, 1918, and to the institution i»f the 
single command, events were better than our 
hopes, and the vi(.*tory came six months or a 
year before it liad been expected. 

The -analysis of the causes which led to this 


final and unex|)ecledly early triumph must be 
reserve(| to anothei* chapter. It ?imy he con- 
venient to epitomi/e tlie anatoujy of the 
Hritish .Xrmy’s operations in Fraius* dining 
the years eoiered )>y this f'hapter ; and hero 
attention may he drawn to the diagram pub- 
lished with this chapter, which illustrates 
graphically from tlu' beginning of llu* war- to 
the enil of l‘.H7 the gradual extension of the 
Tb'itish front, the rise and fall in the nuinl er 
of lirili-sh troops, and the llritish casuultii'.s in 
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HOUSE-TO-HOUSE FIGHIING IN THE FIRST BATTLE OF YPKES. 
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the principal actions. Tlic (liiruailty in 

nniding tho liisiory of a w ar so vast and fuin[)li- 
catod as this is to kcc]> a stMis(‘ of tlic gciUM-al 
plan through tho multiplicity of tlio details; 
and tliis the grapli may help tlu* roadca* to do. 

Th(^ anatomy of tla^ wai' «lo\\n to DcH-emluT. 
1017, may ho thus cons cnioui |y s\immari/.<‘(|. 

First, (I), t hero is a pca iod of open warfare in 
which both sid<‘s aie maim uN ring ha- position. 
Tlu' main brunt of tins opening strngule ua> 


ot Xeu\e ( hapel](‘ and L»)os, \\ hi«‘h (lemon* 
'<lrat(M| iUv ((iialily of the Ibitish .Vrmy but 
slioxu'd )u»\\ much progress had still to 
made lM‘fnre onr army was lit, to undertakt' th(‘ 
major opei at lolls of eoniinental wiufarc'. 'The 
biitish ol liaisix ,i( fji,.,., time waa'o premature' 
{a-' iiidiM I were t a ISO o| tlio Frcaieh), but the 
zeal with w hirh the eoimtry threw itself into 
the probKin of immitions was an exet'llent 
angiiry tor the liifiire. \\’o wiai' Ix'ginning to 



HAKLY TKHNCH FKiHTINd I.N HFUIIliM ; SF AKCMLKJH I AND SHKAPNiU.. 


borne by the French, but tli' Ibitish Annx. 
small t hough it was. as a b|e to gi\ e in\ aluable 
assistancM' on ' Ik' we.st«'rn, whieli was our own. 
flank. 'The chief battles in (his period were 
Namur and Moiis, Morhange (w liere t lie French 
orh'iisixa* in Lorraim* came to grief), the Marne, 
and the liist battle of ^’j)res 'riaai tlM*re 
followed and lasted until (lie last months (»f the 
war the trench warfare, in which t he opera! ions 
resembled those of a siege, with fi'ctpient raids 
and sallies on either side. 

Secondly, (2), for th»' tirst IS months ot 
this tr('neh warfare, the brunt ol the work 
still eontiniK'd to fall on the French, tlaaigh 
t he Jb’il ish Army was steadily grow ing si ronger. 
'riie French othaisives, notably in Ciiampagne, 
in 11)14, and in the Arras legion, wei'c \ery 
obstinate, and great losses were ineiin'cd. 
The chief DritisJi contributions even* the deh nee 
of V[)res in tlu' spi’ing of ^11) la (in which the 
F’r<‘neh gav(5 assistance), and the two battle,- 


undeislami that i Ik re was no siieli ihing a- 
limited liability in v\ar. and no real tli.-l inet i«ai 
between ei\ ilian and soldier. 

'riiirdlx, (.‘I), foi- (he la-^t si\ naaitlis of l!)|(>, 
the Freneh and l*aiglis|i were straining in eon 
junetion to effect a breach m the enem\ s 
defences. 'I’he liatlle of thi.s period IS the long 
sti'uggle on the Somme. 'This is al.so (lie 
period (»f \ ( rdun. 

Fourthlw (I), there wa- a whole year of 
hard lighting m which the IJiiti-^h .\rmy, gain- 
ing in (Minlidenee and e\perienee every day, 
eairi(Ml the main burden (tf (Ik*, ol’fen->i\e 
against the eiieinx. .\fler the early battle.- 
north (»f the .Xisin* h(‘ f’reiieh ab.^taimal from 
the hnnial olfen-i\e, though 1 Ik y gave us 
a--.i'taiiee in our attacks, notably north of 
N'pres. 'The fighting w'as eontinuoU’. (hi'ough- 
oiit the y(‘ar. and tho wisdom of this persist- 
ence is .^till a subject of warm eontrovei*sy, 
though o{iinion lends more and more to the 
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I.OKI) I'HRNCU KHVIEWINC; THE VOI.liNTEEU THAININ(; CORPS, June 17, 1116. 
I lie corps consisted of men above military a<e, or exempted for other reasons from active service, 
who voluntarily placed themselves at the disposal of the military authorities for purposes of home 

defence. 


vi«*ws <*Xj)r<*ss(‘(1 ill tins clinplcr. 'Plir j^rc'at 
l)nHl4‘s ill this pi'iiod wen* those to the. i^ast. of 
^ |)^(^s, in t h<^ An as region, round lUilleeuui t , 
llic! \ iiny l^idj^e and tlu‘ Mes.sin<*s l{idge. 

Kinall\\ (o), towards tin* iMid of the year 
there ^\.ls fought the battle of Caiuhrai, whieh 


fon‘sliado\\ (mI w lial was to eoiue in tin; fol- 
lowing ytar -lioih flu*, offensivu of the 
(Jernians that liegan in ^lai’eh and tlu^ 
linal trimuplu in whieh the IJiitish Aiiuy 
took a great, and touai’ds tho end of tlio 
year, a jm'doiiiiiiatiijg [lart. 


CHAPTER CCLXXXVII. 


THE 

ALLIED ADVANCE CONTINUED: 
SEPTEMBER, 1918. 


Thk (tKkat Ad\ anl'K Oh ' Tiri<: Allipts Deviolopmknt of thioik Plan- -riiK ISimultanfous Offkn. 
sivKS : 13y the: Prknch and Americans e’rom Heims to the Mejcsk — Hy the likiTiSH an d French 
ON THE Cambrai St. Qciontin Front- Hy the Heloians, British and French in Flanders — 
German Opinion ~ 'I'he Work of the Allied Air Forces. 


B y l/lio ot' St‘|H(Mnl)or, I HIS, (lie 

war iiad oiitored on a new filiase. Tli(‘ 
groat/ Itindonbni g Lino luul b<‘on brok<*n 
through on S(‘ptein]R?r 2 {see ante p. HOA 
et seq.) at Quoant, aial th4‘ sup])orting 
bohiiid it won^ in iinininont dangiM of being 
either penetrated or turiKRl. Moreover, many 
of the positions in whieh tin* Oerrnans wore now 
attiTiipting to stand were only halt [iri^pared 
for resistance, oi eoiisisted merely of natural 
positions hastily pn(. in a stab* of <l«H4*iiee. The 
task t-hon hefon* the Alli<*s was to break the 
power of the laieniy at all these points. 
Moreover, it must not he forgotten that tin- 
main lateral lines of communication of tin* 
(Germans <;xtendingfi‘oin Tliionvillc! bi iSIanheugi* 
(the latter an important centre fur the whole 
of the lines of supply) wore by the advaruMi of 
the Allies becoming inorti and more threatened, 
and once thesis wore captured, tla* eastern 
position of tlie- German defences Iroin tin* 
Alsace frontier westward would he cut off from 
any good supply line, leaving only <‘ommunica- 
tious back through Belgium or tla- Ardennes. 
To retire through the Kifel was almost impossible 
for largo numbers. They were rapidly getting 
into the dangerous position in which every 
army is placed whoso main line of conimiuiiea- 
lions is parallel to its front. Moreover, the 
German position on the Belgian coast and in 
Belgium was threatened hy our progress 
and by our naval activity, and it was 
Vol. XIX.— Part 247 


hec-oming plainia- i^very day that only hy 
a (rorisiderahlo ndireimuit eonlil the more 
exposiMl portions of the German lorci's he saved 
f -oin disaster. H'he*re was yet a.nol h<*r point t/o 
eonsidere<l. 'I’he Germans W4M1‘ getting to 
the end of t lii'ir iu'sch vcvs of nuRi. d’ho Allii'S 
w<M*<^ daily IxM^oming st ronger. 

ImmodiattHy facing the' First and 'I’liird 
.\rmies were tin* highly (k)vtdop<Ml siM'ii'S oi do- 
feiiei'S spoken of genencally as the llindenhurg 
Line- a complicated system of trenehi's ilx- 
tending one behind llu' other for mil«»s, pro- 
t looted hy inminHuahki win? entnngUaiMHits 
.s rongthone<l with ecinen^ti* pill-hoxi's, and 
hv thousaials of ina<‘hiiU'-giin aial inmimerahli' 
t. 45 nc;li mortar positions. It was altog<‘(la‘r tia* 
iiio.st hirmidahle eomhination oi military works 
tliat had ever he<‘n imagined and eonstnich'd by 
man, the result of over tliiet^ yi^ars’ work, in 
which the German military engineers hail il\- 
haii.sted ev<a*y n'soiiree of art known to them. 
Xor had tlaw e«*aM‘d from eontiimally adding 
to and improving tla-rii in eviay way po.ssihkL 
'I’hey were fpiito iintouelaul when (hey were 
finally and sia ei^ssfully attacked. I he laet 
that they w^ere all overpassiMl with compara- 
tive I'ase shows tla^ high eonragi*- and tfaiaeity 
of our troops, tin* admirable organization of 
our offe-nsive forces, the (Mi-ordination of all 
arms to the object aimeil at, and the brilliant 
tactical leading conceived hy the Higher Com- 
manders and executed by Hio.se more imme- 
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fiiately connected with the work of the various 
units. 

In front of the First Army was that portion 
of the German position known as the Fresnes- 
Rouvroy system. This lay in front of the 
Drocourt-Queant defences, which ran down to 
the main Ilindenburg Line at (Jueant. Some 
distance behind this was the Carnal du Nord, to 
which allusion has already been made, and 
which proved another strong defensive position. 
Between St. Quentin and tlie village of Bantou- 
zelle, the upper defences of the HindcMihurg 
system lie sometimes to the west but more 


point the canal was dry. In tlui canal cuttings 
the Germans had constructed numerous 
tunneled dug-outs and shelters, and on the 
edges they had well-conceah‘d concrete or 
armoured machine-gun emi>laiM'monts. The 
tunnel itself was used to provide accommoda- 
tion for troops and was connected with the 
defences above by numerous slmfts. South of 
Bellicourt, on the west (an side of Mu* canal, 
there wtre two line's of contiguous trench, 
rumiing jmiallel to the canal ; the front one 
distant from it about 2,000 yards, the rear 
one at an average distanc»' of 1,000 yards. 



[French official f^hoto^raph. 

WIRE ENTANGLEMENTS ON THE HINUENBUKG LINE. 


generally to the east of the line of th(*. Mscaut 
Ganal. The canal itself did not form tlui 
enemy’s main line of r(;sistance, but only an ad- 
vanced ])artof a det*j) dehaisiv’e .system, oi which 
the most notabk? feature' was th(' skill with 
which it was placed so as to prevcait our artillery 
occupying effective ])ositions trom wliicli to 
attack it. The canal whenever suitable was used 
to afford cover to nesting troops and to the. 
garrisons of the main d('f(Misive trench lines 
during a bombardment. Between Bellicourt 
and the neighbourhood of Vendhuillo the canal 
passes through a tunnel for a di.stance of (i,U00 
yards. South of Bellicourt, wheio the canal 
emerges from the tunnel, the cutting be- 
comes shallow, till at Bellcnglise the canal is 
almost at the ground level. South of this 


Both of th(*s(* w('rc ('.xtrernely slrongly organized 
and covered in front with hca\y wire entangle 
meiits. NorMi of the tuiuail the llindcid)urg 
(hjuble trench lini* was imm(Mliat(*ly to tla; 
east of th(j canal and was liFik(5d up with tln' 
defences to the west of it. 'I’la'ic weie also 
many trenches at various poiiits, plactMl 
to prot(‘ct important local positions, or thos<' 
from wliudi fire could be. brought U) bear on 
an advancing enemy. The whole of these lines 
w(U'(* (roniu'cted up by numei‘()U.s eommunication 
trenches. At a distance of 4, (MM) yards Ix'hind 
th(‘. most (jasterly of tlavsi; there was a s(;cond 
double row of works known as the Ik-aurevoir- 
Fonsomme line', alscj a very complicat(‘d and 
stnaig (-onstruction with numerous concret(^ 
shelters and machine-gun emplacements, the 
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front covered by a 'deep wire entanglement. 
The whole bfjlt of country thus converted into 
one gigantic fortress varied in depth fiom 7,000 
to 10,000 yards, in which every point capable 
of being turned into a strong defensive post 
had been so organized. 

An important feature of the country over 
which the First Army had to advance, and one 
which divided the operations into two, was the 
marshy water line known as the Sens^ Canal 
and river, connected with the Scarpe by the 
Trinquis river, which runs from Biache down 
to Ktaing. This line of marsh and impractic- 
able coimtry ran back in an easterly direction 
until it met the Escaut Canal to the north-east 
of Cambrai, and then went farther oast past 
Denain and Valenciennes, forming a large 
tract eminently unsuitod for military opera- 
tions. It could not be crossed except at the 
bridges. North and south of it the groimd was 
more open — trolling bare downs intei’sected at 
intervals by narrow valleys with streams 
which ran down to the canal. 

The Canal du Nord itself, which was dry, 
varied in depth below the surface from 50 to 
100 feet, according to the lie of the gromid 
through which it was cut. At the bottom, the 
canal sides were revetted with brickwork to a 


height roughly of 14 feet. Above that, the 
earth was left at such a slope as the 
character of the chalk allowed, and this 
w'as a fairly steep one. It was evident that 
such an obstacle was easy to defend and should 
have been almost impossible to cross It does 
not appear, however, that there were any 
arrangements for the actual flanking defence 
of the ditch. Possibly the opinion of the 
German engiiieers was that nothing in the 
nature of a caponi^re would have been of any 
utility against bombing. Be that as it may, 
they appear to have relied more on the physical 
obstacle of the canal rather than on any actual 
defence of the ditch, and to have expended all 
their efforts on the works on the east and west 
side, chiefly on the foimer. At places the Ger- 
mans, however, held a position on the western 
side of the canal as well as on the eastern, though 
the main position was always on the latter. 
In its northern portion it was too strong to 
be carried by direct attack, but it was con- 
sidered possible to cross it near Mmuvres. 
So\ith of the Bapaume -Cambrai lino on the 
south of Mujuvros and on the western side of 
the canal, there were two lines of trenches pro- 
tected with deep belts of wire entanglement, 
and these had to be carried before the passe g(^ 
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INFANTRY ADVANCING DURING THE EARLY MORNING. 


of the canal could be secured But on the 
day of trial there hai)pened here what has often 
happened before in similar situations, the 
troops in front of the fonnidable ditch made 
by the canal were not inclined to fight to the 
bitter end with such an obstacle behind them, 
and they appear to have given up these lines 
without much effort. 

The Germans quickly realized that the 
position which our armies had won on 
September 18 between Gouzeaucourt and St. 
Quentin was a serious threat against the 
Hindenburg Line, and in the afternoon of that 
day they delivered an attack on a laigo scale 
and a wide front below the Arras -Cambrai road 
from Moeuvros down to Gouzeaucourt against 
the ground held by the Guards, the 3rd and 
37th Divisions. It was preceded by a very 
heavy bombardment, but was completely 
vxnsUcces&ful, the Gemians being repulsed with 
heavy loss. Another attack which was de- 
livered north of Moeuvres wtxs a failure, 
altliough at places the enemy succeeded in 
entering our trenches, from which he- was 
driven ba^k by coimter -attacks. South of 
Gouzeaucourt, t«o, there was some fighting, 
but the German attempts w^ere equally 
futile in this region. On the right of the 
Allied line in the neighbourhood of St. Quentin, 


(he French made progress after a severe 
struggle. Round Havrincourt a large amount 
of stoTM's was captured in the shape of material 
evalently intended for the construction of 
winter residences ; an immense quantity of 
luxuries in the shn[)o of wines, liqueurs, cigar- 
ettes, etc. ; anti a considerable number of postal 
pac;kets, among which were great quantities 
of cakes, fruit, sausages and other food -stuffs. 

On Sept ember 19 the French, in the direction 
of St. Quentin, took the wood of Savy and 
Fontaine-lo-Clorcs ; on September 20 Contes- 
court, Castres, and Kssigny-le-Grand. 

On September 19 the British made further 
progress north of Gautdio Wood and re-estab- 
lished themselves firndy at MoMivres, which 
had been the ctmtn» of fighting for the last 
two days, in the course of which our troops 
had more than once advanced across the canal 
there, only to bo driven back to the western 
edge of the village. The place was awkwardly 
situate<l, for it lies in a dip of the ground, 
and the canal is immediately behind ifS At 
this j)oint there was a gallant feat well worthy 
of record. A small i)arty, consisting of a 
corporal and six men ot the l/5th Higliland 
JJght Infantry, held a post in the northern 
corner of the village for 48 hours, until relieved 
by the final effort which won the village. The 
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\Australujn official pnoiontapn. 

THE BREAK IN THE HINDENBURG UNE. SEPTEMBER 18. 1918. 
Australians shootinfi at 


iiv'ii had only thoir iron rations with them 
when they vvei*o hosieged, and tlioy suffered 
fnmi luinj^or. Moreover, tlu^y were affected 
by the weather, which was (exceedingly wet 
and trying. Yet, notwithstanding all the 
German efforts, they were able to hold out 
till rciscMied, and inflict.(xi great loss on the 
enemy. 

On St^ptoinber 20, though thorn was some 
minor fighting along the front, no counter- 
attack of any moment was delivered by the 
(hu’inans, but in Epehy there was vtuy hard 
lighting, d’his was also oapturc-d and th(' arc'a 
between Epehy and L(Mni)ire completely eleartMl. 
The 8th and 40tb Divisions attacked towards 
the Erosiu's-Uouvroy line, ami made con- 
siderabk^ progress. W’^ith llu^st^ ('xceptions 

there was a pause in the fight ing on September 
20, only actions of minor moment taking 
place, hut the (^inadian Corps «ixtend(Ml its 
line southwards nearly down ti) Mteuvres, 
wh('r(^ it joined th<^ left of the M’hird Army. 
It will be renmnib(M'('d that/ the advance 
of th(‘ latter had been covered by tlie right 
of the First Army, to which tla^ Canadians 
belonged. Ihaiay, south of St. Quentin, 

was taken by the French. The grip was 

now tightening round this town. In the 
north wi' were at Gricourt, and at the 
south by Benay, from whence the line 

extended round the front of Savy-Holnon- 
Fresnoy to Gricourt. 

On 8optombor 20 our line was also advanced 


the fleeing Germans. 

in the north-west of La Bass(‘e on a front of 
2i miles as far as the villages of Rue du ^larais 
and La Tourelle. The Germans emleavoured 
to stop the advance of ^Tangin’s troops on 
the north-east of Soissons, where the position 
that they occupied was very threatening to 
the western end of the Ch('min-des-Danu^s. 
Five attacks were deliv('red on the night of 
September 19-20 to the north of Alleinant and 
t(^ tho east of the farm of Moisy, but all were 
driv(m back with lieavy loss. 

On Sepbanber 2^1 the French took th(* foi’t 
and village of Vendtuiil, so that their front 
was now on tlie Oise from Tra\'(M*y. 

On SepLnnber 24 an attack was mad(^ by them 
on the soutli-wost of St. Quentin in eombination 
with tlie neighbouring Britisli troops, and 
overcoming a strenuous n^sistanco of the 
Germans they captured Dallon close to the 
8omme Canal and the spur known as 
L’Kpine do Dallon. In this operation 
,')00 prisoners wen? taken and a large 
numbf-r of machine-guns. The attack was 
extended over a front of four miles from 
(ho river Omignon east of Vermand south- 
wanls. 'Vhe fighting, especially about Selency, 
which is on the main Amiens - St. Quentin 
road, and only two miles west of St. Quentin, 
was very sov^eri'. 

On September 25 this (operation was con- 
tinued, and during tho night progress was made, 
especially to the north-west of St. Quentin. 
Some further progress was made by Eiiglish 
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troop.'^ to tho north-west of La Ihisstk^, whieh 
resulted in our lino being soiiio)vhat advanced, 
and over 100 prisoners taken. During tho 
night of September 25 a eonntor-attack was 
laiinclied by the enemy, but was completely 
unsuccessful, several prisoners lemaining in 
our hands. Further small siiceossos wi'ro 
gained by us to tho north-west of Arnuaitieres 
and in patrolling encounters near that point 
and Ypres. 

The ground gained since SepI ember IS 
had now brouglit our Iroops — the Fourth, 
Tliird, and First Annies -to a lino on Sep- 
tombin’ 20 running from i\\o. villagii of Sele.n<‘y 
to (hicourt and Pontruet, and thence east 
of Villeret and Lempiro to Villers-Guislain 
and ( Jonzeaucourt. This eoiitinued northward 
to llavrincourt and IVheiivres along the west 
side of the (filial du Nord to tln^ floods of thti 
Sensee at Fcourt - 8t. Qiaaitin. In front of 
tho 'Phirtl Army, tho centre of our force's, and 
tho First Army to tho north of it, tlan’t^ Wi'ro 
strong German pi)sitions which coven'd tho 
approaches to Camijrai bc'tweon thc^ (^anal dn 
Nord and tho FiScaut Canal, which included 
the section of tho Hindenburg Line itself 
north of Couzeaucourt. Tla' enemy’s tn*nches 


in this sector faced south-west, and it was 
inn'Ossary to tak(5 tluan as a prelijninary to 
any furthi'r advance to cnaf)Ie I lie artilN'ry 
of the hourlli Army to gi't into a position 
wht'nct^ it could boi\d)ard the i'xet'pt lonally 
stn>ng portitui of the eni'iny’s line facing tins 
part of our forces to j)n'pari? tlu' way h)r the 
intantry assault. To deceiv»> tht' ent'iny 
Field-Marshal Haig onleii'd a hea\y aitillery 
lire to Im' direct t'd during tlm night of 
Si'pttJinbi'r 2() -27 along the whoh' front of tht^ 
thn'c armies. ’J’hcn the Kirst and 'Third Armiivs 
wen' to advance and push nearer to their tinal 
objective, winch would n*nder I'asier the task 
of tlu'. lAnu tli Ai iny’s artillt'ry. 

Septtaidx'i* 2(i saw a ctmsiderablci enlarge- 
incait of th(' operations against tiu' Germans. 
n'h(‘ Fn'iich, in conjiiiu't ion with tlu* American 
First Army, composed of their I., Ill and V. 
Corps, ('ach of tliriH') divisions, attacked in the 
Champagne district on both sides of the 
Argonno, ht'twi't'n tlu* Meuse and the Suip))es 
rivers, on a front which exti'mltui over 4(1 
miles. On tin* 27th the 'Third and Pirst 
Ih'itish Armies attacked with tlu^ IV., VI., 
XVI I., and thet’anadian (.-orps, in tla< direction 
of Cambrai, on a front of about 1‘1 miles from 


[Australian official photography 

AUSTRALIANS IN THE HINDENBURG LINE. AFTER THE FIGHTING OF 

SEPTEMBER 18. 
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THE ARGONNE FRONT. 


Gouzeaucourt to the neighbourhood of Sauehy- 
Le.str6o. On September 28 an Anglo-Belgian 
force under King Albert advanced to the 
assault on a 23-milo front from near Dixinudo 
to Ploegsteort. The Belgian coast was also 
heavily bombarded by our Navy, 

'^rhus from the Meuse to the coast the 
whole Gorman line was vigorously battered. It 
was the biggest battle which had been under- 
taken by the Allies since the beginning of the 
war. The object of the French and American 
at tack on both sides of the Argonno was in the 
first place to pc'uetrate and turn the enemy’s 
defences in the Champagne with tht) intention 
of moving ultimately in the direction of 
M6zieros. This would completely outflank 
the Gorman defences which the British were 
attacking frontally, and would also, in com- 
bination with the American attack from tlic' 
ground gained in the St. Mihiol salient, threat i‘n 
the whole of the lines back into Germany 
south of Luxembourg and grasp the main 
lateral connexion running from ^lezieres-Sedan 
back to the east, and in addition the line which 
ran up from ]\T6zicros to Namur. Both the 
French and the American preparations for 
the attack had been made with the greatest 
secrecy. The enemy knew he was likely to 
bo attacked, but could not determine which 
were the most throat emed points. 

The operations undertaken on tho right 
flank ot tho Allied armies involved some 
change-4 in the disposition of the American 
Army. 'I’he Second American Army took over 
the country which Imd been w’on in the St. 
]Mihiel salient, wdiilo tho First Amiy w’os trans- 


ferred to tho immediate left of Genera) 
Gouraud’s force for the advance on both sides 
of tho Argonne, and tho French Fourth Anny 
moved forward on their left. The French had 
boon ready to advance since the middle of 
July, and Oouraud was only waiting for tho 
completion of Marshal Foch’s arrangements 
to thrust forward against the Germans. Every 
necessary step had been taken by General 
Pertain to ensure tho success of the movement, 
which was a very important one, threatening 
impoi’tant German communications, and a 
vast number of guns had been collected together 
to support tho infantry. Tho task of the 
Second American Army was to feint W'ith 
gun-fire against the German positions about 
Briey and thence towards INfetz so as to make 
the enemy believe that an advance in continua- 
tion of the St. Mihiel battle w’as to be made in 
that direction. It succeeded, for the Gernuui 
commanders collected a considerable reserve, 
numbering about 15 divisions, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Briey — an important coal-mining 
centre w hich they lioped to hold — to oppose any 
attempt to break through at this point. But 
the real intention of the Allied coinman<lprs 
aimed at a much more im])ortant objecti\’e 
for the time — the railway line which ran east 
and west through Grand Prtf*. This w^as of vast 
importance to th(^ Gennan communications. 
Interrupted, it would leave only circuitous 
lines available to connect the eastern 
extremity of the German defences with those 
to the west. 

It seems probable that the Germans totally 
misapprehended the direction from which the 
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attack was to take place ; ])ossibly this was 
due to the defensive attitude which the Frencli 
Fourth Amiy had maintained for some time 
past. They thought it was to bo a con- 
tinuation of the advance from the St. Mihiel 
salient, whereas it was really on both sides of 
the Argonne from lleiins to Verdun. It is 
a great tribute to the air servici^ of the Allies 
that the German aviators should liave becai 
kept so far back as not to have obsei’ved the 
movements of tlie American troops to tlie 
right of Gouraud 

The Germans had an important lino of fortifi- 


At 11 p.m. on September 25. between the 
Suippos and the Aisnu, a distance of some 10 
miles, the artilh'ry preparation was commenced 
with groat inttMisity, and at 5 25 a. in, on 
September 20 tin? Fourth French Army, under 
General Gouraud, and the First American 
Army, under Geiu'ral Liggidt, began their 
forward moviMnent ; the French on the west 
of the Argonne, the Arneiicanx on the east 
The Freneli trt) 0 [?s advanced to the assault 
at a pace which was n‘gulatcd at about 25 yards 
to the minute. The front ctiiisistcd of a com- 
narativelv thin line of sufficient strength to 



A GHRMAN MILITARY ROAD AND DUG-OUTS JN THK FOREST OF ARGONNE. 


cations running from Raineville along tin* 
Forges Brook by Bothincourt - Malincourt, 
wdienco it went back througli the Argonne Forest 
ridge, which was itself rendered practically 
impassable by obstructions both of an active 
and passive nature. This stretch of country, 
some four miles wide, divided the French 
from the American line of advance. Vareiuu^s 
was held as an important strong post by the 
Prussian Guards at a point where the natural 
defences were loss formidable. Vaufpiois 
was held in the same way. Four lines of 
defences faced the Americans, coinposcfl of 
the Hindenburg Line and then in succession 
minor defences known locally as the Hagen 
Line, then the Volker Lino, and lastly the 
Kriemhilde. 


(Mrry tin? machine-gun positions covcu’itig thi' 
(ha-num first line. 'I’hc attack was successful 
from the very eommeiicemeut, and while tliis 
a Ivaiuced j)ositioii was htMUg cari ied, an 
overwhelmiiig hombardmeut' was (tarried on 
against the first main line of tlie Germans, to 
which many f)f their tivinps in the? advanced 
posts had fallen back. By H.25 the first wav(? 
of infantryhad accomplislusi its task, and th<*n, 
reinforced, tiu? French went on against the 
main line of resistance, which ran along 
the series of heights the farm of Navarin, 
the hill of Sonain, the elevations of Mnret, 
Tahure, Mesnil, anil the ground to the north 
of the Main de Massiges. These, all 
strongly fortified, fonried an excellent line 
of observation over the country in front of 
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them, and constituted a formidable combination 
of trenches covered by wired entanglement, 
to a depth of over three miles oii the whole 
front of the attack. Between the Suippe and 
the Argonne the villages of Tahure, Ripont, 
Rouvroy, Cemay-en-Dormois, Servon, which 
formed supporting points to the defences, were 
all takeif after some strenuous fighting, although 







GENERAL LIGGETT. 

Commanded the First American Army. 

other places, such as the farm of Navarin, the 
elevations of 8ouain, of Tahuro and Mesnil, 
wore taken at the first rush. The general lino 
was carried somewhere between noun and 
one o’clock. This success was very largely due 
to the French artillery bairage, which, moving 
in front of the advancing troops, had facilitated 
their advance and had prevented to a great 
extent the amval of reinforcements to the 
Gorman front line. 

The Genuan artillery does not seem to have 
played a great part in the action, and was, 
compared with the French, comparatively 
ineffective. The barrage was chiefly the work 
of the French 76’s and had been limited to the 
front line of German heights. Over this the 
heavy guns did the work, while the field guns 
were brought up to nearer positions. At some 
points on the line of the Dormoise, especially 
at Ripont, a strong resistance was put up, but 
was overcome eventually. 

There was no doubt that the Germans had 
expected the French attack. For a fortnight 


before it was actually launched^ numerous raids 
had been made on the German front along the 
whole line, which naturally attracted their 
attention. These, combined with observation 
from the air, had placed the French com- 
manders in full possession of the disposi- 
tions of the German forces. The position 
attacked was an extremely strong one with 
a good command of view over the position 
from which the French took off, and the 
ground itself was extremely difficult ; the irre- 
gular alternating ravines and the heights well 
covered with numerous small woods, all of 
which had been turned into strong points, 
were formidable objects to overcome. The soO 
was easily turned by wet into a v’ery slippery 
foim of mud. The country over which the 
attack was at first delivered was so much cut 
up that it was almost impossible to use tanks. 
Altogether, the depth of the Gertnan lines 
here was over three miles, a continuous series 
of trenches equipped with all the resources 
of military art. Both sides possessed in the 
lines which they hold very strong positions, 
although, from its command of the ground 



[French official photograph, 

CONCRETE BLOCKS BUILT BY THE 
GERMANS TO OBSTRUCT A ROAD IN 
THE MEUSE SECTOR. 

in front of it, the German w€w the stronger. 
The point which troubled the German Supreme 
Command was that the whole line of attack 
was so long that it w€ks difficult to know where 
penetration would be attempted and where 
it would be necessary to throw in reserves. 
This was even more important because the 
number of reserve divisions available was 
rapidly diminishing. In the middle of the 
month they had had 71 available, but the 



PRISONBRS TAKEN BY GOURAUD»S ARMY MARCHING THROUGH CHALONS. 


day after the battle eoinmeiieed — on Sep- 
toniber 28 — 21 of these had licen used up at 
the front and only 50 were now remaining, 
of which not more than 20 were fresh troops. 

The general outcome of the first <lay of the 
French attack was that they captured about 
14 miles of the old Hindtuiburg Line on the 
Buttes or heights between Souain-Soimno Py 
and the Argonno forest. The depth taken 
was between two and throe miles, and in many 
points they were in a position in advance of 
what they had hold before the Gk)rman offensive. 

The first objective of the Americans was 
Montfaucon, a dominating position in front of 
the well-known Mort Homme, between the 
Meuse and the Aire. Held by Arnoricans, it 
would seriously compromise the railway line 
coming up through the Grand Pr6 gap to Dun 
and Stenay, two important i)assag 08 over the 
Meuse, which Moltke liad seized in August, 
1870, wjien pursuing Macmahon’s army, so 
as to prevent it crossing the Meuse at these 
points and marching down on Metz. 

The advance of the Americans was as 
successful as that of the French. Their 
artillery was more powerful than that of their 
opponents, and the poison gas shells which 
they employed seem to have produced great 
effects. The front of the infantry advance 
was about 20 miles, and was covered to some 
extent by the early morning mist. Forges 


was completely surprised, and once they got 
the Germans on the run they kept them at it, 
pressing forward after severe fight ing, and taking 
Gercourt and then Dannevaux, some five 
miles in advance of their stalling point. The 
American troops on the left of this jiarticular 
advance had a more dillicnlt task. Mont- 
faucon was very strongly fortified, and bristhMl 
with machino-gniis. Tht> disposition of the 
trenches gave no partiiMilar advantage to the 
attacking force from their forward point 
towards Daimovaiix, os])ec.ialIy as the field 
artillery was quite unable to aeeoinpany the 
advance owing to the enornioiis difliculties 
olTored by the ground, which was a mass of 
craters, most of them half-full of water. The 
artillery fire, therefons was limited to the 
long-range guns from positions farther back, 
and it was not till ibe next day, when by gri^at 
exertions the lighb^r guns had been brought 
forward to an c^ffeetive range, that the garrison 
at this point was eornpolled to retire or sur- 
render. 

Farther to the west, on thc^ 2Gth, the 
AiiK'rieans were more successful. Vauqiiois 
was taken, and Varennes. From Varennes the 
enemy succeedetl in moving back most of his 
artillery, after destroying the bridges over the 
Aire at Cheppy and Varennes, preventing 
the advance of the American artillery and 
slowing down their attack. At Montblain- 
ville, where the third line of German trcmches 
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(tho Volkor Line) ran eastwards tow'ards 
Montfaucon, tho (Hermans were enabled to 
hold out until the next day. During tho 
night, however, tho Amoriean engineers 
l)ri<lged the Aire at several points, making a 
way for tlio field artillery to mlvanre in the early 
morning of September 27. 

Our Allies then w(!iit on with a rush, again 
eovered to some ('xtent by the morning mist. 
Ohorpentry was rpiiekly taken and the Volker 
Lin(' stormed, th<? troops moving further on 
and taking tho villagers of Tv’(ji!y, Kpinonville, 
and Nantillois. Ily this success the Mont- 
faiKion position was gained, with a wide 
range of view over- the neighbouring 
count ry. 

On the first day of tho arlvams* alone the 
Knaicli an<l Americans bi tween them took 
12,000 prisofjcrs. 

On September 27 the Frencli under Ooiiraud 
and Americans und(‘r IJtrgett, besides (jonsoli- 
(latir»g the positions they had won, pushed 
forward b(?yond Hmmu. They wc*re subject 
to many siwere count(‘r-at tacks executeil by 
12 new divisions, ])ut, these not witlistanding, 
mad(^ (considerable progn'ss. Tlacy reaclaMl 
within a mile of Somme IV and crossed th(' 
railway to Challerangtc (Mist of that village. 


Cernay was taken and the troops I’eachcd to 
Oratreuil and Fontaine -en-Donnais and tho 
w estern bank of the Aisno. 

On the east of the Argonno the Americans 
made some further progress in spite of ( Jermaii 
cf)nnter-attacks. Fn both cases the advance 
was now' facilitated by armoured cars. 

The Fremd) Fifth Army, imder General 
IkTtlu'lot, which, with some Italian troops, 
oceupied tlie ground between (loiiraud, east 
<3f Reims, and ^langin to tho north of tho 
Aisno, liad been for some time awaiting t'veiits 
on the Wsle, but on Si^ptember HtO they w^erit 
forward (o attack the Gorman position on tho 
north sidi' of the river. The fighting was 
obstinate, hiit tlu* villages of Rovillon, Romain, 
and Montigny were eaptured and the Frencti 
forct's ))ushcMl (ui ahead. I’he result of this 
advaneo was that the next day the enemy 
ahandon(‘d the I'lateau Ix'tw'oon tlie Aisne and 
the Reims rt'gion. T’he l^mks of tho Aisno were 
reaeh(*d, and in h'ont of R(nms tlie French lines 
wen* advanct‘d to the outskirts of Fort St. 
Thierry. .Be tween tlu* Argomie and tho M(*use 
tlio Anu'iieans liad also made pn^gress, as 
had Gouraud’s troops on their loft. St. Mai io- 
a-By, Auro, and ^Farvaux w'ere captured, and 
t!H*y n‘ached th(* borders of Monthois some^ six 
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ST. MIHIHL: A TEMFOKAKi 

iJiilfs from \"ou/.iors, bnl tiu' (Jormaus still 
lield oil to l{oucon\ ill(‘. 

Oil SepbMolxM’ tli(' front of atimk was 
prolonood by tli(‘ An^^lo-iJol^ian forcos nn<it‘r 
King Albort. attacking on a. line of miks 
from Dixmude to I*lo(‘gs|ccrl. TIk* details of 
the adv'ancn had }x‘cn settled at. a. conference 
\\ith the ( ’oinmander-in-CI»ief of the Allied 
Armies at Oass<‘l on Se[)tem])<'r t). Tli«‘ fo.i-e 
availabl(‘ eonsisted of tliu llelgian Arm\ ; some 
Fnaieh iJivisions ; all tlxi artillery, and a certain 
imndx'i* of infantry divisions of tlx' Sc'cond 
Hritish Army, commanded liy (aaieral Sir If. 
I’himer. Once more tho British section of the 
attack was begun without pr<*liminary bombard- 
ment. At 5.30 a.m. the XIX, and Tl. Oorps of 
tlio Second Army attacked on a front of some 
•IJ inili^s south of tliu Ypres-Zoiincbekc road, 
'^rhe assault was commenced by tin* I4th 
Division, under ]Major-( kmeral B. ('. IT Skinner, 
tla^ ‘kith Division, undi*r ]\la jor-thaieral A. If. 
Ararindin, aidivl by the 201 h and tMh Divisions, 
l^nter in tlie ]>attki these were supported by the 
41st Division, commanderl liy Alnjor-( haieral 
S. T. B. Lawford, and tlie 3()th Division, und«*r 
Major-( General C\ t\»fhn. On the left of the J I. 
Cor])s the Belgian Army ])rolonged the line ef 
attack as far as Dixmude. .fust beff>n» th(^ 
Belgians attacked. King Albert issued his 
Order of the Day : 

SolflifTs, f<jr\vnr«l and make* a j)o\v«Tfiil a-'^ault on 
the riK'iny j)ositions by the .sifle of your hiToie Briti-'h 
iintl French comrades. It is yonr duly lo drive baek tin* 
invader, who Inis been oppressing your l;relljren for the 
past four years. The hour is decisive. The Germans 
are retiring ev^eryw’here. 

Soldiers, show yourselves worthy of the saereil caiivi* 
of our independence, w’orthy <»f <xir tradition'^, worthy 
of our rai*e. Forward for right , for freedom, ft)r gloriou^' 
and irnniortnl It'lgium. 

Both the British and Belgian attacks were 


HHIUGH ACROSS THE MEUSE. 

hiilli.int ly successful. The ( hM inans, w lio had 
live <l:vi>iou:> of Sixt \i)u Aiioin's army to 
h(d<l their line an insullicicnt furc^^ were 
driv’cn rapidly hack from the high ground 
cast of N’prcs, and by the laid of flic <lay 
the British had passi'd far Ix'ynTid tin* extreme 
limits of tlx' lhI7 batlh's and bad (aptunxl 
Ivortt‘Vvild(‘, /ainlvoorilc, Kruisct'cki' and Bcce- 
lai'ic, vvliiU* on tin* Uft tlu^ Belgian troops 
liad taken /omu'bckt*, Potfcapcilo and 
Sidiaapbaillic, and complclidy clca*’(‘d tln^ 
llouhlmlst forest. Largi* numbtavs of guns w(‘re 
captured by the Belgians, of which a gixxl pro- 
portion \vcr(‘ takt‘U m tlu* forest, and allog(Mln‘r 
they caplun d sonu* ,‘100 pieces. 4 In^ British 
t<xjk about 150 guns, and tlx* two fore(‘s 
Ixdweeii tlnan apjiear to liave made some 5,000 
prisoix'is. f’hc w('atlx‘r was misty, and it stians 
prubabk* that, as the attack was made without 
pndiminary bonibardment , tlx* ( k-rmans vv(*re 
more or less surprised. Whei-e* the Belgians 
alta.<'ked there was still soiin* wire h'fl, hut it 
had been largely ik-st roycjl by n'ceiit. artilk'i y 
fire, a four Ixiiirs’ hombanimenf having beeii 
ilevoted to this purpose; hut on (he British 
front tlx* entaiiLdc'i'ieufs wi'i’c fewer, ainl tlx*i‘o 
viasnoatlempl until tlx*aetu'il attack to destroy 
them with shell fin*. It, was ground over vvliieli 
there had hcen a con.-^idcra!>le amount of 
lighting, as has hc(*n d(*scrihcd in previous 
cliaptors. 3’lx' country itself was tlx most 
fonnidahlo ohstaelc, with its wati'i -loggi'fl 
.soil and she|l-}iok>s full of water, and the 
rapidity with which the Allied trof»ps swi'pt tho 
enemy heforr tlx*m shows that the latter had 
greatly k)st heart. 

On tho next day, the a<lvanco was contimicil, 
and by night tlio line had advanced to a position 
running from J)ixmudc by the fon'st of Hoult- 
hulst, »Stndcnl)(;rg, W'cstrooKchcko, PaHschen- 

247—3 
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daolo, Moor*slodo, Bocelaore, Ciholuvrlt and 
Mossinos, an advance of from four to six milos. 
This was some distanob in front of the positions 
wo had won in the previous autumn, hut 
had Hubsofpiontly to give up. The Allied 
troops wore tliroatoning Roufers and liad 
roaohed the Houlors-Menin road, while the 
Belgians were within 20 inilos of Jirugc's. The 
attack had been supplomontod by coastal 
a(ttiou by our Navy, which had bonibarderl 
sevci'cly the (leiiruin positions on the coast- 
line. 

On September our trooj)s reae.luMl the 
Roulers-Menin road, and vv(‘re within two 
miles of Monin. 4 Mu‘h pronounced advance 
throalene<l the whole of the (hninans on tin* 
coast, and was a serious tliroat to their position 
at lalhs from which they weie beginning to 
withdraw some of thesir stores and troops. 
They also ordered n imiiiber of thc^ inhabitants 
to accompany (hem 
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IN THE CANAL DU NOKD. 


After capturing the lino known as the 
Flai\ders ridge, the left Alliofl attack under 
King Albert, which was now supported by 
(leiuM-al Degoutte’s French Army, was con- 
tinued. Degoutto, it will be remembered, had 
previously fought on the Marne. 

On Septemlwr 30 four of GJeneral Plumor’s 
divisions, the 9th, the 29th, the 14th and 35th, 


continued their advance against the Gormans 
towards Ledeghom The 9th Division pressed 
forward across the road and railway between 
Monin and Roulors towards Ledeghcm, while 
the 29th Division advanced on Gheluvelt 
assisted by the 35th Division. These two 
divisions wen* supported by the 41st and 
3(>(h Divisions, while the 3lst, 30th and 34th 
l)ivisi«)ns operated towards W’^ytschaete, and 
drov(‘ back the enemy from the ridge there and 



GENERAL SIR H. PLUMER. G.C.B. 
Commanded the British Forces on the Belgian 
Front, September, 1918. 

from Plocgsteojt \\'of>d. Tii spit<‘ of the 
weather, whieli was ineessaiit rain, the British 
troops on Oetober 2 crossed the Lys river 
between Werwieci and Comines and also took 
Lcdcghem. 

The new Freiieli force came into aetion on 
SeptemlxM* 30, deployed about Staden, and with 
tho Belgians went on north of Bonlers in the 
flirection of Thouront. Tht^ (Jerrnans now 
withdrew from Armtuitieres, La Bassee and 
Lille, and the British took Fleurhaix Franco- 
Belgian troops pushed on on October 2 towards 
Hooglede. Tlie German line of withdrawal in 
F'hmders now extended from Armoritieres to 
the south towards Lens, the enemy l)eing 
closely followed by our troops. 

The advance of our First and Third Armies 
cominoneed on the 27th against the formid- 
able obstacle of the Canal du Xord. This in 



THF. TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


447 


its northern portion \va> too forniidabli* an 
obstacle to be carried by direct attack. It 
was therefore determined to ]ias.s it in tlie 
neighl)ourho()d ot Mtenxn*'^, to b\irst through 
the ( Jerinan line, and «leploy the luwth against 
the rear of th(* canal defeiu'es. northern 

part of the attack was covered by a tliiek 
snioke screen. 

The troops on the north «>f tl\e Stmse-* 
made a big demonstration with iniieli artillery 
fire so as to hold tlie (‘iicmy and prevent 
him moving acro.ss tlie Sensee against tin 
flank of the Knglish n'ar assaulting troojis. 

The passage of the Canal du Xord was an 
extremely well-managed maiuenvre. The wliol-‘ 
front was engaged liy fire, but the real attack 
was deliV’Ci’ed soutli of the Ai’r'as-l'ainbrai road 
by the Canarlians, supp(uted by the 11th 
Division and with the otith behind the latt^a, 
arnl aided liy (JiTI tanks. 'PIk* (^inadians. when 
thi'v crossed, spread out towards tlie Bouilon 
direction, whilst tli<* 1 Ith Division (‘oming after 
them turned northward with its left flank :5tM» 
yards fi*om th(‘ barragi* put down by our guns 
along the foot of the high ground l)(‘hind the 
ciKMiiy in th(‘ canal (h‘ft‘n(M\s and marsh(‘s. Tla* 
otitli, when it got across the canal, went uj) 
bcdwecn tli* I Ith and the canal, ch'aring out 


the (^ennan defi'nees, the advaiK'u being pro* 
tected by a mlling barrage. 

Kvery preparation haiT been made for the 
attai-k, and our m(‘n w'(‘n' well jirovidi'd with 
.M*aling laddi rs. hiit thi' larger portion of the 
troops apjiear to have made their w'ay <low'n 
on the ('ounterscarp side, and I Iw'ii to have 
elamlieri'il u[' on the esi'arp side, b\' tiu'irown 
eltoits. 'I’he rain on th«' prtMM'ding night- mad«’* 
tlH‘ grouuti slippery, but. hardly hindered the 
progrt'ss of the assault. Here tiu' disadvantage 
ol I he ahsi-iice »>f actual flank difl'ene*? of the 
canal wiis cliairly show n. Our troojis could not 
ha\ecn»ssed it had then* been any iletVnce of 
this kind until it had beiai absolutely silene(*d. 

Immediately behind tin- (Miial line and at 
\arying distaiK'cs from close to somt‘ HIM) yai’ds 
behind it was a line of stiong trencht‘S enven'd 
by wire taitangleiiKMits. 'riiis was abandoned 
by the enemy with \ (‘iy little resistance. About 
TlM) yanls farthei* back there was another 
triMK'li line known t») ns as the Sow trench, 
and h(‘n‘ ratIuM* more resistance was nu't 
with, but e\en in I his instaiu’e the resistance 
was pati'hy : luui* and there* portions ludel 
out well, but geMU'rally speaking the' line 
was abandon(*d without any gre*al resistance. 
A thousand yards fartlua- te.> tliei i(*ar was 



[Belgian official photograph, 

BIG GERMAN HOWITZER CAPTURED IN THE FOREST OF HOUTHULST. 
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{fjelqian official phoh/>ra f>h, 

EMPLACEMENT OF A GERMAN BIG GUN INTENDED FOR BOMBARDING 

DUNKIRK. 


tho IliinliMibur^ Support, Liu<? covered by 
deep belts of wire entaii^^leiiuMits, but liere 
a.j»aiii tlif' foiniidable nature of th(‘ defenet's 
set'iiiH to lia,v(' j^ivc'ii v(*ry little heart to the 
men wlio occupied them, Ix'cause they were 
driven out aftiM* a very inadecjuah* resistance. 

Dy these o[)emtions a consulerablc lengtli 
of the Canal du Nord laid fallen into 
our liands, and the i*iiy:inei‘rs at once pro- 
c(*e(U'd to make hi’ifl^(*s over it to facilitati^ 
the ]aissa>j;e of ti'oops and ^j:nns. 'I’he 
bridginp: material had Ixhmi carefully pre- 
parc'd Ix'forehand, was lai<l down with th(' 
^ri'atest celeiity despitt' th»' artilkay tin* of 
the Germans, and was ?nost irallantly ])laceil in 
position. As soon as the Gernum <Iefences had 
be(*n caiii('d, li^ht puns wen* ov(’r and wint. 
forward at a rapid pace to su])port the infantry ; 
nu'tlium and heavy puns followed rapitlly. 
Three trestle and pontoon bridges were in 
position by (1.30 in the morning, and four tw'o- 
way crossings for horse tratlic. guns, ammuni- 
tion and mobiles by 11 o'clock. T’o these were 
quickly added jnore light bridges and others 
for the heavy artillery. Their medium and 
heavy guns followeil up the advance rapidly. 

It went forward almost w’ithout a check, 
and so rapully, that many hostile batteries 


wen^ taken biToro tla^y could gt‘t into ]H)sition. 
Graincfi^irt was the only point at whi(th any 
great resistance was offered, and it was not till 
late in the day tliat it. was surrounded and 
captured by the O.'hd Division. Meanwhile the 
57th Division, under Major-General W. K. 
Barnes, had })ushed forw ard to the east beyond 
Anneux and Fontaine-not re-Dame, thus turning 
tile southern side of the Bourlon Wood. 

The objective of the Canadians, wlien they 
had })assed tla* canal, was Bourlon village and 
wood. The wood had been heavily bombed 
by gas shells cajitured from the Germans, and 
fired from their guns which our men had taken. 
Jt was completely filled with gas and could not 
be entered, but the village was carried by the 
•1th Canadian Division, while the .‘Ird Canadian 
Division, under Major-General F. O. W. 
Loomis, passed through the southern outskirts 
of Bourlon Wood before 11 a.m. The wood 
was thus surrounded, and w^as completely 
abandoned by tht^ enemy. Thus once 
more this formidable position, the capture of 
w’hich had cost so much blood in the previous 
year, was wholly in our possession On tlie 
left of our advance, the 1st Canadian Division 
captured early in the day Sains-lez Marquion 
to the north of Ma'uvres, mid wav between the 
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roads to Arras and Bapaunio, and then advanced 
with the 11th Division {under Major (Jeneral 
H. R. Davies) on its left and took Haynecourt. 
The 11th Division then assaulted and secured 
Epinoy and Oisy-le- Vender. The eth Division 
of the XXll. Corps, whieh was on the left of 
our line, cross(‘d tht^ canal and cleared the 
Oernians out of Saueliy -Cauchy and Sauchy- 
Lestr^o, and thoii, inclining to its left, captureil 
Palluel on the soutlu'rn hank of the Senset^ river, 
thus securing the left flank. At the end of the 
day o\ir troops had reached the line Beaueain|)- 
Ribecourt — Fontaimi - notre - Dame — east of 
Haynecourt -Kpinoy-Oisy-lc- Verger, ami had 
taken over 10,000 prisoners and 200 guns. 

To the right of the main att ack the 'lliird 
Army also crossed tin* canal. At Heaiieamp 
the (Germans resist(Ml strenuously and madr 
.several strong counter-attacks to stop the 
|)rogr(\ss of our troops, but in spite of all tlu‘ir 
effoi’ts the 5th and 42nd Divisions lirmly 
established their ])ositit)n on the right flank 
between neaucamp and Ribecourt. 'Fhe 3rd 
Division and the Coiards also forced a passage* 
across the canal in spite of v<'ry heavy tire 
from mHchi?»(‘-guns ami artillery and eaptunsl 
Ribeeourt and Fles<juiei’(‘s. The Cuards 
Divi'^ion \mder Major-( leneral 'F. C». Afatheson 


then to()k Orival Wood and ma<Ie good up 
to Preiny Chapel. Here the 2nd Division, 
undtT Major-( Jeiu'ral F. l‘ereii‘a, continued 
tlie movement. In the centre of the attack 
the oTtli l)i\'ision had already pri*|)ared bridge- 
ht‘a<ls wliidi enabh'd the passagt^ over the canal 
to be math* securely, and by thesis tins 52n(l 
Division, iindt‘r Majoi*-Ceneral (1. Marshall, 
passed, doing on, tht'y cariled the derman 
defcncis .east of the can.d an<l g.iincd the 
higlu r groinul overlooking draim'tairt. On 
thi‘ h‘ft of the 52nd was the t)!hd Division, 
wathtlu' 4th and 1st. (^inadian I )i\ isions, umha* 
th(‘ i'ommand of Ma jor-th'iier.d Sir D. Watson 
and Major (leni'ral A. C. MacDonell. 'Fh(*s(» 
thr(‘e divisitais advamsHl whih- it was still tlark 
down the wt'stern bank of thr* canal b<*tw('en 
MoMivr<‘s and Sains-h'/.-Mar(|ni<)n. In the gr«\y 
light of dawn th<\v e»\rried the canal with a. rush 
and advamsMi on draim'ourt, Anneux, Rourlon 
ami the slopc>s to the noith of the latter village. 

'Fhe whoU^ mameiivre Wiis an excelU'iit 
t‘xamph» of tactics. 'Fri)ops on the north of 
the St'iisee guarded thi* flaidc of those to the 
south of it. 'Fhe canal was paisst'd on a narrow 
front ami tia* troops then spreaul out t.o a- wide 
one proof of greait teclinicjd ability on the 
]>art of all (‘oncenied. 
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Although we had employed no pi’eliminary 
bombardment to speak of, our barrage was 
so devastating that it completely kept under 
the fire of the garrisons and absolutely dis- 
heartened them. The Oerman artillery seems 
to have been especially affected, for its reply 
to our guns was feeble. 

The result of the day’s lighting was v<M*y 
striking. The Jfindenburg Line of dt*fence was 
completely broken through, the high ground in 
front of Camhrai was captured, thousands of 
prisoners had been taken iiikI a largo nuinbea* 
of (Jerinan guns. The whole British line hatl 
been pushed forward 7,000 yards. 

On September 28 the British advance was 
continued, and Gouzeaucourt, Noyelles-sur- 
TKscaut, Fontaine -not re -L)amo and Sailly 
were taken. Marcoing was an important 
point, as hero our troops secured the passage 
over the Escaut Ganal, and this facilitato<l 
tlio advance on Ganihrai. On the Sensf'o 
AubencVieul-au-Bae was ea|)tured, insuring 
against any enemy reaction over the Staisee 
Canal at this point. 

On the same date the First Army again 
pushed forward against tho Germans who 
were covering the high ground betwcH»n Cambrai 
and the Sens6e inai'slu's, whi<*h was noe<^ssa.ry 
so lojig as he detenniiKHl to hold on t<i Camhrai. 
Tho defence was stubborn, but tho Hindenburg 
Line about Maivoing was defmiU'ly broken. 

The Fourth Army began a heavy bombard- 
ment of the Gennan lines opptjsod to them 
on tho morning of September 27, and continued 
it the whole of that day and the next. So heavy 
was our fire tliat tho enemy’s troojjs practically 
abandoned tho front line of tnmehes and took 
refuge in their dug-outs and tunnels, while the 
barrage, which exteiuled back behiial these, 
was of .so intemse a charaett^r that it com()let<*ly 
stoppe<i ammunition and food being brought 
up to the Germans thus cut olf. 

On Scptemb<jr 29 came the turn of tla? 
infantry of the British Fourth Army, which 
a<lvanccd to the attack on a front of 12 miles 
between Holnon and V'eridhuille, covered by 
a very heavy artillery barrage?. Tho troops 
employed were tho II. American Corps with the 
IX. BritLsh under General G. W. Read, and the 
III. Corps with a strong force of tanks provided 
by the British and Americans. It will be 
remembered that the right of the Fourth Army 
was in connexion with the French First Army, 
and this too continued the line of attnek in 


th<' neighbourhood of St. Quentin. On the 
left of tho Fourth Army tho V. and IV. Corps 
of tln' Third Army attacked at an early hour 
between N^Midhuille ami Mareoing and had 
iieavy fighting at Villei's-Guislain, (ilonnelieu 
and Welsh Ridge. 

On the Fourth Army front the Kith Division, 
under Major-Gem‘ral (J F. Boyd, displayed 
groat gallantry in tho direction of Ihdienglise — • 
a very difficult position take. It lay iu the 
laaitl of the t^seaut (’anal, which after rutmiiig 
south from Ih^llie<^ui*t turns sharply to tho 
east towards tho Lcs 'Pnaiqiiov tui\m‘l. Some 
of the tro*»p‘< wt'rt* ecpiippetl with life-belts, 
otIuM-s passed on rafts and en^ssetl tlie wt sfern 
arm of thc‘ canal at llellenglise ami to llu^ 
north of it. Otliei-s went o\'i*r the canal by 
foot hr*idg«‘s which t ht' <‘m‘iiiy laid haci no timi> 
to <lestroy, while many, ciropping ilowii the 
sheta* side of fla; tauial wall ami swimming 
or wading f o the far si(h% elimlsvl up to assault 
the German trtau'hes on tlu^ easfern hank. 
Such troops as thest^ wta'o not taisy to stop. 
Overrunning the. front liiie of these trenclu's, 
they swung to tht' riglU and took the (ha’imin 
dt‘feixe(*s along flit* eastern arm of tlje (‘anal 
and on tlu‘ Ihgh ground to tlu‘ south of it, in 
flank and nair. 

'Pho direction of attat'k was nm‘X- 

pe(;fod hy t he (h'rmans, w ho lost, many oat t erics 
of artillery which could not, he withdiiiwn 
l>efore the llritish intantry w(‘re cm tlaan, 
and largi' mimbers of pi-isom*rs as well. So 
w’cll was th«^ attack ilesigm'd and earii(*d nut 
and so gallant, weit^ the troops, tliat this one 
division alone took prisoinMs and 7(» guns. 

Fart h<e- south, tlie Fourth Airiiy was eipially 
successful, d’he Isr Division, under Miijor- 
Gem*ral P’. I'. Stiiekland, w^ith the fith Division 
covering their Hank, erosstMl tli<‘ ridg<‘ north- 
west of 'Phorigiiy and reached tla* southern 
end of the Le 'Prompioy tunnel. Here tlH;y 
gaituMi touch with tlu‘ :i2nd Division, uhicdi 
Jiad passed through the 4tlth Division afb'r 
it had taken Bellenglisi* and took L<‘haue<xiirt 
ami Magny la-P’osse, thus gaining important 
high ground on tla* eastf'rn side of the St. 
Quentin ( ‘anal, which wais im])ortant for further 
pr 4 »gress. North of Bellenglis(i, fla^ Armaiean 
until Division, under .^^ajor-(^em‘^al K. M. 
Lewis, having broken through th»‘ d<?o[> de- 
fences of thc3 Hind(*nbnrg J.iine, stornuMl Belli - 
<;ourt and seized Naurexy. On their lc‘ft the 

• 'J’hc* K'^caul Canal is called tlio St, Quentin Canal to 
the sou til of Bant uuzellc. 
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27th American DiviHion, under Major-Ocneral 
J. K. O' Ryan, pressed on as far as Rony. 
They met on their way witii severe enfilade 
fire from the liiKh Kioimd, but in spite of it 
presse<l steadily on. The fighting on the 
whole front of the If. American Corps was 


I 



{O/fKttil photonfaph. 

WHERE THE MEN OF THE 46th DIVISION 
SWAM THE CANAL. 

very sovoro, and at many points in tho Ilinfloii- 
bur^ d<'fcnc*c»s sti'onpj l^odios of onomy 

htdd out willi obstinacy for many hours, 

but these \vi*ie gradually ov(M(*om<' (dther by 
su[)porli troo])s of t lie Ainei*iean divisions 
or l>y tiu> rith ami Hi’d Australian Divisions 
nnd<*r Mnjor-( haieral .1. .1. Hobbs and 

,r. (hdlibrand, which came up ludiiiul tla^ 
AnuM-ican troops, wlio passi^d ovt'r the toj) of 
tlu^ tuniud anti went on farther. 

(^n the left of the attack tlu^ 12th and 18tb 
.Divisifins were employeil against the slopes 
above Vendhuille, from which tliey completely 
cleareil the cncuuy. Mcanwhih* tlu‘ Third 
Army, on the left of the Fourth Army, captured 
Masnien's and the crossings tliere over tho 
Kscaut (\vnal, and then pn'ssed on towards 
tlu' iiutskirts of (^unbrai, while north-west 
of that town tho (^anadian (hrps progres.sod 
on the north-west, taking St. Olh^ on the road 
from Arras to C^anibrai and Sancourt on tho 
road from Diiuai to (^unbrai. Tho Hritish 
attacks wore continued without intonnission 
during the next two days. 

On Septombor 30, tho capture of Thorigny 


and Le Tronquoy by the 1st and 32nd Divisions 
completed the possession of the Le Tronquoy 
tunnel and enlarged the gap in the Hinden- 
burg Lino. The Gormans then retired from 
Villor.s-Guislain and Goimoliou on the west 
bank of tho Escaut Canal, the retreat from 
which across tho canal was now threatened 
by the passage of our troops at Vendhuille, 
aud they retired behind it. 

After tho Americans on September 28 had 
passed over the Tronquoy tunnel and taken 
Xauroy anti Bellicourt, it was necessary to 
clear out the (Hermans who had been passed 
over and had remained behinil in the tunnel. 

’^riie latter was one of the most remarkable 
(^nginctM-ing works in this part of Franco. Tt had 
been opened by tho groat Napoleon in 1802. 
'riicro wf»re wide roadways on either side of 
(he canal itself capable of accommodating 
st‘veral thonsaiid iimn, and the (Jei-mans had 
dug galleries into the trench work from the 
<‘ast which were nearly as wid(^ and were 
c»omfortal)ly arranged for shelter. Beneath 
the ovcrheail cover of earth, the (Hermans in 
this shelter had been safe from tlu^ heaviest 
bombardment, and there were only one or 
two ])laees wliere a chance heavy shell had 
managefl to penetrate. 

'riie clearing out was done on Sej>tomber 30 
by the Australians, who had very hard fight ing 
and v'ory strenuous work to (Mjm].)lete this very 
m'cessary o]>eratiou, for tho tunnel had ex- 
tremely strung dehmec's and many ramifieatiuiis 
both east and west back to the (Herman lines, 
giving opportunities l)t)fh for eseape and rein- 
forceiucuts. Tii the ireuches and down in 
tlic tunnel, tight ing of the most (h.‘termined 
charact<*r went on while tho Australians slowly 
pressecl their way onward, elearing out the 
various |)oiuts. I>i\ e prisoners to the nuinbta* 
of loO ^\ere taktai, and an immense number 
of dead (Hermans w(‘re left in the tunnel. 

Tlie tunnel was preparer i for blowing up 
at tlie proper time, b\it happily our infantry 
managed to eapHire the (Herman pioneers wlio 
were in eharge of this business. They liar I 
already commoneed to cut some of 4 he leads, 
Init wertJ told that if they ditl not dis- 
connect the whole of them, and so make the 
place comparatively safe, our troops would 
leave tht'm in tho tunnel while our men watched 
carefully o\itside. This was sufHcaent, and 
tho whole of the mines were disconnected. • 

On October 1 and 2 the fighting round 
Cambrai was extraordinarily severe. General 
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von Below had issued an order, “ Cambrai 
must not fall.” At daybioak on Oetobor 1 
the Canadians went forward to dispute this 
dictum. Covered by a vigorous barrage, to 
which the rierinans replied five minutes later, 
they move<l towards tlu^ Kseaut ('anal north of 
the town so as to take the bridge-heads over the 
canal north-east of Cambrai, and to push back 
the enemy beyond it. This would have plac'ed 
in their possession all the high ground exteiuling 
between thii SeiistH'. and the town, th<» c^apture 
of which wouM havt^ greatly affected the 
Cerman position at (’’ambrai itself. Tor if 
the canal were ]iass<Ml, the advance to the 
Selle over open groiuid was easy and would 
threaten the retT‘»*at of the Cermans from thc‘ 
town. 

The line to whi(*h the (Jermans clung Wiis 
roughly that of the Douai -(.'ainbrai road south 
of the Sensei* ; to the north of the riv(*r it had 
been cut by our troops on the 2tMh. 'riie 
tjerman Supreme Command also attachi'd 
grt^at importance to r<‘straining our iid\anee 
to the north of this town on both sides of the 
Sc'nstk*. Mhich formed, indei'd, tin* key of that 
portion of the* Cerman lines wluch I'xtendiMl 
from this town to the north. If it should fall, 
retreat from the front of l..rns to th(‘ south 


became a necessity, for otherwise the troops 
there would be liable to be cut olT, '^I’he 
advance of our troops south of the Seiisee 
hail bi*c‘n coveroil by th<^ VUI. and the XXII. 
(\>rps. which had moved forward sonunvhat 
in echi'lon and behind the Cauailian troops. 

'Fhi* whole of the area over which the ad- 
vance was maih* hail been well organized for 
defence, and the Cermans fought despiu'ately 
to stop our troops. Against the Canadians 
with the I 1th British Division on their It'ft-, 
and the British divisions which were fighting 
from the Sensen river to the south, then' had 
bi'en l«*d to the attack sinci^ Sejitembia’ 27 
some 12 divisions. 'There were still six left 
for counter-attack, viz., the 1st (Juard Heservi' 
Division, the 22t)th, the 2!l4th, the 2<>th, 207th 
and the 22nd, witli a. lai’gt> numbi'r of guns 
to support- them. 'The first- line of (h'rman 
ili'fence was, as has been said, the Caiiibrai- 
Douai road; then behind it came the lini» 
of railroad leading from (’ainbrai to the 
same town, which runs in an iiaeguiar I'urve at 
a. distance varying from 200 to I ,.''>00 yards fr om 
it. Division after division was sent up against 
our attacking troops only to be smaslii'd back 
by our overwlu'hning artillery fire, supple- 
mented by machine-gun and rifle fire from 



[Frctiih official photograph, 

THE BRIDGE OVER THE ST. QUENTIN CANAL WHICH WAS SAVED BY THE 

46th DIVISION. 
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o\ir infantry. More than once our men were 
compelled to retire before the vigour of 
the counter-attacks. This occurred at B16court 
and Thilloy and Bantigny. Still our men, 
though occasionally driven back, returned to 
the attack and consistently pushed the enemy 
l)<^for<^ them. I’articularly severe were the 
(Jennaii counter-strokes made up along the de- 
pression through which the Bantigny brook 
ran, which afforded consklerable cover to the 
at tacking columns. Some idea of the intensity 
of the struggle may bo gained from the fact 
that one ht^avy battery fired on October 1 
1,600 shells At B16court the Germans had 
many well covered machine-gun nests, but 
these wore carried in succession, while the 
masses of tlw* enemy w<u’e torn to pieces by 
our artillery firt\ 'riie attack was prtissed with 
HU(^h vigour that by 0 o’c^lock in the morning 
the line of thi‘ Kscaut Canal was reached from 
the outskirts of Cambrai through Morenchies, 
the Pont d’Aire and llamillics, while the 11th 
l^ivision continiKnl the lino to the north, 
storm€id Kfiinoy an<l ma<le t heir way along the 
railway and tlio Stsiscs^ riv'cr east of Oisy-lc- 
V<M*ger to Aubencheul-cn-Ba<‘. 

On October I th<^ IX. and th(‘ Australian 
Corps, acting in (H>nj unction with the Fii*st 
Frc^nch Army under General Deboiiey, wont for- 
ward, ami Bevcrgitvs, to the east of behaucourt, 
was takeji by the I12nd Division. 

'The success to the north of St. Quentin 
rendered tin? position of the Germans there 
dangerous, ami this was ac(!entuated by the 
capture of Jonc<.)urt, Kst rees and Bony by the 
Australians. The t'nemy therefore began to 
abandon the town during the night, ami 
J)(‘heney’s troops, which were* acting tai 
tla^ riglit of the Australians, pushed on on 
the het'Is of the retrcsating Germans and 
then, wheeling up, occupied the edge of the 
c*anal beyoml the town, between Houvroy 
a.ml Le Tronquoy. Small parties of the enemy 
clung to the eastern edge of St. Quentin, but 
wt*re <lriven out during the night and the 
town coinpletc'd occupied. In the south the 
Hindenburg position was pemd rated up to 
a mile and a half to the south of (.huichy, 
and this lino was now bi-oken on a front ex- 
tending from Bellenglise up to Estr6es, and 
our troops were advancing beyond it. Tlie 
fall of St. Quentin was an important gain for 
the Allies. Coupled with that of Cambrai, 
which wn^s now imminent, it compelled the 
Germans to continue their retreat. 


St. Quentin liad suffered a great deal 
from the bombardment and from German 
treatment. The beautiful church was very 
severely damaged, and so were many other 
prominent edifice.s in the town, as, for example, 
the 13th century H6tel de Ville on the Grande 
Place. A great deal of the destruction w'as, 
of course, wanton, and the day on which the 
Allies occupied the town fires were lit by the 
(Germans in many parts of it. 

In the Cambrai I'egion the Now Zealand and 
.3rd Divisions took C^mve(!Ourt ancl Rumilly 
on the south of (Cambrai, while north of that 
town the Canadian Corps took the high ground 
west of Bamillics and cleared Blecourt. 

Priissed in front, whilst their retreat was 
threatened by the advance of the Third Army 
from th«» south, the Gc*rinans began gradually 
to withdraw, 'fhe high groimtl was won and 
the ca[)ture of Cambrai was only a question 
of time. Patrols, indecMl, had already pene- 
trated into the outskirts. 

The defeat of the Germaii attaetks was xery 
largely due to the magnificent shooting of 
our artillery, who poured an unceasing fire 
on the advancing troops. 

On October I fires were seen burning in 
Cambrai, which looked as if it was about to 
be abaiuloiKMl. 

In tla^ fighting of the last five days the 11th 
and 56th Divisions, fighting with the Canadians, 
luul taken 150 guns aiul 5,000 prisoners. 

On October 2 the Humilly Beaurevoir line 
was burst on a length of eight miles by the 
North Midland and American Divisions. Th«^ 
villages of Preselles ami Sequehart were 
<nipturod, but the last was siibsequently 
re taken by the Germans. Close beliind this 
line ami to the east of St. Quentin, which was 
now cpiife clear of Germans, lay the v^alley 
of the Oise, through which ran the (ierman 
lines of communication with J^a Fere, Laon 
and the St. Gobain Forest, which were also 
threatened by the. advance of the French Fifth 
Army, now under Guillaumat. 

Gcn'inan views on the situation are as usual 
interesting if not informing rea<ling. 

Major Fndres, in the AJunrhener Neiteste 
Xarhrirhten^ admitted that the situation had 
not been so serious since the Battle ^of the 
Marne in 1914. 

The German wireless of September 14 stated 
that the 

English in f»pite of thoir gains of territory on September 2 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR. 


455 


north ot Qiidant, for which the Soots and 1 he Canailians 
wore sacrificed, could not cn)ss beyond the lino drawn 
for them by the Germans wleoh ran from Arloux to 
Mcauvros. Behbid this tliere was tlio Wotan position 
and a still further defensive syst<«in, and the German 
Army is still strong enough to stop in the open field 
the British assault. 

HoWitsvor, while some (huinaii aiitliorities 
engaged in pointing out the great numerical 
superiority of tlie KiitfMite, otliers were more 
concertied with consoling the (German pc'ople 
by painting in the blackest colours ‘‘ the 
appalling losses sulYered by the Kntente during 
the last six months.” 


neither our losses in material nor in man-power 
were any tiling like what the Germans had 
suffered sinee the offtMisivt' return of Augusts. 
Gddke was bold enough to place the losses of tlie 
Kreneli, Knglish and Americans, ” inchisivi\’ 
ho athis, “ of their eoloureil brethren, during 
till' last <iix mouths nt from l,r>0d,000 to 
1, 7 ">0,000 men, which ought to bring near b) 
<*very iiuman lu'art the desire to bring the 
wholesale slaughter to an end.” ddiero was a 
constant hni-ping in tlu‘ (hu'inan Pri\ss on this 
i|iiestioii of hlai'k troops. Now it is pi^rfeetly 



Giidke, in the I'^orwacrfs of Septcanber 17, 
took tliis lime 

n'hc w«*tikfning of I ho Kiitonto war-powor has tiikf'ii 
pla<!o to a very largo oxtont. Fooli’.s couiitor-thriists 
would havo boon rnuoh moro rlangoroiiH if tho iittaoking 
strength of his French and Fiigli.^h Armies liar! not boon 
lessoned. .-Vll thoir glorious ropfirt.s do not ini'-k^ad 
their atlversafies h.s to the fact that they batl n'a<'h*‘d 
nothing deei.'-ive, but, on the eontrary, tho rightly 
timed withdrawal of tlio German Army has rlcprivial 
them of their })ooty. Kvou if fine believe*! their state- 
ments conc’e.rning the number of f»risoners uiid eupGire*! 
gims, the fact remains tluit I lie booty in prisoni'rs niifl 
war material wliieh we se<*iirta| in the last six months 
exceeds theirs by more tlian double. 

This, of course, is an absolutely ridiculous 
travesty of fact. \Vc did lose heavily, vttry 
heavily, in the retreat from the ^farne and to a 
less extent in the northern withdrawal, but 


well known to the whole world that, with the 
exception of h'reneli African troops and a 
certain niimht*r of ingrot's in the Amci*ican 
Army, th<‘n^ wt*r(‘ no black troops in the 
Kntente fighting liia*. 

It was, of course, very diflicailt for the 
German .uithoritics to h«* contiruiaJly preparing 
aiiti<lotes with a vi(*w to ov^(‘reoming the <dfect 
of tlie continiicil Allieil siiccc‘ssr*s against their 
troops. Heference to any map must have 
shown the average* (h*rman that without 
ceasing for a month anel a half tho ( humans hoej 
been drivcui back ; and nior<*over, th»*so authori- 
ties themselves must liavo known that they hod 
be«m forc*ed to retire, abandoning a largo 
amount of mate 'rial, gr<*Ht numbers of weapons 
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Minii-t y 'if Information . 

SOME OF THE GERMAN PRISONERS. 



and many thonsandu of iinvvuimtlod pri- 
Lionel's. 

V\ ith iH^gard to tho figltting against tho 
Ainoricai^is, vve aro at ono nioiuont toUl that 
thf' St. Alihiol rotiroinent had b€>en carrio<l out 
in accon lance with ijlan and was quite suec€‘ss- 
ful. No admissions w»'re made as tt> the* numbc'r 
of prisoners taken or material captured, and 
then, a few tlays aft(*i\vards, tliey were 
compelled to admit that, the St. Miliiel salient 
had be(*n completely abandoned ! 

W'riting after the fighting of St. Alihiel, 
von Ardeniu' points out, what was the ease, 
that tho salient was a dangerous one* and could 
scarcely be held wlaai attacked on aill sides. 

An interc'sting contribution to the tactics 
of the War was marie by F*d:>ius in the Neur 
Frvie Presse of SepteinTna* lo, in \^•hich drvds 
with the tank question. lie points out “how 
import aiit ha^e been the n'sults obtained by 
this nc'w weapon.” AnimarUerting on the 
fii*st type employed by tlie l^ritish, for instance, 
at ( 'ambral, ho points out that these were slow 
and somewhat clumsy, and the consequence 
was that large numbers of them were put out 
of action, but the typo was improved and tho 
tank became more* mobile and more rapid. 
Then greater results were obtained. He 
endorses the statement of the Xew Stnfesnian 


wiiicli wrote on August 17 : “ The Franco - 

Jlritish victory on August 8 anrl tho French 
victory on August 10 were undoubtedly tho 
most successful offensive operations of the 
Allies on the W'r^stern Froirt. '^rhey w'cre 
obtained by the latr'st strategic method — 
crjinphqe surprise- inrl a new inethorl iu 
tactics, the improved use of an im])roved typo 
of tmk.” He then gr)es on to point out why 
the nt*w arm was so rdfective. 

Tiiiik'^ cHfi ho inasvjofl in a vory short timo holiind any 
givisi section ami run thoivfore opt rate witli tho 
iiiiixiiniiiu of surprise. Bad visibility is no obstnele 
mist or fogi. but rather an advantage. They ctui 
attack ono point to-day and bo elsewhere to-morrt)\v, 
r«‘a<ly for a.m>ther aftaek without prolongetl preparatifui. 
All these point to their great advantage over the 
artillery, whereas artillery can only out wire and blot 
tmt trenc’hes with an enormous ('xpeiiditure of aTur|Ui- 
nitioii, the tank .lakes all these obstacles with the 
greatest eas*» and makes broad paths along which the 
Hflvancing infantry can follow’. 'I’hcy are the most 
dangenais foe to machinc-gnn.'- : they can approach 
machine. gun nests an<l <lestroy them at rlo.se range. 
'Pile great clanger of the tank is obvious when one 
consitlers that the defence of the front battle zone 
generally relies on the defensive value of the inuebine- 
gun, and the armour of the tank renders it invulnerable 
to ritle.fi re and only seldom and in exceptional cases is 
inachinf*-gnn fire effective. The infantry is therf'fore 
(ipposed to an enemj'^ to whom it can do little or no harm. 
Tho tank a>so plays tho chief part when the front linea 
hewt; once been broken through, as o’wing to its mobility 
ami .spr'ed it forma the best mean.s of following up a 
success. Here it plays the part which was formerly 
allotted to the Cavalry, although only up to a certain 
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point, as the tank is not able to roly entirely on itself. . . 
The tank is of all arms the most snitnblo for obtaining a 
break-through. Dut this is only true of it in a ground 
suited for manoeuvre. • • • • It is not a complete substitute 
for artillery. It is a i»ew arm which, cooperating with 
the other arms, enormously increases the strength of 
the attack. ... A cpnsidc^rable number of tank'^ have 
been partly shot to pieces, but evidently not in sudleient 
numbers to stop their elTcctivo use. 

Tho author appears to think that tho best 
means of combating tanks is to use tanks which 
liave a small gun tiring with a kind of case-shot 
or a small shell which would destroy a tank at 
short range. He also points out tho value of 
water as a defence, and this seems to have been 
used to some extent, at any rate, on tho Cerman 
front. 

Towards tho end of the month, the (lerman 
critics in the face of the continuous successes 
were getting very angry. In the Tciglische 
Rundschau (Jonei-al von Lic'bert exclaims, 
“ laying has become a natiotial <*haraet eristic 
of the British. They sccuu no longer able to 
tell the tr\itli.” (.V^loiiel (Jiidke, on tho otlier 
hand, in t-lie Vorwdrts, takes a more rational 
view. “The eiu'iny is seeking to crush the 
military forces of tlie Central l*owcrs by a 
simultaneous mighty joint cxiM'tioii of his 
numerical superiority and technical fighting 
moans.” He admits that success is on the sid<^ 
of the Kntcnte, and that, the point of t he Fraiieo- 
American oft’eusivo at 8t. Mihit'l was veuy well 
chosen and had been begun with great <^nergy 
and tliat the Allies had gaine<l the first sueeess. 
On the other haml, the Frankfurter Zeltun[f 
of {September 22 was convinced tliat tlu^ 
Siegfried ]}ositioii was quite capable of resisting 
tho most violent assaults, and would remain im- 
pregnable so long as tJie f lerman trendies and 
batteries wrro, occupied by iiuui who wer^^ con- 
vinced of the absolute necessity of hoMing out. 
As they yidcknl to tJie Alli(*d attacks the 
dt^duction is obvious. 

The Frankfurter Zeitnng of Se])tember 29 
liad the following remarks on the situation : — 

At tho moiuoiit wlioii wo s<»<*inorl tn bo oliiribing to fh»* 
summit of martial suoof'ss, a rovorsci ov'ortook ns. A 
ff'w woek'-i agtJ it still sc-oiu^mI if our armios w'on* v«*ry 
iioar to thoir final g(ml. orii>hing tlu* onomy’s armios 
and tho winning of IVaoo, atul now what a turn thi* 
titlo, Threatoiiod on all sitlfs, our armios aro fighting 
w'ilh thoir utmost str<*ngth to a\'oi‘t dofoat, tlio tragic* 
oharactor of wliioh is uiiparnlIc*lod. 'I’hc* vic*w that tho 
Wostern w-ar theatro was tho main thc*atre has, dc^.pito 
ovoiits in tho Balkans, not provod incorroot, and tho 
foiling of tho troiuondous hroak-1 hrough blow has 
hitherto boon markod by tho host siiccoss and is still thc' 
sure basis of our entire position. Hut the* assumption tliat 
our artixs in tho \Vost crossed the limits which, in the 
course of tho four years of War, have so manifestly 
bcjon drawn for us has proved false. Xocossnrily that 
is the decisive factor. What shall our objocts be based 


on ? On necessity unanswerable necessity, on tho 
greatness of the danger, on the fearful burden of historic 
responsibilities w*hich rests on our people in thi>. fateliil* 
hour of German and of Kiiro|K‘an history. Wo must 
get through or \ve are lost. 

But after all thin eomparativoly lucid ap- 
preciation of file situation, the old leaven still 
w’orking in tho writer leads him to wind up with 
the following statement : — 

'i’he grt'al biitth* in France is taking a favourablo 
course for Us. Tho enemy’s efforts aii* abstilulely 
tremtuuloiis anti our military hurden (piite unparalleh*d ; 
nev<*rt heless, the assailants’ success in tho pix'sent 
double battle is ft»r the jiri'seiit tjuite slight, Kast of 
tli«* .Vrgiuuie the Amt*rieaiis liave ereatisl ii pronounced 
indentation, hut in eonse<pienee t>f our elastic defence 
ami the tinu'ly barring of the way they have been 
unable to <lerive any f'-rther lul vantage from this, 'rhe 
p(‘netralion t»f on*' position /one before Gambrai is only 
so far a partial siieet'ss. 'The (%imhrai sector is a part 
of tlu* fr the ilefe of which ile uls at 

-Oohmcl vnii Ostensa<*ktui in tlu^ 
Rhcinisch Wrstfnitsche Zeitumj of September 27 



IN THE HINDENBUKG LINE, 

puts the matter very squarely : “ VVe must 

fight until we have gained victory or sufl’eied 
defeat.” 

The work done by tho British aviators during 
the periotl of fighting just tlescribed had V>een 
very important. They had worked in 
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contact with the advancing infantry and hati 
given the greatest assistance to them. An 
instance may be given of the accurate way in 
which the British airmen carrying out the 
contact work remiored assistance to the advanc- 
ing troops. A two-seater machine wliile en- 
gaged in observing ttie tmemy noted a British 
field battery gHUo])ing u]) to take post in an 
advanced position. They had also observed 
right in the path of the adv’^ancing battery 
a (Jlerrnan machine-gun nest. Realizing the 
iniiniuent- daiigtu* to the JJritish guns, the 
afa’oplane dived down and th«‘ airmen signalled 
to the battery, directing it to turn back. 
This it was just able to rlo as the (ierinan 
machine-guns began to open fire. This action 
of the British aviat(»rs naturally atli'acted the 
(terman acroj)lanes, which were deterjiiiried to 
punish them f(^r robbing tin* machine-guns of 
thi‘ir pi'cy. No fewer than sevenof their machines 
attack('d ours. One of these was ]>rom[)tly 
shot down. At this moment anotluM* ( Jerman 
aviator was scH^n to lu* attacking a British 
artillery machine from behind and below it. 
'Pile pilot of the British attacking a(‘roplanc at 
onc(* dive<l down to tlu^ ihmcuo and succeedeil 
in driving off the attacking (iei-inan ; then, his 
ammuiLitioii being exhausted, he managed to 
shak<‘ himself clear of his assailant and to 
r»‘turii safely to tlie British lint's. 

On another occasion a British pilot was 
attackt^il by sev'eral hostile machines. To 
tleeeiv'e the enemy ho put his machine into a 
spin as if he ha<l involuntarily lost control over 
it. The (Jermans followt'd, diving after the 
scout, who allowed his maehino to fall several 
thousand feet. Apparently this deceived most 
of the (Jermans, who all gave u|) the pursuit 
except one, thinking thc> machine must be 
vitally damaged. The British airman noticing 
this, suddenly pulled his machine out of the 
spin, flattened out and hanking steeply, turnet I 
on his assailant. The Cierman, unable to pull 
up sufficiently quickly, crossed right in front of 
tlu* British ])ilot, who poured in a burst of 
machine-gun lire which sent the (Jerman machine 
crashing to the earth, where it was observed to 
hurst into fi.imes. On his way home, the 
British pilot, flying just above the hetlges, 
dev^oted the remainder of his ammunition to 
scattering several bodies of enemy troops and 
trail sports by his machine-gun fire. 

September Ifi was a notable day in aerial 
fighting. Our aviators brought down 65 hostile 
ih!ftJhines and one was shot tlown by anti- 


aircraft guns, in addition to wliich one hostile 
balloon was destroyed. This great success was 
attained at an expenditure of only 16 of our 
machines ; the fighting was intense all along 
th(^ whole front throughout the day, combats 
taking jilace at a considerable distance behind 
the eru'iiiy’.s linos. Nearly 24 tons of bombs 
were drop[)ed dimng the day and 15 tons during 
the ensuing night. The photographic 
reconnaissance was carried out with great 
completeness, and observation for artillery fire 
was veiy successful ; much damage was re- 
ported on hostile battery positions and many 
fires and explosions were observed. 

On the afternoon of this day, the Independent 
Air Roree made two s(‘parato attacks on the 
aeroplane works and Chemical Factory at 
Mannheim with excellent results. The enemy 
attacked with great vigour and we lost three 
inachiiK's. A Gen i lan aerot I rome nt^ar TTagenau 
was attacked by a sfpiarlron and hurst.s were? 
ubsorvetl on and near the hangars, one of wdiich 
was seen in flamc's. 

On the night of Sept ember 16-17, three hostile 
aeroilromes wen^ attac^kod and good results 
obtained. Once more tlie railways at Metz- 
Sablons and Treves w’ere heavily attacked, and 
fires \v('r<‘ started at the former place. The 
station at Finnkfort was also heavily attacked. 
The night at first w^as calm, but latc'i* high winds 
got up and seven of our machines failed to turn 
up. Aix-la-Cha])ellc was alst) bombed during 
the night. 

The Naval Air Force contingents during 
September 17-18 also did good work, bombing 
Bruges Docks and doing other damage. 

The enemy aircraft were less active on 
September 17, having been so severely handled 
the tlay before ; tlie weather continued fine, 
and our men carrietl out their usual routine 
duties very fully. In the fighting which ensued, 
16 hostile machines were driven down. We 
lost ten. At night w’e bombed three German 
aero< Ironies where hostile squadrons w’ho w'ere 
working in the battle-area w^ero housed. During 
the night three large hostile night-bombing 
maehine.s which came over our lines w^oro 
detected by our search-lights and attacked 
from the air and brought <lown. One of our 
night-flying machines was missing. According 
to the German reports, our men dropped a 
good many bombs on the Rhine area, at 
Maintz, Stuttgart, Frankfurt, Rastatt, etc. 
The amount of damage done was reported as 
being small. 
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September 18 was not remarkable for any 
special fighting in the air. Our machines kept 
touch with our aflvancing troops and assistcnl 
the attacks by bombing ami machine-gun fire 
as well as by rt*porting targets to our artillery. 
There was a cortaiii amoimt of figliling in the 
air, in which sovori entMuy machines were driven 
down with a loss of four of oui* own. 

About this time some long range guns on 
the Frencli side appear to have reached Metz 
with their projectiles. The bombardment does 
not seem to have been t)f a very important or 


Ihe LanzWoiUs at Mtvnnheim and t!ie wharves 
and faittoric's west of l\arlsiiihe were all 
siieet'ssfully attacked. Ifia^t turnaces at tlie 
Muhrhaoh W orks were l>ombed and attacks wi're 
made ou the aerodrom<*s at Ihjulay, Krt'seatv 
aiid M«>rh;mges. 

During the same night, the French night- 
fliers were also active, dropping 18 tons of 
bombs on \ aritnis aia o: homes, part it'ulai I v 
thost* h('|onging to tiu* night bombarding 
scjuailnais, and otj th(' junction ot' important 
railway Iiih'-;. 'I'he aerodi'oines of Stenav an I 



TANKS IN THE CANAL DU NORD. 


[Official photof’ruph. 


eontinuous character and liad little material, 
though (Jermaii accounts show that it had some 
moral, effect. 

On September H) the weather was too bad 
for very much work in the air, hut still the 
aeroplanes, working in clo.se contact with the 
ti oops of the Third and Fourth Armies, managed 
to report a good many of the positions of enemy 
>>atteries, and they also delivered ammunition 
to our machine-gunners in the forw'ard area. 
No flying was possible at night. 

During the night of Septembf'r 20/21 the 
Tmlependent Air Force ditl very good work. 
<ln»pping 17 tons of bombs on various points 


Marvillc^ w ere at t ackl'd, and t he railw ay stat ioi s 
at Ftain, Huzani'ourt and Jaiin'ille. 

On September 2 1 ebaidy and windy wi'ather 
continued to pre\ail on the Ibitish fiont, but 
in spite of this, a large amount of riHrorinoitring 
and ]>horographie w'oi*k was done and many 
artillery patrols W'(*rf' siiece.ssfully carried out. 
''ren enemy maidiines wi'i'c driveri down, and 
during tlie night of Sej>t ember 2 1 /22 thrcf» enemy 
bombing maehiru^s whii'b had bceri detecteil 
by our searchlights w^ere engaged from the 
air and brought down. 

September 22 was again unfavourable for 
work in the air ; still our men contrived ffJ^do 
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CAMBRAi FROM THE AIR. 


a of work an«l brought clown 

of tlic^ cMiciuy's inacliiiiiM witli a loss of 
four t«> miF'sc'l vcv'^. 

During the' to Srplcaubor 2.‘l oiic'^ of 

our sejua, (Irons sucocrssfully attaoko<l 

ail oiioiny iK'roclroino iioar \'al«*!i<*iouu<^s, clroppc'd 
ovc'r four tons of l^ouib-*, aud roturiicd wit bout 
c*asual( y. 

Late* in tho day t^f SopfcnibiM’ 23 tho 
woatluM’ clc^aivd uj), and allhou^li iMioiuy's 
activity Mas sliu:ht aiui iiitcM’init tout, our 
scpiadrons ]>‘.M*sis<ad tlirou^liocit lh<‘ day and 
civcaiiii^ ill thoii- various tasks ; they drove* 
down 1 I liostilc? inaehines, \vhilo two more 
wen* brou^lit down )>y our ant i a i reraft ]3attc»ri<*s. 
After the moon rose our ni^lit diving? squadrons 
attaekc'cl enemy ac'rodrciines, railheads and 
luilincaits with vigour and elfect. dropping 
17\ tons of !)ombs without losing a single 
maehino. 

Nothing ean give a bc'tter idea of tho superior- 
ity gained by our airmen than the fact that 
tiu'^y had now begun to take jirisoners. A 
llritish aeroplane was tired on from a trench 
and a sunken road elcjse by it. The pilot 
diva>d and fired on the hostile battery with his 
fixed machine-gun, killing one man and Nvoutui- 


ing three others. Tho whole CJerman battery, 
to (hc^ number of (io, af once hoistt'd a whitf* 
handkerchief* in token of sur»’endei. dMie pilot 
d(*sc<*ndiMl to ivithin 5h fc'et and ordc^n^d the 
(Jermans out of tlie tiemfi. ddn»y obeyed, and 
then, making th<*ni fall in, lu) drcjvci tlu*ni olf 
in the direction of the Tlritish linc‘s. 3’'dying low 
and circling round t hc*m, he earc*fully shepherded 
tin* party across No Man’s Land and handed 
them over to the* near(^st British troops. 

Among ot h(*r instance's in wfiich during 
thc^ ( Jennan retreat the Britisli machines 
playe«l Jiavoe amongst the* hostile infantry, a 
British two-seatc'i* whilst on patrol ohservt'd a 
party of oO Ch*rman infantry. Diving swiftly 
the' pilot du>]>j)ed t wo bombs before the (lermans 
had time* to disperse, knocking over about 30 
of the party, the survivors scattering wildly 
in all direct ions ; eontiriuing the patrol and 
flying very low', the British plane sighted an 
amniuuition eolunin, into which the ohservor and 
pilot fired 200 rounds fnan tlieir machine-guns, 
causing many casualties and stampeding the 
remainder. They next dispersed another party 
of infantry and finally a machine-gun post. 
3’hon, with their ammunition practically ex- 
hausted, they returned home. 
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Two other flying officers who had before 
distinguished themselves hud a series of exciting 
atlveiituros during the course of one fiiglit. 
Observing German guns and limbers on the 
march, they called u]) a British battery by 
wireless and directed its fire upon the columns. 
A gun and limber were destroyed. Next they 
perceived some more German guns in action 
and, again communicating with the ])atlery, 
they secured the destruction of aiuUher gun. 
Then they divt^l and opened fire witli their 
machine-guns, inflicted many casualtii's on the 
gun crew, and forced the lUMuaindcr of tluaii 
to seek safety in flight. Once na>re they called 
up a British balttu y to fire on a German ai tillery 
<jolumn consisting of five guns, atid, dir<‘cfing 
the British gunnei’s wlua'ti to fire, the' latter 
knockcrl out one gun. Th(^ Geiinan gunntus 
then sought saftdy in a hurried flight, tlu^ 
rcanainder galloping away furiously. 

British aeroplane now swooping down opened 
fire on the leaders. The rest of the e<»himn 
pil(Ml itself up on tlu^ leading giin into a 
struggling mass. Again the British guns wer*' 
calfisl up and a shell w'»is land<sl phitnh on the 
confused heap, eom])letiug the destruction. 

Foui‘ Biitish maehiu<‘s returning from a 
bombing (‘xpiMlition behind tlu*' G<'rman lin<*s 


saw a lino of four eiuany observation balloons. 
I’lu' leader took advantage i>f the opportunity 
anti coinmunieattxl his intentions to the other 
tiu't'o pilots. Tht^y j\rrangt'd themselvtvs in 
line, each piltjt selecting his own sausage 
as a targt't, and ht)re tltiwn on tht'in in a 
headlong divt\ The ( {t'l’inans w ere quite uiiablo 
It) haul down their balloons in time and each 
])ilot. st‘ein-tMl his pit'y, tlu» w holt' four (.jJerman 
balloons falling to lht» t*arth in flamt's. 

St‘j)tt‘ml)t*r was lint', hut elt)utly ; a large 
numht'r t>f pht>tographs wt'rt' taUt'u ; I2J tons 
t»f boinhs wi*i-i‘ di‘oppt‘d ; twt) Gt'rman at*rt)- 
drt)mes anti st‘\'i'ral railway junt*1it)ns being 
ht'UA ily tltised. 'I'hert' was alst) much lighting 
in tilt* air, in whieh o.S tit*rman a\'ia.tt)rs w'ere 
tlrivt‘n tiowii and alst) t‘ight hallt)t)ns. \Vt) lt)st 
10 maeiiint*s. 'Tht^ Krt'iich w’i‘rt) t'tpnilly active, 
anti in adtlilion to dropping livt) (tais of l)t)mbs 
t»n \ iU‘it)us pt)ints ht'hinti I ht) lint', hrt)nght 
tlt)wn niiit) Gi'rmaii at*i’t)[)Iant‘s anti out) t*aptivo 
hallt)t>n. 

fn Iht' lU'xt few' days (ht* wt*a.llu*r was 
gt)t)tl, anti t)iir mt*n pt'isistcntly homhed 
the enemy's lint*s anti alst) tlt*st rt)ytMl st)v^ia‘al 
at'rt)plant‘s. 

'The* 1 ndt'pt'iitlcnt Air Kt)rce t)n Septt^mher 25 
again altack(*tl Buhl wdth got)d I’t'sulls ; oiio 
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Hquatlron attackoil Kaisor^lautern with sviccoss. 
Our rntichirK^rt wore attackofl by a largo riuinbor 
of oneiiiy aircraft on the return journey and 
sevt^re fighting took place, as the result of 
wliich four cneniy Jiiachines were shot down. 
Kour of t)U!*s also faiknl to i-eturn. 

Our aeroplanes also attacked Ihc factories at 
Fi'arikfort with good res\i1ts. J^argt^ numbers 
of enemy air(u*aft were encountered ami heavy 
fighting took place. res\ilting in five of the 
♦‘iieniyV machim^s lunng shot iiown, against 
which we had to set off four. It will be notictnl 
in these accounts <»f thc! J.A.F. work tliat all 
t.he lighting took phn*i^ behind tlu‘ (lei*inan 
lines, tlms proving clt^arly that they dared not 
me(‘t our men at. their front line <»f defenc?e, 
but ha<l to wait until they got tlu'in beliind in 
t he hopfj of having a superiority of numbtu* over 
our aviators. 

*riu* line wt‘ather whi<*li now obiaincfl was 
great ly in favour of our Air Kor<'e. The Frencdi 
too, on Septt'inber 2H did t‘xtrcnicly good work 
keeping their hc'a.<lc punters accurately infornie<l 
of all inoveincnts of ( h‘rman troojis and convoys 
and of tht‘ activity on his principal lines of 
mil road. 

On Sept<‘inber 21) flaw droppc'd 20 tons of 
bombs in the ic‘ar zofie of th(‘ hattl<* arcMi.and 


in particular on the river crossings north 
of Tahure and in the regions of the Soinme-Py. 
The activity was kept up during the night, and 
23^ tons of bombs were dropped on German 
cantonments and bivouacs and other impor- 
tant j)oints, particularly on Laoii, hougnyon, 
J.,c ("hatclct anil Amagne. The German aerial 
observation was c*ompletely kept under. Of 
their machines 42 we re j)iit out of action, and 
seven captive balloons were set on fire in the 
course of tlie day. 

The Indepeiulcut Air Force, acting in con- 
junefion witli f he French and Amt'rican troops 
and our machines, in f lu‘ afternoon attacked 
flu* railways at Metz vSahlons and Audiin-le- 
Koman, north of Bri(*y, and during tiu* ensuing 
night the railroads at ]Mt‘ziih*es ; Thionx ille, 
Ars aiul Frescaty *it*rodroiiies were alst) lieav ily 
ixttat‘ked without any casualties to our machines. 

On S<*ptcrnbc*r 27 great activity was displayed 
hy our nu*n, with special success at. an inmu'nse 
aerodrome, where several hangais wen* set on 
fire ; a machine tin the ground was ilest toyed 
and seven more wlio attemi)tiul to repel tlie 
attacking stpiadrons wen* sliot. down. 

JDiiring all this day eur inacltines w(*re xcry 
active on i‘V’ery part of tlu* front and k(*pt close 
watcdi on the course of the various opt^ratioiis. 



f Fr^nc h offic ial photogra ph. 

FRENCH OBSERVATION BALLOONS PROTECTED BY CAMOUFLAGE. 
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Flying low, they did great damage to the 
enemy with their inachine-gim fire, besi<les 
directing our artillery on a groat number of 
targets with subsequent success to our guns, 
and taking over 1,00(> photographs. German 
aeroplanes to the number of 42 were account«*d 
for, and eight hostile balloons, but the loss to 
ourselves amounted to 10 machines. 

The French, too, were very acrlive both by 
day and night. They continued to harass 
the eticmy's troop transports and to attack 
his convoys witlaait cessation, and also to 
bomb important points such as the Somme- IV- 


troops. transport trains and g»in columns. 
Notwithstanding the bad weather, our niglit 
bombf'rs distributiMl ‘14 tons of projectiles t>vt*r 
various parts of the enemy's lines and 1 * 0111 - 
munications. 

'The Amei icans, too, on t he .Vrgonne ktqit the 
command of the air. They brought down 
12 balloons ai<d nM)n‘ than tit) eiuany planes 
with a loss of l(*.ss than a thinl of that numl)(*r 
of their macliines. 

On Septi'inhci- 211, although the weather was 
still had, a gn'at deal of Wiuk uas clone in the 
air : 1 5 host iU* balloons wc*rc‘ sent dow n in tlames 



('hallerangc railroad, etc. The w<*ll-known 
French aviator Fonek brought down six 
emany machines during Sopteniber 2<>. This 
was the sc'cond time that this airman accounted 
for six of the enemy's aviators in one 
day. 'I'he previous occasion was on .May 11. 
1918. 

On September 28. tla^ same jirociiss was 
earri(‘d out in spite of clouds and rains, and 
above all was to be noted th(^ accurate way 
in which the position of our advancing troops 
was reported to the lietidcjiiarters of formations 
and the large ninnb<*r of casualties inflicted 
by Viombs and machine-gun tire on the enemy’s 


by our airmen and many more* uerr* eonipc*lb*r| 
to desc-end to avoid dest 1 net ion. 4'wenty- 
.sc\c*n a(*i-opIan<*s \4«*r«* br-onglit down in the 
rrii* and anotlx-r by anti airenrft tire*. \irnc 
otber"' wr're also driv<*n down out of control 
\in<*te<‘n of our- niaehinrs uero r«*ported as 
missing. 

'I'he biv-neh also did good work on this day, 
bringing down 20 (Jeiinan niaebirjc*s mid dc‘s- 
troying tv\c) capfivr* balloons, bc*sid(*s closing 
the rear of tla* r*nemy‘s front with bombs and 
machine giin tire. 

Th«* wc*ather was worse* on Sept c‘m her ‘U1 
and our machine's corrid dej little^ monj JJUf’ n 
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BELGIAN AMMUNITION COLUMN ADVANCING TOWARDS ROULERS. 


keop in touch with our advancing linos of 
infantry. Tho oiu'iny (lisplay<Hl no activity 
in tho air and our work cost us only tw'o ma- 
(thinos. 

During? tho month of September, Dritish 
airmen and minriers desti’oyed .‘183 German 
aeroplanes and drove dow'ti 199 out of control, 
making a total of .^82 ; 02 balloons wore also 
destroyed. The French destroyed or put out 
of action 181 German aeroplanes and 57 
balloons. The Americans reported that they 


destroyed over 100 machines and 21 balloons, 
and tho Belejians one. 

Tho month of September had seen tho 
enemy driven back along his whole line 
from the Yser to the Meuse; his losses in 
men had boon (Wtrernely heavy and in 
material even more serious. Plainly, 
the end of his fighting power w^as drawing 
near, though it was not yet absolutely 
reached. 


END OF VOLUME NINETEEN. 
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Dalinatin, Italian interests in, 13 ; 

elaims and demands, 14, 15 
Dam;iscu.s, liritish advance on, 200-203 ; 
entry, 202 

Dardanelles Campaign, Fisher contro- 
versy, 109 

Dardanelli s (’oinini.ssion, 369 
Davies, Maj.-den. II. B., in command of 
nth Division, 449 

Dclieney, den. : m eommatul of Frenc h 
Fir.st Army on right of British 
Fourfh Ariiiy. Badle of Aiuiens, 
129, ](>(l; |»l.ic*ed at dispo'<al of 
Fu*ld-Mar'<hal llaig, July, 1918, 
127; adv.inec* on Koye, 289; on 
the Avre, 291 

Dogoutte, den. ; in command of French 
Army between Marne and Oureei, 
85 ; r<‘aches the, NcuiIIy-St, Fronl- 
Coiirchainps line, 98 ; in Flanders, 
446 ; on the Oiireq, 111 
Dernuin-Marcelcave-Cerisy line, British 
reach, 140 

Der'aa ; Arabs capture, 200; British 
air attack on, 187 

Devenb'r, den. van; appointed CJoni- 
mander-ln-CIm f in Bast Afrlc;a, 37, 
takes oveT command, 4.2 ; awanled 
K.(J..M.(}., 68; di.spat<*heH (iuoUmI, 
48, 56, 68 ; descrii»tion of lighting 
for Narungoinbe*, 54 ; on Belgian 
troops in Bast Africa, 62 ; on the 
Lindi oiierations, 52; on prepara- 
tions for new Bast African o He a.sive, 
.59 

Dcverell, Maj.-den. C. J., in roiHinund of 
3rd Division of Vlth Corps, 169 
Diaz, den., nuinlxT of Allied Divisions 
under, April, 1918, 28 
Dillon, Mr. John ; Leader of Irish 
Nationalist Party, 2<82 ; withdrawal 
of Party from I'louse of Commons, 
384 

Di.xmude-lMo<'gKbeit Line, Anglo-Bel- 
ginn altaek on. Sept., 1918, 4 15 
Djemal Pasha, treatment oi the Syrians 
bv, 202 

Dranoutre, British enter, :iUO 
Droeourt-()uCMiit Line, British penetrate, 
.205. :506 

Dniiif, help in Palestine opera- 

tions, Si’pt., 1918, 188 


E 


Eastern Front, British policy, ** B;i.st- 
erners ” and ** Westerners,” 4()8'410 

BIh'ii, den. von, in command of derman 
Army In'tween von llutier and von 
Doe bn, 109 

F.lieiliardt, deii., in command of .Vnuy 
HI Vesle Sector, 106 

Eilwards, Brig. (Jen., in pursuit of Maj. 
W intgi'ie*, 48 

Kineiii, (Jen. von, in command of derman 
I'hird Army, 8t 

Kl .Afule, Cavalry capture, 192 

Emir Abilulla, formal entry into Medina, 
216 

Emir Faisal, in operations against 
Turkish Fourth Army, east of the 
Jordan, 199 

Emir Zeid, in comuiand of Hedjaz force 
at Ma’an, 2tH) 

Ei>^hy, British take, 310 ; flghtiug in, 
4:s8 

Ephraim, Battle of, 191 

Escaut Canal, Allies cross, Sept., 1918, 
451 

Esdraclon, Plain of, British Cavalry 
cross, 195 

Es Salt, New Zealanders capture, 199 

Et Tlreh ; Turkish resistance at, 189 ; 
76th Division take position, L88 


F 

Fakhri Pasha, Turkish 0>mmander at 
Medina, 216 

Fane, Maj.-den., In command of 7th 
(^Heerut) Division, 186 
Faverolles, French First Army take, 152 
Fdre-en-Tanlenois : German resistance, 
115; French (»pture, 116; irn- 
porUnce of, 112 
Fftre Forest, Allies take, 115 
Ferguson, Lieut.-den. Sir C., .completes 
capture of Bullccourt, Ifcnde court, 
captures Bien-lez-Cagnicourt, 301 
Fielding, Maj.-Gen. Q. p. T., in com- 
mand of Guards Division, 174 
Fisher, Lord, proposal in 1914 to enter 
Baltic, 408 ; maval policy, 409 
Fisher, Mr. H. A. L., secures passing of 
Eiliication Act, 388 
Fismes, Americans take, 123 
Fl.iiiders, Allied offensive in, Sept., 1918, 
4t.5, 446 

Flanders Ridge, Allies capture, 446 
Kli*.‘<(ju.(^rf s, Allies capture, 449 
Fleiirbaix, British take, 416 
Foeh, Gen., created Marshal of France, 
126 ; Commander-in-Chiet ol .Allied 
Annins in France, 376 ; strategy in 
Allied advance, Aug., 1918, 203, 
301 ; in Second Battle ol tlie Marne, 
July, 1918, 100; on the German 
coiieentratioii round Beiins, 82 
Forexter, 1J..M.S., help in Palestine opera- 
tions, Sf*pt., 1918, 188 
Korgea, Ann'ncaii.a take, 442 
Fiencli, F..M. Viscount; Army Order 
bt tore First Battle of the Murne 
la.sued, 402, 402 ; at First Battle of 
the Marne, 1914, 401; plans to 
Ir.ansler liritisli Army from .Aisne 
into Flanders. 1911, 401; criticism 
of 191.5 offensives, 410-412; retires 
from Commaml-in-l’liief, 413; lu 
ciiarge of Anti-Aircraft Land IK‘- 
fcnces, 281 ; Lord l.ieubuiant of 
Ireland, 284 

French Army, elHciency of, overestimated 
at beginning of war, 400 
Fron/ela Valley, enemy attack .stop|>cd, 
June., 1918, ;n 

Fresnes-Ilouvroy Line : British attack 
on, 438 ; German position, 435 
Fresm6rc8, Third French Army capture, 
1.59 

Fresnoy-le.s-Roye ; British bombard, 
158; Freneh reach line, 152- 
capture, 289 


G 


dallwitz, (Jen. von, in northern part of 
Lorraine, 106 

Qeddes, 8ir .Auckland, .Mini.ster of 
National Si'rvice, 280 
(Biddcs, Sir line, appoinbMl to reorganize 
railways lieliind tlie lines, 378 
George V., King, visits France, Aug., 
1918, 151 156 

(h'rman .Army, conditions in Aug., 1918, 
158, l.-,9 

German Eabt. .Africa (IV.), tlie Campaign 
in, 27-72; atrocities during the 
Naumann raid, 49 ; Belgian ooopiTa- 
tion, 47-49, 56-59 ; casualties and 
captures, 66; clnise and ca[)ture of 
Naiiiiiann, 48, 49; (Jen. van 

Deventer takes over command, 12 ; 
combined movement by, 59, 60 ; 
Hnal stage, 62-72 ; (derman raids 
into Portuguese territory, 16, 47 ; 
German retreat, 60 ; retreat to 
Portuguesi* territory, 62 67 ; Ger- 
man surreniFr, 72 ; Gen. Hoskins 
reorganizes f >reos, 41 42 ; Kilwa 
and Lindi opt* rat ions, 52* .56 ; oi)t*n- 
ing of mam Offensive, Sept., 1917, 
60 ; Portuguese cooperation, 02 ; 
sufferings of British prisoners 
during, 66, 67 
Germany, air raids into, 131 
Giardiiio, Gen., in command of Italian 
Fourth Army, 28 

Girdwood, Maj.-Gen. B. S., in coiniriand 
of 74th Division, 309 
Glasgow, Maj.-Gen. T. W.. in «;ommand 
of Ist Australian Division, 172 
(dodley, Lieut.-Gen. Sir A., in command 
Of XXI 1. Corps reintorceiin'iits on 
French Front, July, 1918, 8-3; 
progress up the Ardre, loti 
Oomidcourt, British capture, 172 
Gontard, Gen. von, in Second Battle of 
the Marne, 91 

Gorrlngo, Maj.-Gen. Sir G. T., in com- 
mand of 47th Division, 173 



THE TIMES HISTORY OF THE WAR 


467 


Oouraiid, Qen., in command oi Fn uch 
Fourth Army, 166, 441; in Heims 
rcstion, 84 , Army Order to Frem h 
troops at lU*inia, July 7, luis, 
*3, 84, 89, stops German mivaiioo 
at Kslins July, 1918, 100 ; nilvam5<*a 
beyond the line St. Hilaire -le- 
Qrand — Souain-Mesnil, 109 
Grant, Brie.-Gen., in oofuniand of 4th 
Australian L.U. Brigade in Pales- 
tine, 104, 200 

Grappa Sector, flgh'ing in, 24 
Grave di Papadoi)0'.i, Aus\,rians cross 
Piave at, June, lOls, :u 
Great Britain : Air Ministr>', clianges, 
‘J.Sr> ; Corn I’roiiiiction Act, 372; 
Dardanelles Coimui'ision, ;30') ; Kdii- 
cation Vet, :iSS ; Klectlon, General, 
191M, ;1SS -JO.') ; Coalition triumph. 
‘301, 305; Sinn Fein majority, 
;105 ; Kleetoral Reform, 304, 365 ; 
Woman’s Sulfrage, ;{64 ; Kinanee, 
Mr. Bonar l.aw’s second Budget, 
388; Select Coiuinittec on National 
lixpenditurc! anpointed, 372 ; taxa- 
tion, income, luxury, and stamps*. 
388; War Loan, Second, 372; 
Ifouse of Lords Riform, Bryce 
Ueyiort, 365; Lilumr Party's M»^n- 
orandnm on Wav Vims, 375; J.ans- 
downe letl-cr controversy, 375; 
Lloyd Gcorgi' Govi'rnment, history 
of, 36l'-3‘<5; Paris speecii crisis. 
377, 378 ; MaiiriiM' letter and dehate, 
38.5-388 ; Mi'sopotanii.a Commis- 
sion, :169-371 : Military Service Act. 
last, 379 382: etteet on Western 
Front, 417; cxtendetl tt) Ireland. 
381; Ministries cri'ated, lieu. 363, 
Ministry, reconstruction, 1918. 39.5, 
396; Ministry, Munitions, cn ation. 
413; Munitions shortage, effect of, 
413; National War \ini.s Coin- 
mitt'*e, formation of, 375 ; P.arlia- 
inont, mcmlicrs attend services at 
St. Marv'.arct.’s on fourth anniversary 
of W.'vr and Armistice tlianksgiving. 
388; iMilltieal events, 1917 18, 361- 
396 ; iinprcparedn 'ss for War, 
causes of, 397-400 ; War Aims, see 
W.ar .Viiris": War (’.ilunet, cnti- 
<usm8 of, ,363 ; Ucj^irt, 1917, quoted, 
362 ; secretariat created, 362 ; 
function'*, 363 

Greenland Hill, Briti.sh capture, 297 
Gregory, Brig, -Gen., in command of 
Util Cavalry Brigade, 198 
Gricourt, Allies at, 438 
Giiillaiimat, Gen., in command of French 
Fifth Army, 166, 454 


H 


Uackwill, (5if)t. ii. M., brings down 
German raider in flanie.s at Wick- 
for<l, 270 

Haifa, ,5th Cavalry Division oe<*upy, 199 
Haig, F.M. Sir Douglas : a])|K)iiitcd 
Cominarider-in-Chief. 4 13; cdopera- 
tion on the IM.irne Front, .83; 
defence of Pa'.scliend.i'de hatfle, 
425; dis[)iitehes (|iioted. 1 1:;, .pio, 
412, 427 ; hine’u'ori to l\mg «i<‘orge 
and President Pomeaie. 155; plans 
for Battle of Bai>aume, 167 ; Somme 
plans miscarry, 418; Sp ei.d Order 
of the Day, Aug. 4, 1918, qiioh'd, 
126 ; t.t*legr:iin t.o .^^arshal Foch, 
Aug. 7, 1918, 126 , plans on Wesh-rn 
Front, S''pt.. 1918, 13'.) ; on mechani- 
cal cont.rivanc<-s, 420, 421 
H.aldane, Viscount ; yire-lV.ir policy, 

398 ; originator of 'rerntorial Force, 

399 

Haldane, Lient.-Gen. ,1. A. L.. in eoin- 
mami of VI. Corps in Battle of 
BaiMiiime, Aug , 1918, 168 
Hamel : Americans and liistr.ilians 
take, July, 1918. 70, 128; French 
Third Army capture, 161 ; Germans 
ahaiidon. 124 

fiamilton, Lord George, Ch.iirmau of 
Mesopotamia Commission. 309 
llankey, Sir ^faurice, .Secretary to War 
Cabinet, .‘i62 

Hannyngton. Brig.-flen. ,1. A., in com- 
mand of Kilwa Korea* m K.i‘*t Africa, 
50 ; resumes command, 59 
Hardinge, Lord, criticized liy Meso- 
potamia Commission, 369 ; reply, 
369, 370 

Hare, Maj.-Gen., in command of 64th 
Division in Palestine, 184 
Harman, M.ij.-Gen. A. E. W., in com- 
mand of 3rd Cavalry Division at 
Baltic of AraieDB. 143 


Harper, Lieut.^n. Sir G. M., in com- 
mand of IV. Corps in Battle of 
Ba^iatiine, Aug. 21, 1918. 168 
H.avrmconrt, 6Cnd Division take, 309 
Havrincourt-Ep^hy, Battle of. 3U9. 310 
Hawthorn, Col. : o<’cupies Likiijii, 51 ; 
in vicinity of Xupondas. 5.5 ; fakes 
over rh*n. Northey’s eoiniii;md, 70 
llodjaz. Allies* recognition of uuli'jvnd- 
ence of, 21 1 

Hem, British capt UP', 298 
Henilec 'urt. British take, 299 
Hcnd*‘rs»)ii, Mr. Arthur: goes on special 
mission to Russia, 373; explains 
attitinle, 373, 37 4; resigns from 
War C.ihinet, 374 

Henin-sur-Cojeiil, Biiti.sh tak<*, 174 
High Wood, lighting in. 292 
Hill, Maj.-Gen. J., in c<uiiiiiand «'f .52nd 
DiMsion, 174, 19U 

Hindenhnrg. F.M. vpii, on lii'rinan 
I’.iihire. 125, 126 

Himlenhnrg Line : Min'd .'uhanee to the, 
Sejd . 1918. 307. .309. 310. |.i7 ; 
British attnek on. St'pl . I9I.S, :50() ; 
broken ahonl .M;iremiig. 1.51 . Crr 
man |M>sitions at ll.iM iiieouit. :»h 9 
Hodgson. .Maj.-Gen . in eoiimi.iiul of 
Xu^tralian MoiinleO Divieon. pii 
Hoheulohe-Sehilliug*'furs| , Prince I'oii- 
rad 7.11, Vnstnan Minister of In- 
terior. 1915 16.2:19 

lloliion, British take village and wood, 
:tu9 

Holnon-Veiidhuille Line, British Fourth 
\riny’s atlaek on, 451 
Homs, lieserl M.innted Corps occupy, 
Oet.. 1918, 205, 207 

Horne, Gen., in command of First 
British Army, 166 

Horne. Sir UolM it. a|)|M)int«'d MinisU'r 
of La hour, *.396 

Hoskin.s. Gc*n.. in coniinan<I of 3rd 
(Lahore) Division, is.5; confers 
with Gen. M.ilfejl at lahora, 48. 
diflieultns of E.isl \fnean C.uii- 
paign, 38 to , dispatches i|noted, 
47 : reorgani/es torees in Ivi"! 
,\friea, 11 43 ; l< aves East Afne.i. i:t 
Hdtzendorlt. Gen Conrad von : Chief of 
.\ustro- Hungarian Geiier.il .Sl.ill, 
2:19; attack and failure in Breiita 
Valley, ,lnne, 1918, .30, :{2 ; on con- 
ditions 111 Austria- Hungary, Jan., 
1919, 217 

Houlthulst Forest, Ik'lgians clear, 4 45 
Hull. Maj.-Gen. SirC. P. A., in command 
of 561 h Division, 174 
HuiniM'it, Gen., lu command of Third 
French Army, 137, 1«>6; .uh.ince 
on L:issigny, 152; gams the Liher- 
inunt-Gniseard-.Xpdly line, :{07, :109 
Huticr, ticn. von, in coininand in the 
neighhourhootl of Uoye, 166 
Huyglic, Col., ill coininand of Belgian 
Forces in Gernuiii IC.ast .Xfricii, .56 ; 
pursuit of WiiitgciiH culuinn, 48 


I 


ll.se, Gen., in Second Battle of the Marne, 
91 

Indefs'udent .Mr Forra*, foi matioii, con- 
stitution (May, 1918) and otiject.s, 
286, 287 

India: eonstitnt onal reforms, MoiiLign- 
Chcliii-'lord Report, 372; cotton 
•111 ties ;{T1 

Ireland ; Compui'^ory .S'-rviee contro- 
versy, :j.v2 .J'sl ; IbJine Rule Con- 
vention, :56n. :;67 ; rtinn Fi'iners, 
dejMUl.itioii of. :i8 4 
Irles, Ifritish eaplnr<>, 173 
Ismail Hakki Pasha : Cominander of 
'I'lirkish Army in .Mosul Vilayet, 
212; leaves B*yrut, 201; sur- 
render to Gen. .Sir W. .M:ir'hall, 21:1 
Italian Front : Austrian Olh nsivi*, June, 
1918, disfHi.sition •»( Italian troops, 
28, plans lor, '27. 2^, ois'inng of, 31 , 
captiire.s, :{6, l(»ss*'S during, :t6 ; 
British Divisions witlidrawn for 
Franci*, 27 ; dillleiilties of Ihilian 
defensive, .April, 1918. 2,8; minor 
actions in 1918, 21 25; Hituatioii 
at end of 1917, 21. 23 
lUiliana, in the Second Battle, of the 
Marne, 88; on the WcHh-rn Front, 
97, 102, ill 

Italo - Vugo - Slav Agreement, terins 
qiioteil, 19, 20 

Italy, 1917-1918; Allied policy toward 
Austria, Italian comment, 9-14 ; 
Austria’s last Olfeiisive, l-:i6, 
Boseill Ministry, criticism of, 1, fall 
of, Oct., 1917, 2-5 ; Dalmatian 
claims and demands, 13-15 inter- 


nal and iMilitical situation, 1917-1,8 
1-21; London Agreement, April, 
1915, II, 15; Orlando Minl.stry. 
formation of, 5 ; Yugo-Slav con- 
troversy, 12-21 


J 


.Taulgouu '. .Americans lake, 193 
.leum, Aii.-'lraliaiis c.ifituro, 194 
Jeneho-B isan Boad, Chaytor'u advance 
on the. 197 

Jerus.ileni Slieeheiu Uo.ad, Chetwode’s 
at i.icU nil, 1.88; I’lirki.sh ilefene-es on, 
191 

Jewish l’•.l(t.iUoll III I’alesline, 197 
Jisr B-ii.it A.ikuli, .Australians cross 
.lord. Ill .It, 2t)9 

.lisr I'd-D.iiiiieli, Brit ish West Indies 
Kegiiiient storm bridgehead on 
the. 197 

Jofire, Marshal ; strategy on the .Marne, 
191). tii2, 19.3; ‘removed from 
aeti\ ' eomiiiand of French .Army, 
191.'. 121 

Jordan ; Aiistialians cross .if .lisr Ik'nat 
A';ikul», ‘290 , oper.ilioiis in t lie cast, 
19t), ‘299; Turks retre.-it across the, 
hoiiihcd by Brit ish airmen, 196, 197 
Juvigny, Americans capture, :191 


K 


KaiiM'r, The, on the Western Front, 
.lulv, 1918. 90 

Ivavanagli, F, lent. -Gen. C. '1'. MeM., in 
eoinmaiid of British Caviilry Corps, 
Battle «)f Amiens, Aug., 1918, 139 
Ki-lly, Brig -Gen., in ('oniniand ol I3th 
Brigade in r.ilestme, 193 
Kemmel Hill, British taki', .‘{92 
Keyes, \dm, 8ir R. : m command of 
Dover Patrol oif Ik'lglan Coa.st, 166 ; 
attends King George V. m Royal 
Air Force lb' view on Wi'sb'rn 
Front, Aug.. 1918, 155 
Kilwa area; <>enium positions, 40; 
Maj. 'I’yiidall’s ;n tioii, 10 ; opera- 
tions, .52-.5tl ; von Lett.ow makes 
ha-e at, Liwale, 41 
Kirkuk, British capture, 2i:{ 

Kitehener. Ivii’l ; Mr. .Asuuith’s defeiiee 
of, :!69 . Dardanelles policy, 409 
Kloiae, M., i iiiprisoniiienl. of, I'li 4, 232 
Kovess, Geii.. treatment of nkrainiiins, 
1911, 2.{.5 

Kraiiiar/, Dr,, arrest and Inal ot, 2:12, 
2:{3 

Kraut, Maj., enh'rs Porfugin-se territory 
during I'^ast African Caiiipaign, 16 


L 

J,a B.iss6e, British line advanced imrlh- 
west ot, 139 

Laeouture, British oeeiipy, .‘109 
Lallaiix .Afill, Germans eoiiiih-r-af tack 
and aharidori, I I 

Laiiili'-rt, Maj G.-n. T. .8, in c,«)iiiiiiaiid 
• >l 32ii(l British Divi.skmi, 172 
L.uisdowiie, J>iiiln Tth'ir'iph letter di.s- 
eijssion, ;{75 

Lion, Fn neh advance tui, .Si-jil , 1918, 

.ir.: 

Las-iigiiy, tJ-M Hnmhert.’s advances to- 
warils 1.52; eapfiiies, 15!) 
Lavei’sine, Il'thti/ig aioiirid, 75 
Law, Mr, Bon.-ir; lli'd. Binlgi-f , .372 ; on 
.Military [(Ositmii, Mar., I!)J8, 378; 
on re«-ord of Wai Cahinf-!, ;'63 
Lawe ItivL-r, British <»ei iipv Im-' of the, 
:{99 

L.iwford, .Maj.-Gen, S. 'I'. B., in eom- 
iiiand ot ll.st Division, 4 45 
],awrie, .Maj.-Gen. C. I-:., in command of 
(i.ird Division, 169 

i.eban, 'J inks snrreuiler to (Jen. Chayt.or 
iC 290 

L<' Oio-au, Bnhsh stand against onlere 
at, 1911. 401 

Ledeghcm, Biitisli take, 446 
D-e, iMaj.-flen. B. P., in command of 
18th Division, 171 

I/'Ms. British enU-r wc-hUth outskirts of, 
307 

Jjc Qis-suel, lintish take, 144 
I>* Sirs, liritish capture, 291 
l/;strem, British capture, :i00 
D* 'IroiKtuoy 'J iiriiiel, Allies capture, 452 
Lettow-A oriKTk, Gen. von : in eom- 
■ maud of Gcriiiaa Force in East 
Atrica, :47 ; at Kilwa and Lindi, 4:1 ; 
retreat in East Africa, 00, 61 ; 
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retreat into Portuguese territory, 
68, 64-67 ; surrender of, 72 ; Capt. 
DoUi^ on, 46 

Lewis, B|u.'Qeo. E. M., In command of 
SOtbDivision, 451 

Liggett, (3en., in oommand of First 
American Army, 441 
Uhoiis, Australlains capture, 158 
Lllinan von Sanders, Oon. : Commander* 
in-Chief of Germano-Turkish forces, 
183 ; escape from Nazareth, 196 
Llndequint, Gkrn. von, in Second Battle 
of tlie Marne, 91 

Llndi Area: German activity, 40; 

operations, 52, 55, 56 
Lipsett, Maj.-Gen. L. J., in command of 
Fourth Division, 3U6 
Liwalo, Northey*8 raidin#foroe enters, 
Oct., 1917, 62 

IJewellyn, Brig.-Grn. E. II., work in 
KaHt Africa, 42 

Lloyd George, Kt. lion. David : an- 
nounccH in House terms of Armistice 
with Germany, Nov. 11, 1918, 388; 
attitude towards Austria, criticism 
in Italy, 8, 10, 12 ; Austrian policy, 
negotiations with Count Mensdorlf, 
12; coalition policy, 389, 390; 
lilastcm and Western pJolicy of, 418, 
420 ; Election programme, 393 ; 
message to 8 g lor Orlando, 30 ; 
Minister of Munitions, 413; Paris 
speech, disonssion and Justification, 
377, .878 ; reply to Gen. Maurict'*s 
allegations, 387 ; last Military 
Service Bill, 381 ; suggests Irish 
Convention, 366 ; on Mesopotarnian 
lli'port, 371 ; on Stockholm Con- 
h'nmoe, 374 ; on War Aims, 375 
liOcre Area, Gorman line of defence cap* 
tured in tiio, 167 

London Agreement signed, April, 1915, 

Long, Mr. Walter, appointed First Lord 
of the Admiralty, 306 
Longley, Maj.-Uen., in command of 10th 
Division in Palestine, 190 
I/ximis, Maj.'Uen. F. O. W,., in com* 
mand of 3rd Canadian Division, 448 
Loos, Battle of, 1915, criticisms of, 411 ; 

stair work ineHlo.ent Rt, 417 
Ludondorir, Gen. von : orders issued by, 
July, 1918, l.'iO, 161, 162; on 
German strategic failure, 125 
Lukuledi estuary, Germans driven from, 
62 

Lys Front, value of Foch’s strategical 
tactics, 304, 305 
Lys River, Uritisti cross, 446 
Lys Sal cut, Germans abandon, 302 
Lys Valley, Germans withdraw from, 
Aug., 1018, 165 


M 


Ma’an, Arabs occupy, 200 
MacAndrew, .MaJ.-Gcn., in command of 
5th Cavalry Division in Palestine, 
103 

MacDonell, MaJ.-Gen. A. C.*, in Flanders, 
449 

Maclagcn, MaJ.*Gen. E. Sinclair, in com- 
mand of 4th Australian Division, 
300 

Mahenge : Ikdgiuii operations, 56-59 ; 
Maj. Batiiille’s advance, 56 ; Bel- 
gians capture, 67 ; Tafers Head- 
quarters at, 44 

Maln-de-Miissiges, French regain, 109 
Maisons-de.'Champagno, Germans attack, 
90 

Malfcyt, Gen., Belgian Royal Commis- 
sioner in East Africa, 48 
Mangin, Gen. : biographical, 85 ; in 
, command of Tenth Jmneb Army, 
85, 106 ; iulvance On FOro-cn- 
Tardenois, 116 ; captures Soissona, 
Aug., 1918, 120 ; issues Order of 
the Day to British troops, 122, 123 ; 
Operations between Oise, .\isne, and 
AlletU', Aug., 1918, 160, 161 ; 
forward inoveineiit on Oiso-Ailotte- 
Aisne line, 289 ; in fighting on the 
Canal du Nord, 301 ; advance 
across the Veale, Sept., 1918, 309 
Hari'i, German blockade runner, in East 
Africa, 41 

Marindin. Maj.-Oen. A. H., in command 
of 35th Division, 445 
Marne ; Germans cross, July, 1918, 88, 
89 ; First Battle of (1914), criticism 
■ of British part in, 404 ; Gorman 
criticism of British strategy, 4f)3; 
strategical review of, 402, 403 ; 
Second Battle of, July, 1918, 73- 
108; German coiiiinent, 103; German 
Betreat, July* August, 1918, 109-144 


Manhall, MaJ.-Gen. F. in command 
of 52nd Division, 449 
Marshall, Gen. Sir W., dispatches quoted, 
212 • 

Martinpulch, British capture, 173, 291 
Marwitz, Qen. von der, in command of 
Second German Army, 166, at 
Battle of Amiens, 137 
Masaryk, Professor, first President of 
C/.echo-Slovak Republic, 1918, 224 
Masnidres, Fourth Army capture, 452 
Matheson, MaJ.-Gcn. T. O., in command 
of Guards Division in Flanders, 449 
Maunoury, Gen., in command of French 
6th Army at First Battle of the 
Marne, 40.3 

Maurice, Oen. Sir F. B., letter and 
debate, May, 1918. 385-388; letter 
quoted, 386 

Medina, surrender of Turks at, 216 
Megiddo, Cavalry capture, 193 
M4harIcourt, British Cavalry take, 148, 
148 

Mensdorff, Count Albert, meets Gen. 
Smuts, 12 

Morris : Austmlians capture hostile 
posts west of, 73; First Division 
take, 81, 129 ; British raid in 
northern section of, 79 
Merville, British capture, 167 
Mesopotamia, Gen. Marshall renews 
operations in, Oct., 1918, 211 
Mesopotamia Commission, 369-371 
Messines Ridge, British capture, 1917, 
422 

Metcren, 9th Division capture, 81 
Milner, Lord, Member of War Cabinet, 
Secretory of State for War, 1918, 363 
Miraumont, fighting round, 169 ; British 
toke, 173 

Mitry, Gon. de : in command of Seventh 
Army on the Marne, 84 ; penetrates 
into the Forest of Riz, 111 
Moeuvres-Goiizeaiicourt Road, Germans 
attack Guards, 137 

Monash, Gen. Sir John : in command of 
2nd and 3rd Australian Divisions in 
Battle of Amiens, Aug., 1918, 139 ; 
lunches with King George on 
Western Front, 155 

Monchy-le-Preux, Canadians occupy, 291 
Montogne do Paris, Allies capture, 96 
Montagu, Mr. E. S., succeeds Mr. Austen 
Chamberlain as Secretory of State 
for India, 1917, 371 
Montogu-Chelmsford Report, 372 
Atontoiiban, British capture, 201 
Mont dcB Binges, French toke, 312 
Montdidier, Germans retreat, 123; aban- 
don, 152 

Monte Asolono, action on, Jan., 1918. 23 
Monte di Val ^lla, Italians take, Jan., 
1918, 24 

Montello region, Austrians attack Italian 
Eighth Army. 34 

Montlaucon, Americans take, 443 
Mont St. Quentin, British take, 301 
Mont-aans-Nom, French capture, 116 
Montuuri, Gon., in command ot Italian 
Sixtli Army, 28 

Moroourt-lIarlwnnidrea-Caixline, British 
toke, 140 

Morouil, British capture, 143 
Morisel, British capture. 143 
Morlaucourt : Briti.^h take, 144 ; Ger- 
man attack south, July, 1918, 138 
Moronvilliers, Germans capture heights 
round, 89 

Morval, British take, 301 
Mosul, surrender, Nov., 1918, 213 
Mott, M.aj.-Gen., in comnuind of 53rd 
Division in Palestine, 188 
Moyennevilie, British reach, 169 
Mozambique, Portuguese Expedition, 62 
Mudra, Gen. von, in command of 
German Army in Reims region, S4>; 
retreat, 97 

Mullens, Maj.-Qen. R. L., in command 
of First Cavalry Division at Battle 
of Amiens, 143 

Muslimie Junction. British occupy, 209 


N 


Nappes, British capture, 98 
Narungombo, captured by Kilwa force, 
July 19, 1917, 54 

National War Aims Committee, forma- 
tion of, 375 

Naumann, Lieut., in German East 
African Campaign, chased by 
British-Belgian columns, 48; sur- 
renders, 49 

Naumann, Herr Friedrich, organiser of 
“ Central Europe ” movement, 240 
Nauroy, British talw, 451 
Nazareth, 13th Cavalry enter, 196 


Nervesa, A«itriMi» orots Plave at, Jane, 
1918 34 

Nesle, French take, 295 
Neuf-Berquin, British occupy, 174 
Neuve Chapelle, Battle of, 1915, criti- 
cism of, 411 

Neuvo Efflise, British capture, 305 
NItti, SigTOT, crlticisil of Boselli Govern- 
ment, 2, 3 

Nivelle, Gen.: succeeds Gen. Jolire in 
command of French Army, 1917, 
421 ; failure on the Che min dee 
Dames, succeeded by Gen. P^toin, 
422. 

Northey, Gen., appointed Governor of 
British East Africa, 70 - on Portu- 
guese failure to stop von Lettow, 65 
Noyon, Fredch take, 295 
Nyasaland, German raid Into, 46 


0 

O’Brien, Mr. William, Irish leader, 883 
O’Grady, Brig.-Gen. H. de C., in com- 
mand of Llndi Force in East .\frica 
50, 52 

Ol8e-AUette-.\isne line, French Tenth 
Army’s forward movement, 289 
Onslow, Brig.-Gen., in command of 5th 
Australian Light Horse Brigade in 
Palestine, 185, 104 
Orange Hill, Canadians capture, 291 
Orlando, Signor : Italian Minister of In- 
terior, criticisms on, 1,2; policy, 3, 
forms new Cabinet, Oct., 1917, 5 ; 
interview with Dr. Ante Truniiiitch 
in London, 19; receives delegates 
of subject races at Rome Conference, 
1018, speech quoted? 20; Lloyd 
George’s message to, 36 
O’Ryan, Maj.-Gen. J. F., in command of 
27th American Division, 452 
Oulchy le Chateau, French capture, 104, 
109 

Oureq : Allied gains north of, 110 ; 
American gains on Upper, 116; 
Germans abandon, 116 ; Mangin’s 
advance up, 103 


P 


Palestine : Air operations in, 187 ; 
Gen. Allenby’s strategy in early 
part of 1918, 184, Sept.,. 1918, 187 ; 
.UUes’ captures, 203; British 
strength and composition, Seiit., 
1918, 183; Biiltln’s XXI. Corps, 
com^sition, 185 ; coiuiiosition of 
4th and Cavalry divisions of 
Mounted Desert Corps, 186; of 
Chetwode’s Divisions, ItM), joi ; 
conquest of Syria, 181-216; dis- 
organization of Turkisii .Armies, 197, 
198; Great Cavalry Ride, Sept.. 
1918. 189-197, comiKisition of 

troops in, 197 ; Jewish Battalion 
in, 197 ; retreat of ’Turks in, 106, 
197 ; 'Turkish strengtli in, Sept., 
1918, 183 

Palin, Maj.-Ocn., in coinniund of 75th 
Division in Palestine, 184, 185 

Paiwil Note, Aug., 1917, Ttalian attitude, 
1 , 5 

Papen, Herr von, escaije from Nazan^tii, 
195 

Pashitch, M., signs Pact of Corfu, July, 


1917, 16 

Passchendaelc, Battle of (1917), criti- 
cisms of, 423-425 

Pavicic, Dr. Trcsic : on Austrian methods 
in Bosnia and Herzegovina, 225 ; 
^lersccution by Austrians. 229 ^ 

Payer, Herr von, German VTce-Chaii- 
ctdlor, interview on Germanization 
schemes for Austria quoted, 241 
Peace : Armistice .terms to thie 'Turks, 
214 ; Turkish provisions, 210 ; 
“ Peace ’Talk,” Count CzerniiTs 
speech, Italian views, 9, 10 
Pennella, Gen., in command of Italian 
Eighth Army, 28 

Pereira, MaJ.-Qen. C. £., in command 
of 2nd Division, 440 
F6ronne, 2nd Australian Division ad- 
vance on, 300, 801 ; capture, 302 
Pershing, Gen., in command of Ameri- 
can First Army at St. Mihiel, 313 
P6tain, Gen., succeeds Gen. Nivelle as 
Commander of French Army, 422 
Piave : Austrians driven back at itenson, 
Jan., 1918, 23; Austrians cross, 
June, 1918, 33-35 ; withdraw across, 
86; Hoods interfere with Austrian 
Olfensive, June. 1618, 85 
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PiApape, Col. P. de* in oommand of 
Krfncli Dptachment In PalcBtine, 
IH4 

Pitman, Jfaj.-Gen. T. T , in command of 
2nd Cavary Division at Battle of 
Amicus, 143 

Ploeg8t.tert Wood, Allies dri^t Germans 
from, 446 > 

Plunder, Gen. Sir H.: leaves Italy for 
Franoe, 1018, 27 ; in command of 
Second British Army, 445 : In- 
vested with Grand Cross of tlie Bath, 
156 

Plunket, Sir Horace : appointed (.'hair- 
man of Iri^ii Convention, 1917-18, 
366 ; presentation of Report, 367 
Poelcapello, Belgians take, 445 
Poinc:u6, President, meets King George*, 
Aug., 1918, 155 

Poland : Riusian policy, 223, 224 : 
Austrian declaration for War 
against Russia, Aug., 1914, 224 
Polish Question : German solution 
a<loptcd, Nov., 1916, 248 ; p liej* 
of trialism, 247-249 
Ponsonby, MaJ.-Gen. J., in command of 
5th Division, 173 

Portuguese Africa: Col. von Lettow- 
Vorl)eck*s contemplated retirement 
into, 46 : East African Campaign, 
67-72 

Potiorok, Gen., Military dictator in 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, 225 
Prisoners . treatment by Germans in 
Ka-^t Afriea, 44, 45, 66, 67 
Proyart, British capture, 164 
PuisicuK, Germans abandon, 165 
Pys, British capture, 173 


Q 

Quast, Gen. voii, in command of German 
Sixth Army in Lille region, 166 
Qti6ant, British take, 807 
(iueliinane, von T>^ttow reaches, 70 


R 


KadiO, S., leader of Croatian l*easan( 
Party, on Austrian tn.*atrnent of 
population, July, 1917, 227, 229 
llawfinHon, Gen. Sir Henry : in comrnHnd. 
of 7th Division on Belgian Coast, 
1914, 406 ; in command of British 
4th Army, 160 ; Ofiens Battle of 
Aiiiien‘<, Aug. 8, 1018, 1.37, 139; 
liaig’s instructions to attack oast 
of Amiens, July, 1018, 137 
Head, Gen. G. W., in command of IT. 

American Corps and IX. Britisli, 451 
Hedmoiid, Mr. Jolm : leaves House of 
Commons, 366 ; death, 382 
Reims: Allied firottress east of, July. 
1918, 116; Kreiieh lines advanenl 
in front of, 444 ; German attack 
east and west of, July 15, 84- 95 ; 
German attack east of defeated, 
July 4, 1918, 87 

Reiins-.Meiise Front, Fran<*<)-Ainerican 
Olfensivc, S(*pt., 1918, 439-445 
Renner, Dr. Karl; llrst Chancellor of 
Cr(*rrnano-Austrian Republic, 1918, 
221 ; on Austria, 237 
Ressons-sur-Mat/-. Freindi take, 152 
Rhodesia, Northern, ^on Lettow enters, 
72 


Rib^coiiTt, French capture, 156 ; Allies 
capture, 419 

Richeboiirg-St. Vaast, British take, 307 
Rien-lcz-Cagnlcourt, British take, :i()l 
Roberts, Earl, Universal Service agita- 
tion, 399 

Robertson, MaJ.-Gen. P. R., in command 
of 17th Division, 297 
Robertson, Gen. Sir William, ceases to lx* 
Chief of Imperial General Staff, 378 
Roen.x, British capture, 297 
Rome, Pact of, 19-21; Vugo-SIav 
claims, 21 , , 

Roosevelt, Lieut. Quentin. kdUd on 
Western Front, 106 

Rosa, Col., In command of Portuguese 
troops in East Africa, 62, 65 
Rosenthal, Maj.-Geii. C., in eonimaiid of 
2nd Australian Division, 300 
Rothermere, Lord, resignation from Air 
Ministry, 385 

Roulers-Mcnin Road, Allies reach. 446 
Rouvroy, British tr^c, 144 
Hovurnn River: Germans eros^, 46; 
Tafel's retreat to, 62 ; von I>ettow 
crosses, 67, re-crosses, 72 
R.N.V.R. Anti-Aircraft Jorj* : forma- 
tion, 191 i, 279 ; taken over by War 
Office, 279 ; man guns aiul search- 
lights during air raids. 279 ; train- 
ing, 280 


Roye, li'iench enter, Aug., 1918, 293 
Roye-sur-Matf, French take, 152 
Royston, Brig.-Gen., in command of 3rd 
Australian Light Horse Brigade in 
Palestine, 194 

RubenSf German blockade runner in 
East \frica, 41 

Rufflni, Senator, on Committee for 
Entente between Nationalities sub- 
ject to Austria-Hungary, formation 
of, 18 

Ruflji River ; Germans retire soutli of, 
40 ; flgtiting in region of, 38-41 
Rutnilly-Beaurevoir line broken, 454 
Russell, 3fa].-Gen. Sir A. H., in com- 
mand ot New Zealand l)ivisi<»u. 17 J 
Russia, Polish policy, Grand Duke issues 
Manifesto, Aug., 1014, 223 
Ryric, Brlg.-Cicn., In command of 2nd 
Austnilian Ligiit Horse Brigade in 
Palestine, 290 


S 


aiewari, mj.-Uen. J. M., takes over 
command at Aden, 215 
Sfocfcholm Conferenoo controversy, 376- 


Strassor, Fregatton-Kapittn, in com- 
mand of L.70 in air raid on Eng- 
land, Aug., 1918, 257 

Strickland, MaJ.-(ien. E. P., in coin- 
mand of ist Division, 451 

Stuemer, von, raid Into Portuguese Fast 
Africa, 46 

Stikrgkf), Count : Austxian Premier, 2.38 ; 
on importance of the Aungfeif/i, 
2.'>(> ; :iHsasslnation, Oct., 1016, 251, 
252 

.Suippes-Aisno Line, Franco- American 
advance on, 441 

Syria, Coniiuest of, 181 216; British 
Administrative Dcpartineiits set up, 
210, 211 ; Naval coop<*ration with 
Allenby’s force in, 206; occupa- 
tion completed, lX*c., 1918, 210 ; 
Ottoiiisn fn'atiuent of populuflon 
ill, 203 


Sailly-Saillisel, British take, 301 
St. L6'j{er, Guards Division take, 174 
St. Miird, French capture, 289 
St. Mihiel, Battle of, Americans in the, 
Sept., 1918, 312-314 
St, Quentin : Allies capture, 454 ; 

damage done by Germans in, 454 
St. Quentin (kitial, Allies cross at Saint 
Simon, Sept., 1918, 31 1 
Salmon, Lieut. W. O., killed during 6ght 
M'lth daylight raiders, July, 1917, 
262 


Samuel, Mr. Herbert: criticizes War 
Cabinet, 363 ; appointed Chairman 
of Select Committee of National 
Expenditure, 872 

Sail nd by, Capt., claim to have destroyed 
Zep;)elin L.48, 253 
Suvy Wood, French take, 437 
Scarpe, Battle of, 201-298; Britisli 
gains on, 307 

Scimee, Dr. : Governor of German Fast 
Africa, 44, 45 ; flees from Mossa^i, 
63 

Schrdder, Adm, von. In command ot 
German Marine Corps, ICO 
Scott, Adm. Sir Percy, improves air 
defences of London, 270 
Seely, Maj.-Gen., apixiinted Under- 
secretary for Air, :496 
Selency-Gouzcaucourt line, British on 
the, 439 

Selous, Capt. F. C., death in Knst 
Africa, 38 

Sensfic River, Allies gain «nuthern bank 
of, 449 ; flghting on, 4 17 ; Gi*rmau 
retreat from, 297 

Sergy, fight for, 110, 117; Americans 
take, 116 

.Seringea, Americans take, 118 
.Serre, Germans withdraw from, Aug., 
1918, 164, 165 

.Sharon, Plain of : Gen. AlU nby's con- 
centration on, 187 ; Battle of, 
188-100 

Shea, Maj.-Gen., In command of 60th 
(London) 1)1 vision. 185 
Shechem, Allies ent<*r, J92 
Sheppard, Brig.-Gen. S. H., sii«*ceeds 
Gen. Collyer In I'^st Afriea, 50 
Hhorft, Mr., Chief Secretary for Ireland, 
384 

Sinha, Lord, appointed Under-Secretary 
for India, 396 

SIxt von Arniiii, Gen. von, in command 
of German Fourth Army, 166 ; in 
Flarider.s, 445 

Skinner, Maj.-tJen. P. C. B., In command 
of 14th Division, 145 
Smith, Sir F. K., ai»ix>inted Lord Chan- 
cellor, 306 , 

Smlth-Dorrien, Gen., criticism of action 
at Ia* Cah au, 1914, 404 
Smuts, G<*ii. : meets Count Albert Mens- 
dorff, 12 ; included in War Cabinet, 


.375 

tisHons, Allies capture, Aug.. 1918, 120 
lissons-Cbftteau Thierry Roa<l, French 
cross, 06, take, 104 
Ry-Flood, Maj.-Gen. A., In command 
of 42nd Division, 173 
>rame : Allies reach 1917 line on, Aug., 
1918, 153, 154 ; Anglo-French 

decision to continue attacks, 1917. 
421; British advance on »wth 
banics of, 201 ; Battle of, 1916, pre- 
parations for, 417; strat^-gienl 
review of, 417, 418 
nnino, Baron; criticism of Papal 
Note, 5; foreign policy, 6 
Bphens, Maj.-Gen. R. B.. In command 
of 5th Division, 73 


T 


Tafel, Col. : in command of (kirman 
force based on Mahenge, 43 ; orders 
retreat from Mahenge, 67 ; retreat 
towards the Rovuma, 62 ; sur- 
render of, 05, 60 
Tahure, Allies take, 41*2 
Tanks; on th* W stern Knmt. July, 
1918, 70 78 : British, on Western 
Front, 148, 149 ; FiX'nch, in second 
Battle of the Marne, 109, in I 
Taux, Allies take, 119 
Tokrit, Gen. Marshall's victory at, 212 
213 

Thi5pval Ridge, captured, 17.3 
Thiescourt Hills, French take, 152 
Threilfall, Sir Richard, inventor of 
R.T.S. bullet, 284 

Thun, Prince : civilian Governor of 
Bohemia, 191 :i 15, 229; dls- 

iniss('d, 2.31 

Tilxjrlus, Australians occupy, 200 
Tigris, Gen. MarsnnII’s victory on, 212, 
213 

Tisza, Ck)unt: direetc ^fagyar )>olicy, 
222, 215; on " CVntral Euro|»o " 
movement, Jan., 1910, 2tl 
Tomba-Monfenera Uidge, Slonte, action 
on, Dec., 1917, 23 
Torcy, Am<*ri<ans capture, 97 
'Torre, Signor, d(*legato ol Comrnlth^e for 
Eiitonto U'tween .Nationalities sub- 
ject tt> Austria-Hungary, 18 
'Pracy-le-Val, French capture, 101 
rrenchard, Maj.-Gcn. 5*lr H. M., in 
oommand of Indcpemlcnt Air 
Force, 280, n'siguution from Air 
Ministry, :{86 

Treviso, Austrian advance towards 
checked, 35 

rripoll, Gen. Bulfln ent-ers, *205 
Trumbitch, Dr. A, : inUirvicw with Sig. 
Orlando in London, 19; signs Part 
of Corfu on Is'half of Yugo-Siav 
Committee, 16 ; sfieech on Itnlo- 
Slav Agreement quoh'd, 21 
'f'sehirschky, Herr von, German Am- 
bassador in Vienna, 238 
'Pudor, Maj.-Gcn. H. H., in command of 
9th DIv., captures Mfderen, 81 
Pul Keram, British occupy, 189 
Purkfsh Army : p^wition of IV. Army 
on Jordan, 199 ; flight of VJI. and 
VIII. Annies, 192 


, U 

Uganda, Compulsory S^^rvico Act in 
force, Mar., 1917, 42 
Ukrainians (Little Russians) : Austrian 
Orders to, 1914, fiuot4!d, 235 ; Aus- 
tro- Hungarian treatment of, 234 - 2:16 


V 


xennes, Americans take, 443 
.mey, Adm., in command of French 
^val Division of Syria, 205 
.uquols, Americans take, 443 
^ux, Americans take, 75 
ndeuil, French take, 438 
nice, air raids on, 26 
rmandovlllers, French teke, 296 
Tte Rue, British Ukc, 73 
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Veale : Allies cross, 123 ; American:^ 
gain footing at Bazoches, 289; 
French reach near Reims, 122 ; 
French cross, 309; French attack, 
8(^., 1918, 444 

Veale-Suippeg Lintf, German attack, July, 
1918 89 

Victoria 'crosses of the War (VlII.)i 
825>300 ; list of recipients, 354, 355 ; 
Lanion Qnzetle containing details 
and descriptions, 358-360 ; non- 
award instance, 851, 852; post- 
il umous awards to British Navy for 
Z(‘ebrugge oijerations, 350, 861 ; 
statistics of awards, 353; Algie, 
Lieut. W. L., 345, 347; Amey,L.-Cpl. 
W., 332 ; Archibald, ^pper A., 328 ; 
Beathain, Pte. R. M.. 341 ; Bissett. 
Lieut. W. D., 336; Bradford, 
Lieut.-Commr. li. N., 350, 351 
Buckley, Cpl. A. H., 341, 842; 
Cairns, Sgt. Jl., 347-349 ; Caldwell, 
Sgt. T., 331, 332; Cartwright, Pte. 
G., 342-344 ; Clarke, Sgt. J., 335, 
336 ; Clark- Kennedy, Licut.-Col. 
W. li., 325, 326 ; Cioutiiian, Maj. 
B., 329, 33(i ; Oiltman, L.-Cpl.W. H., 
335 ; Currey. Pte. W. M., 342. 843 ; 
Curtis, Sgt. 11., 833 ; Daykins, Sgt. 
J. B., 336 ; Doyle, Co. Sgt.-MaJ., M., 
837; Elco(;k, Cpl.. 338; Gordon, 
L.-Cpl., 342, 344 ; Greenwood, 

Lieul.-Col. Harry, 325-327 ; Gregg, 
Lieut. M. F.. 347, 348 ; Hall, Cpl. 
A. C.. 842, 313; Harrison, Lieut.- 
Oommr. A. L., 350, ;{."jI ; Harvey, 
Pte. N.. 332, 333 ; Hedges, Lieut. 
F. W M 338 ; Holmes, Pto. W. E., 
335 ; Honey, Lieut. 8. L., 347, 348 ; 
Hutcheson, Capt. B. 8., 344, 345; 
Ingram, Lieut. 0. M., 339, 341 ; 
Joimson, liient.-Col. 1). O., 325, 327, 
328 ; Johnson, 2nd Lieut. J., 335 ; 
Kerr, Lieut. G. F., 315, 316 ; Kirk, 
2nd Lieut. J 329 ; I>ewis, Cpl. A. L., 
333 ; Lowerson, Sgt. A. D., 312, 343 ; 
Lyail, Lieut. O. T., 345, 316; Mc- 
Carthy, Lieut. L. 1)., 339, 340 ; 
MacGregor, Capt. J., 345, 346; 
Mcl'hie, Cpl. J., 330; Mactier, 
l*to. Jl., 311, 342 ; Marshall, Lieut,- 
Col. J. N., 328, 329 ; Maxwell, Lieut. 
J., 339-311; Merrifleld, Sgt. W., 
34.5, 347; Miles, Pte, F. G., 836, 
337 ; Mitchell, Capt. C. N., 330 ; 
Molfat, pte. M., 333-|i35; Niinncy, 
l»tc. {\ J. P., 345, 347; O'Neill, 
Sgt. J., 333, 331; KayUcld, Pte. 
W. L., 317, 340 ; Jliokcttj*, Pte. T., 
348-350; Higgs, Sgt. F. C., 838; 
Uyan, J*te. J., 342, 344; ^xton, 
Sgt. G., 342 ; Tower.s, Pte. J., 331 ; 
'rowni'r, Lieut. E. T., 339, 340 ; 
Waring. I-.-Sgt. W., 332; Wark, 
Maj. B. A., 330; Waters, Maj. 
A. H. S., 32H ; Weatliers, Cpl. L. C., 
342,343; Wilkinson, Pte. A., 330; 
Wooils, Pte. J. P., 3 12, 344 ; Young, 
i'te. J. F., 347, ;J49 
Viellle-ChaiKille, British capture, 300 
Viaux Berquln-Bailleul Front, British 
advance on, 167 

Villera-Bretonneux region, German 
attack repulsed in, 80 


Viilers-lez-Cagnicourt, British capture, 
806 

Vimy Ridge, Haig's strategical plans 
after Uking of (1917), 422 


W 

Wancourt, Canadians occupy, 291 
War Alms, question of, 875, 876; Cen- 
tral Hall Meeting, Mr. Lloyd George 'i. 
statement quoted, 375, Labour 
Party's Memorandum, 375 
Watkins, Lieut., account of destruction 
of LAS quoted, 253 
Watson, Maj.-Oen. Sir D., in Flanders, 
449 

Weir, Lord : appointed Secretary of 
State for Air, 385; on the Inde- 
pendent Air Force, 286 
Western Front: Air operations, July, 
1918, 78. 106, 107, Ang.-Sept., 1918, 
174-180, 317-324 ; Allied .Advance, 
Aug.-Sept., 1918, 289-324, 433-464. 
captures and results, 303, German 
comment, 314-317, 454-457 ; 

Allied Conference, July 23, 1918, 
135; 2n(l American Division on, 
July, 1918, 75-77; Americana at 
St. Mihiel, 312-314; Battles of 
Amiens and Bapaiime, Aug., 1918, 
145-lSO ; Battle of Bapauiue, Aug., 
1918, air operations in, 170, dis- 
positions, Ail ed and Gi^rman, 166, 
Uaig's plan.H, 167, 168 ; British 
Army in France, Aug., 1914- Dec., 
1917, 397-132; British Divisions 

S laced at dia»^oaal of Marshal Foch, 
lily, 1018, S; British Offensives, 
1015, criticism of, 410 413, 417; 
British strategy reviewed, 397-432 ; 
Franco- British Offensive, July- 
Aug., 1918, German comment, 161- 
164 ; German advance, July 17, 
1918, comment, 90 ; German defen- 
sive tactics, Ludendorff’s Order 
quoted, July, 1918, 150 ; German 
lines, description of, July, 1918, 185, 
137 ; German Offensive, von 
Ardenno on interruption of, 139; 
German retreat, Jiuy-Aug., 1918, 
109-144, Allied advance, 119-126, 
Allied air operations during, 180- 
133, Allied captures during July, 
1918, 120, appreciation of Foch's 
strategy, 131, British attack, July 
29, 1918, 116, Foch's plans, 13.5, 
German comment, 113, 114, 12.5; 
Geriiiaii retreat from the Marne, 
July, 1018, 97-103, British arrival, 
July 19, 1918, 98, pillage during, 
100 ; German trench system, 
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